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ADVERTISEMENT, 


By  noting  the  time  when  any  particular  incident  is  said  to 
have  occnrred,  and  then  referring  to  the  corresponding  date 
in  the  "  Jonmals  of  Congress,"  "The  American  Archives," 
"American  State  Papers,"  "Annals  of  Congress,"  "Debates 
in  Congress,"  or  "  Congressional  Globe,"  the  reader  will  find 
official  authority  on  which  the  statement  is  made.  In  all  other 
cases  the  authority  is  particularly  cited. 


PKEFACE, 


The  present  Bebellion  Ib  the  first  in  the  annals  of  mankind, 
where  a  people  have  risen  in  irms  against  liberty  for  the 
purpose  of  establishing  a  despotism.  With  its  remote  and 
proximate  canses  the  people  should  be  familiar ;  its  authors 
and  abettors  should  be  known  to  the  present  and  coming 
generations. 

In  the  long  struggle  which  preceded  actual  secession,  the 
writer  participated.  It  was  his  fortune  to  enunciate  the  policy 
of  separating  the  people  of  the  free  States  and  the  federal 
power  from  the  support  of  slavery,  leaving  that  institution 
entirely  with  the  States,  where  it  had  been  left  by  the  patriots 
who  framed  the  charter  of  our  Union.  Messrs.  Adams,  Slade, 
and  Gates,  then  members  of  Congress,  sustained  the  policy ; 
others  subsequently  united  with  us ;  we  were  opposed  not  by 
reason,  or'  argument,  or  justice,  but  by  personal  detraction,  mis- 
representation, insult,  threats  of  violence,  and  denunciation. 

Hie  contest  was  earnest  and  protracted.  For  more  than 
twenty  years  the  author  mingled  in  scenes  of  unusual  interest 
The  adoption  and  repeal  of  the  gag-rules ;  the  trial  of  the  Hon. 
John  QuiDcy  Adams ;  the  censure  of  the  author  by  the  House 
of  Bepresentatives,  and  its  reversal  by  the  people ;  the  annex- 
ation of  Texas ;  the  memorable  defeat  of  the  slave  power  in  its 
efforts  to  establish  slavery  in  California ;  the  undisguised  cor- 
ruption exerted  to  tax  the  people  of  the  free  States  for  the 
payment  of  the  debts  of  Texas ;  the  civil  war  for  extending 
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Blayery  into  Kansas ;  the  defeat  of  the  Executiye  designs  by 
the  people,  and  the  founding  of  free  institntions  in  that  terri- 
tory, constitute  some  of  the  izfcidents  in  which  the  author  par- 
ticipated. 

Defeated  in  their  designs  of  transforming  the  Goyemment 
into  a  slayeholding  oligarchy,  most  of  the  slaye  States  rebelled 
against  the  Gk>yemment  which  had  protected  them,  defied  its 
authority,  and  declared  their  intention  to  establish  an  indepen- 
dent power,  deyoted  to  a  perpetual  war  upon  human  nature. 

Few  who  mingled  in  these  early  confliets  now  remain.  Most 
of  them  haye  passed  to  their  reward ;  and  the  author,  as  he 
lingers  upon  the  yerge  of  time,  presents  this  yolume  to  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  as  an  humble  memoir  of  the  i>oli* 
tical  scenes  in  which  ha4>articipated,  while  it  points  out  the 
causes  And  authors  of  the  Rebellion. 

JirfntBOii,  Ono,  Avguti  30, 1S68. 


THE  EEBELLION: 

ITS   CAUSES  AND   ITS  AUTHORS. 


CHAPTER  I. 

nn  fOBMAnoir  axd  character  of  ths  oonsRinasiiT— tts  eaelt  achok 

ON  THS  80BJECF  OT  SLAVSRT. 

Thx  Continental  Congress  of  1T74  miited  in  a  solemn  assertion  that 
**  the  inhabitants  of  these  Colonies,  bj  the  immutable  laws  oftiature,  by  the 
British  ConstitHtion  and  their  sereral  charters,  haye  the  right  to  life, 
libertj  and  property." 

Thk  aTowai  constitated  the  first  step  in  the  formation  of  what  we  caD 
the  "American  Union." 

The  pnUidsts  of  Europe  and  many  leading  minds  of  the  Colonies  had 
turned  their  attention  to  the  philosophy  of  hnman  goyemments  :  many 
asserted  the  epud  rights  of  M  men  to  Hfe,  liberty  a/nd  harness.  The 
'doctifne  was  at  that  time  mnch  discussed  in  pnbUc  speeches,  in  newspa- 
per essays  and  pamphlets  pnbHshed  for  its  promnlgation. 

The  Cokwial  goyemments  had  been  formed  at  yarions  periods  prior  to 
the  general  agital^n  of  these  doctrines.  Georgia  was  the  only  colony 
founded  upon  the  hsek  of  human  liberty,  from  which  her  people,  howeyer, 
receded  after  a  few  years  of  experience,  adopting  the  despotic  principle 
that  goyemments  possessed  the  same  legitimate  power  to  endave  men 
wUch  they  had  to  secure  them  in  the  enjoyment  of  liberty :  and  while 
the  declaration  of  rights  put  forth  by  the  Congress  of  l'r'r4  was  far  in 
adyance  of  the  goyemments  of  Europe  and  those  of  the  Colonies,  it 
neyerthekfls  fdl  short  of  those  snbsequenfly  enundated  in  the  Declaration 
of  Independenoe  in  1776 :  but  for  Hie  purpose  of  maintaining  those 
asserted  in  1174,  the  Colonists  took  up  arms  and  gallantly  defended  their 
adopted  &ith  at  Lexington,  Concord  and  Bunker  HiO. 
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imi         ^°^  being  inTolred  in  dyil  war,  they  felt  the  propriety  of  more 
Mj  Tindicating  their  course  before  the  Christian  world ;  and 
Congress  appointed  a  select  conunittee  of  five  members  to  draft  a  declara- 
tion of  principles  to  constitute  the  basis  of  the  new  goremment. 

This  committee  consisted  of  John  Adams,  of  Massachusetts  ;  Roger 
Sherman,  of  Connecticut ;  Benjamin  Franklin,  of  PennsylTania ;  and 
Thomas  Jeflferson,  of  Virginia  ;  each  of  whom  had  already  distinguished 
himself  as  an  advocate  of  the  new  philosophy.  Mr.  Livingston,  of  New 
York,  was  also  a  member  of  the  committee,  and,  though  le8d  distmguish- 
ed  on  this  subject,  is  supposed  to  have  been  as  much  devoted  to  the  sup- 
port of  human  rights  as  were  his  illustrious  colleagues. 

In  their  report  they  proclaimed  the  self-evident  truths,  "that  all  men 
are  created  equal  in  their  right  to  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  hapr 
piness ;  that  governments  are  instituted  to  umrt  the  enjoyment  of 
these  rights  ;  that  whenever  any  form  of  government  becomes  destractive 
of  these  ends,  it  is  the  right  and  duty  of  the  people  \\atkr  or  oMM  it, 
and  reorganize  its  powers  in  such  form  as  they  may  deem  most  likely 
to  secure  their  interest  and  happiness." 

This  was  the  second  avowd  of  rights  put  forth  by  the  founders  of 
our  Government ;  and  differed  from  the  first  in  announcing  the  preroga* 
tives  of  life,  liberty  and  happiness,  as  conferred  on  all  men,  in  ail  ages^ 
and  in  all  cUnus,  This  declaration  announced  to  the  world  that  the 
Colonies  had  formed  an  indissoluble  union  for  defending  those  doctrines : 
and  was  the  consummation  of  the  Union  which  had  been. commenced  in 
'  17*74.  But  scarcely  had  the  Colonies  united  upon  these  doctrines,  when 
the  subject  of  slavery  came  under  discussion.  Georgia  called  on  Con* 
gress  to  furnish  troops  to  prevent  slaves  from  escaping  from  the  service  of 
their  masters.  Many  of  the  States  legiskted  in  regard  to  slaves  who 
should  be  employed  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  some  of 
them  called  on  Congress  to  provide  for  the  military  employment  of 
slaves  ;*  but  the  statesmen  of  that  day  carefully  abstained  from  all  legis- 
lation in  favor  of  slavery,  and  wholly  refused  to  recpgnize  it  as  entitled 
to  respectful  consideration.  But  the  commissioners  appointed  to  nego<* 
tiate  a  treaty  of  peace  with  England,  were  not  thus  careful.  Messrs. 
John  Jay,  John  Adams,  and  Benjamin  Franklin,  were  appointed  for 
tliat  purpose.  They  met  the  commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  British 
ministry,  at  Paris,  and  had  nearly  completed  the  negotiation,  when 
Mr.  Laurens,  of  South  Carolina,  who  had  been  confined  in  England, 
being  released  by  the  British  government,  joined  them,  he  having 

•  rUl4  AB^ricM  ArofalTW  of  1776. 
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been  abo  appointed  a  cominuBioQer :  at  Us  saggestioii  the  seTe&th 
article  of  the  treaty  was  made  to  read  as  follows :  **  His  Britaanic 
Majesty  shall  with  all  conTement  speed,  and  without  caosiDg  any 
destruction,  or  carrying  away  any  negroes,  or  other  property  of  the 
American  inhabitants,  withdraw  all  his  armies,  garrisons,  and  fleets  from 
the  United  States." 

There  had  been  no  instradtions  for  the  conmiissioners  to  make  ^^^ 
any  stipulation  in  regard  to  slayes  ;  bat  as  peace  was  important  to 
the  Colonies,  the  treaty  was  approved,  notwithstanding  this  stipulation  ; 
but  ntither  the  army  nor  fleet  of  Qreat  Britain  regarded  this  stipulation 
as  of  any  yalidity  whatever.  When  they  left  the  United  States  they 
carried  away  many  negroes  claimed  by  the  inhabitants,  saying,  in  the 
language  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  "  Goyemments  are  insti- 
tuted  to  secure  the  enjoymenl  of  liberty  and  noi  to  protect  stavery!^  And 
this  seems  to  have  been  the  i^  of  the  British  ministry,  who  refused 
compensation  for, the  n^oes  thus  deported,  in  violation  of  the  letter 
of  the  treaty. 

The  Government  under  the  confederation,  not  only  refused  to  act  in 
favor  of  slavery,  bnt  its  powers  were  actively  put  forth  in  favor  of  free- 
dom. Congress  abolished  the  institution  in  all  the  territories  of  the 
United  States,  and  sent  forth  an  address  to  the  people,  in  which  they 
said  ;  "  Let  it  be  remembered  that  it  has  ever  been  the  pride  and  boast 
of  America  that  the  rights  for  which  she  contended  were  the  rights  of 
ibmoA  wUurey  and  if  justice,  good  faith,  honor,  gratitude,  and  all  .the 
other  qualities  that  ennoble  the  character  of  a  nation  and  fulfill  the  ends 
of  government  be  the  finits  of  our  establishment,  the  cause  of  Uberty  will  \ 
aoquire  a  dignity  and  lustre  which  it  has  never  enjoyed,  and  an  example 
will  he  set  which  cannot  but  have  the  most  favorable  e£fect  on  the 
rights  of  mankind." 

The  old  confederation  continued  until  1789.  During  the  thirteen  years 
of  its  existence,  the  powers  of  Congress  were  exerted  for  the  entire  abo- 
lition of  slavery  in  the  territory  possessed  by  the  United  States  ;  and 
wh^  the  governmental  authority  passed  over  to  the  new  organization 
under  the  Constitution,  no  human  'being  was  held  in  bondage  under  its 
laws  or  within  its  exclusive  jurisdiction.  Indeed,  during  the  existence 
of  the*  confederation  no  member  of  Congress  raised  his  voice  in  favor  of  > 
slavery ;  or  if  he  did,  it  would  seem  that  no  record  of  such  opinions  was  ^ 
preserved. 

In  the  convention  which  framed  our  Federal  Constitution,  at-     ^^^^ 
tempts  were  made  to  resist  the  progress  of  free  principles*    South 
Carolina  and  Georgia  demanded  security  against  the  abolition  of  the 
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riftT6*trad6,  but  the  ffiActdtj  wm  compromised  upon  the  constitiitioiial 
ftKoranoe  that  it  sfaould  not  be  prohibited  nntll  a.d.  1808. 

The  States  most  interested  in  slare  labor  also  insisted  on  being  repre* 
eented  in  Congress  according  to  their  population,  inclnding  slates.  TUa 
was  violently  opposed  by  members  from  those  States  which  had  oom* 
menced  the  work  of  emancipation,  as  it  would  give  owners  of  slares  so- 
perior  inflnenoe  in  the  Qoremment  oter  the  adrocates  of  Hbertj  propor* 
tioned  to  the  nomber  of  shiTea  they  should  hold  in  bondage,  and  thur 
operate  against  the  essential  docMnes  on  which  the  Ooremment  wn 
fomded.  This  point  was  also  compromised,  and  the  slaTeholdteg  States 
were  allowed  a  representation  according  to  the  number  of  their  free  pop* 
riation,  superadding  thereto  three-fifths  of  the  whole  nmnber  of  th€^ 
dares ;  thus  giring  to  slaveholders  an  influence  superior  to  that  enjoyed 
by  the  adrocates  of  liberty ;  and  the  Constitution  was  thus  made  to  ope- 
rate to  that  extent  in  faror  of  oppresifin.  But  as  an  equiralent  for 
Uiis  superior  influence,  the  adrocates  of  slarery  agreed  to  contribute  to 
the  support  of  Ooremment  in  case  of  direct  taxation  according  to  their 
representation  in  Congress.  This  consideration,  howerer,  prored  merely 
nominal,  as  the  Ooremment  has  seldom  had  recourse  to  that  method  <rf 
raising  rerenue. 

But  the  elTects  of  giring  to  the  slare  States  superior  representation 
orer  the  free  States  prored  injurious  to  the  Goremment,  as  it  created  a 
feeling  of  arrogance  and  superiority  among  the  slareholders,  and  a  cor- 
responding sense  of  inferiority  and  dependence  on  the  part  of  northern 
statesmen. 

But  none  of  the  compromises  operated  further  than  to  secure  the 
States  agamst  any  prohibition  of  the  slare  trade,  for  twenty  years,  and 
the  eigoyment  of  a  superior  representation  in  Congress. 

Under  the  articles  of  confederation,  each  of  the  sereral  States  had,  in 
their  sorereign  capacity,  admitted  the  citizens  of  other  Stated  resident 
with  them  to  enjoy  aD  the  rights  and  pririleges  which  its  own  citisens 
enjoyed.  Each  abo  surrendered  up  offenders  fleeing  fit)m  other  States, 
to  be  taken  back  for  trial  where  the  crimes  had  been  committed.  And 
under  an  assumed  comity,  each  abo  gare  up  the  slares  who  had  escaped 
to  them  from  other  States.  These  acts  were  performed  by  State  i|uthor> 
ity,  with  which  the  Federal  power  possessed  no  right  to  interfere.  And 
m  framing  the  Federal  Constitution,  the  sereral  States,  in  plahi  and  ob* 
rious  language,  stipulated  that  these  practices  should  be  continued, 'but 
gare  no  authority  to  Congress,  or  to  the  Federal  Ooremment  to  enforce 
these  stipulations.  And  although  this  was  the  obrioustsonstraction  of 
the  Constitution,  yet  from  abundant  caution  the  tenth  article  of  tjie 
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AmeiidDMiitg  miB  adopted,  d/ddumg  "  ihftt  tlie  powism  not  deloealod  to 
the  Umted  Statee  b  j  the  Ckmstitation,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  tlM  SUtee, 
are  zeienred  to  the  States ie6pe6ti¥el7<v to  thepeopW  Thv was Oon- 
greis  ezprenlj  prohibited  from  aetiiig  upon  Oefnt^ect  contained  in  eiihar 
of  theee  claasee  oonstitoting  the  wocooA  aeetionof  tb^oorth  article  of  the 
Oonstitation.  Bat  BtUl  forther  to  secme  the  entiie  adnmiietration  of  the 
Federal  power  to  the  cause  of  freedom,  the  fifth  amendment  provided, 
''  that  no  person  shaU  be  depriyed"  [by  the  United  States]  "of  life,  lilh 
«ii7  or  property  without  doe  prooess  ik  law/' 

A  laq^  miyority  of  the  ConTention  that  framed  the  Oonstttntion  wen 
evidently  lovers  of  liberty,  and  sapposed  they  had  secured  the  people 
against  all  f atnre  attempts  to  prostitote  the  in finenoe  or  powers  of  the 
nation  to  the  sof^rt  of  despotism  in  any  fonn ;  and  Chmeral  Washing- 
ton, the  first  President  of  the  United  States^  entered  npon  his  ofiidal  da- 
ties  as  Chief  Magistrate  of  a  frm  government,  committed  enHrdf  U  the 
seoimngcflife^  Uhert^amd  hagfmu  to  Me  miltin  pufU  limmg  wnder  iti  e»- 
dfuioejwrwtidion.  No  slave  was  c^>tnred  <Hr  held  nnder  Federal  laws. 
The  northern  States,  acting  in  porsnanee  qf  the  advice  of  the  old  Con- 
gress, entered  at  once  upon  the  work  of  emandpation ;  and  f^iilanthro- 
pists  looked  forward  to  the  day  as  not  far  distant  when  the  entire  nation 
flhoold  be  free  from  shkvery. 

Bnt  the  spirit  of  domination  remained  among  the  people  <^  the 
slaveholding  States.  They  had  embraoed  the  theory  that  black  men 
were  designed  by  the  Creator  to  act  as  slaves  to  the  white  race.  In 
carrying  this  theory  into  practice,  three  men  from  Yiiginia,  named  Fran- 
cis McOnire,  Baldwin  Parsons  and  Absdem  Wells,  entered  Washington 
coonty,  Pennsylvania,  and  seized  a  free  cdoredman  named  'rJohn,''  car- 
ried him  to  Virginia^  and  sold  hint 

The  offenders  were  indicted,  and  Governor  Mifflm,  of  Penn-  ^^^ 
syhania^  demai^ed  them  for  trial  Bit  the  Ezecntive  of  Yir- 
ginia  refused  to  deliver  them  according  to  the  stipnlation  of  the 
Constitati<m«  Indeed,  the  Govenunr  of  tiiat  State  asMrted  that  ike 
act  of  en^ving  free  colored  men  coastitoted  mdff  «  imp^M  as  betmm 
the  fortieSf  and  a  breach  of  the  peace  idtotem  the  offenders  amd  the 
State;  and.  as  it  was  no  erMNs  to  enslave  free  men  nnder  Virginia  laws, 
there  was  no  soffident  cause  for  delivering  np  the  men  who  comr 
mitted  the  tre^MSS  or  breach  of  the  peace  In  Pennsylvania.  lUs 
seising  and  enslaving  a  free .  man  of  Pennsylvania,  being  tacitly  jus- 
tified by  the  authorities  of  Yirgmia,  wonld  have  constituted  good  canse 
for  war  between  soverdgn  States.  Bat  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania, 
anxious  to  preserve  the  Union  so  recently  formed,  forbore  all  retaliatory 
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Tet  he  tra&smftted  an  acoonnt  of  the  whole  matter  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  who  laid  the  same  before  Congress.  It 
was,  howerer,  acknowledged  by  aU  that  neither  the  President  nor  Con- 
gress ooold  act  upon  the  snl^ect,  and  the  State  of  PennsjlTania  snbnutted 
to  the  ootrage  against  her  laws  and  dignity  without  receiring  from  Vir- 
ginia any  reparation  or  i^logy^ 

The  mffiaas  wlio  kidnapped  and  enslaved  this  free  man,  instead  of 
being  ponded  for  the  crime,  were  regarded  as  hamg  set  an  example 
and  established  a  precedent  for  other  desperate  men,  who,  without  the 
fear  of  punishment,  seteed  free  men  in  both  slave  and  free  States,  and 
eold  them  into-  bondage. 

j^  J         The  Quakers  of  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Mary- 
land and  Virginia  first  petitioned  Congress  to  pass  laws  prohibit- 
ing the  dave  trade. 

On  the  petition  being  presented  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  no 
member  attempted  any  vindication  of  that  traffic  or  of  slavery.  Those 
.from  South  Carolina  stigmatized  the  memorialists  as  "iTUermeddlers  in 
matters  outside  their  appropriate  sphere  of  action." 

On  the  following  day,  however,  a  petition  signed  by  the  venerable 
Dr.  Franklin,  '^President  of  the  Society  for  Promoting  the  Abolition  of 
Slavery,  the  Relief  of  Free  Negroes  Md  in  Bandage^  and  Improvement 
of  the  African  Race,"  was  presented  for  the  consideration  of  the  House. 
This  memorial,  written  and  signed  by  that  distinguished  philosopher  and 
statesman,  who  had  served  on  the  committee  appointed  to  draft  the  De- 
claration of  Independence  and  in  the  convention  that  framed  the  Consti- 
tution, set  forth,  ''  that  mankind  are  all  formed  by  the  same  Almighty 
Being,  alike  objects  of  His  care,  and  equally  designed  for  the  enjoyment 
of  happiness,  thb  Chbistuln  bkuoiok  tbaores  trs  to  bblikvs,  and  the 

POLmOAL  CBEKD  OF  AlDBBlClMS  FULLY  OOINGIDES  WITH  THIS  FOSmON.''    The 

petition  closed  with  the  assertion  that  "  the  blessings  of  liberty  onght 
rightfully  to  be  administered  mtkmU  disiiiuHon  of  color ^  to  all  PBOFLB,"f 
and  the  memorialist  earnestly  prayed  Congress  "  to  step  to  the  very 
verge  of  thmr  powers  for  discouraging  every  species  of  trsfflc  in  the  per- 
sons of  our  fellow  men." 

The  memorial  also  set  forth  m  its  preamble  the  formation  of  the  so* 
dety,  which  had  been  inoorporated  by  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  stated  that, ''  by  the  blessing  of  Divine  Providence,  its  efforts  had 


•  Ttd€  American  Archlrei  of  1790.  / 

t  TlNM  maj  be  refarded  as  the  dying  wordi  of  ttiai  Uliiitrloat  rtateman.    He  departed  to  hb 
final  reel  a  few  weeke  •abseqoently'. 
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been  direeled  to  tk$  rtUef  from  handeigi  ^  mm^  9f  ihm  ffikm  cmAwm 
of  tkt  AfriccM  race/' 

Thb  pablio  raoogoitkm  (tf  the  inmiAl  ri^  particii- 

lariy  ftk  6^[italUf  of  tboao  lights  whkh  God  hwi  confenred  upon  all  the 
Tsrioaa  members  of  the  human  family ;  and  the  asseitioii  that '  ^  no  distino* 
tion  shonld  be  nkade  on  accoont  of  eolor/'  a|ypeaied  well  cakolated  to 
proToke  denial  by  sonthem  memben.  And  bat  few  ctaeatftances  of 
that  day  show  more  clearly  the  sentiment  and  feeling  of  the  American 
people,  than  the  tacit  admission  by  sonthem  statesmen  of  the  traths 
nttered  in  this  petition.  Ko  one  denied  that  all  men  were  formed  by 
the  same  Almighty  Being;  that  all  were  endowed  by  heaTen  itself  with 
the  right  to  life«  liberty  and  happiness;  nor  did  any  one  deny  the  doctrine 
that  colored  men  hare  a  right  to  liye,  a  right  to  liberty  and  happiness. 

Tet  members  from  the  dayeholding  States  assaQed  the  memo-  |^^ 
rialist;  and  charged  him  with  hypocrisy.  They  asserted  that  snob 
memorials  were  calcolated  to  stir  up  the  slaves  to  inswrrection,  to  Ught  the 
flaMnes  of  dvil  war;  and  intimated  that  the  liyes  of  certam  members  who 
maintained  the  doctrines  of  the  memorial  wonld  be  endangered,  should 
they  happen  to  be  fonnd  within  certain  slave  States.* 

The  debate  was  continued  at  great  length,  but  the  memorial  was  re- 
ferred to  the  appropriate  committee  by  a  vote  of  43  to  14. 

The  committee  reported  that  Congress  could  not  prohibit  the  slaye 
trade  until  1808,  nor  could  it  interfere  with  slarery  in  the  States. 

They  expressed  a  confidence  that  the  several  States  would  protect  their 
free  negroes'^  asserted  the  right  of  Oongress  to  levy  a  tax  <xi  the  importa- 
tion of  slaves;  to  interdict  their  importation  to  other  nations  in  American 
ships;  to  prohibit  foreigners  from  fitting  out  slave  ships  in  American 
ports;  and  pledged  Congreas  to  the  exercise  of  its  constitntional  powers 
for  promoting  the  humane  objects  of  the  memorialists. 

On  this  report  the  debate  was  renewed  with  much  warmth.  The  me- 
morialists were  again  assailed  and  charged  with  interfering  in  business 
which  did  not  concern  them.  The  Quakers  were  charged  generally  with 
having  acted  as  spies  in  the  Revolution,  and  now  making  indirect  attacks 
upon  southern  men.  They  also  insisted  that  the  reprobation  of  slavery 
and  the  slave  trade  by  the  committee  imputed  to  southern  men  the  black- 
est of  crimes;  that  the  admission  that  slavery  was  a  barbarous  institu- 
tion was  a  substantial  admission  that  slaveholders  were  a  barbarous  peo- 
ple. Dr.  Franklin,  at  that  time  venerated  both  in  Europe  and  America 
for  his  love  of  justice  and  his  high  moral  character,  was  personally  assailed 

^  T1iliifiamMMdtob«Uiellnttlii«atofpenoBalTl«kiie«ntterediiiOoiici^ 
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for  hsTmg  arowed  the  pzindpleB  on  which  he  had  aadsted  k  fonndiiig 
OQT  Qoyenunent. 

^^^ ,  Northern  members  were  more  dispassionate,  but  appeared  equal- 
I7  bold  and  determined*  They  disabused  the  memorialists  of  the 
charges  made  against  them,  vindicated  their  doctrines,  and  spoke  with  ab* 
horrenoe  of  the  crimes  described  in  the  memorial;  bat  no  farther  action 
was  then  had  in  regard  to  the  matter* 
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CHAPTER  rr. 

TBI  POWKBS  OF  TBX  QOyBBMMEMT  FROSFmjTMD  TO  TBM  SOftdSB  AHD  SirC011»> 

▲OEMSMT  OF  8LAVSRT. 

Ths  Federal  Ooyemment  continued  for  serenteen  years  to  main-     ^^^ 
taJn  the  rights  of  all  men  under  its  ezdusiye  jurisdiction,  to  enjoy 
Kfe,  liberty  and  happiness.    Foreign  nations  looked  with  admiration  upon 
Ihis  as  the  only  political  organization  founded  on  the  immutable  prin. 
dples  of  eqtuU  justke  a/iid  equal  liberty  to  all  members  of  the  human  famUf. 

But  this  recognition  of  the  diyine  attributes  as  the  basis  of  human  gov* 
ernment  was  in  advance  of  the  age.  Nor  were  the  American  people  pre- 
pared to  maintain  the  doctrines  in  the  spirit  which  prompted  their  adop- 
tion. The  northern  representatives,  in  framing  the  Constitution,  had 
compromised  their  self-respect  in  yielding  to  the  slave  States  permission 
to  continue  the  slave  trade,  with  its  attendant  crimes,  for  twenty  years; 
and  in  surrendering  to  them  a  superior  influence  in  the  Government,  ac- 
cording to  thd  number  of  their  slaves :  and  now  Congress  was  called 
upon  to  involve  the  nation  in  the  disgraceful  work  of  legislating  for  the 
e^>tnre  and  return  of  fugitive  bondmen.  As  we  have  rem*arked,  there 
was  not  merely  no  authority  in  the  Constitution  for  Congress  to  act  up<Mi 
this  subject;  but  that  power  was  ezpliciUy  declared  "  to  remain  with  the  . 
several  States  or  with  the  people." 

Nor  can  we  at  this  day  state  the  reasons  which  prompted  the  intro- 
duction of  this  subject:  nor  can  we  name  the  meftiber  of  the  Senate  who 
brought  it  forward.  At  that  time  the  deliberations  and  proceedings  of 
that  body  were  kept  secret  from  the  people.  From  the  annals  of  Con- 
gress we  learn  that  on  the  5th  day  of  February,  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives proceeded  to  consider  a  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitied  "An  Actre- 
qpecting  fugitives  from  justice,  and  persons  escaping  from  the  service  of 
their  masters.'^  ^  We  do  not  find  that  any  debsite  was  had  upon  it,  but  it  / 
passed  the  House  of  Representatives  by  a  vote  of  forty-eight  to  seven.* 

The  bill  provided  that  whenever  a  person  owing  service  in  one  State 
should  escape  into  another,  the  person  to  whom  such  service  or  labor  may 
be  doe,  his  agent  or  attorney,  might  arrest  and  take  him  back  to  the 

*  TUi  VM  the  pobt  at  which  the  OoTenuaent  took  Iti  depwtare  from  ihe  letter  end  spirit  9t  the 
I  ADd  of  Iheparpeece  end  deelfns  of  tboee  who  framed  It. 
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State  from  which  he  had  escaped.  The  bill  farther  proTided,  that  a  fine 
of  fire  hundred  dollars  might  be  assessed  upon  any  person  who  should 
harbor  or  conceal  the  ftagitiyei  or  hinder,  or  obstruct  his  arrest,  or  rescue 
him  after  being  arvested. 

The  passage  of  this  bill  marks  an  important  era  in  the  administration 
of  the  American  Gk>yemment.  Up  to  that  period  its  legislatiye  powers 
had  been  exerted  to  maurt  (to  the  extent  of  its  juriadietion)  aU  pinons  im 
the  enjoyment  of  libertf,  aceordii^  to  the  declared  purpose  of  those  who 
achieved  our  independence.  Bj  passing  this  bill,  Congress  assumed  to  act 
tof  the  support  of  slaveiy,  and  against  that  liberty  which  the  founders  of 
the  republic  declared  that  God  had  conferred  upon  ererj  human  being, 
and  of  which  the  Constitution  explicitly  assured  the  world  that  no  person 
should  be  deprived,  except  for  crime. 

But  the  powers  ordained  by  the  Constitution  to  support  liberty  were 
now  prostituted  by  Congress  to  uphold  and  secure  slavery:  and  it  were 
in  vain  for  us,  at  this  day,  to  speculate  upon  the  motives  of  those  ifho 
enacted  this  law.  So  flEU*  as  we  are  informed,  there  was  no  debate,  and 
no  man  assigned  any  reason  fbr  his  vote.  The  record  indicates  its 
passage  without  any  discussion,  without  attracting  any  particular  atten- 
tion ;  and  probably  northern  members  who  voted  for  it  regarded  the 
subject  as  of  little  importance,  while  slaveholders  must  have  deemed  it 
very  desirable. 

But  the  precedent  thus  set  was  soon  found  to  be  important.  The 
reader  will  recollect,  that  in  our  treaty  of  peace  with  Great  Britain,  His 
Majesty  had  agreed  to  withdraw  his  troops  and  fleets  from  the  United 
States  "  without  carrying  away  any  negroes  or  other  property  of  the  in- 
habitants;" that,  regardless  of  this  stipulation,  the  army  and  navy  of 
England  deported  many  slaves.  The  several  States  from  whidi  they 
were  carried  could  do  nothing  on  the  subject,  and,  although  the  clause 
was  designed  to  uphold  slavery,  it  had  been  inserted  at  the  instance  of 
Mr.  Laurens,  without  instruction  from  the  Executive,  who  appears  to  have 
felt  little  anxiety  in  regard  to  it.  But  as  Congress  had  now  acted  for  the 
support  of  that  institution,  the  owners  of  deported  slaves  became  clamor- 
ous for  indemnity;  and  the  President  was  importuned  to  obtain  it  from 
Great  Britain. 

As  Congress  had  assumed  the  duty  of  protecting  and  upholding  slavery 
in  the  States,  the  President  appears  to  have  felt  unwilling  farther  to  re- 
fuse action  in  favor  of  the  institution,  although  he  had  long  been  axixioas 
to  abolish  it.  With  Europeans,  precedents,  in  matters  of  legislation,  were 
regarded  as  of  binding  force;  and  this  practice  naturally  commended 
itself  to  the  statesmen  of  our  country,  who  did  not  at  that  time  appear 
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to  realize  that  a  repnblicaii  goyemment  could  odIj  be  snstamed  by  repu- 
diating  yiciooa  precedents. 

Forttmatelj,  Jadge  Jaj,  of  New  York,  was  appointed  minister  ^^^ 
plenipotentiary  to  negotiate  the  ''  treaty  of  amity,  commerce  and 
navigation  with  Qreat  Britain."  He  was  instmcted  to  demand  of  that 
goyemment  a  compensation  for  the  slayes  deported  after  the  signing  of 
the  treaty  of  peace  in  1788.  The  demand  was  accordingly  made;  but 
the  reply  of  Lord  QrcQyiUe  was  satisfiftctory  to  our  minister,  who,  in  lus 
report  to  oor  Goyemment,  pronoonced  the  daim  "  odious,^'  evidently  feel- 
ing that  it  was  derogatory  to  the  American  Goy^nment  to  espouse  the 
claims  of  men  who  professed  to  hold  then:  fellow  beings  as  property.  The 
treaty  was  concloded  withoat  any  reference  to  those  claims;  was  approv- 
ed by  President  Washington  and  his  Cabinet^  and  was  ratified  by  the 
Senate. 

Bat  a  minority  of  the  Senate  were  dissatisfied  with  the  Ezecn.     ^^^^ 
tive  for  failing  to  obtain  compensation  for  the  owners  of  deported 
slaves;  and  Mr.  Qan,  of  Georgia,  presented  to  that  body  a  preamble  and 
resolution  in  the  following  language: 

"  Whereas,  it  was  clauned  that  many  negroes  and  other  property  had 
been  carried  away  by  the  British  army,  in  contraventicm  of  the  Tth  ar- 
ticle of  our  treaty  with. Great  Britain  of  1783;  therefore  resolved,  that 
the  President 'be  required  to  renew  negotiations  on  that  subject,  and  if 
unable  to  obtain  indemnity  under  the  treaty,  that  he  may  urge  its  allow- 
ance as  a  matter  tending  to  cherish  the  desired  friendship  between  the  two 
gofcemrMxiisP 

This  bold  proposition  for  placing  the  Federal  Government  in  the  atti- 
tude of  exerting  its  moral  influence  before  the  civilized  world  in  favor  of 
treating  men  as  property^  was  maintained  with  zeal  and  ability  and  was 
debated  at  length,  and  was  r^ected  by  a  minority  of  ofne  vote.* 

While  these  efforts  w^e  being  put  forth  to  commit  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment more  fully  to  the  suppcnrt  of  this  system  of  oppression,  the  Quak- 
ers of  the  free  States,  and  of  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia  and  North 
Carolina,  remained  tme  to  that  holy  influence  in  favor  of  justice  and 
liberty,  which  constitutes  an  essential  element  of  thdr  religion.  They 
continued  annually  to  petition  Congress  for  the  abolition  of  the  slave 
trade,  for  the  protection  of  free  n^oes,  and  to  prohibit  the  building  of 
slave  ships  in  American  ports  by  the  people  of  other  nations.  And  a 
law  was  passed  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  slaves  from  the  United 

«  Mr.  Hunter,  of  Vbginla,  tXkemptt^  (o  reaev  ttJi  dalm  In  Iho  8«ttl«  of  tbo  Ualtod  Stitw  ibGij 
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States  to  other  n&tionSy  and  forbidding  the  people  of  other  goyemments 
from  fitting  oat  slaye  ships  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States. 

But  one  of  the  most  insidious  methods  of  involving  the  people  of  the 
free  States  in  the  support  of  slaverj,  was  that  by  which  the  Federal 
€K)Temment  stipulated  with  southern  Indian  tribes  for  the  arrest  and 
return  of  fugitive  slaves. 

Early  as  1705,  slaves  inBouth  Carolina  left  their  masters  and  fled  to 
the  Creek  Indians,  where  they  were  received  with  hospitality.  They  at 
length  found  their  way  to  Florida  and  settled  upon  the  Appalachicola 
River.  They  obt'ained  lands  of  the  Spanish  crown,  and  as  early  as  1735 
were  enrolled  as  a  part  of  the  military  defence  of  that  territory.  Other 
slaves  fled  from  Oeorgia,  and  found  an  asylum  with  the  Creek  Indians. 
In  the  years  1*185,  '86,  and  '81,  the  State  of  Oeorgia,  in  direct  violation 
of  the  Articles  of  Confederation,  made  three  several  treaties  with  the 
Creeks  for  the  purchase  of  lands  and  return  of  fugitive  slaves.  Th^ 
treaties  were  declared  to  be  fraudulent  and  void  by  the  Indians,  and 
at  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  that  State  was  engaged  in  war  in  con- 
sequence of  these  fraudulent  treaties,  signed  by  chiefs  and  warriors  who 
had  no  other  than  a  fabulous  existence.* 

Soon  as  the  Constitution  was  framed,  the  State  of  Georgia  hastened 
to  adopt  it,  and  at  once  called  on  the  National  Executive  to  protect  her 
people  against  the  hostile  Indians. 

General  Washington  exerted  the  influence  of  the  Government  to  obtain 
a  treaty  and  permanent  peace  with  the  Indians.  The  treaty  was  effected 
at  New  York,  in  1790,  and  contained  an  express  stipulation  for  the  return 
of  fugitive  slaves.  But  the  slaves  then  resident  with  the  Indians  at  once 
fled  to  Florida,  and  united  with  their  brethren  who  resided  on  the 
Appalachicola  River. 

The  Executive  of  Georgia  complained  that  the  Indians  did  not  return 
the  fugitives  according  to  stipulation,  and  called  on  the  President  for  a 
further  treaty,  which  was  agreed  to,  and  Commissioners  for  negotiating 
it  were  nominated  to  the  Senate  and  approved  by  that  body. 

But  long  before  the  meeting  for  negotiatmg  the  treaty  was  to  take 
place,  the  Executive  of  Georgia  furnished  the  Commissioners  with  a  list 
of  one  hundred  and  ten  slaves,  who  were  said  to  have  fled  from  planta- 
tions in  that  State.  The  return  of  these  slaves  was  pereipptorily 
demanded,  and  the  Commissioners  were  informed  that  "  the  people  of 
Gtorgia  would  abide  by  no  treaty  tn  which  her  Commissioners  were  not 
•eneulted.^ 

f  FU«  ••  Billet  of  norldft  •*  tad  Mttiofttlet  thart  elltdi 
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The  Indians  denied  that  those  slayes  were  living  with  them;  bat  asserted 
that  they  were  with  the  Seminoles  in  Florida  ;  that  the  Spanish  author- 
ities would  not  deliver  them  up,  and  that  the  Greeks  were  unable  to 
capture  them. 

The  Secretary  of  War,  General  Knox,  in  view  of  the  difficul-  p,^ 
ties  surrounding  this  question,  recommended  that  Congress  should 
appropriate  money  to  pay  for  these  slaves.  The  President  transmitted 
this  suggestion  to. Congress,  when  it  was  read  and  laid  on  the  table. 
The  treaty  was  entered  into  at  "  Colerain,**  and  several  negroes  were 
delivered  to  the  authorities  of  Oeorgia  at  the  time  of  making  it ;  and 
the  Indians  renewed  their  promise  to  capture  4nd  return  others  soon  as  * 
able  to  do  so.*  ^ 

At  that  time  the  popular  mind  had  become  so  far  diverted  from  the 
doctrines  and  spirit  which  guided  the  patriots  who  framed  the  Constitu- 
tion, that  no  objections  appear  to  have  been  made  to  this  covenant  for 
capturing  and  returning  fugitive  slaves,  in  either  House  of  Congress.         { 

But  during  the  last  session  of  the  Third  Congress,  while  a  bill  for  the 
naturalization  of  foreigners  was  before  the  House  of  Representatives, 
Mr.  Giles,  of  Yirginia,  moved  an  amendment,  providing  that  every 
applicant  for  naturalization  should  renounce  all  titles  of  nobility  before 
being  admitted  to  citizenship. 

Mr.  Dexter,  of  Massachusetts,  proposed  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
adding  a  clause  requiring  such  applicant  to  emancipate  all  slaves  which 
he  might  hold  in  bondage. 

The  proposition,  though  in  perfect  accordance  with  republican  insti- 
tutions, excited  much  feeling  among  slaveholding  members,  who  insisted 
that  it  was  insultmg  to  the  dignity  of  the  southern  portion  of  the  Union. 
They  averred  that  the  slave  States,  since  the  Revolution,  had  given  a 
hearty  support  to  the  Government.  Indeed,  they  appeared  perfectly  un- 
conscious of  that  logic  which  teaches  that  no  man  could  sincerely  believe 
that  God  had  endowed  all  men  with  an  imprescriptible  right  to  liberty, 
while  honestly  holding  his  fellow  men  in  slavery. 

The  Fourth  Congress  was  distinguished  by  the  numerous  hn-  ,^^^ 
portant  measures  on  which  it  was  called  to  act.  It  became  neces- 
sary to  make  an  appropriation  of  money  to  carry  into  effect  the  treaty 
which  had  recently  been  negotiated  with  Great  Britain  and  ratified  by 
the  Senate.  When  the  bill  makmg  this  appropriation  came  under  con- 
sideration m  the  House  of  Representatives,  the  advocates  of  slavery  stated 


•  Ftdf  ▲merlcMi  Steto  Papen,  Vol  n.,**IndlaiKAlBan.>*   llw  ttia«Kxn«  off  noxlda"  and 
aoUkorlOef  qooUd  In  that  work. 
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that  tbeir  prboipal  objection  to  it  arofle  in  conseqnenee  of  the  Irtaty 
b&Ting  failed  to  secure  a  compensation  for  deported  slaves.  Daring  this 
debate  nortiiem  members  exhibited  greater  delicacy  than  had  previously 
characterized  the  discnssion  of  slavery.  They  were  cautioos,  avoiding  all 
reference  to  prunal  doctrmee.  They  seemed  tacitly  to  admit  that  the 
Government  might  witii  propriety  have  insisted  on  fall  indemnity  for  the 
loss  of  the  slaveholders ;  yet  m  it  was  evident  that  a  refusal  to  abide  by 
the  treaty  wonid  bring  war  again  upon  the  nation,  they  insisted  that  it 
were  better  to  make  the  appropriation.  Southern  members,  however, 
remained  firm  in  thehr  opposition,  and  after  a  very  protracted  debate,  the 
appropriation  was  carried  by  fifty-one  votes  in  the  affirmative  to  forty- 
eight  in  the  negative,  and  the  claims  for  deported  slaves  was  thus  dis- 
posed of  apparently  to  the  mortification  of  southern  members. 

In  May,  a.d.  1*776,  the  Qaakers  of  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania  and 
Delaware,  at  their  yeariy  meetings,  resolved  to  withdraw  Christian  fel- 
lowship from  those  members  of  their  order  who  should  continue  to  hold 
slaves.  In  obedience  to  this  expression  of  their  church,  most  of  their 
members  who  resided  in  Delaware,  Maryland,  Yirginia  and  North  Caro- 
lina emancipated  their  slaves.  The  persons  thus  set  free  had  been  bred 
in  bondage  and  ignorance,  and  most  of  them  were  stupid  and  slow  of  ap- 
prehension. Desperate  men  were  in  the  habit  of  sei^ng  these  people, 
taking  them  South  and  selling  them  into  bondage.  The  people  of  those 
States  and  of  Pennsylvania  sent  numerous  petitions  to  Congress,  asking 
that  body  to  pass  suitable  laws  for  securing  these  emancipated  slaves  iu 
the  enjoyment  of  their  liberty. 

This  appeal  to  Congress  to  maintain  the  rights  for  the  support  of  which 
the  Government  had  been  founded  attracted  attention.  A  resolution 
directing  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  "  to  report  a  bill  to  prevent 
the  kidnapping  of  free  negroes  and  mulattoes,''  was  adopted,  and  the 
Committee  reported  a  bill,  but  it  does  not  appear  to  have  been  called  up 
for  action.  Indeed,  northern  members  appeared  timid  and  unwilling  to 
bring  forward  any  subject  offensive  to  their  southern  friends. 

This  feeling  was  further  manifested  on  a  bill  to  raise  revenue  by  direct 
taxation  upon  slaves.  It  was  reported  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  but  no  further  action  was  had  upon  it. 
^^^^ ,  The  Qaakers  of  North  Carolina,  in  obedience  to  the  canons 
of  their  church  adopted  in  1776,  declaring  that  no  member  should 
hold  slaves,  emancipated  their  bondsmen.  The  number  of  persons  thufr 
set  free  is  unknown.  But  certain  individuals  entertained  the  opinion  that 
men  had  no  right  thus  to  emancipate  the  servants  whom  they  had  held 
in  bondage,  and  they  seized  the  emancipated  people  as  fugitives  from 
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fierrice.  Tbe  Quakers  appfied  to  the  judidarj,  and  were  at  first  de- 
feated. But  thej  appealed  to  the  court  of  dernier  resort,  and  succeeded 
in  obtaining  a  final  Judgment  declaring  the  right  of  every  master  to  emaih 
cipate  his  slayes.  B  j  this  dedsion  sereral  boadred,  perdaps  a  thousand, 
Biaves  were  transformed  into  free  citiz^is  of  that  State.  But  this  eman- 
cipation b  j  the  Qaakers  originated'  in  religions  principle,  which  seemed 
to  imply  that  those  who  continned  to  hold  slaves  could  not  be  regarded 
as  conforming  to  religions  dnty.  SlaTeholders  were  restless  under  this 
implied  reproof,  and  petitioned  the  Legislature  of  that  State  to  deTiso 
means  for  remedying  what  they  termed  "  the  evils  of  enuMuipaHonJ^ 

Hie  Legislature  did  not  hesitate  to  pass  an  act  authorising  men  who 
held  a  certain  amonnt  of  real  estate  to  captnre  and  relfnslaye  the  persons 
preylously  emancipated,  excepting  thou  who  had  served  in  the  army  of  the 
Revolutum, 

But  the  class  of  men  thus  authorized  to  x^apture  and  ^slave  their  f^ 
low-beings  were  educated  and  unwillii^  to  engage  in  such  piratical  work, 
and  they  unanimously  refused  to  enter  upon  it.  Under  these  drcum* 
stances,  the  Legislature  passed  an  amendatory  act,  authorizing  a^y  jwr* 
3071S  to  arrest  those  who  had  been  emancipated,  and  on  proof  being  made 
that  they  had  been  thus  set  free,  they  were  to  be  sold  at  public  aucticA 
to  interminable  servitude. 

Nor  should  the  feelings  of  men  at  the  present  age  be  shocked  at  this 
manifestation  of  barbarism  by  the  Legislature  of  North  Carolina.  If  it 
be  once  admitted  that  legislatures  or  goTemments  may  in  any  caae 
murder  or  enslave  innocent  persons,  the  time  and  occasion  for  dcnng  it 
must  rest  entirely  with  those  who  possess  the  power.  The  effect  of  this 
legtsiatiye  act  was  precisely  that^hich  was  intended  by  those  voting  for 
it — men  of  desperate  character,  gamblers,  horse-tbieyes  and  outlaws  en- 
gaged in  hunting  and  capturing  these  helpless  and  almost  friendless  peo- 
ple. The  Quakers  assisted  them  so  far  as  they  were  able.  They  secreted 
some  and  fed  them  until  an  opportunity  was  presented  for  their  escape. 
We  have  no  authentic  account  of  the  number  recaptured  in  North  Garo- 
lina.'*'  Nor  have  we  any  data  by  which  to  arrive  at  the  number  who 
were  captured  under  the  fugitive  act  after  reachmg  other  States  and  car- 
ried bade  to  North  Carolina  and  sold  into  bondage.  Many  are  said  to 
have  stopped  in  Yirginia  and  Maryland,  where  the  State  laws  regard  all 
colored  persons  as  slaves  who  cannot  prove  their  fi:eedom.  These  were 
■aid  to  have  been  sdzed  and  sold  into  slavery  in  those  States,  where  such 

*  The  reooHt  of  tbo  Ooort  of  Appoato  for  the  oonntlet  of  Per^olouHU,  PMqaoUnk  and  ChowM 
ttow  that  000  boDdred  cad  tbirty-a«TOD  of  tiion  omanelpatod  poopl^  wero  sold  by  tbe  Sheriff  to 
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trftOfiflctioDS  were  00  frequent  ae  to  excite  no  particniar  attention.  Otiien 
reached  Pennsylyania,  where  thej  recognized  the  Quakers  as  friends  of 
homanitj;  and  making  them  acquainted  with  their  situation,  were  pro- 
Tided  for  and  protected*  Others^  fleeing  to  Philadelphia,  where  Gongrees 
was  sitting,  were  seized  under  the  f ugitiye  act  and  imprisoned  in  that  cit  j. 
While  thus  imprisoned,  thej  drew  up  a  short  history  of  the  persecutions 
to  which  they  had  been  subjected.  To  this  was  attached  a  petition  and 
prayer  for  relief,  and  this  memorial  was  sent  to  Congress,  then  in  session. 
Mr.  Swanwick,  of  Pennsylyania,  presented  their  petition  to  the  House 
of  Bepresentatives,  and  moved  "  its  reference  to  a  select  committee." 

Mr.  Blount,  of  North  Carolina,  hoped  the  petition  would  not  be  r«- 
caved.  He  beliered  they  were  slaves  under  the  laws  of  North  Carolina, 
although  they  had  been  manumitted  by  their  masters  and  pronounced 
free  by  the  courts  of  that  State,  and  admitted  to  be  so  by  the  Legislatere 
which  had  provided  for  their  re^fnslavement. 

Mr.  Thatcher,  of  Massachusetts,  did  not  regard  them  as  slaves.  He 
thought  the  petitions  should  be  sent  to  the  committee  on  the  fugitive 
slave  law,  which  should  be  so  modified  as  to  protect  such  people. 

Mr.  Blount  replied  somewhat  arrogantly,  asserting  that  they  were 
slaves,  and  ong^t  not  to  be  allowed  the  right  of  petition  until  they  should 
prove  their  freedom. 

Mr.  Sitgreaves,  of  Pennsylvania,  would  reverse  the  rule  laid  down  by 
Mr.  Blount,  and  allow  them  the  right  of  petition,  until  they  were  proven 
to  be  slaves. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolmaf  would  have  the  petition  sealed  up  and 
■eat  back  to  the  petitioners. 

Mr.  Christie,  of  Maryland,  naid  it  was  useless  to  send  this  memorial  to 
a  committee,  as  the  petitioners  could  not  prove  whether  they  were  slaves  or 
not ;  and  he  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,.  Mr.  Swanwick, 
would  never  present  another  such  petition. 

Mr.  Yamum,  of  Massachusetts,  hoped  the  petition  would  be  referred. 
He  stated  that  the  petitioners  complained  of  the  fugitive  act,  and  their 
complaints  ought  to  be  listened  to  and  their  grievances  redressed. 

From  these  extracts  the  reader  will  judge  of  the  character  of  the  de- 
bate. No  more  grave  question  was  ever  presented  to  any  legislative 
body.  It  involved  the  fundamental  principles  which  lie  at  the  basis  of 
all  human  governments.  The  first  question  presented  was  :  *'  Did  the 
members  of  the  Legislature  of  North  Carolina  possess  the  legitimate,  the 
moral,  or  the  just  power  to  enslave  these  innocent  persons  7  By  placing 
their  mandate  upon  the  statute  book  in  the  form  of  a  law,  declaring  the 
manner  in  which  these  men  and  women  should  be  captured  and  enslaved, 


dU  they  impose  any  moral  obligatioii  upon  them  to  submit  and  become 
ilaTes  ?  Did.  thej  confer  any  moral  or  legitimate  authority  upon  gamb- 
len,  horse  thieves  and  outlaws,  to  enslave  those  victims  ?  Had  these 
people  in  defending  their  liberties  slain  the  bloodhounds,  horse  thieves 
and  gamblers,  would  they  have  committed  any  moral  wrong  in  so 
doing  r 

The  fugitive  act  was  also  used  to  relfnslave  those  persons  who  had 
been  set  free;  and  Congress  and  the  free  States  were  thus  involved  in  the 
support  of  this  barbarism  of  North  Carolina;  but  these  considcrationa 
fafled  to  secure  even  a  reception  for  the  petition.  The  House,  by  an  ex- 
hibition of  subservience  to  the  slave  power  unworthy  of  the  representa- 
tives of  a  free  people,  refused  to  receive  the  petition,  only  thirty-three 
members  voting  in  favor  of  its  reception,  while  fifty  voted  against  it. 

From  the  commencement  of  the  Government^  it  had  been  a  subject  of 
constant  complaint,  that  free  negroes  and  mulattoes  were  kidnapped  in 
the  free  States,  carried  South  and  enslaved.  The  subject  was  one  on 
which  Congress  was  f^quently  memorialized,  and  during  the  session  of 
1*191  a  Committee  of  the  House  was  appointed  to  consider  these  memo- 
rials. 

Kr.  Swanwick,  of  Pennsylvania,  from  that  committee,  made  a  short 
r^rt,  stating  the  opinion  of  the  committee  that  the  subject  had  bet- 
ter be  left  to  the  action  of  the  several  States ;  although  it  appears 
that  his  own  State,  at  that  very  time,  could  not  protect  the  free  men  and 
women  who  had  fled  to  it  from  North  Carolina,  because  of  the  fugitive 
law  which  Congress  maintained  and  kept  in  force.'*' 

Congress  had  assumed  the  support  of  slavery  in  1793,  and,  in  ^^^ 
the  short  space  of  five  years,  appears  to  have  come  almost  entirely 
nnder  the  control  of  the  slave  interest.  During  this  period  no  measure 
tending  directly  in  favor  of  freedom  had  received  the  sanction  of  Con- 
gress, except  that  of  excluding  foreign  slavedealers  from  fitting  out  their 
vessels  in  American  ports.  Yet  southern  men  entirely  discarded  the  idea 
of  rendering  slavery  permanent  On  the  contrary,  they  spoke  of  the  io- 
Btitution  deprecatingly,  declared  their  abhorrence  of  it,  and  assured  their 
norUxem  friends  that  they  hoped  at  some  day  to  see  it  abolished.  These 
declarations  led  northeni  members  to  sympathize  with  them,  to  regard 
slavery  as  a  burden  which  they  were  willing  to  assist  in  bearing:  yet  in- 
dividual members  were  occasionally  led  to  the  expression  of  principles 
tbat  were  offensive  to  slaveholders.    Thus^  when  the  bill  to  organize  a  ter- 

*  Slztj  jtAn  iab8e<iaent1y  the  dare  SUtet  eompUIned  of  inch  enactments  bj  the  free  Statee, 
•nd  aoaUy  Mtlgned  the  pMMge  of  lawi  tat  tbe  protoetion  of  tr%9  colored  penona  ai  ooo  of  tbo 
ottMW  of  tbo  robeUIon  ^  ISet 
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ritorial  govenunent  in  Mississippi  was  nnder  consideratioii,  Mr.  Thatcher, 
of  Massachusetts,  offered  an  amendment  exdading  slayerj  from  the  terri- 
tory, althongfa  Oeoi^ia  had  claimed  it  as  a  part  of  that  State  and  had 
by  her  laws  established  slayery  therdn,  and  now  consented  to  its  being 
transferred  to  the  United  States  upon  condition  that  slarery  should  not 
be  abolished.  The  moyer  dedaied  that  his  motion  was  made  in  order  to 
sustain  the  **rights  of  memP 

Mr.  Harper,  of  South  Carolma,  did  not  believe  the  motion  was  a  pro- 
per mode  of  sustaining  '*  the  rights  of  man."  If  sostained,  he  said  it 
woald  banish  erery  slayeholder  from  the  territory,  and  exclude  those  who 
were  absent. 

Mr.  Yamum,  of  Massachusetts,  insisted  that  where  a  part  of  our  spe- 
cies where  held  m  bondage,  there  could  be  no  proper  respect  for  the  rights 
of  humanity.  He  hoped  that  Congress  would  so  far  respect  those  rights 
as  hot  to  legislate  slavery  any  further  than  it  then  existed,  j^e  "looked 
upon  the  holding  of  blacks  in  sla/oery  in  this  cowntry  to  he  equally  eriawnal 
vnth  that  of  the  Algerines  in  carrying  our  citizens  into  slavery," 

•To  these  distinct  charges  of  barbarous  despotism  no  southern  man 
took  exception,  otherwise  than  to  complain  that  it  was  calculated  to  stir 
up  ill  feellDg  in  the  South  and  to  diminish  the  yalue  of  slave  property. 
The  debate  on  this  proposition  was  somewhat  protracted  and  was  char- 
acterized by  frequent  allusions  to  the  "  inalienable  rights  of  men,"  although 
the  speakers  appeared  to  regard  the  American  Republic  as  actually  sus- 
taining slavery,  and  only  twelve  votes  were  cast  in  favor  of  Mr.  Thatch- 
er's proposed  amendment. 

But  while  Congress  and  the  great  body  of  the  people  appeared  to  have 
lost  sight  of  the  essential  objects  for  whicl^  the  Oovernment  had  been  es- 
tablished; and  instead  of  exerting  its  influence  and  constitutional  powers 
to  secure  liberty,  was  actually  prostituting  those  powers  to  establish  slav- 
ery, the  Quakers  remained  faithM  to  their  religion  and  to  mankind.  They 
deeply  sympathized  with  their  brethren  in  North  Carolina,  who  wore 
suffering  persecution  for  having  given  freedom  to  their  slaves  ;  and  at 
their  yearly  meeting  they  adopted  a  memorial  to  Congress,  solemnly  in- 
voking that  body  **  to  take  into  consideration  the  circumstances  of  one 
hundred  and  thirty-four  persons,  and  many  others,  whose  cases  had  not 
been  made  public,  recently  emancipated  in  North  Carolina  by  members 
of  theur  church  and  i^ain  enslaved  under  authority  of  retrospective  laws 
of  that  State."  "  Husbands,  wives  and  children  (said  they)  are  separated 
from  each  other,  and,  with  acts  of.  a  similar  nature  practised  in  other 
States,  has  a  tendency  to  brmg  down  the  judgments  of  a  righteous  God 
upon  our  land."    The  memorial  also  referred  to  the  "-solemn  pledge  of 
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the  Continental  GongresB  of  l*l*li,  not  to  engage  in  the  slaye  trade  or  to 
purchase  slayes  that  shonid  thereafter  be  imported.''^ 

Mr.  Gallatin,  a  member  of  high  moral  and  political  poedtion,  presented 
tliis  memorial  to  the  Honse  of  Representatires,  and  moved  its  second 
reading.  Bonthem  members  opposed  this  motion,  charging  the  Qnakers 
with  impertinently  troubling  the  House  with  this  subject,  which  tended  to 
stirap  the  slayes  of  the  Sonth  to  inflict  calamities  of  &r  greater  conse- 
qnence  than  the  evils  then  existing.  They  referred  to  events  then  trans- 
piring in  St.  DcMningo,  and  insisted  that  the  memorialists  were  endeavor- 
ing to^tir  np  ramilar  scenes  in  the  United  States,  and  one  member  insnlt- 
ingly  proposed  to  lay  the  memorial  u/nder  the  table.  They,  however, 
admitted  that  the  fugitive  slave  act  was  greatly  complained  of,  and  ex- 
pressed a  willingness  that  its  abuses  should  be  inquh*ed  into;  but  insisted 
that  the  law  of  North  Carolina  was  vaUd,  declared  that  the  State  had  a 
right  to  re({nslave  the  persoiis  set  free  by  the  Quakers,  and  that  Oour 
gress  was  bound  ta  sustain  her  in  that  legislation. 

In  this  debate 'southern  statesmen  first  publicly  threatened  to  dissolve 
the  Union,  if  Congress  persisted  in  discussing  the  sulject  of  slavery. 
They  declared  that  a  prejudice  then  existed  in  the  South,  that  the  north- 
em  and  eastern  States  were  opposed  to  ''this  kind  of  property,  with 
which  they  had  no  right  to  interfere." 

On  the  other  hand,  the  right  of  petition  was  maintained  and  the  char- 
acter of  the  Quakers  was  vindicated,  and  great  abhorrence  of  the  barbar- 
ous character  of  North  Carolina  legislation  expressed.  'The  motion 
for  a  second  reading  of  the  memorial  and  its  commitment  to  a  select 
committee  was  carried  by  a  vote  of  fifty-nine  in  the  affirmative,  which, 
being  a  majority  of  all  the  members,  the  negative  was  not  counted ;  and 
although  perhaps  the  only  legitimate  remedy  sought  by  the  memorial 
was  a  repeal  of  the  fugitive  slave  law,  yet  the  committee,  in  their  report, 
did  not  even  refer  to  that  act,  but  stated  that  the  evils  complaiied  of 
were  only  to  he  remedied  by  the  several  States. 

The  traffic  in  African  slaves  still  continued,  and  although  Con-  ,^^^ 
gress  could  not  prohibit  it  until  a.d.  1808,  yet  they  had  the 
power  to  prohibit  the  fitting  out  of  slave  ships  by  other  nations  in  our 
own  ports,  and  to  prohibit  Americans  from  exporting  slaves  from  the 
United  States  to  other  governments.  The  law  of  1795  on  this  subject 
had  proven  ineffectual,  and  slaves  were  still  purchased  in  American  ports 

^  lUi  refareoM  to  **  adi  of  a  ilffillar  natare'*  ii  not  totj  dearly  e«prMwd ;  bvt  Is  premmed  te 
refer  to  the  kSdnapplag  of  free  colored  men  la  Delaware,  Maryland  and  Pennaylranla,  and  carrf* 
ing  them  Soatli  and  felling  them  as  Blares,  a  sabject  on  which  the  Quaken  often  petitioned  Con- 
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wdcanied  to  New  Orleans,  to  Caba  and  other  West  India  islands. 
Bat  the.  manner  in  which  Congress  had  treated  petitions  on  this  subject 
created  distrust  among  the  people,  and  it  appeared  necessary  for  that 
body  to  take  some  action  testifying  its  fidelity  to  the  cause  of  liberty.  A 
bill  was  therefore  introduced  to  the  consideration  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives prohibiting  all  citizens  of  the  United  States  from  engaging 
in  the  slave  trade  except  in  the  manner  pointed  out  by  the  laws  of  some 
State  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Rhode  Island,  opposed  the  bill  He  could  not  see  why 
Americans  should  be  prohibited  from  engaging  in  this  commerce,  which 
he  declared  was  very  f  .Itable,  making  a  market  for  an  immense  quan- 
tity of  New  England  rum,  thereby  aiding  and  encouraging  the  distillo* 
ries  of  that  section  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Nicholas,  of  Virginia,  said  he,  with  many  other  southern  members, 
was  constrained  to  hold,  slaves,  noi  from  choice,  but  from  necessity,  bat 
hoped  that  at  no  distant  day  his  State  would  be  free  frgm  that  curse. 
He  was  anxious  to  see  whether  there  was  another  member  tDiUing  to  tmtt 
with  Mr,  Brown  in  opposition  to  the  hill. 

The  bill,  however,  did  not  prevent  men  from  following  the  slave  trade 
"  under  the  laws  of  any  State,"  and  therefore  the  members  from  southern 
'States  voted  for  the  bill  with  the  exceptions  of  Messrs.  Huger  and  Rut- 
ledge,  of  South  Carolina;  Mr.  Brown,  of  Rhode  Island,  and  Mr.  Dickson, 
of  North  Carolina^ 

^^p^«  lUke  coastwise  slave  trade  was  carried  on  at  the  period  to  whic^ 
we  are  referring  in  a  most  barbarous  manner  from  Maryland, 
Delaware  and  Virginia  to  South  Carolina  and  Georgia.  The  victims  of 
this  traffic  were  kept  in  utter  ignorance  of  their  sale  unt'd  the  slave  mer- 
chant had  purchased  the  desired  number  and  prepared  to  transport  them 
to  market  They  were  then  taken  to  the  place  of  rendezvous  and  im- 
prispned  in  cellars  and  jails  at  or  near  some  port  until  they  were  hurried 
OB  board  the  vessel  designed  to  carry  them  South.  At  the  moment  of 
going  on  board  they  were  usually  joined  by  free  colored  persons  who  had 
been  arrested  under  professed  authority  of  the  fugitive  slave  law,  and 
others  who  had  been  kidnapped  without  such  pretense,  and  all  were 
crowded  together  in  the  hold  of  some  small  vessel  and  carried  to  the  bar- 
racoons  of  South  Carolina  or  Georgia.  These  offences  were  perpetrated 
with  perfect  impunity,  and  probably  at  no  period  of  American  history 
has  the  slave  power  ruled  our  nation  with  more  despotic  sway  than  at 
the  close  of  the  eighteenth  century. . 

The  Quakers  h^  been  treated  with  such  disrespect  and  their  memorials 
80  long  disregarded,  that  for  the  time  they  ceased  to  petition  Congress  oa 
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the  sabject  of  crimes  which  had  become  so  familiftr  aa  to  lose  the  lM>rron 
with  which  good  men  had  viewed  them  ;  bat  the  ftee  people  of  color  in 
FhOadelphia  and  vicinity  sent  to  Congress  a  memorial  stating  the  foots 
referred  to,  and  prayed  protection  and  relief  from  that  body. 

The  Memorial  was  respectMy  presented  and  its  reference  to  a  oom- 
mittee  moved.  Sonthem  members  hoped  it  would  be  laid  on  the  table 
Mid  never  again  called  np.  They  spoke  of  the  "colored  gmUnmnuP  who 
had  signed  the  petition  in  thQ  most  bitter  irony,  wishing  northern  mem- 
bers joy  in  their  new  association  with  tiroes  ;  said  they  too  had  colored 
men,  bnt  they  were  slaves,  and  they  thanked  Ood  that  they  were  slaves, 
and  not  at  liberty  to  aU  their  master^  throats.  They  referred  with  great 
apparent  contempt  to  the  "  new  fongled  Frefneh  philosophy^  that  proposed 
wmversal  freedom;  and  declared  it  injnrions  to  discoss  the  snlgects  embraced 
in  the  petition.* 

This  is  believed  to  be  the  first  instance  in  which  even  sonthem  menh 
bers  of  Congress  publicly  expressed  gratification  that  slavery  existed 
among  them.^  They  had,  however,  constantly  exhibited  an  increasing 
self-importance  and  assurance  from  the  time  that  Congress  consented  to 
act  in  favor  of  "  the  institution."  On  the  present  occasion  northern 
members  replied  that  the  fugitive  slave  law  was  introduced  by  southern 
members,  who  solicited  thdr  northern  brethren  to  vote  for  it.  That  it  now 
contributed  to  aid  those  piratical  kidnappers  who  captured  freemen  and 
enslaved  them.  Its  repeal  was  therefore  a  sabject  of  legitimate  debate. 
The  matter  was  finally  referred  to  a  select  committee,  who  made  no  re- 
port, and  the  proposition  was  no  more  agitated  at  that  session. 

The  historian  would  be  unfaithful  to  the  cause  of  f^dom  were     ^^^ 
he  sQent  as  to  the  great  service  rendered  to  advancing  civilization 
by  Mr.  Jefferson  on  coming  into  the  ofEice  of  President. 

Even  while  the  convention  that  framed  the  Constitution  was  in  session 
it  was  seen  that  two  opinions  were  entertained  by  the  founders  of  our 
Government.  One  class  of  statesmen  were  in  favor  of  retaining  so  mudi 
of  the  monarchal  principle  as  in  their  opinion  was  necessary  to  constitute 
a  stf ong  government.  The  other  were  in  favor  of  leaving  as  much  poww 
in  the  hands  of  the  people  as  could  be  left  with  them  and  yet  establish 
a  government  with  sufficient  authority  to  execute  its  laws.  Mr.  Hamil- 
toa  became  the  leader  of  the  former  party,  which  guided  the  legislative 
action  of  Congress  during  the  administration  of  both  Presidents,  Wash* 
ingbon  and  the  elder  Adams.    The  latter  party  was  led  by  Mr.  Jeffar- 
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•OD,  who  iiiiiiif  il  pfWD  m  rtrietcOMtroetfqpof  the  Constitolion,  dechriiig 
that  CoagTMi  poaened  no  sothoritj  to  legisUte  on  any  safaject  mden 
ezpnssiff  amtkmrtti  to  do  so  by  thb  CoMsnirnoir. 

llie  FedenliilB,  ud0r  Mr.  HalBUtol^  iiMBted  that  (^^ 
kte  mdcr  implied  anthoritj  of  the  Gontitiition  wh^ieTer  that  body 
should  deeai  noh  l^pHlatioa  neoeaKry. 

In  1798,  ina  time  of  peace,  OoogreaB  passed  an  aet  to  panish  peraons 
who  should  eonpire  to  oi^nse  any  oMtasore  of  OoTernment  or  impede 
the  opemtion  of  any  law,  or  intimidate  any  oflloer  in  executing  any  law, 
**  at  ikmdd  fuUiMk  amy  faht,  maUeUmi  or  defamatory  words  against  ths 
GonemmeiU  of  tie  Umted  States,  or  agaUut  eitker  Htmst  of  Congress,  or 
agamut  the  PressdeiU,  or  should  exalt  against  them  or  either  of  them  the 
haired  of  the  feepk." 

Mr.  Jeiferson  and  the  Bepablican  party  denied  that  Congress  pos- 
seased  any  Conatitotional  authority  whaterer  to  pass  such  a  law.  That 
as  in  doing  this  GcKigress  had  orerstepped  its  authority,  the  act  must  be 
tM;  that  it  ponessed  no  element  of  kw,  imposed  no  oUigation,  and 
eonteied  no  authority  on  any  person  to  execute  it. 

The  issue  was  of  the  highest  importance.  Indeed^  it  was  rital  to  all 
free  goremments.  Party  sphit  ran  high,  and  soon  indictments  were 
found  in  the  district  courts  then  sitting  in  Tarious  States  agamst  men 
who  treated  the  enactment  as  rdd.  The  most  distinguished  attorneys 
were  engaged  and  the  constitutionality  of  the  ]aw  was  fully  discussed. 
The  district  courts  decided  that  it  was  c(»stitntionaI.  The  cases  were 
remoTed  to  the  Suprane  Oourt  of  the  United  States  and  again  argued, 
and  that  high  tribunal  decided  the  kw  to  be  constitutional. 

The  Federalists  now  supposed  thehr  (pinions  confirmed  and  settled  for^ 
erer.  The  Republicans  denied  that  any  such  power  was  vested  in  the 
courts.  They  were  only  authorized  to  dedde  the  cases  before  them, 
nothing  more;  to  that  decision  the  parties  were  bound  to  submit;  not  so 
with  the  people.  They  framed  the  Constitution,  and  they  alone  could 
give  final. construction  to  it.  They  could  elect  a  President  who  would 
disregard  the  decision,  who  would  nominate  judges  that  would  overrule 
it,  and  as  Mr.  Jefferson  had  denied  the  constitutionality  of  the  law,  and 
as  it  was  believed  that  a  great  majority  of  the  people  denied  it,  it  w^ 
proper  that  he  should  be  the  next  preddent.  There  were  other  issues 
and  other  considerations  involved  in  the  presidential  election  of  1800; 
but  this  is  believed  to  be  the  only  constitutional  question  then  agitated. 

Mr.  Jeiferson  was  elected  upon  this  issue,  and,  conscious  of  the  cor- 
rectness of  his  doctrine,  he  at  once  pardoned  all  persons  who  were  indict- 
ed or  convicted  under  the  sedition  law.    This  was  probably  one  of  the 
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fHTondeet  iriunphs  of  prindide  achkred  by  the  peo^^  of  our  TTnion  f 
the  adoption  of  the  Gonstitatioii ;  bat  we  are  led  to  pause  (and  inquire 
wh  J  Mr.  Jefferson  and  the  Bepabhcane  of  that  day  did  not  apply  the 
doctrine  thus  estaUiahed  to  the  fugitive  fllaye  aet,  so  palpably  a  Yiolation 
of  the  GoDstitation  as  well  as  of  the  "  natnral  law  T'  The  only  answer 
to  the  mquiry  is,  that  the  davehoUUng  ni^uemz  them  rolti  the  nation* 

At  the  commencement  <tf  the  present  eentory  Congress  aocq>ted  j^g^^ 
grants  from  Maryland  and  Yiiglnia  of  the  territory  which  sub* 
seqnently  constituted  the  District  of  Cdambia,  and  passed  an  act /or 
its  organization.  By  this  act^  the  laws  of  Yizginia  were  dedared  to  re- 
^main  in  force  in  the  territory  ceded  by  that  State,  and  the  laws  of  Mary- 
land were  dedared  to  be,  and  remain,  in  force  in  the  territory  ceded  by 
that  State,  thus  making  the  siaTe  laws  of  those  States  aett  of  Congress, 
These  laws  had  been  enacted  in  a  darker  and  more  barbarous  age,  and 
were  wholly  unsuited  to  the  then  state  of  civilization  in  the  free  States. 
Tet  the  subject  of  the  slave  code  does  not  appear  to  have  been  discussed 
or  examined  at  the  time  it  was  adopted  by  Congress.  Indeed  its 
bearing  upon  slavery  does  not  appear  to  have  been  referred  to  at  the 
time,'*'    • 

The  struggles  for  liberty  by  the  colored  people  of  the  Frendi     ^3^1 
West  India  islands  attracted  much  attention  both  in  Europe  and 
America.    The  emandpated  slaves  from  Hayti  often  sought  an  asylum 
in  the  United  States.    Their  presence  ampng  the  slaves  of  our  southern 
States  were  said  to  exert  an  "  unhi^py  influence  in  favor  of  liberty." 

The  people  of  Wilmington,  North  Carolina,  memorialized  Congress  on 
the  subject,  praying  that  body  to  pass  a  law  inflicting  severe  penaltifls 
upon  persons  landing  in  any  State  whose  laws  prohibited  their  presence. 
This  demand  for  protecting  shikvery  from  the  moral  influences  of  freedom 
was  regarded  as  somewhat  extnunnlinary;  but  a  bill  was  introduced  de- 
clarmg  the  ship,  tackle  and  furniture  employed  m  importing  such  eman^ 
dpated  slaves  to  be  forfdted,  and  requiring  ofBcers  of  the  United  States 
to  enforce  the  law.  The  biU  wae  strongly  opposed,  and  from  the  meagre 
report  of  the  debate  thei^e  appears  to  have  been  much  northeiyi  as  well 
as  soitthem  feeling  elicited.  The  advocates  of  the  measure  have  left  no 
record  of  their  arguments  in  favor  of  the  policy,  bat  the  bill  passed  with- 
out  any  record  of  the  ayes  and  noes. 

The  people  of  the  slave  States  now  demanded  a  more  effident  fiogitive 

•  ByftfUitat«of  UM7lMd,tli«ilaiiM«e,ifaiUT«iPmooBTlitodtfi^ 
building!,  the  eourt  were  Authorised  to  order  him  hanged,  hit  head  levered  from  his  bodjr,  his  body 
divided  Into  four  quarters  and  dbpoeed  of  as  the  court  should  direct ;  and  thb  statute  remained  la 
forae  In  ttM  cily  of  Washlofftaa  natU  tha  aboHtloB  oi  dftranr  in  that  cMy  In  186S. 
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Uw.  They  oomplaiDed  that  fllares  left  tbeir  masters  aod  fled  into  tbt 
free  States,  where,  by  their  labor,  thejwere  able  to  obtain  food  and 
olothing.  They  therefore  wonld  remain  in  such  firee  States  rather  thaa 
retom  to  their  masters. 

Mr.  Nicholson,  of  Maryland,  introdaced  a  bill  in  the  Honse  of  Repre- 
sentatiTes,  prohibiting  persons  ukler  severe  penalties  from  employing  any 
bhM^  or  mulatto  laborer  who  ooold  not  show  his  title  to  liberty  by  acep- 
tificate  from  some  court  of  record,  some  judge,  or  some  jasttce  of  the 
peace.  The  bill  also  made  it  the  duty  of  the  person  so  employing  any 
Uack  or  mulatto  to  publish  a  descr^>tion  Of  the  person  so  employed  in 
two  newspapers  of  general  circulation. 

But  these  despotic  provisions  provoked  debate.  Northern  members 
declared  themselves  unwilling  to  impose  up<m  every  black  or  mulatto 
in  the  free  States,  the  expense  of  obtaining  and  carrying  about  with  him 
the  evidence  of  his  right  to  freedom.  And  they  revolted  at  the  propost^ 
tion  that  northern  fanners  and  medianics  should  be  at  the  trouble  and  ^ 
pense  of  publishing  in  two  newq»pers  a  description  of  the  kborers  who 
served  them. 

But  the  debate  was  conducted  in  good  temper,  and  the  bill  was  <le> 
feated  by  a  majority  of  three  votes. 

^^^.  Upon  the  admission  of  Ohio  into  the  Union,  a  territorial  go^ 
emment  had  been  formed  in  Indiana,  and  William  Henry  HanrL 
•on,  a  Yirginian  by  birth  and  education,  was  appointed  Governor.  Moel 
of  the  inhabitants  at  that  time  living  in  the  territory  had  emigrated  from 
Kentucky,  Yirginiai  and  other  slave  States.  The  country  was  new  and 
required  great  labor  to  redw^e  the  lands  to  cultivation.  The  pec^le  feel- 
ing a  strong  attachment  to  slavery,  very  naturally  desired  the  benefit  of 
slave  labor  to  aid  them  in  clearing  their  lands. 

To  obtain  that  privilege,  a  large  convention  .was  called  at  Vincennes; 
Governor  Harrison  presided.  The  meeting  adopted  a  series  of  resolii- 
tions^  asking  Congress  to  sijppend  for  ten  years  the  operations  of  the  sixth 
article  of  the  ordinance  of  llSt,  which  prohibited  slavery  in  the  territory 
northwest  of  the  Ohio  Biver. 

The  Governor  inclosed  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting  in  a  letter  to 
Oongress,  urging  compliance  with  the  memorial  The  letter  and  proceed- 
ings of  the  meeting  were  req)ectfully  referred  to  a  select  committee,  who 
reported  that  such  a  suspension  of  the'  ordinance  would  be  inerpedmU; 
and  this  effort  to  re^tablish  slavery  in  that  territory  was  defeated. 

It  was  during  the  year  of  whicb  we  are  now  writing,  that  South  Caro- 
lina first  shocked  the  conscience  of  the  American  people  by  her  action  in 
lavor  of  the  slave  trade.    For  nearly  a  century,  the  Quakers  of  WngiMiii 
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Md  many  of  that  aeet  in  the  United  Btatee,  had  regarded  the  traffic 
in  hoqian  beings  as  barbaroos;  and  long  before  the  Berolntion  the 
peq>le  of  the  Colonies  had  combined  to  disooorage  and  abolish  it,  and 
nearly  every  State  passed  laws  to  prohibit  it.  Nor  did  South  OaroKna 
hedtate  to  pnrify  her  people  and  gOTemmrat  from  that  dime.  By  sta- 
tute she  prohibited  the  importation  of  sLares  under  seyere  penal- 
ties. Yet,  at  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  she  was  tenadoos 
of  retaining  the  trade  until  the  year  1808,  if  her  people  choose  to  pur- 
sue it.  And  now  her  legislature  repealed  the  law  prohibiting  the  im- 
portation of  slayeSy  and  her  slaredealers  resumed  the  barbarous  com- 
merce, which  had  been  so  long  regarded  as  disgraceful  to  Christiaa 
nations. 

The  attention  of  Congress  was  called  to  it.  Members  spoke  of  it  in 
great  sorrow;  said  tiiat  it  would  bring  disgrace  upon  the  naticm  ;  refer- 
red to  the  scenes  at  that  time  transpiring  in  St.  Domingo,  and  in  plain 
and  definite  language  assured  the  people  of  South  Carolina  that  they 
were  preparing  for  a  renewal  of  those  scenes  among  the  people  of  that 
State.  They  declared  slayery  to  be  a  war  v/pcn  himcm  lutiure  and  in 
perpetual  hostility  to  Christian  dyilization.  Maryland,  a  slaye  State 
through  her  legislature,  called  on  Congress  to  propose  to  the  States  such 
amendments  of  the  Federal  Constitution  as  would  foreyer  abolish  the . 
traffic  in  human  flesh.  But  no  efficient  action  was  taken  upon  the  sub- 
ject. 

The  purchase  of  the  yast  territory  called  Louisiana,  and  the  es-  ^^^^^ 
tablishment  of  a  territorial  goyemment  tbierein,  now  occupied  much 
of  the  time  of  Congress.  Southern  statesmea  had  looked  to  this  trans- 
action as  a  means  for  extending  the  slaye  interest  and  increasing  the 
slaye  power  eyen  before  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution.  In- 
deed, it  was  debated  in  the  Yirginia  conyention  called  to  ea^ness  the  con- 
sent of  that  State  to  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  compact. 

The  purchase  was  made  nnd^  Mr.  JetFerson's  administration  as  a  mas- 
ter of  necessity  in  order  to  secure  the  great  commercial  adyantages  of 
the  Missisdppi,  the  President  admitting  at  the  time  that  there  was  no 
constitutional  authority  in  the  Federal  Ooyemment  to  acquire  territory, 
but  he  declared  that  it  were  better  to  make  the  purchase  when  the  op- 
portonity  to  do  so  offered,  and  trust  to  Congress  and  the  people  the  duty 
of  so  amending  the  Constitution  as  to  render  the  purchase  legal  Thus 
the  first  extension  of  skyery  by  the  United  States  was  admitted  by  the 
Bxecutiye  io  be  vnoofutiMumoL 

The  treaty  of  purchase  slapulated  that  the  inhabitants  should  be 
*^edaitled  to  the  Unioa  with  all  the  rights,  adyantages,  and  inonuni- 
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ttn  of  dti»08  of  the  F&ited  States  f  Had  tide  pnmtAcm  w«8  eoMtroed 
to  goarantee  the  right  of  hoMiag  elareB.  Bat  ibt  people  of  the  free 
States  do  not  appear  to  hate  been  eoaseioiis  of  the  eTils  resoHing  firom  ' 
this  eztensioQ  of  the  slare  power  aiitil  a  fetr  months  sabseqnentl j  to  the 
ratification  of  the  treaty,  when  a  sh^  with  a  ftill  caigo  of  African  darss 
landed  at  J^ew  Orleans,  and  sold  her  hnman  chattels  with  perfect  impn- 
nitj,  to  the  amasement  and  horror  of  all  who  held  the  doctrines  of  oni- 
Teradl  liberty. 

The  people  of  the  free  States  now  awoke  to  the  fact  that  the  money 
of  the  nation  had  been  paid  for  the  parchase  of  a  slave  market  where  the 
hncksteis  in  hnman  flesh  oonkl  parsoe  their  rocation. 

A  large  meetuig  assembled  in  Philadelphia  to  express  the  feeling  ex» 
cited  by  this  ontrage  npon  oar  character  as  a  nation.  It  was  attended 
by  the  most  respectable  men  of  Pennsylrania,  and  was  styled  **  The 
American  Conrention  for  the  abolition  of  Slavery  and  Improrement  of 
the  African  Race.''  A  memorial  was  adopted  requesting  Congress  to  pass 
a  law  prohibiting  the  importation  of  slaTes  into  Looisiana.  Oongress 
reo^yed  the  petition  with  reqsect  and  passed  the  desired  law. 
1804.1  While  Sonth  Carolina  was  engaged  in  importing  Africans  to 
that  State  for  the  pnrpoee  of  retaining  them  in  perpetual  and  de- 
grading bondage,  the  Africans  of  Tripoli  were  engaged  in  seizing  and 
enslating  Americans,  and  holding  them  in  servitnde  less  barbwrous.  The 
States  of  Barbary  had  long  practised  the  capture  and  enslayement  of 
Americans,  whom  they  nsnally  released  for  a  definite  ransom  of  about 
fifteen  hundred  dollars.  Bat  the  Africans  enslaved  by  Sonth  Carolina 
were  never  held  subject  to  ransom.  They  were  slaves  for  life,  and  their 
descendants  after  them.  The  American  held  by  the  Mohammedans  of 
Tripoli  was  always  made  free  whenever  he  embraced  the  religion  of  the 
eonntry;  while  the  African,  on  embradng  the  Christian  religion,  was 
regarded  as  a  more  valuable  slave  than  before.  And  whenever  the  fe* 
male  slave  of  a  Mohammedan  bore  issue  to  her  master,  both  mother  and 
chikl  wore  made  free ;  while  in  our  slave  States  the  master  often  sold 
his  own  offspring  and  the  mother  of  his  children  to  interminable  servitnde 
in  another  State.  Tet,  although  our  people  were  held  in  a  bondage  to 
less  degrading  than  that  to  which  the  Africans  were  doomed  in  oar 
slave  States,  the  Government  did  not  hesitate  to  make  war  on  Tripoli 
A  naval  force  was  sent  there,  and  our  American  citizens  were  redeemed 
from  African  bondage  at  the  cannon's  mouth.  The  civilized  nations  of 
the  world  fully  justified  the  proceeding,  and  the  semi-barbariand  of  Tri- 
poli were  umially  denounced  as  "  pirates"  in  consequence  of  their  enslkv 
ing  the  Christians  of  oliier  muitiiia  f  while  Sooikh  Oarolina,  prefawig 
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to  be  a  CiiriStiaH  State,  was  engi^^  in  Beudng  tke  hei^tlieiifl  of  Africa 
and  liolding  them  in  perpetual  senitade.  ^ 

the  condition  of  the  District  of  Colombia  attracted  vmA  ai-  ^^^ 
tention  in  Congress.  Propositions  to  retrocede  that  portion  which 
lay  in  the  State  of  Yirginia  were  brought  forward  and  debated  at  great 
hsngth.  The  real  dlfficnlty,  howeyer,  was  apparently  kept  out  of  sight 
00  fitf  as  it  could  be  conreniently,  until,  on  the  18th  of  January,  whea 
Mr.  Bloan,  of  l^ew  Jersey,  presented  a  resolution  declaring. that  froin 
and  after  the  4th  July,  a.d.  1805,  all  black  and  mulatto  people  bom  in 
the  District  of  Columbia  of  slave  mothers  should  be  free.  This  moTO* 
ment  became  memorable  as  the  first  direct  attempt  to  give  liberty  to  the 
rtaYes  of  our  National  Metropolis.  The  resolution  occadoned  lio  debate, 
but  was  sustained  by  the  votes  of  Messrs.  Alexander,  Williams  and 
Wynn,  of  North  Carolina  ;  Archer,  of  Maryland,  and  Wilson,  of  Ken- 
tucky, all  of  whom  were  from  slave  States  ;  while  Messrs.  Hunt  and  Teii- 
liy,  of  New  Hampshire  ;  Cntter,  of  Massachusetts  ;  Davenport,  Grfswould 
and  Goddard,  of  Connecticut ;  Lyon  and  Olin,  of  Vermont ;  Riker, 
Thomas,  Van  Courtland,  Van  Renselaer,  and  Verplank,  of  New  York  ; 
Boyd  and  Ehner,  of  New  Jersey,  and  Hoge,  of  Pennsylvania,  rotei 
against  the  resolution,  which  was  lost  by  seventy-seven  against  and  thirty- 
one  in  favor  of  its  adoption. 

The  people  of  the  Island  of  St.  Domingo  had  been  set  free  by  ^^^^ 
iL  decree  of  the  French  Chamber  of  Deputies,  and  they  rejoiced 
when  the  chains  of  bondage  were  stricken  from  their  limbs.  But  wh^ 
the  French  government  attempted  to  reenslave  them,  they  gallantly  de- 
fended their  liberties,  settmg  at  defiance  the  armies  of  France,  and  ^ving 
to  the  world  conclusive  proof  that  they  loved  liberty  and  possessed  the 
gsQantry  tb  defend  it.  The  slave  power  now  sympathized  with  France, 
while  the  lovers  of  liberty  could  not  restrain  then-  ardent  prayers  for  the 
•access  of  the  people  of  Hayti.  An  attempt  to  introduce  a  bill  suspend- 
ing commercial  intercourse  with  that  island  had  brought  the  attention  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  subject  daring  the  previous  year  ; 
hot  that  body  refused  leave  for  its  introduction.  The  bin  was  agaia 
presented  during  the  year  1806,  and  called  forth  more  angry  debate  than 
any  other  subject  at  that  session.  Some  northern  Representatives  could 
not  consent  to  prohibit  the  people  of  Boston  from  the  rich  commerce  with 
that  island  in  order  to  keep  the  slaves  of  the  South  in  ignorance  of  the 
gaHant  etforts  of  their  brethren  in  St.  Domingo  on  behalf  of  liberty;  but 
tlie  hffl  passed  by  a  vote  of  ninety-two  to  twentynsax.* 
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In  the  Senate  there  was  little  oppontloii  to  the  taiD  eaeept  firom 
Hon*  John  Quincy  Adams.  He  opposed  its  passage,  and  gare  eTideaoe 
of  that  loYe  of  Jnstioe  and  Hberty  which  characterised  his  Qtbseqoent 
life. 

The  advocates  of  darerj  in  Indiana  again  petitioned  Ooogress  to  sas- 
pend  the  operation  ct  the  sixth  article  of  the  ordinance  of  1T8T,  trhich 
prohibited  slarery  in  oor  northwestern  territory.  The  petition  was  signed 
bj  the  QoTemor  and  L^islatiye  OonndL  Bat  the  Quakes  of  that  terri« 
tory  foresaw  that  a  sospenaon  of  the  prohibition  of  slayery,  if  granted, 
would  naturally  become  perpetoal,  and  the  institution  once  established, 
would  not  be  easUy  eradicated.  They  sent  to  Congress  their  remon* 
strances,  numerously  signed,  protesting  in  the  name  of  humanity  against 
any  suspension  of  the  rights  of  human  nature  in  that  territory. 

The  petitions  and  remonstrances  were  referred  to  a  select  committee 
of  the  Senate  and  promptly  reported  upon.  The  committee  unanimously 
irejected  the  proposition  to  introduce  darery  into  the  territory.  In  the 
House  of  Representatiyes  the  committee  reported  a  bill  suspending  the 
prohibition  of  slayery  for  ten  years ;  but  it  was  nerer  called  up  for 
action. 

^^ «  It  was  well  understood  throughout  the  nation  that  the  framers 
of  the  Constitution  expected  and  intended  the  prohibition  of  the 
jLfnceji  slaye  trade  at  the  earliest  moment  allowed  by  that  instrument 
The  Christian  world  expected  it,  and  a  bill  for  that  purpose  was  intro* 
duced  in  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Bradley,  of  Yormont.  It  met  with  yery  little 
jopposition,  was  passed  and  sent  to  the  House  for  concurrence.  Li  that 
body  difficulties  and  delays  attended  it.  Members  looked  upon  it  as  an 
expression  of  the  American  people  that  the  traffic  was  barbarous,  while 
South  Carolina  and  Georgia  were  supporting  and  malntainiBg  it.  But 
the  bill  passed,  to  take  effect  on  the  first  day  of  January,  ^.d.  1808, 
.this  being  the  earliest  time  at  which  the  mhibition  could  constitutionally 
take  eifect^ 

By  the  ninth  and  tenth  sections  of  this  act,  ample  proyisions  were 
made  for  protecting  the  coastwise  slaye  trade,  which  proyed  not  less 
barbarousin  its  character  than  the  foreign  traffic 

Perhaps  the  arrogance  and  barbarism  of  South  Carolina  was  neyer 
more  strikingly  illustrated  than  in  the  effi)rts  of  her  people  and  statesmen 
to  obtain  a  modification  of  this  act,  so  far  as  to  permit  her  slaye  ships 
which  should  fail  to  return  before  the  1st  of  January,  1808,  to  b|nng 
their  cargoes  of  humanity  to  that  State  with  impunity  after  the  act 
should  take  effect. 

Numerous  memorials  for  that  ol:9ect  woe  presented  to  the  House  of 
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RepreaeBtatiTes  bj  Mr.  Marion,  who  moyed  their  reference  to  a  select 
committee. 

Mr.  Masters,  of  New  York,  declared,  *'  If  there  be  a  subject  on  which 
petitions  ought  not  to  be  received,  it  must  be  that  of  the  slaye  trade.'' 
And  a  majority  of  the  House  agreed  with  him,  and  the  petitions  were 
fleeted. 
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CHAPTER  HL 

rai  DBYOnON  OF  OONGRXSS  TO  THK  IKTEBX3T8  OF  8LATBBT  OONTlprDXD— 
A  SLAYKHOLDING  GOYERNlCEinr  ESTABLISHED  TH  ABKANSAS — AX  ATTBMFT 
TO   S8TABUSH  8LAYEBT  IN  MISSOUBI  DEFEATED. 

j^Q^,  FoTTBTEEN  jears  had  now  elapsed  sinee  the  Federal  Goterfiment 
assnmed  the  power  of  legislating  ia  &Tor  of  slayery.  Dariiig 
that  time  Congress  provided  for  the  arrest  and  retam  of  fogitiye  slaves, 
established  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in  the  District  of  Colombia,  pro- 
vided for  the  coastwise  slave  trade,  and  had  added  the  vast  slave 
territory  of  Lomsiana  to  the  Union. 

In  the  enactment  of  these  statntes,  we  do  not  find  that  any  mem- 
ber qaoted  the  doctrines  laid  down  by  all  pablicists,  "that  enact- 
ments against  the  fuUwral  rights  of  nuMikind  are  void;  that  they 
possess  no  element  of  lawP  But  so  far  as  we  learn  from  the  debates, 
members  felt  themselves  authorized  to  legislate  for  the  destruction  of 
human  life  and  human  liberty,  as  well  as  to  secure  the  enjoyment  of  those 
prerogatives.  In  no  instance  do  we  find  that  members  quoted  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  which  so  beautifully  declares  that  goveni- 
ments  are  instituted  among  men  to  secure  hfe,  liberty,  and  happiness : 
nor  do  they  appear  to  have  even  consulted  that  clause  in  the  Constitu- 
tion which  declares  that  "no  person  shall  be  dtprived  of  life,  liberty,  or^ 
property  toiihout  due  process  of  law,^  These  doctrines,  though  plain  and 
obvious  at  the  present  day,  and  not  less  so  to  the  signers  of  the  Deda* 
ration  of  Independence  and  to  the  framers  of  the  Constitution,  were 
most  obviously  in  advance  of  the  general  intelligence  of  that  day. 
They  had  been  adopted  by  no  other  government,  and  do  not  appear  to 
have  been  generally  understood  by  the  American  people. 
180S.]  ^®  public  attention  was  now  occupied  with  our  increasing  diifi* 
culties  with  England,  which  were  gradually  approximating  a  war 
with  that  formidable  power  ;  and,  in  the  excitement  attendant  upon  this 
conviction,  Congress  appeared  to  have  lost  sight  of  the  subject  of  slavery 
for  a  time. 

jg^^-         Many  slaves  were  leaving  Georgia.    Some  fled  to  the  '*  Okefe- 

noke  Swamps."    Others  found  their  way  to  the  settlement  of 

colored  people  on  the  "  Appalachicola "  River,  and  others  settled  ia 

various  parts  of  Florida.    The  planters  were  greatiy  annoyed  by  this 
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«zodQ3  of  tbdir  bondmen.  Th^  wthmUen  of  that  Stater  raited  an  armj, 
and  placing  its  A^jntant-Qeneral  at  the  head,  sent  it  to  Florida  in  seardi 
of  slaTes.  The  negroes  and  l9diane  combined  ia  defence  of  their  eonntry ; 
and  gathered  whatever  forces  they  oonld  upon  so  sudden  an  emei^  ,^^^ 
gene  jy  hong  npon  the  flanks  and  rear  of  the  retreating  foe^  cutting 
off  his  men  in  detail.  The  army  suffered  for  want  of  proviaiQns,  by  sick- 
nesB  and  by  constant  attacks,  during  the  whole  of  its  retreat,  and  many 
a  Oeorgian  who  left  that  State  with  high  expectations  of  oaptariug  fugir 
tlTe  slayes,  never  returned  to  bis  native  land. 

Georgia  next  became  clamorous  in  favor  of  obtaining  Florida,  which 
bad  long  been  an  asylum  for  fugitive  slaves.  She  importuned  Con- 
gress to  take  possession  of  it  by  military  force,  although  our  nation 
was  then  at  peace  with  ^ain.  Congress  acted  upon  the  subject 
in  secret  session,  but  directed  the  Executive  to  send  a  force  to  take  pos- 
session of  the  territory.  Qeneral  MathewE,  of  Georgia^  was  placed  in 
command.  He  took  possession  of  Amelia  Island,  lying  upon  its  eastern 
ooast^  which  soon  became  a  rendezvous  for  African  slavedealers,  for  South 
American  privateers,  and  for  pirates. 

The  Spanish  Government  complaiued  of  this  outrage  upon  her  p^^ 
t^ritory,  and  the  American  Executive,  on  behalf  of  his  Govern- 
ment, disclaimed  the  act,  representing  it  as  v/natUhorized  ;  but  Mathews 
continued  to  hold  possession  of  the  island,  which  came  to  be  regarded  as 
a  general  depot  for  the  importation  of  African  slaves,  who  were  from 
thence  taken  to  various  slave  States  and  sold. 

The  attention  of  the  people  of  Georgia  appears  to  have  been  ^^^^ 
directed  more  to  the  conquest  of  Florida,  during  the  war  with 
Great  Britain,  than  to  the  defence  of  the  nation  or  to  the  conquest  of 
Canada,  which  then  occupied  the  thoughts  of  the  people  of  the  free 
States.  While  the  men  of  Ohio  were  serving  in  the  northwestern 
army,  protecting  the  people  from  the  savages  who  hung  upon  our  border, 
those  of  Georgia  were  engaged  in  "  establishing  a  depot  for  Africau 
daves  on  Amelia  Island." 

Our  treaty  of  peace  with  Great  Britain  contained  a  stipulation  r^. 
similar  to  that  of  1*783  ^  by  which  His  Britannic  Majesty  agreed 
to  withdraw  his  armies  and  fleets  from  the  territories  and  waters  of  the 
United  States,  without  destroying  or  carrying  away  any  ordnance  stores, 
or  slaves,  or  other  private  property.  The  tenth  article  was  expressed  in 
the  following  language  : — ''  Whereas  the  traffic  in  slaves  is  irreconcilable 
with  the  principles  of  humanity  and  justice  :  and  whereas  both  His 
Majesty  and  the  United  States  are  desirous  of  continuing  their  efforts  to 
promote  its  entire  abolition,  it  is  hereby  agreed  that  both  the  contract- 
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ing  parties  sball  use  their  best  endeayors  to  accomplisli  so  dedirable  an 
object"  The  treaty  was  negociated  and  signed  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States  bj  John  Qaincj  Adams,  Henry  Clay,  Jonath^i  Rossel, 
James  A.  Bayard,  and  Albert  Oallatin ;  and,  on  the  part  of  Oreat 
Britain  by  Lord  Gambier,  Henry  Gonlbom,  and  William  Adams.  It 
uuqnestionably  spoke  the  language  then  held  by  the  greatrmass  of  people 
in  both  England  and  the  United  States. 

1815.]  While  the  people  of  Georgia  were  maintaining  a  depot  for 
African  slaves  at  Amelia  Island,  the  Algerines  were  agdn  cap- 
toring  and  CDslaTing  American  citizens ;  and  the  United  States  now 
entered  upon  a  second  war,  to  defend  onr  people  from  slaveholding 
yiolcnce  by  the  States  of  Barbary. 

There  was  a  strong  disposition  manifested  in  Congress  against  an  open 
war  on  account  of  slavery,  as  it  appeared  to  call  in  question  the  rectitude 
of  those  States  who  held  slaves.  Indeed,  for  a  time,  the  Government 
redeemed  our  citizens  from  Algerine  slavery  at  the  rate  of  three  thousand 
dollars  foi;  each  slave.  But  the  representatives  of  New  England  resisted 
this  dishonorable  submission ;  and,  when  our  nation  concluded  a  peace 
with  England,  it  declared  war  with  Algiers,  and  sent  a  naval  force  for 
the  liberation  of  people  who  had  been  enslaved  on  African  soil.  The 
Dey  of  Algiers,  seeing  this  manifestation  of  earnestness  on  our  part,  con- 
cluded a  treaty  of  peace,  liberated  all  American  slaves,  and  bound  him- 
self to  demand  n<^  more  tribute  from  American  ships. 
1816^1  ^^  ^^®  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^®  ^^^  ^^^^  England,  it  was  found  that  indi- 
viduals had  lost  property  during  the  war,  by  acts  of  our  own 
troops.  Some  had  furnished  teams  for  the  transportation  of  troops,  pro- 
visions, etc;  The  teams  were  sometimes  taken  by  the  enemy,  sometimes 
destroyed  by  our  own  troops  to  prevent  their  falling  into  the  enemy's 
hands.  A  bill  was  reported  to  Congress  providing  compensation  in  those 
cases  ;  and,  while  it  was  under  debate,  a  member  from  South  Carolina 
moved  an  amendment  providing  compensation  for  daves  lost  or  destroyed 
in  the  public  service.  He  argued  that  slaves  were  property,  that  some 
were  killed  and  others  had  died  of  disease,  and  he  thought  the  masters 
entitled  to  compensation  as  well  as  the  owners  of  other  property. 

Mr.  M'Coy,  of  Virginia,  opposed  the  amendment,  saying  that  "  our 
Government  had  never  regarded  slaves  as  property,^  The  amendment 
was  lost,  only  thirty-two  members  rising  in  favor  of  it.* 

This  constituted  the  first  effort  after  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution 

•  ri<f«  the**  National  InteiHgcfiieer*' of  that  date.    Alio,  the  Report  of  the  Committee  oA  OUImi 
laoaaeofrranoialArcii.    H.K.,1889w 
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to  establish  the  heathentth  dogma  that  men  with  intellects,  clastering 
with  immortal  hopes,  can  be  reduced  to  the  level  of  bnites,  and  thereby 
transform^  into  property.  The  barbarous  idea  had  been  entertained 
ainid  the  moral  darlmess  of  former  ages,  and  had  descended  with  the 
iostitntion,  bat  now  foond  utterance  in  an  ijnerican  Congress  for  the 
first  time.        <* 

An  interesting  incident  occurred  in  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes  on 
the  1st  Mareh.  John  Bandolph,  of  Roanoke,  in  the  State  of  Yirginia, 
a  man  of  unusual  ability  but  of  some  eccentricity  of  character,  arose, 
and,  stating  that  it  was  his  intention  to  more  instructions  to  the  com* 
mittee  on  the  District  of  Columbia^  said,  "  I  inroke  the  House  to  put  a 
stop  to  proceedings  at  this  moment  carried  on  under  our  noses ;  a  prao* 
tioe  not  surpassed  for  ahaminaticn  in  mny  part. of  the  world — not  even 
upon  ike  rivers  on  ike  African  eoaei  if  ikere  so  great  and  so  nefarious  a 
.  dave^markei  as  in  ihis  meiropoUs,  the  very  seat  of  gOTemment  of  this 
nation,  which  prides  itself  on  freedom*  It  is  not  necessary  (said  he) 
that  this  city  should  be  made  a  d^poi  for  sla^ees  who  are  bought  from 
cruel  masters  or  kidnapped;  and  of  those  kidnapped  there  are  two  kinds, 
those  stolen  from  their  masters,  and  free  persons  stolen  from  ikemsdves. 
It  is  not  necessary  that  we  should  hare  a  depot  for  this  nefarious  traffic, 
in  comparison  with  which  the  traffic  from  Africa  to  Charleston  or 
Jamaica  is  a  mercy — a  vibtits.  Indeed,  there  can  be  no  comparison  be- 
tween taking  these  sayages  from  their  native  wilds,  aad  tearing  the 
citilized  and  informed  negro,  habituated  to  civilized  life,  from  his  master, 
kis  friends f  his  unfe,  kis  ckUdren,  kis  parents,  I  have  (said  he)  this  day 
heard  ^  horrible  fact  frt)m  a  respectable  gentleman :  a  poor  negro,  by 
bard  work,  and  by  saving  his  allowance,  laid  by  money  enough  to  pur^ 
chase  the  freedom  of  his  wife  and  child.  The  poor  fellow  died,  and  the 
next  day  the  tooman  wnd  child  were  sold.  1  was  mortified  at  being  told  by 
a  foreigner  of  high  rank,  'You  call  this  a  land  rfhberiy,  and  every  day 
things  are  done  in  it  at  which  l^e  despotissui  of  Bnrope  would  be  kcrror* 
struck  and  disgusted  J '' 

No  sketch  which  the  writer  eould  give  would  convey  to  the  reader 
a  more  accurate  idea  of  the  slave  trade  at  that  time  carried  on,  not  only 
in  Washington  City,  but  in  all  the  cities  of  the  northern  slave  States. 
Indeed,  it  is  from  the  speeches  made  m  Congress,  and  the  statements 
made  in  memorials  sent  to  that  body  by  Quakers  and  others,  that  we 
•re  enabled  to  state  facts  which  current  historians  have  fidled  to  notice, 
and  which  the  editors  of  newspapers  of  that  day  dared  not  speak 

The  slaveholders  then  sitting  in  the  hall  listened  to  the  words  of  the 
eccentric  Y irgmian  in  silence :  no  member  denied  that  free  negroes 


t^n  kidoappet}  m  bQ  htd  decfamd ;  nor  did  abj  one  nUoipfc  to  modB^ 
bia  fttataoa^Qta  except  Mr.  Wngbt^  of  Marybod,  who  md  Ibero  wan 
warn  dBumy  in  Ewrcft. 

The  motioa  was  cwrried  without  opposition,  the  eommittoQ  w«« 
appointed :  Mr.  Randolph  was  duMnaan,  and  leportod  tbi  Omcta  ?er7 
mnch  as  stated  ;  bat  he  was  able  to  go  no  fiorther.         , 

In  accordance  with  the  statement  of  Mr.  lUndoIph,  the  Qoafcera  of 
New  Jetsey,  Peon^flTania  and  Maryland  sent  memorials  i^  OoagresSr 
setting  fortih  that  fiee  negroes  in  those  States  were  seized  frequently  by 
nien  pretending  to  arrest  them  under  the  fi^tiTe  slave  act,  and  whea 
onoe  in  custc4y  of  the  slave-oatchsrs,  were  carried  Sooth,  and  sold  to 
interminable  bondage :  that  others,  admitted  to  be  free,  were  stealthily 
seiiedy  bonnd,  carried  away,  and  sold  to  slayery ;  and  the  memorialista 
earnestly  prayed  Congress  to  pass  such  laws  as  would  efficiently  protect 
those  unoffending  and  friendless  people. 

But  the  diififiolty  l^y  in  the  popular  mind.  Men  in  public  and  in 
private  life,  in  the  South  and  in  the  North,  regarded  these  people  an 
designed  for  seryitude  by  the  Creator,  and  that  they,  infadf  "jpoMSi$ati 
no  rigkis  that  ^hit$  men  vnre  hound  to  rufidP* 

The  clergy  frequently  taught  these  doctrines  from  the  palfrit,  and  few 
men  bad  the  monU  courage  to  avow  doctrines  directly  hostile  to  the 
interests  of  the  South  and  the  theology  of  the  N<vth.  The  Quakers  had 
evcor  dissented  ^m  the  general  theology,  and  were  rather  a  despised  peo- 
ple in  the  estimation  of  .slaveholders,  and  of  those  northern  men  who 
seemed  to  regard  southern  statesmen  as  autboriaed  to  give  tone  to  the 
morals  as  well  aa  the  politics  of  the  northern  States. 

Under  these  circumstances,  Congress  appears  to  have  paid  little  atten> 
tioB  to  the  petitions  of  the  Quakers  and  philanthrojHsts  in  regard  to  the 
kidnapping  of  free  negroes. 

itiT.]  -^^  ^^®  q^enmg  of  the  second  session  of  the  fourteenth  Congress, 
the  President  in  his  annual  message  called  attention  to  certain  de- 
fects in  the  law  prohibiting  the  foreign  slave  trade.  The  Quakers  of  the 
middle  States  also  petitioned  Congress  for  such  amendments  of  existing 
laws  as  would  prevent  the  foreign  slave  trade  and  protect  the  free  negroes 
then  residing  in  thoee  States.  The  memorials  and  the  President's  mes* 
sage  were  respectfully  referred  to  appropriate  committees;  but  no  reports 
were  mode  thereon. 

^g^^^        The  President  in  his  first  annual  message  to  the  fifteenth  Con- 
gress^ again  urged  iqpon  the  consideration  of  that  body  those  de* 

•  IhtalMifiM«»WMi»«4ki7th*8vr«aMOoartfntjy«vt0iaM^«entl7,IaeMt«f]K^ 
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f«cti  in  Ae  ]«▼  pvohihlting  the  tlave  trade  whick  rendered  it  eatirel^ 
inelBcieDt;  aad  he  also  referred  to  the  fact  that  Amelia  Islandy  on  the 
eoaat  of  Florida,  eontiaaed  to  be  a  depot  where  African  alayea  were 
Jaaded,  aad  from  that  island  weoe  brought  to  the  United  States  and  jsold 
to  planters  in  violation  of  eziBting  lawa 

Mr.  Borrell,  a  senator  fr<Hn  Rhode  IsLuid,  moved  to  instruct  the  comr 
mittee  on  qonuneroe  to  report  snch  amendments  to  the  law  prohiMting 
the  foreign  slave  trade  as  would  render  it  efficient,  and  to  inquire  into 
the  prqniety  of  uniting  with  other  nations  in  proper  efforts  to  abolish 
tht"  traffic  in  daviM.''* 

Mr.  Troup,  of  Georgia,  not  only  objected  to  entering  into  arrange^ 
ments  with  any  foreign  nation  for  suppressiog  the  slave  trade,  but  he  wa4 
entirel J  opposed  to  any  inquiry  in  relation  to  such  union  of  effort,  and 
was  sustfl^ned  by  other  parties  from  the  South ;  yet^  on  this  occasioa 
the  North  was  not  silent. 

Mr.  MorrU,  of  New  Hampshire,  said  that  we  called  ourselves  a  Chris 
tian  nation;  but  our  character  was  deeply  affected  by  the  inefficiency  of 
oqr  laws  against  the  slave  trade.  He  regard^  the  objections  against 
the  motion  as  unimportant. 

JSon.  Bufus  King,  of  New  York,  a  senator  of  great  experience  and  in- 
fluence, declared  that  in  negotiating  and  approving  the  treaty  of  Ghent, 
the  Executive  and  Senate  had  committed  themselves  to  the  abolition  of 
the  ''traffic  in  slaves,^  This  pledge  had  been  given  in  concert  with  Great 
Britain,  and  he  could  see  no  objection  to  the  United  States  acting  in  con^ 
cert  with  England  for  the  destruction  of  this  curse  from  the  earth. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Bnrrell  was  sustained.  The  conmuttee  reported  a 
bin  amending  the  act  prohibiting  the  slave  trade,  and  it  passed  the  Sen- 
ate and  was  sent  to  the  House  for  concurrenoe^ 

In  that  body  a  bill  had  been  reported,  providing  for  breaking  iqi 
the  shive  trade  on  Amelia  Island.  These  two  bills  were  united  in  one 
by  the  Honse;  the  Senate  agreed  to  this  amendment,  and  the  bill  became 
a  law. 

The  historian  of  the  present  age  finds  himself  astonished  e^  ^^g^ 
looking  over  the  petitions  of  Quakers  and  philanthropists  sent  to 
Congress  at  the  period  of  which  we  are  writing.  They  appear  to  de^ 
monstrate  the  perfect  unconsciousness  of  public  men,  that  mankind  are 
morallj  responsible  for  oppressions  and  outrages  committed  upon  the 
cnlarod  race.    Indeed,  soi^thera  atatesmw  showed  no  evidence  that  they 


9  lll^4lT0  jmn  lofeiKiuottsr  to  tbii  notion,  «ho  ItaMei  SUtei  ontered  Into  irwtj  urang ementa 
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beUered  in  tbe  moral  responsbility  attached  to  the  treatment  of  colored 
people. 

From  the  enactment  of  the  fbgitire  daye  act*  to  the  period  of  which 
we  are  writing,  that  act  was  prostitated  to  the  purposes  of  arresting  and 
carrying /f«  colared  persons  into  bondage.  These  outrages  npon  onr  com- 
mon hnmanity  were  complained  of  year  after  year  by  the  Quakers  in 
their  annual  petitions  sent  to  Congreas,  while  little  attention  was  paid  to 
them  by  onr  public  serrants. 

niese  memorials  were  presented  to  the  fifteenth  Congress  at  its  first 
session  in  greater  numbers  than  usual  In  the  Senate  they  were  respect- 
fblly  reibrred,  and  by  the  committees  to  whom  they  were  confided  were 
entoombed  in  perpetual  silence:  while  in  the  House  of  Bepresentatiyes  a 
bill  to  amend  the  fbgitiye  act  and  render  it  more  efficient,  was  presented 
and  reoeiyed  the  most  respectful  consideration;  yet  we  can  find  no  peti- 
tions on  file  or  referred  to  in  the  journal  of  that  body  asking  such  amend- 
ments.  The  bill,  howeyer,  was  subjected  to  debate.  While  it  was  under 
ooQsidtration,  amendments  were  offered  securing  free  negroes  from  arrest 
under  it ;  but  these  were  rgected.  Northern  members  appeared  to  be 
stimulated  by  the  rgection  of  these  amendments  to  declare  that  free  per- 
sons of  color  were  and  had  long  been  arrested  under  color  of  this  fb^tiye 
act,  and  when  once  in  custody  of  the  professional  slaye-cateher,  were  car- 
ried South  and  sold  to  interminable  bondage;  and  some  members  went  so 
fhr  as  to  say  that  Congress  ought  not  to  legislate  in  fayor  of  slayery,  as 
the  institution  itself  was  a  yiolation  of  natural  justice,  essentially  barbar- 
ous m  its  charader.f 

To  these  remarks  southern  men  replied,  asserting  the  yery  extraordi- 
nary doctrine  that,  ''it  was  immaterial  whether  slayery  were  right  or 
wrong;  that  Congress  had  no  authority  to  inquire  into  its  character,  as 
the  Constitution  had  recognized  it  and  Congress  was  bovmd  to  support  it, 

WHATVyXR  CRDCKS  MIGHT  BB  IKClDENt  TO  rrS  CONTINUANCE." 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  this  constituted  the  first  instance  m  which  it 
was  openly  asserted  that  Congress  was  bound  to  sustain  the  institution  of 
skifoery,  either  in  the  States  or  anywhere  else. 

Nor  was  it  less  extraordinary  that  members  of  Congress  or  other 
intelligent  men  should  assert  the  duty  or  the  power  of  Congress  or  other 
l^^atiye  bodies  to  enact  laws  authorizing  or  professing  to  authorize 


*  The  writer  bM  ever  tdbered  le  fhe  theeiy  ef  9anptak  anA  Imefkea  psbllolrti  and  ] 
pben,  which  denies  the  character  of  law  to  thoee  human  enaetmenta  which  Inrade  the  nataral 
righta  of  mankind  to  li/t  and  m§rfif  ;  th^  poeseM  no  tl«m«iU  of  law, 

t  Twentj  years  subsequently  the  writer  enunciated  the  saase  doctrine  bi  the  Houaa  of  aspreaaai 
Utlrea,  for  which  he  was  declared  to  be  a  moft  radical  refiwmer,  puttlac  forth  docblnea  that  a# 
otKor  matt  had  ooorutUrod^ 


» 

GrimeB  condemned  by  the  laws  of  the  Creator,  and  hated  by  manHnd, 
This  infidelity,  so  reyolting  to  Christian  oiTilisation,  was  not  met  and  ex- 
posed by  northern  men.  It  was  listened  to  with  apparent  astonishment 
and  was  actually  sustained  by  northern  votes.* 

The  bill,  after  a  warm  debate,  passed  the  Honse  by  a  large  majority  ; 
the  following  members  from  the  free  States  voting  for  it,  to  wit : 
Messrs.  Mason,  Roggles  and  Wilson,  of  Masaachnsetts  ;  Conger,  Drake, 
Elliot,  Hubbard,  Pakner,  Spencer,  Storrs  and  Taylor,  of  New  York  ; 
Smith,  Southard  and  Bloomfield,  of  New  Jersey ;  Edwards,  Marehand, 
Moore,  Patterson  and  Porter,  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Harrison,  of  Ohio. 
New  Hampshire,  Rhode  laknd,  Connecticat,  Yermont  and  Indiana  fiir- 
nished  no  vote  in  favor  of  the  bill,  which  was  sent  to  the  Senate  for  Q<m- 
cnrrence.  In  that  body  the  debate  was  more  protracted,  and  conducted 
with  more  spirit.  Mr.  Morril,  of  New  Han^Mhire,  dedared  the  institu- 
tion of  slavery  to  be  **  harbarow/'  This  brought  ont  Mr.  SmM, 
of  South  Carolina,  who  attenqyted  its  elaborate  vindication ;  dedaiing 
it  based  upon  the  Divine  will.  Members  of  the  House  from  slave  States 
appeared  to  have  admitted  the  institation  to  be  wrong,  and  even  crim* 
inal,  but  Senator  Smith  dechued  it  to  be  jost  and  ku/mane.  He  also 
denounced  Mr.  Pitt,  who  had  urged  in  the  British  Parliament  that' 
governments  were  bound  to  act  justly  toward  their  individual  sub- 
jects. He  next  assiuled  Messrs.  Adams,  Clay,  Bayard,  Oallatm,  and 
Bussel,  who  negotiated  the  Treaty  of  Qhent^  for  declaring  the  "  traflc 
in  slaves  to  be  contrary  to  the  principles  of  humanity  and  justice.'^ 

He  then  turned  his  attention  to  the  people  of  the  iiree  States,  charged 
them  with  intentions  to  abolish  the  institution  in  the  southern  States  ; 
said  that  was  the  object  of  those  who  wished  to  unite  with  Great  Britain 
in  efforts  to  abolish  the  African  slave  trade.  He  complained  of  EngliBh 
and  American  writers  who  spoke  against  the  slave  trade  and  slavery, 
and  of  those  who  termed  slaveholders  "  kidnaj^pers,^  '^menriteahrs^'^  and 
"  saul-drweriJ'  He  stated  the  oligect  of  certain  pamphlets  and  publica- 
tions was  to  deprive  the  master  of  his  pr^perijf.  He  then  declared  that 
the  Constitution  had  given  the  master  the  right  to  seise  his  slave  and 
carry  him  back  to  the  State  from  whence  he  had  escaped. 

After  this  debate  the  bill  was  amended,  made  more  strii^ent,  giving 
the  slave-catcher  more  power  to  seize  and  enslave  fne  persons  than 
when  it  came  to  the  Senate ;  being  thus  amended,  it  was  returned 
to  the  House  in  order  that  the  amendments  might  be  concurred  in. 

•  The  northern  mind  wm  ertntaftOj  M  fkr  oocrapted  by  tiie  doeMiMt  of  dsrviy,  fbatttato^ 
MOB  appearod  to  forget  (bat  human  gopemmtmit  wv  limited  to  the  $»pp9rt  of;  and  | 
fto  legitimate  powen  to  duiroy  human  righte. 


M  MM  MltoKU  WAX. 


Oft  i*t  iflal  pMtage  ia  the  Senate,  Messrs.  Otuf,  of  Massacbns^ttfl, 
Sattdfoid,  of  New  York,  and  Taylor,  of  Indiana,  Totcd  for  it.  But  the 
Houe  was  not  propared  to  soBlain  the  doctrine  nor  the  amendments  of 
the  Senate.  The  memhers  rsfbeed  to  concur,  and  the  bill  was  lost, 
jgj^.  Thk  year  was  rendered  somewhat  historic  in  ''the  regime  of 
slarery,"  by  the  first  Seminole  war.  The  people  of  the  free 
States  generally  bdiered  it  had  arisen  from  depredations  committed  by 
the  Seminole  Indians.  But  it  is  belieTed  that  no  historian  or  member 
of  Congress  gaTe  the  people  accurate  knowledge  respecting  the  causes 
of  a  war  which  excited  mnoh  debate  and  controversy  touching  some  of 
Its  incidents. 

As  the  reader  has  already  been  informed,  early  as  1?05,  slaves  left 
their  masters  in  South  OaroMna,  sod  fied  through  the  Indian  Territory 
to  Florida,  and  settled  on  the  Appalachioola  River  long  before  Geoi^ 
Was  a  colony.  Their  numbers  were  undoubtedly  increased  by  fugitives 
from  Oeorgia  and  Louisiana  ;  and,  as  already  stated,  Qeorgia  made  an 
attempt  for  their  cloture  in  1811  and  1812  * 

During  the  then  recent  war  with  Oreat  Britain,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Nichols,  of  the  British  army,  was  sent  to  that  part  of  Florida  to  act  as 
British  agent  for  the  Seminole  Indians.  He  had  a  small  force  with  him, 
and  erected  a  fort  upon  the  banks  of  the  river,  on  which  he  mounted 
ei(^t  cannon,  and  placed  large  military  stores  in  its  magarine.  He 
also  collected  provisions  from  the  snrrounding  settlements  of  colored 
peoplct 

At  the  dose  of  the  war.  Colonel  Nichols,  with  his  small  force,  aban- 
doned the  fort,  with  its  stores  and  military  supplies,  and  returned  to 
Bngland.  The  negroes  took  possession,  considering  it  a  safe  refuge 
from  the  people  of  Oeorgia,  should  they  send  another  expedition  for 
tbeir  captore. 

General  Gaioes  was  in  the  immediate  command  of  our  army  on  the 
iMthem  line  of  Georgia,  and  GKineral  Jackson,  residing  in  Tennessee, 
waa  in  eomaaad  of  the  whole  southern  military  district. 

in  1816,  General  Jaduson  ordered  General  Gaines  to  send  a  force 
to  destroy  the  fort,  capture  the  negroes  and  return  them  to  slaf>ery. 
Colonel  Clynch,  with  his  regiment  of  regulars  and  five  hundred  Indians, 
was  detaUed  for  that  duty.  They  were  also  met  by  two  gunboats  from 
Mobile  Bay,  sent  to  cooperate  with  the  land  forces.    As  our  army 

*  The  ftottior  published  a  rolnma,  In  1857,  entiUed  **  Tho  SxUea  of  Florida,"  vbich  gives  iho  oat^ 
MilM7  of  ttMse  peopla  IV  te  thai  data. 

t  MonaU»lalilsBistoi7oft]MValia7orfliaUlsrfsrtp|>l,sa7s:  *•  Tin  negro  MtUaaMiiii  esleoda^ 
%vsnt7-ATa  mQii  aboTs  and  an  eqaal  distanea  below  tas  Itoi" 


approaAe^,  Ae  people  fled  frofti  tMr  p]A&lAti(»i  to  tte  btertDf.  Bdme 
three  hundred,  however,  took  refage  in  the  fort,  with  twelve  or  fifteen 
Iftdiatig.  The  gonboats  o{^eaed  «pon  the  fort  with  heated  dhot^  which 
reached  the  magazine,  and  in  the  explosion,  two  hundred  and  seven^ 
kuman  beings  instantaneonslj  M  a  sacrifice  to  that  spirit  of  despatism 
which  controlled  the  Gorernment  of  the  United  States.*  The  scenes 
<»f  mangled  bodies,  the  groans  of  the  dying,  the  horror-striekeii  wt» 
Tivors,  shonld  have  satisfied  those  who  had  been  ^plojed  in  pwpetratiog 
t^  mnrder  of  these  unoffending  people  ;  and  no  proof  short  of  offldsl 
documents  would  have  constrained  the  writer  to  record  the  revolting 
fact,  that  two  of  the  survivors  were  delivered  over  to  the  ladians  to 
Mliafjr  thdr  thirst  for  blood,  and  t^ere  massdcnd  vnth  tofoagt  cnuUy 
wUhin  the  walls  of  tktfort^  and  in  th€  presence  of  our  ttoops. 

This  was  the  commencement  of  the  first  Seminole  war.  The  negroes 
determined  on  that  revenge  which  constitutes  the  religion  of  savages. 
Th^  at  once  commenced  tHX)viding  arms  and  ammutiitioa  and  saving 
provisions,  which  were  transferred  to  the  Interior.  This  precaution  and 
preparation  gave  them  influence  with  their  Indian  neighbors,  whom  thej 
held  in  check  until  all  were  in  a  condition  to  engage  in  war.  More  than 
a  year  was  spent  in  preparing  for  hostOities. 

In  November,  1817,  lieutenant  Scott,  with  forly  men,  while  escortiuj^ 
two  boats  up  Flint  El^r,  was  attacked  by  some  sixty  negroes  and 
Indians,  and,  with  his  party,  was  massacred.  This  massacre  aroused  the 
nation.  It  was  pronounced  savage  and  barbarous,  as  it  really  was  ;  yet 
it  was  perpetrated  in  revenge  for  the  massacre  of  more  than  seven  times 
that  number  of  their  people  by  our  troops,  vfiihoiU  eaiue. 

.  General  Jackson  was  at  once  ordered  to  the  fi^.  Our  army  wa; 
immediately  marched  into  Florida,  and  directed  their  course  towards  the 
Snwanee  towns.  Here  was  a  large  negro  population.  The  towns  were 
also  difficult  of  access.  One  of  these  villages  was  the  reddenoe  of  the 
chief  of  the  negroes,  and  their  whole  fbroe  was  collected  for  defence. 
The  Indians  also  gathered  all  l^eir  watriors  to  act  in  eonoert  with  the 
negroes.  A  l^oody  battle  was  fought.  The  negroes  mamtained  tiielr 
ground  manfully  until  General  Jackson  brought  his  reserve  into  action. 
Indeed,  they  did  not  even  fall  back  until  the  Indians  fled,  and  our  troops 
were  rapidly  gathering  around  their  flanks.  They  theft  fell  back,  and 
wore  pursued  by  a  portion  of  our  troops  ;  but  made  another  stand,  and 
agiin  fought  more  desperately  than  at  firet.    But  reinforcements  coming 

•  Iffo&ett  njt  ihftf  tfx  thouMmd  barrdt  of  poird«r  and  UftfM  tboWMUd  «lttMa  «r  mnai  #«• 
aBtfoy«d  by  ttte  «zplMl«bi  sad  Hut  aMtber  aM^utec,  ooBttMiv  «*e  tandrM  Md  iMy  iMmb 
0i  po#dtf,  Wft  Mn  unlnjuind. 
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np,  thej  agan  gaye  waj,  leftviqg  eighty  of  their  ranilMr  dead  on  the 
field.* 

General  Jadaoo,  m  hk  oflUaal  report^  gsTe  credit  to  the  enemy, 
admitting  their  connge  and  gaUantrj.  Bnt  no  benefits  leBolted  fran 
this  Ion  of  life.  Onr  troops  were  in  the  mterior,  their  provisions  were 
nearly  exhaosted,  and  they  lolly  expected  to  find  supplies  at  these  towns ; 
,bnt  were  disappmnted.  A  small  qoantity  of  com  only  fell  into  their 
httids.  The  inx^yisions;  the  nq^wom^  sod  children,  had  been  remoTed 
fiirinto  the  interior,  and  the  commanding  general  was  conqpelled  to  return 
to  his  depots  for  the  purpose  of  snstaining  his  army. 

When  Gten^al  Jackson  issaed  his  order«for  the  destroction  of  the 
"  N^^  fort,''  he  directed  the  troops  to  capture  the  fogitire  slayes  and 
return  them  to  their  mastos.  Some  fifteen  or  twenty,  most  of  whom 
were  wonnded,  fell  into  the  hands  of  Gotonel  Glynch,  and  were  carried 
back  to  Oeoigia  and  sold  ;  bat  these  were  the  only  ool(»ed  men  captoied 
during  the  war,  which  had  been  undertaken  solely  for  the  return  of  fngi* 
tiye  slayes,  and  for  InreakiDg  up  their  haunts  in  Florida. 

It  is  not  our  purpose  to  write  a  history  of  this  Jirst-  war,  undertaken 
by  our  Government  for  the  benefit  of  slayery.  It  occasLoned  much 
debate  in  Cougress.  Southern  monbeis  became  exdted  ;  declared  the 
'  war  to  haye  been  commenced  by  the  Indians,  and  asBerting  that  Florida 
had  become  an  asylum  for  fugitiye  slayes ;  insisted  that  it  must  be 
broken  up  either  by  conquest  or  purchase  of  the  territory.  Hon.  Charles 
Fen  ton  Mercer,  of  Yiigim%  an  experienced  member  of  Congress,  of  great 
hit^ty  of  purpose,  moyed  a  resolntion,  calling  on  the  President  for 
such  information  as  he  posseesed,  "  touching  the  destruction  of  the  N^gro 
fort  on  the  Appalachicda  Riyer." 

In  response  to  this  resolntion,  the  Secretary  of  War  transmitted  a 
history  of  that  transaction,  embracing  more  thanahundred  documentary 
pages,  from  which  we  haye  selected  the  &cts  now  {daced  before  the 
reader.  The  ydume  itself  reposes  in  the  alcoyes  of  our  national  libraiy, 
containing  an  account  of  one  of  the  most  barbarous  incidents  in  "  the 
regime  of  slay^ ;''  and  constituting  an  ejMSode  in  the  great  drama  of 
moral  and  political  events  which  usually  make  up  the  history  of  nations. 

The  Goyemment  had  now  been  twice  engaged  in  war  with  the  Bar- 
bary  States  to  put  down  slavery,  and  to  nUau  our  citizens  from  bond- 
age; and  once  with  the  Seminoles  for  the  capture  of  slaves  and  encour- 
agement of  the  institution.    Thus  were  the  people  of  the  free  States 

•  e«nOTy  JMkMl^iBhb«adUl«|MHt,MJlBolhillcoftbkMaMltfbll*to.  ladMd,  tt  li  tridttl 
ttM*  he regwtod  the  wl«d» m coiwatirtlng one btUt;  w]|UeWUIlMM,liihii**Hbtor3rof  noiida," 
iad  n oneii,  In  Ub  **  Valky  of  ttw  MiwiMlppI,"  give  taU  detaik  of  two  apperen^r  dtaUaei  bfttUei. 
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made  to  Aed  their  blood  and  spend  their  wealth,  both  for  and  against 
oppression,  as  the  skve  power  dictated. 

Members  of  Congress,  feeling  that  the  real  cause  of  this  war  had  not 
been  pablished,  introduced  resolutions  making  inqoiry  on  that  subject. 
They  were  sent  to  appropriate  committees,  who  reported  that  the  war 
had  arisen  from  Indian  barbarities  committed  on  the  frontiers  of  Georgia, 
but  made  no  allusion  to  the  massacre  at  "  Blount's  Fort."  In  these  re- 
ports, the  fact  that  fngitire  slaves  were  engaged  hi  the  Ti^ar  appears  inci- 
dentally ;  but  when  the  subject  came  under  debate,  no  speaker  appears  to 
have  been  willing  to  declare  that  the  blood  and  treasure  of  the  nation 
had  been  expended  for  the  capture  and  enslayement  of  negroes.* 

Certain  persons  from  New  Orleans  and  vicinity  now  sent  theit  ^^^^^ 
memorials  to  Congress,'  setting  forth  that,  when  the  British  army 
retired  firom  that  city,  in  1815,  they  carried  away  a  large  number  of 
slaves,  and  prayed  indemnity  from  the  public  treasury  for  their  loss.  The 
petitions  being  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims,  were  transmitted  to 
the  Secretary  of  State,  who  returned  them  with  a  full  report,  setting  forth 
that  demands  had  been  made  on  Great  Britain  for  compensation  under 
the  treaty  of  0]ient ;  that  the  British  ministry  had  given  a  different 
construction  to  the  treaty  ;  that  the  two  Governments  could  not  agree  ; 
and  that  the  United  States  had  proposed  a  reference  of  the  question  to 
some  friendly  power.  The  Conmiittee  reported  these  facts  to  the  House 
of  Representatives,  and  although  members  of  that  body  must  have  been 
fully  apprised  of  the  efforts  that  were  being  put  forth  by  the  Executive 
to  commit  our  Government  stDl  further  to  the  protection  of  slavery,  yet 
no  one  suggested  a  doubt  as  to  the  propriety,  or  denied  the  constitution* 
ality  of  that  policy. 

It  is,  at  this  day,  difficult  to  account  for  this  silence  on  the  part  of 
northern  representatives.  The  city  of  Buffalo  had  been  burned  by  the 
enemy  ;  amid  the  inclemency  of  winter,  its  people  were  driven  firom  their 
dwellings,  which,  with  their  furniture  and  property,  were  consumed,  and 
tiiey  were  left  homeless  and  penniless,  dependent  upon  the  charity  of  the 
Burroundmg  country.  The  Executive  made  no  effort  for  their  relief; 
and,  when  they  called  on  Congress,  that  body,  in  strict  accordance  with 
the  usages  of  nations,  refused  all  indemnity,  holding  that  their's  were  the 
wtisfortunes  of  toa/r,  which  no  nation  could  avert  or  compensate.  Yet 
the  representatives  from  New  ¥ork,  and  even  from  the  dty  which  had 
thus  been  laid  in  ashes,  now  silently  lent  their  approbation  to  the  policy 

*  Tb«  antbor  wtm  At  Ui»t  time  a  yonog  man,  and  a  reader  of  polltieal  news,  bat  he  bad  no 
eonocptloo  of  the  eaoMf  of  the  fini  Seminole  war  uttil  he  became  a  member  of  Oongroa  tventj 
yean  ■ahaoqaenlly. 
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of  inyolTiiigtlieiMtioaallKUMxr,and  mfineDce  to  obUiiiliideauiHtjfdrthe 
loBB  of  slayes  from  a  floathem  dij  whose  people  and  habitatioiu  had 
been  earefoUj  and  gallairtly  defended  bj  the'freemen  of  other  Statea. 

The  treaty  of  Qhent  eontaina  nearly  the  eame  laDgnage  as  that  of 
ITW,  and  Oreat  Britain  was  under  no  more  obligation  to  oompeneafee 
for  the  daTee  who  fled  from  New  Orleani  than  she  was  to  pay  for 
those  who  fled  to  her  amy  in  1783.  Bat  Washington,  and  Jay,  and 
Hamilton  had  dqiarted  to  their  rest,  and  the  slate  power  now  raled  the 
nation.  The  ExecntiTe  pressed  these  dauns  for  sLares  npon  the  considd» 
jAtion  of  the  British  Geyemment,  obtamed  a  retoenoe  of  the  subject  to 
the  Emperor  of  BosBia^  who,  of  course,  docided  in  fator  of  that  deq;K>tism 
tat  whidi  the  Binwan  Cmt  most  have  Mi  mnch  sympathy.  Much  Con> 
gressional  legislation  was  had  on  the  subject,  conventions  and  compacta 
V«re  negotiated,  and,  after  many  years  of  effort,  some  twelve  hnndred 
thousand  doUars  were  obtained  from  England,  and  most  of  it  distriboted 
amoog  the  claimants  for  the  loss  of  ^itire  bondmen. 
1^^^  At  the  period  to  which  we  are  now  referring,  the  Goveniment 
appears  to  have  been  controlled  entirdy  by  the  sapposed  interests 
of  darery.  Sonthcn  statesmen  now  boldly  demanded  the  pordiase  of 
Florida.  They  w«re  loud  in  their  eos^laints  against  the  Spanish 
Gh)Temment,  chai^pag  it  with  a  want  of  energy  and  good  faith  in  per^ 
mitUng  Florida  '^  to  becoBoe  the  rendeavoos  for  fhgitive  slaves,"  of  "  freer 
hooters,"  of  "  slaredealers  and  pirates."  The  subject  was  referred  to  a 
committee,  who  reported  that  it  was  highly  desirable  to  obtain  possesdon 
of  the  territory,  as  it  had  become  an  ^*  asylum  for  fogitiye  negroes,"  "  a 
pc^mlation  whose  exiittnot  «mj  imomfaiibk  ffiik  souihemprosferUp/'  It 
is  due  to  the  slaydiolders  of  our  southern  States  that  the  histoiian  dionld 
say  tkmf  were  bold  and  tnxik  in  the  avowal  of  their  objects  for  dbtaiaing 
Florida ;  and  the  reason  that  tho  people  of  the  free  States  were  ignorant 
of  this  object  was  the  sOenoe  of  northern  statesmen  and  the  northern 
press  in  regard  to  it  Nor  do  we  find  that  any  objection  was  made  to 
tho  proposed  purchase  by  m^nbers  of  Congress  from  the  free  States. 
The  purchase  was  consummated,  nnd  Florida  became  a  part  of  the  terri- 
tory of  the  United  States. 

The  entire  devotfon  of  our  GoTemment  to  the  interests  of  slavery  was 
ftirther  manifested  in  its  treatment  of  the  Spanish  South  American 
Provinces.  They  were  at  that  time  earnestly  contending  for  freedom 
and  independence  as  we  had  been  in  our  Bevolation.  Adopting  the  doc- 
trines which  we  enunciated,  they  gave  freedom  to  thdr  slaves,  declaring 
that  the  natural  rights  of  mankind,  bestowed  upon  each  member  of  the 
human  family  by  the  Creator,  lay  above  and  behind  the  power  of  human 


SOmCB  AVKBICAX  QOYiUUUUM'IB.  >  61 

goFenunents,  which,  in  the  nature  of  things,  conld  hold  no  Intimate 
anthority  to  interfere  with  the  life  or  Uhrtf  of  vmaceni  parsons. 

The  Bjmpathy  of  the  people  of  the  free  States  waa  aroused  in  &Tor  of 
onr  Sonth  American  brethren,  who  were  thns  fighting  the  battUe  of  the 
hmnan  race,  while  the  feeUng  of  sonthem  politicians  was  equall j  strong 
in  faTor  of  the  Spanish  crown,  who  was  endeaTOring  to  hold  not  only 
the  slaves  bnt  the  citisens  of  those  proyinces  in  6iil(jection.  It  became 
eyideat  that  the  ExecntiTe  also  sympathized  with  the  Spanish  authorities 
rather  than  with  the  people  of  the  proYinces  ;  for  some  milit^  adveo- 
tnrers  from  England,  having  left  their  native  land,  and  bringh^  with 
them  military  stores,  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  those  provinces  in  obtain- 
bkg  their  liberty,  landed  at  Philadelphia  with  the  expectation  of  meeting 
a  hearty  sympathy  from  the  people  of  the  United  States.  They  were 
doomed  to  sad  duappointment  They  were  arrested  by  order  of  oor 
Government  and  cast  mto  prison,  under  pretence  that  they  were  violating 
the  neutrality  laws  of  the  ITnited  States. 

Hon«  Henry  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  waa  at  this  time  Speaker  of  ^mg^ 
the  House  of  Representatives^  and  exerted  great  influence  in 
Congress.  He  presented  to  that  body  a  resolution  upon  the  subject  of 
the  arrest  and  imprisonment  of  these  men,  and,  in  sqpport  of  his  proposi* 
tion,  made  one  of  the  ablest  speeches  of  his  life.  His  whole  soul  ap- 
peared to  be  moved  by  a  devotion  to  liberty — ^to  thi)  inalienable  rights 
of  mankind.  His  resolutidn  was  adopted,  and  the  patriotic  Englishmen 
were  released. 

The  President,  in  his  annual  message,  called  attention  of  Congress  to 
the  inefficiency  of  the.  then  existing  law  against  the  African  slave  trade. 
This  portion  of  the  message  was  referred  to  an  appropriate  committee, 
who  reported  a  bill  for  the  more  perfect  inhil^tion  of  that  traffia 
Southern  statesmen  made  no  opposition  to  its  passage,  except  by  quietly 
voting  against  it,  without  even  demanding  the  yeaa  and  nays  upon  its 
passage,  evidently  unwilling  to  make  an  iQsne  upon  a  sulgect  so  odious. 

Perhaps  no  incidental  question  has  created  so  much  interest  or  excited 
so  much  debate  in  Congress  as  that  of  extending  slavery. .  The  Louisiana 
purchase  included  the  country  drained  by  the  wati^rs  of  the  Mississippi  and 
its  tributaries,  except  so  much  as  had  been  previously  embraced  within 
the  United  States.  The  State  of  Louisiana  had  been  taken  from  the 
southern  part  of  the  re^on  thus  acquired,  while  the  remainder  was  em- 
braced in  the  territory  of  Missouri. 

It  was  now  proposed  to  divide  this  territory  upon  the  line  of     ^^^ 
86  deg.  80  min.  north  latitude,  and  organize  a  territorial  govern- 
ment in  that  portion  which  lay  between  the  State  of  Louisiana  and 
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the  line  jast  mentioned,  west  of  the  Mississippi  and  east  of  84  d^. 
30  min.  west  long^tade,  under  the  name  of  the  Arkansas  territory  ;  and 
a  bill  for  this  purpose  was  presented  in  the  House  of  BepresentatiTes. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  proposed  an  amendment,  dechunng  that  all 
slayes  bom  within  said  territory,  after  it  should  be  admitted  as  a  State^ 
should  become  free  at  the  age  of  twenty-five  yean. 

There  was  but  little  debate  on  this  proposition,  and  it  was  sustained 
by  a  rote  of  seyenty-fiye  in  the  afi&rmatiye,  to  seyenty  in  the  negatiye. 
Messrs.  Holmes  and  Shaw,  of  Massachusetts ;  Conger  and  Storrs,  of 
New  York  ;  Bloomfield  and  Kinney,  of  New  Jersey;  Beecher  and  Hani* 
son,  of  Ohio  ;  Edwards  and  M'Kean,  of  Illinois,  y  oted  with  the  adyocates 
of  dayery  extension. 

These  ten  northern  members  yoted  with  those  of  the  alaye  States, 
while  Messrs.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  and  Hall,  of  Maryland, 
yoted  with  the  adyocates  of  liberty. 

It  will  also  be  borne  in  mind  that  New  Hampshire,  Yermont,  Bhode 
Island,  Connecticut,  Pennsylyania,  and  Indiana,  were  true  to  freedom- 
no  yote  from  those  States  was  giyen  for  the  extension  of  slayery. 

But  this  vote  appeared  to  strike  southern  members  with  surprise. 
They  had  eyidently  belieyed  that  no  such  proposition  could  be  sustained. 
Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  moyed  a  reconaderation  of  the  yote, 
and  now  changed  his  position  and  yoted  with  the  slayeholders,  together 
with  Messrs.  Newton  and  Colston,  of  Virginia ;  Bingold,  of  Maryland, 
and  Walker,  of  Kentucky,  who  did  not  yote  on  the  amendment.  Mr. 
Johnson,  of  Yirginia,  haying  yoted  against  the  amendment,  yoted  against 
the  reconsideration. 

Messrs.  Hale  and  TJpham,  of  New  Hampshire ;  Allen  and  Silsbee,  of 
Massachusetts,  and  Mason,  of  Rhode  Island,  did  not  yote  on  the  proposed 
amendment,  but  now  yoted  against  the  reconsideration.  In  this  manner 
all  the  members  who  could  with  propriety  attend  the  session  are  sup- 
posed to  haye  yoted  according  to  the  dictates  of  their  consciences  and 
judgments,  showing  seyeoty-seyen  members  in  fayor  of  extending  slayery 
into  Arkansas  and  seyenty-nine  opposed  to  it. 

This  result  appears  to  haye  a!stonished  southern  members  more  than 
the  previous  yote,  and  Mr.  Lownds,  of  South  Carolina,  expressing  his 
surprise,  moyed  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table  in  order  to  call  it  up  the  next 
day  at  tweWe  o'clock,  when  he  hoped  that  eyery  member  would  be  in  his 
place.    The  House  complied  with  his  request. 

Accordingly,  on  the  following  day  the  bill  was  taken  up,  and  Mr. 
Robertson,  of  Kentucky,  moyed  to  recommit  the  bill  to  a  select  commit- 
tee, with  instructions  to  strike  out  the  amendment  which  had  been  in- 
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Berted  declaring  all  penooB  born  after  the  admiflsion  of  Arkansas  as  a 
State  should  be  free  at  the  age  of  twenty-fiye  jears.  On  this  question 
the  same  number  of  TOtes  were  cast  as  on  the  motion  for  reconsideration 
taken  on  the  previoas  day,  bnt  there  were  now  eighty-eight  in  the  afBrm- 
atiye  and  eighty-eight  in  the  negatire.  The  rote  of  the  Speaker  (Mr. 
Clay)  was  now  demanded  by  the  rules  of  the  House  in  order  to  decide 
the  question.  Bnt  that  officer,  who  had  so  recently  exhibited  such  ad- 
miration for  freedom,  now  ingloriously  yielded  to  the  pressure  of  south- 
em  influence  and  TOted  in  the  affirmatiye.* 

This  vote  decided  the  whole  question.  Indeed,  the  subsequent  Tote, 
agreeing  to  the  report  of  the  committee  striking  out  the  amendment,  was 
agreed  to  by  ninety  members  to  eighty-six  who  opposed  it,  Messrs.  Bald- 
win, of  Pennsylyanla ;  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  and  Whitman,  of  Massachusetts, 
Toting  with  the  slayeholders,  and  it  became  a  maxim  that  southern 
members  would  always  control  enough  northern  yotes  to  secure  any 
mwsare  favorable  to  slavery. 

We  haye  been  particular  in  the  details,  connected  with  this  first  deci- 
sion of  Congress  in  fayor  of  extending  slavery,  though  it  is  believed 
that  few  of  those  who  then  sanctioned  this  extension  of  barbarism  were 
conscious  of  the  momentous  interests  involved  in  that  contest.  The  de- 
bate upon  it,  however,  was  able  and  earnest,  embradng  nearly  all  the 
arguments  which  were  brought  forward  on  the  various  questions  touch- 
ing the  extension  of  slavery  in  sul^sequent  years. 

When  the  bill  reached  the  Senate,  a  motion  was  made  so  to  amend  it 
as  to  exclude  slavery  from  the  territory,  but  the  motion  was  rejected, 
only  fonrteen  members  voting  for  it,  while  nineteen  voted  against 
it.  Messrs.  Edwards  and  Thofuas,  of  Illinois,  and  Monroe,  of  Ohio, 
voting  with  the  slaveholders.  The  bill  passed  the  Senate  and  b^me  a 
law. 

An  incident  of  unusual  interest  occurred  during  this  session  of  ^^^ 
Congress.  A  bill  to  authorize  the  people  of  Missouri  Territory 
to  form  a  constitution  and  State  government  was  introduced  in  the 
House  of  Representatives.  When  it  came  under  debate,  Mr.  Tall- 
madge,  of  New  York,  proposed  an  amendment  declaring  all  persons  bom 
of  slave  mothers  after  admission  of  the  State  should  be  free  at  the  age 
of  twenty-ii ve  years. 

The  debate  on  this  proposition  was  rendered  remarkable  on  account 
of  the  important  principles  discussed,  the  interests  involved,  the  precedent 

•  VtoMtiMrbM  goodantboriftFfsrnyteg  Iktt  Mr.  Otoy  r^yrtUd  tbk  vote  lB«ftMqMB»Bfe. 
Indflcd,  iK»<aan  made  itronfer  protoptatfonf  ftfalmt  th«  txtention  of  tUrtrj  tluui  h«  4ld  after- 
wtHi  la  tlM  SeMkto  •rth*  Unlfted  SIfttM. 
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established  and  the  inflaence  which  it  exerted  upon  sabseqnent  legislation 
and  the  cause  of  Christian  dTilization* 

Soathero  statesmen  had  long  looked  npon  the  purchase  of  Looisiaiia, 
with  its  yast  extent  of  territory,  as  certain.  Slayerj  had  ahready  found 
existence  in  that  portion  which  was  then  inhabited,  and  they  had  no 
doabt  of  its  being  extended  over  the  whole,  which  at  no  distant  day 
would  famish  a  large  nnmber  of  additional  slaye  States,  increasing  the 
inflaence  and  political  power  of  the  institution.  They  had  already  secured 
a  controlling  influence  in  the  Ooyemment,  had  defeated  the  attempt  to 
establish  freedom  in  Arkansas,  and  now  entered  upon  the  work  of  estab* 
lishing  slayeiy  in  Missouri  with  great  confidence. 

The  statesmen  of  the  free  Korth  entered  upon  the  contest  surrounded 
by  many  discouragements.  Since  1793  the  powers  of  Ooyernment  had 
been  exerted  in  fayor  of  the  institution.  Korthem  members  were  con- 
seryatiye.  Mr.  Clay,  who  was  then  exerting  more  influence  in  Congress 
than  any  other  member,  had  been  looked  to  with  much  hope  ;  but  he 
had  lent  his  yote  to  establish  slayery  in  Arkansas,  and  men  of  experi- 
ence entertained  the  opinion  that  he  would  do  the  same  in  regard  to  Mis- 
souri Bat  the  free  States  were  the  most  populous,  and  furnished  the 
greatest  number  of  Representatiyes.  They  had  been  educated  iu  the 
loye  of  liberty,  and  if  true  to  the  cause  of  freedom  they  would  haye  pre- 
yaiied.  They  knew  that  the  Ooyemment  had  been  founded  upon  prin- 
ciples of  nniyersal  liberty,  and  they  felt  confident  in  the  justice  of  their 
cause,  and  conscious  of  the  responsibility  resting  upon  them. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Tallmadge,  northern  members  pointed  out  the 
eyiis  of  slayery,  showed  how  its  extension  oyer  Missouri  would  entail  ig^ 
norano%  degradation  and  suffering  upon  its  people  ;  that  at  some  future 
day  it  would  drench  that  fair  land  in  Hood,  They  referred  to  its  inherent 
crimes,  its  barbarous  character,  and  entire  incompatibility  withrepubUcan 
principles. 

But  the  adyocates  of  dayery  would  not  discuss  its  moral  character. 
Nor  would  they  examine  the  primal  troths  enunciated  by  the  founden 
of  our  Ooyemment.  They  dwelt  altogether  upon  tedinicalities.  Tbej 
denied  the  right  of  Congress  to  reject  a  State  whose  Constitution  admit- 
ted slayery.  They  assufned  this  as  their  predicate,  without  asEngning 
reasons  or  explanation.  On  this  assumption  they  rested  all  tbeir  argu- 
ments. 

And  when  this  postulate  was  denied  and  its  fallacy  exposed,  they  ap- 
pear to  haye  become  irritated  and  had  recourse  to  threats  and  intimida- 
tion. They  spoke  of  ''the  ides  of  March,"  of  the  "fate  of  Cssar  a^d 
of  Rome."    They  asserted  that  if  northern  members  persisted  in  exdud- 
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*  fag  sIsTeiy  from  the  Territories,  the  Umon  vumid  U  disscived.  They 
insisted  that  northern  members  had  already  "kmdied'a  fire  which  the 
waters  of  ocean  could  not  eztingiiish." 

To  thk  it  was  replied  that  if  a  dissoliition  of  the  Union  mnst  take 
place  in  consequence  of  maintaiBing  freedom,  '*  let  it  be  so."  **  If  blood 
were  necessary  to  extii^nlsh  the  lore  of  liberty,  it  mnst  flow.''  The  ad- 
tocates  of  Justice  and  freedom  were  ready  to  die  in  the  cause  which  they 
adrocated.* 

The  debate  was  commenced  on  Mr.  Tallmadge's  proposition,  on  the  18th 
Febmary,  and  continued  nntil  the  16th,  when  the  rote  was  taken,  and  the 
amendment  was  adopted  by  82  in  the  afBrmatire,  to  78  m  the  neg^tire. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  M^yland,  and  Mr.  Hall,  of  Delaware,  being  the  only 
members  from  slaTe  States  who  roted  in  Ihyor  of  the,  amendment,  while 
Messrs.  Parrott,  of  Neif  Hampshire;  Holmes,  Ma^n,  and  Shaw,  of 
Massachnsette  ;  Mason,  of  Shode  Island  ;  Ooi^er  and  Storrs,  of  New 
York ;  Bloomfield  and  Ejnney,  of  New  Jersey;  Beecher  and  Harrison, 
of  Ohio,  TOted  with  the  advocates  of  slarery. 

The  IhII,  thns  amended,  passed  the  House  by  a  large  m^'ority,  and 
wtB  sent  to  t^e  Senate.  When  it  came  under  consideration  in  that  body, 
m  motioiK  was  made  to  strike  out  the  amendment  inserted  by  the  Hoose, 
aad  thus  was  the  bald  question  of  slayery  or  freedom  in  Missouri  pre- 
sented to  the  choice  of  Senators.  There  was  but  little  debate  on  the  snb- 
jeot,  but  the  proposition  was  sustained,  and  the  restriction  stricken  out 
by  a  Yote  of  30  in  the  affirmative  to  6  in  the  negative  ;  Messrs.  Dagget 
and  Dana»  of  Oonnedacut ;  Palmer  and  Tichenor,  of  Vermont;  King  and 
Saadford,  of  New  York  ;  Leach  and  Roberts,  of  Pennsylvania  ;  Storer, 
of  New  Hampshire,  and  OtiS|  of  Massachusetts,  representing  free 
States,  voted  with  the  slaveholders  against  the  establishment  of  liberty 
iaMissoivL 

The  entire  history  of  our  nation  and  of  other  governments  show  that 
Ae  ftirther  public  officers  are  removed  from  the  power  of  the  people,  the 
lies  anzioiis  are  they  to  secure  the  people's  rights  ;  certainly  no  fact  is 
jaore  appcffent  in  our  own  history,  than  that  the  Senate,  up  to  the  thne 
of  the  great  rebellion  of  1861,  on  almost  all  questions  mvolving  popular 
fights,  acted  with  the  slaveholders.  On  this  occasion,  only  six  of  the 
twenty  Senators  firom  free  States  voted  for  freedom,  while  twelve  voted 

•  Vorty-iwo  jnn  rabMqaeBUj,  whfla  ttia  writer  wm  p«BiilDf  tliCM  pagM,  Mm  grtftt  bftltle  tf 
Pm  Bidf*  WM  b«lBf  feogbA  by  the  UoIob  mrmj  of  M kwrari.  It  wm  tlia  moH  Uoodj  oentot  wUA 
kad  ttMn  occanod  upon  the  Amwlon  mQ.  Then  4^  Mendt  of  fire«io«k  poured  out  their  Meod 
freely  In  defence  of  their  cmvue.  The/  aehlered  a  glorlooa  Tictory,  and  by  the  Mcriflce  of  more 
«hafi  alfaeoMBd  ^alttbte  llTee,  otahOihed  Uberly  In  UIhowI,  whleh  wm  bMely  gorrendered  bf 
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far  dayery  in  MiflBoari.    The  biH,  being  thns  amended,  vm  returned  to 
fhe  Hoose  for  concurrence. 

The  session  was  near  its  dose  and  the  biU  was  immediately  taken  np  for 
consideration  in  that  body,  and  after  a  short  debate,  the  amendment  of  tiie 
Senate  was  disagreed  to  by  a  Tote  of  76  in  the  affirmatiye  to  78  in  the 
negative.  The  Senate  insisted  on  their  amendment,  and  the  Honae 
adhering  to  the  bill  as  it  passed  that  body,  it  was  lost,  and  no  law  in 
r^^rd  to  the  admission  of  Missonii  was  passed  at  that  session. 

This  rejection  of  slayery  in  Missouri  was  complained  of  by  soathem 
papers  and  politicians  as  dictated  by  tedional  interests  and  sedianal  pre- 
judices. Soathem  men  having  refused  to  examine  the  moral  question, 
appeared  to  thmk  that  other  sections  of  the  country  would  only  lodk  at 
its  political  or  sectional  influence.  To  this  period  we  may  trace  that 
error  which  became  chronic  in  the  minds  of  senile  politicians,  of  charao* 
ierijsing  the  advocates  of  unchanging  truth,  justice,  and  freedom,  as  sup- 
porters of  a  sedianal  issue. 

But  this  successful  resistance  against  the  extension  of  slavery 
awakened  m  the  northern  mind  a  spirit  of  determiaed  adherence  to  the 
doctrine  of  human  rights,  which,  from  that  time  never  slumbered  nor 
slept ;  although  many  years  elapsed  before  it  attained  such  strength  as 
to  be  heard  by  the  nation. 

jg^^j  At  this  closing  sesfflon  of  the  fifteenth  Congress,  the  people  of 
Illinois,  having  jframed  a  constitution  and  State  government,  asked 
admission  to  the  Union.  The  constitution  reserved  to  the  people  of  thai 
State  the  right  to  employ  slaves  at  the  salt  works^  near  Shawneetown,  until 
the  year  1825,  and  to  require  all  persons  serving  in  that  State  unda 
indentures  to  continue  in  service  such  time  as  had  been  stipulated. 

On  admitting  the  State  a  question  was  raised  as  to  the  consistency  of  this 
constitution  with  the  ordinance  of  1787,  and  on  this  question  a  debate 
arose  in  which  Mr.  Tallmadge,  of  New  York,  declared  that  he  would  not 
argue  the  barbarous  character  of  skivery,  saying,  "  that  stigma  rniut  ht 
cast  from  us  as  soon  as  possible,'^  In  answer  to  this,  Mr.  Poindexter,  of 
Mississippi,  asserted  that  the  "  whde  South  regarded  slaverjf  as  a  omrse, 
amd  were  anxious  to  get  rid  of  it  at  the  earliest  moment  possibU." 

But  Mr.  Harrison,  of  Ohio,  denied  that  the  ordinance  of  1787  im- 
posed any  obligation  upon  the  people  of  Illinois  to  discard  slavery.  And 
he  assured  gentlemen  that  Ohio  would  never  ask  Congress  whether  she 
might  adopt  slavery  or  not."^ 

*  Tbif  rabMirlMkcy  to  ttia  lUTa  p«wer  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Harrlion  probablj  emigMtirtad  tbt 
i«eret  of  Uii  election  to  the  Preildeney  in  1840.  While  Mr.  OUj*s  Ioto  of  ilbeity,  dottbUew.  dofofttod 
him  In  1844^  m  the  touttiem  Stotof  oppowd  bk  etoeUoa. 
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The  bill  admitting  Illinois  under  her  coostitation  passed  both  Hooses 
of  Congress,  -and  became  a  law. 

•Further  claims  for  slaves  deported  by  the  British  army  at  the  dose  of 
the  late  war,  were  presented  and  referred,  and  reports  were  made  show- 
ing the  progress  of  the  ExecatiTe  m  obtaining  a  reference  of  aU  qnes- 
tions  toQching  those  chums  to  the  nmpurage  of  the  Emperor  of  Russia  ; 
and  the  fifteenth  Congress  was  brought  to  a  dose. 
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(3HAPTER  IV. 

THK  NUMBSB  Of  SLAVS  8IATB8  INCBXlflKD. 

jgjg  J  The  meeting  of  the  sixteenth  Congress  was  looked  to  with  mndi 
interest  bj  the  people  generally,  and  with  i^prehensions  by  the 
more  timid.  The  continuance  of  the  Union  had  been  threatened  at  the 
previous  session,  and  many  honest  men  of  the  firee  States  entertained  fean 
that  these  threats  would  be  carried  into  execution  if  slavery  were  exclud- 
ed from  Missouri 

Mr.  Clay  was  elected  speaiker  of  the  House,  and  on  assuming  the  duties 
of  his  office,  he  made  a  short  speech  alluding  to  the  unportant  questibui 
which  would  come  before  theuL  On  the  8th  December  a  committee  was 
appomted  to  bring  m  a  bill  to  authorize  the  people  of  Missouri  to  form  a 
ocmstitution  and  State  government. 

On  the  following  day  the  bill  was  reported  in  the  usual  form  and  was 
made  the  order  of  the  day. 

On  the  14th,  it  was  taken  up  for  conaderation,  when  Mr.  Taylor,  of 
New  Tork,  moved  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  take  into  constder- 
alion  and  repprt  a  general  law  for  excluding  slavery  from  the  territories 
west  of  the  Mississippi.  The  proposition  prevailed,  and  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  was  postponed  to  await  the  report  of  the  committee, 
lato.]  ^^  ^^  expected  that  the  Speaker,  accordmg  to  parliamentaiy 
usage,  would  appoint  a  committee  favorable  to  the  proposition, 
but  it  appears  that  he  was  either  deceived  in  regard  to  the  character  of 
some  members  of  the  committee,  or  he  intentionally  violated  the  usages 
of  the  House  ;  for  on  the  29th  January,  Mr.  Taylor  reported  from  tiie 
committee  that  they  could  not  agree  upon  any  action  on  the  subject 

The  bill  for  authorizing  the  people  of  Missouri  to  form  a  State  consti- 
tution and  government  was  again  taken  up,  when  Mr.  Storrs,  of  New 
York,  proposed  to  add  a  new  section,  prohibiting  davery  in  the  territo- 
ries of  the  United  States  north  of  the  88th  degree  of  latitude. 

Although  representing  a  free  constituency,  Mr.  Storrs,  with  much  Mi- 
ity,  opposed  the  restriction  of  slavery  in  Missouri,  insisting  that  the  peo. 
pie  of  that  territory  ought  to  be  permitted  to  dispose  of  the  subject 
according  to*their  own  wiU,  tacitly  denying  that  the  slave  was  entitted 
to  any  consideration.  Indeed,  no  advocate  for  extending  slavery  appeared 
conscious  that  any  moral  prindple  was  involved. 
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To  this  it  was  replied  that,  if  slaTery  were  jnst  and  profitable,  it  ought 
to  be  extended;  if  unjost  and  criminal,  it  should  not  only  be  restricted  but 
blotted  oat ;  that  it  were  absard  to  saj  it  was  jost  and  right  np  to  a  cer- 
tain degree  of  latitude,  and  unjust  and  criminal  north  of  such  Ime  ;  that 
the  guilt,  the  turpitude  of  slavery  consisted  in  its  perpetration  and  not  in 
the  pUcc  of  committing  the  crime. 

As  the  l^slatures  of  dilferent  States  assembled,  the  absorbing  question 
«f  admitting  Missouri  attracted  their  attention.  Pennsylrania  appealed 
to  the  other  States  "  to  refiue  to  cavenani  wih  cfime*^  and  by  a  unanimous 
Tote  dedsxed  it  the  duty  as  well  as  the  right  of  Congress  to  prohibit 
dayery  in  Missouri 

New  Jersey  and  Delaware  followed  by  unanimous  rote  of  their  leg^la- 
tures.  Nor  was  New  York  backward  on  the  subject.  The  Legislar 
tore  of  that  important  State  adopted  resolutiomi  calling  on  Con-* 
gress  to  inhibit  dayery  in  Missouri;  and  all  parties  united  in  reelect- 
ing Mr.  King  to  the  Senate  for  the  purpose  of  sustaining  the  policy  of 
restricting  the  institution.  Ohio  also  followed  theezample  set  by  her  sister 
States,  and  adopted  resolutions  calling  on  Congress  to  restrict  slavery  to 
tki  States  in  wMeh  ii  then  aasted. 

The  legislatures  of  the  New  England  States  were  sHent;  but  their  peo- 
ple sent  numerous  memorials  to  Congress,  asking  that  body  to  save  the 
nation  from  the  farther  extension  of  slavery.  Kentucky,  Yirginia,  and 
Maryland,  through  theu^  legislatures,  memorialised  Congress  in  favor  of 
permitting  Missouri  to  establiBh  slavery,  if  her  people  desired  its  existence 
among  them.  A  large  meeting  was  held  in  Baltimore,  at  which  the  mayor 
presided,  and  strong  resolutions  against  the  extension  of  slavery  were 
adopted.  But  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  alone  spoke  of  slavery  as 
a  criffie,  and  invoked  Congress  "  to  refuse  to  covenant  ti^A  it,'*  Others 
referred  to  the  institution  as  wrong,  as  unjust,  impoliiie,  tfc,  but  exhibited 
an  apparent  delicacy  in  characterizing  the  deep  moral  turpitude  of  the 
lostitution. 

On  receipt  of  these  memorials  abd  legislative  resolves,  the  bill  relating 
to  Mussouri  was  laid  aside,  and  that  admitUng  Maine  to  form  a  State 
government  and  constitution  was  taken  up  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Clay,  Speaker  of  the  House,  now  opposed  the  admission  of  Maine, 
and  assigned  as  the  cause  of  his  opposition  the  efforts  to  restrict 
davery  in  Missouri.  But  this  unjust  and  unstatesmanlike  effort  was 
promptly  met  and  exposed  and  almost  unanimously  voted' down.  The 
InU  admitttbg  Maine  was  passed' and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concur- 
rence ;  and  that  admitting  Missouri  was  agcdn  taken  up  for  considera- 
tion. 
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Ab  the  debate  continoed  to  occopj  the  House  of  BepresentatiVeSy  the 
attention  of  the  people  became  more  intensely  attracted  to  the  subject ; 
and  for  the  first  time  the  northern  States  appeared  to  realize  that  the 
moral  sentiment  of  the  nation  was  paralized  by  the  slaye  power.  News- 
papers called  attention  of  their  readers  to  that  provision  of  the  Federal 
Constitntion  which  gives  to  each  State  equal  powers  and  influence  in  pro- 
portion to  their  free  population,  and  then  superadds  three  votes  tot  every 
five  slaves  whom  the  people  of  such  State  may  hold  m  bondage.  They  said 
the  provision  which  thus  gave  a  bounty  to  slaveholders  was  the  work  of 
those  who  framed  the  Constitution;  but  if  that  bounty  wece  extended  to 
Missouri,  the  generation  who  perpetrated  such  an  outrage  must  bear  the 
odium.  ' 

But  this  superiority  of  influence  had  been  acknowledged  by  the  framers 
of  the  Constitution;  and  slaveholders  had  been  led  to  believe  it  a  just  ac* 
kuQwledgment  of  their  superior  excellence.    These  considerations  seemed  | 

to  embitter  the  contest.    The   people  of  both  slave  and  free  States  1 

became  excited.    The  arrival  of  mails  was  watched  with  interest  in  every  | 

village^^hamlet  and  city.    All  eyes  were  turned  towards  Congre9s.    The  | 

action  of  every  member  was  watched  by  his  constituents,  and  a  determi- 
nation was  manifested  to  hold  members  responsible  for  their  course  upon 
the  subject  of  liberty. 
J  While  the  debate  in  the  House  was  progressing,  the  Senate  took  up 
for  consideration  the  bill  admitting  Maine.  An  amendment  proposing  to 
admit  Missourf  was  offered,  and  Mr.  Roberts,  of  Pennsylvania,  proposed 
to  amend  the  amendment  by  inserting  a  prohibition  of  slavery  in  Mis- 
souri. 

Thus  both  Houses  of  Congress  were  engaged  at  the  same  time  in  dis- 
cussing the  important  question  of  extending  slavery,  which  was  fraught 
with  such  momentous  consequences  to  the  nation  and  to  posterity. 

Northern  Senators  appeared  more  inspired  with  the  spirit  of  fi*eedom 
than  at  any  time  since  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution.  They  referred 
to  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  insisted  that  the  primal  truths 
therein  enunciated  ought  not  to  oe  departed  from.  But  eloquence  and 
logic  could  not  reach  the  hearts  of  slaveholders.  Southern  members  of 
the  Senate  followed  the  example  set  them  in  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives. They  steadily  and  persistently  refused  to  debate  primal  truths, 
or  moral  principles.  Assuming  as  their  predicate  that  Congress  was 
bound  to  admit  any  new  State  with  such  constitution  as  its  people  should 
adopt,  they  l)ased  their  arguments  upon  that  postulate,  from  which 
they  reasoned  ably  and  ingenuously. 

In  all  their  arguments  they  denied  that  human  governments  were 
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limited  in  their  legitimate  powers  to  the  administration  of  justice,  insist- 
ing that  they  held  the  political  right  to  enslave  the  African  race,  and 
render  them  sabserrient  to  the  will  of  then:  masters  ;  and  uttered  threats 
of  a  dissolution  of  the  Union  if  northern  members  persisted  in  their 
efforts  to  inhibit  slavery  in  the  Territories.  To  the  Hon.  Ninian' 
Edwards,  of  Illinois,  belongs  the  honor  or  the  odium  of  enunciating 
in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  his  own  moral  cowardice.  He  spoke 
of  the  feeling  in  the  free  States  against  the  extension  of  slavery,  declar- 
ing he  could  not  contemplate  it  except  with  horror.  He  insisted  that 
the  slave  States  were  opposed  to  slavery,  and  would  rid  themselves  of  it 
Boon  as  Providence  should  open  a  way  for  its  abolition,  and  closed  by 
flaying  he  should  vote  against  the  restriction  "  to  sate  the  Umon  f^  and 
this  language  was  repeated  in  the  Senate  and  in  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives  during  the  succeedmg  forty  years,  and  constituted  the  reason  for 
every  surrender  of  human  rights  and  northern  honor,  until  southern  men 
actually  seceded  from  the  Union.  Yet  we  are  not  at  liberty  to  suppose 
that  Mr.  Edwards  or  others,  who  thus  surrendered  their  independence 
at  the  dictation  of  southern  members,  believed  that  in  thus  encouraging 
the  advocates  of  slavery,  strengthening  and  confirming  them  in  the 
opinion  that  the  Union  was  chiefly  beneficial  to  the  free  States,  they 
were  hasteninig  the  very  eveqt  which  they  professed  to  deprecate. 

The  feeling  among  the  people  of  the  free  States  appeared  to  have  a 
different  effect  upon  Mr.  Otis,  of  Massachusetts,  who  hs^,  up  to  that 
time,  usually  spoken  and  voted  with  southern  members.  He  now 
changed  his  position  and  stood  forth  among  the  ablest  and  boldest 
champions  of  freedom. 

After  spending  some  two  weeks  in  debating  this  question,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  vote  on  the  proposition  to  prohibit  slavery  in  the  contem* 
plated  State  of  Missouri,  when  it  was  found  that  only  sixteen  members 
were  in  favor  of  it,  while  there  were  twenty-seven  against  it ;  all  mem- 
bers from  the  slave  States  voting  against  it,  assisted  by  Messrs.  Parrott, 
of  New  Hampshire  ;  Palmer,  of  Vermont ;  Hunter,  of  Rhode  Island  ; 
Lanman,  of  Connecticut ;  Edwards  and  Thomas,  of  Illinois.  The  inhi- 
bition being  rejected,  Mr.  Thomas,  of  Illinois,  offered  an  amendment, 
prohibiting  slavery  in  the  Louisiana  purchase,  north  of  the  liue  of 
Arkansas. 

Mr.  Trimble,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  amend  that  proportion  by  ezdoding 
it  from  Arkansas  also  ;  but  this  latter  proposition  was  rejected,  24  to  20, 
the  Senators  from  Illinois  and  Indiana  voting  against  it.  The  vote  was 
then  taken  on  excluding  slavery  from  the  remainder  of  the  Louisiana 
purchase,  and  it  was  carried,  84  to  10.    With  these  amendments,  tho 
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bOl  Admlttitg  Maine  was  attached  to  that  admittuig  Mkeonri,  and  the 
two  bills  thus  consolidated  passed  the  Senate,  24  to  20,  and  was  tran«- 
mitted  to  the  Honse  for  concurence. 

Nor  had  the  lower  branch  been  idle  while  the  debate  was -progressing 
in  the  Senate.  In  that  body  the  history  of  davery  ww  traced  to  its 
origm ;  its  erimes  and  goilt  were  brought  out  to  the  pnUic  gaze  ;  its 
nneqaivocal  character,  its  violation  of  natural  law,  of  natural  jnstioey 
Vas  set  forth  in  fbrdble  language ;  its  effect  upon  the  prosperity  of 
nations,  its  perfect  inconsistency  with  Christian  civilinUon  were  forcibly 
prasented. 

To  this  it  was  replied  that  slayery  had  existed  among  all  aacaent 
nations  ;  that  it  was  necessary  in  warm  latitndes,  where  white  men  ooold 
not  endnre  the  heat ;  that  our  Federal  Constitntion  had  recognized  ita 
existence,  and  sonth^nmen  would  not  now  examine  itis  jostice  or  injna- 
tice  ;  and  northern  members  were  appealed  to  and  exhorted  to  forget 
their  prejudices  m  &yor  of  freedom,  in  order  "  to  saxt  the  Vwcn."  Mem- 
bers from  the  fihire  States  boasted  of  their  devotion  to  the  Union,  and 
begged  that  northern  members  would  not  press  their  views  of  liberty  too 
&r,  lest  they  should  drive  slaveholding  members  to  dissolve  the  Union 
which  they  so  highly  prized,  asserting  that  every  people  hdd  the  righjb 
to  judge  for  themselves  whether  they  would  or  would  not  establish 
slavery. 

Northern  members  admitted  that  the  doctrine  advanced  would  be  con- 
sistent in  a  Pagan  govemiQent ;  bat  was  entisely  opposed  to  Christianity, 
which  denied  that  those  who  administer  human  governments  could  inno- 
cently enslave  men  who  had  committed  no  crime  or  offence, 
^g^j  On  the  19th  February,  the  House  took  up  the  Mil  from  the 
Senate,  and  disagreed  to  the  amendments  made  in  that  body 
after  four  days'  debate,  and,  having  returned  the  bOl  with  their  disagree- 
meat,  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  proposition  to  inhibit  slavery  ia 
the  contemplated  State  of  Missouri. 

On  the  21th  February,  the  House,  in  conmiittee,  agreed  to  the  dause 
restricting  slavery  in  IdQssouri,  and  the  bill  was  reported  to  the  House. 
On  the  29th,  that  body,  while  considering  the  am^dments,  reached  the 
restrictive  proposition,  and  it  was  agreed  to,  94  members  voting  in  favor 
of  it,  to  86  against  it^  Messrs.  Holmes,  Mason,  and  Shaw,  of  Massachu- 
setts }  Storrs  and  Meigs,  of  New  York  ;  and  Baldwin,  of  Pennsylvania, 
voting  with  the  advocates  of  slavery  ;  and  the  bill  passed  the  House  by 
vote  of  91  te  82,  and  was  transmitted  to  the  Sedate  for  concurrence  oa 
the  1st  March. 

The  Senate  proceeded  at  once  to  consider  the  bOl,  and  by  vote  of  2T 
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to  1$  (track  oat  tbe  refltrietire  daoae^  Hesns.  Ticheiier  and  Ptbner,  of 
Tenaont ;  Hunter,  of  Rhode  Ishod ;  Luamftn,  of  Oonneeticot ;  Paiv 
Tott^  of  New  Hampshire ;  Thomaa  and  Edwards,  of  Illinois,  agaia 
Toting  with  the  adherents  of  slarery.  The  Senate  next  amended  thie 
bill  hj  adopting  a  danse  ezclnduog  dayerj  from  all  that  portion  of  the 
liooisiana  purchase  lying  north  of  36  deg.  80  min.  north  latitadOi 
and  retam^  the  hill,  with  ttieir  amandoients,  for  concurrence  \>j  the 
Hoose. 

The  House  disagreed  to  the  Senate's  amendment  attached  to  the  bill 
admitting  Maine,  and  the  Senate  having  adhered  to  their  amendment, 
demanded  a  committee  of  ooniSerence. 

The  House  of  BepreaentatiTes  complied  with  this  demand,  and  the 
committee  being  aj^inted,  did  not  confine  their  action  to  the  questiim 
submitted  to  them,  but  adfssed  the  Senate  to  recede  from  its  amend- 
ment uniting  the  two  bills  in  one,  and  adviasd  the  House  to  recede  from 
its  amendment  prohibiting  slayeiy  in  Missouri,  aad  that  both  bmnches 
should  adopt  a  clause  excluding  the  institutioa  from  the  remainder  of  the 
territory  purchased  of  France. 

This  was  literally  the  cofipfMmK  which  became  so  celebrated  in  Amer- 
ican history.  It  consisted  of  eorenants,  entered  into  by  the  members  of 
Congress,  professing  to  act  tot  and  on  behalf  of  the  people  whom  they 
represented,  as  fellows ; 

First,  The  people  of  Maine  were  to  be  authorized  to  form  a  State 
fOfrenunent  and  constitution. 

Second.  The  people  of  Missouri  were  to  be  authorise  to  form  a  State 
constitution  and  government  witbeut  restriction  as  to  sktrery. 

Third.  Slavery  was  to  be  excluded  from  the  remaining  portion  of  the 
Louisiana  tonritory. 

In  making  this  recommendation,  the  committee  dearly  transcended  its 
powers,  as  the  bill  concanuag  MiSBOUci  had  not  been  committed  to  them 
for  consideration. 

The  House,  howevw ,  immediately  took  up  the  bill  to  authorise  the 
ibnnation  of  a  constitution  and  State  gOTemment  in  Miasouri,  with  the 
amendment  made  in  the  Senate,  striking  out  the  claose  inhibiting  slavery, 
and  it  was  ascertained  that  90  members  were  in  &vor  of  agreeing  to  the 
action  of  the  Senate,  while  only  87  were  of^posed  to  it  I  "^ 

The  following  members  from  the  free  States  voted  in  favor  of  agree* 
ing  to  the  Senate's  amendment,  to  wit :  Messrs.  Hobnes,  Mason,  Hill, 
asad  Shaw,  of  Maasachisetts ;  Bddy,  of  Rhode  Idand ;  Foote  and 
Sterens,  of  Connecticut ;  Bloomfield,  Kinney,  and  Smith,  of  New  Jersey; 
Storrs  and  Meigs,  of  New  York ;  Baldwin  and  Fullerton,  of  Pennsyl- 
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rania.  Messrs.  Edwards,  of  Connecticat ;  Merrfl,  of  Yermont ;  Oaae, 
Peck,  and  Thompkins,  of  New  York,  did  not  yote.  It  was  throagh 
this  defection  of  northern  members  that  slavery  was  established  in 
Hissonri. 

The  proviso  excladlng  slavery  from  the  territor/  north  of  36  d^. 
80  min.  was  then  agreed  to  by  a  vote  of  134  to  42. 
'  It  was  on  this  occasion  that  Mr.  Bandolph,  of  Yirginia,  denonnoed 
the  eighteen  northern  members  by  whose  vote  this  compromise  was 
carried,  as  "  dough-faces,''  and  the  compromise  itself  as  a  "  dirty  bar- 
gain/' 

Mr.  Randolph  gave  notice  that  he  should  move  a  feconmderation  of 
the  vote  on  the  next  day ;  but  the  Speaker,  intending  to  pat  an  end 
to  the  controversy,  directed  the  Clerk  to  hmry  the  bill  to  the  Senate 
the  same  evening;  and  when,  on  the  following  day,  Mr.  RandolfA 
attempted  to  make  the  motion  to  reconsider,  he  was  informed  that  the 
bill  had  been  sent  to  the  Senate,  and  his  motion  was,  therefore,  not  in 
order.* 

The  Senate  now  receded  from  its  amendment  to  the  bill  admitting 
Maine,  and  thus  the  compromise  was  consummated  so  far  as  Congress 
was  concerned,  ^nd  the  two  bills  now  awaited  the  Ezectitive  approval. 

At  that  period  the  State  of  Yirginia  appeared  to  exert  a  contrdling 
inflnence  in  onr  national  politics,  and  the  statesmen  of  that  conunon* 
wealth  seemed  desirons  of  raising  an  issne  in  the  approaching  PreaL 
dential  election,  upon  the  power  of  Congress  to  exclude  slavery  from  the 
Territories  of  the  United  States. 

The  President  (Mr.  Monroe),  to  fortify  himself  on  this  point,  pro- 
pounded to  his  cabinet  two  questions : 

First.  Has  Congress  the  constitutional  power  to  prohibit  slavery  in  the 
Territories  of  the  United  States  f 

Second.  Was  the  term  "forever^  used  in  the  bill  authorizing  the 
people  of  Missouri  to  form  a  State  constitution  and  government,  to  be 
understood  as  referring  only  to  the  territorial  condition  of  the  district  to 
which  it  related  ?  Or  was  it  an  attempt  to  extend  the  prohibition  to 
the  States  which  might  at  some  ftiture  day  be  erected  thereon  1 

On  the  first  question  the  Cabinet  were  wnamnumsly  of  the  opiman  that 
Congress  possessed  the  power  to  exdude  sla/very  from  the  TerrUories  of  the 
United  States. 

•  Mr.  Olty,  After  the  death  of  Mr.  Ruidolpli,  Bdmitted  flu*  he  Mnft  UM  bill  thw  eeily  to  Um 
Seaate  for  the  pnzpoee  of  pottiiif  an  end  to  the  debate ;  Mr.  Randolph  waa  greatlj  oflJinded  ait  thia 
manoff^mmU  of  the  Speaker,  and  the  feeling  created  at  that  tfaaa  probably  gaTe  riee  to  the  duel 
between  thoee  genttomen,  whleh  occurred  lome  yean  aftcnrardu 
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On  the  second,  Mr.  Adamfl  alone  declared  in  faTor  of  snch  oonBtmo- 
tion  afi  worJd  forever  ezclade  sliirerj  firom  ench  States  as  might  be 
formed  from  the  territory  embraced  iu  the  proyisa  Bnt  at  the  instance 
of  Mr.  Oalhonn,  the  second  interrogatory  was  so  modified  as  simply  to 
inqoire  whether  the  proviso  as  U  stood  in  the  bM  was  constittUionall 
And  all  the  cabinet  responded  in  the  affirmative."*^ 

The  difficulty  on  this  subject,  doubtless,  arose  from  the  proneness  of 
statesmen  to  reason  from  the  incidental  questions  propounded,  rather 
than  to  search  out  the  prunal  cause  which  gave  rise  to  them.  Had 
members  of  Congress  and  of  the  Executive  cabinet  borne  in  mind  that 
our  Government  was  based  upon  the  acknowledged  doctrine  that  life 
and  liberty  are  gifts  of  God  constituting  the  rights  of  mankind,  lywg 
hMnd  and  above  kuman  Urns  amd  kunum  govemmtnts^  they  would  have 
seen  and  felt  that  Ooi^ess  must  have  had  the  same  power  to  ezdnde 
slavery  from  our  Territories,  that  it  had  to  ezdode  murder  or  treason 
from  them,  or  to  exclude  piracy  from  the  hjgh  seas ;  and  that  States 
formed  from  such  territory  couJd  have  no  more  authority  to  establish 
slavery  than  they  had  to  establish  murder  or  treason. 

Mr.  Adams,  then  Secretary  of  State,  was  in  the  habit  of  describing, 
in  his  Diary,  his  own  views  upon  important  events  which  were  trans- 
piring around  him  ;  and  we  cannot  better  interest  the  reader  than 
to  give  a  short  extract  therefrom,  showing  the  views  and  impressons 
of  Uiat  distinguished  statesman  at  the  time  of  consummating  this  oonh 
promise. 

*'  l%e  impresfflon,"  said  he,  "  produced  on  my  mind  by  the  progrea 
of  this  discussion  is,  that  the  bargain  between  freedom  and  slavery  eoft> 
tuned  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  is  morally  and  poUHcalkf 
vicuwj,  inconsistent  with  the  principles  upon  which  alone  our  Revolution 
can  be  justified  ;  cruel  and  oppressive  by  rivetmg  the  chains  of  slavery  ; 
in  pledging  the  frdth  of  freedom  to  maintain  and  perpetuate  the  tyranny 
of  the  masters  ;  and  grossly  unequal  and  impolitic,  by  admitting  that 
slaves  are  at  once  enemies  to  be  kept  in  objection  ;  propertf  to  be  secured 
and  restored  to  their  otoners  ;  and  persoTis  not  to  be  represented  themsekes, 
bnt  for  whom  the  masters  are  privileged  with  nearly  a  double  share  of 
representation.  The  consequence  has  been  that  t^  slave  representation 
has  governed  the  Union,   ...   It  would  be  no  difficult  matter  to  prove 

*  Hia  opinions  of  th«  Cnblnet  were  ezprened  In  writtng  bj  etch  member;  bnt  thoee  written' 
•piniene  wete  eobeeqaentlj  loefc  from  the  BseeotiTe  flki,  and  the  abOTe  facte  were  euppltod  froin 
the  Dlaxy  of  Mr.  Adams,  to  the  eorreotaeaB  of  which,  Mr.  Calhoun  was  constrained  to  jield  adnde- 
•lon,  ahhoogh  be  changed  Us  onlnlon  as  to  th«  constitutional  power  of  Congress  to  prohibit 
ibiTery  in  the  TerrMoclcsi 
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bj  retiewing  the  history  of  the  Uhion  under  this  Constitatioii,  that 
ahnost  eTerything  which  has  contributed  to  the  honor  and  welfare  of 
tiie  nation  has  been  accomplished  in  despite  of  them,  and  that  every- 
thmg  unpropitious  and  dishonorable,  including  the  blunders  and  follies 
of  their  adrersaries,  may  be  traced  to  them." 

18M.1  -^^  result  of  the  contest  was  deeply  mortifying  to  the  North. 
The  people  of  the  free  States  now.realized  that  they  were  under 
the  rule  of  the  slave  power,  and  felt  a  corresponding  humiliation* 
Ooremor  Woolcot,  of  Oonnecticut,  alluding  to  it  in  his  annual  message, 
declared,  ''We  may  admit  that  our  southern  brethem  are  as  firmly 
attached  to  liberty  as  ourselyes  ;  but  we  cannot  concede  that  they  are 
our  superiors  witiiout  submitting  to  humiliation  and  reproach.  Pro- 
bably the  claim  has  no  other  foundation  than  in  the  well-known  ardor, 
tenacity  of  opinion,  and  strict  concert  of  action  with  which  the  members 
of  a  privileged  order  invaiiably  pursue  a  separate  and  exclusive  interest. 
S^en  a  tacit  admission  of  inferiority  on  our  part,  by  habitual  conces- 
sions, would  imply  on  our  part  a  secret  preference  for  aristocratic  over 
democratic  institutions."  It  is  certain  that ''  habitual  concessions  "  did 
mark  the  public  action  of  all  the  free  States  during  half  a  century,  and 
that  the  action  of  the  slave  States  during  that  period  was  characterized 
by  "  ardor,  tenacity  of  opinion,  and  strict  concert." 

Penn^lvania  had  been  truly  patient  and  long-suffering.  From  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution  she  had  seen  her  sovereignty  outraged,  her 
free  colored  citizens  kidnapped,  carried  to  slave  States  and  sold  to  inter- 
minable bondage  ;  and  when  she  complained  of  these  outrages  she  had 
been  told  that  such  crimes  in  shive  States  constituted  only  trupasset,  for 
which  relief  must  be  sought  by  suit  for  privaJte  damage.  She  had  seen 
the  fugitive  slave  act  used  for  the  purpose  of  enslaving  free  citizens.  Biots 
and  bloodshed,  growing  out  of  attempts  to  seize  alleged  fugitives,  created 
alarm  on  the  part  of  her  quiet  and  peace-loving  citizens  ;  but  her  indig- 
nation was  aroused  by  the  extension  of  slavery  into  Missouri,  and  her 
Legislature  passed  an  act  forbidding  her  justices  of  the  peace  to  aid  in 
the  arrest  of  fugitive  slaves. 

But  while  much  feeling  was  exhibited  in  the  free  States  against  this 
extension  of  slavery,  the  entire  South  became  united  and  active  in 
&vor  of  the  measure.  Mr.  Clay,  the  leading  statesman  of  the  South, 
though  once  an  ardent  supporter  of  liberty,  now  wielded  more  influence 
in  favor  of  extending  slavery  than  any  other  man  of  the  nation.  Hia 
•avowed  theory,  or  attempt  to  palliate  his  own  course,  was,  that  the 
l>est  cure  for  slavery  was  to  spread  it  over  as  great  an  extent  of  country 
as  possible.    Even  Mr.  Jefferson,  who  had  so  long  been  deemed  the 
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apostle  of  American  liberty,  perbaps  through  seniEtj,  became  alarmed 
lest  this  contest  on  behalf  of  freedom  might  endanger  the-perpetaity  of 
the  Union.  A  letter  from  him  to  that  effect  was  rer^  on  the  floor  of 
Congress  daring  the  debate.  It  may  also  be  cited  as  a  remarkable  fact 
that  among  all  the  southern  members  of  Congress  who  professed  great 
devotion  to  freedom,  not  one  dared  Tote  in  its  faror  on  this  important 
question. 

The  contest  had  been  one  of  principle,  but  the  division  on  the  part  of 
the  South  had  been  strictly  sectional,  as  no  slareholding  member  had 
voted  with  the  North,  while  several  northern  members  in  each  House 
had  voted  with  the  South.  Tet,  with  an  inconsistency  peculiar  to  the 
southern  character,  they  arrogantly  charged  those  of  the  North  with 
getting  up  a  "  sedioTud  issue/' 

Encouraged  by  success  on  the  Missouri  question,  southern  .^^^ 
members  at  once  demanded  further  protection  for  the  institution. 
A  vessel  had  landed  in  South  Carolina  with  a  small  number  of  slaves 
imported  from  one  of  the  West  India  islands.  By  existing  laws  the 
ship  and  cargo  were  forfeited.  They  were  seized,  and  the  captain 
arrested.  The  people  of  that  State  memorialized  Congress  to  pass  a  law 
to  exempt  the  ship,  cargo,  and  slaves  fix)m  confiscation,  and  the  captain 
and  crew  from  punishment 

Some  northern  members  strongly  objected  to  this  mode  of  legislating 
in  behalf  of  men  who  had  violated  the  penal  laws  of  the  country  ;  but 
-the  bill  passed  the  House  of  Representatives  by  a  vote  of  85  to  T8,  and 
the  Senate  sustained  the  action  of  the  House,  but  left  no  record  of  the 
number  or  names  of  the  Senators  who  voted  for  the  measure. 

But  while  both  Houses  of  Congress  showed  themselves  thus  subser- 
vient to  the  dictates  of  the  slave  power,  a  bill  for  projecting  the  com- 
merce  of  the  TJdted  States  being  before  the  House  of  Representatives, 
Hr.  Mercer,  of  Yirginia,  proposed  an  amendment,  declaring  the  seizure, 
or  capture,  or  bringing  any  negro  or  mulatto  into  the  United  States, 
should  be  r^arded  as  jirtLey^  jwdshabk  with  death. 

The  slave  trade  was  r^^arded  by  the  Christian  world  as  barbarous  and 
heathenish,  and  southern  meidbers  were  unwilling  to  be  placed  in  the 
position  of  sustaining  or  encoura^g  it,  particularly  as  no  law  had 
proven  effective  against  it,  or  was  VktXj  to  abolish  it  so  long  as  the 
public  officers  and  people  of  the  slave  States  lent  it  a  tadt  support  by 
purchasing  the  slaves  brought  to  them,  and  refused  to  punish  those  who 
supplied  them  with  laborers ;  and  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Mercer  passed 
almost  without  opposition.  Thus,  the  same  Congress  which  stamped  the 
purchase  and  enslavement  of  men  in  Africa  as  the  most  odious  of  crimes. 
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sanctioned  and  approved  Ihe  same  felonioius  acts  when  committed  in  the 
West  India  Islands  or  in  Missouri. 

The  President  transmitted  a  message  and  documents  to  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress,  showing  that  both  African  and  West  Indian  slavefl 
were  constantlj  carried  through  Amelia  Island,  and  other  parts  of 
Florida  and  the  Indian  country,  to  Georgia,  South  OaroUna^  BOssisappi 
and  Louisiana  ;  that  the  people  of  those  States  were  in  the  prac^ce  of 
obtaining  slaves  in  this  way  notwithstanding  the  laws  which  prohibited 
the  traffic. 

Upon  the  receipt  of  this  intelligence,  a  joint  resolution  was  introduced 
in  the  House  of  Representatives,  requesting  the  President  to  enta;*  into 
arrangements  with  other  Christian  nations  for  suppressing  this  commerce 
in  mankind.  The  resolution  passed  that  body  by  a  large  majority  ;  but 
the  Senate,  unwillmg  to  strike  a  blow  so  fatal  to  the  slave  trade,  re- 
jected the  proposition. 

ly^j  During  the  vacation  of  Congress,  elections  were  held  in  most 
of  the  northern  States,  affording  the  people  a  legitimate  oppor- 
tunity to  express  their  views  in  regard  to  the  extension  of  slavery  into 
Missouri  Some  of  the  ablest  and  most  popular  men  of  the  free  States 
had  cast  their  votes  in  favor  of  permitting  the  people  of  Missouri  to  hold 
'  slaves,  to  wield  an  influence  in  the  future  elections  of  President  and 
Tice-President,  and  in  the  Government,  according  to  their  firee  popula- 
tion, the  same  ais  that  enjoyed  by  northern  men,  superadding  thereto 
three  votes  for  every  five  slaves  whom  they  might  hold  in  bondage. 
The  people  now  visited  their  displeasure  upon  the  men  who  had  thus 
humiliated  them.  Nearly  every  northern  member  of  Congress  who  had 
flavored  the  m^ure-was  rejected  by  the  people,  and  doomed  thence- 
forth to  private  life. 

At  the  reassembling  of  Congress,  Mr.  Clay,  Speaker  of  the  House  o* 
Representatives,  conscious  of  the  popular  feeling  in  the  free  States,  with 
a  high  and  honorable  delicacy,  resigned  his  office,  and  called  on  that 
body  to  elect  another  man  to  preside  over  their  deliberations. 

This  brought  the  action  of  Congress  on  the  Missouri  bill  to  another 
test  before  the  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives.  Hon.  John 
W.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  had  shown  himself  perhaps  the  most  decidedly 
opposed  to  slavery  in  Missouri  of  any  member  of  the  body,  at  least  his 
opposition  ha4  been  more  active,  and  northern  members  now  selected 
him  as  their  candidate. 

Hon.  W.  Lownds,  of  South  Carolina,  was  the  leading  candidate  of 
the  South.  He  was  a  man  of  high  moral  character,  of  great  experience, 
and  of  distinguished  ability.    Tet  he  could  not  command  the  united 
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support  of  the  slave  States.  The  northern  daye  States  were  more  coa. 
servatiye  than  South  Carolina,  and,  on  that  account,  Mr.  Smith,  of  Mary- 
land, was  sastained,  while  Pennsylyania,  a  border  free  State,  offered  Mr. 
Sergeant  as  their  favorite  candidate. 

The  contest  was  somewhat  protracted,  and  maintained  with  great 
determination.  On  the  serenteenth  ballot,  Mr.  Lownds'  rote  rose 
within  one  of  an  election  ;  but  northern  member^,  conscious  that  the 
eyes  of  their  constituents  were  upon  them,  now  stood  firm,  and,  on  the 
twenty-second  ballot,  Mr.  Taylor  was  elected. 

This  was  the  first  important  defeat  which  the  slave  power  had  met  since 
the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  and  northern  members  hailed  it  as  an 
indication  that  the  regime  of  slavery  in  Congress  was  drawing  to  a  close. 

The  President,  in  his  annual  message,  called  the  attention  of  Congress 
to  the  fact  that  all  laws  for  prohibiting  the  slave  trade  had  proven  fruit- 
less, and  that  the  traffic  in  the  bodies  of  the  unoffending  people  of  Africa 
was  yet  carried  on  to  an  alarmiug  extent  by  the  people  of  our  southern 
States.  The  message  was  respectfully  referred,  but  the  committee  inad« 
no  report  upon  that  portion  of  it. 

In  pursuaoce  of  the  law  passed  at  the  previous  session  of  Congress, 
the  people  of  Missouri  had  formed  a  constitution  and  State  govermnent, 
and  now  presented  their  memorial  asking  admission  to  the  Union.  But 
assuming  the  doctrine  proclaimed  by  the  Legislature  of  "Virginia  to  be 
correct,  that  Congress  had  no  power  to  refuse  admission  to  a  new  State,, 
they  adopted  a  clause  requiring  the  Le^slature,  at  their  first  session, 
to  exclude  free  blacks  and  mulattoes  from  the  State,  although  tliis  class 
of  people  had,  in  a  majority  of  the  States,  voted  for  delegates  to  the 
convention  that  framed  the  federal  compact,  and  were  regarded  as 
^  citizens,''  and  not  only  exercised  the  elective  franchise,  but,  by  the  Con- 
stitation  of  the  tlnited  States,  were  entitled  to  the  privileges  and  immu- 
nities of  "  citizens  of  the  several  States."  The  memorial  and  constitution 
were  referred  by  the  Senate  to  a  select  committee,  who  reported  a  reso- 
lution admitting  Missouri  as  a  State  without  reference  to  this  clause  in 
her  constitution. 

On  this  resolution  an  interesting  debate  arose.  Southern  men  denied 
that  colored  men  were  "citizeiis,"  insisting  that  none  were  such  ex- 
cept those  who  were  entitled  to  vote-and  hold  office.  They  also  sneered 
at  those  northern  members  who  called  colored  people  "  citizens."  To 
which  northern  members  replied,  that  in  no  State  were  minors  or  females 
allowed  to  vote,  yet  m  all  the  States  they  were  held  to  be  ''  citizens  f 
and,  as  to  color,  our  fathers  had  looked  upon  colored  men  as  good  and 
worthy  soldiers  and  sailors  during  the  BevolutioUy  that  they  died  freely 
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in  order  to  gain  our  independence,  had  roted  in  a  large  majority  of  the 
States  at  the  cloie  of  the  war,  and  were  entitle^  to  enjoy  life,  liberty, 
and  property,  as  guaranteed  by  the  Gonstitation,  whether  they  were  in 
V^ew  England  or  Missouri. 

Soathem  members  then  had  recourse  to  threats  for  dissolving  the 
Union,  in  order  to  intimidate  northern  members.  This  proyed  effectiye; 
the  resolution  was  adopted  by  a  vote  of  26  to  18.  Messrs.  Chandltf 
and  Hoknes,  of  Maine ;  Parrot,  of  New  Hampshire ;  Edwards  and 
Thomas,  of  Illinois,  and  Taylor,  of  Indiana,  voting  with  the  slaye- 
holders. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  the  subject  was  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee, of  which  Mr.  Lownds,  of  South  Carolina,  was  chairman.  He 
reported  apologetically  in  favor  of  admitting  Missouri  with  the  constitn- 
tion  which  her  people  had  adopted,  leaving  the  question  of  conflict 
between  the  Federal  Constitution  and  that  of  Missouri  to  be  determined 
by  the  judiciary. 

Mr.  Sargeant,  of  Pennsylvania,  a  young  but  talented  member,  now  be- 
came the  leading  speaker  against  the  resolution  for  admitting  Missouri. 
He  insisted  that  every  member  of  Congress  was  bound  by  oath  to  sup- 
port the  Federal  Constitution;  that  this  duty  which  each  had  sworn  to 
perform  for  himself  could  not  be  cast  upon  the  Supreme  Court;  that  Mis- 
souri could  only  ask  admission  to  the  Union  when  she  presented  a  consti- 
tution which  accorded  with  that  of  the  United  States;  that  the  Federal 
Constitution  had  guaranteed  'life,  liberty,  and  property  to  all  under  its 
exclusive  jurisdiction.  That  jurisdiction  was  yet  retained  by  Congress,  and 
they  ought  never  to  yield  it  to  any  people  who  by  constitutional  or  legiS' 
lative  enactment  would  exclude  the  dtizens  of  the  States  now  asked  to 
admit  them  to  the  common  sisterhood. 

Southern  members  became  irritated.  They  saw  clearly  that  the  sta- 
bility of  slavery  depended  on  maintaining  the  doctrine  that  Africans  did 
not  belong  to  the  human  family,  that  they  were  property. 

The  debate  occupied  six  days  and  closed  by  an  emphatic  rejection  of 
the  proposition  to  admit  Missouri,  the  vote  standing  93  to  19.  Messn. 
Baldwin,  of  Pennsylvania;  Bloomfield  and  Smith,  of  New  Jersey;  and 
Meigs,  of  New  York,  being  the  only  members  from  the  free  States  who 
voted  with  the  slaveholders.  All  other  northern  members  who  voted 
with  the  South  during  the  previous  session,  now  changed  position  and 
voted  with  the  free  States. 

The  result  was  unexpected  by  the  advocates  of  slavery.    Mr.  Lownds/ 
with  much  apparent  feeling,  remarked  that  he  respected  the  opinion  of 
the  majority  and  felt  bound  by  it.    Members  appeared  to  feel  that  the 
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flceptre  of  politica]  power  for  the  time  being  had  departed  from  southern 
hands,  and  was  in  fact  wielded  bj  the  North. 

On  the  following  day,  Mr.  Archer,  of  Yirginia,  with  great  apparent 
solemnitj,  moyed  a  resolntion  directing  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  to 
inquire  whether  there  were  any  laws  in  force  in  Missouri  ?  He  spoke 
warmly  and  somewhat  arrogantly  in  &yor  of  adopting  this  resolution; 
and  Mr.  Sargeant  promptly  replied  to  his  argument,  and  the  resolution 
was  laid  on  the  table  by  a  vote  of  91  to  58. 

An  incident  now  occurred  in  the  course  of  proceeding  which  well  illus- 
trates the  strategy  of  southern  statesmen.  Some  memorials  relatire  to 
the  public  lands  were  presented  to  the  House  from  the  people  of  Mis- 
souri. The  clerk,  in  entering  them  upon  the  journal,  referred  to  them  as 
''  memorials  from  the  State  of  TUBssowiP  The  Speaker,  on  examining  the 
journal,  noticed  the  error,  and  as  was  his  oiBcial  duty,  corrected  it  by 
atriking  out  the  words  "  State  of,''  leaving  the  memorials  described  as  com- 
ing from  "  Missouri,"  without  designating  it  as  a  State,  or  as  a  territory. 

To  this  action  of  the  Speaker  southern  members  took  exceptions,  as 
though  it  were  a  matter  of  importance;  charged  him  with  improper  con- 
duct, and  spoke  of  the  South  refusing  to  submit  to  such 'despotism.  They 
moTed  to  amend  the  journal  by  restoring  the  words  stricken  out;  and  the 
House  being  equally  divided,  the  Speaker,  as  an  evidence  of  his  sincerity, 
and  under  the  conviction  that  the  journal  could  have  no  particular  effect 
one  way  or  the  other,  gave  the  casting  vote  in  favor  of  the  motion.  But 
this  did  not  affect  the  pr<»ninent  and  humiliating  fact,  that  the  end  of 
slaveholding  control  appeared  to  have  come.  Southern  men  had  contended 
for  the  principle,  that  a  new  State  demanding  admission  must  be  re- 
ceived into  fellowship  by  the  older  States,  whatever  may  be  the  charac- 
ter of  their  constitutions.  This  doctrine  had  met  with  an  unmitigated 
negation  in  the  House. 

Mr.  Clay  had  arrived  at  Washington  and  taken  his  seat  On  his  mo- 
tion, the  joint  resolution  of  the  Senate  was  taken  up  by  the  House  for 
consideration,  and  his  utmost  efforts  were  put  forth  in  favor  of  its  adop- 
^on.  In  this  he  was  sustained  by  the  ablest  speakers  of  the  South.  The 
resolution  was  finally  referred  to  a  committee  of  thirteen  members,  of 
which  Mr.  Clay  was  chairman. 

Their  report  was  drawn  and  presented  by  Mr.  Glay.  It  referred  to 
the  unfortunate  difference  of  opinion  which  existed  among  the  members; 
spoke  gloomily  of  the  dangers  which  might  result  from  a  failure  of  the 
two  Houses  to  unite,  and  then  recommended  the  admission  of  Missouri 
upon  condition  that  her  Legislature  should  pass  no  laws  excluding  the  d- 
tisens  of  the  United  States  from  her  territory. 
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'  It  18  not  for  the  histman  to  critid0e  tlie  .poUtioal  acts  of  an j  individ- 
nal,  but  it  can  scarcely  be  snppoeed  that  Mr.  Guj  or  the  meinbos  of  that 
ooDUBittee  believed  sach  condition  would  hare  any  effect  upon  the  4M3tion 
of  the  Legislatore  of  Ifksoiiri  after  her  admission.'*' 

Bat  the  proposition  was  promptly  met,  ejq)08ed  and  voted  down^  fad 
the  resolution  of  the  Senate  rejed^  by  83  tp  80. 

On  the  following  day  Mr.  livermore,  of  New  Hampshire,  moved  are* 
consideration  of  tins  vote,  and  this  motion  after  a  very  earnest  deliate  was 
agreed  to,  and  debate  was  resomed  i^mmi  the  merits  oCthe  Senate's  reso- 
lution. 

Sonthem  members  now  spcke  of  the  portentous  conseqiiences  of  reject- 
ing Missouri;  said  it  would  have  the  necessary  effect  of  separatiog  the 
South  from  the  North,  and  the  Uni<»i,  established  at  such  vast  ezpenss 
of  blood  and  treasure,  must  be  dissolved.  But  most  of  the  n<»ihem 
members  appear  to  have  remamed  unmoved  by  these  appeals  to  their 
moral  cowardice  ;  and  the  Senate's  resolution  was  nj{ected  by  a 
vote  of  88  to  88,  and  the  subject,  according  to  all  parliameatary 
law  and  the  usages  ai  Congress,  was  disposed  of  for  the  session.  Bat 
1881  1  ^^'  ^^^^^1  ^^  Kentucky,  offered  a  resolution  directing  the  judi* 
Veb.  St  J  eiary  committee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing  the 
act  passed  at  the  previous  session  of  Congress  authorizing  Missouri  to 
form  a  State  government.  The  resolution  was  promptly  rejected ;  and 
Mr.  Clark,  of  New  York,  off^ed  another  declaring  that  so  soon  as 
Missouri  should  form  a  constitution  in  accordance  with  that  of  the  ITnhed 
States,  Congress  would  admit  her  to  the  Union.  This  was  also  rejected, 
f  ^  is.]  ^^'  ^^7  ^^^^  '"^^  ^^"^^  forward,  with  a  determination  of  pur- 
pose which  many  regarded  as  praiseworthy,  while  others  o(»- 
denmed  it  as  an  unworthy  effort  to  extend  slavery,  fie  now  proposed  to 
raise  a  joint  committee  of  the  two  Houses  for  the  purpose  of  preseothig 
some  plan  for  settling  the  contaroveroy  in  regard  to  the  admission  <tf  Mia- 
soiurL  His  proposition  was  sustained;  the  resolution  was  adopted,  and 
a  committee  of  thirteen  on  the  part  of  the  House  was  appointed, 
y^  ^^  From  this  committee  Mr.  Clay,  the  chairman,  reported  a  reso- 
lution declaring  that  Missouri  should  thereaft^  be  admitted  to 
the  sisterhood  of  States  upon  the  proclamation  of  the  President,  when- 
ever her  legislator  should  officially  pledge  the  State  never  to  pass  imy  law 
deluding  citizens  of  the  United  States  from  her  territory. 

On  this  report  there  was  little  debate,  all  appurently  feeling  that  .the 

*  It  ta  within  fbi  personal  knowledge  of  the  writer  that  Mr.  Olaj  In  subsequent  life  spoke  of  thli 
rcpcrt  as  having  been  made  merely  to  afford  an  excuse  for  northern  members  to  Yote  for  the  admli* 
sioa  of  MlsMOci,  and  with  no  Idea  that  the  cohdttton  would  be  obllgatoir  on  the  Slate  If  •daltl«d. 
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aignment  bad  been  preyioadj  exbansted,  and  witb  mncb  apparent  solem- 
nity the  Tote  was  tfJcen  and  showed  86  in  the  affirmative  and  82  in  the 
n^iatiTe.  Messrs.  Baldwin,  Samuel  Moore  and  Rogers,  of  Pennsylra- 
nia ;  Bateman,  Bloomfield  and  Smith,  of  New  Jersey  ;  Clark,  Ford, 
Hackley,  Meigs  and  Storrs,  of  New  York  ;  Stevens,  of  Connecticut ; 
Eddy,  of  Rhode  Island;  Hill  and  Shaw,  of  Massachusetts,  voting  with 
the  slaveholders,  while  Messrs.  Clifton,  of  New  Hampshire;  Cushman,  of 
Massachusetts  ;  Hazzard,  of  Rhode  Island;  Crafts,  of  Vermont;  and 
Tompkins,  of  New  York,  dH  not  voU. 

Every  member  from  the  slave  States  voted  for  the  resolution,  assisted 
by  the  fifteen  members  mentioned  from  the  free  States.  With  theur  as- 
sistance the  resolution  was  carried  by  four  majority,  while  five  oth^ 
members  from  the  free  States  «at  with  folded  arms  looking  upon  the 
mighty  contest  as  though  they  owed  no  duty  to  either  freedom  or  slavery. 

Yet  this  contest  in  regard  to  Missouri  was  maintained  with  mor« 
fimmessby  northern  members  than  had  characterized  their  action  at  the 
former  session.  It  was,  however,  r^arded  by  intelligent  men  as  an  uxh 
worthy  surrender  of  the  Constitution  to  the  supposed  interests  of  slavery. 
And  while  the  odium  was  concentrated  upon  the  individuals  who,  repre- 
Bonting  constituencies  in  the  free  States,  had  lent  their  votes  and  inflo- 
enee  to  the  triumphs  of  sUtvery,  the  hatred  of  slaveholding  domination 
now  took  a  stronger  hold  upon  the  northern  mind,  and  struck  deeper 
into  the  hearts  of  the  people,  from  which  it  was  never  subsequently  eradi* 
cated.* 

Before  the  at^oumment  of  Congress,  Mr.  Meigs,  of  New  York,  as  if 
in  some  d^ree  to  atone  for  his  perskstent  vote  in  favor  of  slavery,  offered 
a  resoU&tion  appropriating  five  hundred  millions  acres  of  land  as  a  fund 
for  the  purpose  of  abolishing  slavery,  as  he  said,  in  order  to  end  the  coib 
troveny  between  slavery  and  freedom.  He  spoke  in  favor  of  his  propo- 
sition, and  was  listened  to  respectfully  ;  but,  as  though  members  appie* 
ciated  his  unenviable  position,  nearly  one  half  of  their  number  refused  to 
vote  on  his  proposition,  which  was  kid  on  the  table  without  further  debate. 

This  was  the  last  action  of  the  sixteenth  Congress  up<m  the  subject  of 
slavery.  This  triumph  of  the  supporters  of  African  bondage,  inspired 
them  with  a  confidence  which  octbseqpiently  increased  by  further  surren* 
ders,  until  it  ripened  into  arrogance,  and  finally  cuhninated  in  .attempts 
to  ezerdse  an  unrelenting  despotism. 


»  VUsrtiiMtfk  Is  bM«d  upon  the  iflatfnotr— oltooHdii  of  tbe  fttiaior,  irho  wm  at  ttM  tli 
law,  and,  with  other  Inmates  of  the  office,  kept  a  close  watch  of  coDgreeskmal  proceedlngi,  and  felt 
deeply  mortlfled  at  this  betrayal  of  freedom  by  northern  members,  and  tbe  conviction  that  slavefy 
and  Itracdom  eeald  never  be  encouraged  and  upheld  by  the  mbo  goverameat  at  the  laaie  tima 
nerer  fobeeqaent^  Mi  his  mind. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

THE  UtROOAKCC  OF  THE  SLAVE  POWEB — ITS  FRAUDS  AND  IMPOBTANT  DEFEAT. 

1821 1  -^^  ^^^  opening  of  the  seventeenth  Congress  it  was  qnite  ap- 
»•«•  ^  J  parent  that  a  deep  feeling  existed  in  favor  of  slavery  on  one  hand 
and  against  it  on  the  other.  The  members  from  the  free  States  who 
in  the  previous  Congress  had  voted  and  acted  with  the  slaveholders  had 
been  discarded  by  their  constitnents.  Two  only  of  their  whole  number 
continued  to  hold  seats  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  these  were 
regarded  as  "  spared  monuments''  of  the  people's  mercy.  Mr.  Baldwin, 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  Mr.  Eddy,  of  Rhode  Island,  had  been  returned  as 
members  of  the  present  House  of  Representatives,  although  they  had 
steadily  voted  for  slavery. 

The  controversy  which  had  characterized  the  former  Congress  was  re- 
newed at  the  commencement  of  the  present  on  the  election  of  Speaker. 
Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  had  been  an  able  and  uncompromising  oppo- 
nent of  slavery  extension,  and  had  served  as  Speaker  during  the  last  ses* 
sion  of  the  previous  Congress,  and  was  now  presented  as  the  candidate 
of  the  advocates  of  liberty. 

The  South  had  felt  no  little  mortification  at  the  previous  election  of 
Mr.  Taylor,  They  appeared  fully  conscious  that  to  maintain  their  polit- 
ical ascendency  they  must  designate  the  higher  officers  of  Oovemment, 
who  should  be  elected  under  their  apparent  patronage.  A  majority  of 
members  from  the  slave  States  united  upon  CsBsar  A.  Rodney,  of  Dela- 
ware, as  their  candidate. 

But  Yir^nia  had  been  accustomed  to  control  the  nomination  of  offi- 
cers. She  had  given  to  the  United  States  four  of  the  five  Presidents, 
and  while  the  members  from  slave  States  aspired  to  control  the  nation, 
Yirginia  felt  it  one  of  her  prerogatives  to  control  those  members.  Her 
delegation  were  not  satisfied  with  Mr.  Rodney,  and  would  not  assist  in 
his  election.  -There  were  seven  ballots  cast  on  the  first  day,  and  the 
highest  number  which  Mr.  Rodney  recdved  was  sixty-seven,  which  was 
given  on  the  fifth  ballot ;  but  his  vote  fell  to  fifty-nine  oa  the  twelfth 
ballot,  when  the  House  adjourned.  During  these  ballotings  Mr.  Tay< 
tor's  vote  had  risen  regularly  from  sixty,  given  on  the  first,  to  seventy- 
seven,  which  constituted  his  strength  on  the  last  ballot  of  the  day. 


Td&  SLATS  POmCB  TSIUXPHABT*  75 

On  that  erening  a  majority  of  soathern  members  concluded  to  vote  for 
Mr.  Barbonr,  of  Yirginia,  who  now  became  the  soathern  candidate,  and 
was  elected  on  the  twelfth  ballot,  by  eighty-eight  votes,  being  a  majority 
of  the  whole  number  cast. 

With  a  slaveholding  President  and  a  majority  of  slareholders  in  the 
Cabinet  and  in  the  Supreme  Court,  and  a  slaveholding  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Bepresentatives,  the  devotees  of  oppression  grasped  the  sceptre 
of  power  with  a  firmer  hand  than  before,  and  bade  defiance  to  any  at- 
tempt that  might  be  made  in  favor  of  the  ''  self-evident  truths"  on  which 
our  republican  edifice  had  been  reared. 

Notwithstanding  the  ill  feelings  engendered  by  the  admission  of  Mis- 
Bouri  with  a  constitution  opposed  to  the  vital  doctrines  of  the  Federal 
compact,  the  President,  in  his  annual  message,  congratulated  the 
people  upon  the  union  and  harmony  that  prevailed  in  Congress 
and  throughout  the  country.  He  referred  to  the  precedent  which  had 
been  set  by  their  predecessors,  agreeably  to  the  doctrine  then  and  for 
many  years  sedulously  inculcated  by  southern  politicians,  that  whatever 
Congress  might  do,  its  action  was  to  be  regarded  by  subsequent  generic 
tions  as  coTTtd  and,  binding  upon  all  who  should  thereafter  wield  the  power 
of  Government,  He  went  further,  and  imputed  the  doVnfall  of  other 
governments  to  established  orders  of  nobility,  instead  of  a  departure  from 
the  dictates  of  pure  and  impartial  justice,  apparently  unconscious  that  in 
our  own  nation  we  cherished  a  despotism  which  must  fall  before  the 
advance  of  Christian  civilization. 

The  President,  unconscious  of  inconsistency,  called  attention  to  the 
Ulicit'commerce  in  slaves,  carried  on  with  the  people  of  our  southern 
States.  Petitions  from  various  free  States,  asking  Congress  to  take 
efficient  measures  to  abolish  this  traffic,  were  also  presented  to  both 
Houses  of  Congress.  The  message  and  memorials  were  referred  to  a 
select  committee,  who  made  a  frank  and  candid  report,  stating  that  the 
law  declaring  the  slave  trade  to  be  piracy  had  exerted  a  salutary  influ- 
ence in  diminishing  the  horrors  of  that  crime  which  so  deeply  affected  the 
character  of  our  nation  ;  but  added,  that  it  still  continued  to  a  fearful 
extent,  and  that  no  one  nation,  acting  independently,  could  abolish  the 
slave  trade.  They,  therefore,  reported  a  joint  resolution  authorizing 
the  President  .to  enter  into  arrangements  with  other  powers  for  the  final 
extinction  of  that  scourge  of  mankind. 

Mr.  Poinsett,  of  South  Carolina,  being  a  member  of  the  committee^ 
made  a  minority  report,  declaring  that  the  report  of  the  majority  **  wat 
fraught  with  danger  to  the  best  interests  of  the  country J^  South  Carolina, 
in  the  convention  which  framed  the  Federal  Constitution,  supported  the 
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dftye  trade,  and  at  no  time  isiiioo  that  period  had  her  peopk  giren 
eyideDce  of  their  opposition  to  it.  Indeed,  as  has  been  noticed,  her 
statesmen  denied  the  right  of  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  to 
nse  their  combined  efforts  to  abolish  it,  declaring  that  goyemments  w«re 
under  no  obligation  to  observe  the  laws  of  justice  towards  the  people 
of  other  nations.  In  maintaining  this  moral  and  political  infidelitj, 
Sonth  Carolina  still  supported  her  consistency. 

It  may  illustrate  the  barbarism  of  th&t  age  as  well  as  of  South  Caro- 
lina to  say  farther,  that  the  committee  stated  that  the  number  of  slaves 
imported  into  our  southern  States  was  annually  thirteen  thousand,  even 
while  our  laws  declared  such  importation  piracy  and  punishable  with 
death.  That  from  two  pomts  on  the  African  coast,  two  hundred  and  . 
fifty  cargoes  of  slaves  were  annually  exp<Mrted  to  the  American  continent 
Tet  such  was  the  moral  paralysis  resting  on  the  public  mind  that  the 
very  men  who  purchased  these  slaves,  and  encouraged  and  made  them- 
selves accessory  to  these  piracies,  were  regarded  as  worthy  citizens  of  a 
free  government. 

But  the  resolution  authorizing  the  President  to  make  arrangements 
with  other  governments  for  the  final  abolition  of  the  slave  trade,  passed 
the  House  of  Representatives,  only  nine  votes  being  cast  agamst  its 
adoption. 

jjjj^j  On  the  day  following,  Mr.  Wright,  of  Maryland,  presented 
resolutions  from  the  Legislature  of  that  State,  complaining  that 
the  people  of  Pennsylvania  afforded  aid  and  protection  to  the  fugitive 
slaves  of  their  State,  and  asked  the  protection  of  Congress  against 
such  practices.  The  resolutions  were  referred  to  the  committee  on  the 
judiciary. 

But  the  next  morning  Mr.  Wright  presented  a  resolution  referring 
the  subject  to  a  select  committee,  and  in  debating  this  resolution 
Mr.  Wright  assailed  the  Quakers  and  other  philanthropists  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, for  aiding  slaves  to  obtain  their  freedom,  and  declared  that  unlesg 
Congress  would  act  on  the  subject,  "  Maryland  would  take  up  arms  for 
protecting  her  institutions/*  These  resolutions  were  also  referred  to  the 
committee  on  the  judiciary. 

Thus  while  the  slave  States  were  piratically  importing  thirteen  thou- 
sand slaves  annually,  for  which,  by  the  laws  of«our  Government,  and  the. 
general  sense  of  the  civilized  world,  they  deserved  death,  they  arro- 
gantiy  called  on  Congress  to  protect  them  in  holding  in  bondage 
the  slaves  thus  imported,  and  the  committee  reported  a  bill  in  favor 
of  the  capture  and  return  of  fugitive  slaves  much  more  stringent  in  ite 
provisions  than  the  law  then  in  force.    But  when  it  came  up  for  con* 
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mderation,  ncrtbeni  members  objected  to  its  passage,  for  the  reason  that 
it  suspended  the  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus,  and  in  its  whole  framework  was 
calculated  to  encourage  and  favor  the  kidnapping  of  free  colored  per- 
sons. The  bill  was  recommitted  to  a  select  committee,  who  again 
reported  it  to  the  House  ;  and  on  farther  debate,  the  real  dlfficultj 
in  our  Qovempient  was  clearly  developed  to  public  view.  Slajreholders 
from  the  South  boldlj  demanded  proieciion  for  ihdr  slaves;  while 
the  advocates  of  liberty  from  the  North  were  equally  determined  m  their 
demands  for  protection  to  colored  freemen  against  southern  kidnappers. 
Members  now  learned  that  every  provision  for  the  capture  and  enslave- 
ment of  fugitives  endangered  the  liberty  of  the  free  colored  population  ; 
and  that  every  act  in  favor  of  securing  liberty  to  the  free  colored  people 
operated  to  favor  the  escape  of  fugitive  bondmen.  And  the  bill  was 
laid  on  the  table,  and  no  more  brought  before  the  House  for  con- 
sideration. 

The  Spanish  American  colonies  were  still  striving  for  their  inde- 
pendence. One  general  and  universal  feeling  of  hostility  to  slavery 
seemed  to  pervade  their  people,  who  had  themselves  labored  under  a 
despotism  scfmewhat  allied  to  slavery.  The  acknowledgment  of  their 
independence  was  now  proposed,  as  it  was  asserted  that  the  sympathy 
of  the  people  of  the  United  States  must  be  with  them.  But  southern 
statesmen  proposed  delay,  suggested  doubts.  They  argued  that  the 
revolution  might  extend  to  Cuba,  which  was  so  near  to  our  slave  States 
as  to  forbid  that  our  Oovemment  should  permit  the  slavery  of  that 
island  to  be  aboUshed  ;  and  necessity  would  compel  us  to  prevent  such 
a  disaster  by  engaging  in  war  ;  or  we  must  permit  that  beautiful  island 
to  pass  into  the  possession  of  England. 

The  final  ratification  of  the  treaty  by  which  Spain  ceded  the  Floridas 
to  the  United  States  constituted  one  of  the  important  incidents  in  the 
regime  of  slavery  during  the  year  1821. 

Throughout  the  slaveholding  portion  of  the  Union  it  was  well  known 
that*the  ^^ Maroons^  or  "fugitive  slaves"  who  had  so  long  resided  in 
the  wilds  of  Florida  that  no  witnesses  could  identify  them,  were  exerting 
a  deleterious  influence  on  the  slaves  of  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Ala- 
bama, Mississippi,  and  Louisiana.  The  bondsmen  of  these  States  as  well 
as  those  of  Florida  were  leaving  their  masters  and  seeking  an  asylum 
with  their  friends  who  had  long  been  resident  in  the  territory. 
.  The  destruction  of  Blount's  Fort  in  1816,  and  the  War  of  1818,  had 
reiilly  effected  nothing  but  to  constrain  the. exiles  to  retire  further  to  the 
intirior  of  the  country.  And  the  purchase  of  the  territory  was  urged 
by  the  peopHe  of  the  surrounding  States,  in  order  to  save  them  from  the 


78  MABOOHB  OF   nX>BIZ>A. 

constant  annoyance  to  which  thej  were  sabjeeted  bj  the  loss  of  fuj^ve 
bondmen. 

188S.1  Soon  as  the  Floridas  came  into  our  possession,  the  qnesUon  arose 
in  the  minds  of  the  Piiesident  and  his  Cabinet,  as  to  the  disposal 
of  these  people.  They  were  supposed  to  be  ftigitiyes,  or  the  descendants 
of  fagitiye  sLares.  Bat  most  of  them  had  resided  there  from  their  birth — 
indeed,  tliree  or  four  generations  had  passed  away  since  their  ancestors 
had  fled  from  South  Caroliniet,  and  it  were  now  impossible  to  identiff 
any  one  as  a  slave,  or  as  the  descendant  of  a  slave.  Moreover,  the 
Spanish  crown  had  recognized  them  as  citizens ;  had  granted  them  lands 
and  treated  them  as  subjects ;  and  their  rights  were  protected  by  the 
treaty  in  the  same  manner  and  to  the  same  extent  that  the  rights  of  the 
white  people  of  the  territory  were  protected  ;  and  by  no  rule  of  inter- 
national law  could  our  Oovemment  treat  them  otherwise  than  they 
treated  the  white  inhabitants.  Yet  they  had  harbored  the  slaves  o^ 
Georgia,  Mississippi,  and  South  Carolina,  and  in  all  probability  would 
continue  to  do  so.  The  President,  therefore,  called  on  Mr.  Panniers, 
sab-agent  for  the  Florida  Indians,  for  his  opinion  as  to  the  disposition  to 
be  made  of  these  people.    He  replied  in  the  following  language  : 

'*  It  will  be  difficult  (says  he)  to  form  a  prudent  determination  with 
respect  to  the  maroon  negroes  who  live  among  the  Indians  on  the  other 
side  of  the  little  mountain  of  Latchione.  They  fear  being  again  made 
slaves  by  the  American  Oovemment,  and  will  omit  nothing  to  increase 
or  keep  alive  mistrust  among  the  Indians,  whom  they  in  fact  govern.  If 
it  should  become  necessary  to  ^se  force  with  them,  it  is  feared  the  In- 
dians will  take  their  part.  It  will,  however,  be  necessary  to  remove 
from  the  Floridas  this  group  of  freebooters,  among  whom  runaway 
negroes  will  always  find  a  refuge.  It  will,  perhaps,  be  possible  to  have 
them  received  at  St.  Domingo,  or  to  furnish  them  the  means  of  with- 
drawing from  the  United  States." 

It  had  long  been  the  evident  intention  of  the  people  of  Oeorgla  to 
reSnslave  them.  Indeed,  as  the  reader  has  been  informed,  she  once  sent 
an  army  to  effect  that  object,  and  had  insisted  upon  the  purchase  of 
Florida  solely  for  that  purpose  ;  but  when  the  subject  came  thus  before 
the  President,  that  high  official  hesitated,  and  consulted  Mr.  Panniers, 
whose  humanity  evidently  revolted  at  the  pf oposition  ;  but  he  so  far 
yielded  his  sense  of  justice  to  the  interests  of  slavery,  as  to  advise  their 
removal. 

General  Jackson  was  also  called  on  to  egress  his  opinion  on  the  sub- 
ject. He  had,  in  1816,  complied  with  the  wishes  of  the  people  of  Georgia; 
had  ordered  Blount's  Fort  to  be  destroyed^  and  the  fiigitive  slaves 


HABOOUrS  TO  BB  SBKOYIED.  79 

taken  back  to  their  masters.  Bat  he  had  found  them  ready  to  defend 
their  liberty  with  their  liyes.  He  had  fonght  with  them  at  Sawanee  ; 
had  witnessed  their  courage  and  daring  ;  had  seen  his  own  disciplined 
and  gallant  army  held  at  defiance,  and  his  men  fall  before  their  deadly 
fire  on  the  battle  field  ;  he  well  nnderstood  their  hatred  of  slavery ; 
and  he  answered  the  inquiry  propounded  to  him,  saying,  "These  rvn- 
^  away  slaves  spoken  of  by  Mr,  Fawniers  must  be  removed  from  the  Fhridas, 
or  scenes  of  murder  and  confusion  wUl  exist/'* 

This  advice  was  adopted  as  the  policy  of  the  administration.  In 
order  to  subserve  the  interests  of  slavery,  oar  treaty  with  Spain  was 
violated,  ahnost  as  soon  as  made,  the  rights  of  these  people  were  out* 
raged,  and  the  long  and  tedious  war  which  eventually  followed,  the 
vast  expenditure  of  blood  and  treasure  incurred  to  sustain  the  interests 
of  slavery  in  Florida  and  adjoining  States,  will  long  constitute  an  inter* 
esting  page  in  American  history. 

Early  in  the  first  session  of  the  eighteenlh  Congress,  resolur  .^^^ 
tions  were  adopted,  calling  on  the  President  for  information 
touching  any  arrangements  which  that  high  officer  had  made  with  other 
governments  for  suppressing  the  slave  trade.  In  response,  the  Executive 
transmitted  a  mass  of  documents,  which  were  committed  to  a  select  com* 
mittee,  who  reported  a  bill  to  carry  out  and  consummate  the  work  of 
abolishing  that  traffic  ;  but  it  was  neither  debated  nor  acted  upon. 

The  protection  of  the  people  of  Florida,  Georgia,  Alabama,  and 
Mississippi  against  constant  losses  by  the  exodus  of  slaves,  appears  to 
have  presented  the  most  absorbing  and  difficult  questions  for  the  consid- 
eration of  our  Government.  Thirty  years  had  now  elapsed  since  this 
burden  of  sustaining  slavery  was  assumed  by  Congress,  and  it  had  coi^ 
Btantly  become  more  and  more  onerous,  more  and  more  vexatious  and 
disgraceful ;  but  having  engaged  in  the  work,  the  Executive  dared  not 
hesitate  or  falter ;  and  to  carry  it  forward,  an  arrangement  with>4;he  * 
Florida  Indians  became  necessary. 

The  treaty  of  Camp  Moultrie  was  entered  into,  by  which  the  Indians 
agreed  to  remove  south  of  a  line  to  be  drawn  due  east  from  ''Tampa 
Bay."  This  greatly  contracted  their  possessions,  and  would  have 
brought  many  of  the  maroons  under  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  States,  but  the  "Seminole  Indians"  and  "Seminole  n^roes" 
bad  become  so  far  connected  by  association  and  intermarriage,  that  they 

*  It  wfl]  be  noticed  Uwt  the  word  **  maroom^^  need  Ij  Mr.  Pamilen,  wai  dlaeai^ed  hj  GenenU 
Jackson,  m  when  naed  In  Jamaica  it  referred  to  **yVM  negroet  of  the  monntaina,"  who  liad  ao  long 
BMintafaied  their  liberty  that  they  oonld  not  be  tdentUled  as  alaTea,  and  Oeneral  Jaokaon  prefierrcd 
to  call  the  florlda  naroona  **fugUi9§  etoMi;** 
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ooold  not  be  s^arated.  They  both  moyed  south,  according  to  treaty 
stipulation.  The  United  States,  in  consideration  of  this  remoyal, 
ooyenanted  "  to  restrain  and  prevent  all  white  persons  from  hunting, 
settling,  or  otherwise  intrading  upon  the  lands"  thus  set  apart  for  the 
Qse  of  the  Seminoles  :  and  the  Seminoles  also  stipulated  to  reium  suck 
fugikve  slaves  as  should  JUe  to  tkem, 

1S86]  -^^  ^^  opening  of  the  nineteenth  Congress,  the  President 
(John  Quincj  Adams),  in  his  aiumal  message,  called  the  atten- 
tion of  Congress  to  the  condition  of  Mezicd,  Central  America,  and 
Columbia.  These  goyemments  had  achieyed  their  independence,  and 
were  recognized  as  soyereign  powers.  The  President  stated  that 
thej  now  proposed  to  hold  a  Congress  of  Nations  at  Panama,  and 
had  inyited  our  Ooyemment  to  send  commissioners  to  meet  them,  and 
deliberate  on  such  subjects  as  would  be  consistent  with  our  mutual 
position,  and  calculated  to  adyance  the  interests  of  our  people.  He 
further  stated  that  he  had  aocq)ted  the  inyitation,  and  would,  in  due 
season,  transmit  to  the  Senate  the  names  of  three  commissioners  to 
represent  us  in  the  proposed  conference  ;  and  he  soon  after  sent  the 
names  of  John  Sargeant,  Willnan  B.  Rochester,  and  Richard  C. 
Anderson,  whom  he  nominated  to  the  Senate  for  confirmation  as  com- 
missioners. 

^^^.  The  debate  in  that  body  was  of  course  in  secret  session,  but 
the  injunction  of.  secresj  haying  been  removed,  we  find  that 
oeaselesB  yigilance  guarded  the  portals  of  slayerj.  Mr.  Adams  had 
neyer  possessed  the  confidence  of  slayehcMers,  and  this  proposition 
was  regarded  with  suspicion.  The  goyemments  referred  to  had  adopted 
the  primal  truths  enunciated  in  our  Declaration  of  Independence,  as  the 
yitaMzing  principles  on  which  they  founded  their  hopes  and  expectations^ 
and  southern  statesmen  feared  tiiat  the  independence  of  Hajti,  of  Porto 
'Rico,  and  of  Cuba,  might  come  under  consideration,  and  the  means  of 
freeing  them  from  foreign  rule  might  be  considered  in  the  proposed  Con- 
gress ;  and,  if  once  free  from  foreign  rule,  the  abolition  of  slavery  would 
follow,  and  the  moral  influence  of  liberty  in  those  islands  would  prove 
injurious  to  the  slave  interest  in  our  own  States. 

The  liberation  of  Cuban  slaves  was  dwounced  by  slaveholders  as  alto- 
gether destructive  to  the  slave  States,  and  the  man  who  could  coolly 
look  upon  emancipation  in  that  island,  they  asserted,  "  must  be  an  imces^ 
diary,  VkfanatiCf  and  traitor  to  our  instUutions."  Never  was  slavehold* 
ing  arrogance  more  offensively  displayed  than  in  this  debate.  It  was 
contended  that  the  independence  of  Cuba  was  not  to  be  thought  of, 
while  our  southern  States  should  see  fit  to  hold  slaves.    That  during  the 
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existence  of  the  institation  in  the  sonthem  States,  the  people  of  the 
other  members  of  the  Confederacy  most  conform  to  that  condition  of 
things.  Thej  now  nrged  that  the  commercial  interests  of  New  England 
and  New  York  had  been  surrendered,  in  order  that  southern  slaves  might 
be  protected  from  the  moral  influence  of  emancipation  in  Hayti,  and 
they  extolled  the  gracefulness  with  which  northern  men  had  surrendered 
the  interests  of  freedom  that  slavery  might  thrive.  But  they  charged 
the  South  American  States  with  holding  the  doctrine  that  **aU  men^ 
black  and  white,  were  endowed  with  an  tmprescriptibU  right  to  enjoy  life 
and  liberty,"  and  they  urged  that  we  could  not  hold  intercourse  with 
them,  without  in  some  degree  being  affected  by  their  doctrines.  These 
advocates  of  slavery  denounced  Wilberforce  and  Clarkson  and  other 
English  philanthropists  as  ''visionary  theorists/'  and  asserted  that 
English  statesmen  now  discarded  the  doctrines  of  human  rights  as  set 
forth  by  European  publicists.  They  asse^d  that  our  own  statesmen 
no  longer  held  the  doctrines  enunciated  in  our  Declaration  of  Independ- 
ence ;  and  assumed  that  northern  statesmen  now  acknowledged  the 
obligation  of  our  Government  to  sustain  slavery.  The  President,  Mr. 
Adams,  was  personally  assdled  and  bitterly  denounced.  Mr.  Clay,  then 
Secretary  of  State,  did  not  escape  reproof,  though  he  was  himself  a 
•taveholder.*  Mr.  Sargeant,  one  of  the  commissioners  nominated,  was 
declared  to  be  an  abolitionist,  who  had  manifested  his  hostility  to  slavery 
by  opposing  U$  existence  in  Missouri.  The  debate  continued  until  twelve 
o^dock  at  night,  when  the  vote  was  taken  on  approving  the  nominations 
of  Messrs.  Sargeant,  Rochester,  and  Anderson,  as  commissioners  to 
attend  the  Congress  of  Panama,  and  stood  28  in  the  affirmative  to  16 
in  the  negative.  Messrs.  Bentonf  and  Barton,  of  Missouri ;  Clayton 
•ad  Yandyke,  of  Delaware  ;  Johnson,  of  Kentucky  ;  Floyd  and  Smith, 
of  Maryland  ;  and  Bouligney,  of  Louisiana,  voting  with  Senators  firom 
the  free  States  ;  while  Messrs.  Holmes  and  Chandler,  of  Maine,  and 
Van  Bureu,  of  New  York,  voted  with  the  slaveholders. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  a  resolution  was  offered  calling  on 

•  It  was  the  MTerity  of  Mr.  Randolph*!  itiietii^  upon  the  penonal  and  political  oharaeter  ef 
■r.  day,  during  (his  debate,  which  called  forth  the  challenge  to  mmial  combat  which  took  plaee 
Wtireen  thoee  gentlemen  In  April,  i.d.  ISSd. 

t  It  la  a  aomewhat  thignlar  fact,  that  whOe  oar  Oongreeilonal  annab  dkow  Mr.  Benton  to  hare 
Ta4ed  In  fhror  of  the  conllnnatlon  of  the  three  commlsilonen,  he  repreaenU  himself  as  rottng 
■gainst  tliat  rnriinriUnn.  and  speaks  of  only  heo  coramlsalonen,  Messrs.  Sargeant  and  Andersoa 
VUU  **  Thirtif  Teara  in  the  Senate,**  page  8S,  voL  L  It  was  daring  this  debate  that  Mr.  Benton  fliet 
Mvwed  hla  own  conrlction  that  onr  Governmental  poU^  had  been  established  In  faror  of  the  slare 
iBleseai;  that  It  eoatd  not  and  onght  not  to  be  changed  or  altered  ;  a  conTlctlon  which  the  author 
had  siiisSB  to  know  oonttained  daring  his  Ittk  Indeed,  aaeompremlslDg  adherence  to  eartj  oonriO' 
llsaa  charaeteriaed  the  whole  life  of  that  statesman,  and  gare  direction  to  uil  hb  political « 
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tbe  EzQcatiYe  for  such  correqpondeace  as  maj  hafe  been  had  between 
oar  Government  and  the  Republics  of  Colombia^  Central  America,  and 
Mexico.  On  this  resolution  a  long  debate  arose.  But  while  southern 
representatives  exhibited  the  same  arrogant  spirit  which  had  been  mani- 
fested in  the  SenatCi  it  is  due  to  the  members  from  the  North  to  say 
that  the  rights  of  freemen,  the  doctrines  of  the  Constitution,  and 
the  interests  of  the  free  States,  were  bn  more  Mj  supported  thun  ui 
the  Senate. 

It  was  during  this  debate  that  Mr.  Miner,  of  Penn^lvaniay  made  his 
46but  in  the  House  of  Representatives.  He  offered  a  resolution  declav* 
ing  "  sympathy  with  those  republics,  inasmuch  as  they  had  adopted  tJk 
,€qual  rights  of  mankind  as  the  basis  of  their  several  orgamizationsj'*  Hon, 
Silas  Wood,  of  New  York,  also  ably  sustained  the  resolution  of  Mr. 
Miner,  which  was  rejected,  while  that  calling  for  the  oorre^ndenoe 
was  adopted  by  a  large  majority. 

The  subject  was  again  debated  in  the  House  of  Representatives  4^ 
the  bill  making  appropriations  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  mission,  and 
occupied  the  attention  of  that  body  some  three  weeks,  during  whic^ 
time  no  new  arguments  w^re  elicited  ;  yet  the  report  occupies  more  than 
120  pages  in  our  Congressional  documents.  In  this  debate  many  indi- 
viduals participated,  who  subsequently  became  distinguished  statesmen 
in  our  nation.  In  the  report  of  the  speeches  delivered  qu  that  subject  w^ 
have  some  of  the  finest  specimens  of  rhetoric,  and  the  best  illostrationf 
of  character,  to  be  met  with  in  our  Congreasional  archives.  Yet  thti 
contest  resulted  in  agreeing  to  the  proposed  mission,  with  no  othw 
advantages  arismg  from  it  than  a  further  development  of  the  arrogance 
and  policy  of  the  slave-power. 

^^ .  The  long-pending  controversy  between  our  Qovemme^t  and 
that  of  Great  Britain  respecting  deported  slaves,  or  those  colored 
persons  who  were  carried  from  the  United  States  at  the  termination  of 
the  War  of  1812,  was  brought  to  a  close  during  the  ye^  to  whidi 
we  are  referring.  By  the  award  of  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  the  Execu- 
tive obtained  more  than  $1,200,000  as  a  compensation  for  those 
persons  whose  slaves  were  carried  away  at  the  dose  of  that  war, 
while  no  indemnity  was  either  asked  or  obtained  for  those  persons  in 

•  Th0  Introdaollan  of  Odi  ntotoOai  ii  b«a«T«d  to  1mt«  ooi«Ute^4  tbe  Sn(  digOafli  pmiMMon 
ofTered  In  Congreas,  relteradng  the  nenUinent  In  (kvor  of  Hberty  which  inspired  the  patriote  ef  17?C 
Other  members  had  exprcned  Iheee  lentlmenti,  tnd  hid  (Iren  erldenoe  ef  haTtng  nhnrJAad  thw, 
but  none  hed  presented  propoelUone  decUitog  ttiew  maUanal.  Mr.  Uloer  mmj  inSj  bt  eald  to 
have  eomm^ne^d  the  woik  of  reformiog  ow  GoTemment  when  he  presented  this  resohrtlaa  > 
work  which  he  eonUnued  to  proieoote  while  heremalned  in  Cengrf  end  may  property  be  regodej 
u  leeding  in  the  greal  refamatton  whiob,  afWr  B»»ny  ntn  of  «trti»,  HmMj  leenltod  to  fttihig  lb* 
people  from  the  erlmee  of  stoTeiy. 
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our  northern  States  who  were  rendered  bankrupt  by  the  burning 
of  their  baildiDgs  and  their  goods  bj  the  enemy.  Nor  was  such  in- 
demnity demanded  for  those  whose  sons,  brothers,  or  fathers  had  beep 
dain  in  battle.  Indeed,  the  more  we  examine  the  records  of  that  day, 
the  more  clearly  do  we  see  that  slavery  was  held  by  those  in  power  to 
be  above,  and  to  be  sustained,  if  necessary,  at  the  expense  of  all  other 
interests. 

But,  as  if  to  test  the  forbearance  of  the  northern  people,  a  colored 
man,  named  Gilbert  Horton,  a  req)ectable  citizen  of  West  Chester 
County,  I^ew  York,  while  on  business  in  Washington  City,  demeaning 
himself  peacefully,  was  seized  and  imprisoned  under  pretence  that  he  was 
suspected  of  being  a  fugitive  slave.  Unable  at  the  moment  to  show  him- 
self a  freeman,  he  was  held  in  prison,  and  advertised  to  be  sold  in  pay- 
ment of  his  jaQ  fees — ^not  that  he  was  unable  to  pay  them  himself,  but 
because  the  laws  in  force  there  were  intended  to  enslave  all  colored  per- 
sons who  should  fail  to  prove  their  freedom  ;  and  this  law  was  sustained 
and  kept  in  force  by  Congress  at  the  dictation  of  slaveholders,  who  in- 
sisted that  the  interests  of  slavery  demanded  its  contmuance.  This 
.advertising  a  free  and  respectable  citizen  of  New  Tork  for  sale  as  a 
slave  at  our  national  metropolis,  uhder  and  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of 
Congress,  excited  great  indignation  among  the  people  of  that  State. 
Early  in  the  following  session,  Mr.  Ward,  in  the  House  of  Kepresentar 
tives,  presented  a  resolution  directing  the  Conmiittee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia  to  inqmre  whether  any  law  was  in  force  therein  authorizing 
the  imprisonment  and  sale  of  free  colored  citizens  of  the  United  States  f 

Mr.  Ward  declared  that  he  could  not  believe  any  law  had  existence, 
either  in  the  District  of  Columbia  or  in  any  State,  thus  violative  of  the 
Federal  Constitution.  He  had  supposed  that  the  fifth  amendment  of  the 
Constitution  meant  just  what  it  declared,  "  Thai  no  person  (black  or 
white)  should  be  deprived  of  life^  liberty^  or  property ,  vnthoui  due  process 
of  law,^  He  declared  that  such  a  law  in  the  District  of  Columbia  must 
reflect  upon  those  members  of  Congress  who  kept  it  in  force ;  and 
he  cautioned  southern  gentlemen  that  the  northern  people  could  hardly 
be  expected  to  capture  and  return  fugitive  slaves  while  northern  freemen 
were  thus  captured  and  ensla/ved. 

Mr.  Forsyth,  of  Georgia,  attempted  to  ridicule  the  feeling  expressed 
by  Mr.  Ward,  declaring  that  that  gentleman  might  find  the  same  senti- 
ments expressed  in  some  ballad,  entitled,  *'  The  Sun-Strieken  .Outcasts 
of  Africa/*  in  the  "  della  crusca  album  of  some  boarding-school  miss.'' 

Mr.  Letcher,  oC  Kentucky,  thought  that  no  such  law  existed  in  the 
District ;  bHt  Mr.  D<nrBey,  of  Marykuid,  asBored  him  ik$n  mm  fnM  a 
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few — ^that  it  had  been  enacted  in  1715 — ^and  he  ptodoeAoi  to  gtre  a  oob* 
dae  history  of  the  le^Iation  on  this  sabject  np  to  the  organiisation  of 
the  District,  assuring  the  House  that  the  law  had  remained,  and  waa  re- 
enacted  by  Congress,  in  1801,  substantially  as  it  had  existed  from  1715. 

The  debate  now  assumed  a  serious  character.  Southern  members  de- 
dared  that  colored  persons  were  not  "  citizens  '^  under  tlie  Federal  Gonsfr 
tution,  and  repeat^  the  arguments  advanced  by  them  on  the  admission 
of  Missouri.  Northern  members  did  not  meet  this  point  with. the  ability 
manifested  six  years  previously ;  but  they  declared  the  euiJavement  of 
persons,  whether  colored  or  white,  to  be  barbarous  and  inhuman,  * 

Mr.  Miner,  Of  Pennsylrania,  asserted  that  the  facts  were  too  important 
to  be  treated  lightly ;  and  he  proceeded  to  show  that,  in  1824,  there 
were  committed  to  the  jail  in  Washington  City  fifty-two  persons  suspected 
of  being  runaway  slaves,  and  eighty-one  colored  persons  committed  by 
their  supposed  masters  for  safe-keeping  ;  that,  during  the  following  year, 
fifty-eight  persons  were  committed  on  suspicion  of  being  runaway  slaves, 
and  one  hundred  and  twenty-four  were  committed  by  their  supposed 
owners  for  safe  keeping  ;  that,  of  the  one  hundred  and  ten  runaways, 
fifteen  had  proven  themselves  fbek,  paid  the  expenses  of  their  isnpriso9- 
wunt,  and  were  discharged,  three  of  those  who  were  free  had  been  umahk 
to  pojf  expenses,  and  were  sold  irUo  slavery*  and  the  two  hundred  and  five 
imprisoned  by  their  masters  were  sold  probably  to  the  southern  States. 
He  asserted  that  the  jail,  built  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States,  was 
extensively  used  for  the  purposes  of  the  domestic  slave  trade.  He  had 
himself  visited  the  prison,  and  seen  the  victims  of  this  infamous  traffic. 
One  woman,  who  was  the  mother  of  nine  children,  had  seen  the  six 
oldest  sold  from  her  as  they  arrived  at  an  age  to  command  good  prices  ; 
and,  at  last,  she  was  herseU*,  with  the  three  youngest,  imprisoned  for  the 
southern  market,  under  the  laws  adopted  and  kept  jn  force  by  Congreas: 
and  those  imprisoned  in  the  public  jail  constituted  a  very  small  propor- 
tion of  the  victims  who  were  imprisoned  and  sold  in  the  city,  as,  in  various 
parts  of  it,  prisons  were  used  for  the  traffic  by  the  various  dealers 
in  human  flesh,  who  pursued  their  accursed  vocation  under  protection  of 
Congressional  enactment.  '       , 

Southern  members  regiptted  the  language  used  by  Mr.  Miner,  but  no 
ene  denied  his  facts  or  his  doctrines,  and  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Ward  was 
adopted  by  a  large,  majority. 

Fifteen  days  subsequently,  Mr.  Fowel,  from  the  committee,  reported  a 

•  Thla  ii  perbapt  the  only  c0cial  rtoord  of  the  eulaTement  of  free  peMOU  under  the  a^tthoHSf 
^  OomgrmBf  bai  the  raoords  of  the  eorenuaeiit  lead  oi  to  beUere  that  thousands  of  free  penoua 
la  the  Doited  States  vara  seised  and  enslaved  wader  aothoiUj  of  OoagrsssloaaL  enactmeats. 
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bin  Kqairing  the  corporation  in  which  any  colored  person  should  Im 
ftrrested  under  suspicion  of  being  a  fugitive  to  pay  the  costs,  if  the  person 
BO  arrested  proved  to  be  /ree,  and  repealing  the  law  of  Maryland  which 
had  been  enacted  one  hundred  and  ten  years  previously.  The  bill  was 
committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  but  was  no  more  heard 
of ;  and  the  slave  trade,  with  its  attendant  crimes,  continued  to  disgraot 
the  men,  the  city,  and  the  nation  that  sustuned  it. 

At  the  tune  to  which  we  now  refer,  all  the  slave  States,  by      ,^^^ 
their  constitutions  and  laws,  .declared  slaves  to  be  property.  Their 
people  and  statesmen  were  educated  in  the  conviction  that  human  gov- 
ernments possessed  legitimate  powers  to  transform  fntn  created  in  the 
image  of  God  into  chattels. 

The  free  States,  in  all  their  constitutions,  laws,  and  in  the  education  of 
their  people,  inculcated  the  doctrine  that  human  beings  were  clearly  dis- 
tinguished from  the  brute  creation,  both  in  phyiscal  form  and  mental  ex- 
istence ;  that  the  Ime  of  demarkation  drawn  by  the  Creator  between 
men  and  things  waA  so  distinct,  so  wide,  so  deep,  l^at  human  governmente 
could  not  obliterate  it.  From  the  commencement  of  the  Government^ 
alaveholders  had  manifested  a  dissatisfaction  with  this  doctrine,  univer- 
sally  adhered  to  by  the  Christian  world,  and  constituting  the  basis  of  all 
free  governments.  They  determined  that  Congress  should  recognize  the 
authority  of  the  slave  States  to  change  the  status  of  Africans,  to  trans- 
form them  into  property,  and .  for  that  purpose  presented  the  following 
case : 

In  December,  1814,  while  the  British  forces  were  approaching  New 
Orleans,  General  Jackson,  commander  of  the  American  army,  ordered 
the  impressment  of  horses^  carts  and  slaves,  for  the  erection  of  defensive 
•  worics  to  protect  the  city.  A  horse,  cart  and  slave  of  the  claimant, 
Marigney  lyAutrieve,  was  impressed,  and  while  employed  in  erecting 
batteries  the  slave  was  wounded,  the  horse  killed  and  the  cart  destroyed 
by  the  cannon  shot  of  the  enemy,  and  the  owner  presented  his  memorial 
to  Congress  for  indemnity.  The  Committee  on  Claims  reported  a  bill 
^ving  compensation  for  the  horse  and  cart,  but  in  their  report  which  ao- 
companied  the  bill,  they  stated  that  "the  Government  had  not  regarded 
slaves  as  property,  nor  paid  for  them  when  lost  in  the  public  service." 

When  the  bill  came  up  for  consideration  in  committee  of  the  whole 
House,  Mr.  Livingston,  of  Louisiana,  moved  an  amendment  granting 
compensation  for  the  loss  of  i^he  negro's  services  while  confined  by  his 
wound,  and  for  expenses  in  doctoring  and  nursing  him. 

Thus  was  the  claim  of  indenmity  for  the  loss  of  the  slave's  labor  fairly 
presented  by  one  of  the  learned  and  iafluential  members  from  the  slave 
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States.  He  was  one  of  the  most  eminent  jurists  of  the  nation.  Born 
and  educated  in  New  York,  he  selected  New  Orleans  as  his  residence, 
and  now,  holding  a  seat  in  Congress,  he  wielded  an  bflnenoe  over  both 
islave  and  free  States.  He  spoke  boldly  and  duectly  to  the  point,  de- 
claring the  question  yital  to  the  existence  of  the  stare  States  ;  said  he 
could  not  believe  the  committee  intended  to  establish  the  doctrine  that 
slaves  *'  were  not  property?  He  then  maintained  by  historical  facts,  that 
the  institution  existed  prior  to  the  Constitution  ;  that  all  the  States  save 
one  or  two  treated  slaves  as  property,  and  all  of  the  present  slave  States 
declared  them  such  by  their  laws  ;  that  the  Constitution  gave  no  au- 
thority for  the  Federal  Government  to  interfere  with  them  in  any  man- 
ner, the  States  holding  them  independently  of  the  Federal  Government, 
as  legal  property.  If  taken  for  the  public  use  they  must  be  paid  for. 
The  committee  (said  he)  assert  "  they  are  not  property.''  What  are 
they  then  ?  If  they  are  not  our  property,  we  have  no  right  to  their 
services,  a/nd  ikey  are  legally  free.  He  then  maintained  the  sovereignty 
of  tfie  States  and  the  sacredness  of  State  rights,  and  concluded  by  an 
expression  of  his  confidence  that  the  amendment  would  be  adopted. 

Fortunately  for  our  institutions,  and  for  the  cause  of  humanity,  there 
were  members  of  that  body  who  had  associated  with  the  framers  of  thd 
Constitution,  had  caught  the  spirit  and  retained  something  of  the  patri- 
otism of  that  heroic  age — ^men  who  were  contemporaries  of  Madison,  and 
recollected  the  memorable  words  of  that  great  statesman,  when  in  con- 
vention he  declared  "it  would  be  wrong  to  admit  in  the  Constitution, 
that  man  can  hold  property  in  man,'' 

Much  interest  was  felt,  and  some  anxiety  was  manifested  in  various 
parts  of  the  House,  as  members  came  to  reflect  upon  the  importance  of 
the  question  presented. 

Mr.  Whittlesey,  of  Ohio,  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Claims,  had 
reported  the  bill,  and  he  was  now  expected  to  defend  it  and  to  vindicate 
the  action  of  the  committee.  He,  too,  was  a  lawyer  of  some  reputation, 
a  man  of  facts  and  figures  rather  than  a  rhetorician.  He  possessed  aa 
indomitable  industry,  which  had,  even  at  that  day,  given  him  an  influ- 
ence, particularly  in  the  department  of  private  clauns.  Possessing  great 
integrity  of  character,  he  was  at  all  times  unassuming,  and  had  never  as- 
pired to  the  position  of  a  "  speaking  member."  But  with  him  duty  was 
imperative,  and  he  did  not  falter  in  meeting  the  distinguished  gentleman 
who  moved  the  amendment.  He  spoke  like  a  lawyer  who  had  prepared 
his  case  for  hearing.  Avoiding  all  reference  to  fundamental  principles, 
he  applied  himself  to  the  law  of  the  case.  He  gave  a  succinct  history  of 
every  claim  for  the  loss  of  slaves  that  had  come  before  the  conunittee 
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siDce  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution.  He  cited  erery  report  that  had 
been  made,  either  in  print  or  in  mannscript,  and  showed  that  one  ndd 
had  governed  them,  and  that  was  a  role  of  constant  and  nndeviating  re* 
jection  of  every  daim  for  slaves  or  for  the  labor  of  slaves,  although  lost 
in  the  public  service.  Ho  stated  that  the  question  had  been  presented 
to  the  House  only  once  since  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  ;  that  was 
in  1816,  when  considering  a  bill  to  indemnify  persons  for  property  lost  in 
the  public  service  ;  a  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had  then  moved 
an  amendment  authorizing  payment  for  daves,  but  the  propo£dtion  had 
been  rejected  by  an  overwhelming  majority. 

It  now  became  evident  that  if  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Livingston  were 
adopted,  the  past  construction  of  the  Constitution  must  be  overturned, 
and  it  was  clearly  seen  that  serious  work  was  before  the  House.  But 
Mr.  Whittlesey  was  sustained  by  Mr.  McCoy,  a  slaveholder  of  Virginia, 
also  a  member  of  the  committee,  the  only  man  who  spoke  against  the 
amendment  attempted  in  1816.  It  was  also  known  that  Mr.  Williams, 
of  North  Carolina,  a  man  of  great  experience,  and  chainnan  of  the  com- 
mittee, also  concurred  in  the  report.  These  circtimjstances  added  much 
weight  to  the  argument  of  Mr.  Whittlesey. 

But,  nothing  daunted  by  these  considerations,  slaveholding  members, 
with  apparent  confidence,  asserted  the  former  practice  of  the  House  to 
have  been  wrong  and  unjust.  All  nations  had  held  slaves,  even  the 
chosen  people  of  Ood  had  set  the  example.  All  had  regarded  them  as 
'*  property  .•"  the  people  of  the  slave  States  regarded  them  as  property, 
and  they  insisted  that  it  was  unjust  for  the  Federal  Oovemment  to  inter- 
fere with  the  institution  in  any  manner.  They  asserted  that  the  States 
would  not  permit  their  institution  to  be  broken  down  in  that  way.  They 
denounced  northern  members  for  agitating  the  question  of  property  in 
riaves ;  said  it  was  a  delicate  question,  that  ought  not  to  be  debated. 
The  Constitution  had  given  the  Federal  Chvemment  no  authority  to  in- 
terfere with  it.  On  the  contrary,  it  had  recognized  the  institution,  had 
given  it  a  representation  in  Congress,  had  authorized  the  jslave  trade 
for  twenty  years,  and  by  the  treaty  of  Ghent  we  had  covenanted  with 
England  that  in  withdrawing  her  army  from  the  United  States,  they 
should  '*  not  carry  away  any  negroes  or  other  property  of  the  inhab- 
itants.'' 

To  these  arguments  it  was  replied  that  the  Scriptures  scarcely  men- 
tioned the  term  "  slave,"  even  historically.  They  spoke  of  "  servants,*' 
and  those  were  toAi/«  persons  ;  that  no  such  institution  as  African  slaverf 
was  known  to  the  Jews.  It  was  true,  however,  that  Rome  and  Greece, 
and  other  ancient  governments,  in  the  darker  and  more  barbarous  ages, 
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Md  tUiTes ;  and  as  a  just  retribntion  for  snch  Tiolation  of  the  natoral 
law,  they  had  disappeared  firom  the  face  of  the  earth,  and  each  most  and 
woold  be  the  case  with  erery  other  pation  that  shoold  follow  their  exam- 
ples. Modem  civilization  discarded  the  institution  as  a  relic  of  barbar- 
ism. Philosophers  and  Christians  held  that  the  Dirine  Will  constitated 
the  law  of  nature,  by  which  every  human  soul  was  entitled  to  live,  and  to 
60  much  liberty  as  was  necessary  to  cherish,  support  and  defend  his  own 
personal  existence  ;  that  the  slave  States  and  free  States  united  in  de- 
claring that  doctrine  to  be  the  very  baas  of  the  Union,  of  the  Federal 
Government,  in  which  all  were  equally  interested.  That,  maintaining 
this  doctrine,  the  Oonstitution,  referring  to  slaves,  had  recognized  them  om 
persons,  and  not  as  property.  Then,  as  southern  gentlemen  had  said, 
slares  entered  into  the  enumeration  constituting  the  basis  of  representa- 
tion, but  they  were  in  that  rery  clause  referred  to  as  ''  other  persons,'' 
placed  in  the  same  category  with  their  masters,  but  in  no  instance  did 
the  Constitution  refer  to  them  as  "  property."  Indeed,  at  the  framing  of 
that  instrument,  Mr.  Madison  said  it  would  be  wrong  to  admit  that . 
"men  am  hold  property  in  men,"  and  not  a  member  dissented  from  the 
proposition : 

That  history  and  the  language  of  the  Constitution  showed  that  a  gen- 
eral aversion  to  the  slaye  trade  existed  at  the  time  of  framing  that  instru- 
ment, and  that  Georgia  and  South  Carolina  demanded  protection  against 
any  prohibition  of  it  for  twenty  years,  on  account  of  the  detestation  in 
which  it  was  held  by  all  Christian  nations.  .Therein  out  fothers  erred. 
They  should  ncTer  have  protected  that  infamous  traffic  ^igainst  the  dic- 
tates of  justice  for  one  hour.  They  should  have  prohibited,  or  at  least 
thcT-should  have  left  it  unprotected  and  permitted  it  to  fall  in  the  ordi- 
nary manner,  before  the  advancement  of  Christian  civilization.  As  to 
the  justice  of  this  claim,  it  were  impossible  to  show  any  justice  in  payii^ 
the  claimant  for  the  suffering,  the  wounds,  the  death  of  another  man. 
The  negro,  while  serving  the  public,  had  received  an  injury,  had  been 
subjected  to  pain  and  suffering,  and  if  payment  be  made  to  any  one,  it 
should  certainly  be  to  him  who  suffered,  and  not  to  a  third  person,  who 
kept  clear  of  danger  when  his  country  needed  his  service.  Again,  in  the 
recent  war,  sons,  brothers,  husbands  and  fathers,  residing  in  the  free 
States,  had  contributed  their  money,  their  time,  their  Hves,  in  defending 
the  Qovemment  in  which  the  people  of  all  the  States  were  interested. 
They  had  died.  But  what  father,  or  brother,  or  vrife,  or  orphan  had 
ever  demanded  compensation  f  Yet  southern  statesmen  would  now  tax 
those  bereaved  fathers,  brothers,  widows  and  orphans,  to  pay  this  master 
for  the  loss  of  his  slare.    '*  l^at  would  not  he  justP 
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It  was  insisted  that  General  Jackson  did  right  in  impressing  the  slaTSf 
at  New  Orleans.  His  proceedings  were  reported  to  the  War  Depart- 
ment^ and  were  approved  by  the  President,  who  was  himself  a  siaTo^ 
holder,  and  who  exerted  more  influence  in  firaming  the  Constitution  than 
any  other  member.  His  sanction  was  therefore  important.  Nor  can 
the  JnstiGe  of  General  Jackson  be  doubted  when  we  reflect  that  thismaa> 
ter  and  the  people  of  New  Orleans  did  not  themselves  take  any  part  in 
the  defence  of  their  city,  bat  left  that  hazardous  service  to  the  freemea 
of  other  States.  Indeed,  one  third  of  the  population  of  the  slave  States 
are  in  bondage,  and  it  were  uiyust  that  freemen  should  go  South,  meet 
the  invaders  and  die  upon  the  battle-field  in  order  that  the  planters  may 
safely  and  securely  keep  their  slaves  at  work  upon  their  plantations. 
Those  laborer?  were  "persons,^  oppressed,  degraded,  outraged  and 
wronged  ;  yet  they  yrere  persons,  possessing  hopes  of  heaven  and  fears  of 
hell,  were  capable  of  committing  crime  and  were  punished  m  all  the 
States.  To  wantonly  slay  a  slave  was  murder,  to  enslave  an  Africaa 
on  his  own  soil  was  piracy  under  our  national  laws  : 

That  the  treaty  of  Ghent  had  stipulated  that  the  British  army  should 
not  carry  away  negroes  or  other  property  of  the  inhabitants,  but  that 
was  only  the  sense  of  the  treaty-making  power,  and  not  of  the  Govern- 
ment ;  yet  had  it  stipulated  that  they  should  not  carry  away  any  "  white 
men,"  it  would  have  had  the  same  effect  to  transform  them  into  property 
as  it  had  to  change  negroes  into  chattels. 

The  debate  had  become  earnest.  The  ablest,  men  of  the  nation  en- 
gaged in  it.  The  most  breathless  attention  was  bestowed  on  every 
speaker.  A  profound  interest,  and  even  deep  solemnity  rested  on  every 
eonntenance,  when  suddenly  John  Bandolph,  of  Yiiginia,  sprang  to  the 
floor.  His  effeminate  voice,  now  nused  to  its  utmost  volume,  rang 
shrilly  through  the  hall,  and  pointing  his  long  finger  towards  the  Speaker, 
he  exclaimed,  "  Lex  Ua  scripta  esi,  the  point  is  settled,  and  you  may  cant 
\o  the  end  of  the  chapter.  We  do  not  depend  on  your  views  of 
humanity  or  religion,  and  when  you  deny  that  our  slaves  are  our  jro- 
perty,  we  shall  not  be  found  in  this  hall,  we  shall  be  found  at  home  with 
arms  in  our  liandsP  He  proceeded  to  lecture  southern  members  for 
consenting  to  argue  the  qaestion,  and  declared  it  to  be  their  true  policy 
to  hold  no  controversy  on  the  subject.  He  next  proceeded  to  an  elabo- 
rate examination  of  the  whole  subject. 

This  example  was  followed  by  other  members,  who  proclaimed  the  so- 
lemn determination  of  the  entire  South  not  to  permit  this  question  to  be 
discussed.  Perhaps  no  incident  better  illustrates  "  the  madness  of  the 
hour,"  than  the  solemn  assurance  by  Mr.  Drayton,  of  South  Carolina, 
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that  when  this  question  should  be  agitated,  the  slave  States  would  "  con- 
sider the  talue  of  the  Union/'  Yet  erery  member  who  preceded  him  in 
debate,  whether  from  the  North  or  from  the  South,  had  discussed  it^ 
and  none  more  elaborately  than  himself. 

The  discusdon  continued  two  weeks  and  was  maintained  with  great 
ability  on  both  sides.  At  length  the  question  was  taken  on  the  Anend- 
iliient  granting  compensation  for  the  loss  of  the  slave!fl  service,  etc^  and 
H  was  carried  by  a  majority  of  three  votes.  Messrs.  Ripley  and  Wright^ 
of  Maine;  Barker  and  Healy,  of  New  Hampshire;  Everett,  Gorham, 
Hodges  and  Yamum,  of  Massachusetts;  Cambrelllng,  Johnson,  Yerplank 
and  Silas  Wood,  of  New  York;  Fry  Kremer,  Miller,  Stephens,  Soulier 
land  and  Yanhom,  of  Pennsylvania;  Blake  and  Irving,  of  Indiana^  votii^ 
with  the  slaveholders,  while  several  members  from  the  free  States  did  not 
vote.  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  Yermont,  New  Jersey,  Ohio  and  Jh 
Hnois,  were  dishonored  by  no  voice  in  favor  of  transforming  immortal  bt* 
tngs  into  property. 

Nor  did  the  engross^ient  of  the  bill  with  the  objectionable  amendment 
discourage  northern  members.  They  recollected  that  southern  represen- 
tatives had  established  slavery  in  Missouri  by  their  unyielding  firmness 
under  the  most  discouraging  chxsumstances,  and  they  determined  to  op- 
pose to  the  last  a  proposition  intended  to  transform  our  freegovermnent 
into  a  slave^ustaining  oligarchy. 

The  bill-  came  up  the  next  day  for  its  final  passage,  when  the  Speaker 
with  great  solemnity  propounded  the  parliamentary  question,  *'  shall  tM$ 
UU  pass  V  In  answer  to  this  interrogatory,  the  debate  was  resumed  with 
even  greater  earnestness  than  had  been  previously  manifested.  Young 
members  f^om  the  free  States,  who  had  not  previously  appeared  in  de- 
bate, now  spoke  against  the  amendment  with  consummate  ability.  This 
firmness,  this  moral  heroism,  caused  southern  members  to  hesitate.  North- 
ern members  who  had  not  possessed  snificient  courage  to  vote  either  way/ 
now  appeared  anxious  to  vote;  and  a  motion  was  made  to  recommit  the 
bin  to  a  select  committee  for  the  purpose  of  striking  out  the  amendment 
previously  inserted,  granting  compensation  for  the  loss  of  the  slave's  la- 
bor and  the  expenses  of  doctoring  and  nursing  him.  The  proposition  was 
sustained  ;  the  bill  was  recommitted  ;  the  amendment  stricken  out ;  and 
the  bill  as  it  was  originally  reported  by  Mr.  Whittlesey,  was  again  reported 
to  the  House.  It  simply  gave  D' Autrieve  compensation  for  his  horse,  cart 
and  some  firewood,  but  made  no  mention  of  the  slave,  or  of  his  labor,  or 
of  the  expense  of  doctoring  him,  and  in  this  form  it  passed  both  Houses 
of  Congress  and  became  a  law.  The  doctrine  that  human  souls  and  bodies 
may  be  transformed  into  projperty  was  rejected,  as  an  infidelity  unworthy 
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of  a  Christian  goyemment.  The  lovers  of  Kbcrty  breathed  more  freely. 
They  felt  more  self-respect  when  consdons  that  they  had  merited  the  re- 
spect of  the  country  and  of  mankind: 

Bot  this  resolt  was  extremely  mortifying  to  southern  members.  Hiey 
had  constantly  msisted  that  slaves  were  property  ;  and  if  they  were  to  be 
regarded  as  persons,  those  who  held  them  in  bondage  must  of  coarse  be 
regarded  as  oppressors  and  despots;  and  the  ciyilized  world  woold  so 
regard  them.  In  order  to  relicTe  southern  men  as  far  as  possible,  Mr. 
Hall,  of  North  Carolina,  introdnced  a  resolation  instractlng  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary  to  inquire  as  to  the  propriety  of  reporting  a  bill  de- 
claring what  should  be,  and  what  should  not  be,  regarded  as  property. 
The  House  quietly  sent  the  resolution  to  the  committee,  but  they  made 
no  report,  and  the  subjVt  was  no  more  agitated  during  that  session. 

The  doctrine  of  property  in  mankind,  however,  was  sustained  ^^^ 
by  the  judiciary  of  that  day.  In  1S19,  a  vessel  called  a  "  Vene- 
zuelan privateer"  was  fitted  out  at  Baltimore.  She  was  in  fact  a  pirate 
disguised  under  the  Yenezuelan  flag.  She  captured  several  vessels  en* 
gaged  in  the  slave  trade,  sailing  under  various  flags,  one  of  which  proved 
to  be  "  The  Antelope"  of  Cuba.  Taking  tiie  captured  slaves  on  board 
that  vessel,  she  sailed  for  our  southern  coast  in  order  to  sell  her  slaves  to 
the  planters  of  our  southern  States,  but  was  captured  by  one  of  our 
revenue  cutters  and  taken  to  Savannah  for  adjudication. 

On  landing  th^slaves  the  captors  were  compelled  to  enter  into  bonds 
for  refeporting  them  if  they  proved  to  be  their  property.  The  ship  and 
cargo  being  libelled  in  the  District  Court  of  Georgia,  the  Consuls  of  Spain 
and  Portugal  claimed  the  slaves  taken  from  Spanish  and  Portuguese  ships, 
not  however  as  citizens  or  subjects  of  those  governments,  but  as  the  pro- 
perty of  the  persons  who  had  brought  them  from  Africa. 

When  this  case  came  before  a  slaveholding  judge  whose  education  had 
qualified  him  for  sustaining  the  institution,  it  was  seen  and  felt  that  the 
slave  power  had  been  vigilant  in  securing  the  appointment  of  slavehold- 
ers to  fill  judicial  stations.  The  judge  of  the  District  Court  of  Georgia 
decided  that  tht  slates  were  pr<>per^^  belonging  to  those  who  brought  them 
ftt>m  Africa'.  On  an  appe&l  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States^ 
that  tribnn&l  affirmed  the  decision  of  the  district  judge.  The  daves  were 
ordered  to  be  delivered  to  the  consuls  who  claimed  them  as  property;  and 
the  character  and  influence  of  our  nation  Was  prostituted  to  the  base 
purpose  of  restoring  to  Spanish  and  Portuguese  "  pirates"  the  slaves  cap- 
tured and  brought  from  Africa.' 

In  delivering  its  opinion,  the  court  referred  to  no  primal  truths,  nor  to 
the  essential  doctrines  of  right  and  wrong.    They  spoke  not  of  the  "Cre- 
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atoA  will,"  "  of  naiwral  law^^  of  jw^  of  inaHtiiuMt' righU,  of  "  phi- 
losophic prmciple,"  nor  of  our  national  honor.  Well  understood  doctrinei 
of  Grotins,  of  Paffendorf,  of  Blackstone,  and  of  Kent,  were  ignored,  passed 
oyer  in  silence;  and  the  nation  was  made  the  instmment  for  npUolding 
the  slave  trade  of  other  gOTemments,  while  onr  laws  punished  with  death 
all  Americans  found  engaged  in  it  The  decision  created  astonishment 
among  northern  statesmen  and  jurists,  who  saw  plainly  that  the  slave 
power  had  effectuallj  resisted  the  progress  of  civilization,  and  subsidized 
the  judicial  branch  of  government  to  its  support. 

But  another  question  now  arose.  When  the  slaves  were  landed  in 
Georgia,  Mr.  Wilde,  a  member  of  Congress  from  that  Siat^,  purchased  them 
and  entered  into  bonds  for  their  reexportation,  should  that  become  neces* 
sary  by  the  abjudication  of  the  court. 

These  facts  being  matters  of  record,  probably  furnish  the  only  direct 
and  conclusive  proof  of  the  connection  between  members  of  the  American 
Congress  and  **piraiei^  pronounced  such  by  ads  of  Congress,  and 
pwnshahk  with  death.  But  it  is  no  part  of  the  historian's  duty  to 
speculate  upon  the  difference  of  turpitude  between  the  barbarous 
sailor  and  the  heathenish  planter  or  member  of  Congress  who  pur- 
chased the  victims  and  encouraged  the  Tendor  to  bring  more  to  the 
market. 

Mr.  Wilde  now  petitioned  the  Congress,  of  which  he  was  himself  a 
member,  to  pass  a  law  cancelling  his  bond  for  exporting  the  slaves  whom 
he  had  purchased.  The  petition  was  presented  in  the  Senate  and  re- 
ferred to  a  committee,  who  reported  back  a  bill  directing  the  bond  of 
Mr.  Wilde  to  be  cancelled;  but  they  assigned  no  reasons  for  it.  The  bill, 
however,  passed  the  Senate  without  any  record  of  yeas  and  nays,  and 
apparently  without  debate. 

When  the  bill  came  up  for  consideration  in  the  House  of  B«presenta- 
tives,  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  insisted  that  when  thtf  slaves  were  found 
to  have  been  imported  by  pirates,  they  should  have  been  set  free.  That 
to  hold  them  as  slaves  were  no  less  moral  piracy  than  to  import  them,  as  • 
it  was  carrying  out  the  intention  and  consummating  the  crime  of  those 
pirates  who  imported  them  from  Africa.  | 

But  the  bill  passed  the  House  of  Representatives  and  became  a  law. 
And  both  the  judicial  and  legislative  branches  of  the  Federal  Government 
were  thus  prostituted  to  carrying  out  the  very  "piracj^  which  Congreea 
had  proclaimed  worthy  of  death. 

laaai         From  some  cause  unknown  to  the  writer,  the  subject  of  slavery 
appears  to  have  attracted  the  attention  of  the  people  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 
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More  than  a  thousand  citizens  of  Washington  CStj  petitioned     ^^^ 
Congress  for  the  abolition  of  slaverj  and  of  the  slave  trade  in 
that  District.    The  Quakers  of  Pennsylrania  and  other  citizens  of  the 
free  States  sent  to  our  National  Legislature  memorials  praying  for  the 
same  object. 

Early  in  January,  Mr.  Miner,  of  Pennsylvama,  presented  in  the  House 
of  Representatives  abatement,  reciting  many  facts  concerning  the  slave 
trade  then  carried  on  within  the  District,  by  way  of  preamble  to  a 
resolution  directing  the  proper  committee  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of 
abolishing  the  institution  and  its  attendant  commerce  within  the  Dis- 
trict. 

.  When  the  resolutions  came  up  for  consideration,  Mr.  Ifiner  read 
flocuments  showing  the  extent  to  which  the  slave  trade  was  carried  on  in 
the  dty,  and  describing  some  of  the  crimes  attending  that  traffic  so 
abhorrent  to  humanity.  He  went  much  farther  in  specifying  the  detail 
of  crimes,  and  describing  the  horrors  of  this  commerce  in  the  bodies  of 
oar  fellow-men  than  Mr.  Randolph  had  done  in  1816.  The  resolution 
was  adopted  ;  but  a  slaveholding  Speaker  had  so  arranged  the  committee 
that  no  report  was  made  on  the  subject. 

Another  interesting  incident  in  the  "regime  of  slavery,"  occurred 
during  the  year  1829.  The  claims  of  Georgia  for  slaves  lost  during  the 
war  of  the  Revolution  has  been  noticed.  The  reader  will  also  recollect 
that  by  the  treaty  of  New  York,  in  1T89,  and  by  that  of  Colerain,  in 
1T90,  the  United  States  assumed  the  negotiation  with  the  Creek 
Indians  for  the  return  of  negroes,  who  had  long  previously  fled  to  their 
country.  They  could  not,  however,  perform  this  part  of  their  compact, 
as  the  fugitives  were  in  Florida,  living  with  the  Seminole  Indians,  over 
whom  the  Creeks  had  no  control. 

When  our  Government  obtained  possession  of  Florida,  in  1830,  the 
people  of  Georgia  Wame  again  clamorous  for  the  recovery  of  their 
slaves,  who  fled  from  them  forty  or  fifty  years  previously,  and  had  settled 
in  Florida  with  the  Seminole  negroes,  who  fled  from  South  C/arolina  in 
1705. 

Many  of  them  were  said  to  have  been  massacred  at  "  Blount's  Fort," 
in  1816 ;  but  they  had  nearly  all  died,  leaving  offspring  whom  no  one 
could  identify  as  slaves  or  as  the  descendants  of  slaves.  Mr.  Calhoun, 
Secretary  of  War,  esponsed'the  claims  of  Georgia,  and  by  his  efforts 
principally  the  treaty  of  "Indian  Sprmg"  was  negotiated  with  the 
Or  eks,  in  1821^  by  which  they  conveyed  to  the  United  States  (solely 
for  the  benefit  of  Georgia)  a  large  tract  of  their  best  lands,  supposed  to 
be  about  five  million  acres,  for  which  the  United  States  paid  them  two 
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hundred  thousand  dollars,  at  the  ligoiqg  of  the  .treaty ;  and  agreed  to 
hold  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  as  a  trust  fuud^  out  of  which  to 
compensate  the  claims  which  the  planters  of  Georgia  held  for  the  sbves 
who  had  yoluntarilj  left  them  during  a  former  generation.  Their  num- 
ber and  yalue  was  to  be  ascertained  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  amount  thus  found  due  was  to  be  paid  oyer  to  tiie  maa- 
tens  or  their  descendants. 

^iBM,]  Accordingly,  the  President  appointed  a  commissioner  to  aacer- 
tarn  the  sum  which  by  the  treaty  was  to  be  thus  paid  the  claim, 
ants,  and  found  it  amounted  to  $109,000,  which  was  duly  certified  and 
paid.  But  the  slaveholders  now  claimed  the  remaining  $141,000,  which 
was  supposed  still  to  remain  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  ;  and 
they  memorialized  Congress  f<Nr  that  purpose.  Pending  this  memorial 
charges  of  fraud  were  made  against  the  commissioners  who  negotiated 
the  treaty,  against  the  governor  and  comm^sioners  of  Georgia,  and  the 
commissioner  who  had  been  appointed  to  ascertain  the  value  of  the 
claims.  President  Adams  directed  the  Attorney-General  to  examine 
the  subject  and  report  upon  the  beta. 

The  Attorney-General,  however,  did  not  extend  his  examination  to  the 
original  treaties  between  Georgia  and  the  Greeks,  which  were  said  to 
have  been  obtained  by  gross  corruption,  from  vagabond  Indians,  who 
possessed  no  authority  to  n^otiate  such  treaties,  nor  in  any  way  to  bind 
the  tribe  nor  to  act  for  them.  But  he  showed  conclusively  that  the 
commissioner  appointed  by  President  Monroe  estimated  the  price  of  the 
slaves  at  from  two  to  three  times  their  real  value,  and  that  fifty  thousand 
dollars  would  cover  all  actual  claims  contemplated  by  the  treaty,  with- 
out referring  to  the  fraudulent  basis  on  which  they  were  founded. 

Notwithstanding  this  exposure,  the  slaveholders  persisted  in  their 
claims  for  the  remaining  $141,000,  which  was  apparently  retained  in  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  in  trust  for  the  Creek  Indians. 

But  when  the  subject  again  came  under  debate,  it  was  shown  that  the 
entire  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  stipulated  by  the 
treaty,  to  be  held  as  surety  for  the  payment  of  such  sums  as  should  be 
found  due  the  slavdiolders  of  Georgia,  had  been  paid  over  to  them 
immediately  upon  the  approval  of  the  treaty  ;  and  that  not  one  dollar 
of  it  now  remained  m  the  Treasury.  But  this  stupendous  fraud  involved 
high  officers  of  Government.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Ur. 
Crawford,  was  himself  a  Georgian,  and  it  is  difficult  to  understand  at 
this  day  how  he  could  have  been  ignorant  of  the  real  character  of.  tUe 
transaction.  Mr.  Calhoun  had  been  active  in  obtaining  the  treaty,  had 
exhibited  an  intense  feeling  on  the  subject^  and  as  he  understood  the  real 
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character  of  tLe  treaties  between  Oeorgla  and  the  Indians,  and  knew 
that  these  slaves  had  never  been  with  the  Creeks,  we  cannot,  in  onr 
minds,  exonerate  him  from  a  participation  in  this  vast  slaveholdbg  pecu- 
lation. Of  the  other  p^rtieipants  we  have  no  time  to  speak  par- 
ticdarly. 

The  House  of  Eepresentatires  being  informed  of  these  facts,  appeared 
unwilling  to  pass  the  hill  giving  the  claimants  the  $141,000  which,  nntil 
this  e}q>osare,  was  supposed  to  be  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States; 
but  which  had  been  fraudulently  paid  to  the  slaveholders  of  Georgia 
eight  years  freoiaushf. 

Oeneral  Jackson  came  into  power  in  1829.  From  that  time  the 
legislation  of  Congress  was  for  many  years  controlled  by  party  disdpUne, 
and  whatever  the  democratic  party  approved  in  caucus  was  sustained  by 
Congress. 

In  1832  the  subject  of  this  firand  upon  the  nation  was  again  brought 
up  and  referred  to  a  select  committee.  Mr.  Stevenson,  a  slaveholder 
from  Yirginia,  being  Speaker,  appointed  Mr.  Oilmer,  of  Oeorgia,  chair*; 
man  of  the  committee.  He  made  an  elaborate  report,  in  wMdi  he 
arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  the  claimants  were  entitled  to  the 
$141,000,  as  a  compensation  far  the  offspring  which  thefemaie  slaves  would 
have  borne  to  their  masters  had  they  remained  in  bondage  ;  and  the  report 
was  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  that  purpose. 

This  shameful  excuse  for  consummating  a  disgraceful  fraud  wa[s  pub- 
lished in  the  documentary  proceedings  of  the  day  ;  but  it  is  believed 
that  no  newspaper  informed  its  readers  of  the  character  of  this  transac- 
tion. The  bill  now  passed,  so  fieur  as  we  are.  informed,  without  debate^ 
w%s  sent  to  the  Senate,  and  received  the  concurrence  of  that  body,  waa 
approved  by  President  Jackson,  and  became  a  law. 

Mr.  Adams  and  his  administration  had  exposed  the  character  of  these 
claims,  and  thereby  defeated  the  bill  which  was  now  approved  by  his 
successor. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

THE  NATION  INVOLVIED  IN  WAR  FOR  THB  SUPPORT  OP  SLATERT — AND  ffil 
SENATE  ATTEKFTS  TO  CHANGE  THE  INTERNATIONAL  LAW  FOR  THE  PUBP08B 
OF  CONSTRAINING  THE  BRITISH  GOTERNKENT  TO  SUPPORT  THE  SLAVE  TRADB. 

^g^^  The  inflaence  which  the  slave  States  were  exerting  upon  Con- 
gress and  the  Government  attracted  the  attention  of  the  people 
of  the  northern  portion  of  the  Union.  In  some  of  the  free  State* 
"abolition  societies"  were  formed.  Indeed,  some  of  these  organizations 
had  existed  from  the  adoption  of  the  Constitation,  and  all  were  now 
aronsed  to  action,  endeavoring  to  awake  the  public  mind  to  the  crimes 
of  slavery,  and  the  fact  that  these  crimes  were  encouraged  by  the  Fed- 
'  eral  Government. 

The  ship  "  Francis  Tod,^'  of  Newburyport,  Massachusetts,  had  taken 
on  board,  at  Baltimore,  a  cargo  of  slaves  for  the  New  Orleans  market. 
William  L.  Garrison,  a  devoted  friend  of  liberty,  exposed  this  domestic 
piracy,  by  a  statement  of  the  facts  connected  with  the  transaction, 
in  a  newspaper  then  published  in  Baltimore.  He  was  indicted  and 
convicted  of  libel  for  thus  informing  the  public  of  the  maimer  in 
which  the  slave  trade  was  sustained  and  encouraged  by  the  shipowners 
of  Massachusetts.  He  was  imprisoned  a  sufficient  time  to  give  notoriety 
to  the  fact  that  in  Baltimore  it  was  regarded  as  an  offence  to  publish 
transactions  concerning  slavery  and  the  slave  trade,  which  were  author- 
ised  by  law  of  Congress. 

Petitions  for  the  abolition  of  the  coastwise  slave  trade  now  became 
so  common  that  it  would  be  unjust  to  the  reader  were  his  attention 
called  to  each  separate  memorial  '  Mr.  Garrison,  who  had  invoked  public 
attention  to  that  subject,  soon  became  distinguished  as  a  reformer  ;  and 
being  sustained  by  the  philanthropists  of  New  England,  he  continued  his 
efforts  with  great  ability  and  zeal. 

Hon.  John  Qnincy  Adams  appeared  in  Congress,  representing  the 
Congressional  district  in  which  he  was  bom.  He  had  served  his  country 
as  a  Senator,  as  Foreign  Minister,  as  Secretary  of  State,  and  when  his 
mind  had  become  mature  and  enlarged  by  great  experience,  he  had  filled 
the  Executive  chair  with  honor  to  himself  and  the  nation,  and  he  now  en- 
tered upon  a  Congressional  career,  more  beneficial  to  his  country  than  any 
portion  of*  his  previous  life. 
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Early  in  the  seasioii  he  presented  fifteen  memorials,  praying  the  aboU- 
tion  of  slavery  and  the  slaye  trade  in  the  District  of  Colambia.  He 
took  occasion  to  say,  on  presenting  these  petitions,  that  whatever  might 
be  his  opinion  of  slavery  in  the  abstract,  or  of  slavery  in  the  District  of 
(}olnmbia,  it  was  a  subject  which  he  hoped  would  not  be  discussed  in  thai 
House.  If  it  should  be,  he  might,  perhaps,  assign  the  reason  why  he 
shoold  give  it  no  support.*  The  petitions  were  referred  to  the  committee 
on  the  District  of  Oolumbia.  A  few  days  afterwards,  Mr.  Dodridge, 
of  Virginia,  chairman  of  that  conmdttee,  reported  that  it  would  be  wrong 
to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Oolumbia  until  Maryland  and  Ylr- 
ginia  should  move  on  the  subject,  and  in  no  event  would  it  be  safe  to  do 
■o  under  present  circumstances.  Of  the  slave  trade  mentioned  in  the 
memorials,  the  report  said  nothing  ;  nor  did  it  in  any  way  explain  the 
conneetion  between  slavery  m  the  District  under  Fedend  laws,  and 
slavery  in  the  States  which  existed  under  State  laws. 

The  great  intellectual  contest  between  Messrs.  Webster  and  Hayne, 
in  the  Senate,  developed  to  the  public  view  the  existence  of  an  in- 
tenti<m  on  the  part  of  leading  southern  members  at  some  day  to  separate 
from  the  northern  States,  and  to  form  a  Southern  Oonfederacy.  In  that 
debate,  Mr.  Hayne  alone  referred  to  southern  slavery  as  an  object  of  , 
northern  hostility ;  while  Mr.  Webster,  in  general  terms,  asserted  thai 
New  England  was  attached  to  the  Union,  to  South  Oarolina,  and  to 
eTery  State  ;  and  although  that  discussion  stands  unrivalled  in  our  poli- 
tical history  for  its  logic,  its  rhetoric,  its  exhibition  of  historical  research, 
its  compactness  of  argument^  stiQ  the  reader  rises  from  its  perusal  disap- 
pointed at  finding  two  such  intellects  grappling  with  each  other  upon  the 
powers  of  government ;  yet  neither  apparently  daring  to  refer  to  the 
primal  doctrines  on  which  that  Oovenunent  had  been  founded. 

At  this  time  Mr.  Calhoun  stood  the  acknowledged  leader  among 
southern  statesmen,  a  position  to  which  his  talents,  his  experience,  and 
integrity  of  character  entitled  him.  He  was  bold  and  sincere  in  the 
»TOwal  of  his  opinions.  He  openly  djenkd  that  men  were  creaied  equal  im 
ikeir  tighte  to  life  and  liberty,  and  avoiding  the  doctrines  of  European 
and  American  publicists,  he  referred  to  the  neeessUia  of  mankind,  as  the 
basis  of  human  governments.  Assuming  slavery  to  be  necessary  in  our 
■outhem  States,  he  declared  it  one  of  the  essential  elements  of  southern 

•  ni» certain  that  wben  Mr.  Adams  lint  entered  Oongreae, he  was  opposed  to  aU  agitation  on  the 
•ttfeject  of  the  existence  of  Blareiy  In  the  Dktitet  of  Cohimbla.  Nor  did  he  at  anj  time  enooiii«fe 
Msh  agitation.  The  reason  which  he  assigned  for  his  course  on  this  point  was  that  starery  in  the 
Dtatcict  waa  of  little  Importance ;  while  he  admitted  that  its  ezbtenoe  there  was  realljr  as  much  a 
riolatioa  of  principle  as  U  was  lo  the  States  or  Teriitoiiasi    (The  antbor  »p*aks  fhm  penonal  oesi- 
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MCifliy  and  proip»ritj ;  and  no  Semtor  appeared  wiQi&g  to  foim  an 
isaoi  with  luB  oa  fals  stowed  infidolity  to  the  doctiiiies  of  onr  fatfacm ; 
Indeed^  at  this  time,  General  Jaokioa  had  beoome  exoeedinglj  pqHdar 
wtth  the  democralic  partj :  with  them  hk  will  was  law. '  He  had  beea 
narad  and  edneated  in  ^  mldat  of  Blayery,  and  on  thait  subject  ha 
agreed  with  Mr.  Oalhoan.  He  had  ever  shown  himself  deroted  to  tke 
ioBtitiitioD  ;  had  given  the  order  under  which  the  barbaroas  "  maaeacre 
at  Bioont^  Fort^  had  be«n  pwpetrated,  in  1816,  and  had  foiight  the 
^es  of  Florida  in  the  first  Seminole  war ;  had  sabseqnflBtlj  advised 
their  removal ;  and  had,  at  all  times,  widded  his  infioenee  for  the  snp^ 
pert  and  encooragement  of  slavery.  Indeed,  it  may  be  said  with  pro* 
ptiety,  that  in  no  oflkial  act  of  his  life  did  he  intentioaaUy  fail  to  act  for 
the  benefit  of  the  institation,  so  far  as  he  had  opportimity ;  and  with 
efnal  propriety  it  may  be  said  that  the  democratic  party  never  fiukd  to 
carry  out  his  views  to  the  extent  of  their  powers. 

Iliese  circufflstanoes  gave  to  the  sapporters  of  slavery  foil  and  almost 
undiqNited  oontrol  of  the  Oovemment,  and  its  patronage  was  bestowed 
oa  those  who  sustained  the  institution,  wiule  political  ostracism  awaited 
every  opponent.  Hence  pditieiaDS  and  statesmen  were  unwilling  to  plaee 
themselves  in  opposition  to  this  poMoy,  and  the  doctrines  of  fireedom  wen 
rendered  unpopular  with  the  American  people. 

Nonpublic  man  now  maintained  the  principles  enunciated  in  the  Deeii^ 
ration  of  Independence..  No  one  raised  liis  voice  in  support  of  thosa 
"self^vident  truths''  whieh  constituted  the  foundation  of  om*  repuUioaa 
edifice.  Mr.  Adams  held  a  seat  in  the  House  of  Representatives^  bst  ba^ 
had  at  this  time  only  avowed  his  unwiUingness  to  agitato  the  question  ct 
abolishing  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  an  avowal  which  gpave 
great  satisfaction  to  southern  men. 

^gg^^  The  threatened  rebellion  of  South  Carolina,  whidi  attractod  so 
much  attontion,  had  its  origm  4n  slavery.  Slave  labor  is  not  lesi 
opposed  to  the  pdiicy  of  free  labor,  than  oppressioA  is  opposed  to  justice^ 
and  the  high  tariff  opwated  favorably  xsfou.  one  and  unfovorably  upo& 
the  other ;  but  mstead  of  avowii^  their  attachment  to  slavery  as  tiie 
cause  of  the  proposed  secemon,  they  based  their  complaints  upon  tho 
tariff,  which  operated  in  favor  of  firee  labor,  while  it  swved  to  depnss' 
slave  labor.  And  the  discussions  were  confined  to  collateral  questional 
without  bringing  slavery  into  the  controversy. 

The  President  was  a  man  of  determined  purpose,  and  if  he  had'been 
left  to  pursue  his  own  policy,  would  probably  have  put  down  the  qririt 
of  rebellion  so  effectually  that  it  would  no  more  have  been  heard  in  our 
halls  of  legislation. 


It  was  nt  this  time  that  Mr.  Olaj,  in  the  opinioii  of  lik  best  MendB, 
committed  the  great  error  of  his  life,  bj  ofliBriBg'  his  bQl  oompromiaiiig 
the  tariff  oa  whkh  the  qourel  between  the  friends  of  free  and  of  slaye 
labor  had  risen;  The  bill  was  passed.  Mr.  Calfaonn  and  his  frfendr 
ngarded  its-introduction  a  triomph  for  the  Sooth,  and  a  taeit  adndssioii 
that  sonthon  men  were  oorvect^n  their  opinions  as  to  the  right  of  seoea^ 
aion.  The  passage  of  the  bin  confirmed  this  opinion ;  and  although  Mr. 
Olay  at  the  time  receiyed  much*  applanse  for  Bomng  the  Umon,  jet  the 
whole  tendency  of  this  measnre  was  to  promote  its  final  dissolution. 

"  The  exiles  of  Florida^"  or  negroes  who  had  fled  firom  Sonth  Garolma 
and  Oeoigia  and  settled  in  Florida,  had  retired  far  into  the  Penissola, 
and  were  endeayoring  to  seclode  themselyes  so^fiir  as  possible  firom  inter* 
eonrse  with  white  men ;  bat  the  spirit  of.  oppression  knows  no  limits. 
The  Indians  who  were  associated  with  the  negroes  were  called  on  to 
deliyer  up  fagitiye  slayee^  oyer  whom  they  had  no  control,  but  to  whose 
iafloence  they  were  themselyes  snbjected.  Unable  to  obtain  slayes  in 
that  way,  white  men  of  desperate  character  formed  combinations  in 
Gkorgia  and  in  Florida,  and,  going  npon  the  Indian  reaeryations,  indis* 
erimmately  captured  those  n^roes  who  were  free  and  those  who  belonged 
to  the  Indians,  while  the  real  fbgitiyes  were  far  beyond  their  reach.  A 
fall  knowledge  of  these  barbarous  forays,  or  of  the  banditti  who  perpe- 
trated them,  can  only  be  obtamed  by  a  patient  examination  of  the  Con- 
gressional documents  of  that  day.'^ 

This  practice  had  continued  for  many  years,  when  the  Indians     ^^^ 
entered  into  the  treaty  of  "  Paynes  Landing''  with  the  United 
States,  by  which  they  agreed  to  send  a  delegation  to  the  western  coun> 
lary  to  examine  it,  and  if  upon  their  report  the  trib^  riiould  be  sadsfied, 
they  were  to  remore  to  that  country. 

Tbe  delegation  consisted  of  four  Indians  and  two  negroes,  who,  in  ^ 
SUment  of  the  treaty,  went  to  explore  the  country  under  the  direction 
and  m  company  with  commissioners  appcnnted  for  that  purpose.  While 
there,  the  United  States  commissioners  and  the  negro  and  Indian  dele- 
gates entered  into  a  supplemental  treaty  or  compact,  by  which  it  was 
agreed  that  the  United  States  should  set  off  to  the  Seminole  Indians  and 
**  their  allies  "  a  certain  tract  of  country  described  by  metes  and  bounds, 
aeparate  and  apart  fix>m  the  territory  held  by  other  Indians.t  ^^ 


•  The  toikor  q^ent  aMh  Ubor  Ml  llik  ml^Mft,  M  ««4r  MiaCl,  taa  th«  Tigaa«r  tfaoM  la^ 
7iftb«  found  In  mipeech  delivered  In  ttM  Hooie  of  ReprcMnUtlrw  in  Vebnuiyof  that  jear;  but 
tae  obMrrationa  of  nany  yean  wen  condensed  Into  a  work  entitled  **  The  Ksdlet  of  Floiida,"  pub- 
■Aadkilflffr. 

t  An  the  high  oflloen  of  GoTerament  appoand  on^rO^f  ^^^  ^  pnbHo  Aovid  nndenland  tha% 
€ht«'esllce**ornegroesof  floilda  were  reoognlMd  ki  fhta  treatj;  and  Iha  torn  •*aUUa»  WM 
I  to  In  ofder  to  aTold  Ming  that  of '*  aegfoea  "*  er  *«  ooiorad  MB.** 
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jg^.  In  this  tranaactioDy  the  n^^roes  showed  thefoselyes  the  ablest 
diplomatists^  as  it  had  been  the  avowed  intention  of  the  Admin- 
iitration  to  constndn  the  Seminoles  to  settle  with  the  Greeks.  For  this 
policj,  so  obstinately  maintained  for  many  years,  inyolving  the  nation  m 
a  loiig  and  bloody  war,  no  reason  was  erer  assigned  ;  nor  can  we  at  this 
day  infer  bnt  one  object — ^that  must  have  been  the  ra^nslavemmt  of  ike 
negroes  who  were  residing  with  the  SeminoU  Indians. 

It  will  be  recollected,  that  as  early  as  1785,  the  Creeks  stipnlated  by 
treaty  to  deliver  these  fagitlyes  to  the  people  of  Georgia  ;  aud  the  claims 
of  Georgia  had  been  pressed  npon  the  Creeks  np. to  the  treaty  of  Indian 
Spring,  in  1821,  when  they  paid  $250,000  for  the  fagitires,  and  thence>' 
forth  churned  them  as  their  siayes.  If  now  the  Seminoles  conld  be 
indnced  to  reunite  with  the  Greeks,  they  would  bring  their  negroes  under 
Greek  laws  and  thereby  rednslaye  them. 

Of  these  objects  the  neg^^es  had  perfect  knowledge,  and  therefore 
stipnlated  for  their  territory  to  be  holden  separate  and  apart  from  that 
of  the  Creeks.  This  arrangement  entirely  defeated  the  objects  of  the 
Admimstration  in  making  the  treaty.  The  chiefs  of  the  Creeks  learning 
tiMse  facts,  earnestly  protested  against  the  Seminoles  receiying  separate 
territory  ;  and  General  Jackson,  regarding  the  objects  of  the  treaty 
d^eated  by  the  arrangement,  permitted  it  to  remain  without  eyen  send- 
ing it  to  the  Senate  for  ratification. 

ig^,  .  The  subject  remained  in  this  situation  for  more  than  two  years. 
During  that  time  the  people  of  Georgia  and  of  Florida  appear 
to  have  become  impatient  at  the  delay  of  enslaying  these  people.  The 
dtiaens  of  Alachua  County,  Florida,  sent  a  petition  to  the  President, 
•aymg,  that  the  Seminole  Indians  were  harboring  fugitiye  slaves,  and 
supplicating  that  high  officer  to  remove  them  to  the  western  country. 

On  reading  this  petition,  the  President  endorsed  npon  it  an  order  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  dueeting  that  officer  to  inquire  into  the  facts,  and 
if  found  true,  to  inform  the  Indians  that  they  must  prepare  to  remove  to 
the  western  country.  The  iron  will  of  Jackson  was  never  known  to 
bend  to  drcumstances.  He  now  sent  the  treaty,  so  long  dormant,  to 
the  Senate  for  confirmation.  That  body,  ever  obedient  to  his  wishes, 
leamiog  that  slavery  was  involved,  proceeded  to  confirm  the  treaty, 
without  regard  to  the  compact  entered  into  by  the  commissioners  of  the 
United  States  while  in  the  western  country ;  and  the  Indians  were 
informed  by  the  President  that  they  must  emigrate,  without  any  regard 
to  their  choiu,  as  stipulated  in  the  treaty. 

The  negroes  were  now  constrained  literally  to  choose  between  war 
and  slavery.  They  at  once  prepared  for  war  ;  they  turned  their 
attention  to  collecting  ammunition  and  arms,  and  securing  provisioDs. 
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Both  Indians  and  .negroes  gave  nnmistakable  eWdenoe  of  approacbing 
hostilities. 

In  the  meantime,  Mr.  Thompson,  Indian  Agent,  informed  the  War 
Department,  that  if  the  Seminole  negroes  emigrated  west  without  a 
territory  separate  from  the  Greeks,  thej  wonld  be  enslaved  by  that  tribe. 
He  also  stated  expliciUj  that  this  constituted  their  objection  against 
emigration. 

The  Secretary  of  War,  General  Cass,  replied  without  assigning  any 
object  for  compelling  them  to  re-nnite  with  the  Greeks,  but  saying  if  they 
should  be  enslayed  ''  their  condition  would  he  no  worst  them  that  of  other 
slaves/'  To  this  the  agent  returned  for  answer  that  the  same  might  be 
said  of  the  Secretary  of  War  ;  "  if  hi  were  enslayed,  his  condition  would 
be  no  worse  than  that  of  other  slaves/' 

It  is  among  the  unpleasant  duties  of  the  historian  to  record  facts 
which  exhibit  such  moral  turpitude  in  those  who  wield  the  goyemment 
of  his  country  ;  but  th^  men  who  then  guided  the  Federal  power,  like 
all  public  men,  must  be  held  responsible  for  their  official  conduct. 

The  Maroons,  or  fugitire  slaves,  felt  the  necessity  of  giving  the  ^^^ 
Indians  an  exhibition  of  their  prowess.  Through  the  agency  of  one 
of  their  friends  in  bondage,  they  learned  that  Major  Dade  was  to  leave 
Fort  Brooke  on  a  certain  day  for  Fort  King,  about  one  hundred  and  thirty 
mOesiIistant,  through  an  unbroken  forest.  With  a  few  Indians  they 
hastened  to  intercept  their  passage,  and  the  gallant  major  and  his  bat- 
talion fell  by  the  hands  of  the  very  people  whom  Oeneral  Jackson  and 
the  Executive,  were  endeavoring  to  surrender  up  to  be  enslaved  by  the 
Creek  Indians.  As  these  persecuted  people,  on  that  bloody  field,  ceased 
from  the  work  of  death,  they  raised  a  shout  of  exultation  at  having 
avenged  the  blood  of  their  friends,  who,  twenty  years  previously,  had 
been  massacred  at  "  Blount's  Fort.''  And  as  that  first  Seminole  war 
had  been  commenced  by  a  massacre  of  blacks,  the  second  had  now  been 
inaugurated  by  a  far  less  barbarous  sacrifice  of  whites. 

The  enslavers  of  mankind  exhibit  the  same  general  traits  of  charac- 
ter, whether  they  pursue  their  vocation  on  African  or  American  Bofl. 
Those  deemed  pirates  under  our  laws  and  hanged  at  the  yard^urm  of  . 
some  ship-of-war,  for  capturing  and  enslaving  their  fellow-men  on  the 
African  coast,  have  never  excelled  in  the  refinements  of  cruelty  our 
Federal  Executive  during  the  first  six  years  of  this  Florida  war.  Under 
direction  and  approval  of  the*  President  and  Gabinet,  our  army  captnred 
and  consigned  to  interminable  slavery  more  than  five  hundred  colored 
persons  in  Florida,  at  an  expense  to  the  United  States  of  more  than 
eighty  thousand  dollars  fo9  each  individual  enslaved. 

In  carrying  on  this  war  upon  our  common  humanity^  parents  were 


^ 
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leparated  from  their  chOdreai  and  hoibaiidB  from  their  wires ;  frauds 
were  perpetrated,  solemn  treaties  were  disregarded,  flags  of  truce  were 
Tiolsfted,  the  most  solemn  covenants  repudiated,  and  men  were  merci- 
lessly butchered  because  they  preferred  liberty  to  slavery.  Yet  no 
public  officer  appeared  willing  to  expose  these  crimes,  perpetrated 
as  they  were  by  the  Ooyemment  of  which  they  were  themselves 
members.  Bat  it  is  due  to  truth  and  candor  to  say,  that  in  the 
whole  period  of  his  service  m  Cougreea,  the  author  found  no  north- 
em  member  who  understood  the  corruptions,  the  barbarities  of  that 
war ;  and  as  he  thought,  but  few  southem  members  entertained  any 
just  conceptions  of  its  turpitude.  It  was  the  practice  of  that  day  for 
the  Executive  to  send  to  the  committee  on  finance  in  each  House  esti- 
mates of  the  expense  of  carrying  on  the  war  during  the  coming  year  ; 
and  such  amounts  were  always  appropriated  without  further  investiga. 
tion.  One  of  the  consequences  resulting  from  this  mode  of  adnlimste^ 
ing  the  Government,  was  a  general  deterioration  of  public  morals ; 
frauds  and  peculations  upon  the  public  treasury  were  common  ;  and 
members  of  Congress  became  unconscious  that  moral  responsibility 
attached  to  men  in  official  station.  While  individuals  in  the  free  States 
were  ^deavoring  to  awaken  the  public  conscience  to  the  iniquities  prac- 
tised by  the  administrators  of  Oovemment,  those  in  fiivor  of  slavery 
proclaimed  their  necessity,  and  insisted  that  they  were  harmless. 
^3g^.  At  the  opening  of  the  twenty-fourth  Congress,  Oeneral  Jack- 
son, in  his  annual  message,  referred  to  the  anti-slavery  publications 
in  the  free  States,  declared  they  were  "  calaUaUd  to  stir  up  insurreetions 
mnd  produce  all  lAe  horrors  ofdvil  war.''  He  asserted  they  were  opposed 
to  kumanUff  amd  religion,  and  in  violation  of  the  coNsnnrnoN  and  of 
HU  compromises  on  wkieh  the  Union  was  founded."  However  absurd 
these  ideas  may  appear,  we  cannot  disguise  the  fact  that  the  President 
was  sincere  in  their  utterance,  however  much  that  admission  may  detract 
fh>m  his  presumed  intelligence. 

He  had,  from  the  time  of  his  first  election,  endeavored  to  reward  his 

triads  and  punish  his  enemies  in  the  distribution  of  the  Executive 

.  patronage.    To  obtain  his  favor,  public  men  reiterated  his  opinions  and 

eulogized  his  statesmanship.    Senators  now  responded  to  his  attack  upoa 

the  anti-slavery  peofde  of  the  free  States. 

Mr.  Morris,  of  Ohio,  presented  several  petitions  from  that  State, 
praying  the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the  skve  trade  in  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

Mr.  Caihonn  objected  to  their  reception,  declaring  that  Congress  had 
y  no  jurisdiction  of  ike  svijeet, 

Mr*  Buchanan,  of  Pennsylvania,  spoke  of  the  philanthropists  of  the 
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northern  States  as  **  fttnal^cs  f  declared  it  woald  be  "  mffraUy  tn^ong  to 
aboUsk  slavery  in  the  Distrid  ef  Cokmbia,"  iniiBted  that  the  "  Ocnr 
gtitntion  had  in  the  dearest  possible  manner  vecogniBed  the  sight  of 
property  in  slaves,"  and  declared  he  "would  do  nothing  to  distort)  that 
right.''  He  did  not  explam  what  he  meant  bj  the  G<Ma8titation  having 
reeogmzed  slavery  ;  nor  did  he  define  whether  it  had  racogniaed  davecf 
in  any  other  sense  than  it  had  recognind  "  piracy  "  or  *'  felony."  Bat* 
iermi  were  then  resorted  to  fot  the  pnipoee  of  deception*  And  the  feed- 
ing of  hatred  which  he  manifested  towards  those  northern  Obristians  aid 
phiknthropists,  who  were  endeavoring  to  liberate  the  sla79s  in  the  Dis* 
trict  of  Colombia ;  to  **do  unto  them  ae  ttey  ^oould  ham  others  do  to 
theiMdves/*  was  wholly  inexplicable,  inaamnch  as  he  himself  was  a  mem- 
b^  of  a  professedly  Christicm  chorch,  as  well  as  of  the  democratic  party, 
and  exerted  much  inflnence  with  his  aasociatea  both  in  fihorch  and 
atate. 

Mr.  Benton,  of  Miasonri,  was  also  a  leading  member  of  the  same 
party— ^an  able,  earnest  man,  industrious  in  his  habits  and  determined  in 
his  purposes.  '  He  was,  however,  diatlnguished  for  a  degree  of  self-com- 
placency, seldom  connected  with  great  moral  worth ;  and  in  his  pr^n- 
dices  he  was  inexorable.  He  was  said  never  to  yield  an  opinion  or  for> 
give  an  enemy.  He  t^aracterized  the  abolitionists  as  "  incendiaries,'' 
**  agitators,"  ''  men  seeking  to  obtam  their  ends  by  Habolieal  means.*^ 

This  resort  to  declamation,  to  the  use  of  epithets,  and  denunciation 
against  the  advocates  of  liberty,  constitnted  the  only  supposed  justifica- 
tion of  slavery.  This  practice  among  statesmen  exerted  great  infltienee 
upon  the  popular  mind.  It  created  a  general  hostility  towards  all  who 
dared  reiterate  the  undying  truths  that  slaves,  in  common  with  fte 
human  family,  have  and  hM  from  M«  Creator  «  right  to  Ufe  mad 
Kberty. 

But  Mr.  Leigh,  of  Yhrginia,  was  distmgoished  for  his  reasoniBg 
powers.  Indeed,  he  was  regarded  as  an  exponent  of  ^hat  was  then 
called  ^^Vtrginia  ahstraetums/'  TJnwilBng  to  use  epithets  and  denunci»* 
tions,  he  endeavored  to  place  the  subject  before  the  country  in  a  logical 
form,  asserting — 

**  Firstly.  Congress  has  110  more  power  to  abolidi  slavery  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  than  the  L^slatnres  of  Yirginia  and  Maryland,  from 
which  the  District  was  taken,  have  to  abolish  it  in  those  States. 

**  Second.  As  slaves  a/re  property ,  the  LegidatureB  of  those  States  have 
no  right  to  abolish  the  master's  title  by  which  he  holds  them.  TXsrv- 
fort,  Congress  can  have  no  authority  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  Diatriat 
of  Columbia." 
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The  delmte  ooeopied  the  Senate  dniiDg  the  momiDg  hour  for  more 
than  two  months,  and  no  Senator  from  the  free  States,  doring  that  pro- 
tracted discossion,  asserted  or  reiterated  the  truth  that  "  men  hold  their 
Tight  to  life  and  liberty  from  the  Creator.^  No  one  denied  the  l^itiniate 
power  of  human  goyemments  to  enslaye  and  mnrder  innocent  persons. 
No  Senator  denied  the  legitimate  powers  of  Congress  to  authorise  one 
class  of  men  to  hold,  flog,  abuse,  and  murder  another  portion  of  tiie 
human  family.  No  one  denied  that  the  will  of  Congress  and  the  Presi- 
dent expressed  in  the  form  of  a  statute  would  impose  upon  innocent 
persons  a  moral  obUgaiion  to  submit  to  be  held,  flogged,  enslaved,  and 
murdered.  The  elementary  (ffindples  of  goyemment,  as  taught  by  phi- 
losophers, by  publicists,  by  jurists,  in  both  Europe  and  America,  seemed 
to  be  forgotten.  But  on  taking  the  vote,  a  large  majority  was  found  to 
be  in  favor  of  nedxmg  the  petitions. 

The  political  partisans  of  the  House  of  Representatives  were  not 
behind  those  of  the  Senate  in  their  efforts  to  attach  opprobrium  to  all 
who  insisted  that  justiu  was  equally  due  to  ail  men.  They  spoke  with 
great  contempt  of  those  who  believed  that  all  men  were  equally  entitled 
to  /t«e,  to  protect  and  cherish  life.  These  efforts  in  Congress  having 
been  constant  and  long  continued,  necessarily  affected  the  popular  mind 
of  the  North  as  well  as  of  the  South.  Men  were  educated  to  believe  that 
shivery  was  just  and  proper  ;  that  Congress  and  the  Federal  Government 
were  bound  by  the  Constitution  to  support  it,  and  they  now  looked  upon 
all  who  denied  these  propositions  as  uninformed,  ignorant,  and  bigoted. 
The  popular  mind  was  directed  to  the  theory  that  slavery  had  been  in- 
stituted by  Deity,  and  was  to  be  sustained  and  cherished  as  an  institution 
of  heaven,  and  those  who  opposed  it  were  characterized  as  ^^famoHei^^ 
and  ^[infddsP  The  advocates  of  oppression  admitted  that  many  evils 
were  attendant  on*  slavery,  and  that  Ood  would  do  it  away  in  His  own 
good  time  ;  but  they  proclaimed — "  He  will  smite  those  who  put  forth 
their  hand  to  steady  this  ark  of  His  Providence.'' 
jg^^  In  the  House  of  Representatives  memorials  were  also  presented, 
praying  the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia.  Yet  no  member  of  that  body  advocated  the  proposed 
measure.  The  highest  ground  assumed  by  any  one  was  that  the  petitions 
should  be  received  and  respectfhlly  referred  to  the  appropriate  com- 
mittees. 

Southern  members  insisted  that  they  ^ould  be  rejected  without 
debate ;  that  they  should  not  even  be  read ;  but  treated  with  that 
detestation  which  was  due  to  men  who  would  endanger  the  Union  by 
sending  such  memorials  to  Congress. 
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The  SQlipfect  was  Teferred  to  a  select  committee,  of  which  Mr.  Pinck- 
nej,  of  Soath  Carolina,  was  chairman.  He  reported  three  resolntionsy 
tiie  first  of  which  asserted  that  Congress  possessed  no  constitational 
power  to  interfere  with  slavery  in  the  States. 

The  second  declared  it  wonld  be  ionmg  to  interfere  with  darerj  in  the 
District  of  Colombia. 

The  third  declared  that  all  petitions  and  papers  relating  to  slavery 
should  be  hiid  on  the  table  vMoui  debak. 

The  committee  had  been  selected  bj  a  democratic  Speaker.  A  major- 
ity of  members  belonged  to  that  party,  and  looked  npon  this  movement 
as  calculated  to  give  iclai  to  that  organization.  They  were  nnwilling  to 
be  sorpassed  in  their  snpport  of  slavBry.  Southern  Whigs  objected  to 
this  report  as  too  tame.  Mr.  Wise,  of  Yii^nia,  led  off  in  behalf  of 
Whig  slaveholders.  He  was  comparatively  a  young  member.  To  say 
he  was  impulsive,  would  do  injustice  to  that  unpremeditated  vehemence 
which  characterized  his  action  in  Congress.  He  possessed  a  rich  imagi- 
nation, which  seemed  to  lead  him  captive  without  the  ordinary  restrain- 
ing influences  of  judgment.  He  sought  to  raise  himself  to  distinction, 
not  by  his  own  moral  excellence,  but  by  the  exposure  of  the  errors  which 
his  op|K>nents  cherished. 

He  denounced  the  resolutions  as  tame,  inefficient,  and  of  no  possible 
utility ;  said  they  tacitly  admitted  that  Congress  had  the  power  to 
abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  which  he  solemnly  and 
peremptorily  denied. 

The  resolutions,  however,  were  adopted  ;  and  the  right  of  petition 
was  suppressed  in  the  House  of  Representatives  for  that  time. 

Mr.  Calhoun  now  attempted  to  carry  that  despotism  which  always 
attends  slavery  one  step  farther.  He  reported  from  a  select  committee 
ai^pointed  for  that  purpose,  a  bOl  declaring  "  it  unlawful  for  any  deputy- 
postmaster  to  put  into  the  mail  any  pamphlet,  newspaper,  handbill,  or 
pictorial  representation,  directed  to  any  person  resident  of  a  dave  State 
where,  by  the  laws  of  such  State,  the  circulation  of  such  pamphlets  or 
newspapers  were  prohibited  by  law,''  and  also  prohibiting  the  deputy- 
postmaster  in  such  slave  States  from  distributmg  such  pamphlet,  news* 
paper,  &c.,  unless  authorized  by  law  of  such  State. 

The  report  was  received  with  unusual  solemnity,  as  the  attention  of 
the  President,  both  Houses  of  Congress,  the  democratic  party,  and  the 
southern  portion  of  the  whig^party,  were  committed  to  the  policy  of 
suppressing  all  discussion  of  slavery. 

But  an  insuperable  difficulty  now  intervened  to  thwart  this  purpose. 
Mr.  Calhoun  had  insisted  upon  the  right  of  a  State  to  secede  from  the ' 
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VnioD  wbenever  hfir  people  efaorid  feel  it  for  their  interest.  Cknenil 
Jaokaon  denied  this  doctrine,  and  wai  eoftained  bj  the  d^noeratic 
party. 

Mr.  Calhoon  still  felt  oonstreined  to  aanrt  the  sovereignt j  of  tiie 
States  ;  and  therefore,. in  framing  the  bill,  made  the  legislation  of  Oon- 
gress  dependent  on  State  action,  as  the  provisions  of  the  bill  only 
applied  U>  ikote  Siates  which  $ioMprohihU  the  droiUaiitm  of  incendiary 
pamphietM,  newspapers,  &c.,  while  the  followers  of  the  President  insisted 
that  the  United  States  had  fiill  power  to  prohibit  the  circalation  of  each 
pamphlets,  Ac,,  wUhoui  an/y  oMutaauear  eonemU  of  the  Staie  governmenit; 
and  n^tber  party  yielding  its  porition,  the  biU  was  lost. 

These  derelopments  in  favor  of  the  right  of  a  State  to  nollify  im 
act  of  Congress,  led  the  older  and  more  experienced  statesmen  to  uider- 
atand  very  satisiiACtcHily  the  interior  designs  of  Mr.  Calhoun  and  his 
friends. 

^3g^j  So  far  as  we  are  informed,  Mr.  Oalhoan,  Mr.  Webster,  and 
the  leading  statesmen  of  botii  parties  of  that  day,  north  and 
sonth,  belieyed,  that  the  antagonisms  of  liberty  and  slayery;  Jostice  and 
iqinstice,  virtne  and  crime,  right  and  wrong,  might  be  reeonciled,  sup- 
ported and  cherished  by  the  same  government,  at  the  same  time,  and  hy 
the  same  enactments.  All  the  leadmg  men  of  both  whig  and  democratic 
parties  emulated  each  other  in  efforts  to  make  the  people  beUeve  this 
theory.  They  all  united  in  averting  that  those  who  founded  the  gorem- 
ment,  intended  to  maintain  these  moral,  political,  and  religious  antago- 
liismsii  If  any  public  men  were  at  that  time  conscious  that  our  Federal 
OoYemment  had  been  constitnted  entirely  for  the  support  of  freedom, 
leaving  aUrerj^entirdy  with  the  Staies,  ihej  lacked  the  moral  conrage 
necessary  to  avow  sodi  doctrine. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  the  leading  statesman  and  msflter-qnrit  of  the  eia?e 
power,  appears  to  have  taken  as  the  basis  of  his  theory,  the  doctrine 
that  sloMry  is  right.  Commendng  with  this  predicate,  he  was  eoD- 
atrained  to  discard  the  theories  of  European  and  American  writers,  and 
to  find  a  basis  for  human  governments,  not  in  the  wUl  of  the  Creator^ 
nor  in  the  natural  laws,  nor  in  the  rights  of  hnman  nature,  nor  in  the 
attrilmtes  of  Deity,  but  in  the  conJUeting  interests  of  mankind,  which  mmM 
be  restrained  oMd  regulated  in  order  to  maintain  society. 

From  this  theory  all  who  adhered  to  the  doctrines  of  the  Declaratioii 

of  Independence  must,  of  neeessity,  have  dissented.    The  two  parties^ 

taking  their  departure  from  different  ai^d  conflicting  predicates,  coold 

not  unite  either  in  theory  or  in  practice.    They  did  not  unite  after  17  93, 

*  the  period  at  which  the  Federal  Oovemment  first  became  involved  in  the 
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eappfxct  of  davery,  wUdi  nerer  oontfiftated  a  kgttimftte  Aibjeet  for  oon- 
gressional  legislatioa.  From  that  day  there  was  no  anion  in  onr  natioiiftl 
conndls ;  no  onion  between  the  slare  and  firee  States.  There  neier 
was  and  never  can  be  either  moral  or  political  nnion  between  the  sup-* 
forUrs  of  freedomyBXid  those  wko  maitUain  davery.  Heaoe  the  constant 
and  nnceasing  dissentions  in  Congress. 

It  had  become  evident  to  sontfaeim  statesmen  that  freedom  of  debate 
and  the/ight  of  petition  most  be  pnt  down,  or  slav^  most  fall  befooe 
tlie  tide  of  civilization.  Mr.  Calhoim's  oontipmplated  law  prohibiting  the 
circolation  of  certain  newspapers,  pamphlets,  and  periodicals  through 
the  mail  had  failed,  becanse  he  admitted  that  Congress  coald  onlj  pro- 
luhat  soch  papers,  pamphlets,  and  periodicak  as  iht  laws  of  the  Staies  on- 
tiorvud.  Bat  the  p<^alar  feeling  In  the  slave  States  now  exeonted  the 
contemplated  law  bj  mob  violence.  Postmasters  in  sonthem  vills^es 
were  told  what  papers  thej  mi^t,  and  soch  as  they  might  not  distribnte. 
The  L^islatares  of  North  Carolina,  Sonth  Carolina,  Alabama,  and  Qeoir- 
gia  adopted  resolntions  calimg  on  the  Legislatares  of  the  free  States  to 
prohibit  the  sliding  of  incendiary  docom^ts  into  the  slave  States. 

Maine  was  the  only  free  State  that  responded  to  Ihis  appeal.  Her 
L^isUture  expressed  great  sympathy  with  the  slave  States  ;  bat  boast- 
lidly  asserted  that  it  were  onnecessary  to  pass  laws  restraining  h^r  peo- 
ple, as  there  were  no  aboUtiomsts  among  them.  Senator  Raggles  pre- 
aented  these  resolntions  to  the  Senate,  declaring  they  had  been  adopted 
by  a  onanimoos  vote  of  the  Legislatnre  of  that  sovereign  State. 

The  people  of  Arkansas  had  formed  a  constitntion  prohibiting  her 
Lq^tare  frran  pasnng  any  la^  for  the  emancipation  of  slaves  ;  and 
having  also  formed  a  State  government,  now  asked  admission  to  the 
Union.  Memorials  from  other  States  were  also  presented,  asking  Con- 
gress not  to  admit  Arkansas  nntil  this  artide  shoald  be  stricken  frt>m 
her  constitntion.  The  memorials  were  all  referred  ;  but  the  committed 
reported  in  favor  of  admitting  her  as  a  State,  notwithstanding  the  objee- 
tionable  feature  in  her  constitution.  The  rep<»rt  was  agreed  to,  and  the 
State  admitted. 

Mr.  Adams,  notwithstanding  the  adaption  of  the  resolutions  offered 
by  Mr.  Pindcney,  continaed  faithfolly  to  present  petitions  intmsted  to 
his  care,  with  all  the  formality  which  had  been  observed  in  the  earlier 
sad  better  days  of  the  RepuMic.  This  excited  great  indignation  among 
aoothern  members;  bat  his  great  ability,  his  consummate  knowledge  of  aU 
Ihe  machinery  of  government,  and  his  perfect  familiarity  with  sonthem 
character,  enabled  him  to  maintain  his  position.  He  was  the  "Mar-, 
{dot"  of  the  slave  power.    While  sonthem  members  feared  his  consom- 
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mate  tad  and  aekoowledged  ablKty,  thejfelt  the  necessity  of  panljmg 
his  inftnence. 

188T.]  ^°  ^^  ^  February,  Mr.  Adams  being  in  possession  of  ^the 
floor,  and  having  presented  several  petitions,  addressing  the 
Speaker  said,  he  held  the  petition  of  twenty-two  persons,  calling  them- 
selves' "  slaves,"  and  he  desired  to  understand  whether  the  Speaker 
regarded  sach  petitions  as  coming  under  the  role  by  which  other  petitions 
touching  slavery  were  hud  upon  the  table  7 

The  Speaker  very  properly  answered,  that  he  could  not  determine  that 
question  until  he  should  peruse  the  petition. 

Mr.  Adams  replied,  that  if  he  sent  the  petition  to  the  Clerk's  table,  it 
would  be  in  possession  of  the  House  ;  if  he  sent  it  to  the  Speaker,  thai 
officer  will  see  its  contents.  ''  The  petition,"  said  he,  "pwyorts  to  cam 
from  sloMs,  and  is  one  of  those  which  has  occurred  to  my  mind  as  not 
being  what  it  puiports,"  and  he  dosed  by  saying^he  "  taould  send  U  to 
ik€  Chair  P  \ 

Mr.  Lawler,  of  Alabama,  objected  to  its  going  i!b  -the  Chair,  and 
desired  that  his  objections  might  be  entered  on  the  journal. 

The  Speaker  declared  the  case  so  extraordinary  that  he  would  take 
the  sense  of  the  House  upon  it.  He  believed  it  the  first  instance  in  the 
Government  where  persons  not  frp^  had  presented  petitions  to  that 
body. 

l^e  members  now  understood  that 'Mr.  Adams  had  presenUd,  or 
attempted  to  prexmt^  a  petition  from  slaves  ;  and  they  at  once  became 
excited,  without  waiting  to  inquire  as  to  facts. 

Mr.  Haynes,  of  Georgia,  rose  to  express  his  profound  astonishment 
that 'any  member  should  presume  to  present  such  a  petition. 

Mr.  Lewis,  of  Alabama,  thought  the  House  should  severely  punish 
tiie  infraction  of  its  rules  ;  and  caQed  on  members  fh>m  the  slave  States 
to  eome  forward  and  demand  punishment  of  the  gentieman  from  Massa- 
chusetts. 

Mr.  Alford,  of  Georgia,  hoped  the  petition  would  be  committed  to  the 
flames.  There  must  be  an  end  to  these  attempts  to  raise  excitements,  or 
the  Union  must  come  to  an  end. 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  South  Carolina,  next  presented  a  resolution,  declar- 
ing that  in  presenting  a  petition  purporting  to  come  from  slaves^  Mr. 
Adams  had  grossly  violated  the  dignity  of  the  House,  and  should  be 
brought  to  the  bar  to  receive  the  severe  censure  of  the  Speaker. 

Mr.  Thompson  was  a  Whig,  and  evidentiy  desirous  of  maintaining  the 
character  of  that  party  for  its  devotion  to  slavery.  He  proceeded  to 
•say  there  was  such  aa  institution  m  the  District  of  Columbia  as  a  grand 
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jury,  and  intimated  very  distinctly  that  if  the  geBtlemaa  from  ^aasachu- 
setts  shoald  persist  in  Ids  present  coarse,  he  would  be  indicted  far  stirring 
up  insurrection. 

Mr.  Granger,  of  New  York,  was  the  first  member  to  q>eak  from  the 
free  States.  He  was  a  man  of  edncation  and  wealth,  exerting  an  influ- 
ence in  the  Honse  of  Bepresentatiyes  as  well  as  in  his  State  ;  bat  more 
distinguished  for  his  readiness  of  debate  than  for  his  indostrj  or  states* 
manship.  He  declared  that  he  had  been  a  friend  to  Mr.  Adams ;  but 
was  now  greatly  sarprised  at  that  gentleman's  course.  He  farther  stated 
his  oi^)Osition  to  the  abolition  of  sUvcery  in  the  District  of  Columbia  while 
Miryland  maintained  the  institution.  By  this  time  sonthern  members 
became  excited,  and  with  knitted  brows,  seemed,  impatient  to  wreak 
their  vengeance  on  Mr.  Adams. 

Mr.  Lewis  now  presented  a  resolution  as  a  sabstitnte  for  that  offered 
by  Mr.  Thompson,  dtelaring  "  that  in  attempting  to  introduce  a  petition 
coming  from  slaves,  praying  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the,  District  of 
Cohmbia,  Mr.  Adams  had  committed  an  outrage  upon  the  rights  and 
feelings  of  the  people  of  the  Union,  had  invited  the  slave  population  of 
the  South  to  insurrection."  • 

While  these  proceedings  were  in  progress,  the  distingoished  object  of 
this  unusual  outpouring  of  indignation,  remained  quietly  in  his  seat, 
smiling  at  the  ludicrous  exhibition  before  him.  But  that  indignation  was 
greatiy  intensified  when  he  rose  and  coolly  suggested  to  the  gentleman 
from  Alabama  (Mr.  Lewis)  the  propriety  of  amending  his  resolution  in 
that  part  which  alleged  that  the  petition  prayed  for  the  abolition  of 
slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  "  It  prays,''  said  he,  "  for  no  such 
thing.  The  gentleman  will  find  that  it  prays  that  slavery  may  not  be 
abolished  in  this  District.  These  slaves  are  the  gentieman's  aoxiliariea, 
instead  of  his  opponents." 

Mr.  Mann,  of  New  York,  addressed  the  House.  He  was  somewhat 
distmguished  As  a  lawyer,  possessing  a  high  order  of  talent,  as  well  as  , 
great  integrity  of  purpose.  His  exordium  was  literally  prophetic. 
"  The  future  historian,"  said  he,  "  when  arriving  at  the  twenty-foorth 
Congress,  will  find  it  requisite  to  pause  and  contemplate  the  spectacle 
now  before  the  American  people."  He  next  deprecated  the  course  of 
Mr.  Adams,  and,  repeating  the  arguments  used  by  southern  slaveholders, 
he  declared  the  only  question  before  the  House  was  this  :  "  WUl  north- 
ern men  live  up  to  their  conirad  7  As  for  me  and  my  household,  my 
constituents  and  friends,  I  say,  without  reservation,  we  will,"  * 

*  Twenty  jrean  mbtaquentlar,  Mr.  Hum  was  a  member  of  the  Repoblican  Oonrentlon  whldi  mth 
a*  PtUflbarg,  Penn^yWuiU,  wbere  (he  auttior,  alBo  a  menber,  found  Um  an  ardent  and  doroled  aap 
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Some  fiiends  of  Ifr,  Adimfl  had  gone  to  liis  seat  and  read  the 
petition^  and  learning  its  real  character,  with  lees  Bolemmtj'  than  aoalih» 
em  members  thought  becoming  the  occasion,  intimated  that  the  petittoB 
was  of  a  totally  different  character  from  that  which  seemed  to  be 
attriboted  to  it. 

At  this  si^^^estlon^  Mr.  IRiampeoii  ii|ipears  to  haTe  hem  deeply 
mored.  He  said  he  was  "sorry  to  witaeas  the  kTity  which  waa 
aittempted  to  be  tfartiwn  over  the  subject  Is  it  a  mere  trifle  to  hoax 
members  from  the  South  f  (said  he)  to  trriiaie  aimoH  to  madnes*  tki 
mHre  ddegaiion  from  the  dave  Stain  V  To  this  Mr.  Adams,  remaiD* 
ing  in  his  seat,  replied :  **  I  hope  I  may  not  be  held  responsible  for  all 
the  follies  of  southern  members," 

Mr.  Thompson  then  amended  his  resolution,  divfdiBg  it  into  three 
separate  propositions,  declaring — 

let.  That  the  Hon.  John  Qnincy  Adams,  by  an  effort  to  present  a 
petition  from  slaves,  has  committed  a  contempt  of  this  Hoose. 

2d.  That  by  creating  the  impression  that  said  petition  was  for  the 
abolition  of  slayery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  he  has  trifled  with  the 
House.  • 

8d«  That  he  be  censured  by  the  House  for  his  conduct. 

Mr.  Pickens,  of  South  Carolina,  addressed  the  House  in  fkror  of  the 
resolutions  of  Mr.  Thompson.  He  was  a  man  of  intellect,  a  follower  of 
Mr.  Calhoun.  Although  vehement  and  unpleasant  in  his  manner  of 
speaking,  he  was  listened  to  with  great  respect,  and  was  among  the 
leading  men  of  his  State.  He  declared  that  the  great  error  lay  in  the 
resolution  prohibiting  the  reading  or  reference  of  anti-slayery  petitions, 
which  shouM  hare  excluded  them  from  preiientation,  yet  the  House  waa 
bound  to  protect  its  own  dignity. 

Mr.  CambrelHng,  of  New  fork,  was  more  cautious. '  He  was  a  quiet, 
shrewd  man,  always  retaining  his  dignity  of  deportment,  never  speaking 
<m  any  subject  which  he  £d  not  understand.  He  told  fhe  House  dis- 
tinctly that  the  petition  was  itself  a  hoax,  which  was  probably  better 
nnderstood  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  than  by  his  assailants. 

Mr.  Gushing,  of  Massachusetts,  near  the  doee  of  the  second  day  spent 
on  this  subject,  declared  that  his  venerable  colleague  had  neither  in  word 
nor  deed  oflended  against  parliamentary  law  or  the  rules  of  the  House. 
Ho  said  he  would  not  say  one  word  in  relation  to  the  resolution,  but  he 
would  appeal  to  southern  men  "  to  define  their  position  V    To  say  in 

porter  of  thodocirfiMtfrlilclibeioiCrwislrdcpracatod  In  1887.  Os  aMBtel  tnerglM  oooM  noi  b« 
ratnined  hj  political  ooosldentloDs  from  mulnUlnlnf  th«  right,  nor  hb  coaictoBoe  pMAljied  b7 
tfsnhoiaiigliilliMioe.    HklMt  days  were  llt«iJ|j]iii&«K^ii9«.  / 
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definite  langaage  wbetiier  they  intended  to  pxadA  members  for  ester- 
taining  opiuioiis  dHferent  from  iMr  own  ?  He  wished  '*to  midentfimd 
whether  members  were  to  be  expelled  ft>r  presenting  petitions  evmfram 
tia/vaP 

Bitt  slayeholding  memben  had  become  ezdted,  and  were  not  in  a 
condition  to  listen  to  either  faets  or  aiganlente.  They  continned  to 
anail  Mr.  Adams  with  great  bitteriinB. 

For  three  days  the  storm  raged.  Dnrii^  that  time,  the  distingnished 
olgect  of  this  persecntion  remained  in  his  seat,  cidmly  listenii^  to  the 
aasanlts  made  apon  him  as  though  he  were  one  of  the  most  disinterested 
members  of  the  body.  He  took  no  notes  of  what  was  said  or  done, 
apparently  feeling  no  anxiety  on  the  subject.  Bat  when  the  foror  b^aa 
to  snbside,  he  rose  to  address  the  Honas.  His  age,  his  experience  and 
high  position  commanded  attention.  He  was  cool  and  eo^lected.  He 
made  no  excuses,  nor  did  he  apologise  for  his  conrse  of  action.  He 
declared  that  from  the  first  it  was  his  intention  to  raise  the  question 
whether  slaves  may  petition  the  House.  The  Constitntion  had  declared 
that  ''iht  right  ofpetiiUn  $koM  nosr  U  abridged." 

The  right  is  from  nature,  and  is  common  to  the  race  of  mankind. 
Erery  individaal  may  snf^olicate  those  around  him,  his  superiors,  or  may 
ask  the  proudest  monarch  that  treads  the  earth  for  justice.  Indeedi  he 
biay  send  up  his  petitions  to  the  Crei^r  of  worlds,  to  the  common  Father 
oi  us  all  for  mercy.  This  (said  he)  is  the  right  which  the  Constitntion 
says  ''shall  not  be  abridged."  We  cannot  exclude  the  petition  of  the 
neaaest  slaye,  without  Yiolatiag  the  Constitution.  He  spoke  with  app^^^ 
rent  feeling,  and  a  solemnity  perraded  the  minds  of  all. 

HaTmg  obtained  control  of  the  feelkigs  of  his  audience,  he  turned 
iqion  his  persecutors,  i^ke  of  the  spkit  manifested  by  them,  of  th» 
epithets  which  they  had  used ;  then  he  becamo  facetious,  ridiculed  the 
inqietuous  desire  to  punish  him  brfore  tiiey  knew  whereof  they  accused 
him,  conyulsed  the  House  with  laughter  at  the  literature  of  leiLding  men 
who  sought  his  overthrow;  and  then  exposed  the  stupidity  of  Mr.  Thomp* 
son,  who  had  threatened  him  with  an  mdietraent  by  the  grand  jury  of  the 
District  of  Columbia ;  and  hdd  up  to  contempt  the  statesman  who  per> 
formed  his  official  duties  under  fear  of  a  grand  jury;  and  closed  by 
saying  he  had  nothing  to  retract;  he  took  bade  no  word  he  had 
uttered ;  but  assured  the  House  he  would  do  the  same  thing  again, 
should  occasion  offer. 

This  defiance  of  the  slave  power  was  unexpected.  The  oldest  members 
of  the  body  had  never  witnessed  such  boldness,  such  heroism,  on  the^ 
part  of  "^y  northern  member.   Shiveholders  and  those  acting  with  them 
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were  eyidently  disi^pointed  and  humbled.  They  now  began  to  nalia» 
that  there  wa£  a  power  behind  and  above  that  of  Congress  and  of  party; 
they  feared  the  indignation  of  the  people,  and  rejected  the  resolntioaa  by 
an  overwhelming  majority. 

Mr.  Adams  was  now  yindicated.  He  had  maintained  his  doctrines, 
and  the  people  of  the  free  States  were  load  in  his  praise. 

Bat  oar  Goyernmeut  was  not  satisfied  with  snstaining  slavery  within 
oar  own  borders.  The  government  of  Mexico  had  decreed  the  abolition 
of  slavery  in  all  its  intendencies.  Texas  would  not  submit  to  this  decreeu 
She  rose  in  re1)ellion  rather  than  submit  to  this  advance  of  civilization. 
The  Executive  sympathized  with  the  Texans :  our  army,  at  that  time 
stationed  upon  our  southwestern  frontier,  entered  Texas  with  the 
apparent  design  of  assisting  her  troops  against  the  Mexican  army ;  while 
a  host  of  adventurers  from  our  skve  States  hastened  to  Texas  wiUi  arms 
in  their  hands,  professing  to  emigrate  for  the  purpose  of  settling  upon  the 
rich  lands  of  that  State. 

The  Mexican  minister  remonstrated.  The  Secretary  of  War  replied 
that  **  ov/r  army  was  sent  to  Texas  in  order  to  defend  our  own  frontier 
against  the  Indiams,^  The  minister  demanded  his  passport,  and  left 
the  United*  States.  This  was  the  Commencement  of  that  intrigue 
by  which  Texas  was  eventually  brought  into  the  Union  as  a  slave 
State,  in  order  to  extend  the  influence  of  slavery  and  perpetuate  its 
existence. 

But  while  the  spirit  of  oppression  had  succeeded  in  diverting  our 
Government  from  the  support  of  freedom,  and  had  prostituted  its  powers 
to  the  encouragement  and  impport  of  slavery,  the  cause  of  truth  and 
justice  was  slowly  operating  upon  the  statesmen  of  other  nations. 
Britain  had  emancipated  her  bondmen  of  the  West  Indies  ;  and  those 
beautifal  islands  became  the  homes  of  freemm ;  and  the  influence  of 
advancing  freedom  was  felt  by  the  people  of  our  slave  States,  and  soon 
presented  questions  for  international  correspondence  between  the  British 
and  American  Governments. 

Several  slave  ships  from  our  northern  slaveholding  States  were 
wrecked  npon  British  islands,  while  making  their  way  around  the  penin- 
sula of  Florida,  and  the  slaves  landed  on  British  soil  became  free,  >nd 
when  under  the  protection  of  ISritish  laws,  they  refused  to  return  to 
bondage. 

Mr.  Calhoun  brought  the  subject  before  the  Senate,  by  presenting 
certain  propositions  which  he  deemeid  declarative  of  'international 
law."  The  first  of  which  was,  that  an  American  ship,  sailing  from  one 
American  port  to  another,  was  not  liable  to  search.     The  ^second 
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dedared  that  a  sHip  driyen  bj  stress  of  weatber  into  a  friendlj  port, 
carries  with  ber  tbe  rights  and  privileges  which  she  enjoyed  whil^  on  the 
Ugh  seas. 

The  object  of  these  resolntions  was  to  change  that  principle  in  the 
law  of  nations  which  recognises  the  sorereigntj  and  laws  of  every  govem- 
ment  over  its  territory,  harbors  and  waters,  within  a  marine  leagae  of 
the  shore. 

Nor  should  we  at  this  day  smile  derisively  at  this  attempt  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  by  resolution  to  change  the  law  of 
nations,  which  is  nothing  more  and  nothing  less  than  the  dictates  of  that 
immntable  justice  which  is  supposed  to  be  the  outbreathing  of  the  Divine* 
will.  The  slaveholdmg  influence  had  led  our  own  Government  to  depart 
from  and  disr^^ard  that  will  of  the  Creator ;  and  ambitious  slaveholders 
believed  that  other  governments  might  be  subjected  to  the  same  influ- 
ences. The  resolutions  were  adopted,  and  the  President  called  on  for 
the  correspondence  between  our  Government  and  that  of  England  on  tbe 
subject  of  slaves  wrecked  on  British  islands.  The  President  transmitted 
to  the  Senate  copies  of  the  correspondence,  from  which  it  appeared  that 
British  Ministers  refused  to  accede  to  the  dogma  that  slaves  were  property. 
British  officers  and  Government  regarded  human  beings  as  persons,  in- 
capable of  being  transformed  into  property,  and  they  refused  to  com- 
pensate tfiose  dealers  in  human  flesh.  ' 

This  position  of  the  British  Ministers  was  the  more  alarming  and 
dangerous  to  the  slave  interest,  because  it  was  in  exact  accordance  with 
the  decision  of  our  ^ouse  of  B.epresentatives,  made  in  the  case  of 
"  lyAutrieve,"  nine  years  previously,  and  on  the  motion  to  refer  the  sub- 
ject, Mr.  Calhoun  took  occasion  to  state  that  two  ships,  the  "  Comet '' 
and  the  "  Encomium,"  had  been  wrecked  on  British  islands,  and  their 
slaves  set  free  under  British  laws.  He  then  declared  that  British 
ministers  had  adopted  one  principle  which  it  was  scarcely  credible  that 
80  intelligent  a  government  could  assome.  He  referred  to  the  princfple 
that  "  there  could  not  he  property  in  persons  f  such  doctrine,  he  declared, 
insolting  to  our  Government,  and  would  strike  at  the  independence  of 
oar  country.  He  then  attempted  to  maintain  the  right  of  one  man  to 
the  body  and  services  of  another,  by  pharging  Great  Britam  with 
hypocrisy.  The  principle  (said  he)  which  would  abrogate  the  property 
of  one  man  in  the  body  of  another,  would  abrogate  the  right  of  one 
nation  to  govern  another.  If  man  by  nature  has  the  right  to  self- 
government,  have  not  nations  an  equal  right  ? 
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But  Mr.  Galhoim's  olject  appean  to  haye  beea  iMrelj  to  call  pnUie 
•tteation  to  the  sabject^  and  to  place  hk  own  views  aod  those  of  the 
Senate  before  our  people  and  the  British  Ministry.  There  were  no  for- 
ther  proceedings  had  on  the  sabject  at  that  time ;  bat  as  it  afterwards 
eame  np  on  different  occaaionsy  we  shall  notice  tha  prooeedinga  m  tbeir 
vegolar  order. 


TEm  xwwiT-9pa9  QmfqpKfi^,  Uf 


CHAPTER  vn. 

THX  GAG-BULES  DrrRODCCED  AND  ADOFTKD— BVFOiOr  TO  OBANQC  THE  CHAB- 
ACTEB  OF  THE  OOYIBBNMSNT — ^ATTEMPTS  TO  GHABGE  THE  AEn-SLAVERT 
MEN  WITH  EFFOBTS  TO  "VIOIATE   THE   CONSimmON. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  was  inaiigarated  President  of  the  United  ^3^^ 
States  on  the  4th  March.  He  had  received  a  liberal  odncation, 
had  distingaished  himself  as  a  lawyer,  had  seired  his  coontrj  as  Senator/ 
foreign  minister,  and  Yice-President  He  was  an  admirer  of  General 
Jackson,  and  a  deroted  member  of  the  democratic  partj.  In  his 
inangnnJ  he  made  allusions  to  slarerj  and  the  obligations  of  the  Qovern- 
ment  to  maintain  and  nphold  it ;  bat  his  language  was  so  yagne  that 
no  distinct  issue  could  be  taken  upon  it  by  his  opponents  while  it  was 
anobjectionable  to  his  friends. 

Such  were  the  financial  difficulties  under  which  the  Goyemment  thea 
labored,  that  he  found  it  necessary  to  conyene  Congress  in  extra  session 
on  the  4th  September,  jn  his  message  he  made  no  distinct  reference  to 
slayery,  and  the  attention  of  that  body  was  exclusiyely  directed  to  the 
subject  which  called  its  members  together. 

The  regular  session  of  the  twenty-fifth  Congress  commenced  on  the 
4th  December  ;  but  the  President  in  his  annual  message  made  no  direct 
allusion  to  slavery  or  the  slave  trade.  The  subject,  however,  was  soon 
introduced  by  petitions  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia.  A  long  debate  arose  in  the  Senate  in  regard  to  the  best 
mode  of  quieting  the  popular  mind,  and  soothing  the  disquietude  in  the 
.free  States.  But  no  proposition  to  modify  or  eradicate  the  evil  was 
brought  before  Congress.  It  was  admitted  by  all,  that  hostility  to 
slavery  and  the  slave  trade  was  increadng  and  strengthening  ;  yet  no 
member  either  from  the  North  or  South  Intimated  that  the  Senate  must 
eventually  yield  to  the  popular  feeling ;  must  do  justice,  and  sustain 
liberty ;  dn  the  contrary,  every  member'  appeared  anxious  to  devise 
some  means  to  satisfy  the  people  without  removing  the  cause  of  com- 
plaint. 

In  the  House  of  Bepresentatives  Mr.  Adams  had  been  reg^arded  as 
the  ablest  and  most  devoted  advocate  of  the  right  of  petition;  but  be 
went  no  farther.    On  two  occasions  he  had  expressed  a  desire  that 
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aH  debate  on  the  subject  of  davery  in  the  District  of  Colombia  might  be 
avoided. 

Bat  another  member  now  stood  forth  as  an  nndisgmsed  advocate  for  the 
oMUion  of  slavery  and  the  dave  trade  in  the  District  of  Golnmbia.    Hon* 
MV^.  SladCy  of  Vermont,  bom  and  educated  in  that  State,  had  senred  in 
the  twenty-fonrth  Congress,  he  had  quietly  noticed  the  assumptions  and 
arrogance  with  which  that  body  was  led  to  the  support  of  an  institution 
which  he  detested.    He  presented  resolutions  from  the  Legislature  of 
Vermont  and  memorials  from  many  citizens  of  that  State  for  the  aboIL 
tion  of  the  slave  trade  at  our  national  metropolis,  and  appears  to  have 
determined  on  ascertaining  the  feelings  of  the  House  in  regard  to  that 
commerce  which  had  long  disgraced  our  nation.    He  therefore  pro- 
posed to  refer  the  memorials  to  a  select  committee,  with  instructions 
to  report  a  bill  far  its  total  abolition  in  the  District  of  Columbia.     On 
presenting  his  motion  he  made  a  few  remarks,  saying  that  petitions 
on  aU  ottier  subjects  were  respectfully  received  and  reported  upon. 
If  he  were  to  present  a  petition  in  regard  to  property  to  the  amount 
of  twenty  dollars  it  would  be  referred  and  a  report  in  answer  to  it 
would  be  made,  while  petitions  involving  the  liberties  of  thousands  of 
native-bom  inhabitants  were  sent  to  the  silent  tomb  with  the  certainty 
of  clock-work.    Mr.  Legare,  of  South  Carolina,  solemnly  entreated  Mr. 
Slade  to  reflect  on  the  consequences  of  his  course.    That  gentleman 
continued  his  remarks  at  some  length.    Mr.  Wise,  of  Viigikiia,  called 
on  members  from  that  State  to  retire  from  the  hall. 

Mr.  Halsey,  of  Georgia,  invoked  members  from  his  State  to  follow 
the  example  of  Mr.  Wise.  Mr.  Garland  joined  in  this  request,  and 
Mr.  Rhett^  of  South  Carolina,  said  the  members  from  his  State  had 
already  left  the  hall. 

Mr.  Slade  retained  the  floor,  but  Mr.  Rhett  rose  to  a  pomt  of  order. 

The  Speaker  declared  that  he  had  dom  all  he  could  to  prevent  the  gen- 
tleman from  Vermont  from  debating  the  subject,  and  said  if  it  were  possi- 
ble he  toould  allay  the  excitement. 

Mr.  Tnmey,  of  Tennessee,  said,  "  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order." 

Mr.  Slade.  '*  I  ask  leave  to  read  a  paper."  « 

Mr.  Garland.  "  I  object  to  the  reading." 

The  Speaker.   "  The  gentleman  will  take  his  seat."* 

Mr.  McKay,  of  North  Carolina.  "  Has  not  the  gentleman  been  de- 
clared out  of  order  ?"^ 

•Mr.  BeBtoB,  lnhhMTidrtjTe«n,"irliUedtierll)|]igthbMeBt»M^  •«Jobik  Wliit«.or  Ken- 
tacky,  WM  Speaker.'*  But  tiuit  g«n11e:nftii  wee  not  elected  Speaker  ontA  ]>eoemb«r,  1S41,  while 
tbls  scene  ccourred  in  1888.    Mr.  Polk,  of  Tennenee,  was  Speaker  from  1886  to  18AL 
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The  Speaker.    ''  He  has." 

Mr.  McKaj.    "  Then  has  he  the  right  to  proceed  V 

The  Speaker.    "  I  was  about  to  propound  that  question  to  the  House." 

Mr.  Slade.    "  I  propose  to  read  a  paper." 

Mr.  Tumej.    "I  object." 

The  Speaker  declared  Mr.  Slade  oat  of  order,  and  whfle  that  gentle- 
man was  endearoring  to  Tindicate  his  strict  obseryance  of  order,  Mr. 
Bencher,  of  North  CaroUna,  mored  an  ac|jouftiment.  Mr.  Allen,  of 
Vermont,  called  for  the  ayes  and  noes  on  this  motion ;  bat  it  prevailed, 
166  to  68.* 

Daring  these  proceedings  most  members  from  Yirginia,  South  Caro- 
lina, and  Georgia  had  left  the  halL  Tkis  was  the  first  secession  on  the 
pari  of  southern  manbers  of  Congress.  But  when  the  motion  to  acyoom 
was  made  it  was  found  impossible  to  carry  it  unless  tiie  recusant  mem- 
bers returned  to  their  seats,  inasmuch  as  Mr.  Adams  and  his  friends 
opposed  the  motion.  Soon  as  the  Speaker  announced  the  Hoose  ad- 
journed, Mr.  Campbell,  of  South  Carolina,  in  a  loud  Toioe,  stated  that 
the  **  southern  delegates  were  requested  to  meet  immediately  in  the  room 
of  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia."  They  did  so,  and  hay- 
ing assembled  by  themselves,  began  to  reflect  upon  theur  future  course. 
To  leave  the  city  because  a  northern  member  dared  utter  his  honest  con- 
yictions  in  parliamentary  language,  appeared  unwise.  Their  object  had 
been  undoubtedly  to  frighten  northern  members.  That  expectation  had 
failed,  and  it  appeared  necessary  to  devise  some  means  to  avoid  the  ridi- 
cule which  seemed  likely  to  be  thrown  upon  their  action.  They  finally 
adopted  a  resolution,  which  they  agreed  should  be.  passed  by  the  House 
as  the  only  condition  on  which  they  would  return  to  their  duties.  It  was 
expressed  in  the  following  language  : 

^'Eesohed,  That  all  petitions,  memorials,  and  papers  touching  the 
abolition  of  slavery,  or  the  buying,  selling,  or  transferring  slaves  in  any 
State,  or  district,  or  territory  of  the  United  States,  be  laid  on  the  table 
without  being  debated,  printed,  read,  or  referred,  and  that  no  action  be 
taken  thereon." 

Mr.  Patten,  of  Yirginia,  one  of  the  recusants,  was  directed  to  pre- 
sent it  to  the  House,  and  every  seceding  member  was  enjoined  to  be  in 
Ids  seat  to  Tote  f:>r  it. 

•  Mr.  Benton,  in  hli  **Tbirty  Tean,"  decUret  **thto  oppodtion  to  the  •4Joarnment  one  of  tlio 
worat/wtwret  of  that  onhappy  daj*l  work."  The  wrltor  deems  It  one  of  the'  moft  /frhmaU/sa- 
tmr69  of  the  da^*e  work.  Most  aoathern  meraben  had  left  the  hall,  and  Mr.  Adama  and  hta  frlenda 
detemiinedtopraeeedinthebnalnea  beftwethe  Hooae  aa  thoosh  nothing  nnoaoal  had  happened, 
and  they  woald  have  done  io  had  not  the  teoedlng  mamben  returned  to  their  leati  and  voted  for 
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Accordingly,  on  the  following  day  the  members  appeared  in  thdr 
•eats  as  nsaal  Mr.  Patten  introduced  his  resolution,  and  with  great 
■olamnit  J  spoke  of  the  rehtm  of  stmtheHi  members  as  a  concession,  declar- 
iog  they  would  do  what  they  could  to  save  the  Union,  provided  this  reso- 
huion  were  adopted.    He  then  moved  the  prerions  qacstion. 

This  daveholding  cabal  thus  publicly,  with  an  effirontery  unrivalled, 
declared  their  return  to  the  TJnion  should  depend  upon  the  nnmistak- 
ftble  violation  of  the  Gonstitulion,  by  abridging  the  right  of  petition, 
and  suppressing  the  freedom  of  debate.  But  the  proposiiiDu  was  made 
to  the  democratic  party  who  then  held  control  of  both  Houses  of  Con- 
l^ress ;  indeed  every  recusant  was  a  Democrat,  and  nearly  the  entire 
party  now  voted  for  the  resolution  dictated  to  them  by  slaveholding 
Insolence  as  the  price  of  the  TTnion. 

Southern  members  of  both  political  parties  voted  for  the  resolntioDi, 
Msisted  by  the  following  members,  to  wit : 

From  Mfdne,  Messrs.  Anderson,  Fairfield,  and  Robertson,  .     .  -  8 

From  Connecticut,  Messrs.  Phelps  and  Holt,         % 

From  New  Hampshire,  Messrs  Atherton,  Farrington,  Weeks 
and  Williams, 4 

From  New  York,  Messrs.  Moore,  Kemble,  Titus,  Brodhead, 
Mcdellan,  Yail,  Pahner,  Spencer,  Edwards,  Loomis,  Prentiss, 
Parker,  Noble,  Birdsal,  Andrews,        15 

trom  Pennsylvania,  Messrs.  Fry,  Wagner,  Hubly,  Wsly,  Logan, 
McClure,  Hammond,  Morris,  Klingfaigsmith,  Buchanan,  Beaty,  11 

From  Indiana,  Mr.  Boon, 1 

From  Illinois,  Messrs.  Casey  and  Snider 2 

*  Massachusetts,  B>hode  Island,  Vermont,  New  Jersey,  and  Michigaa 
gave  no  vote  for  the  repudiation  of  the  Constitution. 

When  the  name  of  John  Qiuncy  Adams  was  called^  the  heroic  old 
itatesman  rose  in  his  place,  and  with  great  solemnity  of  manner  and  Ian. 
guage  pronounced  the  resolution  ''  a  violation  of  the  ConstUution  f  but 
his  voice  was  then  drowned  amid  the  caUs  to  order  by  slaveholders  and 
their  servile  "allies/'  and  he  proceeded  no  further  with  his  remarks.  But 
Ihe  resolution  was  adopted  by  a  vote  of  122  ayes  to  T4  noes ;  the  Whigs 
4f  the  free  States  voting  agidnst  its  adoption.* 

Another  clause  in  the  Federal  Constitution  was  thus  practically  erased 

*  Hon.  R.  Baniwen  Rhett,  of  Sooth  Carolina,  In  a  poblUhed  letter  to  his  constituents  termed 
Mt  leaTlag  the  haU  "  a  mmnarahU  $pesatU>n  qfwwthem  m&mbers,''*  and  sUted  tiiat  he  had  pre- 
pared two  amendments  to  Mr.  8iade*s  proposition ;  Ist^  declaring  It  eitpediefU  thai  the  Union 
tkculd  be  dUwlntd.  Sd,  appointing  a  eommlltee  to  report  npon  tha  &m<  nuans  for  pMceabtif^ 
MsaoMng  <«." 

Mr.  Benton,  In  hit  **  AbrldgSMat  of  OengrMrional  Debates,**  bj  vaj  of  note,  on  psge  S66,  of  Om 
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flrom  the  great  charter  of  American  freedom  ;  like  tiie  other  rq)iidiated 
portions,  it  was  surrendered  at  the  dictation  of  the  slare  poWer  by  north* 
em  reproBentatires  under  pretence  of  ^*  saving  the  Vmom/* 

But  the  term  '^  Union,"  no  longer  had  reference  to  that  "  moral 
entity/'  that  "  union  of  parpose/'  "  union  of  rights,**  and  •*  onion  of 
hearts  "  which  constitnted  the  Oovemment  instituted  bj  the- patriots  of  - 
1176.  The  term  was  now  miderstood  to  have  reference  to  the  as- 
sociation of  States,  whose  people  never  united  with  the  advocates . 
of  liberty,  nor  adopted  the  principles  of  the  Declaration  of  Indepen* 
denoe. 

The  right  of  petition  and  the  freedom  of  debate  appeared  to  be  now 
folly  suppressed,  and  despotism  inexorable  and  unmitigated  ruled  tho 
House  of  Representatives. 

Manifestations  of  disBatisfaction  among  the  people  vrete  now  too  mi* 
merous  to  be  disr^arded.  To  debate  the  subject  of  slavery  in  the  then 
enlightened  state  of  the  public  mind,  would  endanger  the  existence  of 
the  institution*  To  refuse  attention  to  the  popular  voice,  would  be  insult- 
ing to  the  people.  It  was  under  these  circumstances  tiiat  Mr.  Calhoun 
attempted  to  set  bounds  to  the  waves  whidh  agitated  the  sea  of  public 
tlioiq^ht,  by  a  series  of  resolutions  which  he  presented  to  the  Senate  for 
adoption,  in  the  following  language : 

1.  Eisolved,  That  each  State  entered  into  the  Union  for  the  purpose 
of  securing  to  itself  all  natural,  social  and  political  advantagte. 

S.  That  eadi  State  retains  its  entire  power  over  its  domestic  instito- 
lions. 

3.  The  Federal  Oovemment  is  the  common  agent  of  all  the  States 
so  for  as  practicable,  to  protect  and  support  their  institutions. 

4.  Domestic  slavery  is  an  institution  of  the  southern  States. 

5.  That  the  intermeddling  of  any  Stiite  or  States^  or  their  dtiaeu^ 
with  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  or  in  the  Temtories  of  the 
United  States  on  the  ground  that  it  is  immoral  or  sinfiily  would  be  a 
direct  and  dangerous  attack  upon  the  institutions  of  all  the  dave 
States.* 

The  use  of  the  word  adwmUiga  at  the  dose  of  the  first  resolution 
instead  of  righis,  constituted  but  a  characteristic  of  the  whole  series* 

lilk  TotaBie,  nji,  ttdi  was  *'  the  moit  dIrtiBbliiff  moraaeal  on  tbe  nk||«et  ot  ■laTviy  erar  mad* 
In  Ongnm"   In  hb  "  Thirtj  Tev^"  bo  Bayi,  **It  was  the  most  aagiy  debate  whlcb  bad  tkm 


*  Senator  Benten,  In  hb  "Thirty  Tears,"  declares  that  daring  the  ddMite  on  these  r«sol«tlo«»  a 
did  not  ooear  to  him  that  Mr.  Oaftoon,  as  a  member  of  ICr.  M onroet  Oabinet,  bad  appro?ed  th» 
•xclaBion  of  slavery  tnm  the  tevritoiy  north  of  88  deg.  88  sbId.  north  latitude^  and  signed  a  i 
ItMsnpVMvaL 
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For  the  intdligent  readei^  caimot  foil  to  perceiye  the  groes  error  aad 
illogical  character  of  the  assertion, ''  that  the  intermeddling  of  anj  State 
or  States,  or  their  citizens,  with  slavery  in  the  District  of  Colombia,  or 
in  the  Territories  of  the  United  States,  on  the  ground  that  it  is  immoral 
or  sinful,  woald  constitate  a  direct  and  dangerous  attack  upon  the  insti- 
tatioDS  of  the  slave  States." 

jg^  J         The  resolutions  were  doubtless  an  expression  of  the  honest 
Tiews  of  Mr.  Calhoun.    Thej  evidently  originated  in  that  Sfdiere 
of  thought  in  which  his  mind  revolved.    His  entire  theory  of  govern- 
ment differed  from  that  on  which  the  founders  of  our  institutions  rested^ 
Hence  the  1st,  8d,  and  5th  resolutions  were  in  unmistakable  conflict  with 
jthe  Federal  Constitution  and  the  Declaration  of  Independence.    Ths 
statesmen  who  forme4  the  Union  declared  its  purpose  was  to  secure  all  per- 
sons in  the  enjoyment  of  "  life,  liberty  and  happiness."    The  first  of  these 
resolutions  declares  it  was  to  secure  the  several  States  in  the  eiyoyment 
^of  their  iodal  and  poetical  advamta^ts.    The  third  resolution  declares 
the  Federal  Oovernment  to  be  the  agent  of  all  the  States  so  far  as  prac- 
ticable, to  protect  and  support  their  institutions.    This  contained  the 
gist  of  the  slaveholding  theory.    The  purpose  was  to  make  the  Feda^ 
Government  the  snpporter  of  slavery — ^the  instrument  for  overthrow- 
ing the  essential  principles  of  liberty — ^its  adoption  constituted  an  im- 
portant step  in  the  iran|formatiou  of  the  Government  to  a  slaveholding 
oligarchy.    But  the  fifth  resolution  was  evidently  aimed  at  ChristiamiUi 
itself. 

The  numerous  petitions  and  memorialB  against  slavery  and  the  slave 
trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  in  the  Territories,  and  on  the  high 
seas,  were  based  upon  the  principle  that  oppression  of  our  feUow-meBy 
and  the  sale  and  transfer  of-  human  beings  were  revolting  to  the  dvil- 
intion  of  the  age,  were  barbarous,  were  violations  of  justice,  traii^gree- 
sions  of  the  laws  of  nature,  and  of  nature's  God,  offensive  both  to 
God  and  all  good  men.  But  the  resolution  tacitly  admitting  the  con- 
stitutional right  of  the  memorialists  to  ask  for  their  abolition,  denied 
the  right  to  ask  it  on  account  of  Us  being  immoral  or  sinful.  Thus  deny- 
ing the  right  of  governments  to  act  upon  the  clearly  revealed  will  of  the 
Creator. 

The  discussion  of  these  resolutions  was  somewhat  protracted,  and 
Senators  deemed  their  adoption  so  important  that  each  wrote  out  his 
own  remarks  upon  them  in  order  that  hiff  views  might  not  be  subse- 
quently  misunderstood. 

But  we  rise  from  the  examination  of  that  debate  with  feelings  of  mor- 
tification and  disappointment,  At  finding  no  Senator  from  the  North  or 
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tlie  Sonth  willing  to  yindicate  tiie  founders  #f  our  ingtitutions  in  estab- 
lishing  a  free  government.  No  one  appeared  wUling  to  deny  the  propo- 
sitionB  of  Mr.  Calhonn.'*' 

In  all  ages  of  the  world  men  high  in  office  have  imagined  themselyes 
elothed  with  powers  and  inflnenoe  which  they  did  not  possess.  Mr. 
Calhonn  and  the  Senators  who  were  acting  with  him  nnqnestionably  sup- 
posed they  were  laying  down  doctrines  and  enunciating  principles  to 
^yem  Congress  in  all  coming  time.f 

In  the  conrse  of  the  debate  oljections  were  made  to  the  resolutions  on 
aooount  of  their  direct  reference  to  religions  opinions  ;  bnt  Mr.  Oalhonn 
replied :  ^*  The  abolitionists  assail  slarery  because  it  is  wicked  amd  smfvl^ 
and  I  wish  to  meet  them  distinctly  an  thai  point." 

Mr.  Preston,  of  South  Carolina,  proposed  to  discard  the  words  **  im- 
moral and  sinful/'  but' Mr.  Calhoun  was  inexorable.  He  decbured  that 
religious  fanaticism  had  sent  thousands  of  victims  to  the  stake,  and  abo- 
lition (said  he)  "  is  nothing  else  than  rdigious  fanaticism," 

The  resolutions  were  adopted  by  a  rote  of  35  to  9. 

The  members  of  the  twenty-fifth  Congress  convened  for  their  j^^gg^ 
second  session  on  the  3d  December :  and  on  the  following  day  Mr. 
Adams  presented  a  resolution  and  preamble  reciting  that  our  minister  at 
the  court  of  St.  James  had  brou^t  disgrace  upon  our  nation  by  challen^ 
ing  Daniel  O'Connell,  a  member  of  the  British  House  of  Commons,  to 
mortal  combat,  for  having  said  in  a  public  speech,  that  *'fhe  American 
GiJvemment  was  represented  at  tie  English  court  by  a  ma/n  who  reared 
men  and  women  for  market." 

O'Connell  was  a  distinguished  orator  and  philanthropist,  and  did  not 
hesitate  to  speak  truth  boldly  and  frankly  r  Holding  slavery  in  great 
abhorrence,  he  referred  to  Mr.  Stevenson,  our  minister  at  London,  in  a 
public  sifeech  in  terms  more  truthful  than  respectful.  Mr.  StevensoD, 
feeling  the  pungency  of  the  remarks,  sent  him  the  challenge  referred  to  ; 
and  Mr.  Adams  determined  to  expose  the  transaction.  Bnt  the  Intro* 
ducUon  of  this  resolution  aroused  the  ire  of  slaveholders,  and  it  was  laid 

*  Kr.  Benton  wm  on«  of  the  ttrongeit  oppononti  of  Mr.  Oalhonn*!  doctrines  In  regard  to  leoet- 
alon ;  bat  he  agreed  with  that  Senator  In  regard  to  memorials  concerning  slaTery  and  the  slave 
trade,  and  In  hb  **  Thirty  Tears,"  says  the  petMenwrs  **  did  not  live  In  any  SUte,  TetritoiT,  er  dis- 
trict sol^ect  to  slavery.  They  felt  none  of  the  ertts  of  which  they  complained,  were  answerable  for 
none  of  the  supposed  shis  which  they  denonnoed,  were  Uyfaig  under  a  government  which  acknow- 
lodged  profMTlif  i»  tlOMS, and  had  no  xflgM  to  dlstaib  the  rights  of  others.**— Kids'* Ihtrty 
Tean,**  4c.,  vol  IL,  page  184. 

t  Mr.  Benton  In  referring  to  this  debate,  says,  **The  resolutions  and  the  debate  upon  them  con- 

sUtvte  the  most  Important  proeeedhig  on  the  stthfeet  of  slavery  which  has  ever  taken  place  In  Ceo- 

r  gNSSL    They  were  framed  to  declare  the  whole  power  of  Congress  on  the  subject  and  were  presented 

for  a  test  vote,  and  as  a  future  pla^orm  tmd  ptrmcMmU  utO&nMni  of  the  law  on  the  slavery 

igmartim**—  Vid*  Benton's  "  Abridgment  of  IMmIss,**  voL  xUL,  page  OOa. 
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on  the  table  ;  but,  eyer  Isteadj  to  .his  purpose,  Mr.  Adams  embmoeA 
the  first  opportimity  to  laj  the  fiiets  before  the  country  m  a  publie 


Hie  first  and  most  important  bttsinesB  apparently  claiming  attenti<ni 
of  the  democratic  party,  which  then  controlled  the  GoTemmeot,  was  the 
suppression  of  the  constitntional  right  of  petition  and  of  debate.  To 
devise  measures  to  effect  that  object^  they  held  a  caucus  on  the  night  of 
the  first  day  of  the  session,  at  which  resolutions  were  considered,  and 
ordered  to  be  presented  to  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes.  They  were 
said  to  have  been  penned  by  Mr.  Oalhoiin — ^they  certainly  expressed 
doctrines  and  asserted  a  policy  which  that  Senator  had  previonsly 
avowed ;  but  Mr.  Atherton,  of  New  Hampshire,  was  selected  as  the 
agent  to  present  them.  They  were  evidently  intended  as  a  part  of  the 
CTstem  adopted  in  the  Senate  ;  and  demonstrate  the  character  of  that 
goveitaient  into  which  it  was  intended  to  transform  the  Republic.  They 
were  couched  in  the  following  language  : 

"  Resolved,  That  this  is  a  Government  of  lunited  powers,  and  that  by 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  Congress  has  no  jurisdiction  over 
slavery  in  the  several  States  of  the  confederacy. 

"  Resolved,  2d,  That  petitions  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Colombia  and  the  Territories  of  the  United  States,  and  against 
the  removal  of  slaves  from  one  State  to  another,  are  a  part  of  a  pla/n  of 
^peraiions  set  on  foot  to  affkt  the  ifutit^fHon  of  slaifery  in  the  several  States, 
and  tkas  indirectly  to  aboUsk  ii  wiMn  tkdr  hmts. 

"  Resolved,  Zd,  That  Congress  has  no  right  to  do  that  indireetif 
which  it  cannot  do  directly ;  and  that  the  agitation  of  slavery  in  the 
Dfetrict  of  Columbia  or  the  Territories,  as  a  means  and  with  the  view  of 
diBturbmg  or  overthrowing  tiie  institution  in  the  several  States,  is  against 
the  true  i^irit  and  meaning  of  the  Constitution,  an  infringement  of  the 
rights  of  the  States  afifected,  and  a  breach  of-the  public  faith  upon  which 
they  catered  into  the  confederacy. 

''  Resolved,  ith.  That  the  Constitution  rests  upcm  the  broad  princii^ 
of  equality  among  the  members  of  the  confederacy,  and  that  Congreas, 
in  the  exercise  of  its  acknowledged  powers,  has  no  right  to  discriminate 
between  the  institutions  of  one  portion  of  the  States  and  another  with  a 
view  of  abolishing  one  and  promoting  the  other. 

"  Resolved,  therefore,  That  all  attempts  on  the  part  of  Congress  to 
abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia  or  tiie  Territories,  or  to  pro- 
hibit the  removal  of  slaves  from  State  to  State,  or  to  discriminate 
between  the  institutions  of  one  portion  of  the  confederacy  and  another 
with  the  views  aforesaid,  are  a  violation  of  the  Constitution,  destractiv^ 
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of  the  fimdamental  principles  on  yMoik  the  nftion  of  these  Stiites  retits, 
and  beyond  the  jnriediction  of  Gongress :  and  that  every  petition,  memo- 
rial, resolntion,  proposition  or  paper  touching  or  relating  in  any  way»  or 
to  any  extent  whatever,  to  slavery  as  aforesaid,  or  the  abolition  thereof, 
fdiall  on  presentation  thereof,  without  any  farther  action  tiiereon,  be  laid 
on  the  table  without  being  debated,  printed,  or  referred.'^ 

The  unmitigated  mendacity  which  imputed  to  the  Christian  philan- 
thropists of  that  day  a  design  unconstitutionally  to  interfere  with 
slavery  in  the  States,  excited  astonishment  in  the  minds  of  honest  men. 
Among  the  petitioners  thus  assailed  were  men  of  high  moral  and  Ohris- 
tia\i  character.  None  were  more  patriotic^  none  more  en%htttidl.  But 
the  slave  power  and  the  democratic  party  felt  it  necessary  to  place  this 
oiBcial  slander  upon  the  journals  of  the  House  ;  and  for  a  quarter  of  m 
eentury  it  was  repeated  by  servile  politicians  and  puerife  demagogae& 

The  mover  of  the  resolutions,  on  presenting  them,  made  a  sfmech 
urging  their  adoption,  and  then  demanded  the  previous  question.  The 
irst  resolution  was  adopted  by  194  to  6.  Messrs.  Aduns,  of  Massa- 
chusetts ;  Evans,  of  Maine ;  Everet  and  Slade,  of  Yermont ;  Rossel, 
of  New  York,  and  Potts,  of  Pennsylvania,  voting  in  the  n^ative. 

Th^  second,  or  libellous  resolve,  was  adopted  by  a  party  vote  of  186 
to  65  ;  the  third  was  adopted  by  164  to  40  ;  the  fourtii  by  lt4  to  S4  ; 
and  the  fifth  by  178  to  26.  They  subsequentiy  became  famous  as  the 
"Athertongag."* 

Th^^e  resolntioiffi  constituting  the  record  evidence  sb  often  quoted  to 
riiow  that  the  advocates  of  liberty  were  seeking  to  invade  the  constitutional 
rights  of  the  slave  States  by  abolishing  slavery  therein,  renders  it  the  duty 
of  the  historian  to  say,  t^at  no  petition  praying  Congress  to  interfere  with 
slavery  in  the  States  had  been  presented  in  either  House ;  no  resolul^on 
or  bill  had  been  presented  for  that  purpose  ;  no  memb^  of  Congress  had 
advocated  such  measure  by*  public  speech  nor  in  private  conversation,  so 
far  as  the  author  has  knowledge,  although  for  thirty  yean  he  hdd  more 
public  and  private  conversation  with  the  lovers  of  liberty  than  perhaps 
any  other  member  of  Congress :  nor  did  the  author  during  that  time 
ever  hear  or  learn  that  any  private  dtizem  entertained  an  idea  that  .Con- 
gress possessed  the  power,  or  expressed  a  desire  that  thai  body  should 
interfere  with  the  institution  otherwise  than  by  separating  the  Qovera- 
flicnt  and  the  people  of  the  free  States  fispm  its  crimes  aad  disgraee. 

*  The  viU«rflnt  took  bbMAt  in  CongreM  daring  ^thb  sealon.  On  Inqolrlnf  of  Mr.  Ad»ms  whjr 
h»  Tot«d  aghast  the  flnt  resolution,  thai  experienced  statesman  informed  him  that,  in  0M4  q^trar, 
Oon,:refli  and  the  Ezecutire  troold  beeome  possessed  of  full  power  OT«r  tht  ii«lltatl0a«  and  WlilA 
«»•««* iltf  deeiVMl  UButmij  to ukro  th« OoTeraaseiM. 
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Soathem  Whigs  appeared  anzioas  to  have  it  imd«8tood  that  the} 
were  more  devoted  to  slavery  than  their  democratic  rivals.  For  thi 
purpose  Mr.  Wise  introdnced  prqxxntions  declaring  'tthat  petitions  for  th< 
abdition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Colombia,  or  in  the  Territories, 
were  in  viclaiion  of  tkt  Federal  CongtiiiUum :  that  Congress  had  no  powa 
to  abolish  slavery  m  the  District  of  Colombia,  on  the  high  seas,  or  ir 
^e  Territories,  as  a  means  or  with  a  view  of  overtumkig  davery  in  iht 
.  Staies :  that  the  laws  of  Coiigress  alone  governed  thejarrest  and  retom 
of  fogitive  slaves  :  that  Congress  cannot  impose  opon  a  State  the  abo- 
lition of  slavery  as  a  condition  of  its  admission  to  the  Union :  and, 
finally,  that  the  slaveholding  citizens  of  this  Union  have  the  right  volnn- 
tarily  to  take  their  slaves  to  and  throogh  non-slaveholding  States,  and 
to  sojowm  and  remain  vnih  them  temporarilf  in  amy  of  the  States;  and 
that  the  Federal  Oovemment  is  boond  to  protect  the  rights  of  the 
slaveholding  States ;"  bot  Mr.  Wise  was  nnable  to  get  his  propositions 
before  the  Hoose  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Slade,  of  Vermont,  was  eqoally  onfortonate.  He  presented  a 
series  of  resolotions  setting  forth  the  existence  of  the  slave  trade  in  the 
District,  describing  its  barbaroos  character,  and  declaring  that  the  reso- 
lotions presented  by  Mr.  Atherton  and  adopted  by  the  Hoose  of  B^epre- 
sentatives  were  not  intended  to  protect  the  traffic  in  homan  flesh. 

When  the  ayes  and  noes  were  called  on  sospending  the  roles  to  receive 
these  resolutions,  the  name  of  John  Qoincy  Adams  was  annoonced,  being 
the  first  on  the  list.  That  venoable  member  rose,  and  in  a  clear  and 
distinct  voice  said,  "  I  refuse  to  answer,  considering  all  the  resolotions^— 
The  Speaker  sprang  to  his  feet,  and  striking  his  gavel  rapidly  npon  the 
soonding^oard  in  front  of  him,  called  Mr.  Aduns  to  order,  amid  the 
most  clamoroos  cries  for  "order''  fh>m  all  parts  of  the  haU.  Mr. 
Adams  remained  standing,  and  appeared  to  listen  with  greai'solemmty  to 
the  admonitions  of  the  Speaker ;  and  when  that  officer  resomed  his  seat, 
he  added  :  "  conmdering  all  the  resolutions  mrooKSTmrnoNAL."  .  This  was 
ottered  in  a  clear  voice  which  was  heardabove  the  clamors  of  other  mem- 
bers, and  the  excited  voice  of  the  Speaker,  calling  on  all  members  to 
assist  him  in  restoring  order  I  As  Mr.  Adams  resomed  his  seat,  Mr. 
Thompson,  of  Sooth  Carolina,  was  recognised,  and  he  proceeded  to  say, 
**  the  Speaker  calls  on  members  to  assist  him  m  restoring  order,  and  I 
am  aoxioos  to  do  so  ;"  and  then,  with  sobdoed  voice,  inqoired,  "  whai 
skaUIdoV  The  sobdoed  voice  of  Thompson,  the  silence  that  for  a 
moment  pervaded  the  hall,  the  awkward  interrogatory  propoonded,  the 
whimsical  position  in  which  it  placed  both  the  Speaker  and  interrogator, 
appeared  to  impress  members  with  a  sense  of  tiie  ridicoloos,  which  was 
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stOI  farther  increased  by  the  Speaker's  decWring  "the  gentleman  from 
Sontfa  Carolina  ott/  of  order,^  * 

The  motion  to  suspend  the  roles  fiuled,  and  the  resolutions  were  not 
considered  nor  debated. 

Petitions  for  the  abofition  of  the  coastwisis  slave  trade,  the  interstate 
slave  trade,  the  slave  trade  and  slavery  in  the  District  of  Colambia  and 
in  the  Territories,  and  memorials  against  the  annexation  of  Texas,  were 
now  constantly  sent  to  members,  presented  to  the  House,  received  in 
6flence,  and  entombed  in  the  deep  alcoves  of  the  Clerk's  rooms ;  bat 
none  were  permitted  to  be  read,  deMited,  or  committed. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  of  Kentucky,  presented  a  resolution  directing  the  Cont- 
mittee  on  the  Judiciary  to  report  a  bill  declaring  it  a  crime  against  the 
United  States  for  any  person  to  aid  or  assist  slaves  to  escape  from  their 
masters ;  but  he  failed  to  obtain  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  in  order  to 
consider  it. 

Petitions  for  restoring  commercial  relations  with  Hayti,  and  others 
asking  Congress  to  acknowledge  the  independence  of  the  Haytien  govem- 
menty  were  presented.  But  these  were  all  laid  on  the  table,  as  they 
were  supposed  to  have  relation  to  the  ''  peculiar  institution." 

Other  petitions,  praying  Congress  to  take  measures  for  removing  the 
seat  of  Government  to  some  free  State,  shared  the  common  fate  of  peti- 
tions against  slavery. 

Men  in  the  interest  of  the  institution  now  introduced  the  practice  of 
sending  threatening  letters  to  Mr.  Adams,  informing  him  that  his  death 
was  determined  upon  ;  that  he  was  to  be  seized,  carried  out  of  the  city, 
and  Lynched;  dark  intimations  were  often  given  in  the  House,  that  if  he 
were  to  go  South  he  would  not  return.  It  appeared  that  southern  mem- 
bers, and  southern  men,  believed  that  he  could  be  operated  upon  through 
fears  of  personal  violence. 

An  incident  occurred  on  the  30th  January,  illustrating  the  ^^^ 
condition  of  the  public  mind  on  the  subject  of  the  slave  trade. 
A  slavedealer  came  from  the  interior  of  Maryland  with  some  thirty 
men,  marching  past  the  Capitol  in  double  files,  each  fastened  by  the  wrist 
to  a  long  chain  passmg  between  them  from  front  to  rear.  Next  came 
nearly  as  many  women  in  the  same  order,  but  not  chained.  Many  of 
them  carried  bundles  of  clothing.  These  were  followed  by  a  wagon 
drawn  by  two  mules,  and  containing  the  small  children  of  the  party. 

The  slave  merchant  was  on  horseback,  armed  with  pistols,  bowie- 
knifey  &c.,  and  bearing  in  his  hand  the  "  plantation  whip."    The  whole 

*  Thli  foena  was  feprodnoed  in  «  Hthogr^hlo  carloatart,  whioh  was  widiljr  droolatod. 
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procesdoD  gave  a  mid  imprenioD  of  the  barbarism  at  that  time  piao- 
tifled  at  the  seat  of  OoYemm^nt,  and  upheld  and  eDcooraged  hj  the 
demoeratic  party  and  by  the  sontkem  members  of  the  Whig  organiza- 
tion. The  men  and  women  appeared  dejected  and  heartbroken  as  they 
passed  the  Capitol,  and  the  monmfol  procession  exhibited  a  heathenism 
apparently  nnsaited  to  a  CSuistian  nation.* 

The  passing  of  this  slave  coffle  by  the  Capitol  of  theT  nation  excited 
attention.  Mr.  Slade,  of  Vermont,  offered  resolations,  reciting  the  facts 
by  way  of  preamble,  and  proposing  to  raise  a  committee  to  ascertain  and 
report  what  l^;islation  was  necessary  to  prevent  a  recnrrence  of  such 
scenes.  The  presentation  of  this  resolution  created  excitement,  but  the 
Speaker  prevented  aQ  discussion  by  declaring  that  the  resolution  came 
withm  the  provisions  of  the  general  rule  adopted  on  motion  of  Mr.  Atb- 
erton,  and  it  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  all  farther  exposnre  at  that  time 
was  prevented. 

Hon.  Edward  Stanley  was  a  Whig  member  from  the  State  of  North 
Carolina.  He  was  present  when  Mr.  Slade,  who  .was  also  a  Whig,  pre- 
sented his  proposition  to  inquire  into  the  slave  trade  ;  but  sat  silently 
attentive  to  passing  events,  and  permitted  the  slave  trade  to  be  assailed* 

Alexander  Duncan,  representing  the  Cincinnati  district  of  Ohio,  now 
charged  the  Whig  party  with  encouraging  abolition.  Stanley,  in  reply, 
read  a  letter  signed  by  Duncan,  addressed  to  the  abolitionists  of  his  dia- 
trict  when  a  candidate  for  election,  in  which  he  declared  his  **kigk 
rtsp&ifor  aiolUionOis/' 

Duncan  was  annoyed  and  vexed  at  this  eiposnre,  and  on  the  follow- 
ing morning  published  a  card  in  the  papers  of  the  city,  stigmatising  Stan- 
ley and  other  Whig  members  as  ofwards  for  endeavoring  to  fix  on  him 
the  charge  of  abolition,  and  saying  they  would  not  demand  the  satisfac- 
tion of  gentlemen  for  the  insult 

On  the  appearance  of  this  article,  S.  S.  Prentiss,  of  Mississippf,  pre- 
sented a  resolution  proposing  to  appoint  a  select  committee  to  inquire  if 
Duncan  was  the  author  of  the  oflEensive  paragn^h,  and  if  so,  to  report 
a  resolution  expelling  him  from  the  House.  • 

Prentiss  was  disting^hed  for  his  rhetorical  powers,  and  on  present- 
ing his  resolution  made  a  .characteristic  speech.  Other  members  joined 
in  the  debate,  and  the  day  was  spent  in  efforts  on  the  part  of  Whigs  and 

*  Aa  &aXtM  wu  IImd  »  jvaag  member,  And  ttdi  wm  the  flnt  eeene  of  the  kind  which  he  had 
bdield.  It  gare  him  Dew  viewa  of  the  Ooremment  ander  which  he  lired.  Indeed^  he  looked  apon 
OoBgrem  whieh  had  aothotiaed  thh  traflle,  the  people  who  aaffered  Iti  'ezktenee,  the  aUtefmen  who 
iq»hcld  and  enooaraged  It,  hi  a  different  light  firom  that  In  which  he  had  preriouslj  aeen  then. 
Tik^y  appeared  thrown  baok  Into  the  darker  ages,  rather  than  existing  In  t^e  nlneteeth  centory. 
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Denoorats  to  fix  upon  each  ottwr  the  odiniii  of  (kboUHon.    The  deb«te 
.918  cut  flhort  bj  Mr.  Adams,  who  stated  that  he  entertained  donbts  as 
to  the  right  of  the  Hoose  to  deal  with  a  meaibvt  for  disorderly  condDCt 
^aniside  the  haUs  of  kgitlatunk 

The  popular  feeling  in  Copgfess  and  throughout  the  coimtry  ran  so 
stronglj  against  ^he  adTocates  of  justioe  to  the  black  as  well  as  th<(  white 
race,  that  Mr.  Adams  now  felt  it  his  datj  to  explain  his  views  upon  the 
abolition  of  slayery  in  the  District  of  Colombia.  He  stated  that  much 
had  been  said  in  regard  to  his  cooxse ;  said  he  was  almost  daily  in  rectipt 
of  threatening  letters  ;  and  he  felt  it  doe  to  the  public  to  say  that  while 
he  had  strenuously  maintained  the  right  of  petition,  yet  he  was  sol 
prapared  to  vote  for  emandpatioa  at  the  seat  of  Goyemment :  on  the 
contrary,  if  the  question  were  then  presented '  he  would  tote  against  iU 
He  also  defined  his  object  mthe  course  he  had  pursued  in  r^;ard  to  Mr. 
Sterenson,  our  minister  at  London.* 

The  leaders  of  the  whig  party  were  anzions  to  bring  forward  Mr. 
CSay  as  a  candidate  fon  the  Presidency  in  the  approaching  canvass  ;  but 
felt  that  it  were  iii  vain  for  him  to  aspire  to  that  office  unless  his  posi^ 
tioQ  on  the  subject,  of  slavery  were  well  defined,  although  he  had  for  • 
many  years  given  unnnstakable  evidence  of  his  devotion  to  the  slave 
interest.  In  his  earlier  life,  while  a  member  of  the  Legiskiture  of  Ken* 
tucky,  he  had  avowed  his  love  of  liberty  ;  and  that  circumstance  it  was 
thought  Would  operate  against  him  unless  he  gave  proof  of  his  {nresent 
adherence  to  southern  interests. 

To  enable  him  to  do  Uus,  a  petitioii  was  circulated  in  the  City  of 
Washington,  praying  Congress  to  suppress  all  agitatioi^in  that  bo^y  ia 
regard  to  slavery  and  the  slave  trade. 

The  proposition,  coming  as  it  did  firom  a  people  dependent  on  the 
l^gishhtion  of  representatives  from  the  free  as  well  as  slave.  States^  was 
regarded  as  an  insult  to  the  thousands  of  northern  memorialists  who 
asked  action  on  the  subject.  But  this  memorial,  with  a  large  number 
of  names,  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Clay,  who  presented  it  to  the 
Senate.  < 

On  introducing  the  subject,  he  took  occasion  to  speak  of  slavery  in 
the  kindest  terms,  saying  that  two  hundred,  years  of  legislation  had 

•  ItdMraM  be  boroe  in  mind  that  Mr.  Adami  tft  ttdi  time  wm  not  ran^ortedln  hit  eflbrti  hj  any 
member  except  Mr.  Slade,  vho,  tliongh  ft  meek  eoneclentioas  philanthropbt,  and  an  aro  ved  adTO> 
'  cake  of  nbeitj,  waa  not  veU  calculated  to  defend  hie  aged  aeMdate  amid  the  raging  elemente  whlob 
elken  nrroaDded  him.  Mr.  A^anu  was  at  that  lime  more  than  iOTenky  yean  of  age,  and  alkhoogk 
remarkable  for  hli  vigor  of  body  and  InteUect,  ;ie  mnet  have  felt  aomethlng  of  that  laaaltade  wbkli  It 
•TV  attendant  upon  the  decline  of  life.  The  aotbor  had  eerred  bat  a  few  wetiki  In  Oongrii^  aa4 
iUt  entirely  Incompetent  to  lend  uny  amlitance  to  older  memben. 
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''aanctioiied  and  sanctified  it,''  and  declaring  "  that  is  property  wUdk  ike 
law  makes  property/'  and  aosaQed  the  abolitionists  with  more  seyeritj* 
than  he  was  aocostomed  to  nse.* 

The  speech  drew  from  Mr.  Galhonn  complimentarj^remarks  at  the 
dose,  and  it  appeared  in  the  "  National  Intelligencer  "  the  next  morn- 
ing. It  gave  offence  to  the  Qpaker  population,  and  to  the  abolitionists 
of  the  free  States  generally^  and  proved  to  be  literallj  the  unfortumate 
tpeteh  of  his  life. 

The  .second  day  after  Mr.  Olay  had  spoken,  Mr.  Morris,  of  Ohip, 
replied  to  him.  This  gentleman  was  a  Democrat,  had  been  reared  np<A 
the  frontier,  was  indebted  to  his  own  industry  and  self-cnltnre  for  his 
position.  A  man  of  strong  natire  intellect,  he  always  spoke  his  own 
honest  conyictions  without  offence. 

On  presenting  a  large  number  of  memorials  fbr  the  abolition  of  the 
coastwise  slave  trade,  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in 
the  District  of  Columbia  and  in  the  Territories,  he  replied  at  length  to 
Mr.  Clay.  He  declared  his  high  respect  for  the  friends  of  liberty  who 
were  seeking  to  abolish  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  where  Congress  held 
•  the  constitutional  power,  and  frankly  avowed  himself  in  full  sympathy 
with  them.  He  exhibited  the  unjust  and  unconstitutional  mode  of 
entombing  in  silence  and  forgetfhlness  petitions,  which  the  Senate 
ought  to  consider  and  promptly  to  act  upon. 

This  was  the  first  speech  in  favor  of  constitutional  liberty  made  in 
the  Senate  for  many  years.  Mr.  Morris  had  long  been  f,  leading  mem- 
ber of  the  democratic  party  of  Ohio ;  but  this  speech  forfeited  the  con- 
fidence of  his  political  supporters,  who  regarded  devotion  to  slavery  aa 
the  highest  policy  which  the  party  could  adopt ;  while  many  leading 
men  believed  the  speech  of  Mr.  Clay  excluded  him  from  the  Presidential 
diair.  It  is  certain  that  nearly  every  slave  State  was  democratic  in 
character,  as  the  term  ''Democracy"  was  then  understood.    While 

*  The  author,  learalng  the  oharaeter  of  the  speech,  at  onee  addreeeed  a  note  to  Mr.  Clay,  asUhg 
la  ^nd  and  reipeotQil  language,  whether  thai  gentleman  Intended  to  diacard  the  abolitlonbti  from 
hb  aopport  In  the  coming  Presidential  eleotlonf  The  note  waa  written  under  some  degree  of  feel- 
ing. Mr.  day  did  not  send  an  answer  in  writing,  but  oame  In  person  to  see  the  writer.  He  had 
been  told  that  I  was  an  active  pollUclan,  wielding  some  Influence  in  my  State,  and  he  anored  tarn 
that  he  desired  to  obtain  the  most  general  support  of  the  people,  and  stated  that  northern  WUgs 
had  desirt^  him  to  denounce  the  abolitionists.  I  assured  him  that  the  abolitionists  were  honest  and 
oocrect  In  regard  to  slaTory ;  that  the  public  eonsdenoe  of  the  North  was  with  them :  that  the  only 
drenmstanee  that  would  induce  them  to  sustain  Um  was  his  early  devotion  to  liberty :  that  these 
doctrines  lay  near  my  own  heart,  and  I  oould  not  eoosdentloosly  support  any  man  who  denied 
them.  Mr.  Olay  replied  kindly  and  seriously,  dedaring  that  my  reamning  was  sound,  said  that  ha 
Aould  revise  his  speech  before  It  went  to  press,  and  would  modify  tke  language,  so  far  as  he  oooM 
with  propriety,  before  It  appeared  in  print. 

The  writer  believes  that  no  act  of  Us  life  gave  Mr.  day  so  muoh  confidence  In  blm  as  this  nola 
and  the  conversation  which  followed. 
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almost  the  entire  strength  of  the  wh^  party  lay  in  the  free  States.  It 
ts  also  certain  that  every  effort  to  strengthen  the  Whigs  in  the  South 
lost  some  portion  of  their  moral  and  politieal  power  in  the  North ; 
while  all  attempts  to  gain  influence  with  the  friends  of  liberty,  excluded 
stich  statesmen  from  southern  confidence.  In  this  position  of  parties,  it 
was  supposed  to  be  the  interest  of  all  mere  partisans  to  say  as  little  as 
possible  on  the  subject  of  oppression.  And  it  was  understood  that  those 
members  who  insisted  upon  the  right  of  petition  or  the  freedom  of  debate, 
or  asserted  the  doctrine  of  man's  inalienable  rights,  could  not  expect  the 
support  of  either  the  whig  or  democratic  organizations. 

The  Legidature  of  Vermont,  feeling  the  wrongs  to  which  the  northern 
States  were  subjected,  passed  resolutions  instructing  her  Senators,  and 
requesting  her  Representatives  to  oppose  the  passage  of  any  law  for  the 
annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  States,  and  io  use  their  influence  to 
abolish  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  upon  our 
southern  coast,  and  in  our  Territories.  Mr.  Prentiss  presented  these 
resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and  made  the  usual  motion  to  print  them. 
This  respect  had  always  been  awarded  to  the  resolves  of  sovereign 
States ;  but  the  Senate  hesitated  on  this  occasion. 

Mr.  Calhoun  seemed  unusually  excited  by  this  manifestation  of 
northern  independence.  He  declared  his  perfect  astonishment  that  the 
people  of  Yermont  did  not  see  that  this  question  struck  at  the  very 
foundation  of  the  Union.  Other  Senators  also  assailed  the  Legislature 
and  people  of  Yermont  in  offensive  language,  and  Mr.  Lumpkin,  of 
Georgia,  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  print  on  the  table. 

This  motion  was  sustained,  by  29  to  8. .  Messrs.  Swift  and  Prentiss, 
of  Yermont ;  Knight  and  Roblrins,  of  Rhode  Island  ;  Davis,  of  Massa- 
chusetts ;  McKean,  of  Pennsylvania  ;  Morris,  of  Ohio,  and  Smith,  of 
Indiana,  constitutmg  the  negative :  whfle  Messrs.  Pearce  and  Hubbard, 
of  New  Hampshire  ;  Smith,  of  Connecticut ;  Wright,  of  New  Yorit ; 
Southard,  of  New  Jersey;  Buchanan,  of  Pennsylvania ;  Allen,  of  Ohio ; 
Tipton,  of  Indiana ;  Robinson  and  Young,  of  Illinois,  voted  with  the 
slaveholders  ;  and  Messrs.  Ruggles  and  Williams,  of  Mame  ;  Webster, 
of  Massachusetts ;  Niles,  of  Connecticut ;  TaUmadge,  of  New  York,, 
and  Wall,  of  New  Jersey,  neglected  to  vote. 

nils  was  the  first  instance  m  our  history  that  such  an  insult  had  been 
offbred  to  the  people  of  a  sovereign  State,  and  in  its  perpetration  ten 
Senators  from  free  States  participated,  and  six  others  were  too  indif- 
ferent to  northern  rigtts  and  northern  honor,. or  too  fearfol  of  aonthem 
.  frowns,  to  interpose  their  voices  in  favor  of  freedom. 

As  southern  statesmen  endeavored  to  suppress  the  right  of  petition, 
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tiie  peqi^e  increased  the  number  ot  memorials,  nntil  they  became  a  bni^ 
den  to  the  members  who  were  willing  to  present  them,  and  Mr.  Adams 
pnbUdy  declared  that  he  had  six  hundred  in  kis  drawer  awoMng  pre- 
mikUian. 

^gj^  J  On  the  4th  of  February,  Hon.  Eli  Moore,  of  New  York,  pre- 
sented to  the  Honse  of  Bepresentatives  a  memorial  numeronsly 
signed  by  the  people  of  the  District  of  Colombia,  asking  Congress  to 
ezdode  from  consideration  all  petitions  and  memorials  from  the  people 
of  any  State  praying  the  abolition  of  slarery  or  the  slave  trade  in  sakl 
District.  Mr.  Moore  made  a  characteristic  speech,  argoing  that  the 
people  there  had  the  right  to  continue  the  slave  trade  and  slavery  in  the 
District  without  interruption  by  the  people  of  the  free  States.  Some 
members  now  began  to  feel  the  despotism  to  which  they  were  subjected. 
They  were  constrained  to  sit  in  silence  and  hear  their  constituents 
assailed  and  slandered,  but  were  not  permitted  to  reply. 

On  the  13th  of  February,  the  House,  while  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  took  up  for  consideration  a  bill  appro- 
priating $30,000  for  buildiiig  a  bridge  across  the  eastern  branch  of  the 
Potomac,  within  the  District  of  Columbia.  The  object  was  to  benefit 
the  people  of  Washington  City  particularly,  and  those  of  the  District 
generally. 

Mr.  Giddings  now  moved  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill, 
and  the  motion  being  stated,  he  proceeded  to  declare  his  opposition  to 
any  appropriation  of  public  treasure  for  the  benefit  of  the  people  of  that 
District,  so  long  as  they  maintained  a  commerce  in  the  bodies  of  thdr 
fellow-men.  They  had  but  a  few  days  previously  asked  Congress  to 
ezdnde  from  consideration  all  petitions  from  the  people  of  the  free 
States  on  the  subject  of  this  commerce,  and  he  declared  himself  unwilliqg 
to  repay  such  insults  to  his  constituents  by  taxing  them  to  build  up  a 
slave  market  The  members  had  recently  enjoyed  an  opportunity  to 
judge  of  the  barbarism  of  this  slave  trade.  While  coming  to  the  capital, 
they  had  beei;^  compelled  to  turn  aside,  to  make  room  for  the  passage  of 
a  herd  of  human  chattels,  chained,  and  on  their  way  to  the  slave 
market. 

A  sensation  now  ran  through  the  hall  The  writer  was  then  a  young 
member,  having  served  scarcely  sixty  days,  and  was  not  expected  to 
assail  the  action  of  a  majority.  Mr.  Bives,  of  Virginia,  called  him  to 
order.  Mr.'  Giddings  stated  that  he  was  merely  assigning  his  reas(ns 
for  the  motion  which  he  had  made.  • 

The  chairman,  Mr.  Bencher,  of  North  Carolina,  a  slaveholder,  decided 
that  he  was  in  order  ;  and  he  -proceeded  to  say  that  while  the  people  of 
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tlie  ttte  States  were  thus  insulted,  they  would  not  forget  their  own  self- 
respect  so  far  as  to  approre  the  appropriation  now  proposed.  At  this 
point,  he  was  again  &dkd  to  order,  and  again  the  chairman  decided 
that  he  was  in  order  ;  and  he  continued  saying  that  all  northern  mem- 
b^s  were  willing  and  anxious  to  beautify  and  adorn  the  city,  to  estab- 
lidi  schools,  and  such  a  system  of  education  as  would  render  it  worthy 
of  a  free  nation,  when 

Mr  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  caQed  him  to  order ;  but  the  chairman 
again  decided  that  he  was  in  order. 

The  excitement  had  now  increased,  and  great  didt>rder  was  manifested 
in  Yarious  parts  of  the  hall,  and  before  order  was  so  far  restored  as  to 
enable  him  to  proceed,  Mr.  Howard,  of  Maryland,  interposed  a  ques- 
tion. The  chairman  required  him  to  reduce  his  question  to  writing.  Mr. 
Howard  insisted  that  the  rules  of  the  House  did  not  require  him  to 
do  flo.  The  chairman  decided  that  they  ^d  require  it.  Mr.  Howard 
iqipealed. 

In  arguing  the  appeal,  Mr.  Qlasscock,  of  Georgia,  insisted  that  if  such 
arguments  as  the  writer  had  used  were  permitted,  the  Union  would  be 
disBohred.  To  which  Mr.  Giddings  replied  that  the  inference  to  be 
drawn  from  such  threats,  was  that  the  Union  was  hosed  upon  the  slave 
trade.  To  which  Mr.  Glasscock  rejoined  in  an  undertone,  and  in  language 
more  Tulgar  than  statesmanlike,  saying,  **  you  are  a  d — d^liarP 

The  excitement  increased.  Mr.  Adams  and  Mr.  Slade  came  to  the 
asostance  of  Mr.  Giddings  ;  but  the  chairman  appeared  to  be  alarmed, 
and  at  length  decided  that  Mr.  Giddings  was  ofU  of  order ^  and  he  was 
compelled  to  resume  his  seat. 

But  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill  was 
earned,  and  the  bill  was  defeated.  The  success  of  the  motion  consti- 
tated  a  rebuke  to  the  sbyedealers,  and  created  much  feelmg  through- 
oat  the  city. 

In  the  papers  of  the  next  day  the  author  iras  assailed,  and  one  writer 
declared  that  the  rote  defeatmg  the  bUl  had  depreciated  the  price  of  real 
estate  in  the  city.  Mr.  Putnam,  of  New  York,  replied  to  these  attacks 
through  the  papers,  and  there  the  subject  rested. 

As  the  cession  drew  to  a  close,  Mr.  Oambrelllng,  of  New  York, 
moved  a  reeolution,  authorizing  each  member  to  lay  stich  petitions  as  he 
had  in  his  possession  on  the  table,  and  making  it  the  duty  of  the  Olerk 
to  file  and  deposit  them  in  thdr  appropriate  place  in  his  office.  This 
proposition  was  adopted^ 

On  the  25th  February,  Mr.  Adams,  asked  a  suspensioii  of  the  rules, 
for  the  purpose  of  laying  before  the  members  a  proposition  so  to  amend 
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the  Constitation  of  the  United  States,  as  to  abolish  slarery  in  all  the 
States  after  the  .4th  Julj.  a.d.  1848,  and  proriding  there  shall  be 
neither  slarerj  nor  inyolantarj  senritode  in  the  District  of  Golumbia 
after  the  4th  Jalj,  1845.  He  stated  that  this  proposition  was  based 
npon  the  petilion  of  John  Jay  and  forty-three  other  citlcens  of  New 
York.  Bat  the  Hoose  refused  to  suspend  the  roles,  and  the  motiim  ^ 
not  receiyed. 
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CHAPTER  VHL 

FCBIHSR  SFFORTS  TO  INVOLVE  IHB  BRITI8H  GOVSRNMKNt  IK  THB' BUFPOBT 
OF  THE  SLAVE  TRADE — THB  KATUBAL  BIGHT  07  ATBIOAKS  TO  IJFE  AND 
IJBEBT7  SUSTAINED  BT  THB  JIHOICIAL  BBANOH  OF  OOVBBNXBNT — THB 
SECOND   SEMINOLB  WAB. 

The  leading  pharacteiistic  of  the  twenty-sixth  Oongreas  was  an  ^^ 
entire  devotion  to  political  parties.  Every  member  was  6ai^)08ed 
to  belong  to  one  or  the  other  of  the  two  political  organisations,  for 
which  he  was  expected  to  labor,  and  argne,  and  vote.  No  individnal 
was  anthorized  by  them  to  avow  any  doctrine  or  political  principle  nntil 
it  had  been  examined  and  approved  in  cancns.  The  democratic  part^ 
were  in  power  in  all  branches  of  the  Oovernment,  and  had  long  been  in 
power.  AU  bills  were  at  that  time  suggested  by  the  Executive  or  snb- 
mitted  to  the  heads  of  departments  tot  approval  prior  to  being  placed 
before  either  branch  of  Oongress,  and  nearly  every  measure  was  supposed 
to  contain  sdme  provision  fietvorable  to  the  party  in  power. 

The  ruling  spirits  of  both  parties  were  slaveholders.  Mr.  Clay  was 
the  &vorite  of  the  Whigs.  Mr.  Webster  was  also  held  in  high  respect; 
though  it  was  impossible  for  any  man  who  submitted  so  quietly  to  the 
dictation  of  slavery  as  Mr.  Webster,  to  command  that  influence  which 
was  necessary  to  constitute  a  successful  politician. 

Mr.  Calhoun  was  the  object  of  political  idolatry  In  South  Oarolina, 
and  wielded  more  influence  than  any  other  statesman  of  the  nation ;  but 
lus  doctrines  in  r^ard  to  ''  secession,''  or  as  they  were  usually  called, 
*'  nullification,"  had  brought  him  in  conflict  w^  General  Jackson,  and 
thereby  ruined  his  pfrospects  for  the  presidency.  Yet  he  appeared  to 
cherish  the  hope  of  reaching  that  high  ofGice  at  some  time  in  the  future. 

On  the  snl:rject  of  slavery  and  every  collateral  question  connected  with 
that  institution,  the  entire  South  acted  as  a  unit,  while  on  other  subjects 
they  were  divided.  The  northern  members  of  both  parties  felt  entirely 
dependent  upon  their  southern  Mends,  who  dictated  all  movements  of 
their  respective  organizations. 

Mr.  Adams  had  attamed  a  position  which  forbade  him  to  look  to  any 
party  as  a  guide  to  his  conduct.  Mr.  Slade,  of  Vermont,  was  a  Whig, 
had  held  office  m  the  State  Department  under  Mr.  Clay  during  the  ad- 
ministration of  Mr.  Adams,  was  ~an  ardent  siqiporter  of  his  party,  but 
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entertained  a  sense  of  jistiee,  a  lore  of  liberty  altogether  too  Btrong  to 
obey  the  dictation  of  daTeholders.  He  acted  with  Mr.  Adams  gene- 
rally on  the  snbject  of  slarery. 

The  author  of  this  work  luid  served  only  one  session,  and  at  the  tame  < 
of  which  we  are  speaking,  was  regarded  as  a  Whig  of  somewhat  doubt- 
ful character,  in  consequence  of  the  motion  relative  to  the  slave  trade 
which  he  made  at  the  last  session  and  his  remarks  thereon. 

Another  member  now  entered  Congress  as  an  acknowkMlged  and  avowed 
supporter  of  human  rights.  Hon.  Beth  M.  Oates,  of  ^euesee  County, 
New  York,  was  a  lawyer  of  fair  reputation,  of  high  moral  character, 
an  active,  industrious  supporter  of  what  he  believed  right.  He  was  a 
most  devoted  Christian  bbA  philanthropist,  never  &lteiing  in  what  he 
regarded  the  performance  of  duty. 

These  four  members  stood  aloof  firom  political  parties  whenever  sabjects 
involving  moral  principle  were  a^tated  or  the  rights  of  humanity  were 
in  issue.  Many  northern  Whigs  sympathized  with  them,  but  the  writer 
is  not  aware  that  any  other  member  was  willing  to  vote  against  his  party 
on  any  question  touching  slavery.  The  author  was  perhaps  as  strongly 
opposed  to  slavery  as  either  of  the  gentlemen  referred  to,  and  felt  as 
deeply  humiliated  by  the  despotism  to  which  members  of  Congress  were 
subjected,  but  as  yet  he  had  formed  in' his  own  mind  no  definite  course 
of  action  for  himself  further  than  a  general  oppomtion  to  islavery.  ^There 
were  also  in  the  country  many  abolition  societies.  They  urged  the 
aboUlaon  of  slavery  in  general  terms,  but  proposed  no  definite  plan  of 
operations. 

^3g^  n  This  was  the  state  of  the  slave  question  at  the  openmg  of  the 
twenty^ixth  Congress,  which  was  distinguished  first  by  the  great 
contest  in  regard  to  the  delegation  from  New  Jersey  ;  and  secondly,  it 
inaugurated  a  systeniatic  and  determined  energy  in  the  presidential  can- 
vass which  had  never  been  known  before.  These  measures  so  absorbed 
the  public  mind  that  little  attention  was  paid  to  the  snbject  of  slavery. 

Soon  as  the  committees  of  the  House  were  announced,  however,  Mr. 
Wise  moved  a  resolution  declaring  that  whenever  any  petition,  resolution, 
or  paper  should  be  presented  touching  the  abolition  of  slavery,  or  the 
slave  trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  or  in  the  Territories  of  the  United 
States,  the  question  of  reception  shall  be  made,  and  that  question  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Wise  was  a  Whig,  and  was  evidently  anxious  to  relieve  northern 
Whigs  from  the  charge  of  complicity  with  abolitionists. 

Mr.  Adams  opposed  the  measure,  and  most  of  the  northern  Whigs 
voted  against  it    It  was  subjected  to  some  little  modification,  but  after 
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much  redstance  and  manj  propodtioiiB  to  am^d,  was  adopted  bj.the 
House. 

The  general  hlBtorian  win  find  much  to  interest  the  reader  in  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  twenty-sixth  Congress.  At  no  period  of  our  Qovem- 
ment,  has  the  morality  of  oar  public  men  sunk  so  low,  or  frauds  and  pec- 
ulations appeared  so  common :  indeed,  the  doctrine  introduced  In  the 
Senate  in  181*7,  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Oarolina,  "that  goremments 
are  not  bound  by  moral  law,''  had  been  publicly  maintained  by  Mr.  Cal- 
houn, and  supported  by  cTery  adherent  of  slavery,  and  its  results  were 
now  manifested  in  its  practical  operations  in  all  departments  of  the 
GoTemment 

Leading  Democrats,  in  order  to  gain  political  power,  changed  the 
Whigs  with  favoring  abolitionists  ;  insisting  that  the  only  abolitionists 
who  were  members  of  Congress  were  also  Whigs  ;  and  resolutions^,  votes, 
and  proceedings  of  democratic  meetings  held  m  various  parts  of  the 
country  were  read  as  evidence  that  the  whig  party  favored  the  doctrines  ' 
of  freedom. 

To  counteract  these  efforts,  Mr.  Clay,  in  a  public  speech  delivered  in 
the  Senate,  avowed  his  satisfaction  that  certain  pro-slavery  publications 
had  been  put  forth  exposing  the  faUacy  of  aboUHon,  and  he  named  "  A 
Beview  of  Dr.  Channing's  Opinion  of  Slavery,"  "AboHHon  a  Sedition,'* 
"Tkoughti  on  Domestic  Slavery  f  all  of  them  he  regarded  as  able  works, 
and  commended  them  to  public  fiivor. 

Mr.  Calhoun  again  complimented  Mr.  Clay  and  congratulated  the 
country  upon  the  prospect  that  quiet  in  regard  to  slavery  would  soon  be 
restored  to  the  country.  But  thereupon,  another  debate  arose  as  to  the 
best  mode  of  receiving  petitioners  in  regard  to  memorals.  Mr.  Buchanaa 
still  insisting  that  the  better  plan  would  be  to  present  the  petitions,,  and 
then  move  that  the  prayer  he  not  gramted  ;  but  nO  member  proposed  to 
refer  the  petitions  and  gr<mt  the  prayer,  or  state  the  reasons  why  it  ought  * 
not  to  be  granted,  in  the  language  of  kindness  and  respect. 

The  Florida  war  was  yet  in  progress.  It  was  found  very  difficult  to 
capture  the  negroes,  and  as  that  object  constituted  the  mam  stiiinuluB  for 
its  prosecution,  those  most  deeply  interested  suggested  the  propriety  of 
seuiMng  to  Cuba  for  bloodhounds  trained  to  the  business  of  hunting 
slaves. 

The  Executive  appeared  to  hesitate  as  to  adopting  so  barbarous  a 
mode  of  warfare,  even  towards  Africans.  But  while  the  Executive  hesi- 
tated, the  Legislature  of  Florida  made  an  appropriation,  sent  an  agent 
to  Cuba,  obtained 'some  thirty  bloodhounds,  with  Spaniards  to  attend 
and  tirain  them.    When  the  animals  were  obtained,  tiie  United  States 


136  BIXKKDHOUNDS  Uil|P  TQ.  OAPTDBB  2l»»OE8. 

WitboritiM  took  cb»tg9  of  them,  aad  the  fiiBda4>f  the  natioii  wereap|»rO^ 
priated  to  defraj  the  expense,  and  the  troops  of  the  United  States  w^ee 
now  caUed  to  acl  upoA  the  field  in  eompanj  vUh  piratical  Spaniards, 
pntfesaed  n^gro-catohers,  and  bloodbonnda. 

The  Whigs,  leanwg  these  £»Gts,  now  charged  the  Administration  and 
democratic  party  with  the  odium  of  this  barbarous  outrage  upon  the 
dTilizatlon  of  the  age. 

'  Petitions  were  also  seivd  to  thei  Senate  protestiog  agamst  the  use  of 
bloodhounds  for  the  mmder  of  innocent  people.  These  assaults  were 
Jteenly  felt  by  slaveholding  Senators,  who  declared  the  Administratioa 
<was  entirely  unconnected  with  the  transaction  and  in  no  d^ee  reqtoa- 
aiUe  for  it  The  petitions  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
jUbirs,  of  which  OoL  Benton,  was  chairman.  He  called  on  Mr.  Poinsett^ 
Secretary  of  War,  for  informatioa.  That  officer  was  from  South  Carolina^ 
a  slaveholder,  and  accustomed  to  qaeaking  boldly  on  all  subjects  touching 
slavery.  He  admitted  the  employment  of  the  bloodhounds  by  the  United 
States,  and  attempted  to  jiistify  the  policy.  The  subject  attracted  atten- 
tion in  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  was  noticed  very  generally  by 
the  public  press*  On  all  hands  the  Whigs  assailed  the  democratic  party 
with  having  employed  bloodhounds  to  prosecute  the  Florida  war. 
i840;i  ^^^  yfhjie  Mr.  Calhoun  a^d  the  democratic  party  and  south- 
em  Whigs  had  long  deprecated  aU  agitation  of  the  subject  of 
slavery  in  either  House  of  Congreto,  it  was  now  found  importajit  to 
obtain  further  positive  action  m  favor  of  the  coastwise  slave  trade. 
Having  directed  the  energies  of  our  own  Government  to  the  support  of 
slavery,  Mr.  Calhoun  now  put  forth  an  attempt  to  constrain  the  British 
Ministry  to  acknowledge  that  worse  than  infidel  doguuk,  that  human  beings 
may  by  legislative  enactment  be  transformed  into  properly.  The  occasiov 
of  this  effort  arosaas  follows : 

In  the  year  1835,  the  domestic  slave  trade  having  become  profitable^^ 
a  few  individuals  in  the  City  of  Washington,  desirous  of  sharing  in  the 
profits  arising  from  that  commerce,  buHt  a  ship  for  the  purpose  of  em-, 
ploying  it  in  the  transportatioa  of  slaves  **from  the  District  of  Columbia 
to  New  Orleans  wad  other  ports  far  sotUhJ^ 

The  ship  was  called  the  **  Enterprise,"  and  cleared  from  the  port  of 
Alexandria  on  the  22d  January,  1835,  for  the  port  of  Charleston,  with 
a  cargo  of  slaves  collected  principally  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and 
it  being  her  first  trip  her  owners  went  with  her  in  order  to  inform  them- 
selvee  more  particularly  in  regard  to  the  vocation  on  which  they  had 
entered. 

Encountering  severe  storms,  the  ship  was  driven  out  of  her  course,  and 
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luLTing  -suffered  seT^rely  in  her  xiggiDg»  pat  into  Port  Hamilton,  Bennn- 
da,  for  repairs. 

For  a  centary  it  had  been  r^aided  as  the  settled  law  of  nations  that 
the  jurisdiction  of  erery  independent  goTemment  was  ct)-ezten8iTe  with 
its  own  territory,  reaching  a  marine  laagne  into  the  sea.  If  a  ship  came 
into  the  port  of  another  nation,  she  was  boarded  by  the  health  officer  of 
the  port  long  before  reachtog  shore  ;  licensed  pilots  and  reyenne  officers 
entered  on  board ;  they  called  for  biHs  of  health,  manifests  and  informa- 
tioh  as  to  her  cargo  and  the  health  of  her  people,  and  the  persons  on 
board  were  amenable  to  the  local  laws.  Such  was  the  case  with  the 
slaTcs  on  board  the  ''Enterprise^  when  they  entered  Port  Hamilton, 
They  were  no  longer  subjected  to  tiie  American  law  of  Blarery,  bn^ 
were  under  the  protection  of  British  laws,  they  therefore  went  on  shore 
in  pursuit  of  their  own  happiness. 

The  captain  demanded  of  the  local  authorities  assistanoe  to  hold 
them  in  bondage  ;  but  British  laws  recognizing  no  distinction  between 
masters  and  slaves,  disregarded  the  captain's  demand,  and  the  slave 
merchants,  disappointed  at  the  loss  of  their  human  chattels,  returned  to 
Washington  City,  indignant  that  the  laws  of  Engluid  should  have  thus 
interfered  with  their  anticipated  ^peculations  in  human  flesh. 

They  laid  their  complaints  before -General  Jackson,  at  that  time  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  He  at  once  espoused  their  cause,  and 
through  the  S^retary  of  State  demanded  of  the  British  Oovemment  i(' 
con^nsation  for  the  loss. 

To  this  demand  the  British  minister  replied :  That  by  the  law  of 
nations,  tHe  ship  on  entering  Tort  Hamilton  became  subject  to  British 
laws.  That  there  were  three  forties  to  the  iramadum.  1,  The  slave- 
dealers ;  2,  The  British  authorities ;  and  3,  13ie  slaves,  who  demanded 
their  liberty.  There  was  in  that  port  no  law  of  slavery,  and  no  British 
officer  could  rec(^nize  the  right  of  one  man  to  hold  another  as  property. 

This  argument  of  the  British  Ministry  was  based  upon  the  principle 
•that  the  slave  trade  was  barbarous,  and  not  to  be  encourage  by  Chris* 
tian  nations.  This  reflection  was  felt  more  keenly  for  its  truth ;  and 
the  assertion  that  men  could  not  hoH  men  as  jproper^^^seemed  to  charao> 
tense  slavery  as  an  acfcnowle^Bied  despotism.  It  was,  however,  a  reaa- 
sertion  of  the  doctrine  on  which  our  Oovemment  had  been  founded  ;  for 
the  overthrow  of  which  the  advocates  of  homan  bondage  had  labored 
long  and  ardently. 

StuDg  by  the  reflection  thus  cast  upon  the  institution,  Mr.  Galhomi 
presented  to  the  Senate  three  propositionsi  as  he  said,  declaratory  of  the 
law  of  nations. 
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The  first  asserted  that,  *^  a  ship  or  yessel  on  the  high  seas  in  lime  of 
peace,  engaged  in  a  lawfbl  TOjagOyis  by  the  law  of  nations  under  the 
ezclnsiye  jurisdiction  of  the  state  to  which*  her  flag  belongs,** 

The  second  declared  that,  "  should  such  a  ship  be  forced  by  stress  of 
weather,  or  other  unavoidable  accident,  into  a  friendly  port,  she  would 
lose  none  of  the  rights  pertaining  to  her  on  the  high  seas.  On  the  con- 
trary, she  and  her  cargo  and  the  persons  on  board;  with  their  properiy, 
snd  all  the  rights  belonging  to  their  personal  relations  as  established  by 
the  laws  of  the  state  to  which  they  belong,  would  be  under  the  protec* 
tion  which  the  law  of  nation  extends  to  the  unfortunate  under  such 
drcumstances." 

The  third  asserted,  "  that  the  brig  '  Enterprise,'  which  was  unavoid- 
ably forced  by  stress  of  weather  into  Port  Hamilton,  Bermuda,  tohiU  on 
a  lawful  voyage  on  the  high  seas,  from  one  port  of  the  United  States  to 
another,  comes  within  the  prindples  of  the  foregoing  resolution,  and  that 
the  seizure  and  detention  of  the  negroes  by  the  local  authorities  of  that 
island  was  an  act  in  vidation  of  the  laws  of  nations,  and  highly  unjust  to 
our  citizens  to  whona  they  belonged." 

jg^.  The  advocates  of  human  bondage  seldom  mentioned  the  word 
"  slave,"  or  **  slave  trade."  Neither  was  used  in  these  resolu- 
tions J  but  Mr.  Calhoun  and  other  Senators  assumed  that  a  ship  engaged 
in  the  coastwise  slave  trade  was  pursuing  a  lawful  voyage :  that  she  car- 
ried with  her  the  laws  of  the  state  from  whence  she  sailed  while  upon 
the  high  seas,  and  when  constrained  through  stress  of  weather  to  enter 
a  friendly  port,  she  carried  those  laws  with  her,  and  while  in  such  port 
the  master  enjoyed  all  the  rights  of  buying  and  selling,  of  chastising, 
and  in  case  of  resistance,  of  slaying  his  slaves,  however  repugnant  those 
acts  may  be  to  the  laws  or  the  government  into  whose  jurisdiction  the 
ship  may  have  entered. 

These  propositions  were  sustained  by  Messrs.  Calhoun,  Grundy,  of 
Tennessee,  and  King,  of  Alabama.  They  were  thfen  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  ;  and  after  a  few  days,  reported  back  tor 
the  Senate  by  Mr.  Buchanan. 

They  were  again  advocated  by  Mr.  Calhoun,  Mr.  Clay  and  Mr.  Ben- 
ton, and  opposed  by  Mr.  Porter,  of  Michigan.  This  gentleman  had  but 
just  taken  his  seat  in  the  Senate,  was  a  lawyer  by  profession,  a  man  of 
high  mor^l  character,  but  possessing  no  distinction  as  a  statesman.  He 
had  not  even  looked  into  this  particular  subject  until  it  Was  presented,  and 
the  resolutions  were  supported  by  the  most  distingu^bed  Senators  of  the 
nation.  He  bow  looked  around  him,  and  saw  that  Webster,  and  Davis, 
and  Wright  wq^e  silent    Obeying  the  dictates  of  his  own  judgment  and 
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confidence,  he  heroically  met  the  OTerwhefaning  inflnence  arrayed  against 
him,  and  showed  the  most  cogent  reasons  for  rejecting  the  reeolations, 
by  exhibiting  the  absurdity  of  an  attempt  to  change  the  law  of  nations 
by  senatorial  resolutions  ;  and  the  yet  greater  absurdity  of  the  attempt 
to  iodace  the  British  Oovemment  to  acknowledge  the  laws  of  slavery 
and  of  the  slave  trade  to  exist  and  be  in  force  within  her  ports* 

Mr.  Porter  concluded  his  remarks  by  moTlug  to  lay  the  resolutions  <^ 
Mr.  Calhoun  on  the  table,  and  boldly  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  question.  And  on  the  roll  being  called  he  alone  voted  in  favor  of 
bis  motion :  while  every  Senator  fr<Hn  the  slave  States  and  Messrs. 
Allen  and  Tappan,  of  Ohio  ;  Buchanan  and  Sturgeon,  of  Pennsylvania  ; 
Dixon,  of  Bhode  Island ;  Hubbard  and  Pierce,  of  New  Hampshire ; 
Robinson  and  Young,  of  Illinois  ;  Williams,  of  Maine,  and  his  colleague, 
Norvell,  voted  with  the  slaveholders :  and  Messrs.  Webster  and  Davis, 
of  Massachusetts ;  Southard  and  Wall,  of  New  Jersey ;  Wright  and 
Tallmadge,  of  New  York  ;  Buggies,  of  Maine  ;  Smith  and  White,  of 
Indiana,  and  Knight,  of  Bhode  Island,  declined  voting,  apparently  un- 
willing to  take  position  either  in  favor  or  against  the  resolutions.  The 
Senate  wa^  divided  as  follows :  for  the  resolutions,  83  ;  against  them,  1. 
Neither  for  nor  agunst  them,  10  ;  one  vacancy  and  five  absent.  The 
resolutions  were  then  adopted  by  S3  yeas.  None  voting  in  the 
negative. 

.The  adoption  of  these  resolutions  constituted  the  first  attempt  to  con* 
strain  foreign  governments  to  acknowledge  the  supremacy  of  slavery. 

Another  effort  was  made  during  the  twenty-sixth  Congress  to  render 
our  free  States  more  entirely  subsidiary  to  the  institution. 

In  May,  183 1,  the  captain  of  the  ship  **  Boston"  of  Maine,  from 
OeoTgia,  homeward  bound,  after  being  some  thirty  hours  at  sea,  found  a 
colored  man  on  board,  who  being  landed  in  Maine,  continued  his  journey 
to  Canada,  where  under  British  laws  he  became  firee. 

These  facts  bemg  known,  the  Governor  of  Oeoigia  demanded  the 
captain  as  a  fugitive  from  justice,  charged  with  "  sUaUng  a  davtJ'  No 
such  crime  being  known  to  the  laws  of  Maine,  the  Oovemor  of  that 
State  refused  to  surrender  him. 

The  Governor  of  Georgia,  apparently  indignant  at  the  people  of  Maine 
for  treating  slaves  as  penons,  and  not  subjects  of  larceny,  transmitted  a 
message  to  the  Legislature  of  his  State  setting  forth  the  facts  stated. 

The  Legislature  adopted  strong  resolutions  calling  on  Congress  to 
amend  the  law  in  regard  to  fugitives  from  justice  so  as  to  require  the 
surrender  of  persons  charged  with  stealing  slaves. 

Mr.  Lumpkin,  of  Georgia,  presented  these  resolutions  and  sustained 
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Iheai  by  an  elabofate  urguBoil^  m  did  Ua  eoUeagne,  Mr.  Cathbert»  mmI 
the  resolotioiiB  were  flent  to  the  Coniuitee  on  the  Jndioiary,  where  thej 
were  buried  in  oknoe,  the  committee  deeauQg  it  improper  to  agitate 
that  qnestipa  in  the  thenexeited  state  of  the  public  mind. 

While  these  efforts  of  the  slavdiolders  were  bemg  put  forth  in  the 
Senate,  Mr.  Rhett,  of  South  Caroluia,  presented  to  the  Honse  of  Repro- 
sentatiTes  lesolntions  instmeting  the.Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  to 
inqaire  into  the  circumstances  onder  which  the  slares  on  board  the  brig 
"  Enterprise  "  were  taken  from  their  masters  in  Port  Hamilton,  Bermnda  7 

The  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table  and  never  called  up  for  con- 
sideration. 

1640.1  '^^  freedom  of  debate  in  the  House  of  Representatives  at  the 
period  of  which  we  are  writing,  was  entirely  suppressed  on  the 
subject  of  slaTcrj,  and  members  often  resorted  to  the  practice  of  embody- 
ing the  substUKe  of  what  they  wished  to  say  in  resolutions  which  they 
presented  to  the  House. 

On  the  9th  March,  Mr.  Adaott  introduced  a  resolre  of  that  charac- 
ter, as  follows : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to  report.to  this 
House  the  natural,  politieal,  and  martial  history  of  the  bloodhounds; 
showing  the  peculiar  fitness  of  that  class  of  warriors  to  be  the  associates 
of  the  gallant  army  o^  the  United  States  ;  showing  the  nice  discrimina- 
tion of  his  scent  between  the  blood  of  the  freeman  and  the  slave,  be- 
tween the  blood  of  the  armed  warrior  and  that  of  women  or  childrai ; 
between  the  blood  of  the  black  and  the  white  }  between  the  blood  of  the 
savage  Seminole  and  the  Anglo  pious  GhristlaD.  Also  the  number 
of  bloodhounds,  and  their  conductors,  imported  by  this  Government,  or 
by  the  authorities  of  Florida  from  the  isLuid  of  Onba,  and  the  costs  of 
importation  ?  Also  whether  a  farther  importation  of.  the  same  heroic 
race  into  the  State  of  Maine  to  await  the  contingency  of  a  threatened 
ncHTtheastem  boundary  question,  is  contemplated?  Or,  only  to  set  an 
example  to  be  followed  by  our  possible  adversary  in  the  event  of  a  con. 
flict,  whether  measures  have  been  taken  to  secure  exclusively  to  our- 
selves the  employment  of  this  auxiliary  force  f  and  whether  he  deems 
it  expedient  to  extend  to  the  Uoodliounds  and  their  posterity  the  bene- 
fits of  the  pension  laws.". 

But  as  the  resolution  gave  riee  to  debate,  it  was  laid,  on  the  table.    I 
will  be  remembered  that  in  a  former  chapter  we  ipoke  of  the  emfdoy- 
ment  of  these  bloodhounds,  and  refisr  to  the  subject  only  to  give  place  to 
the  resolution  just  cited,  as  one  of  the  passing  incidents*  which  marked 
the  proceedings  of  Congress. 
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The  oligarcbs  of  oor  sonthem  States  were  mvcb  annoyed  by  the  tight 
of  their  bondmen  to  the  CanadaA,  where  they  were  wdcomed  and  soon 
became  nsefnl  subjects  of  the  British  crown.  When  they  once  reached 
the  jurisdiction  of  British  laws  they  regarded  themselTes  safe  from 
the  master's  sconrge.  To  remedy  this  practice,  Hon.  Garret  Davis,  of 
Kentucky,  proposed,  hf  resolutions,  to  caD  on  the  Executive  to  open 
negotiations  with  the  British  OoTemment,  and  if  possible  obtain  a  treaty 
by  which  fugitive  slaves  should  be  surrendered,  or  the  value  of  the  slave 
paid  to  the  master  by  the  government  of  England  ;  but  the  propositioB 
was  not  sustained  by  the  House.* 

The  student  of  our  political  history  wOl  m  fhtnre  regard  the  deqwtfsm 
of  slavery  as  having  reached  its  culminating  point  during  this  first  sessioB 
of  the  twenty-sixth  Congress.  Korthem  submissibn  then  descended  to 
its  lowest  depths ;  from  that  tame  resistance  to  the  slave  power  became 
stronger  and  more  frequent.  And  alliiough  for  a  while  the  struggle 
appeared  unequal,  the  grasp  of  southern  p<^tician8  upon  political  power 
began  gradually  to  relax  in  proportion  as  the  advocates  of  liberty  in- 
creased in  numbers  and  influence. 

The  presidential  campaign  of  1840  contributed  greatly  to  awaken  the 
public  mind  to  the  corruptions  of  the  democratic  party^  and  of  the  slave 
power  which  controlled'  its  operations.  Oppression  can  only  thrive  in 
quietude,  and  quietude  under  oppression  can  only  be  cultivated  in  the 
sterile  soU  of  ignorance.  With  the  exception  of  four  years^  the  demo- 
cratic party  had  been  in  power  for  a  quarter  of  a  century ;  during  that 
time  it  had  become  despotic,  corruption  keeping  pace  with  despotism; 
and  now,  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  ihe  nation,  the  people  were 
directly  and  personally  addressed  and  invited  to  arouse  and  huri  from 
office  a  party  denounced  as  uiworthy  of- public  confidence.  The  Wlugs 
laid  down  no  essential  prindple,  no  fimdiunental  doctrine  on  which  they 
raDied ;  they  took  no  distinct  issue  with  the  democratic  party  except 
on  some  minor  pomts  of  policy;  but  the  canvass  was  conducted  throng 
out  by  continued  exhibitions  of  the  frauds,  peculations,  oorruptions,  des- 
potisms, and  unworthiness  of  the  democratic  candidates.  Southern 
Whigs  denounced  them  as  favoring  abolition,  northern  Whigs  arnugned 
them  as  the  mere  instruments  for  carrymg  out  the  despotism  of  slavery  ; 
showed  that  they  had  stricken  down  the  right  of  petition,  had  sOenced  the 
freedom  of  debate,  maintained  the  slave  trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia 
and  on  our  southern  coast,  and  done  many  other  things  destructive  of 
liberty  and  free  government.  » They  flooded  the  country  with  Congres- 

*  Twenty-two  yean  afterwards  Mr.  DaTls  was  a  member  of  tbe  Senate,  from  Kentucky,  fttd  Mtt> 
ttaned  to  atter  hb  prefercnee  for  alarery  whhottt  any  api»ai«iil  diaago  of  opinion. 
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flioiwl  speeches,  repcnrts  of  conunittees,  and  official  docomeats.  PoKtkad 
orators  trayelled  erery  State  and  nearly  eyeiy  county  and  town,  addresa* 
ing  pablic  meetings,  ajid  calling  on  the  people  to  come  forth  in  the  tree 
spMl  of  our  institatioiiB,  and  by  their  Yotes  saye  the  OoTemm^t  and 
country  from  that  snre  destruction  which  must  in  time  await  it,  if  exist* 
ing  erils  were  not  corrected. 

,^^        Mr.  Van  Bnren  was  the  donocratic  candidate ;  he  was  aa 
able  man,  and  had  labored  to  correct  and  reform  his  party ;  but 
nnfortonately  for  himself,  was  controlled  by  southern  politicians^  who 
were  &r  less  discreet. 

General  Harrison,  the  whig  candidate,  was  a  citizen  of  Ohio.  He  had 
distinguished  himself  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  had,  like  the  sons  of  the 
''  first  families  of  Yirginia^"  held  olQce  from  his  youth.  He  was  not  only 
a  son  of  the  Old  Dominion,  but  had  been  reared  a  shiveholder,  and  his 
whole  life  had  been  acceptable  to  the  slaye  power. 

Some  of  the  more  actiTe  anti*slayery  men  of  the  country  would  not  sup- 
port either  Mr.  Van  Buren  or  General  Harrison ;  but  nominated  Hon. 
James  G.  Bimey,  a  citizen  of  Kentucky,  a  lawyer  of  high  moral  character, 
who,  baring  been  called  to  inyestigate  the  question  of  "properly  in  $lave$^ 
became  impressed  with  the  absurdity  of  the  dogma,  as  well  as  of  the  institi^ 
tion  itself.  He  emancipated  his  own  bondmen,'and  avowed  his  hostility 
to  the  institution.  He  was  sustained  by  ''  The  Philanthropist,"  a.new»> 
p(^)er  published  at  Gindnnati,  Ohio,  ably  conducted  by  "Gamaliel 
Bailey,  Esq.,"  who  for  twenty  years  had  been  a  demoted  advocate  of 
liberty. 

The  vote  for  Mr.  Bimey  was  small,  bnt  the  mere  fiut  that  a  man  bred 
a  slaveholder  had  become  an  anti^avery  candidate  for  President,  was 
lodced  upon  by  southern  statesmen  as  a  portentous  omen. 

General  Harrison  was  elected  by  a  triumphant  vote,  and  the  prestige 
of  the  democratic  party  was  somewhat  impwred,  and  the  manifestation 
of  discontent  under  slaveholding  despotism  created  uneasiness  among 
southern  politicians,  wlule  it  strengthened  and  confirmed  north^n  men 
in  their  hatred  of  oppression. 

The  whig  members  of  Oongress  had  professed  disgust  at  the  gag-rules 
under  which  they  were  constrained  to  sit,  and  the  whig  press  of  the 
country  had  condemned  the  suppression  of  debate  as  well  as  prohibiting 
the  right  of  petition ;  and  no  one  appeared  to  doubt  that  on  coming 
into  power  that  party  would  restore  those  natural 'and  constitutional 
prerogatives  of  the  people. 

2^1^,         A.  new  state  of  things  existed  at  the  meeting  of  the  twenty- 
sixth  Oongress  for  the  purpose  of  holding  its  last  session.    Tfaie 
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Democcats  were  going  oat  of  power,  aad  the  req>oii8il»lities  of  the 
OoTemment  were  soon  to  be  assiimed  by  the  whig  party.  The  qnee- 
tlon  of  slavery  had  not  been  an  issae  between  the  Whigs  and  Demo- 
crats, and  no  one  expected  the  President  elect  would  cast  his  inflnence 
against  slavery,  further  than  to  &vor  the  right  of  petition  and  the  free- 
dom of  debate :  on  other  points  the  Whigs  hoped  much  and  the 
Democrats  feared  much  from  the  influence  of  the  incoming  Executive  ;^ 
yet  the  Whigs  merely  demanded  that  he  should  favor  a  high  tariff,  a 
naticNial  bank,  and  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  land^. 
But  during  the  early  part  of  the  session,  little  was  said  on  party  quee- 
tions,  which  by  common  consent  were  pretermitted  to  a  more  conve- 
nieat  season.  | 

On  the  first  day  of  the  session  Mr.  Adams  gave  notice  of  his  intention 
to  move  a  repeal  of  the  **  gag  resolution,"  as  it  was  called,  which  now 
constituted  the  2l8t  rule  of  the  Sinue. 

•The  Legislature  of  South  Carolina  having  adopted  a  long  report 
and  resolutions  expressing  their  approval  of  Mr.  Van  Buren's  administrar 
tion,  and  lauding  him  for  his  devotion  to  southern  interests,  and  denounc- 
ing the  election  of  Oeneral  Harrison  as  having  been  obtained  by  disre- 
putabk  and  unworthy  ajfeals  to  the  people,  transmitted  them  to  Senator 
Preston,  of  that  State,  who  presented  them  to  the  Senate.  But  no 
Senator  took  exception  to  this  supercilious  reproof  of  those  northern 
States  whose  people  had  voted  without  respect  to  the  wishes  of  Sooth 
Carolina. 

An  incident  now  occurred  well  calculated  to  confirm  mankind  in  the 
philosophy,  that  the  will  of  the  Creator  is  manifested  in  the  laws*  which 
govern  the  moral  and  physical  universe,  giving  to  all  men  imprescript- 
ible rights  to  live  and  to  that  liberty  which  shall  enablethem  to  support 
life,  obtain  knowledge  and  enjoy  hi^pmess.  Indeed,  history,  observa- 
tion and  experience  show  thai  a  love  of  life  and  liberty  inspires  every 
huBan  soul  to  effort :  hence,  ev^  man  or  government  that  seeks  to 
enslave  or  murder  innocent  men  or  women,  violates  this  "  law  of  nature 
and  of  nature's  God,"  and  makes  war  upon  the  will  of  Omnipotence. 

In  June,  1839,  a  Cuban  slave  ehip  landed  her  cargo  of  human  beings 
ftt  Havana ;  the  negroes  were  imprisoned  in  the  barracoons  of  that  dty 
a  short  tune,  when  forty-nine  of  them  were  purchased  by  I.  Ruiz,  a 
slAvedealer,  and  three  others  by  P.  Mimtes.  A  pass  for  these  fifty-two 
persons  was  obtained  from  the  Oovemor  by  paying  him  the  usual  fee, 
which  constitutes  a  portion  of  his  official  perquisites  for  permitting  the 
foie^^  slave  trade  to  be  carried  on  in  that  island.  This  pass  was 
merely  a  license  to  Moutea  and  Ruis  to  transport  certain  Ladinos  (or 
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acclimated  steTes),  naming  them,  frma  HaYana  to  Principe,  on  tha  aavtfc 
of  the  island. 

The  slayes  were  shipped  on  board  the  schooner  "  Amistad  "  aboat  tha 
Ist  oi  July,  and  on  the  same  day  she  safled  for  her  port  of  destinatkiik 
The  crew  consisted  of  the  captain,  mate,  and  three  sailors  ;  three  paa^ 
seogers  were  dlso  on  board  besides  Montez  and  Rdz  and  their  slavea. 
y  When  four  days  oat,  and  while  sailing  i^ong  the  coast,  the  Afrfoaaa 
by  preconcert  saddenly  rose  iqK>n  their  oppressors,  slew  the  captain  and 
cook,  and  wonnded  two  of  the  crew.  The  others  surrendered,  and  tte 
siayes  took  possession  of  the  shlp^  and  in  one  half  hour  the  "  slahu^  of 
these  parties  was  reversed.    The  Africans  held  thdr  masters  in  sulfjee-  | 

tion,  and  the  haughty  slayedealer  now  meekly  bowed  to^  that  dasi  of 
bdngs  whom  but  a  few  moments  previously  he  had  called  his  "  prepenp,"  \ 

But  these  Pagans  were  too  senatlye  to  tfie  dictates  of  natural  justice  to 
hold  their  Christian  victims,  in  bondage.  They  immediately  sent  Ike 
crew  and  passengers  on  shore  in  the  boat,  but  retained.  Ruiz  and  Hon- 
tez,  directing  them  by  signs  to  guide  the  ship  to  Africa,  theur  native 
land,  from  which  slaveholding  cupidity  had  torn  them.  i 

But  the  Spaniards,  taking  advantage  of  the  foggy  weather,  and  of 
the  darkness  of  night,  headed  the  ship  northwardly,  and  at  length  came 
to  anchor  near  the  east  end  of  Long  Island,  on  the  coast  of  Conneedcat 

Lieutenant  Oedney,  of  the  schooner  '' Washii^^n,''  engaged  on  tha 
coast  survey,  took  possesaon  of  the  ^'Amistad''  and  cargo,  claiming 
salvage  on  both  property  and  negroes,  whom  he  believed  to  constitata 
** -property^  while  he  permitted  Montcis  and  Ruiz,  the  only  crimiliab 
engaged  m  the  transaction,  to  go  at  Hberty.  But  the  moral  sense  of 
the  community  would  have  consigned  them  to  the  gallows,  and  set  the 
slaves  at  liberty. 

Hie  whole  transaction  was  published  in  the  papers,  and  created  much 
interest.  People  of  the  free  States  aow  saw  the  slave  trade  brought 
home  to  the  shores  of  New  England.  Its  crimes  and  its  horrora  weia 
unveiled  to  the  public  view,  while  the  native  love  of  liberty  had  been  man* 
ifested  in  the  heroism  with  which  these  barbarians  obtained  possession  of 
the  ship. 

Hie  Spanish  mmister,  in  the  name  of  his  government,  demanded  that 
these  heroic  Africans  should  be  Beat  back  to  Cuba  and  delivered  up  to 
the  authorities  of  that  island  to  be  pumshed  for  regaining  their  freedom, 
which  by  the  people  of  our  free  States  was  regarded  as  a  "kenic 

But,  to  the  extreme  mortification  of  northern  people,  the  PresideBt 
favored  the  claimB  of  the  slavedealers ;    and  instead  of  setting  the 
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negroee  tree,  they  were  seized  and  imprisoned  under  authority  of  the 
Vmted  States  at  the  instance  of  the  Spanish  minister  ;  while  Montes 
and  Ruiz  claimed  them  as  ihdr  property.  The  United  States  district 
attomej  appeared  on  behalf  of  Montez  and  Ruiz  as  well  as  of  the 
Spanish  minister.  The  proceedings  were  had  before  the  United  States 
district  court  for  the  Stat6  of  Connecticut.  In  the  meantime  the  phil- 
anthropists of  New  England  were  not^dle  spectators  of  these  inddents. 
They  engaged  eminent  counsel  to  appear  on  behalf  of  the  negroes,  and 
maintain  their  natural  and  legal  rights  to  freedom. 

Southern  statesmen^ were  nerrouslj  excited.  All  trials  for  yiolations 
of  the  law  prohibiting  the  slaye  trade  had  been  previously  intrusted  to 
southern  courts,  and  no  person  had  been  conyicted.  Indeed,  such  was 
the  sympathy  of  the  people  of  the  slave  States  for  slavedealers  that  no 
conviction  for  the  crime  of  slavedealing  could  be  obtained  before  a  slave* 
holding  court  and  a  slaveholding  jury.  But  a  trial  fbr  that  crime  among 
the  freemen  of  Connecticut  was  looked  to  with  fear  and  trembling  by 
southern  men.  There  every  man  felt  that  no  slave  could  tread  the  soil 
of  a  State  whose  people  had  exhibited  such  an  undying  love  of  liberty : 
yet  it  was  known  that  the  President  and  all  southern  statesmen  were 
anxious  that  the  court  should  in  some  manner  obtain  a  conviction  of 
those  friendless  Africans  ;  and  most  northern,  politicians  were  timid  and 
fftoltering. 

While  the  trial  was-progressmg,  the  President  sent  an  armed  vessel  to 
Kew  Haven  with  orders  to  carry  those  Africans  to  Cuba  soon  as  they 
mig^t  be  delivered  to  the  captain  on  board  ;  and  at  the  same  time  he 
sent  secret  directions  to  the  attorney  and  marshal  of  the  district  to  hurry 
tbe  prisoners  on  board  the  ship  as  rapidly  as  possible  after  the  judge 
ihould  decide  against  them,  witiiout  permitting  their  eounsel  or  friends 
to  take  an  appeal. 

In  the  meantime,  Mr.  Adams,  watchful  and  vigilant,  introduced  reso- 
lutions in  the  House  of  Representatives/ calling  on  the  Prendent  to  conh 
municate  to  Congress  the  process  or  authority  on  which  these  persons, 
diarged  with  no  crime,  were  held  in  prison. 

This  calling  in  question  the  authority  by  which  the  Africans  were 
imprisoned,  appeared  to  alarm  the  advocates  of  slavery;  and  the  demo- 
eratk)  party  rejected  the  proposition ;  but  while  the  court  and  council 
were  publicly  arguing  and  examudng  the  question  whether  these  heathens 
kad  received  from  the  Creator  the  right  to  life  and  liberty,  the  House 
of  Representatives  was  engaged  in  the  same  investigation,  and  the  new»* 
papers  were  spreadmg  the  facts  before  the  people. 

Some  public  men  went  farther,  and  asserting  the  well  known  and 
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acknowledged  principle  that  dATOiy  and  tlaTedealing  ooostitates  a  pei^ 
petoal  war  between  tiie  enakvor  and  the  enshived,  they  vindkatad  the 
right  of  these  Africane  not  onlj  to  rise  and  slay  their  ci^tore  wheneTer 
they  had  the  power  to  do  so ;  b«t  to  hold  thoee  who  sarrttidered,  as 
prisoners^  and  the  ship  and  cargo  as  their  lawful  prize:  and  that 
our  Oovemment  had  no  right  to  interfere  between  the  Africans  and 
Mdntec  and  Ruiz,  who  were  legal  prisoners,  nor  to  take  from  the  Afri- 
cans the  ship  or  caigo,  which  were  their  **  legal  prize/' 

These  questions  greatly  annoyed  the  advocates  of  slayery,  and  the 
draiocratic  party,  on  whom  the  sktre  interest  relied  for  8Eq>port. 

After  a  long  and  patient  inrestigation,  the  ooort  pronounced  jodgmoit  hi 
l&Tor  of  the  prisoners,  notwithstanding  the  inflaence  arrayed  agunst  them: 
folding  that  by  the  laws  of  God  and  man  these  people  had  the  right  to  livc^ 
.and  to  that  liberty  which  would  enable  them  to  cherish  and  protect  Mfe. 

The  libellants  were  therefore  oonstramed  to  permit  the  prisoners  to  be 
set  ai  liberty,  or  a^^al  to  the  Supreme  Court.  They  chose  to  appeal, 
;and  the  case  stood  for  hearing  before  that  august  tribunal 

Mr.  Adams  had  been  educated  for  the  bar,  and  for  some  yean  had 
practised  both  in  State  and  United  States  courts  ;  but  more  than  thirty 
years  previously,  he  had  retired  from  professional  duties,  devoting  his 
whole  time  to  the  public  service.  He  had  taken  a  deep  interest  in  this 
case,  which  had  been  well  and  ably  argued  before  the  district  court  by 
Governor  Baldwin,  of  Connecticut :  but  when  the  ^peal  was  entered, 
and  the  case  was  likely  to  come  before  the  Supreme  Conrt^  it  assomed  a 
political  as  well  as  legal  character.  Marshall,  who  had  so  long  presided 
in  that  tribunal,  had  departed  ;  and  a  majority  of  the  judges  weve  at 
that  time  comparatively  inezperieneed  members  of  the  democratic  party; 
they  w»e  also  shiveholders,  a«d  qrmpathized  with  tiiose  who  were 
endeavoring  to  sustain  the  institution. 

The  public  men  of  the  free  States  had  confidence  in  Story  and  Thomp- 
sen  and  M?Lean ;  but  Baldwin,  though  from  a  free  State,  had  long  Jmn 
among  the  ablest  and  firmest  supporters  oSf  slavery ;  and  the  other  five  were 
from  the  slave  States,  reared  and  educated  in  the  love  of  ofi^ression. 
Under  these  circumstances,  there  was  a  strong  desire  among  the  philan- 
thropists to  have  Mr.  Adams  appear  as  oounsel  for  the  Afn^»nn^  not  so 
much  to  argue  the  legal  questions  which  arose  in  the  case,  as  to  avail 
themselves  of  his  moral  influence  before  the  court  and  nation. 

And  now,  after  the  distinguished  statesnum  had  been  more  tlmn  a 
generation  absent  from  the  court,  he  reappeared  a»  counsel  for  theae 
ignorant  barbarians,  who  could  not  speak  our  language,  and  with  whon 
he  eould  not  converse,  except  through  an  interpreter. 


TBB  AFSIOAJTB  fiST  AT  UBEBTT.  147 

The  trial  eoDstitnted  a  aoene  deeply  interesting.  The  Legidatiye 
branch  of  Goyemment  had  become  entirely  sabserrient  to  the  slave 
power:  the  Ezecntive  bad  not  onlj  exhibited  a  desire  to  send  these 
Africans  back  to  a  worse  than  heathen  bondage ;  bnt  be  bad  manifested 
an  anxiety  to  do  so  without  even  permitting  them  to  be  heard  before 
the  coort  of  dernier  resort. 

The  question  was  one  which  stmck  at  the  Tery  existence  of  slarery: 
Were  these  degraded,  ignorant,  siqierstitions  heathen  entitled  to  life 
and  liberty  7  Had  the  Creator  endowed  them  with  these  prerogatiyes  f 
These  questions  constitnted  the  momentous  issue  to  be  tried :  the  Cowrt^ 
clad  in  judicial  robes,  the  distinguished  Attorney-General,  and  numerous 
members  of  the  bar,  Goyemor  Baldwin  acting  as  prisoners'  counsel  for 
the  Africans,  associated'  With  Mr.  Adams,  who  had  long  since  left  the 
Presidential  chair,  with  the  honors  and  blessings  of  a  nation  j  the  yast 
audience,  the  solemn  bearing  and  dignity  of  the  court  and  officers,  all 
conspired  to  render  the  proceeding  one  of  high  moral  sublimity. 

During  the  whole  argument  there  was  perfect  silence ;  but  when 
Mr.  Adams,  in  his  peroration,  spoke  of  mankind  as  a  race  endowed  with 
intelligence  and  hopes  of  immortality,  and  then  referred  to  the  slaye 
trade  and  the  slayedealer,  painted  his  reyolting  crimes,  and  spoke  of 
Ruiz,  when  entering  the  ''dark  yalley,"  and  earth  receding  from  his 
yiew,  ''when  this  sin  should  sit  heayy  on  his  soul,''  the  feelings. of  the 
audience  nor  of  the  court  could  be  disguised. 

The  judges,  after  due  consideration,  deUvered  their  q>inion,  declaring 
in  substance  that  these  people  were  bom  free,  and  had  neyer  been  legally 
AM  as  dates.  That  in  rising  upon  the  captain  and  crew,  and  taking 
possession  of  the  ship,  they  committed  no  crime,  yiolated  no  law,  and 
were  amenable  to  no  punishment. 

The  triumph  was  complete,  so  far  as  the  Africans  were  concerned. 
They  were  liberated  and  sent  back  to  their  natiye  land  at  the  public 
expense :  yet  the  court  failed  to  meet  the  great  point  which  constituted 
the  real  issue.  They  contented  themselyes  with  saying  that  these  men 
were  not  legaBy  enslayed ;  but  did  not  say  that  the  natural  right  to 
liberty  was  inalienable:  that  no  human  being  could  be  legally  enslaved : 
that  any  human  enactment  anthoriring  one  man  to  enslaye  another  must 
be  woid  T  that  aSk  enactments,  agreements,  coyenants,  oaths  or  obligations 
professing  to  authorize  or  encourage  the  conmiission  of  crime,  are  not 
only  yoid,  but  .the  parties  become  accessory  to  the  crimes  committed 
under  such  agreements,  coyenants  or  enactments.  The  court  were  not 
probably  unmindful  that  these  principles  were  recognized  in  private  life, 
were  confirmed  by  daily  discussions  in  almost  eyery  munidpal  court ; 
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bnt  the  doctrine  that  gorenmients  were  boand  by  tbem,  bad  long  been 
denied  bj  both  Houses  of  Congr^  and  by  the  Executive ;  and  the 
eourt  appeared  unwilling  to  come  in  conflict  with  those  departments 
upon  a  question  so  vital  to  the  institution  of  slavery. 

The  author  of  this  work  was  now  anxious  to  put  forth  some  well 
defined  Constitutional  principle,  on  which  all  supporters  of  liberty  could 
unite  in  a  distinct  poUHcal  organization. 

*  Mr.  Adams  was  cautious  :  indeed  he  was  unwilling  to  enter  into  any 
combination  that  should  have  the  appearance  of  a  political  party. 
Mr.  Slade  fully  agreed  with  Mr.  Adams,  while  Mr.  Gates  favored  the 
proposition  of  the  writer. 

These  four  membets  held  frequent  consultations,  in  order  to  devise 
some  plan  by  which  to  regain  the  freedom  of  debate  and  the  right  of 
petition. 

At  one^of  these  consultations  the  author  proposed  to  brmg  the  sub- 
ject of  slavery  collaterally  into  debate,  while  other  matters  constituted 
the  main  subject  of  discussion.  Mr.  Adams,  not  apparently  understand- 
ing the  precise  mode  indicated,  took  occasion  to  urge  the  writer  to  try 
the  experiment,  saying,  ^at  as  he  had  bestowed  thought  upon  his  plan, 
bad  been  in  the  practice  of  law  for  many  years,  and  would  be  better 
able  to  make  the  experiment  than  any  other  member  who  had  not 
reflected  maturely  on  the'  subject.  To  this  proposition  the  author 
assented,  and  immediately  commenced  preparing  for  the  experiment, 
jg^v  On  the  8th  February;  Mr.  Thompson,  of  South  Carolina,  under 
leave  prjesented  a  bill  appropriatmg  for  the  prosecution  of  the 
Florida  war,  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  be  expended  under 
direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Seminole  chie& 
and  warriors  who  should  surrender,  for  the  purpose  of  emigrating  west 
It  was  in  fact  intended  to  bribe  eertaiiv  chiefs  to  go  west  in  order  to  iib- 
duce  others  to  follow. 

The  bin  came  up  **  in  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of 
the  UmonP  This  committee  is  known  to  no  other  legislative  body.  It 
was  adopted.during  the  Revolution,  and  all  facts  and  arguments  relating 
io  the  Union  are  strictly  within  t^e  order  of  debate,  thus  giving  the 
Speaker  great  latitude  of  remark. 

When  the  bill  had  been  taken  up,  Mr.  Thompson  spoke  in  favor  of  its 


The  writer  next  obtained  the  floor  and  at  once  declared  his  inten- 
tion to  develop  the  ca%$e  of  the  war,  a^id  the  objects  of  its  continuance. 
He  quoted  the  authority  of  Mr.  Thompson,  the  Indian  Agent,  to  show 
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that  the  SeminoleB  refiised  to  emigrate  west  lest  the  negroes,  who 
had  so  long  resided  with  them,  should  be  seized  and  enslared  by  the 
Creeks.  That  the  object  of  constraining  the  Seminoles  to  emigrate  was 
to  enslave  these  people ;  that  to  effect  this  piratical  object  the  nation 
had  been  plnnged  into  war,  and  the  blood  and  treasure  of  the  people 
were  being  sacrificed  for  the  enslavement  of  free  negroes. 

Mr.  Warren,  of  Georgia,  called  him  to  order,  and  the  question  was 
debated,  and  the  chairman,  Mr.  Clifford,  of  Maine,  a  Democrat,  declared 
the  remarks  to  be  strictly  in  order,'*'  and  requested  the  speaker  to 
proceed.  This  gave  him  confidence,  particularly  as  Mr.  Adams  rose 
from  his  seat,  and  walking  into  the  area  in  front  of  the  Clerk's  desk, 
with  apparent  solicitude  watched  every  movement  of  the  advocates  of 
slavery,  who  had  by  this  time  gathered  around  the  speaker. 

The  author  proceeded  to  read  documents  sustaining  his  position  ;  but 
was  soon  called  to  order  by  Mr.  Habersham,  of  Georgia,  for  irrelevancy; 
but  the  chairman  decided  the  remarks  to  be  in  order. 

Mr.  Giddings  explained  that  he  had  no  intention  of  discussing  the 
institution  of  slavery  ;  he  did  not  expect  to  examine  its  merits  or  de- 
merits, not  even  to  pronounce  it  wrong  or  right ;  he  only  intended  to. 
show  that  it  constituted  the  cause  of  the  Florida  war,  while  neither 
Congress  nor  the  Federal  Government  held  any  authority  under  the  Con- 
stitution to  involve  the  people  of  the  natioi^  in  a  bloody  war  to  support 
the  institution. 

He  then  read  reports  of  the  Indian  Agent  to  show  that  persons  resid- 
ing with  the  Seminoles,  though  bom  /ree,  had  been  seized, and  enslaved 
by  desperate  men  from  Columbus,  Georgia;  that  a  man  named  Douglass, 
who  kept  a  gang  of  bloodhounds,  attended  by  others,  had  invaded 
the  Indian  plantations,  seized  whole  families  of  free  colored  persons  and 
carried  them  to  Georgia  and  sold  them  as  slaves. 

This  course  of  debate  appeared  to  arouse  much  southern  feeling. 
Messrs.  Cooper  and  Black,  of  Georgia,  and  Campbell,  of  South  Carolina, 
at  different  times  called  **  to  order  ;''  but  the  chairman  overruled  their 
objections,  and  after  some  three  hours  mostly  consumed  by  interruptions 
and  incidental  debate  thereon,  Mr.  Giddings  concluded  his  remarks. 

The  only  merit  of  the  speech  consisted  in  bringing  out  facts  with 
which  the  public  were  not -acquainted  ;  but  which  showed  conclusively 

•  Diirlng  the  entire  debate  Mr.  OlUford  maintained  bis  coofaieM  and  impartUBtf ,  apparently 
flusioiu  to  admlniiter  the  Paittamentary  law  wttheai  fear  or  tever  of  either  party.  HI*  Impartlalliy 
ealled  forth  some  critldim  from  dareholdlng  meidben,  of  wfaloh  Mr.  GUfbrd  oomplalned.  lie 
Inxteted  that  the  ipeeeh  bad  been  prepared  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  the  subject  of  etavery 
to  the  Tlew  of  the  House  and  oowUfywOAMd -violating  the  **gag^nilo.**  Vhto  was  of  ooone  Bteralif 
OTcrecfc. 
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that  the  war  then  going  on  In  Florida,  had  been  waged  for  the  pnrpow 
of  relfnshiving  the  colored  exQes  residing  in  that  territory. 

Mr.  Ck)oper,  of  Georgia,  replied.  He  d|?ciared  that  he  regarded  the 
speech  as  altogether  aimed  at  the  institation  of  slayerj.  He  spoke  of 
abolition  as  a  ''  moral  pestilence ''  to  be  condemned  and  scorned  bj  all 
good  men  ;  referred  to  Messrs.  Adams  and  Oiddings  as  leaders  in  the 
abolition  ranks,  while  they  were  encouraged  and  cheered  on  by  the 
iohig  party ;  and  he  particularly  charged  Oenend  Harrison,  the  Presi- 
dent elect,  with  encouraging  abolitionists,  and  thus  .involving  the  wh^ 
party  of  Georgia  in  the  odinm  of  supporting  the  right  of  all  men  to 
liberty.  He  aUnded  to  the  case  of  a  vessel  from  Maine  that  had  carried 
a  slave  from  Georgia,  when  the  Chair  called  him  to  order. 

Mr.  Black,  of  Georgia,  insisted  that  Mr.  Giddings  had  made  an  ofi^ 
slavery  speech,  and  ISt.  Cooper  ought  to  be  allowed  to  reply.  Mr. 
Adams  also  interposed,  saying  the  gentleman  had  made  a  pointed  allusion 
to  him,  and  he  hoped  to  enjoy  the  privilege  of  replying.  Mr.  Wise,  of 
Virginia,  sustained  Mr.  Black,  and  on  an  appeal  the  House  sustained 
him,  and  Mr.  Cooper  proceeded  to  arraig^n  the  Governor  and  authorities 
of  Maine,  as  abolitionists. 

1S4L1  ^'*  Black,  of  Georgia,  next  obtained  the  floor.  He  at  once 
arraigned  Ohio  for  her  cruelty  to  the  colored  people,  declaring 
that  State  stood  pre-eminent  for  her  wickedness  in  that  respect.  He  was 
called  to  order,  decided  to  he  tmi  of  order,  but  permitted  by  vote  of  the 
House  to  proceed  out  of  order.  He  was  nervously  ezdted  ;  declared 
that  he  intended  to  be  personally  offensive  to  Mr.  Giddings,  and  holding 
a  copy  of  the  Bible  in  his  hand,  read,  "  Thou  hypocrite,  first  cast  the 
beam  out  of  thine  own  eye,"  as  he  poiated  his  finger  directly  at  the 
object  of  his  wrath.  He  assured  the  House  that  if  the  member  from 
Ohio  (Mr.  Giddings)  would  come  to  Georgia  he  should  be  hanged, 

Mr.  Downing,  who  held  a  seat  merely  as  a  delegate  from  the  Terri- 
tory of  Florida,  next  addressed  the  House,  and  even  outrivalled  Mr. 
Black  in  vulgar  assaults  upon  Mr.  Giddings.  Mr.  Tliompson,  of  South 
Carolina,  was  more  refined  in  language  and  manner  of  attack,  declaring 
that  the  whig  party  were  not  responsible  for  the  course  pursued  by  "  the 
very  ohscurat  of  the  obscure  indimduals  hdongifig  to  that  party, ^ 

Feeling  the  insult  of  Mr.  Thompson  perhaps  too  keenly,  Mr.  Gidding» 
replied  that  every  statesman  or  member  of  Congress  would  select  the 
position  which  he  chose  to  occupy  before  the  people.  History  and  tho«$ 
who  should  come  after  us  would  judge  that  point ;  but  he  would  inform 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  that  he  did  not  possess  the  power 
to  designate  the  position  which  other  members  should  fill  in  the  publio 
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mind,  althongh  he  mnst  choose  his  own.  Nor  woald  the  speaker  (Mr. 
Oiddings)  say  what  niche  in  the  Temple  of  Fame  Mr.  Thompson  would 
occapy.  He  said  that  he  well  understood  the  insnit  offered  hun  by  the 
gentleman  from  Sonth  Carolina  ;  bnt  he  could  not  resent  it  in  the  man- 
ner common  among  southern  gentlemen,  as  the  people  of  the  free  States 
would  not  permit  their  public  servants  to  practice  that  barbarous  mode 
of  settling  difficulties  ;  that  if  permitted  by  the  voice  of  his  constituents, 
his  own  conscience  would  not  permit  him  to  engage  in  that  mode  of 
settling  difficulties.  But  he  would  rather  say  to  the  gentleman,  in  the 
language  of  a  military  veteran,  who,  after  meeting  the  enemy  in  a  hun* 
dred  battles,  happened  to  offend  a  young  officer,  who  spat  in  his  fece, 
expecting  to  call  out  a  challenge,  but  the  aged  warrior,  taking  his  hand- 
kerchief from  his  pocket,  coolly  wiped  the  spittle  from  his  face,  saying, . 
"  Gould  1  as  easily  wipe  tiie  stain  of  your  blood  from  my  soul  you  should 
not  lite  an  hour.^  Instantly  Mr.  Alford,  of  Geor^,  sprang  from  his 
seat,  and  uttering  profane  threats,  rushed  towards  Mr.  Oiddmgs  with 
apparently  hostile  intention.*  A  sensation  was  manifested  throughout 
the  hall ;  members  rose  and  rushed  towards  the  parties  ;  but  when  Mr. 
Alford  arrived  within  a  few  feet  of  the  object  of  his  wrath,  GTovernor 
Briggs,  of  Massachusetts,  stopped  him  and  persuaded  him  to  return  to 
his  seat. 

Mr.  Thompson,  in  reply,  assured  the  House  and  the  country     ^^^ 
that  he  spoke  the  feelings  of  both  northern  $ind  southern  Whigs 
when  he  declared  that  the  member  from  Ohio  was  "  the  very  obscurest  of 
the  obscure  members  of  the  whig  party/* 

To  Mr.  Downing  no  reply  could  be  made  consistent  with  self-respect ; 
bnt  he  had  much  business  before  the  Committee  on  Claims,  of  which 
Mr.  Giddings  was  then  chairman,  and  trhen  that  gentleman  next 
approached  him  with  the  ordinary  salutation  of  friends,  Mr.  Giddings 
reftised  to  give  him  his  hand,  assuring  him  that  he  was  at  liberty  to 
address  him  on  official  business,  but  on  no  other  pretenu^  an  injunction 
which  Mr..  Downing  carefully  observed. 

But  notwithstanding  these  unpleasant  incidents,  Mr.  Oiddings  suc- 
ceeded in  giving  to  the  country  an  explanation  of  the  causes  of  the 
Florida  war.  The  speech  was  a  little  more  than  a  compilation  of  pablic 
documents  on  that  subject,  but  it  was  printed  in  pamphlet  form  and  was 
widely  circulated  among  the  people. 

General  Harrison,  the  President  elect,  arrived  in  Washington  on  the 
day  of  this  debate,  and  on  hearing  that  it  had  occurred,  he  expressed 
great  dissatisfaction,  and  declared  that  he  would  relieve  the  whig  party 
of  all  odium  brought  upon  it  by  Mr.  Giddings'  efforts  in  favor  of  free 
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diseiudoii,  axid  when  the  author  on  the  following  day  caDed  to  pay  him 
the  Customary  respect,  the  President  elect  gare  such  evidence  of  being' 
offended  that  Mr.  Oiddings  never  called  on  him  afterwards,  although 
they  were  both  from  the  same  State,  had  served  together  in  the  war 
of  1812,  and  Mr.  Giddings  had  exerted  such  influence  as  he  possessed, 
and  expended  much  money,  to  secure  the  election  of  the  President. 
But  Mr.  Tbompeon,  who  had  publicly  insulted  Mr.  Oiddings  for  main- 
taining the  freedom  of  speech,  was  rewarded  with  a  mission  to  Mexico, 
although  no  vote  in  South  Carolina  had  been  given  in  favor  of  Oenerai 
Harrison's  election. 

True  to  the  principles  in  which  he  had  been  educated,  President  Har- 
rison prepared  a  paragraph  for  his  inaugural  address  which  was  highly 
offensive  to  all  who  advocated  the  right  of  petition  or  the  freedom  of 
debate. 

Mr.  Clay,  who  was  the  leader  of  the  whig  party,  was  consulted  upon 
the  inaugural,  and  took  exceptions  to  the  paragraph  alluded  to.  The 
President  requested  Mr.  Clay  to  alter  it  as  he  thought  best.  Mr.  day 
complied,  and  as  that  Senator  often  observed,  made  it  so  doubtful  whe- 
ther iU  meant  anything  or  nothings  that  no  one  could  take  offence  on 
reading  it. 

18411  These  details  present  some  of  the  difficulties  and  embarrass- 
ments which  were  met  by  the  advocates  of  liberty.  Messrs. 
Adams,  Slade,  Gates  and  Giddings  now  found  that  the  President  whom 
they  assisted  to  elect,  iutended  to  wield  the  executive  power  and  influ- 
ence m  favor  of  suppressing  the  right  of  petition  and  the  freedom  of 
debate,  and  that  the  same  influence  was  to  be  exerted  against  the  men 
who  advocated  those  rights.  They  saw  and  felt  that  persecutiim 
awaited  them. 

The  Supreme  Court,  however,  made  a  decision  which  in  some  respects 
encouraged  the  advocates  of  liberty. 

By  the  constitution  of  Mississippi,  slaves  from  other  States  were 
excluded  from  her  markets.  But  a  slavedealer  transported  a  number  of 
slaves  to  Jackson  and  sold  them  on  a  credit,  taking  in  payment  bills 
falling  due  at  a  subsequent  day.  Suit  was  brought  on  these  bills,  and 
two  questions  were  presented  for  the  consideration  of  the  court : 

First,  Does  the  constitution  of  Mississippi,  without  any  law  to  give  it 
effect,  render  the  contract  void  7  And  secondly,  Can  a  State  exclude 
jprop&rty  of  any  kind  from  sale  within  its  territory  7  Thus  raising  upon 
the  records  the  distinct  question  whether  slaves  were  property  and  there- 
fore the  subject  of  commerce. 

These  questions  being  important  were  fully  argued  by  learned  counsel, 
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and  snbmitted  to  the  court  for  decuion.  And  Judge  McLean  met  them 
promptly,  fally,  and  ablj  ;  showing  bj  the  most  compact  argoment  that 
whatever  indlvidnal  States  may  enact,  either  by  constitation  or  by  kw, 
they  could  not  encroach  upon  the  powers  of  Congress,  to  reguLaU  am- 
meroe  behffeen  the  States :  nor  conld  they  transform  persons  into  property. 
Taking  the  Federal  Constitution  for  his  goide,  he  showed  that  slayea 
were  referred  to  as  "persons^  and  not  as  property  in  each  of  the  four 
instances  in  which  they  are  spoken  of  in  that  instrument.  He  then 
declared  that  Congress  could  not  exclude  persons  from  going  from  one 
State  to  another.  That  as  persons  they  were  subject  to  State  l^ws : 
and  the  Legislatures  of  New  York  or  Massachusetts  may  ezdude  the 
sale  of  slaves  or  persons  in  those  States ;  but  could  not  prohibit  the 
importation  of  property,  which  alone  can  be  the  subject  of  commerce,  and 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  Congress.  But  the  other  judges  endeavored  to 
avoid  the  issue  made  upon  the  record  by  baang  their  decision  on  other 
points,  evidently  unwilling  to  meet  the  reasoning  of  the  learned  judge 
who  manifested  the  boldness  to  examine  a  question  so  important  to  the 
existence  of  slavery. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

DISBAKDMSNT  OT  THE  WHIG  PARTT.   ^ 

^g^  "  A  SPECIAL  session  of  the  twentj-seyenth  Copgress  was  con- 
yened  by  proclamation  of  the  acting  President  John  Tyler,  on  the 
8l8^  May.  General  Harrison  had  departed,  this  life  after  enjoyibg  the 
honors  of  President  bnt  one  short  month,  and  the  Ezecntiye  duties  deyohed 
upon  a  man  who  had  neyer  manifested  any  particular  sympathy  with  the 
whig  party.  Indeed  he  had  always  opposed  some  of  their  leading 
political  tenets.  He  was  a  Virginian,  entertaining  all  the  characteristic 
errors  and  egotism  which  at  that  time  gaye  to  the  Old  Dominion  its 
principal  importance.  He  was  of  course  a  slayeholder,  and  from  him 
the  adyocates  of  freedom  expected  no  particular  fayor.  There  was  a 
Whig  majority  of  more  than  forty  members  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tiyes,  and  seyen  in  the  Senate,  and  no  party  had  eyer  come  into  po^ 
with  such  opportunities  to  reform  the  Goyernment  and  perpetuate  its 
own  ascendency :  but  the  leading  members  of  that  organization  had 
departed  from  the  faith  of  their  fathers,  who  held  that  human  goyemments 
were  based  on  human  rights.* 

The  author  was  a  Whig,  an  earnest  Supporter  of  the  whig  party  and 
whig  policy ;  but  is  constrained  to  say  that  he  was  not  aware  that  a 
member  of  that  or  of  the  democratic  party  at  that  time  entertained  any 
idea  of  a  "  higher  law,"  applicable  to  human  goyernments,  than  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  which,  as  then  construed  by  both 
parties,  recognized  no  rights  in  mankind  lying  behind  and  aboye  human 
authority. 

The  party  had  recognized  no  primal  truth,  no  fundamental  doctrine 
on  which  its  members  united  before  election,  by  which  the  Ezecntiye 
and  Congress  were  to  be  guided  when  in  power ;  and  now  being  in 
power,  and  the  ofSces  distributed,  they  could  agree  upon  no  doctrine  ; 
could  unite  upon  no  policy,  and  before  the  close  of  the  first  session  of 
Congress,  they  separated  into  factions,  the  party  was  substantially 
broken  up,  and  the  sceptre  of  power  had  departed  from  them. 

*  The  m^ortty  in  the  Senate  Is  stated  npon  the  authority  of  CoL  Benton,  vids  his  **  Tfaiity 
Tears**  (vol.  tt.,  page  215).  In  the  House,  John  White  bad  a  majority  of  81  votes  for  Speaker, 
wliUe  eight  southern  Whigs  voted  for  Mr.  Wise,  who  was  an  ardent  Whig,  and  Meesn.  Adaiu^ 
Blade,  Gates  and  Qlddlngs  voted  for  Mr.  Lawrence,  of  Pexuuylvania. 
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In  the  Senate  Mr.  Buchanan  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Sodety 
of  Friends  m  PennfiylYania,  prajdug  the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the 
dave  trade  in  the^  District  of  Columbia,  and  in  the  Territories  of  the 
United  States.  Mr.  King,  of  .Alabama,  stated  the  practice  of  the 
Senate  ;  saying  it  was  the  duty  of  the  presiding  officer,  when  petitions 
of  this  character  were  presented,  to  consider  the  question  of  reception  as 
raised,  and  then  await  the  motion  of  some  Senator  to  lay  the  resolution 
on  the  table,  which  left  the  petition  in  the  hands  of  the  Senator  present- 
ing it. 

This  was  the  formula  assumed  by  the  Senate,  in  order  to  satisfy  the 
people  by  leaving  their  petitions  in  the  hands  of  the  Senator  who  pre- 
sented them  :  yet  this  fraud  was  openly  advocated  as  satisfactory  to  an 
intelligent  nation ;  for  Mr.  Buchanan  stated  that  he  was  atffare  that 
such  was  the  practice,  and  he  thought  much  good  had  resulted  from  it, 
and  if  followed  up,  there  could  be  no  Aoubt  that  the  most  salutary 
results  would  follow.  Only  one  other  petition  of  that  kind  was  pre- 
•  sented  in  the  Senate  during  the  extra  session.* 
184L1  ^^^'^  ^  ^^^  House  was  properly  oi^amzed,  Mr.  Wise  moved 
to  adopt  the  rules  of  the  last  Congress.  To  which  Mr.  Adams 
proposed  an  amendment,^  excepting  the  21st'  or  gag-rule:  and  this 
amendment  was  adopted.  Mr.  Ingersol,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  a 
reconsideration  of  this  vote,  and  on  that  motion  ti  long  and  interesting 
debate  arose. 

Mr.  Adams,  in  maintaining  the  right  of  petition,  declared  it  an  error 
to  say  the  people  of  the  free  States  had  nothing  to  do  with  skvery. 
That  in  case  of  a  servile  insurrection,  they  would  be  'called  on  to  inter- 
fere  with  it. 

He  also  -referred  to  the  fact  that  the  21st  rule  was  a  democratic 
measure,  to  which  the  Whigs,  as  a  party>  had  been  opposed,  and  he  was 
now  surprised  to  find  so  many  Whig  members  sustaining  the  measure 
which  they  had  formerly  repudiated. 

Mr.  Ingersol,  of  Pennsylvania,  replied  to  the  argument  of  Mr.  Adams. 
He  warned  the  South  of  the  approaching  danger  to  their  institutions  ; 
and  i^dvised  them  to  combine  amd  move  in  solid  phatwnx  in  support  of 
southern  interests  ;  and  declared  that  he  was  surprised  and  horrified  at 
the  doctrine  advanced  by  Mr.  Adams,  saying  that  he  had  understood 

*  Bghteen  yean  ■ubBeqngntly,  Mr.  Bn<tfMn>n»  whlto  Prtddeot,  yroiBpled  by  the  auna  kJad  feel- 
iDft  towards  Uie  slaTeboldlng  interest,  permitted  the  Oovemor  of  South  Carolina  to  talce  poa^ntoa 
«f  the  Arsenal  situated  at  Charleston,  containing  iminense  4|nantitles  of  arms  and  smmnnltion; 
pennlftted  most  of  the  arms  and  ammunition  In  northern  araenah  tp  be  carried  South ;  and  southern 
arMnals  to  be  seised,  preparatoiy  to  the  great  rebellion.  la  all  of  which  he  was  equaUy  sincere  and 
honest,  beHerhig  It  the  only  mode  of  Mving  Vu  Vnion, 
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that  gentlemftn  to  saj  that  in  case  of  a  senile  insorreetion  breaking  oat 
in  the  South,  there  woald  be  an  and  of  the  Constitution  ;  and  turniog  to 
Mr.  Adams,  said  he  would  be  glad  to  know  whether  he  correctlj  under- 
stood him. 

Mr.  Adams  said,  that  he  had  stated  that  in  case  of  servile  war,  and 
the  people  of  the  free  States  were  called  on  by  the  President  to  snppresa 
it,  they  would  have  the  perfect  right  to  dictate  the  terms  on  which  peace 
should  be  restored :  if  the  free  portion  of  the  Union  were  called  upon  to 
expend  their  blood  and  treasure  to  support  that  institution  which  had 
the  curse  and  displeasure  of  the  Ahnighty  upon  it,  the  subject  itself 
would  come  within  the  constitutional  power  of  Congress,  and  there 
would  be  no  such  objection  as  that  Congress  had  not  the  right  to  vnUr- 
fert :  but  the  right  would  be  acknowledged,  and  the  duty  admitted. 
And  when  members  of  Congress  should  take  the  power  into  their  hands, 
they  would  and  ought  to  dispose  ot  the  institution  according  to  the 
dictates  of  justice. 

Mr.  Ingersol  repeated  his  own  feellng;s  of  horror  at  the  contemplatioa 
of  a  serrile  insurrection  ;  declared  that  he  was  ready  to  march  at  any 
moment  to  assist  his  southern  brethren  in  such  case,  but  did  not  attempt 
to  answer  the  constitutional  argument  of  Mr.  Adams. 

Mr.  Ingersol  declared  there  were  more  than  2,000  abolition  societies 
in  the  free  States.  Said  that  foreign  books  were  circulated  in  this 
country  to  get  up  an  abolition  feeling.  All  these  things  were  a  con- 
spu-acy  to  destroy  the  institutions  of  the  South,  and  he  clearly  in(Hcated 
that  no  abolitionist  ought  to  be  permitted  to  hold  office. 

Mr.  Wise  appeared  dissatisfied  with  the  Speaker;  spoke  of  fals 
arrangement  of  the  seyeral  committees,  and  referring  to  that  on  claims, 
said  the  chairman  (Mr.  Qiddings,  of  Ohio)  would  never  report  a  bill  ta 
l)ay  a  master  for  the  loss  of  his  slave  if  killed  in  the  public  service.  Mem- 
bers seeing  Mr.  Giddings  present,  called  on  Mr.  Wise  to  put  his  question 
to  the  chairman  of  that  committee.  "  Ask  him  " — "  Ask  him,"  resounded 
from  various  parts  of  the  halL  "  I  will "  (said  Mr.  Wise) ;  and  tunn- 
ing to  Mr.  Qiddings,  sdd,  "  I  will  ask  the  chairman  if  he  would  report 
a  bill  to  pay  a  master  for  the  loss  of  a  slave  killed  in  the  public 
service  T" 

That  gentleman  replied  :    *'  I  cannot  say  what  the  conunittee  mi^h 
do ;  but  I  should  myself  follow  the  precedents  which  are  uniform  fnjm 
the  commencement  of  the  Government." 

Mr.  Wise  was  dissatisfied :  members  smiled  at  his  embarrassment. 
He  declared  it  the  first  tune  that  he  had  known  the  chairman  of  ih» 
Committee  on  Claims  to  dodge  a  question:  but  finally  said  that. he ' 
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aware  that  the  precedents  were  against  such  payment,  hut  the  precedejUs 
toere  wrong;  and  he  was  anxious  to  correct  the  error.  He  next  assailed 
the  Speaker  for  appointing  Mr.  Adams  Chairman  of  the  Oommittee  on 
"  Foreign  AflfahB/'* 

In  the  course  of  this  speech,  Mr.  Wise  gare  the  first  public  notice 
that  Mr.  T^ler  meant  to  be  a  candidate  for  reelection  :  and  that  inten- 
tion was  yet  more  distinctly  arowed  by  Mr.  Cashing,  of  Massachusetts. 

At  this  point,  the  difficulties  which  finally  separated  Mr.  Tyler     «jg^ 
ftrom  the  great  body  of  those  who  elected  him  began  to  be 
developed. 

Hon.  William  Cost  Johnson,  of  Maryland,  a  slayeholding  Whig,  In 
order  to  give  weight  and  influence  to  his  own  argument,  in  favor  of  the 
21st  rule,  said  he  had  seen  a  letter  from  the  President,  Mr.  Tylar, 
recommending  its  support  by  members  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Adams,  noticing  this  arrogant  interference  with  legislative  duties 
by  the  President,  at  once  called  for  the  reading  of  the  letter.  Mr.  John^ 
son  replied  that  such  was  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Tyler  as  an  individtuU,  and 
not  expressed  in  any  official  correspondence ;  but  the  incident  brought 
•oat  the  fact  that  the  President  and  Cabinet  were  in  favor  of  the  policy 
of  suppressrag  debate  and  the  right  of  petition  on  the  subject  of  slavery. 

A  few  Whigs  adhered  to  the  President,  while  far  the  greater  portion 
were  opposed  to  him  ;  but  at  the  close  of  the  extra  session,  the  disband- 
ment  of  the  party  had  become  apparent  to  the  public. 

*  At  that  time  the  writer  tuppoeed  and  itill  beOeres  It  to  hare  bees  the  intentioii  of  Mr.  Olaj,  If 
ViMed  li  power,  to  ON  hk  laflnenee  to  reetere  the  freedoB  «f  d^Ue  and  the  right  of  petitloB,  a^ 
lesTo  the  Institution  of  lUreiy  with  the  Statee.  Such  wae  ondoobtedlj  the  Intention  of  Speaker 
White  In  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Adama  and  Mr.  Qiddlnga  to  be  chalnnen  of  oommUteae,  leooiid 
I  on|7  to  tbi»  «r  **  Waja  and  Meav.** 
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CHAPTER  X. 

TBB  TBUL  or  HOV.  JOBN  QUINCT  J^AMS. 

^^M  Ths  contort  upon  the  light  of  petition  and  the  freedom  of 
debate  eridentlj  increaaed ;  filareholdiDg  members  became  irrita- 
ble, and  northern  members  who  sympathized  with  them  appeared  vexed 
and  discontented.  Personal  feeling  began  to  take  the  place  of  political 
sympathy  ;  the  social  relations  of  manbers  were  broken  np,  and  the 
common  civilities  of  life  were  no  longer  observed  by  a  portion  of  aonthem 
members.  Personal  bitterness  was  manifested  towards  the  writer  more 
than  towards  any  other  member.  There  was  not,  probably,  a  dozen 
slaveholding  members  who  at  that  period  recognised  him  while  passing 
on  the  street,  or  when  meeting  him  in  the  Hall  of  Representatives. 
These  attempts  at  social  ostracism  extended  in  a  degree  to  Messrs.  Slade 
and  Gates,  who  were  also  r^arded  as  obnoxious  to  southern  members ; 
but  the  high,  moral,  and  sodal  position  of  Mr.  Adams  placed  him  above 
those  puerile  attempts  to  affect  the  official  position  of  members. 

Mr.  Adams  stood  alone  in  his  practice  of  presenting  each  petition 
separately,  and  asking  specific  action  thereon.  One  of  these  ftotH 
Massachusetts,  prayed  that  colored  men  may  be  recognized  as  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  and  permitted  to  hold  lands  in  onr  Territories. 

Another  invoked  Congress  to  guarantee  to  each  State  of  th6  Union  a 
republican  form  of  govanment.  Another  prayed  to  be  relieved  from  tak* 
ing  up  arms  in  defence  of  a  government  which  sustained  slavery.  Anoth^ 
prayed  relief  from  all  support  of  slavery  and  of  the  slave  trade.  Another 
prayed  Congress  to  take  measures  to  secure  colored  citizens  from  being 
enslaved  while  travelling  in  onr  southern  States.  Another  setting  forth 
that  efforts  were  piaking  to  involve  the  people  of  the  United  States  in  a 
war  with  England,  in  order  to  compel  her  officers  to  aid  our  slave  me^ 
chants  in  carrying  native  Americans  to  market,  dedaied  that  snch  a 
war  would  exceed  in  guilt  that  which  England  waged  against  us  in  1776, 
in  the  same  degree  that  slavery  exceeds  the  politioal  dependence  in  which 
onr  fathers  were  holden  by  the  British  Government,  and  the  memorial- 
ists prayed  to  be  exempt  from  serving  in  such  a  war. 
,  These  petitions  did  not  come  within  the*21st  rule  ;  they  called  forUi 
debate  which  at  times  became  excited.  On  every  hand  Mr.  Adams  was 
assailed,  and  each  petition  appeared  to  call  forth  the  expression  of  more 
bitter  hostility. 
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That  gentleman  had  served  as  a  member  of  the  Committee  oa 
Foreign  Affairs  daring  the  twenty^th  Congress,  while  his  coUeagae, 
Hr.  Cashing,  serred  as  chairman.  Now  he  was  placed  at'  the^head  of 
the  committee,  and  Mr.  Cashing  was  a  jnnior  mem^er^ 

On  the  2l8t  Jannaiy,  he  preseated  the  petition,  as  h6  stated,  _^ 
of  a  respectable  portion  of  the  ciUzeos  of  Georgia,  setting  forth 
that  while  Mr.  Adams  possessed  all  the  qnalities  of  a  statesman  in  an 
eminent  degree,  they  regarded  him  a  monomaniac,  and  prayed  that  he 
be  removed  from  the  position  of  chainnan  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs.  Having  presented  the  petition,  he  declared  W  desire  to  defend 
himself  against  the  charge  of  being  a  monomaniac 

Mr.  Marshall,  of  Eentacky,  moved  that  Mr..  Adams  have  leave  to 
defend  himself,  and  show  that  he  was  not  a  monomaniae.  This  motion 
was  debated,  and  it  was  soon  manifest  that  the  slaveholders  were  nn- 
willmg  to  have  him  address  the  House.  They  exhibited  g^reater  personal 
hostility  towards  him  than  at  any.fozmer  time,  and  the  motion  was  finally 
laid  on  the  table. 

The  next  morning,  Mr.  Adams  asserted  his  right  as  a  qaestion  of 
privil^e,  to  defend  himself  against  the  charge  brought  against  him. 
This  proposition  called  out  an  expression  of  still  greater  personal  hos> 
tility  ;  bnt  the  Speaker  decided  that  It  was  a  qaestion  of  privilege. 

At  this  point  Mr.  Warren,  of  Georgia,  moved  a  reconsideratiou  of 
the  motion  laying  the  subject  on  the  tiible,  which  was  snstained  after 
many  objections,  and  Mx.  Adams  now  obtained  legitimate  possession  of 
the  floor  for  the  purpose  of  defending  himself.  But  he  had  no  sooner 
commenced  his  remarks,  than  calls  to  order  were  heard  from  all  parts  of 
the  hall.  The  Speaker  was  cool  and  firm  ;  he  explained  the  question, 
showed  with  great  perspicaiky  the  parliamentary  rule..  Mr.  Adams. also 
bore  himself  with  becoming  dignity.  He  proceeded  to  expose  the  policy 
of  soathem  members. 

The  slaveholders  and  northern  Democrats  became  greatly  excited. 
Mr.  Adams  at  no  time  uttered  half  a  dozen  sentences  without  being 
Tociferoasly  called  to  order.  The  disorder  increased  ;  the  voice  of  Mr. 
Adams  was  often  drowned  amid  exclamations,  epithets,  and  denun- 
ciations. More  vindictive  feeling  was  exhibited  than  on  any  former 
occasion,  and  while  this  storm  of  passion  was  raging  a  motion  was  made 
and  carried  to  lay  the  Sfitject  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Adams  being  in  possession  of  the  floor,  coptinned  to  present 
petitions.  One  after  another  were  laid  upon  the  table  on  motion  of  some 
slaveholder.  Throughout  the  hall  a  deep  feeling  of  hostility  towards  the 
distinguished  statesman  was  manifested.    The  day  was  far  spent ;  from 
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the  reading  of  the  journal  in  the  morning  the  excitement  had  increased  ; 
yet  the  aged  patriot  remained  upon  his  feet,  deliberately  continning  in 
the  discharge  of  his  duty,  with  no  apparent  intention  of  retiring  from  the 
conflict.  Near  him  were  Mefisrs.  Blade,  Gates,  and  Qiddings,  deeply 
interested  in  what  was  passing ;  while  Wise,  and  Gilmer,  and  Holmes^  and 
Cooper,  and  Saanders,  and  other  slateholding  members,  were  on  eitiier 
hand,  watching  his  words  and  actions  with  apparently  intense  interest. 

At  length  he  took  from  the  file  of  papers  before  bun  one  which  he 
opened  and  appeared  to  examin^  with  more  than  nsual  interest ;  th^ 
taming  to  the  Speaker,  he  said,  *'  I  hold  in  my  hand  the  memorial  of 
Beiyamin  Emerson  and  forty-fire  other  citizens  of  Hayerhill,  in  the 
State  of  Massachusetts,  praying  Congress  to  adopt  immediate  measnreB 
for  the  peaceful  dissolution  of  the  Union  of  these  States."  As  these 
words  were  uttered  an  obvious  sensation  ran  through  the  hall ;  but  he 
continued :  "  First,  Because  no  union  can  be  agreeable  or  permanrat 
which  does  not  present  prospects  of  reciprocal  benefits.  Second,  Be- 
cause a  vast  proportion  of  the  resources  of  one  section  of  the  Union  is 
annually  drained  to  sustain  the  Tiews  and  course  of  another.  Third, 
Because,  judging  from  the  history  of  past  nations,  if  the  present  oourse 
be  persisted  in  it  will  overwhelm  the  nation  in  utter  destruction." 

A  number  of  slayeholding  members  now  sprang  to  their  feet,  each 
demanding  leave  to  speak.  The  presiding  officer  called  to  order,  dedar- 
ing  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  was  in  possession  of  the  floor  ;  and 
when  order  was  again  restored  Mr.  Adams  continued,  saying,  "  I  move 
the  reference  of  this  petition  to  a  select  committee  of  nine  members,  with 
instructions  to  report  an  answer  to  the  petitioners,  showing  the  reasons 
why  the  prayer  of  their  petition  cannot  be  granted  ?" 

y odferous  caHs  for  the  floor  were  now  heard  from  all  parts  of  the 
hall.  Mr.  Hopkins,  of  Virginia,  was  flrst  recognized  ;  but  when  order 
was  restored,  and  the  attention  of  all  was  directed  towards  him,  expect- 
ing some  important  proposition  commensurate  with  the  occasion,  he 
merely  inquired  of  the  Speaker  if  it  would  be  in  order  to  bum  the  peH- 
Hon  in  the  presefnce  of  the  House  1  Other  inquiries  were  propounded  by 
different  members,  but  such  was  the  disorder  that  the  Speaker  paid  no 
attention  to  any  of  them. 

Mr.  Wise  inquired  if  a  resolution  to  censure  the  member  presenting 
the  petition  would  be  in  order  f  In  response  to.this,  Mr.  Adams,  in  his 
seat,  expressed  his  own  gratification. 

A  motion  to  adjourn  was  made.  Mr.  Adams  hoped  the  House  would 
not  adjourn.  "  If,"  said  he,  "  a  vote  of  censure  is  to  be  passed,  it  may 
as  well  be  done  to^ay." 
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.  At  length  Mr.  Gilmer,  of  Virginia,  offered  a  resolution  declaring, 
**  That  in  presenting  to  the  consideration  of  the  House  a  petition  for  the 
disBolntion  of  the  Union,  tiie  member  from  Massachnsetts  (Mr.  Adams) 
had  jnstlj  incurred  the  censure  of  this  House.'' 

A  question  was  raised  as  to  the  reception  of  the  resolution,  when  Mr- 
Adams  expressed  his  desire  that  it  might  be  receired  and  debated,  and 
that  he  would  have  an  opportunity  of  defending  himself ;  but  the  House 
adjourned  without  further  action.* 

Public  notice  was  giyen  that  a  meeting  of  members  from  the  slaye 
States  would  be  held  that  evening  in  the  room  of  the  "  Committee  on 
Foreign  Affairs,"  to  make  proper  arrangements  for  the  trial,  which  was 
to  proceed  on  the  following  day. 

Most  of  the  members  showed  no  anxiety  to  leave  the  hall.  Many 
remained,  and  gathered  into  small  coteries,  earnestly  engaged  in  conver- 
sation  upon  the  extraordinary  events  of  the  day.  Many  appeared 
deeply  indignant,  and  with  knitted  brows,  compressed  lips,  and  clinched 
fists,  uttered  imprecations  against  all  "agitators"  and  abolitionists; 
others  exultingly  declared  Mr.  Adams  to  be  in  the  power  of  the  demo- 
cratic party,  as  all  southern  Whigs  would  act  with  them,  and  they  d^ 
dared  it  necessary  to  make  an  example  of  him. 

An  effort  was  made  to  get  a  meeting  of  northern  members  who  were 
willing  to  stand  by  and  assist  Mr.  Adams  in  meeting  the  persecutions 
and  dangers  which  surrounded  him  ;  but  to  these  efforts  most  northern 
Whigs  replied,  "  that  it  would  look  like  a  sectional  quarrel."  But  a  few 
members  friendly  to  Mr.  Adams  convened  that  evening  at  the  room  of 
the  author.  Messrs.  Slade  and  Young,  of  Yermont ;  Calhoun,  of  Mas- 
sachusetts ;  Henry,  Lawrence  and  Simonton,  of  Pennsylvania ;  Qates 
and  Chittenden,  of  New  York,  and  Oiddings,  of  Ohio,  were  present 
Besides  these,  Rev.  Joshua  Leavitt,  of  Boston,  and  Theodore  Weld,  of 
New  Jersey,  were  also  present ;  although  they  were  not  members,  they 
were  well  known  as  able  and  zealous  advocates  of  freedom  and  friends 
of  Mr.  Adams.  •  These  two  gentlemen  were  appointed  a  committee  to 
wait  on  Mr.  Adams  and  inform  him  that  they  and  the  members  convened 
tendered  him  any  asmstance  in  their  power. 

They  immediately  repaired  to  the  residence  of  Mr.  Adams,  though  the 
hour  was  late.  They  found  him  in  his  parlor,  and  without  delay  stated 
the  otirject  of  their  visit.    The  aged  statesman  listened  attentively,  but 

•  The  Boom  b»d  for  j9an  adopted  ivlei  to  wtppttm  deteta,  and  had  mod  pailtametitaiy  aad 
vi^karUamentary  maazui  to  prevent  Mr.  Adami  finom  debating  tbe  rabject  of  ilaTety,  and  he  now 
llMiighf  If  permitted  to  debute  this  retolatlon  be  would  have  ample  acop*"  for  arraigning  the  Instlta*  ^ 
Ilea ;  that,  however,  was  a  retult  which  loathem  men  had  not  looked  to. 
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for  a  time  was  miftble  to  leplj,  laboriiig  vnder  great  apparent  feolliig. 
At  length  ha  stated  that  the  voioe  of  friendship  was  so  unosoal  to  hk 
ears,  that  he  could  not  ezpiess  his  gratitiide  ;  that  he  would  feel  thank- 
fhl  if  they  would  eTamine  certain  points  to  be  found  in  the  autiiors  of 
which  he  gave  them  a  list,  and  have  the  books  plaeed  on  his  desk  at  the 
hour  of  meeting  the  next  day,  and  then  dismissed  them,  and  turned  his 
own  thoughts  to  a  preparation  for  the  oontest 

Prompt  at  the  call,  nearly  all  the  slaveholdmg  members  met  at  the 
place  i^pointed  that  eyening  to  consult  on  the  best  mode  of  conducting 
the  debate  upon  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Qilmer.  That  gentleman  was  a 
member  of  the  democratic  party,  and  it  was  feared  that  this  drcumstaneo 
vonld  injure  the  moral  effect  of  the  proceeding,  as  it  might  be  said  that 
it  constituted  a  partisan  persecution  rather  than  a  patriotic  effort  to 
''  save  the  Union."  It  was  therefore  proposed  that  some  slaveholding 
Whig  should  appear  as  prosecutor ;  and  Hon.  Thomas  F.  Marshall  was 
nominated  and  a^^inted  to  that  duty.  He  was  comparatively  a  young 
man,  a  nephew  of  the  late  John  Marshall,  Chief  Justice  of  the  United 
States  Supreme  Court.  He  seemed  to  have  inherited  the  genius  and 
ability  of  bis  ancestors,  had  already  distinguished  himself  in  the  Legi^u 
lature  of  his  own  State,  and  had  now  come  to  Congress  under  more 
favorable  auspices  than  any  other  member  west  of  the  Alleghany  Moun* 
tains.  He  was  anxious  to  distinguish  himself  upon  the  new  theatre  on 
which  he  had  but  just  entered. 

On  the  following  morning  long  before  the  hour  for  the  House  to  coi^ 
▼ene,  the  spacious  galleries  wer^  filled  to  their  utmost  capacity,  and  all 
^proaches  to  the  hall  were  crowded  with  anxious  men  and  women,  en- 
deavmng  to  get  where  they  could  hear  the  proceedings.  Foreign  minia- 
tars,  "aUachds^  and  privil^;ed  persons  filled  the  lobbies  and  the  outer 
space  within  the  hall  and  outside  the  bar. 

The  Speaker  promptly  called  the  House  to  order  as  the  clock  told  the 
hour  of  twelye,  and  soon  as  the  journal  had  been  read,  Mr.  Marshall 
proposed  a  substitute  for  the  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Qilmer  on  the 
previous  day.    The  substitute  was  in  the  following  knguage : 

**  Whereas  the  Federal  Constitution  is  a  pamaoent  form  of  govenn* 
ment  and  a  perpetual  obligation  until  altered  or  amended  in  the  mode 
pointed  out  in  that  instrument,  and  the  members  of  this  House  deriviiig 
their  political  character  and  powers  from  the  same,  are  sworn  to  support 
it ;  and  a  dissolution  of  the  Union  necessarily  implies  the  destruction  of 
that  instrument^  the  overthrow  of  the  Ameriean  Bqmblic,  and  of  oir 
national  existence :  A  proposition  to  the  Representatives  of  the  peopb 
'to  dissolve  the  organic  law  framed  by  their  constituents,  and  to'supjp^ 
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which  thej  are  commanded  to  be  sworn  before  they  can  enter  upon  the 
execation  of  the  political  powers  created  by  it|  and  introsted  to  them,  is 
a  high  breach  of  privilege,  a  contempt  oflfered  to  this  House,  a  direct 
proposition  to  the  Legislature  and  each  member  of  it  to  commit  per^ 
jnry,  and  inYoIves  necessarily  in  its  execution  and  its  consequeneey  the 
destruction  of  our  country  and  the  crime  of  high  treason. 

"  Eesdved,  tkertfcrt^  That  the  Hon.  John  Qnincy  Adams,  a  member 
from  MassachnsettSy  in  presenting  for  the  consideration  of  the  House  of 
Bopresentatives  of  the  United  States  a  petition  praying  the  dissolution 
of  the  Union,  has  offered  the  deepest  iudigmty  to  the  House  of  which 
he  is  a  member,  an  insult  to  the  people  of  the  United  States  of  which 
that  House  is  the  oigan,  and  will,  if  this  outrage  be  permitted  to  pass 
unrebuked  and  unpunished  have  disgraced  the  country  through  their  Re- 
presentatives in  the  eyes  of  the  whole  world. 

''  Besolvedf  further,  That  the  aforesaid  John  Quiney  Adams,  for  this 
insult,  the  first  of  the  kind  ever  offered  to  the  Oovemment,  and  for  the 
wound  which  he  has  permitted  to  be  aimed  through  his  instrumentalily . 
at  the  Constitution  and  existence  of  the  country,  the  peace,  security  and 
liberty  of  the  people  of  these  States,  might  well  be  held  to  merit  exput 
sion  from  the  national  councils,  and  the  House  deem  it  an  act  of  grace 
and  mercy  when  they  only  inflict  upon  him  their  severest  oensure  for 
conduct  so  unworthy  of  his  past  relations  to  the  state  and  his  present 
position.  This  they  hereby  do  for  the  maintenance  of  their  own  purity 
and  dignity :  for  the  act  they  turn  him  over  to  his  own  conscience  and 
the  indignation  of  all  true  American  citizens.'' 

The  resolutions  having  been  read,  Mr.  Marshall  proceeded  to  sustain 
them  by  a  speech  characterized  by  that  eloquence  and  force  of  argument 
for  which  he  was  distinguished.  The  audience  was  attentive,  and  he  pro- 
ceeded to  apply  the  law  to  the  facts  with  such  force  that  he  appeared  to 
leave  but  little  chance  of  escape  to  him  who  by  a  persistent  discharge  of 
duty  had  rendered  himself  obnoxious  to  the  slave  power.  Southern 
members  appeared  encouraged  and  confirmed  m  their  determinatioQ  to 
disgrace  this  aged  advocate  of  freedom,  whQe  his  northern  friends  were 
depressed  in  a  corresponding  degree ;  indeed,  when  they  reflected  upon 
the  q>irit  manifested  by  the  entire  democratiQ  party  North  and  South, 
together  with  the  slaveholding  portion  of  the  whig  party,  these  appeared 
but  slight  expectations  of  defeating  these  efforts  to  prostrate  his  in- 


Mr.  Adams  was  expected  to  state  the  grounds  of  his  own  vindication 
before  any  friend  could  venture  to  speak  in  his  defence ;  accordingly, 
when  Marshall  closed,  he  rose  to  addreas  the  House,  and  as  that  geih 
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tteman  had  charged  him  ^tb  high  treason,  and  represented  him  as 
seeking  to  overthrow  the  Oovenunent,  it  was  supposed  he  would  now 
reply  with  that  overwhehning  sererity  for  which  he  was  distingiilshed ; 
Imt  he  exhibited  no  snch  desire.  When  the  Speaker  announced  that  he 
was  in  possession  of  the  floor,  all  eyes  were  instantly  upon  him.  Bjs 
appearance  was  Tenerable  ;  he  was  dignified  in  his  bearing.  He  looked 
aronnd  upon  his  peers,  who  sat  before  him  as  judges,  with  a  countenance 
beaming  with  kindness  :  he  had  long  senred  his  country,  had  filled  the 
highest  office  on  earth  with  honor  to  himself  and  friends  ;  and  now,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-fiye  years,  he  stood  arraigned  on  a  charge  of  treason 
to  that  country  to  which  he  had  so  long  devoted  his  labors,  to  that  peo- 
ple whose  rights  he  was  seeking  to  maintain. 

At  lengtii,  turning  to  the  Speaker,  he  said :  "  It  is  no  part  of  my 
intention  to  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  at  this  time.  I  pre- 
fer to  wait  until  I  learn  whether  the  House  wiD  retain  these  resolutions 
for  discussion.  I  call  for  the  reading  of  the  first  paragraph  in  the 
Declaration  of  Independence."  The  Clerk  at  once  sought  the  book  con- 
taining it,  and  while  seeking,  Mr.  Adams  repeated,  "  the  first  paragraph 
fn  ike  Dedaration  of  Indqttndence*' 

The  Clerk  then  read  the  btroductory  portion  of  the  Declaration,  and 
hesitatingly  turned  his  eyes  towards  Mr.  Adams,  as  if  to  inquire  whether 
he  should  read  further.  ''  Read  on,  read  an !  down  to  the  riort  and  the 
DDTT,"  said  the  aged  patriot ;  and  the  Clerk,,  in  a  clear  and  distinct 
Toice,  read  that  portion  which  declares  the  natural  rights  of  mankind 
and  asserts  that  goremments  are  instituted  to  support  those  rights  ;  and 
with  peculiar  emphasis  he  read  the  sentence  which  declares,  "  that  when 
ever  any  form  of  government  becomes  destrudivt  of  these  ends,  it  is  the 
right  and  the  duty  of  the  peopk  to  alter  or  abolish  it  and  reorganize  its 
powers  in  such  form  as  to  them  shall  appear  most  likely  to  secure  their  tnter- 
est  and  happiness/' 

Mr.  Adams  then  proceeded  to  state  that  our  Government  had  become 
destructive  to  the  Uves  and  Hberties  of  a  portion  of  the  people.  That  those 
powers  granted  to  secure,  had  been  prostituted  to  destroy  life  and  liberty: 
the  powers  ordahed  to  the  support  of  freedom  had  been  prostituted  to  the 
maintenance  of  slavery.  That  the  people  had  the  right  to  reform  these 
abuses,  and  bring  the  Government  back  to  the  performance  of  those 
duties  for  which  it  was  instituted.  "  They  have  (said  he)  the  right  to 
ask  Congress  in  respectful  language  to  do  anything  which  they  in  good 
faith  believe  that  body  ought  to  perform  :  and  it  is  the  duty  of  Congress 
to  return  respectful  answers  to  such  petitions,  showing  the  reason  why 
their  prayers  cannot  be  granted.* 
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He  declared  that  the  people  were  oppressed  by  the  denial  of  the  right 
of  petition  and  the  sopprefiskn  of  debate  and  ''  if  this  discussion  is  to 
proceed  (said  he)  I  shall  ask  for  time  to  prepare  my  defence,  for  I  shall 
show  that  that  portion  of  the  country  from  which  these  gentlemen 
(Messrs.  Qihner  and  Marshall)  come  are  endeayoring  to  destroy  the 
right  of '  Habeas  Gorpos'  and  of  trial  by  jury.  I  wish  (said  he)  to  look 
into  the  controversy  between  New  York  and  Virginia,  between  Geoigia 
and  Maine,/ and  show  there  is  a  persistent  intention  to  duh^  the  righti 
of  iktfret  States  and  to  forte  tkxery  $ipon  them  J' 

He  fhrther  declared  his  intention  to  show  that  a  systematic  effort  was 
making  to  force  the  oonntry  into  a  war  with  Enghuid  in  order  to  main- 
tain the  African  slave  trade.  He  asserted  that  for  the  retrtoration  of  tbe 
slave  trade,  onr  minister  at  London  had  put  forth  the  most  faL>e  doc- 
trines as  constitating  the  law  of  nations.^ 

And,  said  he,  if  onr  rights  are  thus  to  be  takeh  away  by  this  coalition 
between  sonthorn  daveholders  and  northern  demoerac^f  it  is  time  the  peo- 
ple should  send  their  petitions  here,  and  aroose  the  nation  to  protect  onr 
oonstitntional  rights. 

As  Mr.  Adams  resumed  his  seat^  Mr.  Everett^  of  Yermont,  moved  a 
postponement  of  the  further  consideration  for  two  weeks,  to  enable  Mr. 
Adams  to  prepare  lus  defence,  and  that  the  resolutions  of  Mr..  Marshall 
be  printed. 

Mr.  Wise  inquired  if  this  motion  was  not  debatable.  The  Speaker 
reqx>nded  in  the  affirmative,  and  Mr.  Wise  commenced  a  q)eech  in  favor 
of  adopting  the  resolutions  occupying  the  remainder  of  that  day,  and 
part  of  the  day  following. 

This  gentleman  had  long  exhibited  a  persoiuil  hostility  towaids  Mr. 
Adams,  and  he  now  appeared  to  think  the  present  a  most  favorable  op* 
portnnity  to  gratify  his  animosity.  He  charged  Mr.  Adams  with  con- 
spiring with  British  abolitionists  to  destroy  the  Union  ;  he  read  extracts 
from  newspqiers  to  show  that  British  philanthropists  were  conspiring 
with  those  of  the  XTkiited  States  to  bring  about  a  war  between  the  two 

*  I1ieMproph«dMW«i«  an  Btcnl^lUIUtodtaft  a  mnch  shorter  period  of  ttoMttMalfr.J^ 
bb  Mend  then  expected.  The  right  of  petition  and  freedom  of  debate  had  been  alreadj  itricken 
down.  Tbe  fbgithro  atare  law  of  1860  denied  the  rigjtt  of  **Habeaa  Oorpm**  and  fbal  of  trial  by 
Imy,  and  ftrong  efforti  were  made  to  cany  ilareiy  into  the  free  States,  by  aatborislnKthe  master 
to  carry  his  slaTes  throvgh  such  States  and  to  reside  temporarily  wUh  them  In  saoh  States.  And  in 
Hay,  1857,  the  Senate  of  the  United  SUtes  by  reM>latton  denied  the  right  of  Brttkh  cruisers  to  rlrft 
an  American  Tessel  sailing  nnder  American  colors  to  ascertain  whether  she  was  engaged  in  tbe 
African  slave  trade  or  not;  and  by  this  means  that  commerce  was  for  some  years  practically  re- 
stored,  and  slares  were  openly  imported  into  onr  southern  States.  And  although  the  law  declaring 
fl#  slave  trade  to  be  piracy  had  been  thirty  years  In  force,  no  saan  had  been  executed  under  It 
VDttt  the  Republicans  came  into  power  In  1861,  when  Captain  Qordon  was  hanged  in  New  York. 
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goTcrnments  in  order  to  destroy  ^larerj :  and  as  if  he  thought  it  a 
crime,  declared  that  Mr.  Adams  had  said  that  in  case  of  a  slave  insiu^ 
rection,  if  the  Federal  Gorernment  was  called  on  to  soppress  it,  the 
ExeaUive  might ,  if  necessary  to  reHore  peace^  ematuipate  ike  slaves  1  To 
this  remark  Mr.  Adams,  retaining  his  seat,  replied  with  nnnsoal  emphasis, 
*'  Yes,  sir."*  He  spoke  of  the  world's  anti-sktyery  contention  held  in 
Europe,  and  said  that  Governor  OVmer  had  received  the  proceedings  of 
that  convention  under  the  frank  of  a  member  of  the  Honse  of  Repfe- 
sentatives  (Hon.  Seth  M.  C^ateis).  He  asserted  that  these  things  mani- 
fested a  defflgn  to  break  down  slavery,  and  he  erMrted  the  demoeratic  jwiiy 
to  come  np  to  the  contest  and  pnt  down  abolition,  or  davery  would  be 
destroyed,  and  the  great  democnUk  frineipU  of  equaUiy  among  men  woM 
become  obsolete, 

Mr.  Adams  said  he  wonld  speak  at  that  time  only  npon  the  propriety 
of  retaining  the  resdation  for  debate  ;  and  he  replied  to  Mr.  Wise  with 
marked  severity,  saying  he  nnd^stood  that  gentleman ;  that  he  had  come 
to  that  hall  two  or  three  years  previously  with  his  hands  ^{^ng  with 
human  gore  ;  a  blotch  of  human  blood  was  upon  his  face.  Mr.  Wise 
appeared  incapable  of  forbearance  under  this  alludion  to  the  duel  in  which 
Mr.  CQley  of  Maine  fell,  in  which  Wise  had  acted  as  second,  and  he  inter- 
rupted Mr.  Adams  several  times.  But  the  ag^  statesman  occupied  little 
time  in  answering  Mr.  Wise,  as  he  evidently  felt  that  Mr.  Marshall's  address 
was  more  important.  He  spoke  of  that  gentleman  with  great  kindness, 
referred  to  the  fnend^ip  which  had  existed  between  hims^f  and  the  anoea. 
tor  of  Mr.  Marshall,  the  late  Chief  Justice,  declaring  that  when  he  heard 
of  the  election  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  he  anticipated  a  renewal 
of  that  andest  friendship.  He  ^ke  of  Marshall  as  having  already 
won  an  enviable  fame  in  his  own  State  Le^ature  by  his  earnest  sap- 
port  of  human  f^edom,  and  then  began  to  array  that  gentleman's  errors 
before  the  audience  ;  said  he  had  charged  him  with  "  high  treason,"  in 
the  preamble  of  the  resolution,  and  in  his  speech.  "  Now,"  said  he, 
"^  thank  Ood  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  has  defined  high 
treason,  and  it  was  not  left  for  the  gentleman  of  Kentucky,  nor  for  his 
puny  mind,  to  define  that  crime,  which  consists  solely  in  levying  war 
against  the  United  States,  or  lending  aid  and  comfort  to  their  enemies. 

*  Eighteen  yean  after  thb  speech,  Mr.  Wise  was  acting  GoTemor  of  VIrgInU,  when  the  memoT' 
able  InsurrecUon  onder  John  Brown  broke  out,  carrying  consternation  and  lUsmaj  tbroo^oat  the 
Old  Dominion.  Governor  Wise  carefully  avoided  calling  on  ttie  President  for  anSsUnoe,  yet  as- 
sailed the  President  for  not  sending  the  troops  of  the  United  States  to  assist  Virginia  In  anppresslng 
the  rebellion.  The  President,  Mr.  Buchanan,  very  correetly  denied  that  he  oould  do  so  until  oa^ed 
npon  oJJMaUy.  StlU  Mr.  Wise  would  not  trust  a  northern  democratic  President,  lest  he  algfal 
emancipate  the  slaves  Instead  of  slaying  them. 
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I,  (said  he),  haye  presented  a  respectful  petition  from  my  constitaents, 
I  have  done  so  in  an  orderly  manner,  in  the  regular  coarse  of  business, 
in  obedience  to  my  sworn  duty,  and  the  gentleman  calls  this  levying 
war  I ! !  Were  I  the  father  of  that  young  man  I  could  feel  no  more 
anxiety  for  his  welfare  than  I  do  now  ;  but  if  I  were  his  father  I  would 
advise  him  to  return  to  Kentucky  and  take  his  place  in  some  law  school, 
and  ammawt  the  study  of  that  profession  which  he  has  so  long  dis- 
graced." 

Mr.  Marshall  now  saw  that  he  was  to  deceive  the  full  force  of  the 
Teteran's  severity  ;  and  as  if  to  bid  defiance  to  his  powers,  he  rose,  and 
folding  his  arms  across  his  breast,  looked  his  opponent  full  in  the  face. 
This  appeiared  to  call  forth  all  the  reserved  powers  of  that  mtellect  which 
had  attracted  the  attention  of  civilized  nations.  He  appeared  to  his  audi- 
tors to  rise  in  stature  ;  his  eloquence  became  more  bold  and  lofty  ;  his 
invective  more  terrific.  He  referred  to  the  fact  that  MarshaJl  had 
attended  a  midnight  cabal  of  slaveholders,  and  by  the  influence  of  "  that 
ambition  which  o'erleaps  itself,"  had  consented  to  act  as  the  prosecutor 
in  endeavoring  to  prostrate  and  destroy  one  of  the  best  friends  he  had  on 
earth.  He  showed  him  an  ingrate,  and  as  he  became  warmed  up,  and 
rose  in  the  dignity  of  his  subject,  his  language,  and  thoughts,  a  breath- 
less silence  reigned  through  the  hall  and  in  the  vast  galleries.  There 
was  no  loud  breathing,  no  rustlmg  of  garments  ;  reporters  laid  down  their 
pens,  slaveholders  were  melted  to  tears.  Marshall  still  retained  his 
podtion,  "  a  standing  corpse  ;"  he  exhibited  no  other  sign  of  life  than  a 
nervous  tremor  which  pervaded  his  system. 

At  length  Mr.  Adams  concluded  and  resumed  his  seat,  whQe  Mar- 
shall remained  apparently  transfixed  and  unconscious  until  a  friend  inti- 
mated to  him  the  j>ropriety  of  resuming  his  seat. 

From  this  moment  the  friends  of  Mr.  Adams  entertained  no  further 
apprehension&  With  his  intelligence,  experience,  and  mental  power, 
basing  himself  on  truth.  Justice,  and  hnman  rights,  they  were  willing  to 
trust  him  singiehanded,  against  the  entire  democratic  party,  aided  by 
the  slave  power.  For  such  was  now  the  contest,  and  all  appeared  to 
feel  that  Marshall  was  the  champion  of  the  slave  poWer,  and  that  Mr. 
Adams  had  not  only  demolished  his  argument,  but  had  prostrated  bis 
influence  in  Congress.'^ 

*  Kirthan  wu  oceMdlnglj  Nulttv*  to  thb  rebuke,  ee  the  writer  had  ftill  evldeiiee.  Soon  after 
fh«  neiM  abore  deaerlbed,  he  eame  aeroaa  the  hail  and  addreeelnj  Hon.  John  Campbell,  of  South 
OtfeUna,  who  waa  ittitnf  near  the  aothor,  said:  "  Campbell,  I  wish  I  were  dead.**  " Oh,  no,** 
•aya Campbell,  **]ro«  are  too  eeneltlTe.**  *«  I  do,'*  eald  Manhall,  with  an  oath;  **I  wonld  rather 
die  a  thonaaod  deathe  than  agaha  to  enooonter  that  old  man." 

But  thia  feeling  waa  tnbeeqnently  ezpreeMd  In  dlffffrent  language.    Hr.  Keim,  of  PennajlvanU, 
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For  twenty  years  eonthem  members  had  threatened  the  dissolution  of 
the  Union ;  had  frightened  northern  members  and  northern  people  bj 
declaring  that  they  wonld  leaye  the  Union  unless  the  northern  pec^le 
wonld  cease  to  express  their  detestation  of  slavery,  and  the  slave  trade  i 
while  now  they  were  thrown  into  convulsions  when  a  few  northern  dti- 
sens  kindly  and  respectfully  asked  them  to  carry  their  threats  into 
practice.  Mr.-  Adams  now  began  to  arraign  the  slave  power  ;  no  longer 
attempting  to  defend  himself,  he  boldly  stood  forth  as  the  accuser  and 
prosecutor  of  the  slave  interests. 

He  charged  South  Carolina  and  other  slave  States  with  seizing  and 
enslaving  free  colored  citizens  of  the  northern  States,  in  violation  of  the 
Constitution,  and  presented  resolutions  calling  on  the  President  for  oer> 
tain  documents  wherewith  to  establish  this  charge.  He  also  wish^  for 
a  copy  of  the  letter  of  President  Tyler  to  William  Cost  Johnson, 
advising 'him  to  support  the  twenty-first  rule  of  the  House.  These 
papers  he  deemed  necessary  for  his  defence,  and  the  House  adopted  his 
resolutions  ;  but  the  President  did  not  answer  them. 

Other  members  now  came  to  the  aid  of  Mr.  Adams  ;  Hon.  John  M. 
Botts,  of  Virginia,  alluded  to  the  fact  that  on  a  former  occasion  a  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Rbett)  had  drawn  up  resolutions 
declaring  the  Union  dissolved  ;  and  was  only  prevented  from  presenting 
them  because  he  could  not  obtain  the  floor.  Mr.  Arnold,  of  Tennessee, 
also  sustained  Mr.  Adams,  upon  the  ground  that  the  twenty-first  rale 
was  itself  a  perfect  violation  of  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  Marshall  again  addressed  the  House,  evidently  preparing  the  way 
for  a  retreat  from  the  position  he  had  assumed.  On  the  8d  of  Feb- 
ruary, Mr.  Oilmer,  foreseeing  the  result,  publicly  proposed  to  Mr. 
Adams  to  withdraw  the  petition  which  he  had  presented,  and  pledging 
himself  in  such  case  to  withdraw  his  resolution  of  censure. 

Mr.  Adams  replied  that  he  had  presented  the  petition  f¥om  a  sense 
of  public  duty,  from  which  he  coi^d  not  excuse  himself ;  and  never 


aa  chalnnMi  of  ttia  Committee  on  IIIUU17  Aflkln,  In  ftha  prerioas  Oongren,  made  a  report  to 
which  Mr.  AdamB  could  not  yield  ament,  and  In  ipeaklng  upon  It,  alluded  pleasantly  to  some  llterazy 
defecta.  Keim  was  irritated,  and  in  reply  assailed  the  literaiy  character  of  Mr.  Adams.  Tbe  afed 
member  permitted  no  man  worthy  of  his  steel  to  assail  blm  with  Impunity,  and  he  replied  to  Kdm 
In  a  rtrj  different  style  firom  that  in  which  be  had  spoken  of  Marshall.  He  put  on  the  facetlons, 
and  reading  from  one  of  Bheridan*s  Irish  plays,  represented  Keim  as  a  retired  mlUtaij  offioer,  and 
soon  found  the  House  convulsed  with  laughter. 

At  this  Ume  Marshall  entered  the  front  door  of  the  hall,  and  obserrlng  the  disorder,  turning  to  Mr. 
Meniwether,  of  Georgia,  who  was  sitting  beside  the  entrance,  inquired  the  cause.  Mr.  Mentwether 
amwered  that  Keim,  of  Pennsylvania,  had  assailed  Mr.  Adams,  and  the  old  gentleman  was  now 
making  a  reply.  "  Well,  well,**  said  MarshaU,  **  if  Keim  has  taUen  into  old  Adams*  hands,  aU  I 
can  say  Is  majf  Qod  Aooe  mwrcy  on  hU  toul.^ 
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would  he  consent  to  violate  his  dnty  in  order  to  obtain  the  fayor  or  for- 
bearance of  any  man  or  number  of  men. 

Mr.  Adams  then  commenced  statmg  his  defence ;  he  cited  varions 
acts  and  drcnmstances  showing  a  combination  to  remove  him  from  the 
post  of  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  ;  and  the  combi- 
nation of  soutbem  members  entered  into  on  the  evening  of  .the  24th 
January,  to  prostrate  and  destroy  his  influence,  in  consequence  of  his 
advocacy  of  the  right  of  petition,  which  he  held  to  be  sacred. 

He  then  referred  to  the  fact  that  the  resolution  had  been  presented 
by  a  gentleman  from  Virgima  (Mr.  Oilmer)  ;  said  that  he  had  long 
entertained  a  high  respect  for  that  State,  from  the  confidence  which 
General  Washington  had  reposed  in  him  forty-eight  years  previously, 
when  that  great  man  first  appointed  him  minister  to  the  Hague,  at  an 
age  so  young  that  he  was  called  "  the  ^oy-minister."  He  spoke  of  the 
early  statesmen  of  Yirginia  with  admiration,  and  closed  his  remarks  for 
the  day  by  a  quotation  from  Moore,  saying  he  had  hoped  that  the  present 
delegation  from  that  State  would  have  felt  something  of  that 

**  Holy  shame  which  ne'er  forgets 

What  clear  renown  it  used  to  wear. 
Whose  blnsh  remains  when  Tirtne  sets 
To  show  her  sunshine  has  been  there." 

On  the  following  day  Mr.  Adams  complahied  that  his  remarks  w«re 
not  reported,  but  caricatured.  He  stated  that  fron  the  commencement  of 
the  ti^al  he  had  been  misreported  ;  said  it  was  important  that  the  people 
should  know  what  was  passing  in  that  hall,  and  he  proposed  a  postpone* 
ment  for  two  weeks  in  order  that  competent  reporters  may  be  obtained. 
He  declared  the  attempts  to  suppress  what  was  said  in  favor  of  liberty, 
constituted  good  reason  for  removing  the  seat  of  government  to  some 
free  State  where  slaveholding  influence  would  not  control  the  popular 
mind. 

Mr.  Marshall  opposed  the  propodtion,  and  charged  Mr.  Adams  with 

Kan.— It  was  daring  this  daj  that  WmUm  Smith,  of  Virginia,  formerly  Goremor  of  that  State, 
loterrapUng  Ur.  Adams,  said  he  vUhed  '*  to  make  a  Buggestlon  for  the  benefit  of  the  gentleman  from 
Maasachosetts.**  Smith  was  a  man  of  not  reiy  derated  character ;  and  Mr.  Adams  looking  roond 
^lon  him  with  a  scowl  of  contempt,  replied,  **  ITon  tali  avaUioJ*^  Smith  had  forgotten  his  l«atln, 
and  not  understanding  the  answer,  stood  in  mute  astonishment,  not  knowing  whether  to  speak  or 
aajr  nothing ;  but  flnhUy  taming  to  Hon.  0.  H.,  who  sat  by  his  side,  Inquired  what  the  expression 
Bieank  The  gentleman  thus  addressed  was  an  inconl^le  punster,  and  promptly  replied,  **  He  la 
Tery  much  enraged,  and  is  telUag  you  U>  *goto  A^-ZZ.'"  Smith,  astonished  at  what  he  supposed 
the  profanity  of  Mr.  Adams,  dropped  hack  into  his  aeat,  and  was  never  known  to  interrnpt  Ifr. 
▲daiu  allerwarda. 
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baring  said  in  the  fkce  of  a  British  nobleman*  that  the  claim  of  England 
to  the  right  of  search  was  just.  This  was  denied  bj  Mr.  Adams,  who 
said  he  had  never  uttered  a  word  in  faror  of  the  right  of  searclLf 

Marshall  then  insisted  that  Mr.  Adams  had  advocated  the  Declaration 
of  Independence,  in  order  to  dissolye  the  Union,  and  Marshall  moyed  the 
prcrions  question,  in  order  to  bring  the  House  to  a  direct  TOte  on  the 
resolution  of  censure. 

Seeing  this  open  and  undisguised  attempt  to  suppress  whatever  he  had^ 
to  say  in  his  own- defence,  Mr.  Adams  demanded  the  floor  on  the  reso- 
lution, and  proceeded  with  his  remarks. 

In  the  meantime,  the  author  had  obtained  i^  seat  inside  the  bar  for  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Leavitt,  a  very  competent  reporter,  who  thought  be  could 
report  Mr.  Adams  with  tolerable  accuracy.  But  Mr.  Andrews,  of  Ken- 
tucky, seeing  this,  called  on  the  Speaker  to  enforce  the  rule  prohibiting 
all  persons,  except  members  and  their  officers,  from  sitting  within  the 
bar.  This  was  also  done  with  the  undisguised  intention  to  suppress 
whatever  Mr.  Adams  might  say  on  that  occasion.  But  Mr.  Leavitt 
obtained  a  seat  outside  the  bar,  where  he  could  hear  Mr.  Adams,  took 
notes,  and  wrote  out  the  remarks  at  night,  and  they  appeared  in  one  of 
the  Boston  papers.^ 

Mr.  Adams  next  proceeded  to  expose  the  effect  of  slavery  upon  the 
pecuniary  interests  of  the  country-— compared  New  York  with  Yirginia. 
Spoke  of  the  schools,  academies  and  colleges  of  the  "  Empire  State," 
and  compared  them  with  the  paucity  of  those  institutions  in  "  the  Old 
Dominion."  He  then  referred  to  the  canals  and  railroads,  the  inj;emal 
improvements,  the  industry,  thrift  and  general  prosperity,  together  f^th 
the  unlimited  commerce  of  New  York  :  then  to  the  miserable  highways, 
the  deserted  plantations,  the  degraded  slave  population,  dilapidated 
dwellings,  and  general  poverty  of  Yirginia :  of  the  intelligence  of  one 
State,  and  the  number  of  men  and  women  in  the  other  who  could  neither 
read  nor  write. 

*  Lord  HoipeO^  tnliftdipMr,  had  oocapled  a  teal  polttely  tendered  him  wfthintiie  bar.  Itwat 
In  hk  presence  that  Mr.  Adams  had  charged  the  sUTeholdiog  inflaence  of  the  House  and  Senate 
with  an  Intention  to  InvolTe  as  In  a  war  with  England  to  sustain  the  AMcan  slave  trade. 

t  British  mfaiisten  at  that  daj  Tery  JosUy  claimed  that  as  slaTedealers  were  pirates,  at  war  wHh 
mankind,  British  and  Ameilean  ships  of  war,  while  cmlsing  for  them,  on  meeting  with  a  suspected 
▼cssel.  had  the  right  to  stop  her,  and  ascertain  whether  she  was  reaOy  a  pirate  or  engmged  In  IcNe- 
/W  eomm&re*.  This  was  denied  by  the  democratic  Administration,  who  declared  that  such  right 
of  risiution  constituted  a  *^righi  of  search;^*  and  Harshan  adopted  this  language,  In  order  to 
assail  Mr.  Adams  more  effectuallj. 

t  Mr.  Leavitt  wrote  until  about  daylight,  when  he  brought  his  manuscript  to  the  author,  who 
flanked  it  to  the  "  Boston  Courier,*'  at  that  time  published  by  Mr.  Buokhigham,  a  man  of  great 
Integrity  of  purpose,  an  Independent  and  able  editor.  Re  Inserted  the  remaits,  which  oeeupted 
nearly  one  page  of  the  paper,  and  wlU  be  found  la  that  publication  of  about  the  0th  Vebrwaiy,  ISMl 
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It  became  erident  that  filareholders  and  Democrats  were  greatly  dis- 
fiatisfied  with  the  whole  proceeding.  After  laboring  six  or  seven  years 
to  suppress  debate,  and  just  at  the  time  when  they  snpposed  they  had 
eonsnmmated  that  object,  they  had  inadvertently  thrown  the  door  wide 
open,  had  placed  themselves,  as  it  were,  at  the  mercy  of  him  who  was 
most  able  and  most  wHIing  to  expose  the  entire  despotism  of  slavery. 

It  was  nnder  these  circumstances  that  Hon.  Romulus  M.  Sannders, 
of  North  Carolina,  called  Mr.  Adams  to  order  for  thus  comparing  slave 
and  Iree  States,  which  he  declared  to  be  in  no  way  germain  to  {he 
question  of  censure. 

The  Speaker,  with  greiit  fbrce,  alluded  to  the  fkct  that  the  petition 
presented  by  Mr.  Adams  asked  a  dissolution  of  the  Union  on  account 
of  slavery.  That  the  whole  proceeding  and  all  the  arguments  had  been 
intended  to  uphold  ot  to  put  down  that  institution,  and  while  a  member 
was  on  trial  under  such  charges,  the  Chair  would  not  attempt  to  limit 
his  defence.  Mr.  Saunders  appealed,  but  the  House  sustdned  the 
decision  of  the  Speaker. 

After  the  adjournment,  Mr.  Adams  desired  to  obtain  a  copy  of  the 
correspondence  between  Governor  Seward,  of  New  York,  and  the 
Governor  of  Virginia,  upon  the  subject  of  surrendering  persons  for  trial 
in  Virginia,  who  were  charged  with  stealing  slaves.  Mr.  Gates  voIuih 
teered  to  furnish  all  the  documents  in  regard  to  that  matter,  and  Mr. 
Adams  intended  placmg  that  subject  before  the  country  on  the  folk>i^ 
ing  day. 

But  on  the  next  morning,  as  he  rose  to  commenoe  his  remarkSi 
Mr.  Merriwether,  of  Geoi^a,  desired  permission  to  make  an  inquiry. 
He  stated  that  some  ten  or  twelve  days  had  been  spent  in  this  trial : 
that  he  was  ready  to  vote  on  the  resolution  at  any  moment,  and  so  were 
all  the  southern  members.  That  Mr.  Adams  hhnself  was  now  occupy- 
ing much  time,  and  putting  the  nation  to  much  e^)en8e,  and  he  desired 
to  understand  how  much  longer  time  he  expected  to  occupy  in  stating 
his  defence? 

Mr.  Adams  denied  being  responsible  for  one  moment  of  the  time  spent 
in  the  debate.  He  declared  that  the  resolution  of  censure  was  intro- 
duced without  his  consent  and  agunst  his  desire.  That  he  objected  to 
taking  jurisdiction  of  it,  declared  the  House  ought  not  to  entertain  it 
for  a  moment,  and  had  during  the  whole  trial  been'  willing  at  any 
moment  to  give  way  for  a  motion  lib  lay  the  subject  on  the  table  :  and 
as  to  the  time  he  would  occupy  m  stating  his  defence,  he  could  not 
attempt  to  fix  any  precise  period.  When  Sir  Warren  Hastings  was 
arraigned  before  the  British  Parliament,  the  trial  occupied  several  years, 
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and  Mr.  Bnrke  occupied  some  three  months  in  one  speech.  He  thought 
those  precedents  perfectly  applicable  to  the  present  case,  but  he  would 
pledge  himself  to  close  the  statement  of  his  defence  at  the  earliest 
moment  he  conld  do  so,  consistently  with  duty  to  himself  and  the  public, 
and  he  thought  it  probable  he  might  close  in  nineiy  days. 

This  enunciation  opesxed  up  to  his  persecutors  a  new  field  of  thought. 
He  had  ah'eady  spent  three  days  in  arraigning  the  institution  of  slavery 
aad  its  supporters :  and  now  proposed  to  continue  Ihat  exposure  for 
)  three  months  longer.  While  the  people  were  dissatisfied  with  their 
representatiyes  for  spending  so  much  time  and  money  in  a  useless  attempt 
to  censure  an  aged  and  Tenerable  member :  while  to  recede  would  be 
an  acknowledgment  of  the  victory  which  he  wa3  evidently  about  to 
obtain. 

But  Mr.  Botts,  of  Yirginia,  moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the 
table,  and  his  motion  was  sustamed  by  a  vote  of  106  to  93. 

During  the  trial,  Mr.  Adams  had  become  greatly  exhausted.  He 
informed  his  friends  that  during  some  of  the  nights  he  slept  none,  and  it 
was  greatly  feared  that  he  would  not  survive  the  struggle.  But  the 
writer  and  other  firiends  believed  that  if  he  died  under  this  persecution, 
he  would  do  more  for  the  cause  of  liberty  than  he  could  in  any  other 
way,  and  to  this  he  did  not  object  But  he  had  now  met  the  advocates 
of  slavery  upon  their  chosen  field  of  combat,  had  driven  them  from  the 
conflict,  and  his  victory  was  nbt  only  complete  but  impartatU.  The 
right  of  petition  was  substaiitially  regained,  although  the  twenty-first 
rule  was  not  repealed  until  some  two  years  subsequently. 
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CHAPTER  XL 

ARRAIGNMENT,  TBIAL  AND  CENSORS  OF  THE  AUTHOR. 

oistt/m  1808  Congress  had  authorized  the  coastwise  slave  trade,  »g^' 
which  had  now  become  an  important  commerce  between  the  north- 
ern slaye-growing  States  and  the  southern  or  slave-consnming  members 
of  the  confederacy.  In  the  prosecution  of  this  "  American  piracy,"  it 
was  estimated  that  not  less  than  twenty-five  thousand  human  beings  were 
annually  transported  from  the  States  of  Delaware,  Maryland,  Yirginia, 
North  Carolina,  Tennessee,  Kentucky  and  Missouri,  either  by  land  or 
water,  to  Soath  Carolina,  Georgia,  Florida,  Alabama,  Mississippi, 
Louisiana,  Texas  and  Arkansas,  where  they  were  sold  to  supply  the 
places  of  those  who  had  fallen  into  premature  graves,  by  reason  of  the 
hardships,  privations  and  excessive  toiV  to  which  they  were  subjected. 

By  the  treaty  of  Ohent,  bs  has  already  been  shown,  the  British  and 
American  Governments  had  pledged  themselves  to  the  Christian  world 
to  use  their  best  endeavors  totally  to  abolish  the  "  traffic  in  slaves." 
The  Commissioners  who  negotiated  that  treaty  appear  to  have  been 
Impressed  with  the  idea  that  the  crime 'consisted  in  buying  and  selling 
God's  image,  and  not  in  the  place  of  perpetrating  it. 

Yet  after  the  approval  of  that  treaty,  our  Government  continued  to 
encourage  the  transportation  and  sale  of  slaves  upon  our  own  coast, 
although  the  African  slave  trade  was  made  piracy  by  statute  ;  notwith- 
standing, it  was  far  less  painful  to  the  pagans  of  Africa  than  our  domestic 
commerce  was  to  the  christianized  victims  of  America. 

Although  our  Government,  in  violation  of  treaty  stipulations,  and  in 
violation  of  our  Federal  Constitation  as  well  as  of  justice  and  Christian- 
ity, lent  encouragement  to  this  domestic  piracy,  yet  it  was  subjected  to 
many  casualties.  In  passing  around  the  peninsula  of  Florida,  our  slave 
ships  were  sometimes  wrecked  on  British  islands :  and  the  slaves  once 
treading  British  soil,  by  virtue  of  English  laws  became  free :  and  the 
dealers  in  human  flesh  were  ruined  from  the  failure  of  their  speculations 
in  tike  bodies  of  men  and  of  women. 

lender  these  circumstances,  it  became  the  interest  of  slaveholders  to 
obUIn  the  cooperation  of  the  government  of  Great  Britain,  in  direct 
cQTilict  with  the  treaty  of  Ghent.  The  subject  was  brought  before  Con- 
gress in  the  following  manner  :  ; 
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In  the  year  a.d.  IB80,  the  ship  •''  Comet "  sailed  from  Alezandria,  in 
the  District  of  Colombia,  with  a  cargo  of  slayes  ancLpropertj  boood  for 
New  Orleans.  She  was  wrecked  on  the  fabe  keys  of  the  Bahama 
Isknds,  and  the  passengers  and  slaves  were  carried  foj  the  wreckers  to 
Nassan,  in  the  island  of  New  Proyidence,  where  the  slayes  sought  their 
own  happmess  nnder  British  laws. 

''  The  Enoomiam ''  also  sailed  in  18B4  from  Charieston,  Sonth  Caro- 
Ima,  with  a  nmnber  of  eAaves  for  New  Orleans,  was  stranded  near  the 
same  place,  and  the  slayes  were  released  in  the  same  manner.* 

The  slaveholders  called  on  Qeneraljackson,  then  President  of  the 
United  States,  to  obtain  for  them  a  compensation  for  this  loss  of  their 
human  cargo.  The  President  appears  to  have  entertained  no  donbt 
that  these  slavedealers,  whom  the  common  sentiment  of  civilized  nations 
regarded  as  unworthy  of  hnman  association,  and  deserving  only  of  the 
halter  and  gallows,  ought  to  be  encouraged  and  sustained  in  the  pursuit 
of  their  vocatldn.t  Mr.  Yan  Buren,  at  that  time  Secretary  of  State, 
in  pursuance  of  executive  instructions,  transmitted  orders  to  our  minister 
at  the  court  of  St.  James,  to  press  these  cUiims  upon  the  attention  of 
the  British  minister,  saying,  "  they  were  among  the  matters  most  immt- 
dUUdy  prening  itpon  the  attention  of  our  Legation  at  LondonJ'X 

Mr.  Stevenson,  of  Yirgiaia,  was  at  that  time  representative  of  oar 
Oovemment  at  the  British  court  He  had  been  bred  and  educated  in 
that  political  school  which  rqnurded  skvery  as  the  principal  object  of 
government,  which^  should  at  all  times  receive  its  fostering  care.  He 
appears  to  have  entered  uipon  the  advocacy  of  these  slavedealing  claims, 
without  very  scrupulous  attention  to  the  facts  which  he  asserted,  or  the 
law  which  he  professed  to  maintain. 

In  his  correspondence  with  the  British  Oovemment,  he  asserted  that 
"  under  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  slaves  are  regarded  as 
'property:*  that  there  is  in  fact  no  distinction  between  property  in 
'persons'  and  'property  in  things."'    He  went  on  to  assert  that  our 

•  Mr.  BeDtoB,  in  hto  **  ThiHy  T«wt,  ytprweiiti  thew  davM  mforctblf  d&MmtA  bjthe  ^MA 
lib  antlioiitlM  M8ert«dtb«ft  tht  ilATat  preferred  to  rei 


:  wfaUe  theBritlih  sntboiitleB  Mserted  tbaft  the  ilATee  preferred 
tbere  was  no  enthority  known  In  BriUah  leglsUtion  to  eend  them  ewtj.  Daft  Mr.  Benton,*  boldlaf 
that  flares  were  **  properly,"  In  the  same  sense  that  Inanimate  goods  were  regarded,  the  refbsal 
of  the  British  eOoen  to  mIm  and  deUver  then  to  tbelr  OMitaie  was.  In  tab  aslnd,  i»  tow  a  fMdble 


t  Mr.  Benton,  In  Us  •*  Thirty  Tears,**  sajs  that  the  sUtss  on  board  Oie  *«fenoomlQm**  belonged 
to  MeasKL  Waddob,  of  Korth  OawUna,  iMo  <eere  mmomg  Hu  mo$t  r^^t&lalH  irnkmhUmmU  ^  ikM 


X  There  to  no  donbt  that  General  JTaekson  did  regard  the  ivpport  of  slaToiy  and  the  sUve  trade 
among  the  mo&i  imporUmS  imi€r§tU  cf  omr  oovnAry;  nor  to  U  doobted  that  he  was  rinoerih 
BnllttodUlenlt  toeoneelTohowMr.  Van  Bnren,  who  was  odneated  In  the  free  Strtee  and  hs  thi 
doetrfnee  of  Ubtrty,  should  hare  entertained  tUs  Tiew  of  the  sUto  trade 


1 
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OoTdnunent  had  "  in  iJk  mast  solemn  mawner  deUrminsi  that  sUjms  hUUd 
in  the  public  serviu  of  the  United  States,  etftn  in  time  of  war,  were  to  be 
regarded  as  property,  and  paid  for  as  stuhP  * 

When  Mr.  SteTenson  made  this  declamtioii,  the  records  and  historj 
of  the  nation  showed, that  instead  of  paying  for  slaves,  Congress  had  in 
every  instance  refused  such  payment.  Tet  by  these  miarepreaentationSi 
the  British  minister  was  led  to  pay  for  the  sh&ves  lost  from  on  board  the  . 
"  Comet "  and  "  Encomium,"  as  they  were  stranded  prior  to  the  emanci- 
pation of  the  West  Indiaa  slavery,  and  both  governments  violated  their 
solemn  pledge  "  to  ose  their  best  endeavors  for  the  entire  abolition  of 
the  traffic  in  slavesP 

But  the  British  minister  refused  to  pay  for  the  slaves  lost  finom  oa 
board  the  ship  "  Enterprise,"  which  the  reader  will  recollect  ran  into 
Port  Hamilton,  Bermnda,  through  stress  of  weather  in  1835,  after  the 
emancipation  of  British  slavery.  This  refusal  was  entirely  unsatisfactory 
to  the  slaveocrpcy  of  the  United  States,  which  saw  in  It  a  progress  of 
human  thoqght  that  would  eventually  destroy  the  institution,  if  permitted 
to  increase  and  strengthen.  This  jealousy  was  yet  fiirther  stimulated 
by  the  loss  of  slaves  from  on  board  the  ''  Hermosa,"  which  sailed  from 
Richmond,  Virginia,  m  1840,  and  was  wrecked  on  the  British  island 
Abacco,  when  the  slaves,  passengers  and  crew  were  taken  to  Nassau, 
and  the  slaves  obeyed  the  dictates  of  nature's  law  by  assorting  their  own 
liberty. 

Mr.  Barrow,  of  Louisiana^  had  presented  the  petition  of  certain  insur 
ranee  companies  in  that  State,  praying  Congress  to  take  measures  iot 
obtaining  compensation  from  the  British  Government  for  the  loss  of  the 
slaves  frcoft  the  la8t>meDtioDed  ship.  That  Senator  stated  in  explicit 
language  that  the  case  might  present  the  question  of  peace  or  war  with 
Great  Britain :  he  declared  the  peqole  of  the  sontbera  States  were  the 
last  to  submit  to  the  princq>le8  of  mtemational  law  as  construed  by  the 
authorities  <tf  the  British  Islands ;  and  said,  if  they  continaed  to  inter- 
fere with  our  commerce  our  naVy  would  sink  them  I 

Mr.  Calhoun  and  other  Senators  concurred  in  the  views  of  Mr.  Ba^ 
row,  and  referred  the  memorial  to  the  **  Committee  on  Foreign  AjQhirB,'' 

•  Ut.  iunmcn  w«i  Bgmkwoi  the  Bamt  In  1888,  wImb  4h«  etie  of  D*Avtrlef«  wm  m lonf  and 
9Mj  debated.  It  wm  the  only  c«ie  which  at  the  date  of  this  oorrespoodenoe  had  been  decided  b/ 
GongreM  on  ftiU  debate.  And  In  that  caee  the  doctrine  that  dares  were  *^propmiy^^  was  reij 
•nphatieaU/  dm/Ud^  ae  the  reader  will  recollects  Of  these  facts,  Mr.  Sterensen  conld  not  hare 
been  l(norant.  Bat  when  he  asserted  that  slaTCS  klUed  hi  the  public  service  had  been  recognised 
ae  prflperfy,  oful  paid  for  a»  mmA,  he  asserted  that  wUch  was  not  only  vnsostalned  by  the  record 
and  history  of  our  OoTemment,  bnt  that  which  was  distfaictly  opposed  bf  both  hMoty  tuut  Oe 
recar4$<^th6naUof^tvt  our GoTemment  had  rafosed  snch  payment  jost so  often  as  Oengrcss  had 
been  applied  to  for  Ik 
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bnt  advised  the  parties  concerned  to  await  the  action  of  the  Britiah 
Oovemment  in  the  case  of  the  "  Creole.'' 

This  ship  had  sailed  ftt)m  ''  Hampton  Roads"  on  the  2?th  October, 
1841,  with  one  hundred  and  thirty  slares  on  board  bonnd  for  New 
Orleans.  On  the  Tth  November  the  slaves  rose  against  the  of&cers  and 
crew,  declared  their  right  to  freedom,  taking  possession  of  the  deck  of 
the  ship  at  the  same  time.  The  alarm  being  heard  below,  one  of  the 
slavedealers  named  Hewell,  who  attempting  as  he  came  on  deck  to  shoot 
one  of  the  men,  was  stricken  with  a  handspike  and  killed.  The  other 
slavedealers,  captain  and  crew  surrendered,  and  these  people  called 
"  chattels "  were  by  the  force  of  their  own  right  arms,  suddenly  trans- 
formed into  frtt  men  and  free  women  ;  and  by  the  same  turn  of  the 
wheel  of  fortune,  the  captain,  crew  and  slavedealers  were  changed  from 
lordling  masters  and  dealers  in  human  flesh  into  submissive  vassals,  in 
every  proper  sense  slaves,  of  their  former  bondmen.* 

They  now  ordered  the  mate  at  first  to  steer  the  ship  te  Liberia ;  but, 
being  assured  that  their  provisions  and  water  would  not  last  them  half 
way,  they  consented  to  enter  the  port  of  Nassau.  Being  under  Britt^ 
laws,  they  were  of  course  liberated  from  slavery,  went  on  shore,  and 
sought  their  own  happiness.  The  men,  however,  who  actually  rose  in 
arms  and  took  possession  of  the  ship,  were  arrested  and  imprisoned. 
The  captain  of  the  "  Creole  "  demanded  them  as  criminals  to  be  brought 
back  to  the  United  States  for  punishment ;  but  the  authorities  of  Hie 
island  refused  until  tiiey  should  consult  the  imperial  government  oi 
London.f 

•  Mr.  ]taDlm^lnbta"nlirt7Te•I•*^(ToLap.40t),appr•prifttfl•«n«lUx«e^ 
In  irtilcb  be  appears  to  think  it  neccasaiy  for  the  Tindlcatioii  of  himself  and  those  who  acted  with 
Um,  to  ipcitk  of  the  daves  as  *'  mvMmM^^  bound  by  the  same  laws  to  which  TolontaTy  pawen 
g«»w«eiiil4eeted;  entlrdy  IgnorlDC  the  fMt  Uiat  davity  it  baaed  vpon  no  lawbatthatofdnafe 
/broe.'  thai  all  publicists  and  all  impartial  men  understood  it  to  be  a  perpetual  war  between  mav- 
ier  and  slave,  in  which  the  master  Is  seeking  by  all  the  means  which  Ood  and  nature  have  placed 
aft  Ui  oaalrol,  to  hold  the  slave  in  sohJoelloD  to  bl>  own  will,  and  If  necessaiy  he  naee  the  aooorfo 
and  fetters  and  chains,  and  even  sl^ys  hit  victim  if  ho  reslatb  While  the  onljr  possible  bearing  of 
municipal  law  in  his  favor  is  to  exempt  the  master  from  temporal  punishment  for  the  crimes  which 
be  oommlta  against  the  slave ;  bat  loaves  tho  master  with  all  his  moral  guilt  upon  him.  Iliat  Ifc 
oanoot  and  doea  not  impoee  upon  tho  slave  anj  moral  obligation  to  submit  to  tho  outrages,  or  to 
abstain  fh>m  avenging  the  wrongs  perpetrated  against  him.  But  this  view  of  slavery  does  not  ap- 
pear to  have  been  at  any  tiipe  entertained  by  the  author  of  the  **  Thirty  Tears :"  nor  does  he  i^ear 
to  have  deemed  it  necessary  to  combat  this  doctrine  when  advanced  by  others.  Indeed,  Mr.  Calhoun 
Is  believed  to  be  the  only  slaveholder  of  character  bold  enough  to  attempt  what  he  supposed  a  logi- 
oal  reftitation  of  the  doctrines  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  But  when  that  distlngulsbed 
ttatesman  undertook  to  refbte  tho  assertion  **  that  all  men  are  created  equal,**  by  saying  that 
**  f»«n  were  not  created— that  children  only  are  ereaUdt**  he  was  supposed  to  have  belittled  hit 
own  Intellect  rather  than  the  truths  which  he  combated. 

t  Mr.  Benton,  in  the  chapter  alluded  to  In  Uie  previous  note,  appears  Indicant  at  the  idea  that 
tticae local  authorities  were  to  consult  the  British  Government?  He  says,  "this  was  tantamount 
to  an  aoqoitlal  or  even  a  ioatlflcation  of  all  they  had  done,**  wWmslnaUy  adding,  **  as  aooorOlBg  to 
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TheilaTeB,  anoe  free,  demandBd  tb«r  bi^K^e  7  The  ^master  of  the 
ihq)  declared  they  had  no  baggage,  that  tkeg  wen  tiemsehes  the  prapertf 
of  the  masters,  and  of  oomae  could  hold  no  prc|)ertj  ;  bat  the  Szitish 
anthorities  compelled  him  to  deliyer  toeach negro  his  blanket  and  snoh 
dpthxDg  as  he  had  posBession  of  whUe  on  board. ''^ 

The  slavedealers  returned  to  the  United  Btates,  and  at  onoe  called  on  ' 
Creodent  Tyler,  demanding  the  interposition  of  the  Government  to  ob- 
tain conyensation  for  this  failnce  of  their  apeoolation  in  hnman  flesh. 

It  is  believed  that  neither  the  President  nor  the  Secretary  of  State, 
Mr.  Webster,  entertained  any  doubts  as  to  the  legal  or  moral  character 
of  the  transaction :  nor  do  they  appear  to  have  saspected  that  for  them 
to  espouse  the  cause  of  these  piratical  slavedeakars,  to  encourage  them  in 
their  vocation  by  calling  on  the  British  Qovemment  to  pay  them  for 'the 
bodies  of  those  men  and  women  who  were  lost  to  slavery  and  gained  to 
fteedom,  would  affect  our  character' among  civilized  nations. 

The  case  was  one  in  all  respects  calcailated  to  test  the  principles  and 
the  policy  of  both  governments.  These  people  had  been  held  in  servi- 
tude, were  sold  and  bought  by  these  slavedealers,  and  were  being  trans- 
ported to  market.  There  was  no  law  of  the  United  States  professing  to 
give  authority  to  those  hucksters  in  human  flesh  to  hold  their  victuns  in 
aul^tion ;  and  had  there  been  such  enactment,  it  would  not  have  im- 
posed on  them  any  natural  or  moral  obligation  to  submit  to  being  thus 
carried  to  the  barracoons  of  New  Orleans.  They  held  the  natural  and 
inalienable  rights  derived  from  the  Creator,  to  live  and  to  ei\)oy  their 
liberty.  The  American  and  British  Oovemments  were  bound  by  thehr 
aolemn  pledge  given  to  the  Christian  world  in  the  treaty  of  Ghent  to  use 
their  best  efforts  *'  totally  to  abolish  the  traffic  in  slaves,^  rather  than 
encourage  it. 

The  subject  ezdted  much  interest  and  solidtude  on  the  part  of  both 
slaveholders  and  the  advocates  of  liberty ;  indeed,  the  Christian  world 
feit  a  deep  solicitude  on  the  subject,  particularly  members  of  the  variooB^ 
Protestant  churches,  for  there  were  said  to  be  members  of  the  Methodist, 
Baptist  and  Presbyterian  churches  among  the  people  thus  set  free. 

But  the  Senate,  by  resolution,  called  on  the  President  for  the  correiK 

BUBriti8hdecUoD8,aakHMAMaW9iUtoM»M«mM<0r<oo&to<f»Mf>VMJ<>mr   T«t,in«lv- 

jwnt  M  Mr.  Benton  appears  to  haTe  been  at  ttieee  deddoni,  It  la  bellered  that  neither  he  nor  anj 
.•(bar  fiuokk  of  the  preaent  age  haa  dared  to  deny  that  the  ilare  clearly  ponenes  thb  moral  right 

to  alaj  hie  Barter  if  »€C«Mary  to  obtain  his  Uber^. 

*  The  negroes,  by  all  international  and  natural  law,  were  entitled  to  the  ship  and  cargo,  as  law- 
.ftil  pxlse ;  and  all  that  the  captahi  and  crew  could  legally  claim  In  a  neutral  port  was  their  own 
,p0rmmal  Uberiif.    But  It  would  seem  that  the  British  authorities  were  unwilling  to  strike  that  blow 

at  the  barbariam  of  alavery,  as  were  our  American  philanthropists  in  the  case  of  the  **  Amistad,"  to 

which  the  attention  of  the  reader  waa  called  in  a  former  chapter. 
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pondence  between  our  GoTemmeiit  and  that  of  England  in.regafd  to 
this  matter,  and  m  answer  to  this  call  the  Executire  transmitted  to  that 
body  a  copy  of  the  instractions  sent  by  our  Secretary  of  State  to  Mr. 
Everett,  our  minister  at  London,  which,  in  justice  to  the  President  as 
well  as  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  we  give  the  substance  in  the  language 
of  that  distingoished  officer  : 

"  The  British  Ooyemment,''  says  Mr.  Webster,  "  cannot  bat  see  thai 
^is  case,  as  presented  in  these  pftpers,  is  one  calling  londly  for  redress. 
The  '  Creole'  was  passing  from  one  port  in  the  United  States  to  anothd\ 
on  a  Toyage  ferfedh/  iawful*  with  merchandise  on  board,  and  also  with  ^ 
slaves  or  persons  bound  to  sendee,  natives  of  America,  and  belonging  to 
American  dtizens,  and  which  are  recognized  as  property  by  iJU  Constitnh 
tion  of  the  Umied  States  in  those  States  in  which  slavery  edsts^f 

"  In  the  coorse  of  the  voyage  some  of  the  slaves  rose  npon  the  master 
and  crew,  snbdaed  them,  unordered  one  man,  and  caused  the  vessel  to  be 
carried  to  Nassau.  The  vessel  was  thus  taken  to  a  British  port,  not 
voluntarily  by  those  who  had  the  lawful  authority  ov^  her,  but  forcibly 
and  violently  against  the  master's  will,  and  with  the  consent  of  nobody 
but  the  muHneers  and  murderers.^ 

*  Mr.  Webster  nor  Mb  Mendf  never  condescended  to  ihow  hov  a  TONel  engmged  in  the  **tmflte 
In  slaTet  **  could  be  engaged  In  a  **iMf/««tfy  ta«q^«oya^  "  wfaOe  *'  the  enpreaie  lav  oflfaa  lud 
bad  prohibited  it ;  nor  did  Ifaey  ever  attempt  to  ahoir  by  what  comse  of  reasoning  human  enael- 
ment  ooald  change  the  Imperscriptible  lAgbt  of  men  to  life  and  liberty,  which  nature  and  natnre^ 
God  has  conferred  on  every  hnman  sooL 

t  This  aswrtion  Is  wholly  inexplicable.  Mr.  Webster  certainly  knew  tibat  so  tu  ttvm  ■■•^fM"^ 
slaves  as  property,  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  had,  in  every  Instance,  referred  to  them  ss 
"p&rtonM  *'  and  not  as  "  property."  Nor  could  he  liave  been  ignorant  that  fai  Ikamlng  that  faatra- 
nent Mr.  Madtaon  bad  declared  **Uwr9mg  to  admit  4n  th4  CbnttiMiom  Ihat  mtm  eon  kM 
property  in  man,"  and  that  every  meniber  of  the  Convention  acquiesced  In  this  view. 

t  It  is  most  eztraonUnary  that  a  high  officer  of  state,  a  man  of  the  digni^  of  deportment  and  of 
language  which  osoally  chsracterised  Mr.  Wetaeter,  shonld,  in  an  official  comnuiicatioB  have  vied 
epithets  caicalated  to  Influence  only  the  vulgar  and  stupid  portion  of  the  oomminlty.  He  well  ODdsT' 
stood  that  a  **  mutineer  "  was  one  who,  being  under  la%t^  wuljifection  to  a  superior  officer,  xlses  la 
redslaneetosnchairthority;  that  a  **nnuttet«r**  is  one  who,  with  mattoe  aforethongfat,  wflUd^ 
slays  another  irbo  is  obeenrteg  the  pnbBc  peace.  But  aU  must  tiave  been  aware  that  there  was  ao 
'  law  of  sny  legislature  or  government  commanding  these  people  to  obey  the  slavedealers,  or  the  cap- 
tain of  the  ship.  The  slave  laws  of  Virginia  exerted  Juilsdictlan  over  them  while  in  that  Slate^  er  ■ 
within  a  marine  league  of  its  ihorcs;  hot  wliea  thay  passed  beyond  that  line,  and  the  ship  entered 
upon  the  **  high  sees,"  no  Uws  but  those  of  the  United  States  had  anthority  on  board;  and  surely 
no  statute  of  this  Qovemment  gave  the  slavedealers  anthority  to  flog,  or  fetter,  or  slay  these  vi» 
tfans  of  a  bairbarous  usage,  sustained  only  by  crime  and  brute  force.  Even  the  statute  autboiUng 
the  transportation  of  slaves  from  one  port  to  another,  merely  exempts  the  slavedealers  firom  tempo- 
ral punishment,  but  it  did  not  profess  to  establish  any  authority  of  the  master  over  the  slave ;  nor 
did  it  impose  upon  the  slave  obedlenoe  to  the  piratical  dealer  who  transports  hfan  from  one  maifeet 
to  anoUier ;  and  so  ftir  as  the  relations  of  the  slaves  and  masten  were  concerned,  both  were  left  ta 
the  dictates  of  "  natural  Ju^ce ;"  neither  having  any  authori^  over  the  other,  but  both  were 
morally  bound  to  "  do  unto  the  others  as  they  would  have  the  others  do  unto  them.**  And  wtaen 
.the  masten  persisted  in  holding  their  sUves  In  bondage  and  In  carryhig  them  to  mai^et,  ttie 
slaves  had  the  right  to  resist  wUh  just  so  Inucb  foroe  as  was  necessary  to  maintain  their  Uvei  and 
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"  XTndter  these  circumstances,  it  woold  seem  to  have  been  the  plain  and 
obvious  duly  of  the  authorities  at  Nassau,  the  port  of  a  friendly  power, 
to  assist  the  American  consul  in  putting  an  end  to  the  captiritj  of  the 
master  and  crew,*  restoring  to  them  the  control  of  the  vessel,  and  ena- 
bling them  to  resume  their  voyage  and  to  take  the  '  mutineers  and  mur. 
derers '  to  their  own  country  to  answer  for  their  crimes  before  the 
proper  tribunaL"f 

When  the  message  of  the  President  and  this  letter  of  instructions  to 
our  Minister  at  London  were  read  in  the  Senate,  Mr.  Calhoun  rose  and, 
expressing  his  gratification,  said,  "  The  letter  covered  the  whole  ground 
assumed  by  all  parties  in  the  Senate,  on  the  subject,  and  he  hoped  it 
would  have  a  beneficial  effect,  not  only  in  the  United  States,  but  in 
Qreat  Britain*  Coming  from  the  quarter  it  did,  this  document  would 
do  more  than  in  coming  from  any  other  quarter."  The  message  was 
•then  referred  to  the  appropriate  committee. 

f'These  proceedings  of  the  Senate  and  of  the  Executive  endeavoring  to 
place  our  Government  before  the  nations  of  the  world  in  the  attitude  of 
patroniring  and  sustaining  ".a  commerce  in  our  own  spedes,"  struck  the 
author  with  the  most  profound  astonishment.  Senators  had  openly 
declared  that  "  the  question  might  become  one  of  peace  or  war/)  Avow- 
ing distinctly  their  intention  to  involve  our  nation  in  a  war  to  support 
this  "  commerce  in  mankind,''  if  Great  Britain  did  not  quietly  consent  to 
sustain  it  in  her  ports,  and  in  that  bodynot  a  solitary  voice,  except  that 
of  Mr.  Porter,  of  Michigan,  had  been  raised  agamst  this  support  of  a 
barbarous  traffic  *,  and  all  expected  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs 
in  the  Senate  would  reiterate  these  doctrines  which  had  been  expressed 
in  the  case  of  the  ''  Enterprise,"  referred  to  in  a  previous  chapter. 

In  the  House  of  B^presentatives  all  debate  on  this  sulject  was  pro- 
hibited. The  Representatives  of  the  people  were  not  permitted  to  expose 
these  attempts  to  subject  the  nation  to  the  odium  of  sustaining  the  slave 
trade,  in  the  open  sunshine  of  intelligence  and  civilization  which  charac- 
terized the  forenoon  of  the  nineteenth  century. 

*  An  theitatemcnlSBhoir  and  Admit  thai  the  negroes  did  not  pretend  to  bold  the  auMter  or  erew 
In  ceptlTlty  one  moment  longer  than  was  necessaor  to  secure  their  own  freedom ;  bat  soon  as  thej 
reached  the  port,  and  came  under  British  anthoilty,  the  negroes  released  theB^  not  waiting  for  the 
anthorltles  of  Nassau  to  ask  or  demand  their  release. 

t  This  asMrtlon  of  Mri  Webster,  substantiaUj  dedarteg  it  the  datj  of  the  British  authorities  te 
aid  these  slaredealers  In  their  piratical  Tooation ;  and  that  for  ths  reason  that  that  nation  was  at  peace 
with  ours,  it  became  their  duty  to  aid  in  canying  on  this  ** ir(^4n9lamM"  hi  «yaf»  ond  muMs- 
(fuUed  viokOkfn  <ifiK%  solemn  treaty  attpulaUofu  beheeen  the  two  ffovemmente^  wss  soeztra- 
ordlnaiy  thai  the  British  Ministry  ref^ed  to  enter  into  ftuther  correspondence  than  merely  to 
reftise  compensation.  This  is  the  app€weiU  state  of  the  negotiation,  for  the  jmblle  hare  not  yet 
baen  fkTored  with  the  reply  to  the  demand  of  Mr.  Krerett^  or  that  any  reply  was  made. 
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jg^,  TTndflT  then  dreoouriaiiceB  ihe  antlior  determiiiad  to  mdre  liis 
own  qpinionB  underatood  in  Buch  mimner  m  best  he  might. 

For  this  pmpose  he  drew  up  oertain  propositioQS,  wliich  appear  to  have 
become  so  essential  to  the  hisiorj  of  important  inddents  then  transpiiiy 
m  our  GtoTemment,  and  between  the  American  and  British  GoTcm- 
ments,  as  to  warrant  their  insertion.  Tbxij  were  oqpreased  in  the  fdlow- 
ing  kngaage : 

"Retdved,  That  prior  to  the  adqitioQ  of  the  Federal  GonstitatioQ^ 
each  of  the  scTeral  States  composing  this  Union  exercised  fell  and  ezdn- 
sive  jurisdiction  over  the  sobject  of  slavery  within  its  own  territory,  and 
possessed  fiill  power  to  continue  or  abolish  it  at  pleasmu 

**  2i,  That  by  adopting  the  Constitntion,  no  part  of  the  afi>resaid 
powers  were  delegated  to  the  Federal  Oovemment,  but  were  reserved 
by,  and  stiQ  pertain  ^)  each  of  the  several  States. 

"M,  That  by  the  eighth  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  Federal 
Constitntion,  each  of  the  several  States  surrendered  to  the  Federal  Oo- 
vemment  all  jurisdiction  over  the  subjects  of  eoounerce  and  navigation 
upon  the  high  seas. 

"  Ath,  That  slavery  being  an  abridgment  of  the  natural  rights  of  man, 
can  exist  only  by  force  of  positive  mumicipal  Imp,  and  is  necessarily  con- 
fined to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  pow^  creating  it.  \ 

"  5<A,  That  when  a  ship  belonging  to  the  citizens  of  any  State  of  this 
Union,  leaves  the  waters  and  territory  of  such  State,  and  enters  up(Mi 
the  'high  seas,'  the  persons  on  board  cease  to  be  subject  to  the  laws  of 
sooh  State,  and  thenceforth  are  governed  in  their  relations  to  each  other 
by,  and  are  amenable  to,  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 

"  6^  That  when  the  brig  '  Creole,'  on  her  late  passage  for  New  Or- 
leans, left  the  jurisdiction  of  Yirginia^  the  dave  htws  of  that  State  ceased 
to  have  jurisdiction  over  the  persons  on  board,  and  they  became  amen- 
able only  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 

"  *lth,  That  the  persons  on  board  said  ship^  in  resuming  their  natural 
rights  to  liberty,  violated  no  law  of  the  United  States,  incurred  no  legal 
penalties  and  are  justly  liable  to  no  punishment. 

**  8#A,  That  aQ  attempts  to  r^ain  possession  of,  or  to  rednslave  said 
persons  are  unauthorized  by  the  Constitution  or  laws  of  the  United  States, 
and  are  incompatible  with  our  national  honor. 

"  9th,  That  all  attempts  to  exert  our  national  influence  in  favor  of  the 
eoastwise  slave  trade,  or  to  place  this  nation  in  the  attitude  of  maintain- 
ing a  commerce  in  human  beings,  are  subversive  of  the  rights  and  iigurious 
to  the  feelings.and  interests  of  the  people  of  the  free  States ;  are  unautho- 
rized by  the  Constitution,  and  prejudicial  to  our  national  character.^' 
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/  'The  resolatiODS  had  been  previously  gabmltted  to  Mr.  Adams  for  bis 
approval  He  was  perfectlj*  frank  in  saying  that  he  could  not  support 
the  one  which  denied  the  right  of  the  Federal  Government  to  abolish 
slavery  in  the  States,  whfle  he  believed  and  held  the  principle  that  in 
case  of  insnrrection  or  war,  the  Federal  Government  might  under  the 
foor  fcfioer  abolish  it.  To  that  doctrinCi  the  author  replied,  that  the 
resolutions  being  drawn  and  presented  »«<i»ie  of  p^act^amd  having  mdeni 
rekUion  to  a  state  of  peace,  would  not  be  regarded  as  applicable  to  astate 
of  war,  which  operated  to  suspend  the  laws  of  the  country  and  subject 
the  rights  of  the  people  to  despotic  rule,  in  order  to  save  the  nation,  and 
that  making  exceptions  as  to  a  state  of  war  might  obscure  the  doctrinet 
and  weaken  the  force  of  the  several  distinct  propositions. 

To  this  Mr.  Adams  rejdned,  that  the  friends  of  slavery  in  future  years 
and  dwrimg  times  of  v)ar,  would  quote  these  resolutions  as  denying  the 
right  of  the  Federal  power  to  interfere  with  slavery  even  amidst  domestic 
insurrection  or  foreign  invasion ;  but  he  added,  '^liffiU  cheerfully  stMtain 
all  hut  that  which  demies  this  right  to  the  Federal  .Government.^      J 

Mr.  Adams  was  a  very  cautious  man,  and  the  author  couid  not  at  that 
time  see  the  necessity  of  making  the  exception  to  which  his  attention  was 
called,  yet  he  was  not  unmindful  of  the  almost  universal  error  which 
appeared  to  control  our  statesmen  of  that  day,  to  wit,  that  human  enact- 
ments professing  to  establish  or  to  sustain  slavery  had  some  sort  of  unde- 
fined and  indefinable  moral  force,  beyond  the  mere  exemption  of  the  slave- 
holder or  slavedealer  from  temporal  punishment 

FuUy  aware  that  the  resdutions  were  in  direct  conflict  with  those  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  Calhoun  in  the  case  of  the  "  Enterprise,"  and  of  the  doc- 
trine avowed  by  the  Executive  in  the  cases  of  the  ''  Comet''  and  '*  En- 
comium,''  as  well  as  that  now  asserted  by  Mr.  Webster,  the  writer  en- 
deavored to  eouch  them  in  language  as  e^q^licit  as  he  could  command. 

On  the  21st  Mardi  the  State  of  Ohio  was  called  on,  under  the  ^^^ 
rules  of  the  House,  for  resolutions.  Having  obtained  the  floor, 
the  writer  stated  that  he  had  prepared  a  series  of  resolutions  in  relation 
to  a  subject  which  had  called  forth  some  interest  in  the  other  end  of  the 
Capitol,  and  in  the  country  ;  that  he  desired  at  that  time  to  lay  them 
before  the  House  for  consideration,  and  would  call  them  up  for  action 
upon  the  next  day  which  should  be  devoted  to  the  consideration  of  reso- 
lutions. Having  made  these  remarks,  he  sent  them  to  the  Clerk's  desk, 
in  order  that  they  snould  be  read  for  information^  and  with  the  full  ex- 
pectation that  they  would  be  published  in  the  newspapers  and  considered 
carefully  by  members  in  order  to  act  upon  them  understandingly  on  the 
following  week. 
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The  reading  of  the  resolutions  attracted  general  attention/  and  after 
the  Clerk  had  read  them  through,  some  members  called  for  another 
reading  ;  and  now  the  most  profound  attention  was  directed  to  the  read- 
ing, and  at  the  close  there  was  some  excitement  apparent  among  slave- 
holders and  northern  members  of  the  democratic  party.  General  Ward, 
of  New  York,  inquired  of  the  Speaker  whether  it  was  in  order  to 
demand  the  previous  question  so  as  to  bring  the  House  to  an  imwudiaU 
vote? 

The  Speaker  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Everett,  of  Vermont,  moved  to  lay  them  on  the  table,  sayiag 
thej  were  too  important  to  be  adopted  or  rejected  without  oonsidenir 
tion.    Mr.  Everett's  motion  was  rejected  by  125  to  52. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  South  Carolina,  under  great  excitement,  remarked, 
"  there  are  certain  topics  like  certain  places,  of  which  it  might  be  said — 

***  Fools  nwh  in,  where  angels  fear  to  tread.* " 

The  vote  on  seconding  the  demand  for  the  previous  question  was 
taken,  and  stood  122  to  61. 

Mr.  Everett,  a  man  of  experience  and  of  influence  in  the  whig  party, 
now  rose  and  asked  to  be  excused  from  voting,  saying  the  subject  was 
isisi  ^^  important,  and  would  probably  come  before  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Affairs,  of  which  he  was  a  member,  and  he  desired  to 
express  no  opinion  until  he  should  have  time  to  examine  the  question ; 
and  he  wished  on  that  occasion  to  express  his-  "  utter  dbkorreiut  of  tik 
fire-brand  course  of  the  gentleman  from  OhioP 

Mr.  Fessenden,  a  Whig  of  Mame,  thought  the  resolutions  were  too 
important  to  be  voted  upon  without  greater  deliberation. 

Mr.  Floyd,  of  New  York,  a  Democrat,  said,  "  here  were  eight  ot  ten 

resolutions  settling  important  questidhs  between  Federal  and  State 

governments,  which  the  members  had  only  heard  read,  but  had  not  seen.'' 

He  thought  it  important  that  every  member  should  deliberately  examme 

•  them  before  voting  upon  them. 

Mr.  Cushing,  of  Massachusetts,  went  to  the  Clerk's  table  and  read 
the  resolutions  ;  then  said,  "  they  appeared  to  be  a  British  argument  on 
a  great  question  hetuoeenthe  British  a/nd  American  Crovernments,  and  con- 
stituted  an  apfroximatiok  to  treason,  on  tohich  he  intended  to  vote 

NO."* 

Mr.  Adams  called  for  a  division  of  the  question,  saying  he  wished  to 

*  Mr.  Ooflhlng  hsd  be«n  elected  u  a  Whig,  but  when  the  lepanttloD  between  thai  party  and  the 
Preeldent  took  plaoe,  he  adhered  to  the  President,  and  was  appointed  Oommlirioner  to  China.  Ba 
waa  ttUi^  regarded  ae  the  exponent  of  the  President*!  Tlews. 
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•iippoct  some  and  to  yote  against  others,  alluding  to  those  which 
doded  the  right  of  the  Federal  OoTermnent  to  abolish  slavery  m  the 
States. 

After  these  expressions,  Mr.  Fillmore,  of  New  York,,  inquired  of  the 
Speaker,  if  It  were  in  order  to  ask  the  author  of  the  resolutions  to  with- 
draw them  ?  The  author  was  unwilling  to  see  members,  acting  under 
tiie  excitement  of  the  moment,  conmiit  themselres  against  doctrines 
which  he  was  conscious  would  meet  the  approval  of  their  judgments  in 
moments  of  cool  reflection ;  and  he  withdi^ew  the  resolutions,  saying  he 
had  intended  only,  on  that  occasion,  to  call  attention  to  the  subject,  and 
ask  a  vote  at  some  future  day,  and  as  they  would  now  be  published,  he 
would  withdraw  them,  and  present  them  for  action  at  the  next  day  when 
the  resolutions  should  be  in  order. 

Mr.  Botts,  of  Yirginia,  now  rose,  saying,  ''the  withdrawal  of  the  reso- 
lutions did  not  excuse  their  presentation  f  he  then  offered  the  following 
preamble  and  resolution  for  adoption : 

^^Whertas^  The  Hon.  Joshua  R.  Qiddings,  the  member  from  the 
axteenth  congressional  district  of  Ohio,  has  this  day  presented  to  this 
House  a  series  of  resolutions  touching  the  most  important  interest  con- 
nected with  a  large  portion  of  the  Union,  now  a  subject  of  negotiation 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  of  the  most  delicate 
nature,  the  result  of  which  nuvy  involve  those  nations^  and  pebhaps  the 

CmUZfiD  WOBLD  IN  WAR  :  * 

"  And  whereas^  It  is  the  duty  of  every  good  citizen,  and  particularly 
of  every  selected  agent  and  Representative  of  the  people,  to  discounte- 
nance  t|ll  efforts  to  create  excitement  and  dissatisfaction  and  division 
amnng  the  people  of  the  United  States,  at  such  time  and  under  such 
circumstances,  which  is  the  only  effect  to  be  accomplished  by  the  intro- 
duction of  sentiments  before  the  legislative  body  of  the' country  hostile 
to  the  grounds  assumed  by  the  high  fhnctionary  having  in  charge  this 
important  and  delicate  trust : 

<*  And  whereas,  Mutiny  and  murder  are  therein  justified  and  approved 
in  terms  shockiqg  to  all  sense  of  law,  order  and  humanity,  therefore 

"  Resolved,  That  this  House  holds,  the  conduct  of  the  sud  member  is 
altogether  unwarranted  and  unwarrantable,  and  deserving  the  severest 
condemnation  of  the  people  of  this  country,  and  of  this  body  in 
particular.'' 

Objection  was  made  to  the  presentation  of  the  resolutions  by  a  mem- 

•  Mr.  Botto  WM  ft  mftn  of  wealth,  ftn  exteiMiTa  lUwholdflr,  ftiid  WM  ludoobtod^  well  bOormtA 
as  to  the  Intention  of  the  iUto  power  **  to  involve  Me  hpo  naUont  in  tear/*  If  Eaglftnd  reftieed 
to  pej  for  the  eUTee  loet  from  on  board  oar  iUto  ihlpa. 
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bar  from  the  State  of  Ykgiai^  as  the  cd  faftd  procieeded  aa  te  as  tlia 
State  of  Ohio  :  Mr.  BottamoTed  aaaspeoMoaof  tlie  rulea ;  but  leas  tbaa 
tiro-thirds  Toting  for  his  motion,  it  Med. 

Mr.  Wdler,  a  Democrat^  fh>m  Ohio,  theft  offered  tiiem  aa  bia  owa, 
and  caiiedfar  the  freviaus  fueition. 

There  was  much  excitement  in  the  hall,  and  a  o^mTersatiottal  debate 
arose  aa  to  the  propriety  of  ordering  the  previoas  question,  bat  Mr. 
Weller  persisted  in  demancyng  it,  and  the  Speaker  decided  that  on  a 
question  of  priiilege,  the  previons  question  could  not  cut  off  a  member 
from  his  defence. 

istt.1         ^'  ■^^^^^^^f  <^  ^^^  York,  took  an  ai^ieal   from   Hub 
decision,  and  the  House  OTermled  the  decision  of  the  Chair  bj  a 
rote  of  118  to  64,"*"  and  the  House  adjoomed. 

Confident  that  he  would  not  only  be  permitted  to  defeid  himself,  but 
probably  constrained  to  do  so  on  the  following  day,  the  author  spent 
the  entire  night  in  preparation,  and  until  near  the  hour  of  meeting; 
when  he  drove  to  the  residence  of  Mr.  Adams,  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
sulting him. 

The  aged  patriot  was  laboring  under  great  depression.  He  said  the 
House  would  not  permit  any  defence  to  be  made  :  that  the  Tote  would 
be  taken  without  debate,  and  that  appearances  indicated  the  passage  of 
the  resolution  of  censure.  To  the  latter  proposition,  the  author  r^idily 
assented,  but  stated  that  the  result  was  less  important  than  the  mode  of 
reaching  it;  and  that  he  had  supposed  the  reflections  of  the  night 
would  conyince  members  of  the  impropriety  of  eondemniftg  a  mcM  fmheard, 
Mr.  AdaiQS  answered,  ''  You  are  not  as  familiar  with  the  slaveholding 
character  as  I  am.  Slaveholders  ad  from  impulse,  hot  from  REFLScnoK ; 
they  act  together  from  interest,  and  haye  no  dread  of  the  displeasure  of 
their  constituents  when  they  act/^r  slavery,** 

Conscious  of  the  superior  es^rience  dt  Mr.  Adams,  the  writer  then 
began  to  apprehend  the  passage  of  the  resolution  of  censure  wUhoiU 
fffrmitiing  any  defence.  ' 

When  the  House  had  been  called  to  order,  the  Speaker  declared  the 
first  business  before  it  was  on  seconding  the  demuid  for  the  prerious 
question. 

Mr.  Weller  now  proposed  to  withdraw  his  demand  for  the  prerious 
question,  prorided  the  author  would  at  once  proceed  in  his  defence,  with 

*  lir.  ftttmore  bad  been  Kgarted  al  tti«  ttDM  of  bb  deetfoB  an  uilMcTeiy  man.  He  vas  flnbt^ 
nous,  and  therefore  nol  onwilliiig  to  ei^Joy  the  faror  of  both  slaTehoIden  and  anti-elayeiy  men. 
Be  aerred  tome  yean  In  OoBgre«,  and  being  deeted  Vl^Preildent  under  Oeneral  Taylor,  ba 
baeatne  PieaMent  on  the  death  of  that  eenUemaii,  bat  In  att  bia  poMle  ataUbag,  be  manlfbaked  i 
deiire  to  oondUate  iottthem  Intereita  and  aonthera  teror. 
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tbe  genial  imderstan^g  thart  the  prmcm  qme^u  Aonld  be  oaEed 
whea  SQch  defence  was  coD<dcided. 

The  writer  refosed  to  make  aiQr  termii  for  tbe  purchase  of  hia  constita* 
tioiial  rights,  and  tiie  vote  was  tdcea  on  eeooi^ing  the  demand,  which 
Blood  *l*l  in  the  affirmatiTe  and  TO  in  the  negatiye. 

After  the  previoos  qnestion  was  ordered,  Mr  Weller  moved  a  sospen- 
sion  of  the  roles^to  enable  the  writer  to  make  his  defence.  The  Spwker 
declared  that  as  the  House  had  ordered  the  prerions  question,  it  must 
t»e  pot  before  any  other  could  be  entertained.  Mr.  Adams  si:^;ge8ted 
that  while  the  prerious  (juestion  might  cut  o£f  all  other  members  firom 
debate,  it  ought  not  to%e  applied  to  pr^^it  the  accused  from  defending 
himself. 

The  Speaker  reminded  Mr.  Adams  that  the  House  had  decided  thai 
the  previous  question  applied  to  cases  of  privU^e^  and  it  certainly  could 
not  apply  to  one  member  and  not  to  another,  as  the  privilege  of  one  was 
the  privilege  of  all. 

Members  now  appeared  unwilling  to  pass  the  resolutions  of  ^3^ 
censure  without  permitting  a  defence  to  be  made.  A  proposi- 
tion was  made  to  hear  the  author  of  the  resolutions,  by  common  conmU^ 
and  it  was  announced  that  there  wab  a  unanimous  desire  to  hear  him. 
He  then  rose,  and  uttered  the  following  words  :  "  Mr.  Speaker,  I  stand 
before  the  House  in  a  peculiar  position."  At  this  point,  Mr.  Cooper^ 
of  Georgia,  objected  to  this  proceeding,  and  he  resumed  his  seat 

Sevwal  gentlemen  now  gathered  around  Mr.  Cooper,  who  was  per- 
suaded to  withdraw  his  objection.  Hon.  Wm.  B.  Calhoun,  of  Massar 
chusetts,  renewed  the  objection,  declaring  he  would  not  see  a  member  of 
the  House  speak  under  such  circumstances. 

In  the  meantime,  the  author,  while  sitting  at  his  desk,  addressed  the 
following  note : 

''  Th  the  Reporter  of  the  *  Intelligencer  J 

''  When  I  rose  so  often  during  the  confusion  of  business  m  the  House 
this  day,  and  was  so  often  called  to  order,  the  last  time  by  Hon.  Mark 
A.  Cooper,  of  Georgia,  I  had  iotUien  oui,  and  desired  to  have  stated  to 
the  House,  what  follows  ^  -  • 

'^ '  Mr.  Speaker,  I  staikd  before  the  House  in  a  peculiar  position.  It 
is  proposed  to  pass  a  vote  of  censure  upon  me,  substantiaDy  for  the  rear 
son  that  I  diifer  in  opinion  from  a  minority  of  the  members.  The  vote 
18  about  to  be  taken  without  giving  me  an  opportunity  to  be  heard.  It 
were  i<fle  for  me  to  say  that  I  am  ignorant  of  the  disposition  of  a  ma* 
jority  of  the  members  to  pass  the  resolution  of  censure.    I  have  been 
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Tiolentl J  assafled  in  a  penonal  maimer^  Imt  hare  bad  no  opportaiity  of 
being  beaid  in  reply  ;  nor  do  I  now  ask  for  an j  faror  at  the  bands 
of  gentlemen ;  but  in  the  name  of  im  Insolted  constitaencj,  in  behalf  <^ 
one  of  the  States  of  this  Union,  in  behalf  of  the  people  of  these  States^ 
and  of  onr  Federal  ConstitatioB,  I  demand  a  bearing  in  the  ordmarj 
mode  of  proceeding  ;  I  accq[>t  no  other  priyilege.  Ivill  receive  no  aUitr 
conrtesy.'  * 

This  note  appeared  the  next  moniing  in  the  cnnrent  proceedings  of  the 


The  yeas  and  nays  were  takes  on  the  resolntion  of  censare,  and  it  was 
adopted  by  125  yeas  to  69  nays.    The  Tote  by  States  was  as  follows : 
Maine.    Tea — Messrs.  Clifford,  Littlefield,  and  Marshall,       .    .  .3 

Nay — ^Messrs.  Fessenden  and  Randall,       2 

Absent — ^none. 
New  Hampshibs.    Yea— Messrs.  Atherton,  Bnrke,  and  Redding,    8 

Nay — ^none.    Absent — ^none. 
Massachusects.    Tea — ^none. 

Nay — Messrs.  Adams,  Borden,  Calhoun,  Cashing,  Hod- 
son,  Farmenter,  and  Wiirthrop, T 

Absent  or  not  Toting — Messrs.  Briggs  and  Bamell,     .    .    2 
Rhode  Islaio).    Tea — ^none. 

Nay — Mr.  Cranston, 1 

Absent  or  not  voting — ^Mr.  ISllinghast, 1 

CoNHEcncFT,    Tea — none.    Absent — ^Done. 

Nay — Messrs.    Boardman,    Brockway,    Osbom,    Smith, 

Tmmball,  snd  Williams. 6 

Vericont.    Tea — ^none.    Absent — ^Mr.  Slade. 

Nay — Messrs.  Everett,  Hall,  Mattocks,  and  Tonng,   .    •    4 
NewTork.    Tea — Messrs,  Brewster,  Clinton,  John  G.  Floyd, 
Charles  A.  Floyd,  Herrick,  McClellan,  Oliver,  Riggs, 

and  Ward,   .    •    .    • 9 

Nay.    Messrs.   Blair,  Childs,  Chittenden,  I.  C.  Clark, 
Davis,  Doig,  Ferris,  Fillmore,  Gates,  Gordon,  Granger, 

Linn,  and  l^oosevelt, 18 

Not  voting— Messrs.  Barnard,  Babcock,  Bowne,  McEeon, 
Clark,    Foster,    Hnnt,    Patridge,    Sandford,    Wood, 

and  Tonng, ^ ...  11 

New  Jersey.    Tea— Mr.  Stratton, 1 

Nay — Messrs.  Aycrig  and  Maxwell, 8 

Not  voting — Halstead,  Randolph,  and  Tork,     •    •    •    •    8 
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PxHKSTLTAHiA.  Tea— Messn.  Beeaan,  Kdlack,  B]bA,  Brown, 
Fornftnce,  Oerrj,  0.  I.  IngenoU,  J.  K  IngenoD, 
Jack,  Pluminer,  Snyder,  Wwttoook,  Keim,  Marchand, 

andNewhard, 15 

Naj — ^Measrs.  Henry,  James  Irwin,  James,  and  Simonton,    4 
Not  Toting — ^Messrs.  Cooper,  Lawrence,  W.  W.  Irwin, 

Ramsey,  and  Toland, 5 

DxLAWABs.    Mr.  Rodny  did  not  vote, 1 

Habtland.  Yea — ^Messrs.  Mason,  Randall,  SoUers,  and  Ken- 
nedy,  4 

Nay — none.  » 

Absent — Messrs.  Johnson  and  Williams, 2 

YiB&nnA.  Yea — Messrs.  Barton,  Botts,  Gary,  Coles,  Oilmer, 
C^oggu^y  Ooode,  Hains,  Hays,  Hopkins,  Hunter,  Hnb- 
bard,  MaUory,  Powell,  Smith,  Stienrod,  Tallifiero,  Som- 

mers,  and  Stoart, 19 

Nay — ^none. 

Not  voting— Mr.  Wise 1 

North  Carouna.  Yea — ^Messrs.  Arrington,  Caldwell,  Daniel, 
Deberry,  Graham,  McKay,  Rayner,  Rencher,  Shepherd, 

Stanly,  and  Washington, 11 

Nay — none. 

Absent— Mr.  Wniiams, 1 

South  Cabouna.    Yea^-Messrs.  William  Butler,  SaiApson  H. 

Butler,  CampbeD,  Holmes,  Pickens,*  Rhett,  and  Rogers,    6 
Nay — none. 

Absent — ^Messrs.  Caldwell  and  Sumpter    - 2 

OsoBOiA.    Yea— Messrs.  Dawson,  Colquit,  Cooper,  Foster,  Hab- 

bersham,  and  Warren, «    •    6 

Nay — ^none. 

Absent — ^Messrs.  Gamble,  Nesbit,  and  King,      •    •    •    .    8 
AT.AHAifA:    Yea — ^Messrs.   Houston,  Hubbard,  Shields,  Lewis, 

and  Chapman, 6 

Nay — ^none. 

Absent — ^Mr.  Payne, 1 

Mississippi.    Yea — ^Messrs.  Gwinn  and  Thompson, 2 

Absent — ^none.    Nay — none. 
Louisiana.    Yea — ^Messrs.  Dawson,  Moore,  and  White,     •   .    •    8 
Nay — ^none.    Absent — ^none. 

•  Ifr.  Pkkmt  wm  Gorenior  of  Booth  Carolna  at  the  breakiiif  out  of  Ctat  grwft'nboIBon  of  ISO 
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AsEANSAA    Teft — ^Mr.  Croak I 

Nsy — nomt.    Ab8ent»4i<nie. 
TsimMn.  .  Yea--MeBsrB.  Arndd»  McCIeDan,  I.  L.  WDIiams,  0. 
H.  WilliuDfl,  W.  B.  Campbell,  Thomas  J.  Campbell,  Tnr- 
iiej,  Oanthen,  Otmtiy,  Watorson,  A.  V .  Brown,  Milton 

Brown,  and  Jobnflon, 13 

Nay — ^none.    Absent — ^none. 
KiNTncKT.    Yea — Messrs.  Boyd»  Triplett,  Owsley,  Thompson, 

Oi^een,  Sprigg,  Andrews,  Davii^  and  Batler,    ....    9 

Nay — ^Messrs.  Pope  and  Underwood, 8 

Absent — Mr.  Marshall, 1 

Mr.  Speaker  White  not  Totmg. 1 

Omo.    Yea-^Messn.  Doane,  Medfll,  Mathews,  Sweeney,  HastingB, 

Dean,  and  Weller, 1 

Nay — Messrs.  Ctood,  Morrow,  Morris,  Pendleton,  Bidge- 
way.  Mason,  Cowen,  Mathiot,  Stokeley,  and  Andrews, .  10 

Absent — ^Mr.  Rossel,     .    .    •. 1 

Mr.  Giddings  not  yoting,    .    .    .    .    • 1 

Indiana.    Yea — Messrs.  Thompson,  Kennedy,  and  Lane,'*'    •    .    3 
Nay— Messrs.  White,  Cravens,  and  Wallace,      •    •    .    •    3 

Not  voting— Mr.  Proffit, 1 

MicmoAN.    Yea — none.    Absent — none. 

Nay— Mr.  Howard,t 1 

Ilunok    Yea^Messrs.  Casey,  Reynolds,  and  Stoart^      ...    3 
Nay — ^ttone.    Absent— none. 
Mr.  Wise,  of  Yirginia,  declared  that  he  would  not  vote  on  snch  f 
qoestion  ;  Mr.  Barnard,  of  New  York,  published  a  card  declaring  the 
whole  proceeding  mnumsiUutiomU,  and  that  he  woo&d  not  knd  his  ssne 
tion,  even  by  voting  against  the  resolution  of  censoEre. 

Mr.  Slade,  of  Vermont,  published  a  card  saying  he  was  confined  by  ill 
health ;  but  had  he  been  present,  he  certainly  would  have  voted  against 
the  resokttion  of  censure. 

184&1  When  the  Speaker  announced  the  resolution  "carried,''  tU 
author  rose,  and  taking  formal  leave  of  the  Speaker  and  officen 
of  the  House,  of  his  colleagues,  of  Mr.  Adams,  and  a  fSsw  other  personal 
friends,  passed  out  of  the  hall.  As  he  reached  the  front  door,  he  fbund 
Senators  Clay  and  Crittenden,  of  Kentucky,  who  had  been  spectaXon 
of  the  scene  just  described.    As  Mr.  Clay  extended  to  him  Us  hand  ha 


•  Mr.  Lta*  li  ft  repnblloftn  Se&fttor  ftt  the  mrltlng  of  tluM  ftetehct  la  1881. 
t  Mr.  ^MTvd  li  ftiM  ft  Ttpobllofta  StiwiMr  In  ISSi 
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thanked  him  for  the  finnnees  with  which  he  had  met  the  oatrage  perpe- 
trated upon  him,  declarisg  that  no  man  would  ever  doubt  Yob  perfect 
right  to  state  his  own  yiews  against  the  slaye  trade,  particnlarlj  while 
the  Ezecatiye  and  the  Senate  were  expressing  theirs  in  fiftYor  of  it."*" 

The  author  at  once  sent  his  resignation  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House, 
and  a  copy  to  the  GoTemor  of  Ohio,  and  left  the  city  for  his  residence. 

•Ihig  IdiidDeii  and  anpOBragmeiit  tepawredby  Mr.  (Hy  t  Hat  Hat,  will  Mwnnti,  In  part,  far 
ibe  mHiok^  ftieaddilp  towardto  Ub  in  later  ivtm 
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OHAPTBRXIL 

THl  BLAYE  POWBB  BAfflLID* 

,3^«  At  the  meeting  of  the  House,  on  the  morning  after  the  TOte 
of  censore  was  giyen,  members  appeared  dissatisfied.  Mr.  Adams 
moTed  an  amendment  of  the  journal  in  order  to  make  it  show  more  ez- 
plidtlj  his  own  opposition  to  the  resolution  of  censure. 

Mr.  Everett,  of  Vermont,  moyed  to  print  five  thousand  extra  copies 
relating  to  the  censure,  for  distribution  among  the  peq>le. 

Mr.  Stanly,  of  North  Carolina,  said :  "  If  the  gentleman. from  Ver- 
mont will  include  the  resolutions  presented  by  Mr.  Oiddings,  I  will  vote 
far  twenty  thousand  copies." 

Mr.  Everett.  '*  I  accept  the  amendment." 

Mr.  Adams.  "  Fifiy  thousamd  copies/' 

But  Mr.  Stanly  no  longer  urged  his  proposition. . 

Mr.  Weller  appeared  anxious  to  have  the  journal  so  amended  as  to 
show  that  Mr.  Giddings  had  an  opportunity  of  defending  himself ;  but 
the  House  refused  the  proposition. 

Neither  the  slare  power  nor  the  democratic  party  had  been  willing  to 
take  issue  upon  the  propositions  presented  for  the  consideration  of  the 
House.  Even  Mr.  Calhoun,  the  leading  advocate  of  slavery,  while 
frankly  declaring  the  auth(^  to  have  been  wrong  i»  pretaUivg  kis  reso- 
lutions, was  never  known  to  deny  their  doctrines.  No  statesman,  no 
respectable  editor  of  the  democratic  party,  denied  that  the  propositioiu 
were  a  correct  exposd  of  constitutional  doctrines ;  but  slaveholding 
statesmen  and  democratic  editors  were  loud  in  theur  denunciation  of  the 
author  for  thus  expressing  his  honest  convictions.  He  was  proclaimed 
an  "  agitator,"  a  "  demagogue  seeking  notoriety,"  an  "  abolitionist  f 
and  the  reflecting  men  of  that  day  saw  most  clearly  that  the  masses  of 
the  democratic  party  and  a  large  portion  of  the  whig  party,  really  ente^ 
tained  the  opinion  that  northern  members  of  Congress  had  no  right  to 
speak  truth  in  r^ard  to  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  upon  the  high  seas, 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  or  in  the  Territories  of  the  United  States. 
Indeed,  it  ^ere  difficult  for  men  at  this  time  to  conceive  the  political 
degradation  to  which  the  popular  mmd  of  the  North  had  been  subjected 
by  the  long  and  constant  surrender  of  northern  rights  and  northern 
honor,  that  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  might  be  upheld  and  eneoil- 
laged. 
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But  this  public  oensare  of  a  member  of  Congress  for  uttering  his  sin- 
cere convictions  did  much  to  awaken  the  people  to  a  consdousness  that 
their  liberties  were  in  danger.  Th^  anti-slavery  press  and  a  portion  of 
the  whig  press,  published  the  whole  proceedings  with  discreet  and  import- 
ant comments  and  suggestions.''' 

Public  meetings  were  held  in  the  principal  cities  of  the  free  States, 
declaring  the  right  of  members  of  Googrees  to  express  their  views  in 
regard  to  sUvery  and  the  dave  trade,  so  long  as  that  body  was  called 
on  to  sustain  the  institution. 

In  the  author's  district  tiiere  was  much  indignation  manifested ; 
large  public  meetings  were  convened.  The  doctrines  enunciated  in.  his 
resolutions,  as  well  as  his  right  to  present  them,  were  carefully  and 
fully  sustained,  and  he  was  called  on  to  stand  as  a  candidate  for  rejec- 
tion without  the  formality  of  a  n<nnination  by  convention.  At  B(Hne  of 
these  meetings  the  primal  doctrines  of  government  were  referred  to,  and 
the  rights  of  the  people  and  of  the  States  defined  with  a  precision  that 
would  have  done  no  discredit  to  the  statesmen  of  that  day.f 

These  proceedings  and  resolutions  were  presented  to  the  consideration 
of  the  House  of  Bepres^tatives,  and  were  entered  upon  the  record  of 

•  *  TIm  ftnthor  would  do  ii^iiBtlee  were  he  to  omit  the  ftwtt  that  **  The  New  York  Irenlng  Post/* 
edited  by  WlllUm  0.  Bryant,  an  able  d^mocratio  paper ^  ardwed  the  right  of  Mr.  Glddings  to  pre- 
aent  hb  resolutions,  and  the  editor  decUred  that  were  he  a  resident  of  Mr.  GlddSn^i*  district,  he 
woald  see  ereiy  honorable  eflbrt  tat  thai  fentlananli  reOectioo. 

t  The  following  resolutions  were  adopted  at  a  large  eonyentlon  held  in  Ashtabula  County : 

BeeoUtd^  That  our  fathers,  at  the  expense  of  much  blood  and  treasure,  established  a  representa- 
tlre  fbrm  of  govcnunent  In  which  the  Tolce  ef  the  people  was  recognised  as  the  oontroUhig  power. 

%i^  That  the  right  of  representation  haTfaig  been  purchased  by  the  best  blood  of  our  anoeetora, 
can  only  be  surrendered  with  the  blood  of  their  oflkprlng. 

Zd^  That  to  the  maintenance  of  our  Ooyenuneat  in  to  representattve  fonn  we  lekmnly  pledge 
oiur  Hree,  our  fortunes,  and  our  safCrsd  honor. 

4^  That  ereiy  attempt  to  abridge  the  right  of  the  people  to  be  heard  through  their  represent*- 
ttvee  In  Congress  Is  Incompatible  with  our  Instttatlons,  fubrerstTe  of  American  liberty,  and  reeolif- 
Uvnarff  Uk  it$  imdtmty* 

(MA,  niat  the  rote  of  censure  passed  upon  the  Hon.  Joshua  R«  Giddings  on  the  ttd  March  las* 
was  a  flagrant  viohitlon  of  our  rights  and  the  rights  of  our  State,  subrersiTe  of  one  of  the  most  fan- 
poitant  fbatursa  of  our  OovenBaent,  and  shoqld  be  rsgarded  as  tlu  oammmMmmt  ^on  imports 

Uky  That  while  those  concerned  In  the  coastwise  slave  trade  demand  of  the  Federal  Goremmenl 
protection  in  their  TocaUon,  the  traSle  In  homtt  flcA  most  constltnU  a  snltfeot  of  legltfancte  debate 
both  In  (Egress  and  among  the  people. 

Ithy  That  as  brethren  of  the  same  repubUban  fkmOy,  we  call  upon  members  of  Oongress  who  Toted 
to  censure  our  RepresentatlTe  to  declare  expSdtly  whether  they  desire  us  to  matotatai  the  coastwise 
■lave  trade  whUe  they  deny  to  us  the  expression  of  our  own  views  on  the  suhfectf 

8tfi,  That  the  question  now  proposed  to  the  American  people  Is  one  that  rises  above  all  partj 
eeosiderations.  Involving  the  most  vital  principles  of  tiM  Government,  Imperiously  demanding  the 
■idted  efforts  of  aU  parties  hi  support  of  the  Oe— tUmieo  and  the  rights  of  the  people. 

90,  That  these  proceedings  be  signed  by  the  president  and  vice-president,  and  eertifled  by  the 
secretaries,  and  transmitted  to  the  Hon.  Patrick  G.  Good,  of  the  House  of  RepresenUtives  In  Con- 
gress,  with  a  request  that  he  lay  them  before  that  body. 
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debates  in  t&at  body.  Some  of  these  attracted  attention,  and  were  said 
to  rank  among  the  ablest  state  papers  of  the  twenty-seventh  Congress.* 

The  author  was  re<$lected  by  an  overwhehning  TOte»  and  instmcted  fay 
the  people  to  resume  his  aeati  to  reassert  his  doctrines,  and  to  r"^s»***m 
them. 

At  the  expiration  of  five  .weeks  firom  the  time  of  censurey  the  author 
resumed  his  seat  in  Congress,  clothed  with  instractions  from  the  people 
of  his  district  to  re^present  his  lesdations  and  maintain  to  the  extent  of 
his  powers  the  doctrines  which  they  asserted.  His  return  was  hailed 
with  emotions  of  gratification  by  his  venerable  friend  Mr.  Adams,  who 
declared  his  entire  confidence  in  the  intelligenoe  and  disposition  of  the 
people  to  reform  the  GovexDmeni,  if  properly  i^pealed  to  by  public  men. 
Messrs.  Slade  and  Gates  were  greatly  stcengthaned  in  their  hopes  of  suc- 
cess, and  those  members  who  had  voted  against  the  censaie  were  cheered 
and  confirmed  in  their  convictions  respectkig  the  freedom  of  debate. 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Aifaiis  of  the  Senate,  to  whom  the  mes- 
sage of  the  President  on  the  sotject  of  the  **  Crede,"  and  the  letter  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  to  our  minister  at  London,  were  committed, 
appeared  unwilling  to  agitate  the  .sulgect  farther  and  made  no  report, 
retaining  those  important  state  papers  in  unbroken  sHence.  Mr.  Ca2> 
houn  ceased  to  cf^  the  attention  of  the  country  to  these  claims  for 
slaves  :  indeed,  so  far  as  the  author  could  learn,  lb.  Calhodh  never  sub- 
sequently mentioned  the  subject  even  in  private  conversation.  The 
Senate  forbore  all  farther  discussion  in  r^^rd  to  slaves  freed  under 
British  laws,  and  neither  Mr.  Webster,  the  Secretary  of  State,  nor  Pre- 
sident Tyler,  nor  his  successor,  Mr.  PoUc,  were  known  to  have  taken  fur- 
ther action  on  the  sulject :  indeed,  it  was  often  asserted  in  the  House 
that  the  Executive  had  been  silenced  by  the  voice  of  the  people,  and 
anthem  members  were  taunted  with  receding  from  their  arrogant  assunqh 
tions  ;  to  which  they  only  replied,  that  the  claims  were  not  abamdamd, 
though  not  ihm  pressed  upon  the  British  Government. 

But  the  most  remarkable  effect  of  this  popular  feeling  was  manifested 
in  the  House  of  Bepresentatives  by  the  members  who  voted  for  the 
resolution  of  censure.  Th^  well  understood  the  instructions  of  the 
author,  to  agam  present  the  resolutions,  which  had  now  been  published 
throughout  the  free  States,  and  to  maintain  the  doctrines  which  they 
asserted.  If  thus  presented,  the  House  must  have  adopted  or  njjected 
them.  But  they  could  only  be  presented  when  the  States  were  called 
on  for  resolutions,  which  by  the  rules  of  the  House  was  on  each  alter- 
nate Monday.  Yet  a  large  majority  had  voted  for  the  censure,  and  were 
at  all  limes  able'to  control  the  business  ci  the  House ;  and  as  often  as 
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rabliitioii  day  came  roond,  a  motion  was  made  and  carried  to  proceed 
to  dker  business,  thereby  defeating  the  axithor's  intention  to  present  his 
reflolntions  for  consideration.  Daring  the  remiunder  of  that  session  and 
the  whole  of  the  last  session  of  the  twenty-seventh  Congress,  the  slave 
power  and  the  democratic  party  exhibited  a  moral  cowardice  entirely  un- 
worthy of  statesmen. 

Pinding  the  majority  thns  to  have  receded  from  the  position  they  had 
assumed  when  censoring  the  author,  he  seized  upon  the  first  opportunity, 
to  vindicate  in  a  public  speech,  the  doctrines  avowed  in  the  resolutions 
which  the  party  woold  not  permit  him  to  present  to  the  House.  The 
speech  was  listened  to  with  respectful  attention,  and  although  he  spoke 
with  severity  of  language  respecting  the  slave  trade  and  of  those  who  in* 
official  stations  encouraged  that  commerce  in  men  and  women,  yet  he 
was  not  called  to  order.  Indeed,  without  tnterruptian  he  reasserted  and 
vindicated  the  doctrines  for  which  he  had  been  censured  sixty  days  pre- 
viously. From  that  day  the  freedom  of  debate  was  substantiaUy  regained, 
although  the  twenty-first  or  gag-rule  continued  to  hold  a  place  in  the 
manual  for  two  years  after  this  incident  occurred.'*' 

These  extraordinary  proceedings  attracted  attention  in  England.  The 
English  press  republished  the  proceedings  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. The  British  Ministry  had,  however,  refused  indemnity  to  the  slave- 
dealers  before  the  news  of  the  author^s  expulsion  reached  that  country. 
In  the  meantime  so  many  questions  of  diificulty  had  arisen  between  the 
British  Government  and  ours,  that  Lord  Ashburton  was  appointed  envoy 
and  minister  plenipotentiary  to  our  Government  for  the  purpose  of  set- 
tling all  matters  existing  betwe^  the  two  nations,  except  those  arising 
from  l^e  release  of  slaves  landed  on  British  islands,  indnding  the  **  Cre- 
ole," on  that  he  was  authorized  to  hold  no  correspondence. 

This  was  the  first  instance  in  the  history  of  our  Government,  on  which 
the  popular  voice  was  definitely  and  distmctly  uttered  in  such  direct  con- 
demnation of  the  acts  of  either  branch  of  our  national  L^islature  ;  and 
few  instances  have  occurred  in  which  the  voice  of  the  people  has  been 
proclaimed  with  greater  potency. 

•  Ifr.  Bantoi^  in  Ills  "  TMr^  Tean,**  appinipili^ 
in  viilch  he  eridenUy  intended  to  jotUiy  himself  and  the  Senaton  wlio  Toted  and  aeted  with 
hia  on  that  sutject;  hnt  he  makes  no  aDosIon  to  proceedings  in  the  Honse,  or  to  any  of  the  inoi- 
danti  attsndlnr  its  aciUtlon  fai  that  hodj.  li  is,  howvrer,  sUU  more  remarkable,  that  fai  Vk 
■*  Abridgment  of  Oongresiional  Debates/'  wliidi  purports  to  giro  an  abstract  of  all  that  iras  said 
tad  done  In  that  body,  he  does  not  allude  to  the  resolutions  presented  by  the  author,  nor  to  the  rote 
of  eensnre,  nor  to  any  drcnmstance  attending  fho  aathor*s  resignation,  and.  return  to  Oongrea. 
Hot  these  facts  show  the  efforts  made  to  perrert  the  truth  of  history,  In  order  thai  oar  records  ndfl^ 
Boit  bear  testimony  to  the  despotism  and  deprarltj  of  those  vho,  for  half  a  oentaxy,  upheld  and 
1  erlacs  of  the  most  reroitlng  character. 
13 
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Hie  yery  genend  afort  gf  tlie  pnnikiT^rjr  pnsa  tad  politidttu  to 
nlveprweMt  lim  hi^tosy  of  the  "  deole^"  and  tosapprws  ao  &r  m  po&- 
BiUe  ell  knowledge  of  tbe  leet^iUBtioiiB  iaTolve<^  oonstitate  the  asthor's 
vjadjoatjon  for  q^eakiog  with  pef&ot  fteedom  of  aoeneB  in  which  he  was 
ae  proojnait  en  netor. 

The  democratic  party  had  looked  to  the  visit  of  Lord  AahbuiCon  irith 
the  hope  aad  e^[)ectatkm  thait  the  EieculiTe  wovld  iadaoe  the  BnlaBh 
Oovemment  to  aaife&dur  the  rig^t  of  vintatioa,  which  for  many  yean 
had  been  a  ealyject  of  difdomAtic  eonespoodence.  By  "  the  ri^t  of 
notation,''  Britteh  atafteamea  oederBtood  the  qght  of  every  Bntiah  aUp 
of  war,  when  croiaing  for  slaTedeateis,  to  visit  soapected  ships  so  fiur  as 
was  necessary  to  determine  whether  they  were  "{urates"  or  ahipa  "en- 
gaged in  lawM  eoouneroeb''  TUa  right  bad  been  denied  by  oor  slave- 
holding  admiiyatraiioasi  and  aa  soch  visitation  rendered  the  Aftiqpui  slave 
trade  more  dangerous,  and  thereby  enhanced  the  price  of  slaves^  onr  pco- 
sUvery  statesmen  were  anzioos  to  exempt  all  sh^  sailing  nnder  Ameii- 
oan  ool<»8  ih>m  sach  intennption. 

Bat  this  expectation  failed.  The  British  nunister  made  no  ooneession ; 
on  the  eontTary,  by  the  treaty  formed  between  the  two  goTemmenta  in 
184S,  the  United  States  agreed  to  constantly  maiitain  a  naval  force 
upon  the  African  coast,  of  at  least  eighty  gen^  for  the  more  dFectnal 
snppresBion  of  the  slave  trade. 

Bat  the  arrogant  c<»dnet  of  southern  statesmen  was  well  illnstnted 
by  certain  members  who  had  been  appointed  to  serve  on  the  Committee 
of  "  Foreign  AflfieurB.''  Having  failed  to  indi¥»  the  Honae  to  reoiove  Mr. 
Adams  from  the  position  of  chajrmany  Msssrp.  Gilmer  and  Honter,  of 
Yiil^ia ;  Bhett,  of  Sooth  Carolina ;  Johnsoi^  of  Maryland,  and  Profit^ 
of  Indiana,  united  in  a  written  ^)plioatk)n»  addressed  to  the  Hooaa  of 
Bepreseitotives,  asking  to.be  exeosed  £pom  serving  on  said  oommittoe, 
as  they  were  nnwiUing  to  act  with  Mr.  Adams  as  chairman,  irb^^  they 
said,  had  "ofltawtd  opitdam,  and  pertevmd  m  a  jfitea  of  amdua,  tokUk 
im  tidr  cpimon^  thawed  him  em  wwrfe  dtgpcmU»ry  of  fubtic  tr%$t/*^  .The 
House  by  a  vote  readily  exeosed  Ihem  from  iorther  service  on  said  com- 
mittee, and  the  Speaker  appointed  Messrs.  White,  of  Looisians ;  A.  H. 
Shepherd,  of  North  Carolina ;  iBaac  E.  Hohnes,  of  Sooth  CaroUaa ; 
Bi.  Chapman,  of  Alabama^  and  Majrk  A.  Cooper,  of  Georgia^  to  act.  sa 
members  of  said  committee  in  ti^e  place  of  the  five  mambera  who  bad 

«  Of  tliM  g«itt«M«^  Mr.  HaB««  b,  afc  tiM  tliM  oC  writtBg  tbb  DOl^ 
4»li^«Bd  feo  otUte  »ld  for  tbe  S<mtb«m  ConfederMy,  aad  Mr.  BbeU  Is  a  member  of  tbe  lebil 
pe»;  vl^te  the  olhen  haw  dM  vtthMfc  giving  te  the  worid  any  extnerdio^j  evldesfif  c( 
r  eim  patriotkm. 
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cscased.  ^  Of  theie,  Meflen.  Oooper,  Holmefl,  aad  OhipiiuHi,  i 
afiksod.  to  ba  ezooaed  tot  the  immobs  set  fortb  by  tkdr  pgedccoMierB.* 
Tkmb  geatlemeiL  weie  also  ezcoMd  by  Toie  of  the  Hooae.  They  aD  ap^ 
peaced  to  eotertaan  no  doubts  that  their  efforts  to  aflsct  the  repntatioff 
of  Mr.  Adams,  would  exert  an  extenshre  inflaenoe  upon  the  eonnetary. 
Bat  the  aged  hsro  a|ipeaied  entirely  vnoonacioiis  of  daager  oa  that  pointy 
nor  did*his  friends  radiiblt  any  particnlar  alarm  in  regard  to  it. 

A  bill  to  amend  Ite  eharter  of  the  City  <^  AleooHidrift  oame  i^  for 
consideration,  when  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Itennessee,  moved  an  amendment, 
gnuting  the  right  of  snflBRage  to  att  ''/ree  wA»fe  maU  etHatmJ' 

Mr.  Adams  moved  to  strike  oot  liie  word  '*  white,''  ao-  as  to  extend 
the  right  to  all  "free  dtizmu^^  witheat  feqwet  to  color.  In  support  of 
tins  motkHi,  he  nrged  tiiat  the  protection  of  life,  of  Vbeat%f,  and  property 
was  as  dear  and-aa  neceamy  to  the.cohyred  man  as  to  the  wMte  man. 
That  the  colored  maa  contriboted  of  his  snbstanoe  to  tiie  sapport  of 
the  OoTsmment  m  all  cases  the  same  as  white  men,  and  frequently  is 
taxed  to  edncate  the  children  of  white  men,  in  schools  where  they  are 
■ot  permitted  to  send  their  own ;  that  the  rights  of  life  and  liberty  are 
■ot  involved  in  the  right  of  soffirage,  which  Is  strictly  a  conventional, 
and  nota  natnnl  right;  yet  no  jnst  reason  can  be  assigned  why  the 
right  to  vote  shonld  dq^d  upon  the  complexion. 

Slaveholders  were  enraged  at  this  proposition,  ^d  stUi  more  at  the 
reason  and  logic  with  which  it  was  enforced,  yet  no  man  presmned  to 
attempt  any  answer,  bot  pat  an  end  to  the  discossion  by  laying  the  sub- 
ject on  the  table. 

The  second  session  of  the  twenty^wventh  Oongress  was  chara^eriaed^ 
by  still  gieate  efforts  m  fovor  of  despotism  on  the  part  of  the  aonthem 
statesmen,  and  by  corresponding  exertions  on  tim  part  of  tiie  advocates 
of  liberty  to  defeat  those  designs  of  the  sbve  power ;  hot  reieetiog  men 
saw  dearly  that  the  Biavehol<yag  infhienoe  had  passed  its  cahninating 
point.  The  inslitollon  no  longor  exerted  oodiBpatedswB^.  The  regain- 
ing  the  right  of  petition  and  freedom  of  debate  constitotod  the  first  step- 
in  the  important  reformation  which  may  be  said  to  have  been  feiriy  in* 
augnrated  dorii^  tiie  year  1843.  The  anthor  was  stigmatized  as  an. 
"agitator,^  a  "fhnatic,''  an  " abolitioaist,''  and  '' exerting  no  inflneDce 
in  Congress.''  No  man,  no  editor  assailed  the  doctrines  kid  down  m 
tbe  resolations  which  brooght  iqpon  him  saeh  a  delage  of  staKfehoUmg 
wrath. 

•  ThoM  genttomtn  irfao  felt  h  wrong  to  detrtct  tnm  fhtSr  own  afgnttrbgrMrrteffaiiMBinlttM 
wUli  Mr.  AdAmi,  w«re  permitted  to  retire  from  the  public  gue,  and  the  asthor  ounoi  bow  mj 
r  ue  Itftaf  er  dead. 
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It  was,  therefote,  neoessary  to  make  his  real  TkwB  kntfwn,  in  oxder  to 
Hudntain  the  position  which  he  had  assimied.  Mr.  Adams  better  aoder- 
stood  the  difficaltj,  and  had  been  unwilling  to  join  in  any  pktform  of 
principles,  saying  he  would  not  lire  to  yindieate  them  ;  bat  at  the  same 
time  appeared  qute  willing  that  the  author  should  avow  his  doctrines 
and  policy,  belieTing,  as  he  said,  that  the  Author  would  liye  to  maintain 
them. 

During  the  recess  of  Oongress  the  author  wrote  for  publication  a 
series  of  articles  signed  "  Pad^cus.''  They  were  first  published  in  the 
"  Western  Reserve  Ohronide,"  a  paper  printed  at  Warren,  Ohio.  The 
object  of  these  essays  was  to  draw  the  constitutional  line  of  demarkation 
between  t^e  Federal  OoTemment  and  the  institution  of  dayery.  They 
fdlly  admitted  the  priYil^;e  of  the  southern  States  to  maintain  the  insti- 
tution ;  that  although  it  was  wrong,  yet  neither  the  firee  States  nor  the 
Federal  Ooreroment  possessed  constitutional  authority  to  interfere  with 
it  But  they  asserted  that  the  fne  States  held  the  same  right  to  be 
entirely  free  and  exempt  from  its  disgrace  and  expense.  That  as  the 
slare  States  held  the  priyilege  to  eiyoy  slavery,  the  free  States  held  the 
same  priyilege  to  eigoy  iteedom.  Therefore  the  Federal  Goyemment 
could  no  more  abolish  slayery  in  our  southern  States  than  it  could  abolish 
freedom  in  the  free  States  ;  and  as  it  was  the  equal  agent  of  both  free 
and  slave  States,  it  gqM  not  interfere  to  uphold  or  put  down  slayery  in 
the  South  or  liberty  in  the  North. 

That  in  regard  to  the  Territories,  the  District.of  Columbia,  and  the 
Ugh  seas,  no  State  authority  or  State  laws  could  be  recog^nized.  There 
Congress  held  supreme  jurisdiction  and  was  bound  to  carry  out  the 
doctrines  avowed  by  the  fathers  in  11T6,  that  human  governments  are 
instituted  to  iecwre  human  rights. 

In  these  articles  the  writer  carefrdly  touched  upon  the  natural  rights 

.  which  the  Creator  had  bestowed  upon  mankind.  He  referred  to  the  case 

of  a  fugitive  slave,  asserting  his  right  at  all  times  to  msintain  his  liberty, 

erven  though  in  doing  so  it  becomes  necessary  to  slay  his  master  and  all 

others  who  attempt  to  hold  him  in  bondage. 

^^^^  These  articles  attracted  attention,  and  were  extensively  repub- 
lished in  newspapers  and  in  pamphlet  form.  They  were  com- 
mended by  editors,  politicians,  and  statesmen.  But  anti-slavery  men 
found  great  difficulty  from  their  iQability  to  form  an  issue  with  the  sup- 
porters of  slavery.  In  Congress  and  out  of  it  members  of  the  demo- 
oratic  party  carefully  avoided  every  issue  which  the  lovers  of  liberty 
tendered  them.  Pro-slavery  statesmen  and  politicians  were  loud  In  their 
denunciations ;  but  careful  to  lay  down  no  rule,  doctrine,  or  principle^ 
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on  which  the  adyocates  of  human  rights  could  take  issue.  Nor  would 
the  advocates  of  slavery  deny  any  specific  doctrine,  principle,  or  primal 
truth  which  the  lovers  of  liberty  maintained. 

But  the  policy  of  the  slaveholding  portion  of  the  IJnion  was  india- 
cretely  expressed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Mr.  XTpshur,  in  his 
annual  report  transmitted  to  Congress  by  the  President  at  the  opening 
of  the  last  session  of  the  twentynseventh  Congress.  Mr.  Upshur  was 
a  natite  of  Virginia,  educated  in  that  State,  and  reared  in  the  belief  that 
the  Old  Dominion  was  entitled  to  jfumish  the  prindpal  of&cers  of  Govern- 
ment, and  to  shape  the  politics  of  the,  nation.  The  faQure  of  Mr.  Cal- 
houn in  his  efforts  to  commit  the  nation  to  support  the  coastwise  slave 
trade,  seemed  never  to  have  been  heard  of  by  Mr.  XTpshur,  or  if  under- 
stood, he  must  have  disregarded  the  example  which  that  case'  afforded. 
He  now  recommended  an  increase  of  the  navy  sufficient  to  prevent  an 
enemy  from  landing  upon  our  shores  ;  and  as  an  argument,  he  insisted 
that  the  ''  peculiar  population  "  of  the  South  would  render  it  dangerous 
to  permit  our  enemies  to  make  a  lodgment  within  our  slave  States. 

This  proposition  to  tax  the  nation  for  the  protection  of  davery,  how- 
ever indiscreet,  constituted  evidence  of  an  intention  to  make  the  people 
of  the  free  'States  bear  the  burdens  of  the  institution,  and  northern 
advocates  of  freedom  held  up  that  policy  to  the  condemnation  of  the 
people,  insisting  that  no  appropriation  should  be  made  from  the  national 
funds  for  that  purpose,  though  the  institution'were  to  be  swept  from  the 
earth.  That  we  would  protect  the  South  against  invasion  by  caUing 
their  slaves  into  service,  as  Qeneral  Jackson  had  done  in  1814,  or  we 
would  set  the  slaves  free  as  he  had  done :  But  there  was  no  southern 
or  northern  Senator  or  Representative  that  would  stand  forth  in  defence 
of  the  Secretary's  policy. 

On  the  second  day  <k  the  session,  Mr.  Adams  introduced  a  resolution 
repealing  the  twenty-first  rule  of  the  Souse,  and  called  for  the  previous 
question  ;  there  was  a  second  Uy  the  demand,  but  the  House  refused  to 
order  the  main  question,  and  it  was  thus  postponed  from  day  to  day  for 
some  time,  when  it  was  laid  on  the  table  by  a  bare  majority ;  members 
appeared  unwilling  to  repeal  it  by  direct  vote,  although  it  had  morally 
ceased  to  operate. 

Another  item  of  some  political  mgnificanoe  occurred  at  the  opening 
of  this  last  session  of  the  twenty-seventh  Congress.  The  author  had 
been  appointed  chairman  of  the  Conuniftee  on  Claims  at  the  first 
session,  which  commenced  in  December,  1841,  and  having  served  the 
whole  of  the  first  session  and  part  of  the  second,  resigned  his  seat  under 
the  vote  of  censure,  in  March,  1842,  and  another  chairman  had  been 
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Appointed  to  III  the  vacancy,  who,  of  course,  held  the  phoe  up  to  tihe 
«loBe  of  that  aefldon.  Southern  memben  now  insiflted  tiiat  the  Speaker, 
being  a  worm  friend  of  Mr.  Claj,  would  not  dare  to  disregard  southen 
feelings  so  much  as  to  reappoint  the  author.  The  writer  had  forbiddoi 
his  friends  to  make  any  effort  for  his  rea][^mtmeat ;  but  the  ^Kaker 
seemed  to  have  no  hesitancy.  Indeed,  he  said  publicly  that  the  vote  of 
censure  was  an  outrage  to  which  he  had  always  been  oppoaed,  and  for 
which  he  desired  to  express  his  entire  disr^psrd  by  reappointix^  Mr. 
Oiddings.  ^ 

The  committee  was  composed  of  three  northern  Whigs,  besides  the 
writer,  to  wit :  Messrs.  Tomlioson,  of  New  York  ;  Osbom,  of  Connecti- 
eut,  and  Oowen,  of  Ohio ;  while  Messrs.  Amdd,  of  Tennessee,  and  Wa^ 
ren,  of  Georgia,  were  slayeholding  Whigs  ;  and  Messrs.  Burke,  of  New 
Hampshire ;  Medill,  of  Ohio,  and  Hubbard^  of  Virginia,  were  Democrats 
Thus  tiiere  wma  a  Whig  nuyority  of  three,  and  a  pro^layery  nu^rity  of 
the  same  number. 

By  the  ancient  mks  <^  the  House,  the  committees  held  the  right  to 
elect  their  chainnan  ;  but  the  practice  had  long  been  for  the  member 
flrst  named  on  the  list  to  perform  tiie  duties  of  the  office,  and  it  had 
oome  to  be  uniyersally  regarded  ae  law.  So  uniyersal  was  this  under^ 
standing  that  the  majority  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affurs  wonld 
not  assume  the  responsibility  of  electing  a  chainnan  in  o[qposition  to  Mr. 
Adams,  who  had  been  i^ointed  by  the  Speaker  ]  but  asked  the  House 
to  remove  him,  and  resigned  their  places  when  the  House  refioHed.  Not 
so  with  the  Committee  on  Claims;  the  three  Democrats  and  two 
southern  Whigs  had  Toted  for  the  public  censure  of  their  chainnan,  and 
ibr  them  now  to  sit  in  committee  with  that  gentleman  as  presiding 
officer,  would  constitute  a  humiliaHon  to  which  they  were  unwilling  to 
submit.* 

Mr.  Warren,  of  Georgia,  took  .care  to  inform  the  chairman  that  the 
majority  of  tiie  committee  had  determined  to  remove  him,  and  stated  the 
day  on  which  it  was  to  be  done,  and  advised  a  reognation.  To  this  the 
diairman  replied  that  be  had  been  aj^inted  by  the  Speaker  because  of 
his  industry  and  general  duuract^.  That  in  presenting  his  resolutions 
he  had  acted  according  to  the  dictates  of  his  consdence,  and  his  oonstit- 
uents  had  eifectttally  reversed  the  judgment  of  the  House ;  that  such, 
too,  aeemed  to  be  the  opinion  of  the  Speaker.  XTndw  the  circumstances 
he  felt  no  disposition  to  re^;n,  but  would  meet  any  action  of  the  com- 

•  Hr.  Bvkf ,  la  •  penoMl  omTenaUoa,  on  the  mondag  after  ttie  reeoliilioa  ef  eeuoie  waf 
introdnced,  Md  whUe  it  was  pending,  Msored  the  author  in  the  mott  solemn  manner  that  if  he  had 
Uie  power,  he  would  hcmg  him  for  IntrodadBg  reeolatioBi  agalntt  the  ilav*  tnJa. 
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mittee  in  sacli  maimer  as  best  he  might.  Mr.  Warren  assored  him  that 
he  wished  to  aroid  a  rote ;  bnt  if  compelled  to  express  his  views,  he  woold 
be  constrained  to  act  in  accordance  with  the.  sentiment  of  the  South. 
Kot  so  with  Mr.  Arnold  of  Tennessee  :  he  was  a  daveholding  Whig, 
and  while  he  asserted  his  attachment  to  slayerj,  he  declared  that  he 
would  ncTer  unite  with  Democrats  to  perpetrate  an  outrage  upon  a  mem- 
ber OMndy  because  he  was  cfpo§ed  to  that  institation. 

On  the  morning  appointed  for  takhig  the  Yote,  Mr.  Arnold  was  not 
present.  Mr.  MediU  left  the  committee,  as  he  said,  to  persuade  Mr.  Ar- 
nold to  attend.  Nather  of  them  howerer  appeared  subsequently  duiag 
the  day.  The  committee  proceeded  in  the  disdiarge  of  Uieir  duties,  and 
the  next  morning  democratic  members  announced  that  Mr.  Arnold  would 
not  sustain  the  proposition  to  remove  the  chairman,  who  continued  in  ibb 
iutfes  of  Us  trffice  without  flirther  intermptidn.    ' 
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CHAPTER  XnL 

ATTEMPTS  TO  OBTAIN  PATVXMT  FOB  SLA71S,  AMD  BITOBfB  AT  PIUONAL 

iHTDfinAnON. 

^^j  AiTEB  the  "  Treaty  of  Wafihington ^  had  been  condnded  and 
ratified,  there  was  much  discontent  manifested  among  sonthera 
men  at  its  silence  in  regard  to  the  right  of  visitation.  Sir  Robert  Peel, 
in  the  British  parliament,  declared  that  his  govemment  had  in  no  respect 
modified  its  claim  to  exercise  tht  right  of  Tiaiting  suspected  ships,  so  fiur  as 
to  ascertain  whether  thej  were  employed  in  lawful  commerce  or  engaged 
in  the  slaye  trade  ;  while  it  had  long  been  clauned  on  the  part  of  oor 
Oovemment  that  no  croiser  had  the  right  to  stop  any  ship  sailing  under 
American  colors,  to  ascertain  whether  she  were  engaged  in  the  slaye  trade 
or  not ;  and  so  far  was  this  opposition  carried,  that  war  had  been  threat- 
ened by  leading  members  of  the  democratic  party,  if  England  continued 
the  i)ractice.  It  was  on  this  eyidence  that  Mr.  Adams  based  his  a88e^ 
tion  that  it ''  was  intended  to  inyolye  our  nation  in  a  wtur  wilh  Englamd 
for  the  purpose  of  reopening  the  AMcan  slaVe  trade.'^  There  conld  bo 
no  other  excuse  for  the  hostility  manifested  by  southern  statesmen  against 
the  efforts  of  England  to  abolish  that  traffic.  But  in  making  the  Ash- 
burton  treaty,  this  feeling  in  fayor  of  the  slaye  trade  did  not  control  the 
Executiye.  The  President  was  a  Yirginian,  and  decidedly  in  fayor  of 
fostering  the  interests  of  that  State.  She  had  long  been  in  the  practice 
of  sending  her  surplus  slaye  population  to  southern  markets,  which  had 
become  profitable  ;  indeed,  Yirginia  had  literally  become  a  slaye  hretd^ 
State;  and  all  her  interests  were  oppo^  to  the  AMcan  slaye  trade, 
which  brought  the  imported  AMcans  in  competition  with  Yirginia  reared 
dayes.  President  Tyler  therefore  found  it  no  disagreeable  dnty  fo 
giye  up  the  southern  doctrine  in  regard  to  the-  right  of  yisitation,  and 
enter  into  farther  coyenants  for  the  suppression  of  the  Afiriean  slaye 
trade.  These  things  created  great  dissatisfaction  in  the  democratic 
party,  inasmuch  as  General  Chas  and  other  leading  members  had 
warmly  opposed  the  right  of  yisitation,  declaring  it  to  be  a  reyiyal 
of  the  former  ''right  of  search,"  to  which  in  fact  it  bore  very  little  re- 
semblance. 
Senator  Crafts,  of  Yermont,  presented  to  the  Senate  the  legislatiye 
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Besohe  of  that  State  declaring  it  the  dntj  of  Congress  to  abolish 
slarery  and  the  slaTe  trade  in  the  District  (tf  Colombia  ;  but  the  Senate 
raised  the  question  of  reception,  and  laid  that  question  on  the  table, 
leaybg  the  resolution  in  the  hands  of  the  Sector  who  brought  it 
forward. 

By  way  of  preamble,  it  recited  "  That  the  foreign  slaye  trade  was 
regarded  as  piracy,  punishable  with  death  under  our  laws :  That  a 
'  traffic  in  men'  had  long  been  carried  on  within  sight  of  the  halls  of 
Congress  and  of  the  President's  dwelling,  characterized  by  all  the  crimes 
of  the  foreign  Blare  trade,  aggravated  by  its  outrages  upon  the  sensibili- 
ties of  a  Christian  community,  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  laws  of  Con- 
gress.   Therefore, 

*'  Resolved,  That  all  laws  in  any  way  sanctioning  or  authorizing  the 
slave  trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  ought  to  be  repealed,  and  the 
-Jzade  prohibited." 

Mr.  Siade,  wishing  to  present  this  resolution  to  the  House,  and  know- 
ing that  the  twenty-first  rule  prohibited  its  reception,  moved  a  suspension 
of  the  roles  in  order  to  present  it  for  action  in  that  body.  All  mem- 
bers from  the  slave  States  voted  against  the  motion  ;  those  from  the  free 
States  voted  as  follows  : 
Maine.    Yea — Messrs.  Bronson,  Fessenden  and  RandaU,   ...    3 

Kay — Messrs.,  Littlefield,  Lowell,  and  Marshall, ....    3 

Not  voting-^Messrs.  Allen  and  Clifford, .2 

Nbw  Hampshire.    Yea — ^none. 

Nay — Messrs.  Burke,  Eastman,  Bedding,  and  Shaw,    .    .    4 

Not  voting — Mr.  Athertbn, 1 

MAsaACHUSETrs.    Yea — Messrs.  Winthrop,  Parmenter,  Hudson, 

Baker,  Briggs,  Calhoun,  Borden,  Bumell,  and  Adams,  .    9 

Nay — None. 

Not  voting — ^Messrs.  Saltonstall  and  Cushing,     ....    2 

One  vacancy. 
RnoDB  Island.    Yea — ^Messrs.  Cranston  and  Tfflinghast,   ...    2 
CoN^EcncuT.    Messrs.  Trumbull,  Boardman,  Osborn,  and  Smith,     4 

Not  voting — Messrs.  Brockway  and  Williams,    ....    8 
Ybrmont.    Yea— Messrs.  Slade,  Everett,  and  Mattocks,    ...    3 

Not  voting — Messrs.  Hall  and  Young, 2 

New  York.  Yea — Me?5?r8.  J.  G.  Floyd,  McKeon,  Roosevelt, 
Ferris,  Davis,  Hunt,  Barnard,  Linn,  Blair,  Tomlinson, 
Chittenden,  J.  C.  Clark,  S.  N.  Clark,  Patridge,  Birdsey, 
Morgan,  Maynard,  Qranger,  Oliver,  Ckilds,  Gates,  Fill- 
more, and  Babcock,   . 28 
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Nttf— Mmrs.  0.  A.  Floyd,  Wood,  Waid,  Clinton,  YaH 
BnreD,  HcCMIab,    H^rk^  Brewster,    Gordon,  and 

Rigga, 10 

NotToting — Mesars.  Egbert,  Van  Bienflidear,  Sandford, 

Doig,  Bowne,  Oranger,  and  Yonng, f 

Pbkkbtlvahia.    Yea — ^Messrs.  James,  Ramsey,  Oooper,  BossoII, 

MeEennoD,  Henry,  and  J.  K  IngersoII, T 

Nay— 0. 1.  IngersoII,  Brown,  Fomanoe,  Westbrook,  New«- 
hard,  Keim,  Geny,  ICarchand,  Beeson,  Bidlack,  Irwin, 

Jack,  and  Plnxnmer, 18 

Not  Toting^— Jeremiah  Brown,  Edwards,  Simonton,  Ons- 

tine,  Irwin,  Snyder,  Beed,  and  Rnssel, 8 

Osxo.    Yea — Messrs.  Pendleton,  Goode,  Morrow,  Morris,  Rossel, 
Ridgeway,  Cowen,  MatMot,  Andrews,  Giddings,  and 

Stokeley,     .    . ' 11 

Nay — Messrs.  Dean,  Matbews,  Weller,  Medill,  Sw/eeney,     5 
Not  Toting — ^Messrs.  Hastings,  Doane,  and  Mason, ...    8 

Induka.    Yea — Messrs.  White  and  Cravens, 2 

Nay — ^Mr.  Thompson, 1 

Not  Yoting — ^Messrs.  Proffit,  Kennedy,  Wallace,  and  Lane,    4 
Illinois.    Yea — Messrs.  Casey,  Reynolds,  and  Stnart, ....    8 

Michigan.    Absent — Mr.  Howard, 1 

Buch  waa  the  respect  of  the  several  northern  members  for  the  rightF 
and  dignity  of  a  free  State.  The  whole  rote,  inchding  memben  from 
the  slave  States,  showed  73  yeas,  109  nays,  and  34  members  from  the 
free  States  not  voting. 

The  question  of  property  in  hnman  beings  was  again  brought  befoid 
the  Hoose  of  Representatives,  but  in  a  more  objectionable  form  than  it 
had  been  presented  in  1828. 

When  General  Jackson  invaded  West  Florida  m  1814,  the  followers 
of  his  camp  took  with  them,  on  leaving  the  territory,  more  than  a  hnn- 
dred  slaves ;  and  when  he  agun  invaded  it  ui  1818,  he  took  from  the 
inhabitants  provisions  to  a  considerable  amount. 

By  the  ninth  article  of  our  treaty  with  Spain  in  1820,  it  was  stipu- 
lated ^*  that  the  Spanish  inhabitants  shall  receive  compensation  for  any 
losses  they  may  have  sustained  by  reason  of  the  operations  of  the  laU 
Ameritan  army  withm  that  territory.'* 

]3^,        Under  this  treaty  all  claims  arising  from  the  operations  of  the 
American  army  ux  Florida,  during  the  year  1818,  were  r^^arded 
as  valid,  and  were  acynisted. 
But  those  who  had  lost  slaves  during  the  invasion  of  1814  now  daimed 
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indeimity.    Mr.  Otawford,  at  that  time  Secretary  of  tbe  TrttasnTj,  le- 
jected  them. 

They  were  ^dien  Bent  to  GongFeBB,  and  committed  in  the  House  of 
Sepresentativee  to  the  Committee  on  Foralgft  AfTairB,  of  which  Mr. 
Archer,  of  Yirginia,  was  chaim^n,  «jid  were  rqfected.  Bat  the  claim- 
ants, nothing  daimted,  again  had  tiiem  refenred,  at  the  next  Oongress^ 
to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Afli»r8»  at  that  time  under  the  Gfaabmaxi^ 
ship  of  Mr.  Everett,  of  Massachnsetts.  This  gentieman  had  voted  to 
recognize  property  in  hmnan  beings,  and  wae  an  advocate  of  that  dogma ; 
and  although  a  representative  from  Massachusetts,  he  r^rted  in  favor 
of  paying  for  these  slaves,  althoogh  they  had  been  so  often  r^ted. 
Bat  the  House  did  not  sanction  his  report. 

Mr.  Woodbary  coming  into  the  office  <tf  Secretary  of  the  Treaspry, 
and  having  always  subserved  l^e  interests  of  the  institittion,  the  cUum- 
«nts  now  applied  to  his  department  for  indemnity  ;  and  he,  not  doubting 
the  validity  of  the  danns,  paid  some  thoiffiasids  of  dollars  for  their  liqui- 
dation, when  he  learned  the  action  which  Mr.  Crawford  had  taken  in 
regard  to  them,  and  refused  fhrther  payments. 

The  claimants  applied  to  Congress  again,  and  had  their  cases  rrferred 
to  the  Committee  on  Claims,  while  the  authcnr  was  a  member  of  that  coo^ 
mittee.  The  practice  then  was  to  make  no  report  cm  claims  for  fliaveSy 
in  order  to  prevent  agitation. 

At  the  next  session,  they  were  referred  to  Hie  0<mmiHtee  on  Tenri- 
tories,  of  which  the  Hon.  James  Cooper,  of  Femu^lvada,  was  diainHy^ 
who  reported  a  bill  for  their  payment.* 

Mortified  that  the  Committee  on  Territories  should  have  thus  reported 
in  favor  of  snch  claims,  the  author  went  among  his  friends  in  tiie  House, 
informed  them  of  the  character  of  the  bill,  and  requested  them  to  «x« 
amine  the  case  and  aid  in  defeating  it  if  they  diould  find  it  of  thediano* 
ter  represented.  He  was  particularly  urgent  with  some  men  of  talents, 
trho  were  in  the  habit  of  speaking  in  the  House  of  Representatives  ;  but 
cotQd  find  no  one  willing  to  argue  against  the  UU  save  Mr.  AdamsL 
Messh.  Slade  and  Gates  would  willingly  have  complied  with  the  request^ 
but  Mr.  Slade  was  in  poor  health,  and  Mr.  Gates  was  unwilling  to  as- 
sume the  character  of  a  speaking  member,  as  he  had  never  practised 
addressing  the  House.  In  short,,  it  was  found  that  Mr.  Adams  and  the 
author  were  to  meet  the  slaveholding  influence  upon  a  question  which, 

*  Th«  anfehor  wm  9X  that  time  ^^h^i^-^f  of  the  Committee  on  Claims,  and  Informed  Mr.  Cooper 
that  theee  oaees  irere  mplcloue,  and  liad  been  taken  from  the  Comndttea  on  OlalBt  ftv  Cie  raaWM 
that  that  Committee  had  reftued  to  reoognlxe  them  ae  valid. 
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in  1828,  had  been  debated  with  more  determiiiation  than  had  been  maat- 
fested  on  any  other  qnestion. 

When  the  bill  came  up  for  debate,  the  writer  assailed  it  with  soch 
aigoments  as  he  could  conmumd.  The  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Territories,  Mr.  Cooper,  on  listening  to  his  argnments,  refiised  to  sostain 
the  bill  which  he  had  himself  reported  ;  but  a  number  of  slaTeholders 
Bpcke-  in  its  favor,  occnpjing  the  remainder  of  the  day,  and  the  debate 
was  postponed  for  two  weeks,      t 

Mr.  Adams  becimie  deeply  interested,  and  sending  to  the  Register  of 
the  Treasury,  obtained  a  list  of  some  ninety  negroes,  male  and  femaU, 
for  whose  bodies  the  people  of  the  free  States  were  now  called  on  to 
pay 

When  the  bill  came  again  before  the  House,  the  reteran  statesman 
qwke  with  great  earnestness  and  in  his  own  peculiar  manner.  True, 
neither  Mr.  Adams  nor  Mr.  Oiddings  could  advance  any  mew  arguments 
after  the  very  full  discussion  of  1828.  The  principal  distinction  between 
the  arguments  on  that  case  and  those  now  advanced  consisted  in  the 
fiict,  that  Messrs.  Adams  and  Qiddings  pressed  upon  the  consideration 
of  members  the  moral  character  of  skveiy,  and  the  circumstance  that 
this  daim  was,  to  a  certain  extent,  for  femala  stolen  by  the  army  and 
the  followers  of  the  camp.  But  Mr.  Adams  seemed  to  carry  the  mem- 
bers with  him,  as  he  progressed  with  the  argument,  and  never  did  the 
result  of  any  question  more  distinctly  appear  upon  the  countenances  of 
members  than^on  that  occasion. 

When  Mr.'Adams  dosed  there  was  a  general  call  for  the  previous 
question,  bat  the'del^ate  from  Florida  desired  to  reply.  He  was  lis- 
tened to  attentively,  but  made  no  impression  upon  the  House  ;  indeed, 
the  overwhdming  argument  of  Mr.  Adams  appeared  to  be  rendered  m(xe 
irresbtible  by  contrastiug  it  with  the  feebleness  of  this  reply.  The  vote 
was  then  taken  on  the  bill,  when  only  thirty-six  members  voted  in  sup- 
port (rf*  it 

This  was  the  second  instance  in  which  the  righi  of  property  in  Jhman 
beings  was  distinctly  debated  in  the  House  of  Representatives ;  and 
although  the  argument  was  mainly  confined  to  that  subject,  yet  the  con- 
struction of  the  treaty  constituted  a  l^itimate  question,  and  undoubtedly 
was  regarded  by  some  members  as  a  good  reason  for  voting  against  the 
bill.  Kor  is  it  to  be  denied  that  the  moral  circumstances  alluded  to  had 
weight  with  some  members.* 

•  Mr.  Plckeai,  of  Sooth  CtroHiiA,  came  menm  the  hall  ftfter  thh  vote  wu  taken,  end,  adili  iming 
Ui  ooOei«ne,  Mr.  CuipbeD,  who  n(  tMdde  the  MtlMr,  Mld-"Wlgr  «d  jroa-noC  Tote  tar  thfll 
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Another  inddent  occurred  near  the  close  of  the  Bession  lAich  fhrtfaer 
exhibited  the  wiUingness  of  northern  statesmen  to  inyolre  ^emselyes  and 
their  constituents  in  the  crime  and  disgrace  of  sostaining  the  slave  trade. 

In  a  preyious  chapter  the  attention  of  the  reader  was  called  in  general 
terms  to  the  slave  ships  "  Comet "  and*"  Encomiom,'^  which  were  wrecked 
near  the  British  West  India  islands,  and  the  slaves  became  free  by  being 
carried  nnder  the  jorisdiction  of  British  laws.  ^These  were  t)ie  first 
slaves  lost  in  that  manner  for 'which  indemnity  was  demanded.  The  daim 
was  pot  fdrth  nnder  the  admimstration  of  General  Jackson,  attended  by 
indications  that  payment  for  the  slaves  must  be  made  or  a  war  would 
result  from  the  refusal.  But  this  result  was  probably  more  strongly  im- 
plied from  the  character  of  President  Jackson  than  from  any  partienlar 
language  or  other  drcnmstance.  But  these  losses  occurred  while  shivery 
existed  on  all  the  British  West  India  islands,  and  while  that  government 
pradicaUy  admitted  the  right  of  property  in  men.  Under  these  drcnm- 
stances  the  British  Ministry  consented  to  pay  some  $75,000  for  the 
benefit  of  slavedealers,  whose  crimes  had  been  in  some  d^ree  defeiated 
by  "  the  act  of  Ood"  and  the  operation  of  British  laws. 

In  obtaining  this  money  the  President  did  not  consult  Congress. 
Nor  did  he  ask  of  Congress  to  point  out  the  mode  for  its  distribution. 
He  paid  out  all  but  four  thousand  dollars,  for  which  no  daimants 
appeared.  This  sum  remained  in  President  Yan  Buren's  hands,  and 
when  he  was  about  to  retire  firom  office,  he  paid  it  over  to  the  Treasurer 
of  the  United  States,  who,  without  any  authority,  ^ve  an  official 
receipt  for  it. 

After  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Yan  Buren  the  claimants  called  for  the 
fnnds. 

The  Treasurer,  although  he  had  recdved  the  money  without  any 
authority,  now  refused  to  pay  it  out,  unless  Congress  would  pass  a  law 
authorizing  him  to  do  so. 

Up  to  this  point,  the  whole  proceedmg  had  been  carried  on  by  the 
Executive.  He  had  placed  our  Government  in  the  attitude  of  patron- 
izing this  "  traffic  in  slaves  f  and  lent  our  national  influence  to  the  com- 
mission of  crimes  revoltmg  to  Christianity :  But  now  the  slikvedealers 
applied  to  Congress  to  sustain  them  in  obtaining  the  profits  of  their 
piratical  vocation. 

.  Their  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means, 
oompoeed  of  Messrs.  Fillmore,  of  New  York  ;  Botts,  of  Virginia  ;  Mason, 

bill ' '  Mr.  CampbeU  replied,  **Whj  did  you  not  rote  for  itr*  Flekcof  «aid,  "Bmmm  I  wu 
•idu.med  to  do  eo."  "Sudi  wumj  ease/*  laid  Mr.  OcmpbelL  Tet,  wbUt  tbcM  Adrocatea  of 
ilftTery  voted  •{•'ort  the  bill,  menben  from  New  Hempeblre  Mieteined  11^ 
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•f  Ohio;  Wallace,  of  IncBana  ;  Marshall,  of  Kentoeky ;  I.  R.  Ii^serft>II, 
of  PeniByiTaiiia;  Jones,  of  Virgmia ;  Atherton,  of  New  Hampshire  ; 
and  Pickens,  of  Soath  Carolina;  and,  to  to  as  we  am  informed,  tiieje 
were  xguHamoadj  in  fiivor  of  taJdng^  l^s  dayetradmg^  tcanaaction  into 
the  hands  of  Congress,  and  carrying  out  the  system  oommenced  by  Qtaor 
cral  Jacksoni 

^    Themi^rity  (^  the  coioBiittee  were  Whigs,  and  wonld  haTe  probably 
looked  npon  any  ol^r  traasaotion  of  tiiat  ftmctionary  with  soqddon. 
Bnt  tins  had  relation  to  the  slaye  trade,  and  few  members  w&e  wiliing  . 
to  oppose  tiie  proportion. 

lie  bill  was  reported  by  Mr.  mtmore,  and  merdy  anthorized  the 
Treasorer  to  pay  over  the  money  to  the  owners  of  the  daves  in  propor- 
tion to  the  nomber  whidi  each  had  lost. 

Having  informed  himself  of  the  character  of  this  bill,  the  writer 
went  to  Mr.  Stanley,  of  North  Carolina,  who  had  the  matter  in  charge^ 
and  m  a  ftiendly  manner  stated  that  the  money  was  in  the  hands  of  the 
Treaeorer  without  any  legal  antlumty  ;  and  could  be  paid  ont  withoot 
incurring  any  re^Kinsibility;  bnt  as  he,  Stanley,  was  aiudoua  that  hia 
constituents  should  get  the  money,  the  writer  would  consent  that  the  bin 
should  authorise  the  Treasurer  to  replace  it  in  the  bands  of  the  Ezecu- 
tive,  who  would  doubtless  pay  it  over  as  the  claimants  desired.  That  tliis 
would  not  inrolTe  Congress  in  the  odium  of  the  transaction,  in  which  the 
writer  desired  not  to  be  iuTolted,  even  by  silently  permittiD^  the  pres^ 
bill  to  pan  withoat  opposition. 

Mr.  Stanley  declared  the  proposition  honorable,  and  requested  the 
author  to  draw  up  such  a  Inll  as  he  would  consent  to  have  passed.  He 
did  so  ;  Stanley  carefully  examined  it,  declared  himself  satisfied,  and  said 
when  the  Wl  came  up  he  would  accept  it  as  a  substitute  for  the  original 
bilL 

This  was  done  to  the  apparent  satisfaction  of  all  concerned,  and  the 
bUl,  thus  amended,  passed  the  House  of  BepresentatiTes. 

When  it  was  takoi  up  hi  the  Senate,  the  origmal  bill,  as  reported  by 
the  committee,  was  substituted  for  the  bUl  which  passed  the  House, 
and  it  came  back  in  the  precise  form  reported  by  the  committee.  Aston> 
ished  at  this  apparent  violation  of  honor  and  good  faith,  Mr;  Gid^ngs 
at  once  went  to  Mr.  Stanley  for  explanation,  but  obtamed  none  what> 
ever.  Under  the  circumstances,  the  author  desired  to  ezi^ess  his  oppo- 
sition to  the  bill  when  it  should  come  up  for  consideration,  so  that  no 
man  would  thereafter  charge  him  with  having  silently  consented  to  its 
passage.    To  this  Mr.  Stanley  appeared  to  yield  consent. 

When  the  bill  came  before  the  Houscy  Mr.  Stanley,  hayinf^  chaise  el 
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it,  was  awarded  tlie  floor,  and  domaaded  the  prerioiur  qoeBtton.  Mr. 
Qiddiags  publicly  requested  him  to  withdraw  the  demanl  He  refosed. 
Mr.  Qiddings  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  on  the  passage  of  the  bill, 
but  Stanley  exerted  a  commanding  inflnence  witii  tiie  whig  party,  and 
the  bill,  from  its  character,  drew  to  it3  support  the  daveholders  and  . 
democratic  members,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  were  refused.  The  qaee- 
tion  of  ooncnrring  in  the  Senators  ameiidment  wa8  put  and  cairied. 

DiscoYering  tiie  artiice  naed  to  preTent  him  fipom  esqpoeing  the  ehar> 
aeter  of  the  bill,  Mr.  Giddingo  felt  perhaps  too  kidignant,  and  being 
unwilling  to  be  oyerreached  in  that  way,  at  onee  moved  a  reconsidera- 
tion of  the  Yote,  and  thus  coming  into  legitimate  possession  of  the  floor, 
Hlated  the  deception  to  which  he  had  been  subjected.  The  bill,  be  said, 
was  intended  to  compaisate  ewtaia  skyededing  constituents  of  Mr. 
Stanley  for  losses  sustained  in  their  Tocation.  &e  thanked  Qod  that 
be  held  his  seat  in  that  hall  by  no  such  YOtes,  and  was  under  no  obl^^ 
timis  to  piratical  sLavedealers ;  protested  agunst  the  whig  party 
tfiking  iq)on  itself  the  odium  of  votiiig  to  suBtain  a  eommecce  in  human 
fliesh.*  He  next  exposed  the  character  of  the  bill;  showed  that  it  was 
intended  to  sanction  the  act  of  Qenmal  Jackson  uid  lending  the  in** 
fluence  of  the  nation  to  support  a  commeree  in  the  bodies  of  men  and 
women  bom  and  reared  on  Ammoan  sd).  That  in  doing  this,  General 
Jackson  and  hiEi  sdccessor  had  acted  without  consulting  Coi^^ress. 
That  the  Psresid^at  of  this  Republie  had  condescended  to  beoome  the 
agent  and  soMtor  of  piratical  slaTcdealers ;  had  di4gmced  the  nation 
and  OoTemment  by  representing  that  it  ''fostered  a  traffic  in  the 
bodies  and  souls  of  Methodists,  I^rasbytenans,  Baptists,  and  other 
profcssmg  Christians:  That  he  obtained  a  laige  sum  of  money 
ftom  Eaifland  by  faiM/y  representing  to  the  British  Ministry  that  thin 
Oovemment,  of  which  Congress  OQUstituted  the  legislatiYe  braneh, 
regarded  slates  as  property,  and  paid  far  ihem  a9  tacA  tMs»  lost  in  thet 
ptMe  service  in  time  of  wurJ'  He  declared  that  the  assertion  was  not 
miy  wnirue,  but  asserted  that  the  m»rM  waa  literally  true.  Our 
records  (said  he)  show  that  In  the  only  instancea  where  this  que8ti<Mi 
has  been  raised  or  debated  in  the  House  ot  BepresentatiTes,  the  doe- 
trine  asserted  by  our  minister  at  London  (Mr.  Steyenson),  has  been 
fi^^ndiakd.    He  made  this  charge  of  tmmitigated  ftdseiood  upon  thiU 

*  Mr.  BUnley  exerted  great  Inflaeoee  wilk  the  wMg  pailgr,  •(  vUeh  Mr.  GMdlngi  wm  ttiea  • 
member.  Bat  in  all  his  bearing  and  eondnct  Mr.  Stanley  exhibited  an  Imperioa  contempt  for 
the  Mpporten  of  HberCj.  Be  waa  QBdonMedlj  il«eer«  In  Ui  opinlona,  bat  on  thli  oeeailm  manl- 
Iteted  them  In  an  offensWe  numner.  Mr.  Giddlnp  felt  aft  peffect  Ubertj  to  vtter  hie  deteatatlon 
of  Blaredeattng  and  of  ilaredealera.  The  resolt  waa  that  theae  gentlemen  nerer  exobanged  the 
Ofdinaiy  dvlUtlee  of  eodal  life  afterwardi. 
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mmstar  becaase  he  saw  aronnd  him  able  statesmen  representing  the  Old 
Dominion,  of  which  our  minister  was  a  citizen,  and  knew  that  if  this 
Honse  had  in  any  instances  decided  that  slaves  were  projpertj,  or  had 
paid  for  them  aa  snch,  these  representatiyes  would  find  the  record  and 
convict  him  of  misrepresentation.  He  challenged  them  to  the  contest, 
pronounced  the  doctrine  "  heathenish,^  and  its  assertion  a  libd  upon  Con- 
gress  and  upon  the  peopk,  of  the  nation.  He  would  not  be  made  a  partj  to 
the  falsehood  nor  to  the  doctrine  ;  nor  would  he  pennit  His  constituents 
to  be  inyolyed  in  such  infidelity  to  the  precepts  and  doctrines  of  the 
founders  of  our  Ooyemment ;  such  infidelity  to  the  principles  of 
justice. 

He  asserted  that  he  felt  humbled,  deeply  humiliated,  at  looking 
aronnd  him  and  seeing  two  hundred  and  thirty  American  statesmen 
sitting  in  that  hall  grayely  legislating  in  behalf  of  piratical  slaye- 
dealers,  whose  crimes  had  rendered  them  moral  outlaws^  unfit  for  human 
association,  fit  only  for  the  gallows  and  the  halter.  Yet  because  the 
Ezecutiye  and  Senate  had  engaged  in  the  support  of  this  inhuman  traffic, 
and  had  done  all  they  could  to  (»)nunit  the  Ooyemment  and  nation  to 
it«  support,  and  had  failed  to  effect  that  object,  members  of  the  House 
were  asked  to  approve  these  efforts'  by  the  passage  of  the  bill.  He 
would  not  be  made  the  supple  instrument  of  the  President  nor  of  deagn- 
ing  slayeholders,  though  clothed  with  senatorial  digmty. 

He  stated  that  he  was  fully  aware  that  a  large  majority  of  the  Honso 
of  Representatiyes  were  in  fayor  of  sustaining  the  doctrine  of  the 
Executiye  and  of  the  Senate :  that  they  had  by  an  unauthorized  and 
despotic  assumption  of  power  passed  a  yote  of  censure  upon  him  for 
the  expression  of  his  opinions  on  the  subject  of  the  slave  trade,  and 
proceeded  at  length  to  vindicate  the  doctrine  that  Congress  had  no  con> 
stitutional  power  nor  just  right  to  involve  the  people  of  the  free  States 
tA  a  war  for  the  support  of  the  slave  trade.* 

No  member  attempt^  to  meet  the  doctrines  put  forth.  Stanley 
was  silent.  Mr.  Fillmore,  wlio  reported  the  bill,  made  no  attempt  to 
vindicate  the  principles  involved.  Mr.  Cushipg,  of  Maasachusetts,  replied, 
endeavoring  to  show  that  the  money  being  in  the  treasury  made  Con- 

*  These  remarks  were  not  reported  in  the  "  CongreHlonal  Globe,**  nor  in  any  other  paper.  In 
the  report  of  the  proceedings,  as  they  appeared  the  next  morning,  It  was  stated  that  Mr.  Otddfaigs 
oocnpied  an  how  on  the  subject,  but  no  allnslon  was  made  eren  to  the  snbstance  of  his  remarks 
He,  howerer,  wrote  them  ont,  and^obtained  theb:  poblication  in  the  Appendix  to  the  "  Oongreailonal 
Globe." 

It  Is  a  matter  of  curiosity -that  Colonel  Benton,  while  professing  to  giro  an  aocorate  abridgment 
of  all  debates  and  proceedings  in  Congress,  does  not  refer  to  this  speech  which  appears  in  the 
Appendix  of  ttxe  "  Qlobe  ;'*  nor  to  Mr.  Cushing*s  reply,  nor  to  any  trantaotlon  connected  with  tha 
bUl  refemd  to. 
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grees  trostoes  for  its  distribation,  and  that  body  was  bonnd  to  distribute 
it^  without  lookiiig  back  to  the  dremnstaiices  which  brought  it  to  the 
treasury.* 

After  Mr.  Cashing  concluded,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  on  the 
motion  to  lay  the  proposition  to  reconsider  on  the  table,  and  it  prevailed 
by  a  Tote  of  140  to  88. 
The  vote  of  the  slave  States  was  nnanimonsly  in'tiia  affirmative. 
That  of  the  firee  States  was  divided  as  follows  : 
MmnL    Yea — Messrs.  Allen,  Clifford,  Idttlefield,  Lowell,  aad 

MarshaU, 6 

Nay — ^Messrs.  Bronson,  Fessenden,  and  Randall,     ...    8 
Nbw  Hampshibb.    Yea — ^Messrs.  Atherton,  Borke,  and  Eastman,    8 

Not  voting — Messrs.  Bedding  and  Shaw,       2 

Massachusetts.    Yea — ^Messrs.  Cashing,  and  Pannenter,       .    •    2 
Nay — Messrs.  Winthrop,  Hadson,,  Baker,  Briggs,  Oal- 

hoan,  Bamell,  and  Adams, t 

Absent — ^Messrs.  Saltonstall,  Hastings,  and  Borden,    .    .    8 
Bhodb  Island.    Yea — Mr.  Cranston,     .....    ^    ...    1 

Absent— Mr.  Tillinghast, 1 

CoHNEcncuT.    Yea — ^Messrs.  Osbom,  and  Boardman,    ....    2 
Nay — ^Messrs.  Smith,  Williams,  and  Brockway,  .    .    .    •    8 

Absent— Mr.  Tromball, 1 

Tbbmont.    Yea — none. 

Nay— Messrs.  Hall,  Slade,  Yoong,  and  Mattocks,  ...    4 

Absent— Mr.  Everett^    .    .    .  • 1 

Nsw  YoBK.    Yea— Messrs.  Charies  A.  Floyd,  John  G.  Floyd, 
McEeon,  Wood,  Ferris,  Davis^    Clinton,    McCleUao, 
Herrick,  Hnnt,  Barnard,  Blair,  Tomlinson,  Sandford, 
Doig,  Brewster,  Bowne,  Qordon,  J.  C.  Clark,  Biggs^ 
Patridge,  Foster,  FQhnore,  Oliver,  Childs,  and  Yoong,  28 ' 
Nay — ^Messrs.  Linn,  Staley  N.  Clark,  Morgan,  Granger, 
Birdsey,  Chittenden,  Yan  Bensalear,     .......    T 

Absent— Messrs.   Babcock,   Egbert,   Roosevelt,  Ward, 

Gates,  and  Yan  Bnren, 6 

Nbw  Jbbsby.    Yea— Mr.  Aycrig,     .    .    .    • 1 

Nay— Mr.  Halstead, 1 

Absent — ^Messrs.  Bondolph,  Stratton,  Maxwell,  and  York,    4 


•  Altar  Hr.  Omhlng^  reilam  lioaw  b«  pobUdied  a  latter,  ehargtag  the  taXbar  with  i 
talloA  In  njing  that  memben  who  sapportad  thif  hill  ■nrtalnad  the  alaTe'trttfa.    The  aothoi 
repfled,  ihowing  rery  definitely  the  lofltanoes  in  wUeh  Mr.  OtuUng  had  am'  'ilned  thai  traO*.    Mr. 
r  wii  dafaaled  aft  tha  ncK  alaotioB,  and  no  flBwe  appaarad  In  OoqgreMi 
14 
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PMNJrgTLTuriA.  Tett — ^Meaears.  Gharies  Brown,  Jeremiah  BroWBt 
0.  L  iBgersoi],  Tobnd,  Foraaiice,  Westbrook,  Newhaid, 
Keim,  Oeny,  Gostine,  Bidkck,  Snyder,  Marchaiid,  Be^ 

0011,  Plmnmer,  W.  W.  Irwin, 16 

Kay^-Meoni.  Henry,  McKennon,  Bamsey, S 

Not  Yoting — ^Messrs.  Sergeant,  James,  Simonton,  Cooper, 

Dimmoek,  lAwrenee,  Jack,  and  James  Irwin,     •    •    .    8 
OneTacancy. 
Omo.    Yea^MesBTS.  PemUeton,  Weller,  Mason,  Doane,  Morris, 

Medill,  Mathews,  Mathiot,  Sweeney,  Hastings,  Dean,    .  11 
Nay— Messrs.  Andrews,  Cowen,    Giddings,    Bidgeway, 

Bassei,  and  Stokeley, 6 

Not  voting— Messrs.  Goode,  and  Morrow, 2 

Ikmaha.    Yea^Messn.  Profit,  and  Thpnpson, 9 

Nay— Mr.  CraYens,       1 

Not  Yoting— Messrs.  Lane,  Kennedy,  Wallace,  and  White,  4 

MiOHiOAK.    Absent — ^Mr.  Howard, 1 

Illinois.    Yea— Messrs.  Casey,  Stuart,  and  Reynolds,  ....    3 

When  the  vote  had  been  announced  by  the  Speaker,  Mr.  Giddings 
rose  to  a  qnestion  of  privilege,  and  stated  an  oceorrence  which  bad  taken 
plaoe  daring  the  proceedings. 

He  said  :  While  speaking  he  had  noticed  several  persons  standmg  m 
front  of  the  Clerk's  desk,  one  of  whom  was  Mr.  Dawson,  of  LooisiaiMk 
That  the  momsat  he  closed  his  remariu  he  was  violently  pvshed  by 
what  appeared  to  be  the  elbow  of  a  man  pressing  against  his  side  ;  and 
at  the  same  instant  Mr.  Dawson  passed  him  on  his  way  from  the 
outside  towards  the  Clerk's  deek.  He  approached  from  behind,  and 
was  neither  heard  nor  seen  until  tins  manifestation  of  his  di^leasore. 
Recognizing  hun  as  he  passed,  he  Bpott  in  an  undertone,  but  so 
loud  as  to  be  heard,  saying  ^* Dawson!^  when  that  member  turned 
around  and  sdzed  the  handle  of  a  bo^^knife  which  partially  pro- 
truded from  his  bosom,  and  immediately  advanced  towards  the  writer 
until  within  strikii^  distance  of  his  person.  Looking  hun  in  tike  eye 
he  said,  "Did  fou  puh  me  in  that  rude  mamnerV  He  answered, 
**  I^.'f  "  For  the  purpose  of  insulting  me  7"  **  Ye$/^  said  Dawson,  aa 
he  partially  removed  the  knife  from  tiie  scabbard.  Mr.  Giddings  rejoined, 
"  No  gentleman  will  wantonly  insult  another*  I  have  no  more  to  say  to 
you,  but  turn  you  over  to  public  contempt  as  incapable  of  insulting  an 
honorable  mm^ 

By  this  limd  Mr.  More>  of  Louisiana^  and  other  members  sdzed 
Dawson  and  took  ban  from  the  halL    the  writer  stated  to  the  Honse 
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that  he  felt  it  due  to  the  members  of  the  body  to  lay  these  facts  before 
thenu  That  he  should  leave  the  matter  at  that  point ;  wishing  it 
distinetly  nnderetood,  that  he  adced  no  i^otection  from  tiie  House,  but 
left  that  body  to  protect  its  own  dignity. 

Mr.  A.  H.  H.  Stuart,  from  Yfrginia,  stated  that  he  had  noticed  the 
ajq^earanos  of  Dawson  while  standing  in  front  of  the  Clerk's  desk 
apparently  engaged  m  conrersation  with  other  members.  That  he  kept 
his  eye  npon  him  as  he  left  that  place  walking  down  the  front  aisle,  when 
he  lost  sight  of  him  until  he  came  roond  and  entered  the  small  akle  in 
which  Mr.  Oiddings  was  standbg.  That  from  the  appearance  of 
Dawscm's  countenance  he  apprehended  an  intention  of  Violenee. 

Mr.  Wise  and  some  other  gentiemen  expressed  the  opinion  that  Mr. 
Dawson  intended  no  insolt. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  of  Massachusetts,  insisted  on  reading  the  manual  relat- 
ing to  the  priTileges  of  members  :  and  Mr.  Adams  inquired  whether 
Dawson  threatened  to  cut  t&r,  Qiddings'  throat  from  ear  to  ear  as  he 
had  that  of  the  gentieman  from  Tennessee  ?  alluding  to  an  incident  that 
occulted  a  few  days  previously  when  Mr.  Arnold,  of  Tennessee,  said 
something  unpleasant  to  Mr.  Dawson,  who  went  to  him,  and  in  a  low 
tone  of  voice  assured  Mr.  Arnold  that  if  he  did  not  keep  quiet  he  would 
''  cut  his  throat  from  ear  to  ear."  The  matter  of  privilege  was  dropped 
at  this  point.  Dawson  had  doubtless  acted  with  the  apjM'obation  of 
several  members,  who  probably  intended  to  try  the  experiment  of 
threatening  personal  violence  to  deter  members  from  the  expression 
of  thdr  views :  *  but  the  public  did  not  so  regard  it.  Most  men 
believed  that  Dawson  intended  to  have  drawn  from  the  writer  a  blow 
which  would  have  served  as  an  excuse  for  assassination.  The  whole 
flcene  served  to  arouse  in  the  public  mind  a  feeling  of  diqput  at  the 
barbarous  halnts  of  our  slaVeholding  population. 

Resistance  to  the  despotism  of  i^avery  was  of  fSrequent  oceurrenoe 
during  the  twenty-seventh  Congress.    « 

«  HMi.DftTM  Lm  Ohnd,«f  MMMClMseili,!!!  a  pnblMiad  letter  viftleD  <m  th«  bmm  daj  M 
vUch  thli  leMM  ooemred,  Mya : 

**  I  was  lUttng  in  the  gallery.  I  eaw  Dawson  In  ttie  centre  Off  the  hall  amidst  a  group  of 
Mothem  members,  all  of  whom  were  lookfaig  extremelj  wrathAd,  and  one  of  theip,  as  I  am 
Informed  by  a  memher,  said,  wtth  an  oath,  *  I  woold  like  to  eat  off  Qiddlofi'  eaia.*  In  thli 
excited  groap  Dawson  was  oonspleaons.  Being  Intent  on  hearing,  I  did  not  follow  him  with  the  eye  ; 
l>at  It  is  stated  by  reporters  and  members  that,  when  he  entered  the  small  aisle  leading  from  the 
tfroolar  pMsage  to  the  eentre  of  the  hall,  he  appeared  intent  npon  soBMdespetateaetlon.  Coming 
from  the  rear,  Mr.  Oiddlngs  conld  not  of  ooorse  see  hfan ;  and  m  he  passed  that  gentleman  he 
gare  him  a  violent  pnsh,  with  his  left  elbow,  while  his  right  hand  was  fiutened  open  the  haft  of 
lib  bowie^nlfe ;  bni  he  loon  tnmed  round  and  slawly  adyaaoed  towards  Mr.  OlMfaigs,  Btm  hoM^ 
Mihowie-kaite.**     . 
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Encouraged  by  the  exposonB  made  in  Congress,  the  peqde  of  Massa- 
chusetts now  sent  a  petition  asking  that  body  to  passsoch  laws  as  wonld 
forever  separate  the  people  of  the  free  States  from  the  expense,  and 
crime,  and  disgrace  of  sopportnig  slarery,  or  the  staye  trade  ? 

The  potion  was  said  to  be  signed  by  hoefUy  tiomand  dttzmu  of  thai 
Stakj  and  was  forwarded  to  Mr.  Adams  for  presentetion.  And  on  those 
days  allotted  to  the  presentation  <^  petitions  by  the  rales  of  the  Hoofie, 
it  was  bA>nght  and  placed  upon  the  desk  of  the  veteran  statesman,  who 
patiently  awaited  an  opportunity  for  presenting  it.  The  petition  did  not 
Qome  under  the  twenty-first  role,  and  slaveholders  and  Democrats  ap^ 
peared  greatly  annoyed  at  sedng  it ;  and  daring  the  entire  session  they 
postponed  by  vote  on  each  alternate  Monday  the  presraitation  of  petitiOBs, 
in  order  as  they  said  to  prevent  Mr.  Adams  from  presenting  the 
''  numskr  pdUion," 

As  the  session  drew  to  a  close,  Mr.  Winthrop,  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  repoTted  a  series  of  resolutions  declaring  that  the  seimre  of 
free  colored  citizens  in  any  part  of  the  United  States  by  the  local 
anthorities,  is  a  violation  of  the  rights  of  citizenship  guaranteed  by  the 
Constitntion. 

"  That  the  seixore  of  colored  persons  on  board  the  ships  of  other 
nations,  is  a  violation  of  onr  treaty  obligations." 

Mr.  Winthrop  asked  the  adoption  of  these  resolutions.  But  Mr. 
Johnson,  of  Tennessee^  moved.to  lay  them  on  the  table,  and  the  motk>n 
prevailed  by  a  vote  of  86  to  59. 

In  view  of  the  approaching  presidential  election  the  friends  of  Mr. 
Calhoun  established  a  paper  at  Washington  City,  with  the  admitted 
intention  of  bringing  him  before  the  nation  as  a  candidate  for  the 
Presidency.  It  was  called  "  The  Spectator,"  and  one  of  its  avowed 
doctrines  was,  that  the  Federal  Government  was  bound  to  support 
the  institntion  of  slavery  in  ike  StaSes,  and  to  extend  it. 

This  bold  avowal  was  novel  to  the  people  of  the  North.  Up  to  a 
recent  period  the  publicly  avowed  doctrine  had  been  tiiat  Congress  had 
no  riglU  to  interfere  mth  slavery  in  the  States,  To  this  doctrine  the 
writer  had  at  all  times  yielded  approval :  while  Mr.  Adams  only  objected 
to  it,  that  in  time  oftoar,  or  inswrredion^  the  Federal  Government  might 
interpose  to  abolish  slavery  if  deemed  necessary  to  peace. 

The  intention  of  the  leaders  of  the  democratic  party  to  render  the  froe 
States  subsidiary  to  the  institution,  was  now  becoming  rapidly  developed 
to  the  public  view.  They  had  been  defeated  at  the  last  presidential 
election,  principally  because  of  the  extravagant  and  wasteful  expenditure 
of  the  pablic  moneys.    But  the  southern  doctrine  that  governments  were 
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not  bound  by  the  IfciwB  of  justice  and  moralitj,  had  so  far  oorrapted  the 
Btateemen  and  politicians  of  the  conntrj,  that  the  Whigs  as  well  as 
Pemocrats  carefdlly  avoided  the  ennndation  of  any  primal  doctrine  o^ 
elementary  truth  as  the  basis  of  their  organization,  and  were  now  greatly 
divided,  while  the  union  of  southern  slavery  with  northern  democracy 
iqi^ieared  to  have  been  folly  consummated. 

The  first  great  movement  of  this  now  consolidated  and  powerful 
organization,  was  directed  to  the  annexation  of  Texas  :  but  no  public 
avowal  had  as  yet  been  made^  and  the  great  body  of  the  northern  people 
were  ignorant  of  that  conspiracy  to  break  up  the  Union  to  which 
the  American  people  were  so  much  attached ;  and  bring  into  the 
political  partnership  a  new  shiveholding  ^tate  of  vastly  extended 
territory,  to  wield  an  influence  and  power  over  the  interests  and  honor 
of  our  northern  people,  not  merely  equal  in  proportion  to  their  numbers, 
bat  for  superior,  as  they  would  under  the  Constitution  be  clothed  with 
political  influence  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  slave?  they  might 
hold  in  bondage,  countiitg  five  slaves  equal  to  three  of  our  northern 
freemen. 

Mr.  Adams  possessed  the  means  of  obtaining  perfect  knowledge  of 
whatever  transpired  in  their  most  secret  councils.  He  assured  his  friends 
that  the  effort  to  annex  Texas  was  now  to  be  made  in  good  earnest ; 
and  as  it  was  intended  to  strengthen,  to  extend  and  perpetuate  the  insti- 
tution of  slavery,  precisely  to  that  extent  would  it  diminish  and  strike 
down  the  liberties  of  the  North. 

Having  obtained  satisfactory  evidence  of  their  intention,  twenty  mem- 
bers of  Congress  united  in  an  address  to  the  people  of  the  free  States, 
assuring  them  that  the  annexation  of  Texas  was  agreed  upon  by  the 
fltotesmen  and  pditicians  of  the  slave  States ;  that  the  object  and  inten- 
tion was  to  extend,  increase  and  perpetuate  the  institution  of  slavery  ; 
that  it  must  involve  us  in  a  war  with  Mexico,  for  the  support  of  an 
institution  which  all  lovers  of  liberty  detested  ;  that  no  act  could  be  more 
dangerous  than  for  a  government  to  enter  upon  the  conquest  of  territory 
to  enlarge  its  power  ;  that  a  dissolution  of  the  Union  would  not  only 
nsuU  from  this  policy,  but  the  act  itself  would  be  an  abandonment  of 
the  Union  which  we  then  CDJoyed,  and  the  formation  of  a  new  one  with 
foreign  slaveholders.  The  address  declared  that  no  act  of  the  Executive 
or  of  Congress,  or  of  all  the  departments  of  Oovemment,  coukl  impose 
iq>on  the  people  of  the  free  States  any  constitutional  obligation  to  sub- 
mit to  sudi  a  transfer,  or  to  become  subservient  in  any  degree  to  the 
foreign  slaveholders  of  Texas.  This  address  was  penned  by  Hon.  Seth  M. 
Gates,  and  was  signed  by  John  Quincy  Adams,  Seth  M.  G-ates,  William 
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Slade,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Joshua  B.  Giddings,  Sherlock  J.  Andrewi^ 
Nathaniel  B.  Borden,  Thomas  C.  Chittenden,  John  Mattocks,  Ghiisto- 
pher  Morgan,  Jacob  M.  Howard,  Yictorj  Birdsey,  Thomas  Tomlinson, 
Stalej  N.  Clark,  Charles  Hudson,  Archibald  L.  Linn,  Thomas  W. 
Williams,  Truman  Smith,  David  Bronson,  Qeorge  N.  Briggs. 

It  was  published  at  the  close  of  Congress  in  the  **  National  Intet 
Hgencer,"  and  was  generallj  copied  into  the  whig  papers  of  the  North. 

During  the  session  the  writer  had  receiyed  resolutions  of  thanks,  Totes 
of  approval,  and  congratulatory  addresses  firom  public  meetmgs  and 
various  societies  in  nearly  every  free  State  of  the  Union,  for  the  doc- 
trines which  he  had  avowed  in  Congress,  for  the  stead&stness  and  firm- 
Aess  with  which  he  had  maintained  them.  Mr.  Adams  had  probably 
received  a  much  greater  number.  These  taken  in  the  aggregate 
showed  that  at  least  individuals  and  societies  and  public  meetings 
in  the  free  States  were  engaged  in  arousing  the  peojde  to  thought  and 
action: 

Lecturers  were  also  travelling  and  speaking  in  all  the  free  States ; 
"The  iSmancipator,"  *'The  Liberator,"  and  "The  Philanthropist," 
were  at  that  time  anti-slavery  papers,  ably  conducted,  and  earnest  ini  the 
advocacy  of  the  doctrines  of  freedom. 

ipn^^j  The  President  had  been  tdected  by  the  whig  party,  without 
any  avowal  of  doctrines  in  r^ard  to  slavery.  He  was  a  slave* 
holder,  and  by  force  of  education,  interest  and  inclinatbn  now  united 
his  fortunes  with  the  democratic  party,  for  the  purpose  of  annex- 
ing Texas  to  the  Union.  And  as  had  been  foretold,  the  work  of  coDr 
snmmating  that  outrage  was  commenced  on  the  8th  May,  by  the  dispatdi 
of  Mr.  Upshur,  our  Secretary  of  State,  to  our  "  Charge  de  Afiairs"  m 
Texas.  The  fact  that  Brougham  had  declared  in  the  House  of  Lords 
that  "  the  (ibolUiau  of  slavery  in  Texas  wedd  ewt  off  the  market  for 
slaves  now  sent  from  tkt  slave-breeding  States  of  the  "Onion  to  Texas,  emd 
tAereby  tend  to  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  States,^  was  cited  by  the 
Secretary  as  an  incident  of  an  "  alarming  character ;"  and  he  declared 
that  a  letter  had  been  received  from  a  distinguished  citizm  of  Maryland 
(Gen.  Duff  Qreen),  saying  that  "slavery  would  be  abolished  in  Tezaa 
within  the  next  ten  years,  and  probably  within  half  that  time,  unless  it 
were  annexed  to  the  United  States.''  Under  these  circumstances,  our 
Charge  de  Affairs,  Mr.  Murphy,  was  directed  to  consult  the  authorities 
of  Texas  as  to  their  disposition  in  regard  to  annexation. 

Mr.  Upshur  nor  the  President  appeared  to  entertain  any  doubt  as  to 
the  duty  of  our  Federal  Government  to  support  the  coastwise  slave 
trade  and  slavery  in  the  States. 
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It  should  also  be  borne  in  mind  that  neither  the  statesmen,  nor  the 
politicians,  nor  the  people, 'at  that  time  appeared  to  be  consdons  that 
we  had  pledged  ourselves  in  the  treaty  of  Ghent  to  exert  onr  inflnence 
for  the  entire  abolition  of  "  the  traffic  in  slaves.^  Bat  when  this  solemn 
Goyenant  was  referred  to  in  the  Honse  of  Bepresentatiyes,  slayeholders 
said  it  only  had  reference  to  the  African  slaye  trade.  Bat  that  constmo- 
tion  was  denied  by  Mr.  Adams,  who  was  one  of  the  signers  of  the  treaty. 
Heiusared  the  Honse  and  the  conntry  that  the  treaty  meant  jnst  what 
the  language  imported — "  the  traffic  in  slaves  ;"  that  it  was  intended  to 
abolish  the  crime^  makiqg  no  distinction  as  to  the  place  of  committing  it. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

MB.  ADAMS?   YISWS  OF  THX  OOYERNMENT — DIFSAT  OF  TBI  TBXATT  AlOa^ 
IKO  TEXAS — CHIEACTIB  OF  CONGBBSSIOKAL  DEBATI8. 

j^^.         At  the  afisembling  of  the  twentj-^ighth  Congress  the  sop- 
porters  of  slflyery  continned  to  exhibit  great  hostility  towards 
those  who  were  endeayoring  to  establish  a  line  of  demarkation  between 
the  Federal  GoTemment  and  that  institntion. 

Messrs.  Slade  and  Gates  had  been  unfaltering  in  their  derotioa  to 
Jnstioe  and  liberty.  Bj  their  high  moral  bearing  and  assidiiity  they 
had  commanded  the  respect  of  all  who  admired  freedom ;  but  they 
had  retired  firom  Congress,  their  seats  were  filled  by  new  and  iiii> 
tried  meihbers,  and  Mr.  Adams  and  the  humble  individnal  now  engaged 
in  writing  these  memoirs  were  left  to  contend  against  a  degree  of  arro- 
gance, despotism  and  persecution  not  easily  appreciated  by  men  of  the 
present  day. 

The  past  services,  the  high  moral  and  social  position  of  Mr.  Adams, 
enabled  him  to  bid  defiance  to  those  who  sought  by  every  means  whidli 
they  deemed  available  to  affect  his  ioflaence  ;  but  the  author  was  placed 
under, very  different  circumstances.  Slaveholders  and  those  northern 
members  at  that  time  characterized  as  "  the  Swiss  guards  of  slofvaj,^ 
determined  on  his  political  and  social  ostradsm.  At  Washington  he 
continued  to  be  stigmatized  as  an  "  abolitionist,"  "  an  agitator,"  "  one 
who  was  seeking  notoriety.^'  Public  meetings  of  the  democratic  por^ 
adopted  resolutions  denouncing  him ;  and  democratic  papers  assailed 
him.  Nor  did  the  whig  press  sustain  him.  He  did  not  jreceive  those  ' 
civilities  usually  extended  to  members  of  Congress  4  He  exchanged 
cards  with  but  few ;  and  wholly  abstained  from  making  calls  of 
ceremony. 

Having  long  served  as  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Claims,  he  was 
removed  from  that  post,  and  assigned  to  the  seventh  position  in  the 
Committee  on  Bevolutionary  Pensions,  which  *having  no  business  did  w4 
wud.  It  wasnmder  these  depressing  circumstances  that  the  author 
resumed  the  duties  which  lay  before  him.  His  venerable  coadjutor,  Mr. 
Adams,  was  seventy-six  years  of  age.  His  hand  was  palsied  and  trem- 
bling :   his  voice  was  somewhat  feeble  and  broken,  his  movements 
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denoted  age ;  bat  his  inteUect  vppeaieA  unimpaired,  while  hifl  anzietj  for 
his  country  and  his  race  increased.  Althongh  more  depressed  in  spirit 
than  he  had  preyionsly  been,  he  declared  there  was  but  one  coarse  for 
pablic  men,  that  was  to  *'  do  ihehr  dtUf/."  Early  in  the  session  he  moved 
the  appomtment  of  a  committee  to  report  a  code  of  roles  for  the  gorem- 
ment  of  the  Hoase :  his  motion  was  sustained  ;  he  was  of  coarse  ap- 
pointed chairman,  and  made  a  report  omitting  the  obnozioos  twenty-first 
rale^  The  debate  on  this  report  occapied  the  morning  hoar  for  some 
weeks.  Doring  the  discassion  "he  was  often  assadled  ;  bat,  in  violation 
of  the  practice  asoally  observed,  he  was  not  recognized  by  the  Speaker 
as  entitled  to  the  floor  for  reply.  Yet  his  janiors  in  service  and  in  years 
eonstantly  assailed  him  with  nnezampled  bitterness.  The  author  had 
abstained  from  attempting  to  speal^  as  courtesy,  and  parliamentary 
iBage  seemed  to  assign  the  floor  to  Mr.  Adams. 

This  state  of  things  had  continued  for  two  weeks,  when  one  nsoming 
the  writer  entered  the  hall  a  little  before  the  hour  of  meeting.  He  found 
Mr.  Adams  already  in  his  seat,  but  laboring  under  greater  depression 
Ihan  at  any  previous  day.  His  appearance  indicated  the  want  of  sleep. 
He  said  his  health  was  good ;  but  declared  that  he  had  become  nervous 
and  unable  to  sleep.  He  spoke  most  feelingly,  declaring  that  oqr  Gov- 
ernment had  become  the  fnost  perfeU  despotism  of  the  Christian  world: 
avowed  himself  physically  disqualified  to  contend  longer  for  the  floor : 
said  he  must  leave  the  vindication  of  the  report  which  he  had  made  to 
the  author,  as  duty  to  himself  forbade  further  attempts' on  his  part.  He 
said  he  had  indulged  the  hope  of  living  to  see  the  "  gag^rule  repealed," 
bat  he  now  regarded  it  as  doubtful. 

The  author  was  thus  left  alone  to  contend  in  favor  of  the  report 
which  Mr.  Adams  had  made.  In  the  course  of  a  few  days  he  obtained 
an  opportunity  of  speaking,  and  so  far  as  able  discharged  the  duty  so 
strongly  impressed  upon  his  mind  by  Mr.  Adams. 

It  was  during  this  debate  that  an  incidental  remark  was  made  by 
Mr.  Adams^  that  was  often  quoted  in  subsequent  years.  Mr. 
Dillett,  of  Alabama,  a  man  of  age  and  of  talents  above  the  mediocrity 
of  members,  was  spes^g  upon  this  report.  Like  other  Representatives 
fifom  the  South,  he  appeared  anxious  to  assail  Mr.  Adams.  He  held  in 
Ins  hand  the  report  of  a  speech  delivered  by  the  object  of  his  assault  to 
the  colored  people  of  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania.  From  this  he  read  the 
following  passage  :  "  We  know  that  the  day  of  your  redemption  must 
come.  The  time  and  the  manner  of  its  coming  we  know  not :  It  may- 
come  in  peace,  or  it  may  come  in  blood ;  but,  whether  in  peace  or  in 
hhod^  Lffr  rr  comk."    Having  read  this  sentence,  he  invoked  attention  to 
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it,  and  in  order  that  all*  might  vppnMie  it,  he  lead  it  a  Beooiid  tone ; 
and  aa  his  Tdoe  died  awaj,  Mr.  AdamSi  fai  hia  aeat,  with  peculiar  e»- 
phasifl,  added,  "Isofnow,  kt  it  eomtP  DUlett)  appaientlj  indigBant  aft 
what  he  regaided  the  audacity  of  Mr.  Adam,  added, ''  Yea,  the  gealla- 
maB  now  saya  let  it  come,  Uiongfa  ii  oMikt  Hood  of  thou$emd$  of  wkiU 
awn."  To  which  Mr.  Adama  iqoined  :  ''  Uumgh  U  cost  the  U»od  9f 
laujoNa  OP  WHin  msk,  lit  it  com :  Ld  jmiiat  be  dome  iko$tgk  tkt 
J^vensfaUJ' 

These  words  rose  from  the  Iqps  of  the  aged  patriot  like  the  prajer  of 
laith  from  one  of  heaven's  anointed  prophets :  A  sensation  of  horror 
ran  throqgh  the  ranks  of  the  dareholders :  Dillett  stood  apparaitif 
lost  in  astonishment,  and  all  were  alent  and  solemn  nntil  the  Speakw 
awoke  members  to  the  sobfect  before  them  by  dedaring  tl^e  gmUUmam 
from  JiSassachusetts  was  <mt  of  order. 

The  report  of  Mr.  Adams,  after  occupying  the  mommg  hour  for 
foor  weeks,  was  laid  on  the  table  by  a  small  majority. 
ISM.]  -^  colored  man  named  WiOiam  Jones  was  imprisoned  in  the  jafl 
at  Washington  under  suspidon  that^he  was  a  fugitiYe  slaye.  He 
found  means  to  send  a  petition  to  the  author,  stating  that  he  was  a  free 
dtisen  of  the  United  States,  bom  in  Yirguua,  and  while  redding  in 
Washington  City,  and  demeaning  himself  peacefully  and  kindly  towards 
his  fellow-men,  and  without  any  chaige  of  crime  or  offence  he  had  been 
seiaed  and  imprisoned,  and  after  oondderable  expense  had  been  incurred, 
which  he  was  unable  to  pay,  he  was  adrertased  for  sale  to  meet  the  coats 
thus  unjustly  incurred.  He  asserted  that  he  had  no  owner  bnt  Ood,  and 
owed  no  allegiance  bat  to  his  country.  He  prayed  Congress  to  protect 
him  in  the  enjoyment  of  his  liberty.-  The  petition  being  presented,  the  au- 
thor moyed  its  reference  to  the  Oommittee  on  the  Judiciary.  The  presea- 
tation  of  this  petition  from  one  presumei  by  southern  laws  and  sonthem 
men  to  be  a  slaye  created  some  aensatkm  ;  but  there  was  no  display  of 
ruffianism  on  the  occasion,  no  attempt  to  censure  the  member  preaentmg 
the  memorial,  no  display  of  bowie>bdyes,  no  mdications  of  personal  yio- 
lence;  Indeed,  the  petition  was  respectfully  leodyed,  but  the  debate 
upon  it  was  postponed  until  the  foUowing  day,  wh^  Mr.  Saunders,  of 
North  Carolina,  declared  that  the  law  In  all  daye  States  presumed  eyay 
colored  person  a  slaye  that  could  not  proye  his  freedom  :  that  sueh  was 
the  law  of  the  District  of  Columbia^  and  leqpect  for  those  laws  demanded 
the  instant  rq'ection  of  the  petitioQ. 

To  this  it  was  replied,  that  no  snch  presumption  conld  be  just  or  rea- 
sonable, or  in  accordance  with  the  Oonstitntion :  that  it  was  nothfaig 
more  nor  less  than  a  mode  of  endaying  firee  persons,  and  was  phraticd 
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in  its  oharacter.  Meesn.  JudMns,  of  Maanchiiseits;  Stetsan,  DaTis,  and 
Beardslej,  of  New  Tork;  and  GiddingSy  of  OMo,  q>oke  in  faror  of  the 
motion,  which  was  itrenaoosly  opposed  by  Meesrs.  Sannders,  ol  North 
Carolina;  Campbell,  of  Sonth  Carolina;  Cobb  and  Stephens,  of  Georgia; 
ICcConnel  and  Fajne,  of  Alabama;  and  A.  Y.  Brown,  of  Tenneaiee. 
Bat  the  motion  was  sustained  by  a  Tote  of  15  to  40. 

The  committee  were  proslarery  in  character,  and  made  no  report 
on  the  memorial,  which,  like  all  others  touching  slavery,  was  entombed 
in  the  document  rooms  of  the  Honse  of  Representatires.* 

A  debate  arose  during  the  early  part  of  this  sesBiim  upon  the  **  home 
iqaadroa,"  which  developed  to  the  pnblie  view  the  employment  of  XJni* 
ted  States  yessels  in  thenefarions  work  of  pmsoing  and  ci^pturing  fhgi- 
tire  slaves  who  attempted  to  flee  firom  Florida  and  from  (Georgia  to  the 
British  West  India  Islands.  It  appeared  that  the  administration  was 
keeping  this  "  home  squadron^  prineipaUy  upon  the  lookout  for  the  re- 
lief of  slave  ships  employed  in  traqspiurtuig  human  cargoes  around  the 
peninsula  of  Florida  to  the  New  Orleans  market,  so  that  in  case  of  ship* 
wreck  the  slaves  need  not  be  taken  to  British  islands.  Thus,  while  one 
portion  of  our  navy  was  engaged  in  putting  doum  the  slave  trade  on  the 
Afriean  coast,  another  portion  was  employed  in  makUaimng  it  on  the 
American  coast. 

This  employment  of  our  navy  in  the  diggraceftd  work  of  chasing  down 
fugitive  slaves  created  disgust  among  the  people,  who  entertaioed  a  laud* 
able  pride  in  the  glory  of  our  naval  victories  in  former  times. 

On  the  same  day  Mr.  Adams  presented  a  petition  flrom  some  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty  citisens  of  Waahing^n  County,  Illinois,  praying  Con- 
gress to  acknowledge  the  Christian  religion,  by  securing  to  the  pettpkof 
the  Umkd  States  the  right  to  ei|joy  life,  liberty,  and  happiness. 
The  petition  excited  much  debate.  Mr.  Adams,  with  great  foree, 
,  urged  that  statesmen  and  governments  were  bound 'by  the  precepts 
of  the  Gospel  "to  do  unto  others  as  they  would  have  Mors  do 
wntoikem,"  precisely  as  individnals  in  private  life  were  bound  to  treat 
their  fellow-men.  Southern  members  were  quite  indignant  at  the  doc- 
trine ;  insisting  that  slavery  nor  the  slave  trade  constituted  a  violation 
of  the  Christian  religion.  The  petition  was,  after  full  debate,  laid  on 
tiie  Uble. 

Mr.  Adams  also  presented  a  petition  numerously  signed  by  citisens  of 
New  ToriE,  praying  such  amendments  of  the  Constitution  and  laws  of 

*  Colonel  Benton,  In  bb  Abridgment  of  Congretilonal  DebAtct,  psMed  orer  tbb  «ntlra  dlioiis- 
don  witliottl  eTen  refmiof  to  tt. 
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the  United  States,  as  were  necessary  to  separate  the  Goremment  and 
peoj^e  of  the  free  States  from  all  snpport  of  slavery,  which,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Adams,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Jndiciary,  after  fbH 
dehate,  by  a  vote  of  9t  to  80.  ^ 

From  incidents  which  now  occorred  ahnoet  daily,  it  became  evideni 
that  the  twenty-first  role  of  the  House  was  rapidly  becoming  inopemte 
and  obsolete. 

By  repeated  declarations  in  the  Honse  of  BepresentatiyeB,  the  pablic 
mind  bad  been  directed  to  that  featnre  of  the  Federal  Constitntion  which 
pTes  to  the  people  of  the  slave  States  inflnence  hi  the  Federal  Oo- 
yemment  in  proportion  to  the  nunber  of  slaves  vrfaieh  they  hold  in 
bondage,  counting  five  slaves  eqnal  to  three  fbeemen.  All  saw  that 
it  did  not  operate  in  favor  of  the  slaves,  but  only  enabled  the  mas- 
ters to  rivet  their  chains  more  firmly.  The  people  of  the  North  had 
snbmitted  to  it  quite  cheerftilly  so  long  as  those  of  the  Sooth  pep* 
mitted  the  subject  of  slavery  to  remain  without  agitation ;  but  now 
they  felt  that  jilstice  to  the  Nortii  required  an  amendment  of  the 
Constitution  in  this  respect ;  and  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts 
adopted  an  able  memorial  calling  on  Congress  so  to  amend  the  Con- 
stitution as  to  give  equal  rights  and  equal  privileges  to  the  free  people  of 
all  the  States. 

Mr.  Adams  presented  the  petition  and  moved  its  reference  to  a  select 
committee,  which  was  ordered,  after  debate,  and  Messrs.  Adams,  of 
Massachusetts;  Rhett,  of  South  Carolina;  I.  R.  Ingersoll,  of  Pennsylvania; 
Gilmer,  of  Yirgtnia;  Davis,  of  Kentudcy;  Burke,  of  New  Hampshire; 
Morse,  of  Maine;  Sample,  of  Indiana,  and  Giddings,  of  Ohio,  weie 
appomted,  Mr.  Adams  being  chahman. 

The  question  was  important,  and  the  proceedings  of  the  committee 
Were  conducted  with  great  solemnity.  The  arguments  for  and  agamst 
the  proposition  were  advanced  with  much  apparent  shicerity,  and  the 
most  perfect  decorum  was  observed  by  every  member. 

The  first  question  propounded  to  the  committee  was  on  the  adoption 
of  a  resolution  declaring  it  tnezpedient  at  that  time  for  the  House  ci 
Representatives  to  recommend  such  an  amendment  of  the  Constitution. 
Thk  was  unanimously  agreed  to :  and  the  chdrman  was  directed  to 
■  draw  up  a  report  to  that  effect.  This  was  done,  and  every  member  met 
pr<nnptly  at  the  appointed  time  to  hear  it  read. 

It  was  drawn  with  consummate  alnlity :  declaring  that  the  proviaon 
of  the  Constitution  which  gives  the  enslavers  of  mankind  superior  inflo- 
enoe  and  superior  privil^es  in  the  Government  to  those  enjoyed  by  the 
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flopporten  of  libertj  "  is  oi^Kwed  to  the  vital  principles  of  repnbUcan 
representation ;  to  *  the  self-eyident  traths'  of  tiie  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence ;  to  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  Ck)n8titiition  itself ;  to  the  letter 
and  8[»rit  of  the  constitations  of  almost  all  the  States  of  the  Union  ;  to 
,  the  liberties  of  the  whole  pec^le  of  the  firee  States ;  and  to  all  that  portion 
of  the  people  of  the  slave  States  other  than  the  owners  of  slaves  ;  that 
this  i^  its  essential  and  nneztingoishable  character  in  principle  :  and  that 
iisfnuls  in  Us  entire  ^radical  operaiian  upon  tie  Crovenmmt  correspond 
ioith  that  chaaracter." 

These  propositions  were  enforced  with  all  that  logic  and  terseness  of 
expression  for  which  its  anthor  was  distingnished.  He  then  proceeded 
to  show  that  "  the  self^rident  truths''  of  the  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence were  nothing  more  nor  less  than  the  essential  doctrines  of  the  Oos- 
pely  which  teach  that  equal  justice  to  aU  men  should  goyem  the  conduct 
of  every  individual,  whether  acting  in  a  private  or  public  capacity  :  that 
this  principle  constitutes  the  chief  comer  stone  of  all  republican 
governments,  as  well  as  of  all  Christian  organizations. 

The  report  asserts  that  "  the  Dechiration  of  Independence  constituted  a 
sacred  pledge  in  the  nams  or  God,  oolemnly  given  by  each  State,  to 
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US  n^cB." 

It  asserts  tiiat  shivery  is  onrosed  to  all  the  teachings  of  the  Gospel ; 
is  at  war  with  God's  attribute  of  justice,  and  should  be  eradicated  from 
the  earth.'*' 

It  was  at  once  seen  that  while  Mr.  Adams  agreed,  that  the  time  for 
recommending  a  change  of  the  Constitution  had  not  arrived,  yet  the  doc- 
trines enunciated  and  the  process  by  which  he  arrived  at  his  conduiion 
were  in  all  respectb  calculated  to  arouse  a  epirit  in  the  American 
people  that  would  be  likely  to  effect  that  change  at  some  future  day.  Mr. 
Adams  and  the  author  signed  this  report :  while  Messrs.  Morse,  Sam- 
ite, and  Burke  each  drew  his  own  report.  Messrs.  Davis  and  Inger- 
soll  signed  another,  and  Messrs.  Gilmer  and  Bhett  another.  They  are 
not  diffusive,  but  in  the  aggregate  they  constitute  a  volume  which  may 
well  interest  the  student  of  our  political  history. 

The  memorial  and  resolves  of  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  were 
ako  presented  in  the  Senate,  where  they  were  denounced  **  as  resolutions 
to  tlLssolve  the  Union  :''  and  the  usual  courtesy  paid  to  resolutions  of  Stale 
Legislatures  was  refused  :  they  were  laid  on  the  table,  but  the  motion 
to  print  them  was  rejected. 


•  Thb  te  btftered  to  b«  ttie  flirit  ottcUl  doeomant  plMed  in  «IM  MtloiMl  uiAlvM  aA«r  te 
tioo  of  Dr.  Franklin  in  1790  which  in  wfrd*  MMrtf  that  rUigiom  tnt^  cotuHtuUi  tU  botit  0/ 
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A  few  dajB  sabseqnently  Mr.  Berrien,  of  (}eorgi%  presented  lesolii- 
tionB  from  that  State  in  opposittdn  to  any  change  of  the  Constitati<» 
which  might  take  from  the  slave  States  the  right  of  slaTO  represmtation. 
These  resolntions  were  respeetfdly  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  he 
printed.  Mr.  Bates,  Senator  from  Maflsachosetts,  called  attention  to 
this  difference  in  the  respect  shown  to  different  States ;  bnt  neither  he 
nor  any  other  Senator  proposed  to  correct  the  groai  inanlt  thna  oflteed 
to  the  State  of  Massachnsetts. 

2g^.  The  drcnmstances  relating  to  the  slave  «hip  *' Amistad"  and  the 
captiyes  <»  board,  were^laid  before  the  reader  in  a  preTions  chap- 
ter. But  at  this  session,  Hon.  Oharies  I.  IngersoH,  of  P^msylyanla, 
chahman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Aflbirs,  made  a  long  repeal, 
assailing  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Coort  declaring  those  Africans 
/ree,  and  recommending  an  appropriation  from  the  pnblic  treasory  of 
fifty  thousand  dollars  to  compensate  the  Cuban  slaredealers  for  the  loss 
of  their  victuns.  Having  made  the  report,  he  moved  to  print  ten  thou- 
sand extra  copies  to  be  circulated  among  the  people,  with  the  obvious 
intention  to  prepare  the  public  mind  to  support  the  dave  trade.  The 
author  opposed  the  motion  ;  and  endeavored  in  a  short  speech  to  demon- 
strate Mr.  Ingersoll's  errors  of  frtct  and  of  Ictw ;  and  to  hold  up  his 
policy  to  the  odium  of  the  country.  Mr.  Giddings  stated  that  as  a  na- 
tion we  had  pronounced  those  engaged  in  the  slave  trade  "pirata"  un- 
worthy to  live  ;  but  he  denied  that  they  were  more  gttOty  than  those 
members  of  Congress  who  encouraged  their  accursed  vocation  ;  or  those 
who  attempted  to  reconcile  the  public  conscience  to  that  aggregation  of 
all  the  baser  crimes  which  disgrace  human  nature. 

He  author's  friends  were  alarmed  at  the  severity  of  his  remarks ;  bat 
he  was  perfectly  aware  that  Mr.  Adams  would  reply  to  Mr.  IngersoII ; 
and  would  not  M  to  vindicate  his  position.  Mr.  IngersoII  himself 
appeared  to  understand,  that  the  man  whom  he  most  dreaded  would 
follow  him :  for,  instead  of  attempting  to  answer  the  remarks  of  Mr 
Giddings,  he  yielded  the  floor  to  Mr.  Weller,  of  Ohio,  who  moved  to 
lay  the  motion  on  the  talk;  and  Mr.  IngersoII  himself  voted  to  con- 
sign his  own  motion  to  that  common  receptacle  of  discarded  proposi- 
tions. 

Tlie  address  of  the  twenty  members  of  Congress,  to  the  people  of  the 
fSree  States,  mentioned  in  the  preceding  chapter,  called  up  the  attention 
of  the  Mexican  government  to  the  conspiracy  then  being  formed  in  the 
United  States  for  dismembering  that  Bepublic.  l%e  Mexican  Executive^ 
on  reodpt  of  this  intelligence,  notified  the  President  that  Texas  was 
a  TffooUtd  procmce.  which  the  govemm^t  of  Mexico  wai  endeavoring 
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to  bring  back  to  its  allegiance  bj  Ibrce  of  armB  ;  and  that  its  annexation 
to  the  United  States  mnst  of  necessity  cany  with  it  the  state  of  hostUi* 
ties  in  which  Texas  was  engaged. 

The  President,  in  the  meantime,  proceeded  with  aJl  possible  actinty 
to  arrange  and  perfect  a  treaty  of  annexation  witii  the  authorities  of 
Texas.  This  was  of  conrse  nnknown  to  the  people  of  the  firee  States 
nnta  it  had  been  signed.  Nor  did  tiie  President  in  his  Annual  Message 
intimate  sach  intention  ;  bat  rrfened  to  the  notioe  which  the  Execati?e 
had  received  from  the  government  of  Mexico,  in  regard  to  exiatmg 
hostilities  between  her  ami  Texas^  and  spoke  of  the  action  of  the  Mexi- 
can government  as  founded  i^on  **  fiaoipaper  reports  f  while  at  the  same 
time  he  entered  npon  an  elaborate  argnment  in  favor  of  the  proposed 
annexation,  asserting,  that  t^  iJoaiUd  »oi  disturb  the  peaerftd  relatitms  then 
existing  between  Mexico  amd  the  XJmted  States, 

Bat  the  address  of  Mr.  Adams  and  oUier  members  of  Congress 
bad  gone  forth  to  the  people,  was  yet  before  the  public,  and 
it  was  deemed  necessary  to  cooateraet  the  impression  which  it  was 
apparently  making  upon  the  public  mind.  Immediately  on  the  ap- 
pearance of  that  address,  Hon.  Aaron  Y.  Brown,  of  Tennessee, 
wrote  Qeneral  Jackson  upon  the  sabject,  asking  his  opinion  of  the 
poKcy. 

The  venerable  ex-President  had  in  former  times  been  the  acknowledged 
oracle  of  the  democratic  party ;  bat  was  now  spending  the  fading 
twilight  of  his  earthly  existence  at  the  Hermitage  in  Tomessee. 
Understanding  what  was  wanted,  he  wrote  Mr.  Brown,  urging  the 
immediate  annexation  of  Texw,  lest  Englaml  shtmld  obtain  it,  and 
saying,  'Mt  will  be  a  strong  ir&n  hoop  aromd  the  Uniim,  axd  a  bul- 
wark TO  HOLD  rr  TOGsmxB ;"  and  this  utteraaice  of  senility,  without 
Heiet,  argument  or  reason  to  sustain  it^  was  published  to  the  world, 
under  the  democratic  annotmcement "  Hiat  it  was  a  legacy  of  the  greatest 
living  statesman,  permitted  by  Heaven  to  advisehis  cov/ntrymen  in  thehour 
of  their  ntcessUyP 

But  this  dictum  of  mental  decrepitide  had  hx  greater  effect  among  the 
southern  Lazaroni  who  oould  neither  read  nor  write,  than  it  had  among 
the  educated  laborers  of  the  free  States,  where  many  of  the  democratio 
party  hesitated,  and  some  rrfbaed  to  follow  the  suggestions  of  their 
southern  leaders. 

To  reconcile  conflicting  opmions,  it  was  prq)osed  to  adopt  the  general 
policy,  of  obtaining  territory  whereoeritioas  to  be  had;  and  as  we  were 
holding  a  joint  occupation  with  the  British  government  of  Oregon,  a 
Cftir  opportunity  was  piesettted  for  extending  oar  exclusive  jurisdiction 
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o?er  it.    This  proposition  appeared  to  reeoocile  most  nortbern  Democrata 
to  the  policy  of  annexing  Texas.* 

The  Execatire  therefore  fenewed  diplomatic  correspondence  with  the 
British  gOTcrmnent  for  the  settlement  of  onr  territorial  bonndaries  in 
Oregon.  Feeling  somewhat  bound  by  the  action  of  Mr.  Van  Bnren^  his 
predecessor,  he  proposed  to  establish  the  line  npon  the  49th  parallel  of 
latitude  ;  but  the  proposition  was  rejected,  and  the  negotiation  failed. 

With  Texas  the  President  was  more  successful  The  Mexican  goT- 
emment  had  entered  a  decree  abolishing  slavery  in  all  its  intendancies ; 
to  resist  this  progress  of  civilisation,  adventurers  from  our  slave  States, 
bad  gone  to  that  territory  and  raised  the  standard  of  resistance.  For 
years  they  shed  thfir  blood,  and.spent  their  substance  in  elTorts  to  con- 
tinue the  barbarous  institution  of  African  bondage ;  and  now  were  not 
unwilling  to  have  the  United  States  fight  their  battles  and  defray  the 
ea^>enses  of  the  further  prosecution  of  this  war  for  slavery. 

Pr^aratory  to  entering  upon  the  subject,  the  President  had  dismissed 
Mr.  Webster  from  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State,  and  appointed  Mr. 
Upshur,  of  Virginia,  and  upon  bis  death,  had  placed  Mr.  Calhoun  in 
that  important  position,  with  the  iq^rent  purpose  not  only  of  secup- 
ing  the  annexation  of  Texas,  but  at  the  same  time  to  obtain  the  confi- 
dence of  the  democratic  party,  to  whom  he  now  looked  for  a  reflection 
to  the  Ohief  Magistracy. 

1844.1         Under  these  circumstances,  he  easily  effected  such  a  treaty  as 
he  desired,  and  in  due  season  transmitted  it  to  the  Senate  for 
ratification,  felicitating  himself  with  the  expectation  that  a  lasting  fame 
would  attach  to  this  addition  of  a  vast  territory  to  our  Union. 

But  this  contest  for  anticipated  glory  was  subjected  to  unexpected 
difficulty.  Mr.  Benton  of  the  Senate  redsted  the  approval  of  the  treaty. 
He  had  been  the  early  and  distinguished  friend  of  Texas,  but  he  de- 
nounced the  injustice  of  making  the  Bio  Orande  the  southern  and 
western  boundary  of  that  State,  as  it  would  embrace  a  large  part  of 
New  Mexico,  including  ''  Santa  ¥h  ^  its  capital,  as  well  as  large  por- 
tions of  Ghiuaua  and  Goahuila,  with  some  of  their  most  populous  towns 
and  villages;  and  more  than  two  hundred  thousand  square  miles  of 
territory  to  which  Texas  had  no  claim  whatever.  And  secondly,  he 
insisted  that  as  Texas  was  engaged  in  civil  war  with  Mexico,  the  Senate 
did  not  possess  the  constitutional  authority  to  involve  the  nation  in  that 
war  by  annexing  Texas  to  the  Union.  These  objections  prevailed,  and 
the  treaty  was  rejected. 

*  This  it^teiDent  k  founded  upon  the  assertion  of  leading  Demoerata  made  In  poblie  debate  oa 
Hie  Oregon  question  ^vdng  tbe  flxtt  lesiton,  twentjr-ointh  Oongrew. 
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But  the  President,  apparently  nn^ismayed,  intently,  pnrsned  his  por- 
poee.  Soon  as  the  Senate  rejected  Uie  treaty^ he  transmitted  a. 
message  to  the  Hoose  of  Representatiyes  stating  snch  rejection  and 
urging  apon  that  body  the  great  importance  of  nnitmg  Texas  to  the 
Union ;  suggested  that  it  might  be  affected  by  jomt  resolution,  which 
oould  pass  tiie  Senate  by  a  bare  majority,  while  it  required  two-thirds 
to  confirm  the  treaty. 

From  this  time  until  the  close  of  the  session  the  annexation  of  Texas 
was  debated,  both  in  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatiyes.  The 
documents,  including  all  the  correspondence  on  the  subject,  had  been 
transmitted  to  the  Senate  with  the  treaty,  and  were  published  by  order 
of  that  body. 

Leading  members  of  the  democratic  *party  sustained  the  positions 
assomed  by  the  Executiye,  that  it  was  necessary  to  unite  Texas  to  the 
Union  in  order  to  preserre  slayery  therein..;  that  unless  annexed  the 
iostitation  would  be  blotted  from  existence  ;  and  the  emancipated  popu- 
lation of  Texas  would  endanger  the  institution  in  the  United  States. 
They  boldly  insisted  that  the  Constitution  had  **  gtuirarUeed  slavery  to 
the  South,"  and  quoted  the  letter  of  Mr.  Webster,  to  our  Minister  at 
London,  heretofore  noticed  as  high  authority  on  the  subject :  and  the 
doctrine  enunciated  in  the  resolutions  of  Mr.  Calhoun  in  the  Senate  of 
1840,  for  which  Mr.  Webster  and  other  Whig  Senators  dared  not  rote, 
and  had  not  the  manliness  to  oppose,  were  now  quoted  as  precedents  of 
high  authority ;  inasmuch  as  they  had  been  subsequently  referred  to 
by  distinguished  statesmen,  in  order  to  sustain  the  coastwise  slave . 
trade.  To  discard  these  doctrines  would  constitute  a  repudiation  of  Mr. 
Webster,  and  must  offend  his  personal  friends  and  admirers  :  to  sustain 
them  would  of  course  driye  &om  the  party  all  who  belieyed  the  Qovern- 
ment  and  Constitution  were  ordained  to  sustain  freedom.  The  highest 
policy  of  the  whig  party,  consisted  in  suppressing,  so  far  as  possible, 
all  examination  of  Mr.  Webster's  opinions  on  this  and  kindred  subjects. 

The  presidential  election  was  approaching.    Mr.  Webster     ^^^ 
was  an  aspirant  for  that  office.    Mr.  Clay  was  also  looking  for 
the  nomination  of  the  whig  party.    He  was  a  slaveholder,  and  it  was 
perfectly  apparent  that  the  assertion  of  any  primal  truth,  or  elementary 
principle  of  government,  would  divide  the  whig  party. 

That  organization  now  found  itself  paralize<l  by  the  doctrines  of  Mr. 
Webster,  and  the  condition  of  Mr.  Clay  ;  and  their  failure  in  the  approach- 
ing canvass  was  foreseen  by  all  reflecting  statesmen  and  politicians. 

The  real  position  of  Mr.  Adams  and  the  author  became  obvious.  Mr. 
Giddings  continued  to  adhere  to  the  whig  party,  a^d  unhesitatingly 
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Announced  his  own  doctrines  as  those  of  thftt  orjgpanizfttion.  He  avowed 
his  determination  to  oppose  anj  candidate  who  wonld  inTolre  the  peof^ 
of  the  free  States  in  the  support  of  slayerj,  or  of  the  coastwise  slave 
trade.  Mr.  Adams,  however,  continued  to  maintain  an  entire  indepead- 
ence  of  all  political  parties,  laying  down  no  specific  platform  of  pc^taeal 
faith,  but  sustaining  or  olgecting  to  measures  as  they,  came  befose  Um 
for  official  action. 

jgi^,  Mr.  Benton  had  introduced  a  bill  into  the  Senate  proriding 
for  the  annexation  of  Texas  ;  and  in  urging  its  passage  heentm^ 
ed  upon  a  history  of  the  efforts  put  forth  to  obtain  the  treaty  of  annex* 
ation,  and  assuming  to  himself  the  principal  merit  of  the  preparatory 
moYements,  denounced  Mr.  ^rown,  of  Tennessee,  with  "kavi$^  hem 
xkarged  iviih  some  vieari&tu  enierprise  agaiiut  Am"  when  addresBfaig 
General  Jackson  on  the  subject :  And  for  a  time  the  course  of  Jb. 
Benton  appeared  likely  to  defeat  the  entire  object.* 

But  the  leaders  of  that  party  were  usually  fortunate  in  avoidi^  aH 
difficulty  arising  among  its  members.  Mr.  Yan  Bnren  had  been  the 
candidate'  of  the  party,  and  was  defeated  in  1840.  He  was  an  aUe  man 
and  had  ever  yielded  to  the  interests  of  the  South  ;  but  unfortnnatdy 
for  himself,  had  expressed  an  opinion  that  the  Constitution  had  made  no 
provision  for  annexing  a  fordgn  government  to  ours.  It  therefore  be* 
came  necessary  to  overcome  the  influences  which  were  operatmg  in  &vor 
of  his  nomination  :  to  reconcile  these  conflicting  mterests  required  tfa« 
exercise  of  all  the  tact  and  skill  of  the  slave  power. 

The  Legislatures  of  Mississfj^i  and  of  other  democratic  States  adopts 
ed  resolutions  in  favor  of  unithig  Texas  to  the  Union.  Memorials  firoHi 
the  people,  and  proceedings  of  primary  meetings  in  favor  of  that  moasore, 
were  forwarded  to  Oongress,  and  "  a/nfuxatwiiP  became  the  watchword 
of  the  party  :  And  no  man  was  regarded  as  in  icdl  fellowship,  and  en^ 
titled  to  its  confidence  unless  he  were  able  to  pronounce  that  ''  SkihoUiiP 
of  the  slaveholders. 

The  parties  held  their  nominating  conventions  in  the  month  of  May, 
and  the  Democrats  announced  their  intention  to  obtion  Ongm  and 
Hexas  as  a  part  of  their  distmctive  policy ;  and  nominated  Hon.  JauMS 
K.  Polk,  of  Tennessee,  as  their  candidate.  The  Whigs,  as  was  expected, 
nominated  Mr.  Clay  as  their  leader ;  but  ndither  party  proclaimed  any 
moral  truth  or  essential  principle  as  the  basis  of  their  daims  for  siqh 
port. 

•  Muu  bell«Ted  that  Ifr.  BsBton,  at  wdl  u  Mr.  Tjrier,  iq>ir«l  to  the  ofltoe  of  Pr«Menl»  «Hb 
the  ftu^  wbioh  wM  thon  oxpeeted  by  Ma  who  ihould  azert  the  moft  afldwt  maaoi  ftar  1 
^in  Texas  as  one  of  the  States  of  the  Americaii  Unkm. 
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And  BOW  "the  Lone  Star  of  Texas"  was  seen  on  ererj  flag  of  the 
democratic  organization.  In  the  North,  ''Or^on"  was  proclaimed 
as  an  object  of  political  desire ;  while  it  was  bnt  seldom  if  ever 
named  in  the  South.  But  the  doctrines  of  Mr.  Oalhoon,  endorsed  by 
Mr.  Webster,  were  niged  bj  pablic  speakers  at  erery  conrention  of  that 
party.  Nprthem  Democrats  now  listened  to  pablic  speakers  in  the 
Borthem  States,  who  reiterated  the  doctrines  avowed  by  Mr.  Oalhoon 
and  repeated  by  Mr.  Webster;  "that  the  ConstiimHan  had  gua/ramlmd 
$lavery  to  the  South/^ 

In  this  way  the  democracy  of  the  North  were  educated  and  ^^^ 
instmcted  in  the  belief,  that  the  people  of  the  free  States  toere 
wnder  constitutional  Migostions  to  sfukstain  slaoenf  a/nd  the  coastwise  slave 
trade.  Nor  was  this  education  confined  to  the  democratic  party.  Whig 
presses  proclaimed  Mr.  Webster  to  be  "  the  expoonder  of  the  Constitu- 
tion ;"  They  insisted  that  the  people  were  bound  to  adopt  the  views  of 
distinguished  men  as  the  doctrines  of  the  Constitution.  Public 
speakers  ridiculed  the  idea  that  men  in  the  ordinary  walks  of  life  were 
capable  of  understanding  that  instrument,  and  they  insisted  that  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  constituted  the  tribunal  of  dernier 
ressort  for  construing  the  Constitution;  SJid  that  theu:  deciaons 
were  binding  upon  all  departments  of  the  G-ovemment  and  upon  tha 
people. 

The  antiifilavery  men  insisted  that  the  signers  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence  and  the  firamers  of  the  Constitution  intended  the  Oovem- 
ment  should  uphold  Uherty  and  not  davery:  That  those  instrumenta 
were  firamed  for  that  purpose,  and  that  the  people  had  a  perfect  right, 
and  it  was  their  duty  to  elect  to  office  men  who  would  wield  the  influence 
and  power,  of  the  Oovemmeht  for  freedom  and  justice,  and  against  slavery 
and  oppression :  That  the  people,  having  framed  the  Ccnutitution  and 
having  adopted  it,  possess  the  sole  power  to  change  of  alter  it;  may  elect  to 
office  men  who  hold  to  the  popular  construction  of  that  instrument ;  and 
that  such  officer  when  elected;  would,  in  good  fiuth  and  honor,  be  bound  to 
carry  out  that  construction  on  which  he  had  been  elected :  That  the  Presi- 
dent maybe  elected  for  the  reason  that  he  differs  from  the  Supreme  Court ; 
and  when  elected  he  would  be  bound  to  appomt  judges  who  agreed 
irith  him  in  doctrine,  whenever  vacancies  occur  ;  while  the  judges  of 
the  Court  are  bound  to  give  that  construction  which  their  judgments 
dictate,  aid  their  final  decrees  are  binding  only  upon  parties,  and  upon 
inivies  in  interest  and  privies  in  blood.'  The  Wh^  lost  much  influence 
by  efforts  to  sustain  their  position,  the  popular  mind  being  agunst  their 
doctrine. 
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But  the  author  haYinj^  beeu  pubUclj  ceuBored  iu  Cong^resB  for  deny- 
^^^^.  iDg  that  auy  right  existed  in  the  Federal  OoTemment  to  iuToIre 
the  people  of  the  free  States  in  support  of  the  slare  trade,  or 
slayery,  and  haTing  been  spedfieallj  instructed  by  his  constituents  to 
maintain  this  position,  he  felt  neither  hesitation  nor  delicacy  in 
oanying  out  his  instructions ;  and  perhaps  he  can*  gire .  no  better 
description  of  the  spirU  in  which  his  doctrines  were  asserted,  and 
that  in  which  they  were  reedved,  than  by  the  foUowi  ig  extracts  from 
a  speech  dellTered  on  the  21st  of  May,  1844  :  "Mr.  GIddings  said, 
I  feel  constrained,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  bestow  a  passing  notice  upon  the 
position  assumed  by  the  advocates  of  annexation,  that  the  Federal  Gov- 
emmeni  has  guaramteed  tkmery  to  the  towthem  StaUs  of  ihu  Vmo%, 
With  all  due  respect  for  thdr  talents  and  learning  I  may  be  permitted 
to  deny  that  any  guaranty  whatever  in  regard  to  slarery  is  found  m 
the  Constitution  I  When  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  (M>.  Belser) 
asserted  this  doctrine  the  other  day,  I  inquired  whert  it  was  to  be 
found?  He  -first  said  he  found  it  in  common  unse;  but  not  satisfied 
with  that  reference,  he  said  it  was  found  in  common  justice  ;  but  finally 
said  it  was  in  the  Constitution  I  I  inquired  in  what  part  of  the  Con- 
stitution 7  He  replied  that  he  had  not  then  time  to  find  it  J  I  will 
now  pause  that  he  may  inform  the  committee  of  the  section  and  article 
in  which  it  may  be  seen  J  (Mr.  Belser  sat  in  silence  in  his  seat,  and 
after  a  pause  Mr.  Giddings  continued.) 

"  I  was  fully  aware  when  I  propounded  the  question,  that  he  had  not 
time  then  to  find  this  important  guaranty :  I  was  conscious  that  he 
would  not  have  time  during  the  hoar  allotted  me  to  find  it.  And  now 
I  say  to  the  genUeman  and  to  this  committee  that  hi*  lifetime  will  be  too 
short  to  find  it;  nay,  Mr.  Chairman,  eternity  wiU  not  disclose  it,  for  ir 
DOBS  NOT  xxist.  Tet,  sir;  this  senseless  jargon  ;  this  constant  rqietition 
concerning  the  '  amstituHonal  guarantees  of  sla^fery '  is  daily  sounding 
in  our  ears.  It  is  put  forth  by  men  of  character,  and  those  high  in 
office.  Sir,  I  take  this  occasion  to  repeat  my  assertion  that  no  stfch 
stipulation  exists  or  oyer  did  exist  in  that  instrument.  And  standing 
here  in  the  presence  of  so  many  learned  and  able  statesmen  of  the 
South,  many  of  whom  have  repeated  the  unfounded  assumption,  I  now 
call  upon  any  one  or  all  of  them  to  refer  me  to  any  such  coyenant  or 
stipulation  in  the  Constitution  I " 

Mr.  Brengle,  of  Maryland,  stated,  that  at  the  formation  of  the  Cott- 
stitution  slavery  existed  in  most  of  the  States,  and  slaves  ioei«  r^aarded 
ae  property,  and  in  that  light  were  the  subject  of  protection  as  much  as 
other  property. 
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Mr.  GiddiDgs.  **  Will  the  gentiemim  point  me  to  the  section  in  which 
I  may  find  this  guaranty  ?" 

Mr.  Brengle.  ''  I  don't  refer  to  any  section  in  particolar,  bnt  to  tiie 
whole  instnunent."    (Laughter.) 

Mr.  Oiddings.  "  Well,  Mr.  Ghairman,  I  hare  finally  chased  this 
notable  guaranty  into  the  region  of  southern  abstractions  ;  bnt,  I 
declare,  I-never  came  so  near  finding  it  before.  (A  langh.)  Bat  the 
gentleman  is  entirely  mistaken  when  he  supposes  that  the  convention 
which  framed  the  Constitution  regarded  slaves  as  property.  That 
instrument,  in  every  instance  in  which  it  refers  to  slaves,  characterizes 
them  as  ^persons^^  and  nai  as  property  J^    . 

Mr.  Belser  was  a  young  member,  imd  appeared  somewhat  mortified  at 
having  advanced  doctrines  for  which  he  could  give  nd  authority.  But 
other  southern  members  appeared  to  expect  that  the  author  would  not 
act  with  the  whig  party,  and  they  appeared  desirous  of  hastening  a  sepa- 
ration between  him  and  that  organization.  In  a  subsequent  part  of  the 
same  speech  the  following  eztaract  may  be  found : 

"  Mr.  Belser,  of  Alabama,  said  he  desired  to  put  a  question  to  the  gen- 
man  from  Ohio. 

"  Mr.  biddings.  '  My  time  is  fast  spending,  bnt  if  the  gentleman  wiU 
be  brief  I  will  hear  him.' 

"  Mr.  Belser.  '  I  wish  to  inquire  if  the  gentleman  firom  Ohio  will 
vote  for  a  slaveholder  at  the  coming  presidential  electionL' 

V  Mr.  Oiddings.  '  I  sliould  be  led  to  think  from  the  question  that 
thegentieftian  propounding  it  would  not  vote  for  a  man  who  is  opposed 
to  slavery. '  I  have  stated,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  your  rights  and  nune 
were  perfectly  mutual.  The  great  and  leading  fe^iture  of  our  nationaU 
compact  is  a  perfect  reciprocity  of  political  rights  among  the  several 
States.  .  .  .1  verily  believe  that  Mr.  Clay  will  administer  the 
government  (if  elected)  with  a  strict  regard  to  the  constitutional  rights 
of  ail  the  States.  This  he  stands  pledged  to  do ;  and  a  long  life  of 
public  service  has  given  me  and  the  public  satisfiactory  evidence  that  he 
will  wipe  out  the  foul  disgrace  already  brought  upon  our  national  cha- 
racter by  attempting  to  make  sUvery  and  the  slave  trade  subjects  of 
national  support.' " 

In  a  subsequent  portion  of  the  speech  reference  was  made  to  Mt,  Gal* 
houn's  letter  to  Mr.  Packenham  as  follows  : 

"  I  am  .anxious  to  say  a  word  in  relation  to  the  correspondence 
between  the  Secretary  of  State  and  tibe  British  Minister  resident  in  this 
dty.  I  refer  particularly  to  the  letter  of  Mr.  Calhoun  to  Mr.  Packen- 
ham, dated  on  the  18th  of  last  month;  and,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  feel  hnmbled| 
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M  ail  Atneiicaa  ciiize%  wImi  e^^mpelled  to  speak  of  that  fetter,  in  wbidi 
the  OoTemment  and  people  of  this  nation  aie  rcpfesonted  as  soUdtoos 
to  coatiaoe  -slaTery  in  Texas,  and  to  oppose  the  progress  of  freedom  in 
that  gOTemment.  Sir,  for  himself,  and  for  the  Ezecntiye,  he  was  autho- 
rised to  speak ;  bnt  for  the  Gf^vermwmU,  at  least  for  the  l^^latiTe  hrandi 
of  it,  Ae  wu  not  authorized  to  speak.  Sir,  the  representation  that  this 
l^islatiTe  body  was  desirous  of  opposmg  the  progress  of  eiril  liberty  I 
believe  to  be  unfounded  and  untrue.  For  myself,  as  one  of  the  members 
of  this  branch,  I  dechire  it  a  misrepreseniation.  So  Car  as  that  letter 
imiMitee  to  the  people  of  the  free  States  a^desire  to  of^KMe  the  progress 
of  hnman  rights,  and  to  extend  and  perpetuate  da^oery  and  the  dave  trade, 
I  regard  it  as  a  base  dander  upon  northern  character. 

"  Mr.  Bart,  of  Sonth  Carolina,  widied  to  mtemipt  the  .goitlefliaA  from 
Ohio. 

**  Mr.  Oiddlngs.  'I  hare  bnt  a  minute  or  two  left,  and  I  want  to  say 
many  thugs.' 

"  Mr.  Burt  '  I  want  to  know  if  the  member  from  Ohio  meant  to  say 
that  the  Secretary  of  State  has  done,  or  is  capable  of  doing,  anythiqg 
baser 

"  Mr.  Oiddlngs.    '  I  am  a  h'ttfe  surprised  at  that  question.'   . 

"  Mr.  Burt  (much  excited).    '  That  was  your  language.' 

"  Mr.  Giddings.'  '  Mr.  Chairman,  I  hardly  know  how  to  understand 
this  southern  diakaj 

**  Mr.  Burt  (amid  cries  of  Order,  and  the  rapping  of  the  chairmanhi 
gavel).    '  Do  you  understand  your  own  lai^uage  V 

"  Mr.  Oidifings.  '  If  gentlemen  will  keep  cool  until  I  get  through, 
A  will  then  answer  all  the  questions  they  may  propound  to  me.  I  had 
remarked,  sir,  that  so  far  as  the  letter  in  question  imputes  to  the  people 
of  the  free  States  a  desire  to  maintain  a  traffic  in  humam  flesh,-  and  the 
eurse  of  slavery,  so  far  I  regarded  it  a  hose  sUmder  upon  the  northern  cha- 
racter ;  and  I  would  repeat  the  idea  in  more  forcible  language  if  I  could 
command  it.  I  deny  that  any  such  feeling  exists  north  of  Mason  and 
Dixon's  line,  and  I  characterized  the  assertion  as  hasdy  sla/nderousJ  " 

These  are  given  as  specimens  of  the  spirit  in  which  the  debates  of 
that  day  were  carried  on. 

A  distinctive  feature  in  the  policy  of  the  slave  power  consisted  in 
maintaining  that  whatever  Congress  had  done  might  be  done  again  wkh 
propriety.  In  short,  the  devotees  of  slavery  insisted  that  the  past  action 
of  Congress  constituted  precedents  binding  upon  statesmen  and 
^^'^  people  of  that  d^y.  To  this  it  was  replied  that  northern  states 
men  had  surr^dered  northern  rights  and  northern  honor  at  the  dictation 
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of  aonthem  xmea.  Por  this,  ttie  statesmen  wbo  had  done  it,  wer^ 
YMpoosible.  The;  admitted  that  Mr.  Oalhoiiii  had,  in  1840,  intro- 
duced reeoifttions  into  the  Senate  reToltiBg  to  humanity  ;  that  northern 
WUgs  dared  not  rote  ibr  tbem  ;  that  they  were  destitnte  of  that  manly 
independence  which  ehoold  hare  stimiilated  them  to  resietance.  Bat 
wko  woold  now  admit  tiiat  northern  etateemen  or  people  were 
1x>ind  to  mTolve  themsdves  in  the  damning  iniquity  of  maintateing  a 
oomaeree  in  hnman  flesh  f  The  men  who  committed  that  outrage  were 
responsible  for  theur  action,  while  those  of  the  present  day  mnst  act  for 
themselves,  and  are  alone  acoonntable  for  their  own  oondnet.  The  Idea 
that  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  had  authority  to  compel  men  of 
that  or  a  subsequent  generation  to  suf^rt  a  tnAo  in  "  Ood's  imag^" 
-*-^  murder  or-enskre  colored  men,  was  abhorrent  to  erery  principle 
of  Ghristianity.  That  the  fivimers  of  our  OoTemment  had  declared  its 
olject  was  to  secure  all  our  people,  black  and  white,  in  the  enjoyment  of 
life  and  liberty :  That  neither  Ood  nor  mankind  had  giren  to  any 
goremment  legitimate  authority  to  inyade  these  rights  of  men  to  life, 
or  to  that  liberty  which  was  necessary  to  sustain  life. 

Mr.  Clay  was  desirous  of  obtaining  the  nomination  of  the  whig  party 
for  President.  With  that  yiew  he  spent  the  winter  of  1843-^4  in  New 
Orleans.  On  his  way  to  Washington,  in  April,  he  made  a  speech  at 
Baie^h,  North  Carolina,  at  the  close  of  which  he  stated  a  synopsis  of 
what  he  regarded  Whig  faith  ;  by  the  9th  article  of  which  he  declared  it 
tohe**ihe  duty  of  each  State  to  sustain  its  ouon  domestic  vastitutions,^' 

Thus  Mr.  Clay  in  few  words  expressed  the  predse  doctrine  for  which 
the  anti^ayery  men  were  contending.  It  was  plain  that  if  South  Caro- 
lina were  bound  to  sustain  her  own  slarery  she  could  hare  no  claim  upon 
the  Federal  Oovemment  to  do  it.  He  soon  came  on  to  Washington, 
and  to  northern  and  southern  men  he  asserted  that  the  doctrines  avowed 
in  the  essays  signed  "  Pacificus,"  written  by  the  author  and  published  in 
1842,  contained  the  correct  doctrines  on  which  the  Ooremment  had  been 
founded.  This  avowal,  in  bold  and  direct  language,  was  indeed  more  than 
anti-slavery  men  had  expected.  On  this  account,  leading  friends  of  liberty 
arowed  their  confidence  in  Mr.  Cby,  and  desired  his  election. 

The  people  of  Kentucky  caused  another  edition  of  his  speech  at  Raleigh 
to  be  printed,  leaving  out  the  synopsis  of  Whig  faith.  Witii  this  his 
anti-davery  friends  at  the  North  were  dissatisfied.  The  author  wrote 
Mr.  Clay  on  the  subject,  and  in  due  comrse  of  maQ  received  a  letter  from 
that  distinguished  gentleman,  declaring  that  the  edition  of  his  speech 
published  at  Lexington  had  been  brought  out  without  his  knowledge  or 
consent ;  but  the  doctrine  which  he  had  asserted  was  cornd^  and  he 
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would  soon  find  an  q^rtimitj  of  rdteratiiig  it  Aoeoidipgl  j,  on  the 
Sd  September,  the  "  Lexington  Obserrer ''  contained  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Clay,  in  which  that  gentleman  anerted,  in  nerrons  langoage,  that  "  tki 
mainieHMue^  ike  amiinuanet,  tht  ttittmot  cf  dowry  dtpends  exdnmcdif 
MpontkepaweramiatUharilyofthtSiaieMinwJMitexistsJ' 

No  iaBoe  conld  hare  becoi  more  direct  and  obTioos  than  thai  foimed 
b J  thb  letter,  and  the  reeolntione  adopted  in  the  Senate,  on  motaon  of 
Mr.  Oalhonn,  in  1840.  This  exdodon  of  the  free  States  and  the  Federal 
OoTemment  from  the  support  of  slarerj  was  the  very  object  for  whidi 
Mr.  Adams  and  the  author  had  so  long  hibored  and  striven. 

Bat  when  sonthem  men  called  on  Mr.  Ola j  to  arow  his  senttments  in 
regard  to  the  annexation  of  Texas,  he  answeied  so  evasiTely,  and  manl- 
fested  so  little  opposition  to  that  outrage,  that  anti-shiTery  men  abandoned 
him  in  such  numbers  as  to  occasion  his  defeat  rather  than  incur  the 
re^ransibili^  of  supporting  him. 


THB  AimasKXS  or  texab.  pboposed.  2t8 


CHAPTER  XV. 

AmnETATION    07   TEXAS — SLATEHOLDINa  VULOIBITT  IK   00NeRX8»— FOWKBS 
OW    A     SXFUBUCAN      aOTEBNMINT     TO     SNSLATB     IKNOGSMT      FKBS0V8 
^  ASSERKD. 

At  the  reassembling  of  the  twentj-^eighth  Congress  for  its  .  ^^g^^ 
second  and  closing  session,  slaveholding  members  and  thos»  who 
qrmpatbized  with  them  appeared  perfectly  confident  that  the  democratic 
party  woold  reeame  permanent  possession  of  the  government  oa  the  4th 
of  March  following,  when  Mr.  Polk  shoold  enter  upon  his  ezecatlTe 
duties. 

Joint  resolations  were  introduced  ux  both  Houses  at  an  early  day, 
proposing  the  admission  of  Texas  as  a  State  to  the  American  Union. 
Conscious  that  it  had  become  a  party  measure,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed by  a  whig  caucus,  to  ascertain  the  views  of  eadi  member  and 
make  report  at  a  subsequent  meeting.  The  committee  reported  that  a 
m/ojorUy  of  more  than  thirty  mmbers  of  the  House  of  Bepresentatives 
avowed  their  determination  to  oppose  the  annexation  by  all  the  legitimate 
means  in  their  power.  But  members'  of  experience  declared,  they  had 
no  confidence  in  those  Democrats  who  professed  opposition  to  any  measure 
favored  by  a*  democratic  President. 

Ajb  the  debate  on  the  resolutions  conlanued,  members  who  had  j^^^ 
declared  their  opposition  to  the  measure  began  to  falter,  and 
soon  as  the  President  elect  reached  the  city  preparatory  to  assuming 
oiBdal  duties,  the  chaitge  of  opinion  became  obvious,  and  before  the 
vote  was  taken  it  was  well  understood  that  a  large  majority  were  in 
&vor  of  the  measure. 

Of  the  several  propositions  offered  for  annexation,  that  presented  by 
Hon.  Milton  Brown,  of  Tennessee,  was  adopted,  sent  to  the  Senate, 
where  it  was  amended  and  rptumed  te  the  House,  asking  concurrence  in 
the  amendment. 

On  the  28th  Eebruary  the  vote  was  taken,  and  showed  that  182 
members  were  in  favor,  and  16  against  the  bill  as  it  came  from  the 
Senate,  and  it  became  a  law.  The  members  from  the  several  States 
voted  as  follows : 

Mains.    Yea — Messrs.  Dunlap,  White,  Hamlin  and  Cary      .    .    4 
Nay — ^Messrs.  Morse  and  Severance 2 
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Nsw  Hakpshirx.    Yea^^Meflsn.  Borke,  Norris,  and  Redding     .    Z 

Nay— Mr.  Hale 1 

Mabsachusrts.  .  Tea — ^Messrs.  Pannentetr  and  Williams  ...    2 
Nay — Messrs.  Adaiu,  Winthrop,  King,  Abbot,  HadsoDy 

Baker,  B.ockwell,  and  Orinnell 8 

Bbooi  ItLkfm.    Nay — Mean.  Onuuton  and  Potter    .    .    .    .    S 
ComnBcncQT.     Tea^Meian.   Seymour,    Oatlin,   Stewart,  and 

Simons 4 

Yi^oMT.    Nay — Messrs.  Oollamer,  Foot,  and  Marsh   ....    8 

Not  voting — Mr.  Dillingham. 
NswYoio:.    Yea-— Messrs.  S^xmg,  Murphy,  Maclay,  Leonard, 
Anderson,  Bossell,  Seymoor,  Pratt^  Ellis,  Stetson,  Bm- 
too,  Hongerford,  Carpenter,  Carey,  Pnrdy,  Bobinson, 

Wheaton,  BathlMm,  Jhmt^  and  Habbell SO 

Nay — Messrs.  Phoenix,  Daris,  Barnard,  Bogers,  King, 
Green,  Patterson,  Carrol,  l^er,  Morely,  Smith,  and 

Hont 12 

Nbv  Juskt.    Yea — Messrs.  Sykes,  Failee,  and  Kirkpatriek  .    .    8 

Nay— Mr.  Wright .    1 

Not  YoUng-^Mr.  Bhner.  «• 

PanraYLVAiriA.  Yea — ^Messrs.  Smith,  0. 1.  IngersoU,  Yost,  Bitter, 

Brodhead,    Bidlaeh,  Poller,  Black,  Foster,  and  Hayes     10 
Nay— Messrs.  Morris,  Jenks,  Mcllyaln,  Brown,  Pollock, 
Bamsey,  Irwin,  StewaH,  Dickey,  Darragh,  Hefid  and 

Bnffington 12 

Not  voting — Messrs.  J.  R  IngersoQ,  and  Ness    .    .    .'    .    2 
Dklawibb.    Not  voting — Mr.  BodBey. 

MiKvijLNn.     Nay — Messrs.  Cansfaie,  Brengle,^  Wethered,   Ken- 
nedy, Preston,  Lnoas,  and  Spenoe T 

TnaiKU.    Yea — ^Messrs.  Atkinson,  Dromgole,  Coles,  Hubbard, 

/  Bayley,  Taylor,  Chapman,  Hopkins,  Steinrod,  and  Lncas  10 
Nay — ^Messrs.  Ck)gg^n,  Newton,  Chilton,  and  Sammers     .    4 
North  Oasousa.   Yea — Messrs.  Reid,  Saunders,  McKay,  Daniel, 

and  Airington 5 

Nay — Messrs.  Barringer,  Clingman,  Deberry,  and  Baynor     4 
Tbnkssbex.    Yea — MesSh.  Andrew  Johnson,    Cave   Johnson, 
Senter,  Blackwell,  Cnllom,  Jones,  A.  Y.  Brown,  and 

Didcmson ;    .'   8 

Nay — Messrs.  Milton  Brown,  Ash,  and  Peyton  ....    8 
KnrruoKT.    Yea-^Messrs.  Boyd,  Caldwell,  French,  Tibbatts,  and 

Stone 5 
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Nay—- Messrs.  Green,  Odder,  Datis,  and  White    ...  4 

Not  TOting — Mr.  ThonuuBon    •    .    .    . ' 1 

Ohio.    Yea — Messrs.  Duncan,  Welter,  Potter,  St.  John,  Me- 
Dowal,  Brinkerhoof,  Morris,  MoOanslin,  Mathews,  and 

Dean 10 

Nay — ^Messrs.  Schenck,  Yance,  Yanneter,  Yinton,  John- 
son, TUden,  Giddings^  Hamlin,  Florenoe,  and.  Harper  ,.  10 
Indiana.    Yea— Messrs.  Owen,  Henley,  Thomas  Sndtii,  Brown, 

Davis,  Wright,  Petit,  and  Kennedy 8 

Nay— Messrs.  Oaleb  B.  Smith  and  Sample S 

Ilunois.    Yea— -Messrs.  MoClemand,  South,  Ficklin,  Wentworth, 

Donglas,  and  Hogoe  .    .^ 6 

Nay — ^Mr.  Harden 1 

The  following  States  roted  nnanimoosly  for  annexation,  to  wit :  Sonth 
Carolina,  Georgia^  Alabama,  Mississippi,  Arkansas,    Loninana   and 

yi^»hign.n, 

It  was  eight  o^dock  in  the  evening  when  the  final  vote  was  taken. 
No  sooner  had  the  Speaker  annonnoed  the  result  than  cannon  upon 
the  terrace  west  <^  the  Capitol  sounded  forth  the  triumph  :  Imme- 
diately bonfires  lighted  up  the  city,  and  the  sound  of  rerelry  and 
dmnkenpess  was  l^ard  and  seen  in  its  various  localities.  Northern 
Democrats  and  sontham  slayeholders  refoiced  at  a  result  vrhich  they 
believed  would  place  them  in  undisputed  control  of  the  government 
Members  from  the  slaveholding  States  were  rejoidng  in  the  anticipated 
profits  which  they  expected  to  reap  from  the  increased  price  of 
human  flesh. 

Pensively  and  alone  the  writer  walked  to  his  lodgii^.  Never  before 
had  he  viewed  his  coi^try  as  he  then  saw  it.  The  exultation  of  slave- 
breeders  and  slaredealers,  at  thus  controlling  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  coQsUtnted  a  spectacle  that  he  had  not  expected  to  witness. 
The  barbarous  war,  th^  bloodshed,  the  devastation,  the  corruptions,  the 
civil  war,  which  resulted  from  this  triumph  of  the  slave  power,  were  at 
no  subsequent  period  of  his  life  more  vividly  before  his  mind  than  they 
were  that  evening,  while  alone  in  his  room,  contemplating  the  results 
that  would  naturally  follow  the  action  of  Congress  on  that  sad  day. 

The  subject  had  occupied  much  time  in  the  Senate,  but  the  Joint 
resolution,  as  it  finally  passed  the  House  of  Representatives,  was  adopted 
by  vote  of  27  to  25.  The  following  Senators  from  the  free  States  voting 
in  the  afiirmative,  to  wit :  Messrs.  Fairfield,  of  Maine  ;  Atherton  and 
Woodbury,  of  New  Hampshire  ;  Niles,  of  Connee^at ;  Dickinson,  of 
New  York ;  Buchanan  and  Sturgeon,  of  Pennsylvania ;  Allen  and 
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Tappan,  of  Ohio ;  Hamugan,  of  Indianft ;  Sample  and  Breese,  of  DliDou. 
While  Messrs.  Archer  and  Bives,  of  Yiigioia  ;  Bayard  and  Clayton,  of 
Delaware  ;  Berrien,  of  Georg^A  ;  Crittenden  andTkorehead,  of  Kentacky; 
Pearce,  of  Maryland,  and  Mangom,  of  North  Carolina,  voted  in  the 
negative. 

It  had  been  expected  that  no  Whig  would  vote  for  the  measure,  and 
that  many  Democrats  would  vote  against  it  But  this  expectation  failed  ; 
some  Whigs  voted  for,  and  some  Democrats  against  it ;  but  the  result 
approximated  very  closely  to  a  strict  party  division. 

The  demand,  however,  thus  made  by  the  slave  power  upon  its 
"  northern  allies  "  was  too  great  Many  leading  members  of  the  demo- 
cratic party  could  not  reconcile  their  judgments,  or  oonactences,  to  the 
measure.  Having  voted  (Dr  the  annexation  of  Texas,  they  refused  to  go 
fiurther,  and  after  some  little  hesitation  abandoned  the  party  forever*  : 
and  this  measure,  which  the  leaders  of  the  democratic  party  had  supposed 
ordained  unto  life,  they  found  directly  tending  to  political  death  ;  and 
.many  servile  politicians  who  sought  to  save  their  lives  by  thussnbaervii^ 
the  interest  of  skvery,  lost  their  poiittcal  ewtence. 

Early  in  the  session,  Mr.  Adams  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  move 
a  recision  of  the  twenty-first  rule  of  the  House.  For  ten  years  he  had 
striven  against  this  plain  violation  of  the  people's  rights.  Ably  and 
persistently  he  maintained  an  open  and  undisguised  warfjetre  upon  this 


•  or  fthoM  nflmvdto  iAaMtexlHra.JMobBBlidnAoo4  of  OhKwai  tiiMcampliL  He  nat 
oppoMd  to  ttie  meftran  from  the  Ant;  but  from  the  lolidtiide  of  friende,  wee  prereikd  oponto  Tole 
for  coBCorrlng  In  the  Senate*!  amendment  Wtth  this  he  appeared  dlmatiefled,  retamed  home,  and 
decHned  Avther  aotion  with  the  party,  and  at  the  fonaatlon  of  the  repubUean  organhnttott  eoottf 
toted  one  of  ite  aetlre  members,  was  elected  a  Judge  of  the  Sop^ene  Ceazt  of  hk  State,  where  Im 
acquired  reputation  as  an  able  Jurist,  and  at  the  time  of  writing  this  note,  in  1862,  he  was  ei»> 
ployed  In  the  diseharge  of  the  doOee  of  that  honorable  posttloa.        • 

Bon.  John  P.  Hale  was  a  demoeratle  repreeentattre  from  the  State  of  New  Hampdilre,  »  Btila 
more  dcToted  to  the  interests  of  slarery  than  any  other  of  the  North.  He  had  been  nominated  at  a 
State  Conrention  for  a  re^Aeetlon  to  Oongreas :  bat  the  same  Gonrention  adopted  resolntions  fai 
faver  of  anneadng  Texas  to  the  Union.  Mr.  Hale  declined  the  nomlnatloa,'  TOted  agalnet  the  aniMSa- 
tSon  of  Texas,  retamed  to  New  Hampshire,  appealed  to  the  people  of  that  State  to  maintain  their 
right  to  be  exempt  from  the  expense,  the  disgrace  and  crime  of  sapporting  slaTerj  and  the  sUve 
trade,  was  elected  to  the  Hoose  of  RepresentotiTCi  of  that  State,  was  made  8k>eaker  of  that  bo^, 
then  elected  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States ;  end  In  the  shoK  space  of  two  years  NewHanvehira 
Inscribed  her  name  on  the  roll  of  tnt  States,  and  up  to  the  thne  of  writing  this  note  she  has 
malatalned  the  pedtion  tfaos  assoased :  and  Hale  is  still  one  of  her  representatfres  hi  the  most 
angnat  legislatlre  body  of  the  worid. 

Hon.  Preston  King,  of  New  York,  had  been  a  Democrat  up  to  the  consommi|tion  of  the  Texaa 
outrage,  from  that  time  he  acted  for  freedAi,  calmly,  firmly,  and  steadily.  He  was  sereral  Ihnei 
TCelected  to  the  Hoose  of  Represaatattres,  and  thenoe  to  Um  Senate  of  the  United  States,  where  ha 
now,  at  the  time  of  writing  this  note,  Is  doing  honor  to  the  eaose  for  which  he  has  so  C»ng  labored^ 
and  to  the  State  which  has  honored  Um  with  her  confidence. 

Bat  Bsany  other  dtlsene  of  distbietion  In  the  free  Statss,  who  had  long  been  members  of  the  4 
eratlc  party,  abandoned  it  at  the  passage  of  the  Joint  resolotions  for  ^^mittitiy  Texas. 
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infraction  of  the  Constitntion.  In  doing  tbis  be  had  bared  bis  breast  to 
the  shafts  of  calumny.  For  ten  years  the  storm  of  slayeholding  persecn- 
tion  had  raged  aroond  Jiim.  Slaveholders  and  Democrats  bad  railed 
against  him  in  Vain  :  the  day  of  bis  trinmph  had  now  fully  come.  His 
motion  to  strike  that  disgracefnl  mle  from  the  manual  was  sustained  by 
8  vote  of  108  to  80. 

Of  the  liost  of  members  whom  be  often  characterized  as  ''  the  Stms- 
guards  of  slavery,  fighiing  for  fay^  only  the  following  now  voted  against 
rescinding  the  rule,  to  wit :  ^ 

Nrw  Hampshule.  Messrs.  Bedding,  Norris,  and  Burke,   ....  8 

New  York.    .    .        ^'       Murphy  and  King, S 

Pennsylvania.    .  "       G.  I.  IngersoU  and  Smith,  .....  2 

Ohio "       Matthews  and  Stone, 2 

Induna.    ...        "       BrowA  aM  Davis, " .  % 

Illunois.  ...  "       Smith,  Ficklin,  and  Hogne,     ,  ' .     .    .  8 

being  fourteen  in  all  the  free  States.  Messrs.  Glingman  and  Deberry,  of 
North  Carolina  ;  Wethersed,  of  Maryland  ;  and  White,  of  Kentucky, 
Toted  for  the  repeal  of  the  obnoxious  rule. 

Mr.  Adams  had  devoted  his  energies  to  the  maintenance  of  ^^g^ 
the  right  of  petition,  the  author  bad  labored  to  restore  the  fVee- 
dom  of  debate :  and  the  restoration  of  these  rights  constituted  the  first 
surrender  of  the  democratic  party,  to  the  popular  feeling  of  the  north- 
ern States  ;  and,  in  that  point  of  view,  marked  an  era  in  "  the  regime  of 
slavery."  Tet  it  should  be  borne  in  mind,  that  while  the  House  of 
Representatives  thus  ostensibly  gave  back  to  the  people  their  constitu- 
tional right  of  petition,  they  had  recourse  to  an  expediency  even  more 
dishonorable.  Annually,  when  the  Speaker  arranged  the  committees^ 
he  was  careful  to  place  a  majority  of  pro-slavery  members  on  each, 
80  that  petitions,  in  regard  to  '^  the  peculiar  institution,"  sent  to  them, 
were  retained  in  silence  until  the  close  of  the  session,  when  they  were 
entombed  in  the  archives  of  the  House,  from  which  there  was  no  resur- 
rection. 

But  although  there  was  no  longer  any  rule  of  the  House  restricting 
debate  or  the  right  of  petition,  in  regard  to  slavery,  there  was  a  very 
geacral  effort  among  slaveholders  and  northern  pro-slavery  numbers  of 
both  the  whig  and  democratic  parties  to  render  the  exercise,  of  these 
'riglits  odious,  by  stigmatizing  those  who  practised  them  as  "agitators,'' 
"aUolitionists,"  and  the  use  of  other  unmeaning  epithets. 
'  I'o  expose  these  efforts,  the  writer  often  referred  to  some  disgraceful 
circumstance  connected  with  slavery,  whenever  he  spoke  of  the  iastito- 
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tion  ;  and  thoa,  wfaUe  ita  gqjporteTB  were  asBaifing  him  penKMMlly,  ha 
eadeaTored  to  ezhihit  to  the  public  -view  the  barbarism  and  comq>tiaa 
which  they  were  seekisg  to  hide  from  the  people. 

An  inddent  oecnrred,  on  the  6th  Febmaiy,  whmk  may  give  the 
reader  some  idea  of  the  aptfit  maaiferted  on  this  eobject. 

The  aathor  was  addrearing  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  Hoose^ 
,0tt  the  bill  making  ai^HX^riatioiui  to  carry  ont'onr  treaty  stipiilaitLons 
with  the  Indian  tribes ;  and  for  the  porpose  of  exhibiting  the  corrup- 
tion, the  base  purposes  of  the  treaty  of  "  Indian  Spring/'  he  referred 
to  historical  facts  with  which  the  reader  was  made  acquainted  in  a  fo^ 
mer  chapter,  in  r^ard  to  the  claim  of  certain  slaveholden  of  Georgia, 
who,  after  receiving  one  hundred  and  nine  thousand  dollars  as  a  compen- 
sation for  their  fbgitive  slaves,  demanded  one  hundred  and  forty-one 
thousand  more  as  a  compensation  for  the  offspring,  wkiek  the  femaks  would 
have  home  to  thdr  masters,  had  they  remained  mi  bondage.  And,  he  add- 
ed, Congress  ^tually  paid,  mostly  from  the  pockets  of  northern  laborers, 
that  large  sum,  as  a  compensation  for  children  who  ioere  never  bom,  bmt 
ttho  might  hone  been,  if  their  panmts  had  remainsd  FAirHyuL.aLATua. 
^^,  The  remark  called  forth  some  laughter,  which  appeared  to  irri- 
tate members  from  the  South,  who  began  to  manifest  great  in- 
dignation. Mr.  Oiddings  at  once  hegnt  to  make  a  mock  apcriogy, 
e3q>resshig  regret  that  these  tUngs  existed  ;  but  as  they  did  exist,  it  be- 
came his  duty  to  make  them  known,  while  he  had  no  word  of  eensure 
for  those  who  sought  to  erase  these  transactions.from  the  historic  record. 

Mr.  Black,  of  Oeorgia,  obtamed  the  floor  to  re|Ay,  and  was  immediate- 
ly surrounded  by  southern  members.  His  rulgar  abase  was  so  groas,  so 
obscene,  that  no  reporter  attempted  to  repeat  his  language.  Kor  did 
they  even  refer  to  some  of  his  prominent  ideas.  Much  less  can  the  his- 
torian place  them  on  record,  at  this  day.  Mr.  Black  has  been  called  to 
his  final  account ;  most  of  those  who  stood  around,  encouraged  and 
prompted  him  on  that  occasion,  are  no  longer  inhabitants  of  earth. 
DnriDg  the  serenteen  years  that  have  passed  since  that  day,  the  storms 
of  life  have  beaten  severely  upon  hun  who  pens  these  pages  ;  yet,  duty 
to  all,  require  that  some  of  the  leading  points  of  Mr.  Black's  speedi 
should  be  stated. 

He  referred  to  the  insmuations,  that  Mr.'  Oiddmgs  was  interested  im 
the  horses  and  team  which  one  Torry  lost  when  attempting  to  aid  negn)eB 
to  escape;  said  that  Torry  had  died  in  the  {iHsnitentiary;  that  the  author 
ought  to  be  there  ;  that  if  the  House  could  decide  the  question,  he  wooM 
be  sent  there  at  once  ;  declared  that  Mr.  Oiddings  had  viohited  the  law 
by  franking  through  the  poBtK>ffice  acalioo  dressy  to  his  wife,  fiur  whkb 
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ke  o^gfat  to  be  paniahed ;  and  dofiedy  by  adnsing  him  to  retnm  to  his 
ooMrtitaeots,  and  ascertain  if  he  had  a  character  ? — for  he  asserted,  be- 
fore heayen,  he  had.  none  hi  that  halL 

The  writer  felt  less  hdignation  towards  Black,  than  towards  man j  mem- 
bers of  higher  character  who  stood  aroond  Mm,  enooDraging  hun  in  his 
disgraceful  valgaritj,  and  htnghi^g  at  his  obscenity.  It  is  dae  to  the 
Democracy  of  the  free  States  to  say^  that  no  member  of  that  party^ 
north  of  Mason  and  Dizo&'s  line,  appeared  to  participate  in  this  display 
of  slayeholding  ribaldry. 

The  writer  replied,  that  whan  the  member  firom  Alabama  (Mr. 
Payne)  had,  for  the  obYioos  pwpose  of  slander,  insinuated  thi|t  he  was 
interc0fced  in  the  horses  and  carriage  left  by  Torry,  he  said,  distinctly^ 
that  all  he  had  CTer  seen,  heard,  or  known  of  that  transaction,  was 
drawn  from  the  new^per^s^bnt  that  had  been  said  for  the  benefit  of 
geniUmen,  of  men  who  understood  the  decencies,  the  <»dinary  proprieties 
of  hik,  and  not  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  member  from  Alabama,  or  of 
his  less  worthy  confrere  from  Georgia,  to  whom  he  owed  no  other  respect 
than  that  which  parliamentary  law  eons^ained  him  to  obserre ;  that 
What  he  aUoded  to,  mregard  to  the  franUng  of  a  calico  dress,  the  author 
was  wholly  ignorant,  and  ooold  form  no  Ofmuon,  and  coald  say  nothing 
more  at  that  lime  than  to  pronomoe  it  an  wnmUigated  falsehood ;  bnt 
if  any  fSact  should  be  developed,  iacolpatuig  any  member,  he  would 
bring  it  before  the  House-^*as  no  obarge,  commg  from  one  holding  a 
aeat  in  that  body,  was  unworthy  of  notice,  howerer  low,  Tulgar,  or  ob- 
soeiie  the  private  diaracter  of  the  member  making  the  charge  might 
,  be  * 

diarge  of  Ji-ankiTiff  a  drstt,  the  Author,  that  eTenlog,  addreMed  a  note  to  the  PoatmasteHJeneral, 
Mr.  WlekUff,  of  Kentucky,  (now,  ISOt,  a  demoeralie  member  of  CongreH,)  InquliiDg  If  he  had  •any 
lnCMiMtloiioBttiesQl4eel.  that  oaoer,  erfaatly  tinSf  that  he  waa  tovotTed  In  Black«B  ridJonky 
charge,  fanmediately  answered  the  anthor^s  note,  nyins  that  the  poetmaeter  at  PahiesvlUe,  Ohio,  had 
written  that  a  bundle,  apparently  a  lady*i  dren,  had  paaied  through  his  offlce ;  and  that  he,  Wlek- 
M,  had  referwd  to  thh  letter  In  eomwiitlwi,  aad  mnkl  at  cnee  celleothepoetiiiarteratyainwTiai 
fpr  definite  infonnatlon.  Ihe  author  than  saw  that  the  dander  had  denbtless  been  hronght  Into 
existence  by  other  and  more  Important  memben  of  the  democratic  party,  and  he  awaited  the  denon- 
■sentwHh  muoh  curiosity. 

Sosse  ten  days  sobseqmsntly,  the  stately  torn  .of  tho  FMtmaster-Oeneral  was  seen  on  the  demo- 
eratlo  side  of  the  House,  mingling  with  memben,  evidently  engaged  In  grare  consultation. 
Soon  after,  fai  company  with  Hon.  Bmeiy  I>.  Potter,  of  Ohio,  another  member  of  the  democratk 
party,  he  oame  across  the  haB*  and  the  two  gentleintn  being  seated  beside  the  author,  llr.  WlcUU^ 
with  nnosnal  gravity,  proceeded  to  |ay  that  he  had  reeelred  a  letter  from  the  postmaster  at  Pahiet- 
Tlllo,  saying,  that  the  bundle  referred  to  fai  his  fonser  latter,  *'wai  a  shawl  dlreoted.to  Mxa.  Potter, 
ftvifced  bylteNntty,aierkof  the  Hoose,  aa  a  *|>it&l<o  <looMi»«fi<,*  and  attested  by  tho  name  of 
Mr.  Potter."  That  m  he  was  desirous  ^  no  taoUng  between  the  author  dbd  Mr.  Potter  might 
atke,  he  had  come  personally,  with  titat  gentleman,  to  make  known  the  facts.  The  graTlty  with 
vhlch  WlcklUr  and  Potter  nowbesooght  tho  anthor  to  say  no  more  on  the  mbjoet,  the  nsra  than 
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ia«6.]  '^^  author  stated  that  he  well  nnderstood  the  feeling  which 
prompted  slayeholdera  and  their  allies  to  do  all  in  their  power 
to  throw  around  congressional  and  Ezecntive  action  in  &Tor  of 
shiYery,  the  protection  ^of  perpetual  alence.  He  did  not  hold  the 
member  ft^om  Georgia  so  nnch  responsible  for  his  condact  as  he  did  the 
more  respectable  members  who  had  stood  around  him  while  speakii^, 
and  had  prompted  the  display  of  that  bmtal  coarseness  which  nothing 
but  the  moral  pntriditj  of  slavery  conld  encourage.  That  so  far  as  he 
had  himself  referred  to  the  institation,  he  had  simply  repeated  historic 
truths,  anthenticated  by  official  docnments,  which  no  member  dared 
deny.  That  even  the  member  from  Georgia,  speaking  for  himsetf,  for 
those  aronnd  him,  and  for  the  institntion,  dared  not  deny  a  word  which 
the  author  had  asserted.  But  Mr.  Blitdc  had  attempted  to  assail  hint 
personally,  for  daring  to  utter  facts.  To  these  rude  assaults  he  would 
make  no  reply.  He  stood  on  that  floor,  before  the  country,  clothed  with 
the  confidence  of  an  intelligent  and  Tirtuous  eonstitdency,  who,  but  a 
few  months  preyionsly,  had  indorsed  his  character  by  a  fourth  eleetiott  ; 
while  his  assailant  had  been  discarded  after  one  election,  as  unworthy 
longer  to  fill  a  place  properly  assigned  to  honarabU  men.  And 
now,  as  the  chiUs  of  political  dissolution  were  upon  him,  his  "  ruling 
passion ''  for  vulgarity  had  shown  itself  "  strong  in  deaih," 

The  author  had  a  few  moments  preriously  observed  that  Black  was 
not  in  his  seat.  He  had  passed  through  the  lobby  behind  the  Speaker's 
chair  and  entered  the  small  aisle  on  the  author's  right,  where  he 
waB  standing  unobserved  when  the  sentence  last  quoted  was  uttered. 
Black  was  unable  to  restrain  his  feelings,  and  raising  a  large  cane 
which  he  held  in  his  hand,  said,  "if  you  rt^peat  those  ioords  I  will 
knock  yow  dovm."  The  author,  turning  his  eye  to  the  right,  saw  Blaek 
with  his  cane  raised,  evidently  under  the  excitement  of  extreme  anger, 
and,  unable  to  resist  the  impulse  of  the  moment,  repeated  the  language 
he  had  used  in  order  to  test  the  courage  of  Black,  which  he  greatly 
'  doubted.  He  continued  his  remarks,  while  some  of  Black's  friends,  sedng 
the  position  in  which  he  had  placed  himself,  removed  him  from  the  haH 
As  Black  was  being  passed  out  through  the  small  aisle  at  which  he 
entered,  the  author  continued  his  remarks  ;  and  Mr.  Dawson,  of  Louisi- 

lodlcrotu  comblnftUon  of  circnnutaneeB  which  now  broaght  oat -the  fooUih  and  ridlcnlons  action  of 
th«  democratic  Clerk,  the  democratic  Poetinaiter-OeBeral,  and  the  leaders  of  the  party  who  liad 
encouraged  Black,  and  tacitly  Indorsed  his  slander,  excited  laughter  in  the  anthor*s  mind.  But 
Potter  was  sad.  He  was  an  Inoffenslre  man.  He  now  insisted  that  Black*s  charge  would  not  albet 
the  author,  but  If  the  facts  were  published  they  would  rvin  him;  and  he  was  desirous  that  the 
author  would  let  the  matter  drop,  and  say  no»more  about  it.  This  appeal  to  the  aathoi^  better 
IbeHngs  orercame  his  deefane  to  expose  his  enemies,  and,  to  the  great  dissatisflsetion  of  many  Men*, 
bs  reftised  to  make  the  exposure. 
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ana,  who  assaiilted  the  Mithor  on  »  prenons  oocaaioiiy  now  roM  from  his 
seat,  and,  coming  across  the  hall,  i^proached  within  Borne  fonr  or  ftye 
yards  of  the  author,  and  placing  his  hand  in  his  pocket  said,  "  I'll  shoot 
him,  by  0-d,  III  shoot  him,''  at  the  same  time  taking  care  to  cock  his 
pistol  so  as  to  have  the  dick  heard  by  those  around  him.  Instantly, 
Mr.  Oaosine,  of  Maryland,  a  Whig,  rose  and  taking  position  in  the  small 
aide  in  front  of  the  author  and  directly  between  him  and  Dawson,  folded 
his  arms  across  his  breast  with  his  right  hand  apparently  resting  upon 
the  handle  of  his  weapon,  which  was  supposed  to  be  concealed  in  his 
bosom;  at  the  same  moment  Mr..&lidell,  of  LouisiaDa,  Mr.  Stiles,  of 
(Georgia,  aud  two  other  members  on  the  democratic  side  of  the  hall  rose, 
and  walked  across  the  open  area  in  front  of  the  Speaker's  chair  and  took 
their  positions  near  Mr.  Dawson,  each  man  putting  his  hand  in  his  pocket 
aa  he.  was  coming  across  the  hall,  apparent^  for  the  purpose  of  acyustmg 
his  weapon.'*' 

At  the  same  moment  Kenneth  Baynor,  of  North  Carolina,  a  W&g,t 
and  ftilly  armed,  left  his  seat  and  took  position  on  the  author's  left. 
Mr.  Hudson,  of  Massachusetts,  came  and  quietly  took  position  on  the 
author's  right,  and  Mr.  Foote,  of  Yermont,  placed  himself  at  the 
entrance  of  the  aisle  through  which  Black  had  made  his  exit.  It  was 
with  armed  foes  in  front  and  friends  on  either  hand,  prepared  to  meet 
the  hostile  demonstration  which  for  a  time  appeared  imminent,  that  the 
author  continued  his  remarks.  One  by  one  the  slareholders  in  front 
b^^  to  feel  the  awkwardness  of  their  position,  and  quietiy  returned  to 
their  seats.  Dawson,  howerer,  remained  standing  in  front,  while  Oausine 
stood  firmly  facing  him  until  the  author  closed  his  speech.  Then  Daw- 
son returned  to  the  democratic  side  of  the  house,  the  author's  friends 
resumed  their  seyeral  positions,  and  the  business  of  legislation  pro* 
eeeded  as  usual 

This  was  tiie  last  effort  to  silence  a  member  of  the  House  of     ^^^ 
Bepresentatives  by  threats  of  personal  violence  made  during  the 
autiior'e  serrice  in  Oongress. 

A  priTate  daim  of  somewhat  extraordinary  character  demanded  the 
attention  of  Oongress  during  this  closing  session  of  the  twenty-eighth 
Oongress.  In  1836,  soon  after  Oeneral  Jessup  assumed  command  of  our 
army  in  Florida,  he  entered  into  a  written  contract  with  certain  chiefs 
and  warriors  of  the  Creek  tribe  of  Indians,  by  which  they  agreed  to 

•  At«lMtlm«orpeiml]iffttiiiikOto(ltm)]fr.8llddttotheftftiitoflheCoii^^^ 
ftanee  la  ardor  to  obtain  •  rocognlUon  of  the  SooUieni  Ooafedoracj. 

t  Mr.  Ba^or  poaaoMd  a  high  order  of  t^ent,  waa  il^eere  hi  hit  Mendahip,  MAawhat  fanpoUre, 
bat  boMBi.    It  la  with  pahi  thai  the  wvUer  adda,  ha  la  at  thia  ttme  (1SC3)  angagad  hi  th«  rabal 
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fsniith  two  biitteMoiiiof  iMt  iMi  t^annz  hudied  m«a6idi,  iamme^m 
year  against  the  SenunoieBy  for  whioki  they  were  to  receire  teo  thiraflaii 
doUars  aad  mokphMder  m  ik§y  migkS  €aftmr€  frmi  tktmmjf.  Altiboagh 
the  kw  had  prorridied  the  mode  of  enlistng  troopi,  «ad  had  qMCjAcafly 
determiiied  the  aiMWit  to  be  paid  to  each  aoldier,  yet  Oeaeral  Je«8p 
does  not  appear  to  have  eoppoeed  tiMt  he  was  violati]^  the  law  by 
entering  into  (^  eontraot ;  indeed  the  contmct  was  ma4e  ]ireflpeetlf»y 
and  in  direct  Tiolationcf  the  law.  Yet  the  ihcecatiTe  and  War  Depart 
ment  approved  ike  ad,  and  the  Oredc  worrion  eBftere4  npon  the  stipvktei 
aeryice.  The  Oheiokees  reftiaed  to  fortiiBh  wwriars  for  such  a  poipoee^ 
and  their  prindpal  duef,  John  Ross,  addressed  a  most  able  letter  to  tin 
Hem.  Secretary  of  War,  solemnly  protesting  against  the  employment  of 
pagan  warrion  to  flght  the  battles  4f(  a  Christian  nation.  He  also  seat  ^ 
a  large  depatation  to  visit  the  Semiades,  to  indnoe  them  to  make 
peace  without  further  bloodshed. 
.  During  the  year  these  Gre^  warriors  oaptored  more  than  one  baadred 
negroes.'  Hiese  were  claimed  by  the  ladians  as  "piimder^  oanai^ 
withhi  the  letter  and  spbit  of  the  contract,  and  were  enslaved  by  their 
captors.  General  Jessnp  and  the  Secretary  of  War  ooncnmd  in  tUi 
construction  of  the  contract ;  aad  the  practice  of  enslaving  priioiicrfl 
captured  in  war,  after  it  had  been  abandoned  by  all  Christian  nations  ibr 
at  least  two  centuries,  was  now  revived  by  tlie  American  Govenmoat 
under  the  administration  of  General  Jackson. 

But  provisions  beuig  scarce,  General  Jessiq^  published  an  cider  ^rect* 
ing  eight  thousand  dollars  to  be  paid  to  tbe  Indians  as  a  compenealaea 
for  these  enslaved  negroes,  whom  he  ordered  to  be  sent  to  Fort  F9m^ 
below  New  Orleans,  declaring  them  to  be  the  fr^ftrty  of  the  GovJNmmeal 
This  procedure  was  also  sanotioned*  by  the  War  Departmeat,  aad  ap- 
proved by  the  Executive.  And  so  far  as  the  authority  of  the  ProsMeol 
OKtended,  the  peo^  of  the  United  States  became  shiwei^urehasors  and 
slaveholders. 

After  these  things  had  transpued,  the  OoHmiissioner  of  Indian  Alunr 
appears  to  have  entertained  some  misgivings,  and  in  an  official  conununi- 
cation  suggested  to  the  Secretaiy  of  War  that  in  the  thin  oeoM  UaU 
of  the  public  mind  it  was  doabtfol  wheAer  Coi^ress  might  not  hesitale 
hi  appr(^riating  money  to  carry  out  this  arrangement.  He  does  not 
appear  to  have  doubted  the  propriety  of  endaving  men  in  Fkiida  as 
well  as  on  the  Africaii  coast ;  nor  does  he  lappear  to  have  entertaiaed 
doubts  as  to  the  ability  of  the  Ore^  Indians,  aided  by  the  GkMnenassat 
-of  the  XTniteil  States,  to  enslave  men  as  l^ally  and  with  as  much  pro- 
priety as  did  the  slavedealers  on  the  AMcan  coast,  who  were  hai^pd 
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4br  crimes  pvedody  dmilar  to  Hiorn  which  otir  Ooramnuuit  was  perpe. 
tmtiiig  in  Florida. 

'  In  the  whole  of  these  transaetions  there  does  not  appear  to  haTe  been 
any  donbts  entertained  as  to  the  constitntional  authority  of  the  Execa- 
tive,  nor  as  to  his  moral  right  to  eoalave  men;  bnt  the  slave  poww  feared 
-that  aboiitioQists  would  deny  soch  authority,  and  might  criticise  the 
right  of  the  Qoveinment  to  enslave  innocent  men  and  women.  ^ 

WhUe  these  qnesti(His  woe  under  oonsideration,  a  rich  slave-  ^^ 
dealer  from  Georgia,  James  C.  Watson,  happened  to  be  in 
Washington.  To  him  the  whole  subject  was  explained,  and  a  prq>osition 
was  made  for  him  to  take  these  negroes,  receive  a  bill  of  sale  from  the 
Creek' Indians,  to  whom  he  should  pay  fifteen  thousand  dollars  ;  and  as 
ihe  negroes  were  held  by  ofBcers  tf  the  American  army,  the  Secretary 
irf  War  should  i3SQe  an  order  to  such  officer  as  might  have  them  in  charge, 
directing  their  delivery  to  thd  slavedealer  or  his  agent.  There  was  no 
documentary  evidence  as  to«  the  manner  in  whidi  iiie  United  States 
obtained  the  eight  thousand  dollars  which  General  Jessup  paid  to  the 
Indiana  It  is  presumed,  however,  that  the  Indians  r^id  it  from  the 
money  received  of  Watson. 

But  our  military  dficers  refused  to  respect  the  order  of  the  Secretary 
of  War.  General  Taylor  positively  refused  to  interfere  in  the  mat- 
.ier ;  and  many  other  officers,  among  whom  was  tiie  distingmshed 
General  Gaines,  actuated  by  feelings  of  humanity,  'put  forth  great 
efforts  to  keep  the  negroes  from  the  agent  of  Watson,  who  after 
enoounterii^  many  difficulties  and  ^sappointments  and  incurring  much 
eqjwnse,  returned  without  obtaining  any  of  the  negroes :  and  Watson, 
baviog  paid  out  his  money  at  the  request  of  our  public  officers,  now  sent 
his  petitioft  to  Oongress,  asking  that  bis  money,  interest  and  expenses  be 
tefunded  by  Government  ? 

Hie  petition  was  presented  by  Mr.  Dawson,  of  Geoigia,  and  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Gpmmittee  of  Claims,  but  learning  that  the  author,  then  a 
member  of  that  committee,  woild  oppose  the  claim,  he  requested  that 
no  report  be  made  upon  it. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  twenty-eighth  Congress,  the  'author 
having  lost  the  confidence  oi  slaveholders,  was  no  longer  permitted  to 
preside  over  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Ex-Govemor  Yance,  of  Ohio,  was  made  chairman.  He  had  never  served 
OB  the  committee,  and  was  compelled  to  learn  his  own  dulaes  from  his 
colleagues,  who  were  older  in  service.  But  this  claim  wasxberished  by 
the  democratic  party,  and  to  render  Its  passage  safe,  Hon.  Howell 
Cobb,  of  Georgia,  was  placed  on  the  Committee,  being  one  of  tbe 
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most  inflaentiAl  membera  from  the  South,  ofid  this  daim  was  amsigned 
to  his  cart*    Earlj in  the  first  sesmon of  the  twenty-eighth  CongresB 
Mr.  Cobb  reported  a  bill  to  compensate  Watson  for  the  More  of  Mb  ' 
specnlation. 

^  Soon  as  the  bili  was  printed,  the  author  called  on  sereral  Whi^ 
speakers  and  incited  their  attention  to  it,  assoring  them  that  the  demo^ 
cratic  p^rty  had  never  engaged  in  a  subject  which  reflected  greater  dis- 
grace upon  its  members,  nor  had  they  assumed  the  sai^port  of  any  mea- 
sore  more  odious  :  But  these  leaders  of  the  whig  party,  thoagh  anziona 
to  iuTolye  their  opponents  in  disgrace,  lacked  the  moral  courage  to  effect 
that  object  by  aj^aling  to  arguments  in  favor  of  freedom. 
IMS.]  ^®  writer  was  detained  fi^m  attendance  on  the  sessions  of 
the  House  on  one  of  the  days  devoted  to  private  btUs,  when  Ifr- 
Oobb  proposed  to  take  up  this  claim  of  Watson  <nU  of  order.  Mr.  Ad- 
ams objected.  Mr.  Cobb  cfedared  there  could  be  no  reasonable  objeo> 
tion  to  it,  and  the  claimant  was  kept  out  of  the  use  of  his  money  becai»e 
the  bill  could  not  be  brought  before  the  House  for  action  :  But  the 
House  refused  to  take  it  up. 

At  length  it  came  before  the  House  in  due  order  of  business,  and  the 
author  stated  his  objections  to  its  passage  ;  he  defined  the  Umitation  of 
the  powers  possessed  by  human  governments  ;  asserting  that  the  laws 
of  nature,  or  the  will  of  God,  had  endowed  all  men  with  the  tnez^ut- 
guiihable  right  to  fine,  to  support  Ufi,  and  attain  happiness  and  Aeowis. 
That  by  these  laws,  the  earth  was  divided  into  land  and  water,  time  fa 
separated  into  night  and  day  :  By  these  laws  men  must  have  focd  and 
sleep  and  rest.  They  must  have  nument  and  habitation.  To  attam 
these  they  must  have  Uberty :  Tliat  no  human  enactment  can  change 
this  law  of  Nature,  which  is  but  the  manifestation  of  Ood's  will :  That 
to  deprive  an  innocent  man  of  hia  life  is  murder — to  enslave  him  is  equaflj 
a  crime,  the  character  of  which  no  human  law  can  modify  or  change. 
That  when  Oenera^  Jessup  and  the  Pagan  Creeks  undertook  to  enter 
into  a.  compact  by  which  innocent  women  and  children  should  be  cap- 
tured and  enslaved,  they  merely  entered  into  a  covenant  far  the  oowum^ 
n/on  of  crimes  melting  to  Christianity  ;  crimes  which  we,  as  a  nation, 
have  declared  "  piracy  "  when  committed  on  the  African  coast,  while  no 
one  would  say  that  God  looked  upon  the  place  of  committing  9ac\ 
crimes  as  of  any  importance.  That  both  General  Jessup  and  the  Creek 
Indians  deserved  punishment  for  thus  conspiring  to  deprive  the  Seminole 

*  Mr.  Cobb  WM  nbteqaentty  SpMker  of  the  House  of  ReprateotaUrM  of  the  United  SUtee  and. 
•flerwardi  Speaker  of  the  rebel  Congroi^  and  at  a  ittU  more  recent  period,  a  general  in  the  rebel 
■rmy. 
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negroes  of  tbe  sacred  rights  which  God  had  bestowed  npon  them  ;  that 
the  Secretary  of  War,  who  sanctioned  the  contract,  simply  made  himself 
a  party  to  the  crime,  and  by  every  moral  consideration  deserved  punish- 
ment.  Nor  was  the  President  less  goilty  :  His  high  position  did  not 
exempt  him  from  the  just  penalty  dne  to  his  moral  torpitnde.  Indeed, 
men  high  in  authority,  and  yet  regardless  of  that  justice  which  consti- 
tutes God's  dearest  attribute,  should  be  the  first  to  suffer.  Therefore, 
by  the  natural  law,  by  the  moral  Uw,  the  President,  the  Secretary  of 
War,  General  Jessup,  and  the  Greek  Indians  could,  in  no  respect,  change 
the  right  of  the  negroes,  nor  give  to  the  Creek  Indians  any  power  or 
moral  right  whatever  to  enslave  them  :  And  no  order  of  General  Jes- 
sup, sanctioned  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  approved  by  the  Presi- 
dent, could  give  the  people  of  the  United  States  any  authority  over 
those  negroes. 

.  The  second  proposition  was,  that  the  Constitution  was  based  upon  the 
moral  law,  in  letter  and  in  spirit.  That  it  provides  that  "  no  person 
shall  be  deprived  of  life,  liberty,  or  property,  except  by  due  process  of 
law."  That  is,  without  trial  and  conviction  in  a  court  of  competent  juris* 
diction.  To  enslave  these  innocent  people  was  a  direct  and  unmitigated 
violation  of  the  Constitution,  as  well  as  of  the  moral  law.  It  was  the 
exercise  of  despotic  powers,  the  commission  of  a  crime  of  the  first  magni- 
tude for  which  the  Indians,  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  the  President 
deserved  punishment :  that  Watson  was  a  slavedealer  who  had  attempt- 
ed to  make  merchand^  of  human  souls,  for  which  he  deserved  the  gal- 
lows ;  but  surely  no  sane  man  would  admit  that  Watson  had  any  claim 
upon  the  people  of  the  North  because  he  had  failed  to  commit  the  crime' 
which  he  intended  to  perpetrate. 

Messrs.  Cobb  and  Stephens,  of  Georgia,  and  Belser,  of  Alabama, 
itnud  that  the  case  involved  the  question  of  property  in  huma/n  flesh. 
They  insisted  that  the  high  officers  of  Government  had  advised  Watson 
to  purchase  the  negroes  ;  to  pay  out  his  money,  supposing  they  were 
nnder  the  control  of  the  Government :  That  he  had  thereby  lost  his 
money,  and  the  United  States  ought  to  repay  it. 

Mr.  Adams  replied,  that  the  Florida  war  was  commenced  and  prose- 
cuted for  the  purpose  of  enslaving  innocent  people,  and  that  all  proceed- 
ings for  that  purpose  were  void  as  to  Congress,  and  to  all  other  per- 
sons, and  criminal  as  to  all  who  participated  in  the  transaction  ;  and  he 
moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table.  But  to  prevent  any  vote  involving 
t^e  merits  of  the  bill,  Mr.  Hammet,  of  Mississippt,  moved  an  adjournment, 
which  motion  was  sustained,  and  the  bill  was  no  more  heard  of  during 
that  Congress. 
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'    Th«  result  was  regarded  as  a  defeat  of  the  aiaye  intarest  and  a  tri- 
nmph  of  the  whig  party. 

1845.]  '^^  primal  doctrines  of  our  Ooremment  were  again  brooghfe 
under  condderatioB  upon  the  question  of  admittiag  Flocida 
to  the  sisterhood  of  States.  The  people  of  that  territorj,  in 
framing  their  •  State  eonstitutiou,  inserted  a  clause  prohibiting  the 
legislature  from  abolishmg  e^very.  Exceptions  were  taken  to  tlw 
clause.  In  the  discussion  ariamg  on  this  qnestton,  Mr.  Douglas,  ^ 
IllinoiSy  put  forth  the  doctrine  which  in  subsequent  yeihi  he  main- 
tained with  such  determination  of  purpose  as  to  attract  yery  general 
attention  throughout  the  country.  He  insisted  that  tiie  people  of  a  tef^ 
'  ritory  hare  the  political  and  moral  right,  while  franung  a  constitution,  to 
establish  slavery  if  they  choose  :  Thos  boldly  denying  the  doctrine  of 
the  fathers,  that  "  governments  are  instituted  to  jacare  the  ei^oyraent 
of  life  and  liberty.'^  Ind#ed,  he  maintained  that  human  goyem- 
ments  hold  the  same  legitimate  authority  to  murder,  whidi  they  have 
to  secure  life  ;  the  same  authority  to  enslave  mankind,  which  they  hay« 
to  protect  liberty.  These  doctrines  were  at  that  time  entertained,,  appa* 
rently,  by  the  entire  democratic  party,  and  by  leading  members  of 
the  whig  party.  From  1793,  the  Federal  Government  had  been  con- 
ducted upon  this  doctrine,  and  Florida  was  admitted  upon  thk  prin- 
dple.  Mr.  Bayley,  of  Yirginia,  was  bold  in  his  denunciation  of  every 
member  who  would  undertake  to  dictate  to  the  people  of  Florida  the 
character  of  her  constitution  and  government.  A  resolution  limiting 
the  time  for  debating  the  bill  was  adopted  ;  and  the  floor  was  tiience- 
forth  awarded  to  democratic  ;nembers,  who  occupied  the  time  until  tiie 
final  vote,  which  was  controlled  entirely  by  party  divioon,  being  123  m  • 
the  affirmative  to  17  in  the  negative. 

In  pursuance  of  the  resolutions  adopted  by  the  Democratic  National 
Convention  for  obtaining  "  the  whole  of  Oregon,"  Mr.  Duncan,  of  Ohio, 
early  in  the  session,  introduced  a  bill  to  organize  a  territorial  gov- 
ernment in  all  that  portion  of  country  which  was  then  in  the  joint 
occapation  of  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States :  And  the  policy  of 
the  democratic  party  was  declared  to  consist  in  obtaining  "  the  whole 
o£  Oregon  ^  and  "  the  whole  of  Texas.''  Northern  Democrats  justified 
themselves  in  pledging  their  votes  for  the  annexation  of  Texas,  in  con-' 
sideration  of  southern  members  having  pledged  theirs 'in  fiivor  of  Oregon. 
And  when  told  that  for  the  United  States  to  take  forcible  posBesslon  of 
Oregon  would  produce  ♦ar  with  England,  they  replied  that  a  war  with 
England  would  silence  agitation  in  regard  to  slavery,  and  thereby  prove 
a  great  benefit  to  the  country. 
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There  was  a  foil  discnssioii  of  the  bill  ia  regard  to  Oregon.  An  amend- 
ment ezclading  slavery  from  the  territory  was  adopted  bj  131  to  69. 
The  bill  also  authorized  the  President  to  give  notice  to  the  British  gov- 
emment  terminating  the  joint  occbpation  of  the  territory,  and  passed  the 
Honse  of  Representatiyes  by  140  to  b9. 

Daring  the  debate  on  this  bill,  the  policy  of  obtaining  Texas  was  adr 
Tocated  as  a  part  of  the  policy  adopted  by  the  democratic  party,  and 
while  discussing  the  annexation  of  Texas,  the  same  poHcy  was  constantly 
avowed.  All  apprehensions  of  a  war  with  England  were  treated  with 
contempt  by  the  mling  party,  and  most  of  those  speaking  on  that  0iik>> 
ject  exhibited  a  desire  for  hostilities. 

Kor  was  the  Senate  inattentive  to  this  subject.  At  an  early  period 
of  the  session  a  bill  was  introdaced  into  that  body,  anthorizing  the  Pre* 
indent  to  take  possession  of  all  the  Oregon  territory  np  to  latitude  54  deg. 
40  min.,  and  was  debated  until  the  da/  of  adjournment ;  but  they 
took  no  final  vote  upon  the  bill  before  them  ;  nor  did  they  consider  the 
bill  sent  them  from  the  House  ;  and  the  twenty-eighth  Congress  was 
brought  to  a  close  without  any  definite  action  in  regard  to  Oregon. 

On  the  4th  March,  Mr.  Polk  was  inaugurated  as  President  of  the 
United  States.  The  bill  for  annexing  Texas  had  passed  and  became  a 
law,  but  that  in  regard  to  Oregon  was  yet  in  abeyance :  The  Presi- 
dent in  his  inaugural  address  assured  the  country  that  **  our  title  to  the 
fehde  of  Oregon  was  clear  and  unquestionable,^  and  that  he  would  use 
bis  constitutional  powers  to  maintain  it. 
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CHAPTER  XVL 

ATTKMTTS  TO   EXClTB  Jl  WAB  WITH  GBEAI  BRITAIN — TSE  MEXIGAK  WAB  COli- 
MENCED— EXODUS  OF  IXOBIDA  EXILES. 

jgg^^  At  the  assembling  of  the  twent j-ninth  Cosgress^  the  President 
in  his  annual  message  informed  that  body  that  all  attempts  to 
settle  the  Oregon  question  with  Qreat  Britain  had  failed,  and  reasserting 
that  England  had  no  title  to  the  territory  in  dispute,  called  on  .Congress 
to  make  the  necessazy  proTision  for  maintaining  oar  rights  in  the^puted 
territory.  • 

This  appeal  was  heartUy  responded  to  by  the  democratic  party  in  the 
Honse  of  Representatives,  not  one  of  whom  appeared  to  doabt  th&t  a 
war  with  England  would  silence  all  agitation  on  the*  subject  of  slarery, 
and  insure  to  them  the  control  of  the  Goyemment  for  an  indefinite  time. 
These  facts  impressed  the  public  mind  with  an  expectation  of  war,  and 
many  leading  Whigs  appeared  anxiooa  to  cast  responsibility  upon- anti- 
slavery  men,  and  to  hold  them  accountable  for  the  folly  and  crimes  of 
those  who  sought  a  dishonorable  war.  Whigs  and  Democrats  laid 
it  down  as  a  predicate,  that  of^sition  to  slayery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  in  the  Territories  and  on  the  high  seas,  could  do  no  good :  but 
while  it  must  fail  of  all  beneficial  results,  it  stirred  up  ill-feeling  among 
-southern  members,  which  worked  mischief  to  the  body  politic;  and 
would  eyentually  destroy  the  Union. 

*  Unfortunately  a  claffl  of  men  called  radical  abolitionists,  regarding 
the  construction  of  the  Constitution  entertained  by  leading  Whigs  as 
correct,  and  honestly  belieying  that  instrument  to  have  imposed  iq>on  the 
people  of  the  free  States  the  burden  of  supporting  slavery,  pronounced 
it  "  a  covenant  with  death  and  an  agreement  with  hell ;''  declaring  that 
nothing  short  of  a  dissolution  gf  the  Union  could  relieve  the  people  of 
the  free  States  from  the  moral  guilt  of  sustaining  slavery. 

Politicians  of  all  parties  manifested  an  estrangement  from  Mr.  Adams 
and  the  writer,  who  then  appeared  to  be  the  only  members  willing  to 
incur  the  odium  of  openly  opposing  the  slave  power.  The  Whigs,  with 
whom  they  had  always  acted,  exduded  them  from  their  consultations, 
and  held  no  political  fellowship  with  either  of  them.  In  regard  to 
political  action  they  consulted  together,  but  with  no  other  members. 
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Soon  after  the  assembling  of  Congress,  Oeneral  Cass,  the  most  expe- 
rienced and  probably  the  ablest  member  of  the  Senate  who  acted  with 
the  democratic  party,  moved  resolutions  instructing  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  our  fortifications  on  the 
seaboard,  and  the  means  possessed  by  the  Goyemment  for  the  defence 
of  the  country:  Also  directing  the  Committee  on  the  MUiUa  to  inquire 
into  that  arm  of  the  national  defence  :  Also  instructing  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs  to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  the  oavy  and  our  naval 


Joint  resolutions  were  also  introduced  into  the  Senate,  directing  the 
President  to  give  notice  for  the  termination  of  the  joint  occupancy  of 
the  territory  in  question,  declaring  it  to  belong  to  the  United  States, 
and  that  the  Government  held  no  constitutional  power  to  surrender  any 
portion  of  it; 

These  resolutions  were  adopted  by  the*  Senate,^  sent  to  the     p^^^ 
House,  and  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs ; 
who  reported  them  back  to  the  House  with  a  recommendation  of  con- 
eurrence,  and  thus  &r  every  indication  pointed  to  immediate  war. 

Mr.  Adams  and  the  writer  were  incredulous  as  to  approaching  hos- 
tilities :  They  could  not  believe  the  slave  power  so  reckless  as  to  enter 
upon  a  war  with  England  in  the  then  state  of  public  feeling  respecting 
"  the  peculiar  iustitution." 

At  this  time  Mr.  Calhoun  reappeared  in  the  Senate.  He  had  retired 
at  the  close  of  Mr.  Tyler's  administration  and  was  not  expected  to  appear 
again  in  public  life.  He  now  seemed  anxious  and  care-worn,  and  to  the 
very  general  astonishment  of  his  admirers  avowed  himself  opposed  to 
hasty  action  in  regard  to  Oregon. 

On  the  5th  February  the  resolution  from  the  Senate  requiring  the 
President  to  give  notice  for  the  termination  of  the  Joint  occupancy  of 
Oregon  came  before  the  House  for  action  ;  and  the  writer  took  occasion 
in  a  public  speech  to  announce  that  the  slave  power  had  perfect  control 
of  the  Government,  maintaining  peace  and  making  wa]»  as  the  supposed 
interests  of  slavery  might  dictate :  That  the  democratic  party  had  become 
the  mere  instrument  for  sustaining  the  institution  of  slavery.  That  a 
war  with  England,  in  which  Oregon  and  Canada  were  likely  to  be 
added  to  the  free  North,  would  not  be  permitted  by  the  slave  power  : 
That  such  a  war  would  })rove  to  be  one  of  emancipation :  That  the  black 
regiments  of  the  British  West  Indies  wouldb^^timded  upon  our  southern 
shores :  That  devastation  by  fire  and  sword  would  render  the  cotton 
States  desolate :  That  the  slave  interest  could  not  be  induced  to  engage 
in  such  a  war.  These  avowals  occasioned  great  sensation :  But  Mr.  Adamn 
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followed  them  with  Ihe  distinct  aaserfiofi  that  he  was  in  favor  of  holdbg 
the  territorj  notwithstanding  the  conseqaenoes ;  bnt  he  declared  his 
apprehension  that  the  President  wonid  recede  from  his  portion,  and 
woaM  accept  the  British  proposition  to  make  the  fortj-ninth  parallel  of 
latitnde  the  bonndarjr  line  between  the  two  govemments. 

The  whig  press  throughout  the  coimtry  denounced  Mr.  Adams  and 
the  writer  as  advocates  of  war ;  but  the  President  now  faltered  in  his 
course.  In  a  message  to  the  Senate  he  stated  the  difficulties  which  lay 
in  the  waj  of  obtaining  the  territory  between  the  forty-ninth  and  fifty- 
fourth  parallels  of  latitude,  and  asked  the  adrice  of  that  body  as  to  hia 
future  action.  Tlie  Senate  adyised  him  to  accept  the  British  proposi- 
tion for  making  the  forty-ninth  parallel  the  boundary.  The  Preadent 
acted  according  to  this  advice,  and  the  whole  matter  was  pacifically 
arranged. 

But  while  the  slaie  power  thus  avoided  a  war  with  England,  its  ad- 
vocates appeared  anxious  for  hostilities  with  Mexico.  That  government^ 
distrusted  and  feeble,  was  known  to  be  utterly  unable  to  resist  a  large 
military  force,  and  if  was  believed  that  we  could  wage  a  war  upon  her 
people  with  impunity. 

No  sooner  had  Congress  passed  the  act  of  annexation  than  Mr.  Tyler, 
on  the  eve  of  retiring  from  the  Presidency,  dispatched  a  messenger  to 
inform  the  authorities  of  Texas  of  what  had  occurred.  And  Mr.  Polk 
had  scarcely  reached  the  Presidential  chair,  when  he  ordered  our  army 
to  "  Corpus  Christi,"  situated  at  the  mouth  of  the  Nueces,  that  being  the 
then  boundary  between  Texas  and  Mexico,  and  the  farthest  point  to 
Which  Texan  authority  had  extended. 

When  the  President  received  notice  tliat  Texas  accepted  the  terms  of 
annexation,  he  immediately  informed  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  to 
enable  that  body  to  consummate  the  outrage  upon  the  constitutional 
rights  of  the  people  of  the  free  States,  by  declaring  Texas  one  of  the 
States  in  the  Federal  Union.  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut  had  pro- 
tested against  the  consummation  of  the  proposed  union.  Many  le- 
fiionstrances  from  the  people  of  other  free  States  were  presented 
for  the  consideration  of  Congress.  The  writer,  a  member  of  the  House 
of  B^presentatives,  presented  to  the  consideration  of  that  body  a  series 
of  resolutions,  declaring,  ''  That  the  maintenance,  the  continuance  and 
existence  of  slavery  must  depend  exclusively  upon  the  power  and  authority 
of  the  States  in  which  it  exists. 

"2d.  That  the  Federal  Government,  possessing  no  powers  except 
those  expressly  delegated  to  it  by  the  several  States,  is  destitute  of  all 
authority  to  establish,  extend  or  pefpetnate  slavery. 
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^  Zd.  That  all  attempts  of  Coogrtss,  or  the  ExecatiTB,  to  assodate  a 
foreign  slarefaolding  people  la  the  adin!iti8trati<»i  of  the  laws  of  out 
nation  are  in  palpable  violation  of  the  Gonstitation,  destmctiye  to  the 
interests  and  honor  of  the  free  Staites,  and  sabTersiTe  of  the  fundamental 
principles  of  libAty. 

"  AtA,  That  the  admission  of  Texas  to  the  l^ederal  TJaion,  upon  terms 
^  allowing  each  holder  of  five  slaves  the  same  political  mlhience  and  power 
over  the  rights  of  the  f^  States  as  that  exerdsed  by  fonr  of  oar  free 
educated  citizens  of  the  North,  will  constitnte  an  outrage  upon  the  rights 
and  honor  of  the  citizens  of  the  free  States  unequalled  in  the  history  of 
civilized  governments. 

'*  5tk,  That  a  voluntary  surrender  of  the  rights  of  the  free  States  to 
the  keeping  of  foreign  slaveholders  is  unworthy  of  the  representatives  of 
a  free  people.'^ 

These  resolutions  were  laid  upon  the  table,  and  the  annexation  of 
Texas  was  consummated  by  a  rote  of  141  to  66.  The  entire  democratic 
party  voting  In  the  affirmative,  while  many  of  the  whig  party  failed 
to  vote. 

At  this  time  jQeneral  Taylor  was  in  command  of  our  troops,  and  his 
advanced  guard  was  at  Brownsville,  on  this  side  of  the  Eio  Grande 
opposite  Matamoras.  It  was  at  least  one  hundred  miles  advanced  into 
Mexican  territory,  beyond  the  forthest  point  to  which  the  Jurisdiction  of 
Texas  had  extended :  And  the  first  Uood  that  was  shed  in  the  Mexican 
war  was  that  of  some  deserters  of  our  army,  who,  being  pursued  by  a 
'  sergeant  and  guard,  attempted  to  swim  the  river,  but  were  fired  upon 
and  killed  by  our  own  troops,  without  being  arrested,  tried,  or  sentenced.* 

On  the  12th  April  some  sixty  .dragoons,  while  reconnoitering,     ^^^ 
were  drawn  into  an'ambuscade  ;  fifteen  were  killed  and  wounded, 
and  the  whole  party  were  taken  prisoners. 

On  the  9th  May  rumors  reached  Washington  of  the  commencement  of 
hostilities.  It  was  on  SaturdAy,  after  the  acyoumment  of  both  Houses 
of  Congress.  During  Sabbath  the  Committee  on  Military  Affiairs  met^ 
and  before  sunset  it  was  rumored  that  they  had  agreed  on  a  report 
declaring  war  against  Mexico.    Hostilities  had  been  constantly  foretold 

*  Thta  exerolse  of  a  iMrbarttai  deapotim  WM  troagkl  to  the  otteiiftioo  of  the  Hoom  of  Bepresen- 
totirw  by  tbo  writer,  who  elted  a  caoe  ttom  the  American  State  papen,  where,  during  the  fint 
Semhiole  war,  lome  deeerten  wpre  ehot  by  thefa*  pweners,  while  the  oommandant  of  the  troope,  Col. 
King,  was  abeent  fkom  the  poet  on  boahieae;  but  on  hb  retam  he  faOed  to  arreet  and  try  thoee  who 
perpetrated  the  morden;  and  the  facte  being  known  at  headqoarten,  he  wae  hhnself  arreeted, 
eonrtmartlaUed,  and 'sentenced  to  soepenelon  from  lervlee  and  pay  for  ftre  years.  This  sentenet 
was  approved  by  tho  Freeldent;  bat  Congress,  learning  the  faets,  adopted  a  joint  resdlntloB, 
reqocfiUng  tho  President  to  strike  the  name  of  OoL  Ung  Ijrom  the  roll  of  the  army,  and  U  woe  <Ioihl 
Bat  no  effort  could  Induce  the  demooratio  par^  xmw  in  power  to  examine  the  sobject. 
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bj  those  who  oppoeed  the  annezatioa  of  TejuJi,  and  had  been  as  oon- 
stantlj  denied  by  the  friends  of  that  measure.  Bat  the  latter  now 
changed  their  position,  and  nnbloshingly  urged  the  neeessUf/  of  war,  tkt 
€(mquesi  of  territary,  amd  the  sxtension  of  blavkrt. 

On  Mondaj  morning  the  Preddent  sent  his  message  to  the  two 
Hooses  of  Congress^  declaring  that  "  American  blood  had  been  shed  on 
American  soil,"  and  arraagnuig  the  Qoyernment  of  Mexico  for  her  past 
neglect  of  dnt j,  called  on  Congress  to  proyide  the  means  for  sostaining 
the  rights,  interests  and  honor  of  the  American  people. 

The  message  being  read,  was,  together  with  the  accompanying  papers^ 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  AfTairs.  They  reported  a  bill, 
dedaring  that  **.war  exitkd  by  the  ofit  of  Madco/*  and  in  one  boor  from 
the  reference  of  the  message,  the  bUl,  with  this  flagrant  falsehood  for  its 
preamble,  passed  the  House  of  Representatives  with  only  fonrteen  dis- 
eenUng  yotes.  The  names  of  m^nbers  voting  sgamst  the  fiilsehood  that 
VHur  tasted  by  aU  of  Mexico^  were  from — 

Massachusetts.  Messrs.  Adams,  Ashman,   OrinnelV  Hudson  and 

King 5 

Maine.  ...    Mr.  Severance 1 

Rhode  Islakd.    Mr.  Cranston 1 

New  York.    .    Mr.  Culver 1 

Pennsylvania.    Mr.  Strohm 1 

Ohio.    .    .    •  Messrs.  Delano,  Oiddings,  Root,  Tilden  and  Yance  5 

No  sooner  was  this  falsehood  fairly  incorporated  in  our  legislative 
annals,  than  members  of  the  democratic  party  boasted  that  Congress 
would  be  no  longer  troubled  with  the  agitation  of  matters  relating  to 
slavery.  This  feeling  arose  from  the  conviction  entertained  by  politicians 
generally,  that  war  was  always  popular,  without  respect  to  its  justice  or 
injustice.  But  the  reformers  of  that  day  were  not  to  be  driven  from 
their  purpose  by  unmeajiing  apprehensions  founded  on  moral  cowardice. 

On  the  following  day,  while  the  House  were  engaged  in  considermg  a 
bin  to  raise  a  company  of  miners  and  pontoniers,  the  writer  in  a  speech 
stated  that  our  nation  had  waged  a  war  of  conquest  against  an  unoffend- 
ing nation  for  the  purpose  of  extending  the  curse  of  human  bondage  ; 
and  declared  that  God  had  no  attribute  that  would  pefmit  him  to  smile 
upon  such  crime  :  That  all  past  history  and  experience  had  proven  that 
when  any  government  attempted  to  extend  its  boundaries  by  conquest,  by 
robbing  other  nations  and  people  of  their  territory,  such  aggressive  govern- 
ment  had  fallen  beneath  the  weight  of  its  own  crimes :  That  oub  nation 

WOULD  NOT  PROVE  AN  EXCEPHON  TO  THIS  RULE  OF  RETRIBUTIVE  JUSnOB. 
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The  Hod.  Colnmbos  Delano,  of  Ohio,  also  seized  upon  the  first  oppop- 
tnnity  to  express  his  detestation  of  the  war  thns  commenced,  as  did 
Mr.  Culver,  of  New  York,  and  'others  as  they  had  opportmiity.  The 
IhII  declaring  war  came  before  the  Senate  the  next  day,  when  the  par- 
tisans of  that  l)ody  appeared  anzions  to  ^  pass  it  without  examination 
or  delay.  Mr.  Calhoun,  the  leader  of  the  slaveholding  hosts,  now 
found  that  he  had  ''  raised  the  whirlwind  "  but  **  could  not  direct  the 
storm".'*  He  had  led  in  the  annexation  of  Texas,  cherishing  the  hope 
that  he  could  extend  the  institution  of  slavery  without  involying  liie' 
Bation  in  war  ;  but  he  now  found  himself  the  feeble  instrument  of  a 
powerful  and  inexorable  party  bent  upon  hostilities.  It  was  in  vain  that 
he  asked  delay.  It  was  in  rain  that  he  declared  the  measure  too  im* 
portant  for  hasty  action.  Partisan  leaders  were  excited  under  the 
conviction  that  a  war  would  confirm  the  deinocratic  party  in  the  pos- 
session, of  political  power,  and  would  effectually  suppress  all  opposition. 
Every  democratic  Senator,  except  Mr.  Calhoun,  roted  for  the  pending 
bill  with  its  mend(^ious  preamble,  declaring  that  war  existed  by  the  €td 
cf  Mexico^  although  it  was  notorious  that  our  troops  were  at  least 
a  hundred  miles  within  the  territory  belonging  to  that  government.  Mr. 
Calhoun  hesitated,  faltered,  and  refused  to  rote  with  his  party  on 
a  subject  which  he  foresaw  must  bring  upon  its  authors  a  responsibility 
which  he  was  unwilling  to  assume.  Messrs.  Berrien,  of  Georgia,  and 
Evans,  of  Maine,  who  had*  acted  with  the  whig  party,  refused  to  rote 
either  for  or  against  the  bill ;  and- Messrs.  Thomas  Clayton,  of  Delaware, 
and  Davis,  of  Massachusetts,  voted  against  it.  The  bill  passed  that 
body  by  40  ayes  to  2  nays,  and  in  one  year  from  the  annexation  of 
Texas  the  nation  was  plunged  iato  a  war  of  devastation  and  bloodshed, 
which  cost  the  expenditure  of  three  hundred  millions  of  treasure  and 
eighty  thousand  lives. 

The  advocates  of  slavery  now  appeared  to  feel  themselves  perfect 
masters  of  the  Government-*,  and  equally  conscious  that  tK^  advocates 
of  freedom  were  entirely  at  the  control  of  the  slave  power.  They 
spoke  of  those  who  voted  against  the  war  as  ranking  with  the  Federalists 
who  voted  against  that  of  1812.  They  assumed  thatto  oppose  the  war 
was  to  oppose  the  Government ;  and  spoke  of  all  who  condenmed  the 
war  as  traitors  to  the  honor  and  the  interests  of  the  nation.  The  super- 
cilious arrogance  with  which  slaveholders  spoke  of  the  advocates  of  liberty 
became  disgusting,  and  at  times  the  resentment  of  members  was  not 
dis^.^aised.* 

•  An  iDstanec  of  thb  charaeter  Mcarred  iq  the  House  of  BeprwentatlrM.    Hon.  Barolaj 
Martin,  of  KentockT',  aatailed  Hon.  Lntber  Sereranee,  of  Ifalno,  in  abaitre  tanns  of  peaonal 
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WUlettMirsrwMtimi  iu^gmtod,  there  vw  •;(  the  same  time  a 
plan  set  on  foot  for  bringing  it  to  an  immediate  dose.  This  |daa  cQib> 
swtod  of  an  intrigee  with  Santa  Anna,  the  exiled  President  of  the 
Itodoan  npiibiic,  to  get  him  back  to  Mexico,  place  him  in  pdwer,  and 
then  baj  a  peace  of  him.'  The  plan  suooeeded  in  part.  Santa  Anna 
entered  willinglyiBto  it.  He  was  permitted  to  pass  oorblodEading  ships 
into  Mexico  by  order  of 'the  ExeeotiTe.  Bat  when  in  Ids  own  ooontry 
his  infloenoe  was  not  soficient  to  carry  oat  the  object  of  his  retom,  and 
the  war  continiied  contrary  to  the  intentions  and  expectations  of  those 
who  commenced  it.'*' 

The  people  of  the  United  States  now  foand  themselves  precipitated 
into  a  wa&for  the  extension  and  perpetaation  of  slavery.  Yet  among 
both  Whigs  and  Democrats  a  general  impression  prevaQed  that  to  oppose 
%  war  in  which  oar  eoontry  wasiMigaged  wonld  be  onpopolar,  and  bat 
few  statesmen  or  politiciaos  were  willmg  openly  to  denoance  hostilities 
commenced  and  carried  on  for  the  support  of  slavery. 

Beflecting  men  now  saw  dearly  the  necessity  of  apofitical  oiganization, 
based  upon  the  prindplee  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  in  order 
to  emandpate  the  people  of  the  free  States  fh>m  the  despotic  domi- 
nation  ot  the  slave  power.  Every  suggestion  of  such  a  plan  was  met^ 
however,  witii  the  cowardly  otgection  that  it  would  occasion  the  die- 
aointion  of  the  Union.  This  had  become  the  general,  the  condosive 
argument  against  every  measare  in  opposition  to  slaveholdii^  dictation. 

Tb»  *'  liberty  party/'  as  it  was  then  called,  controlled  some  fifty 
thoisand  votes  in  the  United  States.  At  its  head  was  Hon.  James  G. 
Bimey,  a  man  of  ability,  a  native  of  Kentacky.  He  liberated  his  own 
daves  and  proclaimed  immediate  unconditional  emandpation'  the  'duty 
of  every  slaveholder,  charaoteriflog  the  institution  as  a  political,  moral 

tfimpoct,  for  haTing  «zpr«Nd  hli  Iionett  cOBvletlMit  la  regard  lo  the  Mezlcaa  war.  Kr. 
Severanee  wu^^  man  of  feoble  phyilcal  powan,  wbU«  Ifartin  poaionod  mora  than  an  ordbaiy 
•tbioae  fruae.'  On  haaring  tha aittttlt  made  n|iOD  Hr.  Bereranoa,  a  few  Mendi  of  hb  helda ihot 
oooaoHatioB  and  reqt&aatod  the  vritar  to  replj  to  Martin.  The  reqoest  waa  complied  with,  fhe 
writer  aaeumcd  as  hb  own  the  dootrinee  and  Tiewi  pf  Mr.  Severance,  and  then  Inqoired  bf  what 
anthorlty  Martin  had  offeaairely  aasalled  themt  Ha  closed  by  saying  the  epeeoh  of  Martin 
Meihihlted  a  sttriUbrait^  a  H^iout  Amh^  aad  a  dattardl^  •pirU,"  The  oflleniiTa  wordi 
appeared  in  aU  tbe  dty  papen  on  the  following  morning. 

Martin  feeling  aneertaln  ai  to  the  conne  whioh  he  ought  to  pwena,  called  his  eel- 
laagoas  together  for  consultatfon.  It  was  at  onee  declared  Improper  to  challenge  the  writer,  sa 
]lie  woald  only  ridleale  the  man  who  sboold  do  it.  It  was  also  agreed  that  It  would  be  a  hanardoas 
business  to  attempt  personal  chastisement  on  the  street,  as  usual  at  the  South.  And  it  was  finally 
agreed  that  Martin's  only  coufsa  waa  a  pahUe  reply  in  the  House  af  BepiasentatiTee.  This  ha 
nerer  attempted.  On  his  return  home  he  waa  charged  with  pocketing  the  Insult,  waa  defeated  at 
the  next  elootlon,  and  nerer  more  appeared  in  public  life. 

*  This  statement  Is  made  principally  upon  the  authority  of  OeL  Benton,  who  was  at  the  time  a 
leading  Democrat,  having  access  to  their  oouiicils.    (  Vid4  Benton^s  **  Thirty  Tears  In  the  Senate;'*) 
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Mid  social  evily  and  a  Tiolation  of  juBtioe :  He  maintained  tiie  rerj  obvions 
troth  tiiat  aU  human  enadodeota  in  fwroc  of  apholdiiig  it  were  mcnuJiy 
mull  and  vaid^  imparting  no  UMnral  right  to  the  daTehdder  and  impouiig 
no  BMMral  obligation  npon  the  slave. 

Bat  this  doctrine,  although  covieot,  had  tsnoe  1198  been  Tq>ndiat€d 
by  those  who  admuiisteared  the  go^enunent,  and  was  now  legarded  as 
very  nnpopolar  :  The  past  action  of  men  in  pnblio  life  was  generally  con^ 
sidered  conclosiTe  npon  Btateamen  and  people,  and  it  became  evident 
that  the  *' liberty  party''  eonkl  never  obtain  control  of  the  Oovem- 
ment ;  and  the  hopes  of  reSonners  now  rested  npon  the  Declaration  of 
Independence  and  that  constroctioii  of  the  Oonstttntion  which  kft  to 
each  State  the  right  to  be  perfectly  ftse  from  the  expense,  disgrace  and 
tnrpitade  of  slavery* 

Mr.  Adams,  possessmg  jaors  jurertige  than  any  other  statesman  o£  that 
period,  refosed  to  nnite  in  any  political  organization  ;  bat  acting  inde- 
pendently  of  all  political  associations,  continned  to  advocate  the  doctrines 
which  had  previotisly  charaeteciied  his  pi^lic  life. 

News  from  the  Indian  country,  Wast  of  Arkansas,  informed  ^g^ 
Congress  that  several  of  those  westem  tribes  weve  on  the  veige 
of  war.  The  Greeks  had  their  territory  allotted  to  them  by  metes  and 
bounds.  The  Gherokeea  also  Ixwbl  npon  their  own  lands,  set  qMtrt 
by  well  defined  limits.  The  treaty  of  Payne's  Jjanding  had  been 
enforced  upon  the  Seminojes  without  the  consent  of  that  tribe  ;  the  ad- 
nmoatxation  having  aiq[Nkrently  determined  to  compel  them  to  settle  with 
the  Oreeka  for  the  purpose  of  allowing  those  savages  to  rsdnslave  the 
Exiles  or  colored  people  then  living  with  the  Seminoles,  thehr  ancestors 
having  fled  from  South  Carolina  ui  l*lOb.*  Bat  when  the  Seminoles 
and  their  friends,  the  Sziles^  JKacbed  the  Indian  country  west  of 
Arkansas,  they  were  not  allowed  to  go  on  to  lands  of  their  own^  accord- 
ing to  solemn  stipulation ;  but  were  told  they  must  settle  upon  the 
C^eek  territory,'  under  Creek  laws.  This  would  enable  the  Creeks  to 
re^nslave  the  Exiles,  according  to  the  obvious  intentions  of  the  admin- 
istration. These  Exiles  had  for  many  years  proven  a  great  annoyance 
to  slaveholders,  and  the  federal  administration  sympathizmg  with 
the  slave  interest,  was  anxious  to  see  theni  rednslaved,  in  order  to  render 
the  institution  more  secure.  But  the  Seminoles  refused  to  go  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Creek  nation,  and  settled  upon  lands  belonging  to  the 
Cherokees.  The  Creeks  were  disappointed  in  not  bemg  able  to  re^nslave 
the  Exiles.      The  Cherokees  were  dissatisfied  at  having  their  lands 

•  n<K«**SxUo«of  rtorid*,**  wtaareUkeUiloitofboliln  i«fiirdtottM86peoplaAnooU«e^ 
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occupied  b j  the  Seminoles,  and  the  Seminoles  were  dissatifified  at  not 
haying  lands  set  off  to  them  according  to  the  supplemental  treaty  entered  • 
into  between  them  and  liie  QoTemment  of  the  United  States. 

To  save  bloodshed,  commissioners  were  sent  to  the  Western  Goontiy 
to  form  a  treaty  with  those  seyeral  tribes  and  thereby  maintain  peace  on 
onr  western  frontier.  This  object  was  effected  by  indadng  the  Seminoles 
and  Exiles  to  settle  ^on  the  Creek  lands.  Ilie  President  agreed  to 
settle  all  qaestions  of  sLarery  between  the  Greeks  and  Semiacdes,  and  the 
United  States  to  compensate  the  Creeks  for  all  slayes,  to  whom  they 
should  establish  a  title.  Before  the  treaty  was  pnplished,  a  bill  making 
appropriations  for  carrying  it  into  eJDfect  was  reported,  and  came  before  the 
Honse  for  consideration.  This  policy,  fraoght  with  sndi  cormption,  was 
exposed  and^the  attention  of  the  nation  called  to  it.  The  Creeks  called 
for  indemnity  under  the  treaty.  The  Executiye,  with  the  eyes  of  the 
nation  upon  him,  appeared  unwilling  to  act  upon  questions  in  regard  to 
slayery.  He  disregarded  the  demands  of  the  Creeks,  who  now  seised 
about  one  hundred  of  the  Exiles  and  sold  them  into  slayery  in  Louisiana. 
The  other  Exiles  and  a  portion  of  the  Seminoles  iBed  towards  Mexioo. 
pursued  by  Creek  warriors  ;  a  battle  was  fought,  many  of  the  Creeks 
were  kiUed,  and  the  remainder  returned  to  their  country,  while  the 
Exiles  and  their  Seminole  friends  pursued  their  way  far  beyond  the  Bio 
Grande  into  Mexico,  and  settled  near  a  place  called  "  Santa  Bosa^'' 
where  they  yet  reside.* 

A  barbarous  persecution  of  these  ino£fensiye  people  had  charact«zed 
the  action  of  the  Federal  Goyemment  once  jlj>.  1790,  and  now  ocm- 
stitutes'one  of  the  darkest  pages  of  American  histoiy. 


JLN  ADDITIONAL  XILITABT  WOBOM  QALLXD    FOB.  S57 


CHAPTER  XVII. 

n»  WiK  HHH    UEZIOO    OONTEKUSD— THE   LA0T   8FSE0H  OF  A  VINXRAfiLB 

STATEBMAir. 

At  tbe  opening  of  the  second  flesflioQ  of  the  twenty-ninth  Con-  ^^g^ 
gress  tbe  popolar  feeling  against  the  Mexican  war  was  &r 
more  general  than  had  been  expected,  on  aecpont  of  the  greater 
espeiMO  of  blood  and  treasure  than  its  advocates  anticipated.  To 
meet  this  feeling,  the  President,  in  his  annual  message,  attempted  to 
▼iodioate  the  conrse  of  himself  and  party.  Eelying  upon  the  dignity 
of  his  position  to  shield  his  message  from  jnst  criticism,  he  embraced 
witUn  it  gross  fabrications,  misrepresentations,  and  sophisms ;  bat  its 
weatmefls  was  ridicoled,  its  mendacity  exposed,  and  its  moral  obliyiooa- 
hms  was  held  up  to  the  condemnation  of  the  poblie.  Members  now 
spoke  of  ^  the  President  as  they  would  of  an  ordinary  politician,  and  his 
amnial  meesage  was  treated  with  tiie  same  criticism  liiat  was  bestowed 
vfOR  the  partisan  q)eeches  of  members  of  Congress.     . 

The  advocates  of  freedom  assumed  a  more  bold  and  fearless  position, 
dfdaring  that  the  time  was  rapidly  approaching  when  the  political  issne 
would  be  made  between  slavery  and  freedom,  witiioat  disguise  or  evasion ; 
that  it  were  in  vun  longw  to  threaten  a  dissolution  of  the  Union :  That 
wihrniiion  to  the  slave  power  had  become  intolerable  and  could  i)Ot 
much  longer  be  borne  by  the  people  of  the  free  States. 

Tbe  President  in  his  message  called  for  an  additional  military  force, 
ia  order  to  subjugate  Mexipo.  This  proposition  was  resolutely  opposed 
by  the  advocates  of  freedom ;  the  bill  passed  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives by  aid  of  party  discipline ;  but  met  with  resistanee  in  the  Senate, 
where  the  influence  of  Mr.  Calhoun  was  exerted  in  favor  of  a  policy 
which  he  characterized  as  one  of  "  nuuterly  ifuutmty?^ 

The  dJfficultieB  with  which  the  bill  was  beset  in  the  Senate  aroused 
the  ire  of  some  leading  slavehoMeni ;  and  the  venerable  Thomas 
Bitchie,  editor  of  the  ''Union''  and  printer  to  that  body,  assailed 
the  members  with  such  offensive  imputationa  on  account  of  their  want 
of  seal  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war,  that  he  was  expelled  from  the  hail- 
in  whkh  ita  aessionB  were  held, 
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Earlj  in  the  sesaon  Mr.  Thommason,  of  Eentnckj,  who  bad  TOted  for 
the  yrsT,  offered  resolutions  declaring  the  restoration  of  peace  desirable^ 
and  the  acquisition  of  territory  from  Mexico  impolitic  and  wrong. 

Mr.  Ficklin,  of  Illinois,  offered  resolutions  vindicating  the  war  and 
declaring  it  the  dnt  j  of  all  good  citizens  to  snpport  it.  Bnt  neither  the 
resolntions  of  Mr.  Thommason  nor  those  of  Mr.  Ficklin  were  conadered 
ot  TOted  upon. 

Mr.  Schenck,  of  Ohio,  who  had  also  roted  for  the  war,  ofliffed  reso- 
lutions to  withdraw  our  army  fh>m  Mexico  and  to  prosecute  the  war  by 
blockading  the  Mexican  ports. 

Mr.  Stephens,  of  Georgui,  oilbred  resolutions  for  terminatmg  the  war 
without  acquiring  territory,  and,  on  the  question  of  adoption,  they  fiuled 
by  a  vote  of  76  ayes  to  88  nays. 

In  the  Senate,  Mr.  Calhoun  proposed  to  withdraw  the  army  to  a 
certain  line,  and  to  station  it  along  that  line,  which^  should  therealt^ 
constitate  our  frontier,  and  the  duty  of  the  army  should  be  confined  to 
its  defence. 

1847 1         ^^^  ^^^7^  ^  Mexico  was  also  suffering  from  sidLuess.   Officers 
and  soldiers  were  falling  victims  to  disease,  and  the  difficuUiea 
and  burdens  attendant  upon  hostilities  appeared  even  greater  than  had 
been  foretold  by  opponents  of  the  war. 

It  was  under  these  drcumstauces  that  the  President  became  dis- 
couraged, and  directed  an  order  to  be  made  by  the  Secretary  of  War  for 
witbdrawing  our  troops  from  Mexico.  The  order  was  actually  made  out 
and  was  to  be  sent  to  General  Taylor  on  the  following  day,  whea  Mr. 
Benton,  learning  tilie  facts,  hastened  to  the  Presideatial  mansion,  and 
dissuaded  the  Executive  trom  a  measure  so  just  of  itself,  but  wUeh 
would  have  defeated  the  very  objects  for  which  the  war  was  coimnenoQd, 
to  wit,  the  aequMithn  of  terriiory  tntt  ulhick  to  extend  daveryj* 

No  effort  was  neglected  that  would  conduce  to  the  perfect  transfoRna- 
tion  of  our  Oovemment  to  a  daveholdlng  and  slave-supportuig  oligarchy. 
On  the  2d  March,  the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill  was 
returned  from  the  Senate  to  the  House,  with  an  amendment  grantiDg  to 
the  owners  of  slaves  on  board  the  **  Amistad^'  fifty  thousand  doUan^  as 
a  compensation  for  their  loss. 

The  reader  will  bear  in  mind  that  the  slaves,  whfle  at  sea,  had  adiieved 
their  liberty  by  killing  the  master  and  mate  of  the  vessel  and  taking 
possession  of  it,  and  finally  landed  ou  the  Connecticut  coast.  The  first 
.question  presented  in  considering  the  dahn  was,  whether  these  igaofant, 

•  TIrii  itiilCBWl  li  ■««•  iViB  tte  MtlMrily  of  Oolond  Benton  In  h^ 
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tMoAMToas  Aflncans  h^  la  eoiamon  with  the  kaman  family,  the  right 
of  ^  and  lib^tj.  For,  if  thej  had  noeiTed  Mb  right  from  the  Oreatoi', 
it  most  of  ooiirae  be  proper  and  just  for  all  men  and  all  nations,  and 
'  gofemments  and  people,  to  rapect  the  rights  with  which  t^e  Oreator 
had  endowed  them. 

When  the  amendment  came  np  for  consideration  in  the  House  of  Be- 
presentatiTes,  the  writer  mored  to  disagree  to  it,  and  briefly  asagned 
hia  reasons,  asserting  that,  in  resuming  thdr  natoral  rights  to  life  and 
fiberty,  the  slayee  merely  discharged  a  positiye  dnty,  which  they  owed  to 
themselres,  to  their  posterity  and  the  world  of  mankind  ;  and  that,  in 
elajii^  those  who  h^  them  in  bondage,  they  had  execnted  retribntiye 
justice  npon  piratical  slayedeaJers,  whose  appropriate  reward  was  the 
gallows ;  that  it  was  an  insult  to  the  laboring  men  of  the  free  Statea  to 
ask  them  to  contribnte  of  their  earnings  to  compensate  men  whose  roca- 
tion  was  a  traffic  in  hnman  flesh. 

While  the  author  was  commenting  on  the  facts  of  the  case,  the  coun- 
tenance of  Mr.  Adams  seemed  lighted  np  with  an  unusual  glow  of  ani- 
mation. He  had  sustained  a  paralytic  shock  in  December  preyions,  and 
for  a  time  was  not  expected  to  recoyer ;  but  he  possesaed  an  unnsnal 
constitution,  which  enabled  1dm  to  return  to  Washington.  He  at  all 
times  insisted  that  this  attack  constituted  his  political  and  moral  death. 
No  persuasion  could  induce  him  to  speak  or  write  for  the  public.  But 
on  hearing  this  question  debated,  he  appeared  to  forget  his  infirmity. 
His  ioye  of  truth,  justice  and  liberty  appeared  to  glow  in  eyeiy  linea- 
ment of  his  countenance. 

No  sooner  had  the  writer  closed  his  remarks  than  the  illustrious 
statesman  arose  to  speak.  Sooa  as  he  was  announced  m  possession  of 
the  floor,  members,  learing  their  seats,  gathered  in  a  dense  mass 
around  him,  to  listen  to  what  was  re^rded  by  all  as  the  last  public 
qieech  of  that  moral  hero«  Reporters  left  thdr  desks  with  pencil  and 
paper,  and  mshmg  within  the  bar,  where  they  could  hear  his  yojce,  now 
enfeebled  by  age,  endeayored  to  sketch  the  last  speech  of  the  yene- 
rable  patriot.  His  utterance  was  low,  and  his  yoioe  toemulous  ;  but  his 
theme  was  worthy  of  angels.  As  he  proceeded,  his  yoice  became  stronger 
and  his  utterance  more  distinct ;  'and  although  he  had  attained  to  the 
age  of  nearly  four  score  years,  and  was  enfeebled  by  panJysifl^  yet  he 
spoke  worthy  of  himself  and  of  his  past  life.  Southern  members,  who 
had  in  former  times  assailed  him  with  great  bitterness,  now  got  as  near 
to  him  as  pooible,  m  order  to  catch  the  last  words  of  him  whose  yoice 
had  so  often  reeounded  through  those  halls,  but  who  was  now  so  ob- 
yiously  passing  away. 


inendment  of  the  SenaU  ma  i^ketit  md  ourioi  •Imott  imaiumQittiy.* 
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And  on  two  ocouloiif  ezprtHod  fall  oplnloii  on  tanportant  qocittonf,  bat  atUnptod  no  vgonant 

Iho  deep  feeUng  which  he  entarteined  on  the  vnl^oet  of  Ubeitj  wae  DluetrAted  vhOe  Ijbf  ii|m« 
vliAlVMnppiMedtoboUideitMMd.   ▲  lev  dajoi  allv  ho  nw  atlMkod  bj  ptnlyrii  the  wHtcr 


Boon  after  he  entered  the  room  the  tttendanta  left  It,  and  alone  In  that  chamber  of  death  he  tat 
feiride  the  dylnf  itateemin,  who  at  onoe  cfwimenoed  a  eenrenailoa  upon  ttie  ■id^jeet  of  hmua 
Hjibti.  Thevritertoldhliathafthowaf  toofM#lo  to  OMVMpoMasn^eoilBv^ildihtofBdbie 
were  so  deeply  interested.  liooking  the  writer  AiUy  in  the  Cice,  he  eaid:  "  Ifj  dear  friend,  /  am 
o»  ffco  #<»ve  ^UtnmU^;  1  Aall  neTer  ioe  yon  again.  I  mut  talk  with  yon  on  tide  ■al]Jeci  wUoh 
iMifo  near  our  hoarta.**  1^  writer  made  ap  tether  ok|)eollan,aMt»pra0Mfd  Is  aoonwawtte 
which  If  yet  deeply  impreeied  npon  the  writer's  memory.  At  no  period  of  Us  Ufe  had  Mr.  Adams 
ertlhited  a  deeper  ■ollcltade  for  onr  Qovtmment,  or  for  the  rl^ti  of  wt^nMmi  Xbaa.  he  did  on  that 
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CHAPTER  XVm. 

SIBOFUKl  OF  POLmCAL  PARTIK8 — ^PKACB  WITH  MSXICO — ^IMPOBTANT  QlTEth 
TIONS  ABISINO  UPON  THE  T&EATY — THS  LAST  SLAYS  PRISON  OF  WASHING* 
TOK — ^DBATH  OF  KB.  ADAMa-^CLAQia  FOB  DEFOBTBD  SLAYZS  UNDBB  THB 
TBEAT7  OF  GHENT. 

At  the  assembling  of  the  thirtieth  CoDgress,  the  whig  party  ^^^^ 
selected  the  Hon.  Robert  0.  Winthrop,  of  Boston,  as  their  can- 
didate for  Speaker.  He  was  a  gentleman  of  education  and  an  accom- 
plished parliamentarian^  bat  he  had  exhibited  indecision  in  regard  to  the 
annexation  of  Texas,  and  after  the  outrage  had  been  perpetrated,  he 
hastened  to  avow  his  concurrence  in  the  act.  He  had  also  roted  for  the 
Mexican  war.  From  these  circumstances  some  members  were  led  to 
distrust  his  derotion  to  the  cause  of  freedom  :  and  the  Hon.  John  G- 
Palfrey,  one  of  his  colleagues,  sent  him  a  note  inquiring  whether,  if 
elected  Speaker,  he  would  so  arrange  the  committees  of  the  House  as  to 
secure  respectful  answers  to  petitions  from  the  people  of  the  free  States 
touching  slaYory  ?  To  this  kind  inquiry  Mr.  Winthrop  refused  to  give 
any  direct  answer ;  but  referred  his  colleague  to  his  past  action  as 
eYidence  of  his  future  course.  With  this  answer  Messrs.  Palfrey,  of 
Massachusetts,  Tuck,  of  New  Hampshire,  and  the  writer  were  not 
satisfied,  and  refused  to  Yote  for  hhn  although  they  had  previously  acted 
with  the  whig  party. 

Fourteen  Democrats  refused  to  vote  for  Mr.  Boyd,  of  Kentucky,  who 
was  the  oandidate  of  the  democratic  party.  Their  objection  to  Mr. 
Boyd  was  that  he  had  voted  for  the  Mexican  war  and  against  the  exclu- 
sion of  slavery  from  the  territory  proposed  to  be  obtained  from  Mexico. 

On  the  second  ballot  two  Democrats  refused  to  vote  in  order  that  Mr. 
Winthrop  mi^ht  be  dected.  His  vote  being  110,  the  refussal  of  the  two 
southern  Democrats  gave  him  precisely  a  minority  of  one  vote  and  se- 
cured his  election. 

It  was  well  understood  that  leading  Whigs  iu  the  North  and  in  the 
South  were  endeavoring  to  concentrate  the  voice  of  their  party  for 
President  upon  Qeneral  Taylor,  an  officer  in  the  American  army  who 
had  never  served  his  country  m  any  civil  capacity ;  and  whose  popularity 
had  risen  entirely  from  his  gallant  bearing  upon  the  battle-field.    To 
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sustain  him  for  tUt  high  position,  a  paper  caUed  the  "National  Whig" 
had  been  established  in  the  city  of  Washington. 

On  the  10th  December  this  paper  appeared  with  its  leader  entirelj 
deroted  to  Meflsr&'Palfirey,  Tack  and  Oiddmgs,  arraigning  them  in  Ian- 
gnage  at  once  supercilioiis  and  offensiTe,  for  daring  to  TOte  against  the 
whig  candidate  for  Speaker.  The  editor  declared  he  woold  send  two 
thousand  copies  of  the  paper  containing  this  article  into  their  districts. 
Thus  was  ttie  watchword  sent  forth  from  the  city  of  Washington  that 
these  members  were  to  be  persecuted  and  denonnced  for  maintaining 
their  indq^endenoe. 

Nor  did  the  "National  Whig"  stand  alone  in  this  work  of  detrac- 
tion. Leading  whig  papers  in  the  free  States  foUowed  the  example 
of  their  national  organ,  and  as  the  writer  had  served  long  in  Congress, 
the  weight  of  their  calumny  was  thrown  npon  him,  apparently  intending 
to  niake  an  example  of  him  in  order  to  deter  others  from  offending. 
Bat  this  attempt  to  browbeat  members  into  subjection  to  party  dicta- 
tion proved  nnfortnnate  for  the  organization  :  It  drove  many  good  men 
from  the  party  and  constituted  an  important  step  towards  its  total  dis- 
bandment.* 

But  this  party  discipline  was  carried  ont  more  perfectly  in  the  demo- 
cratic organization.  Indeed,  the  watchword  of  ** party'*  had  soperseded 
that  of  moral  troth  and  justice  in  both  oiganizations ;  and  at  that 
time  controlled  their  action.  The  slave  States  were  generally  nnited 
upon  the  support  of  slavery,  and  the  democratic  party,  ever  subservient 
to  that  institution,  held  almost  ondispnted  sway  over  the  Government 
and  nation. 

These  circumstances  contribnted  to  the  formation  of  a  third  party,  dis- 
tinctly founded  upon  those  moral  principles  on  which  the  Constitntion 
and  Qovemment  had  been  based.  But  the  anti-slavery  party^  to  which 
attention  has  already  been  called,  was  not  only  impracticable,  bat  was 
controlled  by  men  wanting  that  political  experience  necessary  to  render 
it  popular. 

These  facts  showed  clearly  that  the  new  party  must  base  its  action 
upon  the  Constitution,  and  maintain  the  rights  of  the  free  States  to 


«  Leading  papen  In  Ohio,  and  one  of  thoM  pnbBihed  In  the  dbtriet  represented  hj  the  writer, 
epenljr  prononeed  falm  "<m  apo«tol«,"  and  attacked  him  with  great  Mtteroeti  for  thua  adHnig  aft 
defiance  the  behcai  of  the  leaden  of  the  partj  in  order  to  maintain  bis  derotSon  to  moral  trath  and 
political  principle.  This  called  out  the  writer  in  Tlndlcation  of  hb  conduct,  showing  the  reasons  why- 
he  voold  not  TOte  for  Mr.  Mnthrop.  That  genUeman  feeling  aggriered,  replied  to  the  writer,  and  a 
most  unpleasant  personal  and  political  ooDtrorersy  arose  between  them,  which  oontinned  fbr  bobm 
four  or  flTs  jears,  when  Mr.  Wlnthrop,  as  the  whig  party  diminished  in  power  and  infloence,  retired 
to  prirate  Hfe. 
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be  exempt  and  entirely  free  from  the  burdens,  disgrace  and  gnilt  of 
sapporting  slavery.  The  action  of  Messrs.  Palfrey,  Tack  and  Oiddings 
in  the  election  of  Speaker  was  regarded  as  the  germ  fyom  which  the  free* 
soQ  party  of  1848  first  sprang  ;  although  neither  of  them  had  any  sach 
ihoaght  or  expectation  at  the  time  of  voting. 

The  President,  in  his  annual  message,  spoke  more  confidently  of  the 
Mexican  war,  referred  with  exaltation  to  the  victory  won  at  the  battle 
of  "  Baena  Yista,"  and  openly  avowed  his  intention  to  obtifin  from  Mexico 
territory  as  an  indemnity  for  the  vast  expenses  incurred,  reiterating 
the  mendacious  assertion  that  Mexico  had  commenced  the  war. 

The  Whigs  had  control  of  the  House  of  Representatives.  The 
Speaker  was  a  Whig,  and  the  committees  were  all  arranged  by  him  in 
such  manner  as  to  effect  the  political  objects  which  he  had  in  view. 
The  first  of  these  was  the  electton  of  General  Taylor.  But  the  next> 
which  appeared  most  important,  was  the  furnishing  to  the  democratic 
President  all  supplies  which  he  demanded  for  the  prosecution  of  the 
war,  the  devastation  of  Mexico,  and  carrying  out  the  designs  of  the 
slave  power  in  obtaining  territory  over  which  to  spvead  the  institutioii 
of  human  bondage.  The  committees  were  also  arranged  so  as  to  make 
no  reports  in  answer  to  the  respectful  petitions  of  northern  people  for 
the  abolition  of  the  coastwise  slave  trade,  of  slavery,  and  the  slave 
trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia  and  in  the  Territories.  Thus  was  the 
influence  of  both  whig  and  democratic  parties  united  for  the  extension  of 
territory,  the  strengthening  of  the  slave  power,  the  increase  of  southern 
influence,  and  preparation  of  the  slave  States  to  assert  their  indepen- 
dence, and  overthrow  the  Oovemment  which  all  had  sworn  to  support.* 

The  opening  of  this  Congress  was  marked  by  the  introduction  to  tiie 
Senate  of  Hon.  John  P.  Hale,  a  bold  and  able  drfender  of  the  constitcb 
tional  rights  of  the  free  States.  He  had  been  a  Democrat ;  but  while 
serving  in  the  House  of  Representatives  had  opposed  the  annexation  of 
Texas,  and  was  repudiated  by  his  party.  Returning  to  his  native  land, 
he  reared  the  standard  of  truth,  justice  and  constitutional  liberty,  and 
after  politically  regenerating  his  State  was  returned  to  the  Senate,  having 
richly 'earned  the  confidence  which  the  people  reposed  in  him  for  many 
years.  In  the  dignified  body  to  which  he  now  belonged  he  was  regarded 

*  When  the  writer  was  flrtt  asnUed  for  reAisIng  to  rote  for  Mr.  Wlnthrop  to  the  office  of  Speaker, 
he  foretold  In  the  most  explicit  language  thai  that  officer  would  arrange  the  oommitleee  in  the 
■lanaer  deecrlbed  in  the  text.  Friends  remonstrated  with  him  for  asserting  these  things  before  thej 
•ccorred,  saying  Mr.  Wlnthrop  wonid  not  do  it  after  his  action  had  been  thus  foretold  and 
denounoed.  Bat  the  writer  replied  that  he  well  ondentood  the  elements  of  that  gentleman^s  ndnd, 
and  that  he  did  not  poasess  the  heroism,  nor  the  moral  courage,  to  do  otherwise  than  the  writer  had 
pndlotod. 
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80  a  jrfoneer  of  a  ftitnre  oiiganuBation,  which  many  beUeved  wafl  destined 
to  sway  the  OoTernment  of  the  Bepablic. 

the  war  with  Mexico  was  so  palpably  nnjast^  that  the  deigy  of  Kew 
Bng^d,  to  the  number  of  two  thoasand  nine  hundred  and  thirty,  ad- 
dressed a  respectfiil  memorial  to  Congress,  asking  the  withdrawal  of  oar 
army,  and  that  our  Oo?«mm^t  would  offer  an  atonement  for  the  injury 
inflicted  upon  her  people.  The  memorial  was  presented  by  Mr.  Hal^ 
and  was  committed  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  who,  accord- 
ing to  the  policy  of  both  Hooses  and  of  both  the  leading  parties^  con- 
signed it  to  the  Clerk's  office,  from  which  it  was  nerer  exhomed. 
184a]  ^'  DicUnson,  of  New  York,  offered  resolutions  in  the  Senate, 
declaring  it  the  tme  policy  of  our  QoYemment  to  obtain  territory 
of  Mexico,  but  not  to  establish  or  |H>ohibit  slavery  therein.  Mr.  Yolee, 
of  Florida,  sustained  them  ;  but,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Foote,  of  Mississippii 
they  were  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Bagby,  of  Alabama,  offered  resolutions  declaring  that  ndther  the 
people  nor  the  Legislature  of  a  territory  possess  the  authority  to  prohibit 
tlayery  therein  ;  and  that  such  Legislature  has  no  authority,  excqit  such 
as  may  be  delegated  by  Congress,  and  that  Congress  has  no  power  to 
exclude  slavery  from  any  territory  of  the  United  States.  These  reeohi- 
tions,  after  debate,  were  laid  upon  the  table. 

Senator  Niles,  of  Connecticut,  presented  resolutions  from  the  Legis- 
lature of  that  State,  asking  Congress  to  prohibit  slavery  in  any  and  in 
all'  territory  that  might  be  acqdred  from  Mexico.  Mr.  Niles  had  long 
been  a  leading  Democrat  of  his  native  State  ;  had  been  honored  with  the 
confidence  of  the  Federal  E2:ecutive  ;  and  now,  on  presenting  the  reso* 
lations,  he  declared  they  spoke  the  sentiments  of  the  people  of  that 
State  and  of  himself ;  ttid  that  this  question  must  be  met,  and  advised, 
the  Senate  to  meet  it  promptly  and  justly,   . 

Mr.  Baldwin,  of  Connectient,  also  presented  resolutions,  dedariiqp 
that  it  diould  be  regarded  as  an  unalterable  law  of  every  terriUwy,  that 
neither  slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude  should  exist  therein. 

Mr.  Webster,  of  Massachusetts,  presented  a  memorial  from  the  peqple 
of  Forwardsville,  Virginia,  askmg  Congress  to  appropriate  the  publie 
lands  to  the  extinguishment  of  davery. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  having  greater  experience  than  any  other  statesman  of 
liie  South,  seemed  alone  to  comprehend  the  difficulty  which  the  dave 
power  would  bring  upon  itself  by  obtaining  territory  from  Mexico^ 
thereby  increasing  the  intenaty  of  that  controversy  which  was  already 
pending.  He  had  been  active  in  obtaining  the  annexation  of  Texas; 
for  the  purpose  of  extending  and  perpetuating  the  institution;  bat 
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be  hftd  at  all  times  insisted  tbat  it  weidd  Hot  involye  onr  natiosi  in. 
war.  When  told  by  the  adrocates  of  libertj  that,  as  Texas  was 
eagaged  in  war  with  Mexico^  the  annexation  of  the  Btate  woold 
neoesBarilj  bring  with  it  the  war  in  which  the  State  was  engaged,  he 
had  denied  the  propositibn :  Seeing  his  error  in  that  respect,  he  now 
appeared  to  comprehend  the  evils  which  most  result  from  obtain- 
ing territory,  and  to  avoid  them  he  presented  resolntions  declaring  that 
the  "conquest  of  territory  from  Mexico  would  be  contrary  to  the 
intentions  of  our  Government  in  declaring  war,  a  departure  from  its 
settled  policy,  subversive  of  our  free  and  popular  institutions  ;  and  that 
no  poli(7  should  be  adopted  tbat  would  lead  to  such  disastrous  conse- 
qoences.'^ 

In  explaining  these  resolutions,  the  distinguished  Senator  declared  his . 
original  opposition  to  the  war,  said  it  was  mmecessary,  and  asserted 
that  the  President  had  no  authority  to  order  our  army  into  the  diB> 
pated  territory,  while  Mexico  was  in  actual  posseBsion ;  and  asserted 
that  the  preamble  in  the  bill,  declaring  that  "  war  existed  by  act  of 
Mexico,  was  urUrue,  and  he  believed  would  lead  to  great  and  seriouA 
evils.*^ 

No  Senator  appeared  willing  to  take  issue  with  him,  who  had  so  long 
stood  forth  as  the  master  ruling  spirit  of  the  South.  He  now  fully  coin- 
dded  with  the  views  of  Mr.  Adams  aod  his  political  friends  touchii^^ 
the  war  and  the  consequences  growing  out  of  it.  But  the  party  had 
advanced  beyond  his  control,  and  the  sun  of  his  influence  was  evidently 
waning,  like  that  of  his  natural  life. 

The  President,  who  was  now  the  exponent  oflus  party,  did  not 
hesitate  to  assume  the  most  despotic  powers  incident  to  the  prosecutioii 
of  the  war.  Without  any  action  of  Congress,  or  authority  of  law,  he 
levied  a  tarifif  of  duties  upon  hnportations  in  all  Mexican  ports  of  which 
our  army  or  navy  held  possession,  and  the  long  obsolete  power  of  levying 
contributions  upon  captured  eitiea  was  resumed.^ 

The  President  justified  these  acts,  saying  they  were  equivalent  to  seizing 
upon  the  revenues  of  Mexico,  and  applying  them  to  the  support  of  the 
war  ;  thus  denying  that  he  was  under  obligation  to  await  tbe  action  of 
Congress  authorizing  such  procedure.  But  as  there  was  no  law  making 
the  President  or  the  officers  collecting  this  money  responsible  for  its  use, 
they  were  left  to  dispose  of  it  according  to  their  own  judgments  and 
consciences. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives^  the  war  with  its  atrocities  was  the 

•  At  Uie  time  of  writing  Uiese  f ketches,  tlie  vliole  democntfe  pftitj  are  denoofldAf  the  fMena 
Admtulftratfoii  and  repabttcaa  par^  for  iwwifteottlnt  the  property  of  rObeli. 
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theme  of  debate ;  and  as  it  had  been  commeaced  and  carried  on  for 
the  purpose  of  extending  slavery,  it  was  constantly  scmtiaized,  its  bar- 
barities and  horrors  were  held  np  to  paUie  Tiew,  and  the  popular 
hatred  of  slavery  was  increased,  and  the  conviction  that  l^e  powers 
and  inflnence  of  the  Qovernment  were  wielded  for  its  benefit  beeaane 
more  general. 

In  the  month  of  January  Mr.  PaUrey,  of  Massachnsetts,  spoke  upoa 
the  President's  message.  He  was  a  young  member,  bot  came  to  Con- 
gress with  a  high  repataiion  as  a  scholar  and  philanthropist,  having 
emancipated  a  large  number  of  skves  who  descended  to  him  by  the  death 
of  his  father,  who  resided  in  the  South.  His  speech  was  listened  to  with 
strict  attention,  and  was  characterized  by  great  ability  and  a  profound 
devotion  to  the  cause  of  truth.  Mr.  Adams  was  an  attentive  listener  to 
the  whole  of  Mr.  Palfrey's  address,  and  as  that  gentleman  resumed  his 
seat  the  venerable  ez-President,  with  a  countenance  glowing  with  intelli- 
gence, exclaimed  :  "  Tkamk  God,  the  seal  is  broken !  Massachusetts 
SPEAKS  I  '^  apparently  realizing  the  extent  of  the  victory  which  had  been 
obtained  in  behalf  of  free  speech. 

1848.  1  '^^®  treaty  of  peace  with  Mexico  brought  with*  it  a  vast  ex- 
joMtLj  tent  of  territory,  from  which  slavery  had  been  excluded  by 
Mexican  law.  The  ordaining  of  territorial  governments  in  New  Mesco 
,and  California  was  necessary,  and  the  establishment  4n,  or  exclusion 
:0f  slavery  therefrom  constituted  an  important  question  for  Congress  to 
(decide. 

The  annexation  of  Texas  had  been  urged  under  the  usual  argument 
that  it  was  necessary  to  save  the  Union.  But  the  very  act  which  southern 
statesmen  had  urged  as  necessary  to  save  the  TJnion  had  produced  agita- 
tion and  presented  more  difficult  and  more  dangerous  questions  than  had 
been  previously  agitated. 

Oregon,  California  and  New  Mexico  belonged  to  the  TTnited  States, 
but  their  status  in  regard  to  shivery  was  to  be  decided,  and  the  attention 
of  the  people  of  the  free  as  well  as  of  the  slave  States  was  intensely 
turned  to  that  question. 

In  speaking  on  this  subject,  Hon.  Jefferson  Davis,  of  Mississippi,  said : 
"The  fact  that  the  slave  is  property,  which  the  owner  may  carry  witJi 
lum  into  any  part  of  the  Union,  is  that  which  they  (the  South)  are 
desirous  to  see  recognized.  The  clause  in  the  Constitution  relative  to 
the  regulation  of  commerce  is  a  constitutional  admission  that  a  slave 
is  property.  It  is  because  slaves  are  considered  property  that  the  im- 
portation of  slaves  from  Africa  has  been  carried  on  under  this  clause 
of  the  Constitution.  The  words  slaves  or  amy  other  property  in  the  Constitu- 
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tion  are  ooDcIoslTe  on  this  point.*  If  tbe  existence  of  property  in  slaves 
be  admitted,  what  power  has  Congress  to  interfere  with  it  ?  Entering  a 
territory  with  his  property,  the  citizen  has  a  right  to  its  protection." 

A  nnmber  of  citizens  resident  in  Washington  addressed  a  memorial 
to  Congress,  asking  that  body  to  abolish  the  slave  trade  carried  on  in 
.that  city.  The  memorial  was  intmsted  to  the  wHter,  who  moved  its 
reference  to  the  appropriate  committee.  Bat  Mr.  Clingmai^  of  North 
Oarolma,  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table.  All  the  members  from  the  slave 
States,  except  Mr.  Houston,  of  Delaware,  voted  to  lay  the  memorial  on 
the  table,  together  with  the  following  members  from  the  free  States, 
to  wit: 

Maine.      .    .    .    Messrs.  Clapp,  Clark,  Hammons,  Williams,  and 

Wiley, 6 

New  Hampshibb.    Mr.       Johnson, 1 

New  York.         .   Messrs.  Birdsall,  Collins,  and  Mnrphy,      ...  3 

PEKMSYbVANiA.    .         ''     Brodhead,  Brown,  and  Ness,        ...  3 

Ohio "     Dickinson,  Kennon,  Miller,  Bichie,  and 

Sawyer, 5 

Indiana.  ...  **  Petit,  Robbinson,  and  Wick,  ....  3 
Ilunois.    ...         **     Ficklin,  McClemand,  Richardson,  and 

Smith, 4 

The  other  members  from  the  free  States  voted  against  laying  the  petition 
on  the  table  ;  the  vote  standing  92  ayes,  92  noes,  the  Speaker  voted  in 
the  negative,  and  the  motion  being  laid  over  never  more  came  before 
the  House. 

Slaveholders  regarded  themselves  as  possessmg  influence  sufficient 
t<^  insure  the  snccess  of  any  measure  fiavorable  to  the  institution  how- 
ever absurd.  Thus  the  Preddent  recommended  in  his  annual  message 
an  Impropriation  by  Congress  to  compensate  the  Cuban  slavedealers 
for  the  loss  of  aiaves,  who  asserted  thdr  liberty  on  board  the  schooner 
**  Anustad,"  to  which  the  attention  of  the  reader  has  been  thrice  directed. 
On  the  usual  motion  to  refer  the  messages  the  writer  called  attention  to 
tins  recommendation  of  the  Presid^t,  to  tax  the  laboring  freemen  of 
the  United  States  to  sustain  the  Cuban  slave  trade.    The  message  was, 

*  This  MntenM  umj  be  regarded  u  a  epeelinen  of  the  meoanej  and  logic  of  the  great  bo47 
of  eottthcm  statesmen  In  regard  to  the  existenee  of  property  fai  human  flesh.    Mr.  Davis  doabi- 
Iflss  supposed  there  vas  suoh  a  clause  In  the  OonstHatlon,  but  he  wosld  nerer  have  pat  Ibrth  the 
assertion  without  knowing  whether  It  were  tme  or  false,  had  he  supposed  that  northern  Benaton  ' 
woold  expose  his  error. 

TUs  dogma,  thai  ** stares  are  property,**  although  denied  by  the  OoDTentlon  thai  framed  thai 
Coostitntlon  and  ooosfcantl/  denied  by  CoogrsH,  has  been  as  oAea  Ueraled  and  rslterated  by  seoth* 


268  XIDKAFPDIG  IV  WASHOTOTOK. 

of  coarse,  referred,  bat  the  committee  treated  this  portion  of  it  aa  tlief 
were  accogtomed  to  treat  antirslaTeiy  petitionfl.  It  was  no  more  heard 
from. 

The  writer  was  in  the  haUt  of  attadm^  every  morement  teodiog 
to  make  slavery  a  sobject  of  national  concern*  And  the  barbarous 
character  of  the  insUtation  is  well  illnstratod  by  an  incident  tha^ 
occarred  at  his  boardmg^oose  daring  this  session  of  Congress. 

A  colored  man,  supposed  to  be  free,  with  his  wife  and  a  boy  of  sone 
ten  years  of  age,  was  serving  at  the  hoose  referred  to.  He  had  been  a 
slave,  bat  by  an  arrangement  with  his  owner,  a  widowed  lady,  he  agreed 
to  pay  three  handred  dollars  for  his  freedom.  Of  that  sum  he  held 
receipts  for  two  handred  and  forty  dollars,  and  both  he  and  his  wife 
averred  that  the  whole  amoant  within  fifteen  dollars  had  really  been 
paid,  and  he  wa^  expecting  to  pay  the  remainder  in  a  few  days.  Under 
these  circamstances  a  slavedealer  of  the  city  paid  the  owner  three  hun- 
dred dollars  and  took  from  her  a  bill  of  sde,  of  which  the  man  had  nd 
notice. 

The  slavedealer  came  to  the  hoose  where  the  man  was  at  w<^k  and 
with  two  assistants  seized  and  bonnd  Um,  and  throsting  him  into  a  hack, 
drove  away.  The  wife  and  boy  were  in  great  grief  and  consternation  at 
the  abduction. 

On  inquiry  the  writer  learned  that  the  carriage  had  been  driven  to- 
wards the  slave  prison  at  the  comer  of  Seventh  street  and  Maryland 
Avenue ;  and  with  Hon.  Abram  ft.  McDvaine,  of  Pennsylvania^  ha 
proceeded  thither  Ibr  information: 

The  eveniug  was  clear  and  the  moon  shone  pleasantly  when  they 
reached  that  abode  of  barbarous  wretchedness.  The  prison  stood 
near  the  centre  of  an  Indosort  containing  perhaps  an  acre  and  a 
half  of  land.  The  Windows  were  dark  save  6ne  in  which  a  fire  light 
flickered  dimly.  No  shrubbery  or  omamental  trees  were  to  be  seen, 
and  the  picket  fence  which  suiroanded  the  grounds  was  old  and 
dihipidated. 

As  the  writer  and  his  friend  entered  the  gate,  two  men  started  from 
the  house  apparently  to  meet  them.  As  they  an^roached,  one  of  them 
inquired  if  the  writer  and  his  friend  wished  to  see  Mr.  Williams  f  They 
responded  affirmatively.  "  He  is  not  at  home,"  sud  the  man.  "  Then  we 
win  see  his  agent,''  said  the  writer.  **  Beware  of  the  dog  I"  said  the  man. 
At  the  same  instant  a  fierce  mastiff  sprang  at  the  visitants,  but  his  chain 
was  not  of  suiltcient  length  to  permit  him  to  reach  them.  Passing 
around  to  the  left,  in  order  to  avoid  the  dog,  they  reached  the  front 
door,  at  which  ^y  rapped  loudly,  tiiere  being  no  belL    A  colored 
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serrant  responded  to  the  call.  Opening  the  door,  he  stood  in  the  dark 
passage  and  inqmred  their  business.?  They  told  him  they  wanted  to  see 
tlie  agent  of  Mr.  Williams.  Without  biddmg  them  to  walk  in  he  left, 
and  soon  the  supposed  agent  appeared.  He  was  a  laige  man,  apparently 
armed  with  bowie^idfe  and  roTolyer,  on  the  latter  of  whidi  his  right 
band  rested.  The  writer  stated  to  him  their  bosinesB.  He  replied  that 
he  "had  bought  Uhe  nigger*  and  had  paid  rix  kundred  dollars  for  him  f 
assured  them  "  the  boy  "  was  anzioos  to  go  South.  The  writer  inquired 
where  ''  the  boy  "  could  be  found.  He  answered,  '*  that  he  had  sent  him 
to  Alexandria,  that  he  was  already  on  board  the  shq;)  which  would  sail 
that  night."  On  this*  intelligence  Mr.  Mcllvaine  and  the  writer  placed 
no  reliance,  but  bidding  the  slavedealer  good  night,  walked  away. 

Passing  through  the  gate,  they  turned  to  look  at  this  "  slare-pen,'' 
standing  in  the  midst  of  our  national  metrc^lis.  All  was  dark  and 
silent.  The  whole  contour  of  the  buildings  and  grounds  appeared  m 
harmony  with  the  piratical  rocation  to  which  they  were  appropriated. 
Its  mmates,  b6th  slayedealers  and  yicthns,  appeared  to  be  isolated  from 
all  sympathy  and  association  with  the  moral  world  around  them,  as  thiey 
were  separated  physically  from  all  other  buildings  of  the  city.  As  they 
stood  gazing  at  this  monument  of  di^gracefU  barbarism,  the  writer  re- 
flected upon  the  horrors,  the  unutterable  grief,  the  despair,  agony  and 
suffering  to  which  the  victims  of  this  domestic  slave  trade  had  been  sub- 
jected within  its  walls,  lliere  an  agonized  mother,  separated  from  her 
home  and  husband,  had  been  imprisoned  with  her  two  children ;  and  as 
she  mused  upon  the  past,  and  contemplated  the  future,  her  mind  was 
wrought  up  to  frenzy,  and  in  the  madness  of  the  moment  she  seized 
upon  her  offspring  and  tore  from  them  the  life  which  Ood  had  giyen ; 
and  then  severing  the  thread  of  her  own  existence,  she  rushed  unbidden 
to  the  presence  of  her  final  judge.  Her  piratical  purdiaser,  instead  of 
abandoning  his  accursed  vocation,  prosecuted  the  former  master  for  sell- 
ing him  a  vidov^  slave,  and  instead  of  receiving  sentence  of  death  for  his 
crimes  at  the  bar  of  American  Justice,  he  obtained  indemnity  for  his  loss 
at  the  hands  of  an  American  jury. 

From  this  gloomy  i^ison  a  female  of  nineteen  made  her  escape,  in  the 
vain  hope  that  her  ^es  might  once,  more  rest  on  her  beloved  home  and 
friends  in  Yirginia  :  But  the  davedealer  and  his  asristant  immediately 
pursued  her,  and  as  she  was  crossing  the  "  long  bridge  "  south  of  the 
dty ,  they  came  in  sight  of  her,  and  called  to  some  men  at  the  opposite 
end  to  stop  her.  The  men  prepared  to  seize  her.  8he  turned  towards 
her  pursuers,  but  seemg  no  chance  for  escape,  she  leaped  upon  the  para- 
pet, and  as  an  invocation  for  mercy  escaped  from  her  lips,  she  plunged 
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into  the  dark  waters  beneath,  mad  soi^ht  from  her  heayenlj  Father  that 
mercy  which  would  save  her  from  the  fllare  trade,  which  was  then  sup- 
ported by  both  whig  and  democratic  parties.  This  slare  prison  had 
been  the  soene  of  more  crime  and  suffering  than,  the  French  Bastileb:  i 

and  as  the  writer  and  his  friend  tamed  to  leave,  they  felt  OTerwhcJmed 
with  the  oonscionsness  that  this  *'  last  slave-pen  of  Washington  City," 
this  memento  of  barbarism,  had  too  long  disgraced  oar  American  land. 
On  the  following  day  the  writer  presented  to  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives a  resolution  reciting  the  principal  facts  above  stated,  and  pro- 
viding for  the  appointment  of  a  select  committee  to  report  a  bill  li^ieal- 
ing  all  laws  of  Congress  which  authorused  the  sale  or  purchase  of  human 
bemgs  within  the  District  of  Columbia. 

A  motioi^  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table  was  made,  and  sustained 
by  all  the  members  fr<»n  slave  States,  except  Mr.  Houston,  of  Delaware, 
and  Jameson,  of  Missouri  The  members  frpm  the  free  States  voted  as 
follows : 

Maike.    Tea-^Messrs.  Clark  and  Williams, 2 

Nay — none. 
New  Hampshibs.    Tea— none. 

Nay— Messrs.  Tuck  and  Willscm, 2 

MASSACRnsEiTS.    Yca — ^none. 

Nay—Messrs.  Adams,  Abbott,  Grinnell,  Hale,  Hndsoo, 

King,  and  Rockwell, •    .    •    •    .     *l 

Rhode  Island.    Yea — none, 

Nay — ^Messrs.  Cranston  and  Thurston,  , 2 

CoNNBCTicOT.    Tea— none. 

Nay — ^Messrs.  Dixon,  Hubbard,  Rockwell,  and  Smith,      .    4 
YxBMONT*    Tea— none. 

Nay — ^Messrs.  CoUamer  and  Peck, 2 

New  York.    Yea— Messrs.  Birdsall,  Maclay,  and  Nicoll,       .    .    3 
Nay — Collins^  Conger,  Duer,  Cott,  HaU,  Homes,  Hunt^ 
Jenkins,  Kellogg,  Sidney,  Lawrence,  William  T.  Law- 
*           rence,  Petrie,  Putnam,  Rose,  St.  Jolm,  SherriU,  Sylves- 
ter, TaUmadge,  Warren,  and  White, 20 

Pennstlvanu.    Year— Messrs.  Brodhead,    C.  L  LigersoU,  and 

Brown, 3 

Nay— Messrs.  Blanchard,  Butler,  Dickey,  Eckhart,  Fa- 
relly,  Friedly,  Hampton,  J.  R  Ligersoll,  Lrwin,  McD- 

vain,  Mann,  Pollock,  Strohm, 13 

New  Jbbsey.    Yea — ^none. 

Nay — ^Messrs.  Edsall,  Gr^ry,  Hampton, 3 


ASSATTLTS  ON  THB  0LAVB  TSADB.  271 

Ohio.    Yea — Messrs.  Edwards,  Farran,  Eennon,  Miller,  Richej, 

and  Taylor,      * 6 

Nay — Messrs.  Oanbj,  Orowell,  Dickinson,  Evans,  Fisher, 
Fries,  Giddings,  Lahm,  Root,  Sawyer,  Schenck,  Yiuton,  12 
Inpiaka.    Yea — ^none. 

Nay— Messrs.  Cathcart,  Embree,  Henry,  RoekhUl,  Smith, 

and  Thompson, 6 

Illinois.    Yea — Messrs.  Ficklin  and  Riehardson,     .....    2 

Nay — Messrs.  Lincoln  and  Wentworth, 2 

MicHioAN.    Yea — none. 

•  Nay — ^Messrs.  Bingham  and  Stnart, *  ...    2    ' 

Iowa.    Yea — ^none. 

Nay — ^Messrs.  Leffler  and  Thompson, 2 

The  whole  rote  in  favor  of  iaymg  the  resolution  on  the  table,    .  85 

Against  it, 86 

At  the  announcement  of  the  Tote  great  sensation  was  yisible  among 
southern  members.  Tbey  appeared  astonished  that  northern  men 
should  dare  encourage  any  examinaHon  of  .the  crimes  attendant  upon 
the  domestic  slave  trade.  Dilatory  motions  were  next  made  and  mes- 
sengers sent  to  call  in  absent  members,  and  after  an  hour's  delay 
another  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  made,  and  carried  by  a  vote 
of  94  to  88. 

In  the  month  of  March,  Mr.  Tuck  offered  a  resolution  directmg 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of 
prohibiting  the  sale  of  persons  under  process  issuing  from  courts  of 
the  Tlnited  States,  but  was  unable  to  obtain  a  vote  upon  it :  yet 
the  result  of  these  assaults  upon  the  domestic  slave  tradts,  upon  slavery 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  in  the  Territories  of  the  Tlnited  States, 
appeared  to  be  attended  with  far  more  eifect  than  merely  defensive  mea- 
sures. 

The  consciences  of  members  vrere  appealed  to  in  regard  to  the  Mexican 
war.  Hon.  Alexander  H.  Stephens,  of  Georgia,  a  Whig,  offered  a  reso- 
lution thanking  General  Taylor,  his  officers  and  men,  for  their  gallantry 
in  prosecuting  the  war  with  Mexico.  And  the  question  whether  Con* 
gresB  would  tender  thanks  to  men  who  had  exhibited  courage  and  gal- 
lantry in  a  war  for  the  extension  of  slavery  was  presented  for  each  mem* 
ber  to  decide ;  but  181,  then  present,  voted  for  the  resolution,  the  writer 
ahne  voting  in  the  negative. 

When  the  vote  had  been  announced,  the  writer  oflfered  a  preamble 
and  resolutions,  setting  forth  that/'  the  true  honor  and  glory  of  our  Re- 
public consist  in  encouraging  education,  difihsing  intelligence  among 
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the  people,  cidtiTBtiiig  akiiowledlg«  of  tlie  artB  «id  fldeoces,  tberebjpn)- 
ipoting  the  happiness  of  mankind,  leaTing  to  other  natioDs  the  enjojmenfc 
of  the  same  rights  which  we  dahn  for  onrselTes  :  That  the  welfare  <^ 
oer  people  requires  that  we  shall  abstain  inm  all  wurs  of  ag^ressiam, 
by  which  a  spirit  of  conqnest  is  excited,  and  a  lave  of  military  htae  is 
atimolAted,  and  the  peaoefol  aTooatkms  and  moral  restaints  of  ciyii  life 
eve  forgotten :  Therefore^  reeolyed  that  the  tiianks  of  Congress  and 
the  gratitude  of  the  people  axe  doe  to  Hon.  Albert  Gallatin  for  his  dis- 
tingnished  efforts  in  the  cause  of  troth,  justice,  feece,  and  homaaitj." 

Mr.  Dunn,  of  Indiana,  mored  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table,  asd 
the  motion  was  carried  by  a  vote  of  IdS  to  45.  • 

But  the  resolution  of  thanks  to  Qeneral  Taylor,  his  officers  and  mai, 
baying  passed  the  House,  were  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence.  In 
that  body,  Mr.  Hale  opposed  their  adoption  in  an  able  qieech,  and  cm 
the  vote  being  taken  his  name  alone  was  recorded  m  the  negatire. 

For  many  years  southern  statesmen  had  urged  upon  the  Goyemment 
a  system  of  free  trade  as  a  measure  of  Justice  to  all  parts  of  the  XJniao, 
while  some  northern  members  felt  that  it  would  be  destructiyo  to  slayefy • 
Hon.  Dayid  Willmot,  of  Pennsylyaaia,  being  earnestly  in  fayor  of  free 
trade,  offered  reeolutions  declaring  that  the  expenses  of  the  Mexican 
war  ought  to  be  defrayed  by  a  system  of  dir^  iaaaiion. 

For  this  Mr.  Willmot  was  most  bitterly  assailed  by  southern  m^n- 
bers,  and  charged  with  aiming  a  blow  at  the  ''  peculiar  institutioDS  of 
the  South,''  although  he  deelared  that  in  drawmg  up  his  lesolutioUy 
Dor  in  presentiiig  them,  did  the  subject  of  slayezy  enter  his  mind.  But 
the  soathem  mind  had  become  so  excited,  that  eyery  act  of  l^iislation 
was  alloyed  or  discarded,  aooord^g  as  its  supposed  bearing  sustained 
or  detracted  from  the  influence  of  olayery. 

,^3^^  The  fifteenth,  sixteeatht  and  seyenteenth  days  of  April  were 
rendered  memorable  in  the  history  of  slayery's  r^ime :  And 
the  writer  belieyes  he  cannot  giye  the  leadw  a  better  idea  of  the  habits 
and  fbeliogs  of  Oongress,  and  of  the  people  of  our  national  metropolis, 
than  by  relatmg  the  inddents  of  those  days  somewhat  in  detail. 

On  the  morning  of  the  18th,  an  dd  schooner,  of  some  hundred  and 
fifty  tons  burden,  was  lymg  at  the  wharf  below  the  long  bridge,  on  the 
south  side  of  the  city.  She  had  discharged  her  cargo  of  wood,  and  the 
captaio,  mate,  and  crew  were  lomi£^  on  the  wharf,  apparently  waiting 
for  a  return  cargo. 

Atftcleyen  o'clock  that  Qyenmg  the  writer  was  sitting  in  his  room, 
when  a  friend  called  to  infcmn  hua  that  the  schooner  referred  to  bad 
saUed  with  some  eighty  slayee  on  board,  bound  for  the  North :  ZSie 
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writer  at  once  pronoonoed  the  ploa  iU-adyised,  and  stated  hb  apprehen- 
sions of  a  recapture.  His  friend  soon  left»  but  sleep  fled  from  his  eyes. 
To  him  it  was  an  anxious  night.  He  watched  the  winds  of  heaven,  on 
which  the  liberty  and  happiness  of  so  many  human  beings  depended. 

At  length  the  morning  dawned.  It  was  the  Sabbath.  All  was 
quiet  in  the  city,  but  the  writer's  thoughts,  eren  while  in  church,  dwelt 
upon  the  unfortunate  men  and  women  who  were  seeking  liberty. 

As  he  was  returning  from  worship,  he  was  told  that  a  large  number 
of  slaves  had  left  the  city,  but  no  trace  of  thehr  exodus  could  be  disco- 
rered.  At  night,  it  was  rumored  that  they  had  left  on  board  a 
schooner ;  that  large  bounties  had  been  bidden  for  their  recapture  and 
return ;  and  that  a  steamer  had  been  chartered,  and  had  started  In 
porsoit  of  the  fugitives.  They  had  sidled  with  a  fair  wind,  as  far  as  the 
mouth  of  the  river,  but  could  not  turn  northward,  as  the  wind  was 
against  them,  and  they  dared  not  venture  out  upon  the  ocean,  as  the 
vessePs  timbers  were  rotten.  They  therefore  cast  anchor,  and  lay  quietly 
untQ  captured  by  the  steamer ;  and  by  eight  o'clock  on  Monday  monn 
ing,  all  were  brought  back  to  the  cityi 

A  large  crowd  met  them  at  the  wharf ;  and  as  the  slave-catchers  and 
their  victims  slowly  wended  their  way  towards  the  dty  prison,  the  mass 
of  spectators  became  so  dense  that  the  police  were  called  on  to  aid 
the  piratical  slave-hunters  m  conveying  their  victims  to  the  prison.  While 
passing  through  the  most  populous  parts  of  the  city,  the  excited  mob 
proclaimed  vengeance  upon  every  friend  of  liberty.  The  writer's  name 
was  often  mentioned,  his  residence  described,  and  threats  of  violence 
were  uttered. 

Friends,  who  heard  these  imprecations,  hurried  to  inform  him.  Others 
Bent  messengers  ;  and  some  sent  notes,  warning  him  to  be  on  his  guard. 
But  Oaptain  Drayton,  and  his  mate  Mr.  Bayers,  of  the  schooner,  with 
the  e^hty4hree  negroes,  were  lodged  in  prison. 

The  two  Houses  of  Congress  met  at  the  usual  hour.  Mcmibers  ap- 
peared anxious  and  solemn,  as  if  some  great  calamity  had  befallen  the 
nation.  During  the  day,  the  writer  received  several  notes,  informing 
him  of  personal  danger  ;  and  at  night,  there  was  said  to  be  indications 
of  a  mob,  on  Seventh  street^  in  the  vicinity  of  the  General  Postoffice. 

On  Tuesday  morning,  after  reading  the  Journal,  the  writer  obtained 
tiio  floor ;  and  no  sooner  was  he  announced  by  the  Speaker,  than 
southern  members  gathered  around  him.  Soon  as  order  was  restored, 
he  asked  leave  to  present  a  resolution  and  preamble,  setting  forth 
"  that  Bpmor  represented  that  more  than  eighty  persons  were  impri- 
soned in  the  United  States  jul,  for  the  District  of  Oolumbia,  with> 
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(mt  being  cbftrged  witb  any  crime  or  olfenoe  or  impropiietj,  other  then 
an  attempt  to  enjoy  that  lAerty  for  wbich  our  fathers  had  encoonteied 
toil,  rafferiag,  and  death  itself :  and  whereas  such  jN^u^tice  is  derqgar 
toiy  to  oar  national  character,  incompatible  wiih  the  daty  of  a 
Christian  people,  and  unworthy  the  support  of  an  American  GongiVEs, 
therefore,  RtMolved,  That  a  Select  Committee  of  fire  members  be  ap- 
pointed to  inqnire  into  and  report  by  what  anthority  said  prison  is  need 
for  the  purpose  of  eonfinii^  persons  who  have  attempted  to  escape 
from  slavery?" 

Members  appeared  excited.  Mr.  Meade  objected  to  the  reading  of 
the  resolution,  and  Mr.  Hohaes,  of  South  Carolina,  proposed  an  inquiry, 
whether  **  the  scoundrels  who  induced  the  slaves  to  escape,  ought  not  to 
be  hanged  7"  But  leave  to  introduce  the  resolution  was  not  granted ; 
and  such  was  the  timidity  of  members^  that  the  writer  could  not  obtain 
the  yeas  and  nays  on*  the  question  of  leave. 

At  evening,  the  mob  again  gathered  around  the  office  of  the  *'  Na- 
tional Era,"  an  aati-slavery  paper,  and  committed  some  violence,  break- 
ing the  windows  and  window-blinds,  and  threatening  the  editor.  But 
he  behaved  with  great  firmness,  ste{^)ed  out  in  front  of  hSs  door,  and 
addressed  the  excited  mob  ;  and  by  his  coolness,  endeavored  to  prevent 
violence  and  bloodshed.'  And  aftar  a  while^  the  police  having  made 
several  arrests,  the  mob  di^rsed. 

Drayton  and  Sayers  were  in  the  prison,  and  constantly  threatened 
with  death,  by  violent  hands.  The  situation  of  those  men  rested  with 
much  weight  upon  the  writer's  mmd  daring  the  night,  and  he  detennined 
to  visit  them  at  the  earliest  suitable  hour  in  the  morning.  Soon  aa 
breakfast  was  over  on  Wednesday,  he  started  for  the  priaos,  bnt 
called  to  invite  Mr.  Hale  of  the  Senate  to  go  with  him ;  that  ga^ 
tleman  was  not  in,  and  the  writer  passed  on  to  the  offige  of  the 
''  National  Era,"  hoping  to  find  him  there.  As  he  f^profkdied  the 
building,  the  broken  window-blinds  and  windows  gave  unmistakable 
evidence  of  the  mob  during  the  previous  night  He  found  the  editor, 
Dr.  Bailey,  at  his  table,  writing  a  manifesto  addressed  to  the  pobiiCy 
which  he  intended  to  pablish  that  day.  Dr.  Bailey  djected  to  Ae 
writer's  going  to  the  jail,  saymg  he  might  find  it  more  dangeroos  than 
he  expected.  Bnt  he  met  with  the  Hon.  Lawrenee  Brainard,  a  Senator 
from  Yermont,  who  proposed  to  gp  witdi  him,  and  who  behaved  with 
perfect  coohiesB  and  firmness  dmog  their  visit  to  the  prison.  Hon.  E. 
S.  Hamlm,  of  Ohio,  formeriy  a  member  of  the  House  of  Bepresenta- 
.tives,  also  accompanied  them. 

As  they  reached  the  prison,  they  found  a  sentinel  in  the  yard  outside 
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the  door,  to  whom  tliej  gare  their  namefl,  and  the  ol^t  of  their  Tisit: 
After  some  delay  they  were  admitted,  and  foond  the  vestibiile  of  the 
prison  filled  with  men,  most  of  whom  were  said  to  be  Blaredealers.  At 
the  foot  of  the  stairs  they  passed  through  aa  iron  gate^  which  the  jailer 
locked,  and  gaye  the  key  to  the  guard  stationed  thinre ;  and  ascending  the 
stairs,  they  passed  through  another  iron  gate,  which  admitted  them  to  the 
hall  into  which  the  cells  of  Drayton  and  Sajers  opened.  Through  the 
grated  doors  the  writer  spoke  to  those  men,  stating  his  name  and  posH 
tion,  assnring  them  that  he  had  come  to  inform  them  that  they  would  not 
be  lynched  as  the  slaveholders  threatened,  but  they  wonl^  have  a  regolar 
trial,  and  that  friends  would  see  their  legal  rights  protected.  They  had 
been  in  great  distress,  not  knowing  their  fate ;  and  on  hearing  the  voice 
of  friendship  and  kindness,  they  were  melted  to  tears. 

While  conversing  with  them,  a. mob  obtained  the  key  to  the  lower 
gate,  and  ascending  the  stairs^  called  on  the  writer  to  retire  immediately, 
or  his  life  would  be  in  danger.  He  qpoke  kindly,  saying  he  should 
soon  be  through  with  his  business,  and  would  then  accompany  them 
down  stairs.  But  the  jailer  assured  them  that  the  writer  should  not 
leave  the  hall»  until  they  returned  and  delivered  up  the  key  of  the  lower 
gate  to  the  guard.  The  writer  continued  to  converse  with  Drayton  and 
Sayers,  and'the  jailer  induced  the  mob  to  retire  down  stairs  to  the 
vestibule. 

After  he  had  concluded  his  conversation  with  the  two  prisoners,, 
he  looked  into  the  other  rooms,  which  were  occupied  by  shives  and 
slavedealers,  who  were  examining  their  victims.  They  then  descended 
to  the  lower  gate,  where  the  mob  in  the  vestibule  appeared  to  be  highly 
ezdted.  The  jailer  hesitated  in  permitting  them  to  pass  through  the 
gate,  into  the  presence  and  within  the  power  of  the  mob ;  but  he  was 
directed,  in  a  voice  of  kindness,  to  kt  them  pass  through.  The  mass  of 
beings  htfort  them  was  dense  and  highly  enraged,  uttering  profane  hn- 
precations  against  the  writer  and  all  abolilionistsL  The  jailer  opened 
the  gate,  and  they  passed  through  among  the  crowd,  which  pressed  back 
and  opened  a  narrow  defile  through  which  the  writer  and  his  two  friends 
passed  to  the  door,  and  soon  found  themselves  in  the  jail  yard  from 
whence  tiiey  entered  tiie  street ;  and  the  writer  went  directly  to  the  Hall 
of  Repreeentatives,  where  he  found  his  friends  anxious  in  regard  to  his 
safety,  having  learned  that  he  had  gone  to  visit  the  prisoners  at  the 
jaiL  To  them  he  rdated  the  incidents  that  had  occnrred,  and  when  the 
House  was  called  to  order,  Mr.  Palfrey,  of  Massachusetts^  oflEered  the 
following  preamble  and  resolution : 

"  Wkerm$  oonmion  report  represents  that  a  lawks  mob  baa  as- 
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•embled  within  the  District  of  Colambia,  on  each  of  the  two  nights 
last  past,  and  has  committed  acts  of  violence,  and  set  at  defiance 
the  constituted  authorities  of  the  United  States,  menacing  indiyidoals  of 
this  body,  and  other  persons  reeoding  in  the  city,  therefore, 

''  Resclvedf  That  a  Select  Oommittee  of  fire  members  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  facts  referred  to,  and  to  report  their  opinion  whether 
further  legislation  is.necesssrj  or  expedient  in  the  premises  ;  and  further, 
that  they  have  leave  to  sit  during  the  ses^ons  of  the  House.'' 

The  resolution  involving  a  question  of  privilege,  took  pr  jccdence  of 
all  other  business,  and  an  excited  debate  arose  upon  it.  South- 
ern members  appeared  to  be  sincere,  in  the  opinion  that  the  fogitire 
(riaves  had  committed  a  grievous  wrong  in  leaving  the  service  of  their 
masters,  and  that  those  who  aided  them  in  their  attempt  to  escape  had 
been  guilty  of  crime.  They  did  not  stop  to  reason  ;  but  assuming  that 
the  captain  and  mate  of  the  vessel  had  placed  themselves  beyond  human 
sympathy,  they  spoke  of  the  writer's  visit  to  them  as  itself  a  violation 
of  law,  and  an  act  which  rendered  him  an  outlaw,  and  with  an  air  of 
arrogance  he  was  asked  publicly  before  the  House  whether  he  had  not 
visited  the  prisoners  f  He  replied  that  he  had  visited  them,  not  merely 
because  he  possessed  the  moral  and  legal  right  to  do  so  ;  but  he  had 
done  it  fhnn  a  sense  of  imperative  duty,  firom  the  performance  of 
which  he  had  not  been  and  never  should  be  deterred  except  by  podtive 
force. 

They  appeared  surprised  at  these  views,  and  bne  of  them,  >tr. 
Haskell,  of  Tennessee,  at  once  inquired  whether  the  writer  believed  it 
morally  right  for  a  slave  to  leave  the  service  of  his  master  ? 

Astonished  at  the  question,  he  replied  that  he  believed  with  Jefferson 
and  the  Republican  fathers  "  that  all  men  hdd  from  the  Creator  equal 
rights  to  live  and  to  enjoy  Uherty:  That  whenever  an  individual  stepped 
between  God  and  his  Mow-men  to  deprive  them  of  this  right,  he  does  tf 
at  his  peril:  That  it  was  not  only  the  right  of  the  oppressed  to  obtain 
their  liberty  at  the  earliest  moment  they  could  do  so,  even  by  slaying 
their  oppressof,  but  it  was  their  unquestioned  duty  to  do  so,  even  to  the 
taking  of  the  life  of  every  man  who  opposed  them.''  Mr.  Haskell  replied 
.  that  the  writer  "  ought  to  be  hanged  as  high  as  Haman,  bat  that  his 
effrontery  was  so  much  beyond  his  own  conception  he  would  interrogate 
him  no  farther."    The  debate  occupied  the  entire  day. 

While  this  subject  was  agitating  the  House,  Mr.  Hale,  in  the  Senate, 
asked  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  prevent  riots  and  unlawful  assemblages 
in  the  city  of  Washuigton,  on  which  a  very  exciting  debate  arose  in 
that  body,  and  at  the  dose  of  the  day  it  was  difficult  to  say  whether  the 
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excitement  was  most  intensified  in  the  Senate,  in  the  Honse  of  Ilepr»>| 
sentatives,  or  in  the  citj. 

Mr.  Calhoon  was  the  first  to  denonnoe  Mr.  Hale's  motion,  and  with 
great  solemnity  spoke  of  the  slave  question  as  the  one  most  likely  to 
dissolve  the  Union.  He  referred  to  aU  men  who  offered  resistance  to 
the  slaveholding  policy  as  demagognes,  and  dangerous  to  the  Goyem* 
ment.  He  appeared  to  entertain  no  doubt  that  it  was  the  constitutional 
and  moral  duty  of  those  who  wielded  the  QoTernment  to  sui^ort  and 
extend  slavery. 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Mississippi,  pronounced  the  bill  of  Mr.  Hale  to  prevent 
mobs,  to  be  a  "  bill  to  protect  incendiaries  and  kidnappers."  Mr.  Foote, 
of  Mississippi,  charged  Mr.  Hale  with  complicity  in  the  escape  of  slaves, 
and  declared  if  he  would  come  to  his  State,  "  ke  should  be  hanged  by  a 
9u>b  to  the  first  convetdetU  tree  /'  but  Mr.  Hale  bore  himself  with  coolness 
and  decided  ability,  meeting  his  assailants  at  every  point  with  facts, 
arguments,  and  logic,  that  could  not  be  resisted  by  human  reason. 

On  the  following  morning  "  The  Union,''  a  newspaper  published  in 
the  city  of  Washington,  beii^  the  Administration  organ,  contained  an 
article  asserting  that  the  excitement  in  the  city  had  been  greatly  increas- 
ed  by  the  efforts  of  Mr.  iGfiddings  and  others  to  lend,  aid  and  comfort  ^ 
and  counsel  to  the  white  prisoners  Drayton  and  Sayers  :  That  the  aboli- 
tion incendiaries,  Hale  and  Giddings,  had  thrown  firebrands  into  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress,  which  had  produced  an  excited  debate  in  each  of 
those  bodies.  It  stated  that  Mr.  Giddings  justified  the  kidnappers,  de- 
claring that  although  the  act  was  legaUtf  forbidden,  it  wsis  morally  right. 
Mr.  Hale,  in  the  Senate,  expressed  himself  willing  to  relax  the  laws 
and  weaken  the  protection  given  to  slave  property  in  the  District.  Ixh- 
deed,  the  whole  article  was  calculated  to  direct  the  violence  of  the  mob 
towards  Messrs.  Hale  and  Giddings. 

At  the  reassembling  of  the  Senate  on  the  following  day,  that  body 
passed  to  the  ordinary  business  of  legislation,  and  bestowed  no  further  at- 
tention to  the  question  which  occupied  the  previous  day.  But  the  House 
resumed  the  debate  on  Mr.  Palfrey's  resolution  with  increased  %ii4tgj» 
The  discussion,  however,  was  no  longer  confined  to  one  side.  Mr.  Boot, 
of  Ohio,  a  man  of  unusual  powers  in  debate,  always  bold  and  gentle- 
manly, exposed  with  perfect  fearlessness  the  despotism  which  southern 
members  were  endeavoring  to  establish. 

While  this  debate  was  progressing,  one  Hope  H.  Slatter,  of  Balti- 
more, a  slavedealer,  having  purchased  some  fifty  of  the  slaves  who  had 
attempted  to  escape,  marched  his  victims  from  the  jail  to  Pennsylvania 
Avenue,  and  along  that  court  street  of  the  city  to  the  raAroad  depot, 
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which  then  stood  on  the  aTemie  sear  the  Tjber.  The  scene  was  de»> 
cribed  by  those  who  saw  it  as  trnlj  heartrending.  In  the  moornM 
procession  were  fathers  and  mothers,  brothers  and  sisters,  sons  and 
daughters,  bidding  a  final  adien  to  their  parents  and  Mends,  to  all  they 
held  dear  on  earth,  conscioos  that  they  were  on  their  way  to  sonthem 
markets  ;  "  tikat  hmmtfrom  whence  mo  da/vt  rdunuP  It  was  said  that 
all  hearts  were  pained  and  all  eyes  snffhsed  with  tears,  save  those  of 
the  daredeakr  and  of  the  chaplin  to.  the  Honse,  Rer.  Hecry  Slicer, 
whose  countenance  appeared  bland  and  smiling  as  he  entered  the  car, 
and  walkii^  between  the  agonised  victims,  greeted  Slaiter,  shaking  him 
cordially  by  the  hand,  and  then  tamed  aside  to  reprore  one  of  the  men 
sitting  near,  a  member  of  the  same  denomination  to  which  Slicer  be- 
longed, fcNT  haying  attempted  to  regain  his  liberty.  Indeed  it  was 
asserted  that  Slicer  had  administered  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord^ 
Slipper  to  this  man  a  few  days  previoosly  :  And  now  amid  the  agbs 
and  groans,  agony  and  despair,  the  clanking  of  chains,  the  prayers  of 
▼ictims,  and  ^e  profanity  of  assistant  slaredealers,  Slicer  was  adminis- 
tering Christian  reproof  to  a  member  of  his  own  chnrch  for  attempting 
to  regain  the  rights  which  God  had  given  him. 

On  the  following  day,  as  the  Honse  was  called  to  order  and  the 
chaplain  ascended  the  desk  and  spread  his  hands  in  the  attitnde 
of  prayer  to  invoke  the  blessing  of  God,  members  appeared  disgnsted 
at  the  sacrilegtoos  hypocrisy,  and  one  of  them,  putting  on  his  hat^ 
began  to  swear  as  Slicer  began  to  pray  ;  and  while  the  latter  invoked 
the  blessing  of  God  upon  members,  one  of  them  called  on  the  same 
Almighty  Being  to.  damn  such  preachers,  and  most  of  those  present 
appeared  to  feel  that  the  prayer  of  one  and  the  cnrses  of  the  other 
were  about  equaUy  efficacious.  If  the  reader  should  r^ret  that  these 
details  are  placed  on  record,  the  writer  begs  leave  to  say  this  work  is 
not  designed  to  keep  jfocts  out  of  view,  but  to  transmit  as  nearly  as 
possible  to  posterity  the  incidents  of  that  day  shnply  as  they  transpired 

It  had  now  become  evident  that  southern  members  were  satisfied  that 
bluster  and  arn^ance,  and  threats  of  dissolving  the  Union  were  operating 
against  them,  and  that  the  sooner  the  debate  was  closed  the  better  for 
the  interests  of  slavery.  The  writer  saw  that  if  he  spoke  on  the  subject 
he  must  do  so  on  that  morning.  Although  the  object  of  constant  as- 
sault, he  had  forborne  to  speak,  desirous  of  hearing  his  opponents  fully 
before  he  attempted  to  answer  them.  The  debate  had  lasted  three  days, 
and  in  the  opinion  of  the  writer  was  the  most  profitable  to  the  nation 
that  had  ever  occurred  in  Congress  ;  and  whether  his  own  speech  was 
just  or  unjust  to  his  of^onents  or  to  himself,  he  thinks  he  never  addressed 
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tfte  House  under  circamstanoes  more  &Torable.  The  principal  charao- 
terotic  of  the  speech  was  its  independence  of  thought  and  expression. 
The  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table  :  And  it  is  beliered  that  this  at- 
tempt was  the  last  put  forth  by  the  slave  power  in  Congress  to  silence 
the  voice  of  northern  philanthropj  bj  arrogant  bluster  and  supercilious 
attempts  at  intimidation. 

While  the  writer  was  speaking,  a  note  from  a  friend  was  placed  before 
faim,  saying  that  the  "  Edmundson  sisters''  and  brother  were  among  the 
victims  purchased  by  the  slaredealer  Slatter.  The  brother  had  called  on 
the  writer  a  few  days  before  to  obtain  from  him  letters  of  commendation 
to  northern  philanthropists,  for  the  purpose  of  soliciting  contributions  to 
redeem  his  two  sisters.  His  complexion  was  light,  his  features  were 
Oaucasian,  his  phrenological  deyelopment  bespoke  a  high  order  of  talent, 
his  language  was  good  and  his  deportment  and  bearing  gentlemanly. 
fie  said  iie  had  seven  hundred  dollars  in  money  and  could  leave  slavery 
on  any  day  as  he  commanded  his  own  time,  paying  his  master  for  it ; 
**  But,''  said  he,  "  /  never  toiU  forsake  those  sisters."  Nor  did  he.  He 
was  in  the  procession,  walking  by  their  side,  at  the  time  referred  to  ; 
and  while  surrounded  with  indescribable  suffering  he  appeared  absorbed 
in  thought,  anxious  only  to  soothe  and  comfort  the  sisters  to  whom  he 
was  devotedly  attached.  That  manly  form  now  toils  beneath  the  lash, 
or  AeejpB  in  a  servile  grave.  The  sisters  were  redeemed  by  northern 
philanthropists  at  an  extravagant  price.  The  family  was  said  to  have 
been  one  of  the  most  talented  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  and  the  writer 
folly  concurs  in  that  opinion.'*' 

On  the  3d  April  Mr.  Cummins,  of  Ohio,  a  Democrat,  ofiPered  to  the 
ebDflideration  of  the  House  a  series  of  resolutions  congratulating  the 
-French  people  upon  the  success  of  their  then  recent  revolution  and 
4eodering  them  the  sympathy  of  our  Government.  The  House  sus- 
|»nded  its  rules  for  the  purpose  of  considering  these  resolutions,  to 
which  many  of  the  whig  members  were  opposed. 

Hr.  Adunan,  of  Massachusetts,  proposed  an  amendment  declaring 
our  full  and  hearty  sympathy  in  the  pledge  of  the  French  nation  for  the 
immediate  emancipation  of  slavery  in  the  French  colonies.  To  this 
Amendment  Mr.  Schenck,  of  Ohio,  proposed  to  add  the  following  words, 
"  recognizing  as  we  do  the  cardinal  republican  principle  that  there  shaU 

*  A  few  dajB  ntMeoQcntly  to  tiia  leene  dBMrfbad  In  ttte  text,  tti«  vrflCTi  on  opening  a  letter  from 
Hev  York,  took  from  it  a  draft  for  nine  hundred  dolUri.  The  letter  wm  signed  **  A  Grandton 
^  Jckn  JoMh  A9tor^*^  who  had  been  one  of  the  weAttldeft  men  In  New  York.  In  hie  letter  he 
deelred  the  money  to  be  need  for  the  redemption  of  the  Edmnndson  sbten.  The  whole  Mnonot 
li'.oeiry  to  redeem  them  was  made  ap,  and  the  alBten  were  redeemed  and  robeeguenUjr  educated 
•tOberlln  College,  Ohio. 
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le  nather  davery  nor  ivnolvmianf  serviiude  txeept  for  crim*^  Thaa  Wto 
the  House  again  at  onee  precipitated  upon  the  discoBBion  of  the  solgect 
of  human  bondage. 

Similar  resolutions  had  been  offered  in  the  Senate,  to  which  Mr.  Hale 
offered  a  similar  amendment,  and  that  body  and  the  House  of  Bqire- 
sentatires  were  thus  simultaneouslj  engaged  in  discussing  the  primal 
truths  on  which  governments  are  instituted.  After  several  dajs  of 
earnest  debate  in  both  Houses,  the  resolutions  were  adopted :  Bat  Mr. 
Palfrey  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote,  and  on  that  motion  delivered 
one  of  the  ablest  speeches  of  the  session. 

In  the  course  of  this  debate  the  fugitive  slave  act  qC  1850  was  very 
thoroughly  examined,  and  members  appeared  satisfied  that  no  man  nor 
officer  of  the  free  States  was  under  any  constitutional  obligation  to  aid 
in  the  arrest  or  return  of  fugitive  slaves :  And  that  if  such  fi^trre 
were  to  slay  his  master  and  all  others  who  opposed  his  escape,  there 
was  no  law  to  punish  him. 

In  following  these  consecutive  events  we  have  failed  to  mention  in 
chronological  order  the  death  of  the  venerable  Ex-President  Adams, 
who  had  so  long  stood  forth  as  the  leader  of  freedopi's  hosts.  His 
lamp  of  life  had  long  seemed  faintly  to  flicker  in  the  socket.  He  often 
expressed  to  •the  writer  and  others  his  oonsdousness,  to  use  his  own 
words,  of  standing  "  upon  the  verge  of  eternity,"  and  in  continuing  his 
diary  he  termed  his  own  writings,  after  the  paralytic  shock  referred  to 
heretofore,  as  ''posthumous,"  saying  he  was  morally  and  politically  and 
almost  physicaUy  dead  :  Tet  he  continued  cheerfiil  and  exhibited  as  great 
a  degree  of  interest  in  the  cause  of  human  rights  as  he  had  ever  done. 
isiflL]  ^°  ^^  morning  of  the  21st  February  he  was  in  his  seat  at  the 
usual  hour  of  commoicing  business.  The  writer,  as  was  his  cus- 
tom, inquired  concerning  his  health.  He  shook  hands  with  his  accus- 
tomed cordiality,  while  his  ordinary  smile  seemed  faintly  to  light  iq>  his 
countenance. 

When  the  House  proceeded  to  business  he  resumed  his  pen.  He 
had  commenced  an  apostrophe  to  the  Genius  of  History,  which  was 
represented  by  the  recording  angel  sitting  on  the  clock  of  tune  at 
the  front  entrance  of  the  hall,  when  he  was  suddenly  seized  with  aa 
apoplectic  fit,  was  carried  to  the  rotunda  in  apparently  an  unconscious 
state  and  laid  upon  a  sofa.  While  there  he  gave  utterance  to  those  last 
words  so  often  quoted.:  ''  This  is  the  last  of  earth,  but  I  am  prepared."* 

•  Tbe  writer  here  giret  ttie  words  u  be  then  understood  them,  but  the  eommltteo  appobted  to 
arnuige  the  Mineral  ceremonies  reported  his  last  words  to  be,  '^  this  is  the  Uist  of  aartti,  hot  I  an 
OMiltffU.**    The  word  cotiUtU  the  writer  betteres  was  seldom  oied  bf  Mr.  Adama. 
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He  was  soon  after  remoTed  to  the  Speaker's  room,  where  he  laj  ap> 
parently  nnconscious  on  that  and  the  following  day,  and  at  a  quarter 
past  seven  o'clock  on  the  23d  he  departed  to  his  final  rest. 

Another  subject  connected  with  sUvery  attracted  attention  near  the 
cUmm  of  this  session  of  Congress.  In  the  long  pending  controTersj  bo* 
tween  our  Government  and  Great  Britain  concerning  deported  slaves 
under  the  first  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent,. a  list  of  the  slaves 
claimed  to  have  been  lost  was  made  out  and  presented  to  the  British 
Ministry. 

This  list  was  subsequently  found  to  be  fraudulent,  containing  the  names 
of  a  large  number  of  imaginary  slaves  who  never  had  existence  :  But  it 
had  been  made  the  basis  of  n^otiations,  and  our  Government  was  not 
only  used  as  the  instrument  for  supporting  slavery,  but  it  was  disgraced 
by  a  petty  fraud  unworthy  of  honest  or  honorable  men. 

After  the  money  was  obtamed  from  England,  the  claimants  being  held 
to  strict  proof  as  to  the  loss  of  slaves,  and  all  such  being  paid  for,  there 
were  several  thousand  dollars  remaining  in  the  treasury.  The  money 
properly  belonged  to  the  British  Government,  but  no  movement  to  refund 
it  was  made. 

A  Mr.  Hodges,  of  Maryland,  now  petitioned  Congress  for  indemnity 
lor  a  slave  who  left  the  country  on  board  a  British  ship  In  1814.  The 
petitioner  had  not  filed  his  claim  under  the  treaty,  nor  did  it  come  within 
treaty  stipulations ;  but  finding  this  money,  which  had  been  obtained 
under  pretence  that  the  British  navy  had  carried  away  a  greater  number 
of  slaves  than  had  actually  left  their  masters,  he  called  on  Congress  to 
pay  him  for  the  loss  of  his  human  chattel  from  the  money  to  which 
xieither  he  not  the  Government  had  any  moral  right. 
.  The  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  who 
had  been  appointed  by  a  whig  Speaker  (Mr.  Winthrop).  Six  members 
of  that  committee  were  from  the  firee  States,  to  wit :  Mr.  Smith,  of 
Connecticut ;  C.  I.  Ingersoll,  of  Pennsylvania ;  Marsh,  of  Vermont ; 
Duer,  of  New  York  ;  McClellan,  of  Michigan,  and  Duncan,  of  Massa- 
chusetts. While  Messrs.  BJiett,  of  South  Carolina  ;  Hilliard,  of  Ala- 
bama, and  Pendleton,  of  Yirginia,  represented  the  slave  States. 

This  committee,  apparently  without  a  dissenting  voice,  reported  a  bill 
to  pay  for  this  slave,  and  when  it  came  before  the  House  it  was  admitted 
hj  aU  that  the  slave  was  not  embraced  in  the  treaty  nor  in  the  subse- 
quent negotiation. 

2d.  That  the  treaty-making  power  could  impose  no  obligation  upon 
Congress  to  interfere  in  support  or  in  the  abolition  of  slavery. 

8d.  It  was  urged  that  slaves  were  not  property,  and  that  no  human 
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legislation  coold  confer  anj  mortl  right  on  one  man  to  hold  anotiier  as 
property. 

4th.  That  it  was  disgracefhl  to  onr  Government  for  Congress  to  l^ia- 
late  upon  the  price  of  God's  image. 

Bat  although  the  whig  party  was  then  in  power  in  the  Honse  of  Re* 
presentatires,  this  bill  was  sanctioned  by  the  committee  of  the  whole 
body,  and  when  it  came  into  the  Bonse,  the  Mends  of  liberty  conld  not 
induce  one^fth  of  the  members  to  TOte  for  the  Yeas  and  Nays,  and  the 
bill  received  it^  third  reading  and  final  passage  without  leaving  any  re- 
cord showing  who  voted  for,  or  who  against  it :  Northern  members  dared 
not  record  their  votes  for  the  bHI,  and  were  afraid  to  vo\e  against  it. 

On  the  14th  August  Congress  adjourned,  having  spent  more  time  in 
the  discnasion  of  slavery  and  questions  connected  with  that  institation, 
than  had  been  appropriated  to  that  subject  at  any  former  session. 
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CHAPTER   XIX 

THS  8JUVX  TRAOS  IN  1HB  mSTBICT  OF  OOLUXBU  fiUaSBAIlf  ED— PBOPBBIT  XW 
HUMAN  FLB8H  DECREED — ^THB  MOKENTOUS  ISSUE  ON  EXTENDING  BLA^VKT 
INTO  THE  TSmarOBIES  DVCIDSD. 

DuBiNo  the  reoeas  of.  Ooi^ress  the  Presidenlial  election  took  ^^ 
phice.  The  Mends  of  Mr.  Yan  Boren  had  be^  mortified  and 
dissatisfied  with  his  defeat  in  1840.  He  had  serred  but  one  term,  while 
ererj  sonthem  President  had  been  redleoted.  His  friends  determined 
to  nominate  him  again.  Bat  he  had,  while  serving  as  President,  ad- 
mitted the  oonstitational  power  of  Congreas  to  abolish  slarery  in  the 
District  of  Oolumbia,  and  had  refosed  to  hold  diplomatic  correspondence 
with  the  authorities  of  Texas  concerning  the  annexation  of  that  conn- 
try,  beliemg  anch  an  act  would  be  onconstitationaL  Sonthem  states- 
men allowed  no  faltering  among  their  professed  friends,  and  Mr.  Yan 
Buren  was  defeated  by  southern  influence  in  the  nominating  conrention, 
at  which  his  friends  were  greatly  (tended*  They  nominated  General 
Cass,  howeyer,  who  was  a  northern  man. 

The  Whigs  nominated  General  Taylor,  trusting  to  his  military  eharao- 
ter  to  secure  his  election  :  But  he  was  a  large  slaveholder  and  unaccept- 
able to  the  advocates  of  liberty.  Indeed,  they  would  not  support  either  ; 
feeling  that  the  time  had  fully  come  when  a  distinctive  organization 
should  be  formed  upon  such  principles  as  would  lead  to  the  separation 
of  the  Government  and  the  free  States  from  the  support  of  slavery.  A 
large  convention  assembled  at  Buffalo,  and  adopting  a  platform  of  doc- 
trines, they  nominated  Mr.  Yan  Buren  as  their  candidate,  who  unhesi- 
tatingly pledged  himself  to  the  principles  enunciated.  His  democratic 
friends  supported  him,  and  by  that  means  General  Cass  was  defeated, 
and  General  Taylor  was  elected  President. 

The  democratic  party  now  stood  humbled  before  the  country  in  conse- 
quence of  its  devotion  to  slavery  ;  while  the  Whigs  held  the  executive 
branch  of  government  solely  because  of  the  divisions  in  the  democratic 
ranks.  Tliere  was  yet  no  distinct  issue  between  these  two  organizations  : 
Neither  professed  to  draw  any  diatmction  between  slavery  and  freedom^ 
between  tte  barbarism  of  oppression  and  Christian  civilization,  between 
right  and  wrong.   The  whig  pari^came  into  power,  but  reflecting  states- 
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men  foresaw  that  its  disbandment  was  near  at  hand,  as  they  had  united 
npon  no  distinctive  principle  on  which  thej  coold  rallj,  after  the  offices 
shoold  be  distribated  and  ezecntive  favors  granted. 

The  advocates  of  liberty  were  known  as  "  Free-soilers,"  from  the  fact 
that  they  advocated  freedom  of  the  soil  wherever  Congress  held  exclu- 
sive jarisdiction.  They  had  broken  the  prestige  of  the  democratic  party, 
and  now  looked  to  the  breaking  np  of  the  whig  organisation  with  great 

^  vW"")       confidence. 

V  ^    .  A  •    '     Under  these  drcnmstances  Congp'ess  assembled ;  and  early  in  December 
^cK      ^  '  Mr.  Palfrey  asked  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  repeal  all  acts,  and  snch 
^   l^  ^1  parts  of  any  and  of  all  acts  of  Congress  which  anthorize  the  existence 
[or  support  of  slavery  or  the  slave  trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia.^ 

*^^  "^  The  intention  of  this  motion  was  to  place  before  the  country  the  fact 

that  both  political  parties,  whig  and  democratic,  were  wielding  the  power 
of  the  Oovernment  for  the  maintenance  of  slavery  and  the  slave  trade^ 
while  they  constantly  denied  that  the  Oovernment  or  free  States  were  in 
any  way  interested  or  concerned  in  that  institution.  On  Mr.  Pal- 
frey's motion,  all  the  members  from  the  slave  States  voted  against  leave 
to  introduce  the  bill,  together  with  the  followmg  members  from  the  free 
States: 

Nbw  York.    .    Mr.  Sherril 1 

Pknnstlvania.    Messrs.  Brady,  Brown,  C.  I.  Ingersoll,  Irwin,  Le- 
vin, Mann,  and  Strong 7 

Omo.    .    .    .    Messrs.  Eennon  and  li^er % 

Indiana.    •    .  ''     Robbinson  and  Thompson % 

Ilunois«    •    •  ''      Ficklm,  Lincoln,  McClemard,  Richardson,' 

and  Smith ...    5 

Iowa.    .    .    .    Mr.  Leffler 1 

Wisconsin.    .      "    Lynde 1 

Maine.  .    .    .    Messrs.  Clark  and  Wiley 2 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  only  twenty-one  members  from  the  free 
States,  all  but  one  of  whom  were  Democrats,  were  willing  to  place  their 
names  on  record  distinctly  in  fovor  of  maintaining  slavery  and  the  olave 
trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  while  J;he  following  members  put  their 
names  on  record  in  favor  of  the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the  slave  trade 
in  said  District,  to  wit : 

Maine.      .    .    .    Messrs.  Belcher  and  Smart % 

New  Hampshire.  "    Peaslee,  Johnson,  and  WiUaon      ...  3 

Massachuseits.  .  "    Abbott,  GrinncU,  Hale,  King,  Palfrey, 

and  Rockwell 6 
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Vermont. 
Connecticut. 
Rhode  Island. 
New  Tobk.  • 


New  Jkrset. 

Pennsylvania. 


Ohio. 


Indiana.  . 
Illinois.  . 
Michigan. 
Iowa. 

Wisconsin. 


Messrs.  CoIIamer,  Henrj,  and  Marsh    .         .    .    3 
*'    Dixon,  Habbard,  Xtockwell,  and  Smith    .     4 

"    Cranston  and  Thurston 2 

"  Blackmer,  Conger,  Gott,  Greeley,  Hall, 
Holmes,  Kellogg,  W.  T.  Lawrence,  Sid- 
ney, Lawrence,  Lord,  McMellan,  Mar- 
vin, Mnllen,  Nelson,  Petrie,  Putnam, 
Reynolds,  Rumsey,  St.  John,  Silvester, 
Sllngerland,  Starkweather,  Tallmadge, 

Warren,  and  White 26 

"    Dickinson  and  Gregory 2 

"    Blanchard,   Bckhart,   Priedly,    Strohm, 

Thompson,  and  Willmot 6 

"    Canby,  Farran,  Giddings,  Lahm,  Morris, 

Root,  Sawyer,  Taylor,  and  Vinton  .    .    9 

**    Dunn  and  Embree 2 

Mr.Wentworth 1 

"    Stuart ,..'.'.     I 

"    Thompson 1 

"    Darling 1 


Some  members  doubtless  voted  differently,  from  the  dictates  of  their 
own  judgments,  believing  their  people  differed  from  them  ;  but  this  vote 
was  probably  a  fair  representation  of  the  popular  voice.  It  was  the 
o|Mnion  of  candid  statesmen,  that  sixty-nine  out  of  every  ninety-one 
inhabitants  of  the  free  States  would  then  have  abolished  slavery  and  the 
slave  trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  in  our  Territories,  and  upon  the 
high  seas,  had  they  possessed  the  power.  But  every  member  from  the 
slave  States  was  in  &vor  of  prostituting  the  power  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment to  uphold  the  institution  and  its  attendant  commerce  in  human 
flesh. 

On  the  18th  December,  the  writer  asked  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  au- 
thorizing the  people  of  the  District  to  express  by  ballot  their  desire  as 
to  the  abolition  of  slavery.  Leave  was  granted  ;  the  bill  passed  its  first 
and  second  reading,  but  on  the  question  of  engrossment,  Mr.  Tompkins, 
of  Tennessee,  discovered  that  it  gave  the  negro  an  opportunity  for 
saying  whether  he  desired  to  be  held  in  bondage.  Southern  slavehojd- 
eT>  became  excited,  and  northern  conservatives  were  alarmed,  and  the 
bOi  was  laid  on  the  table  by  a  large  majority. 

.  'I'hc  object  of  these  movements  was,  to  inform  the  people  of  the  free 
States  that  they  were  invoked  in  the  crimes  and  di^ace  of  maintain- 


1 


986  MB.  oorr'a  mmoiLxmiiis. 

fog  darery  and  tke  dsve  inde.    For  tkat  pwpoae,  Mr.  Qott,  of  Nev 
York,  introdaoed  the  following  preamble  and  reeolntion : 

"  Whereas  the  traffic  now  proaecated  in  the  metrc^lis  of  this  repob- 

lie,  in  hnman  beings  as  chattels,  ii  contrary  to  Jnstice  and  the  fimdamet* 

tal  principles  of  our  political  syitomi  and  is  notorionslj  a  reproach  to 

oar  conntry  throngfaoat  Christendom,  and  a  serions  hindrance  to  the 

x''  7  nrogress  of  repnblican  liberty  among  the  nations  of  the  earth  ;  therefore, 

/^  i"        ^.  '1    «  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  instracted  to  re- 

t     '^*        port  a  bill  soon  as  practicable,  prohibiting  the  slaye  trade  in  said  Dis- 

^"^  strict."    The  moTer  demanded  the  previoas  question.* 

J^  Mr.  Harrolson,  of  Qeorgia,  mored  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table ; 

bat  Mr.  Yenable,  of  North  Carolina,  also  a  slayeholder,  declared  that  he 

wished  to  see  nortkem  Wkigs  and  narikem  Democrats  constrained  to 

show  their  hands,  U^  Id  th€  amntry  see  Amo  ikey  voted.    He  hoped  that 

ioathem  men  would  rote  against  laying  on  the  table.    This  proposition 

was  most  heartily  responded  to  by  every  "  Free«oiler.''    The  motion  to 

lay  the  resolation  on  the  table  was  n^atired,  and  the  demand  for  the 

previous  question  was  sustained.    This  brought  the  House  to  a  direct 

vote,  constraining  every  member  to  put  bis  name  on  record  in  favor  of 

ttie  domestic  slave  trade  or  against  it. 

Coostemation  rested  upon  the  countenances  of  northern  conservatives, 
as  tiiey  called  themselves ;  but  m  common  parlance,  tiiey  were  more 
generally  known  as  ^  dougk/actsJ* 

The  advocates  of  freedom  had  long  desired  to  bring  heiore  the  public 
the  name  of  ev^  man  who  was  wUling  to  court  sonthem  favor  by  con- 
tinning  to  involve  the  people  of  the  free  States  in  crimes  which  were 
pronounced  "piraey^^  when  committed  on  the  African  coast ;  and  now 
they  were  about  to  attain  that  ol^ect 

The  members  from  the  slave  States,  witiiout  exception,  voted  against 
the  adoption  of  the  reeotatioii ;  wtJle  those  of  the  free  States  voted  as 
follows  : 

Mains.    Yea — ^Mr.  Belcher, 1 

Nay— Messrs.  GlaA,  Hammons,  Smart,  WDey,  and  Wil- 
liams,     5 

New  HAMFsmRB.    Yea-— Messrs.  J<riui0on,  Peadee,  Tuck,  and 

•     Williams, 4 

^      Nay— none. 


1 7««  aflv  Ok  eftrt  of  oDa  of  llM  ArtlBgriAad  MM  of  Hmt  Toifc  to  Inlnte  flw  pM* 
pto  from  the  dtagnoe  and  gnUtof  wuUlning  this  **exeorable  oomnftorM  in  knuB  flesh,**  Gofsnor 
0«ymoar,  of  that  State,  characterised  these  ads  u  Interfering  with  the  lights  of  ttie  South.    iVkU 
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SCiBSAOHussrro.    Yefr*-Me«rs.  Abbot^  j&jshman,  Oriimell,  Hall, 

HudBoa,  Palfrey,  Kiog,  and  Roekwail, 8 

Nay — ^Qone. 
Bhods  Island.    Yea— -Messn.  Cranston  and  ThoziBtoD,    «    .    .    2 

Nay — none.  • 

GoNNBcricuT.    Year— Messn.  Dixon,  Habbaid,  and  Rockwell,    .    8 

Nay — ^none. 
YxBiioKT.    Yea — ^Messrs.  CioUamer,  Maroh,  and  Peck,  ....    8 
New  YoBK,    Yea — Messnk  Blackmer,  Oonger,  Qott,   Oredey, 
Hall,  Holmes,  Hont,  Kellogg^  Lord,  Lawrence^  Law- 
rence, Mo^Clellaad,  Marrin,  Mnllen,  Niod,  Patnam, 
Rose,  Ramsey,  St.  John,  Sheiril,  SilTeeter,  SliBigeriand, 
Starkweather,  Warren,  White,  and  Reynolds,     ...  28 
Nay^none. 
Nsw  Jebskt.    Yea—Mesers.  Gr^^oxy,  Haoq;it<»i,  Newal,  and 

Vandyke, i 

Nay — ^none. 
PxNMSTLYANiA.    Yea — ^Mesffs.  Blanchaid,  Batler,  Dickey,  Far- 
relly,  Friedly,  Hampton,  J.  R.  Ligeracdl,  Lrwin,  McU- 

yain,  Mann,  Pollock,  Strohm,  •    .    « 12 

Nay — Messrs.  Bridges,  Brown,  and  C.  L  Ingersoll,  ...    8 
Ohio.    Yea — ^Messrs.  Canby,  Crowell,  Cnmmins,  Dickinson,  Ed- 
wards, Erans,  Farran,  Fisher,  Fries,  Giddings,  Lahm, 

Morris,  Richey,  Root,  and  Yinton, 15 

Nay — ^Messrs.  Kennon,  Miller,  and  Sawyer, 8 

LfDiANA.    Yea — ^Messrs.  Gathcart^  Embree,  Henley,  Petit^  Rob- 

binson,  and  RockhiU, 6 

Nay — ^Mr.  Dunn, 1 

Ilukms.    Ye^—Messrs.  Smith,  Tomer,  and  Wentworth,  ...    8 
Nay — ^Messrs.  Ficklin,  Lincohi,  and  McGlemand,    ...    8 

MicHiQAN.    Yea — Messrs.  Staart,-aad  Bingham, ,2 

Nay — ^none. 

WiscoKsiN.    Aye — Messrs.  Darling  and  Lynde, 2 

•  Nayr— none. 

Iowa.    Aye— Messrs.  LefBer  and  Thompson, 2 

On  this  vote  the  free  States  cast  ninety-four  rotes  f<Mr  the  abolition  of 
the  slave  trade  in  the  District  ot  Colombia^  and  bat  fifteen  in  favor  of 
continuing  to  involve  themselves  and  constitaents  in  the  support  of  that 
barbarous  traffic.  The  members  from  the  slave  States,  sixty-seven  in 
number,  voted  unanimously  in  flavor  (tf  continning  this  relic  of  a  more 
barbarous  age. 
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New  Hampehire,  Massachoaetts,  Rhode  Islaiid,  Connccticat,  Ter- 
mont,  New  York,  New  Jenej,  Michigan,  Wt3CODsio  and  Iowa,  Yoted 
nnanimously  for  its  abolition.  Maine  gave  five  votes,  Penn37lvania, 
Ohio  and  Illinois  each  gave  three  rotes,  and  Indiana  one  vote,  to  con- 
tinue the  sale  of  %ien  and  women  in  the  District  of  Colnmbia.  TSej 
\  final  vote  stood  94  in  the  affirmatiTe,  and  88  in  the  negative — ^nearly  fifty/ 
Imembers  not  voting.  Indeed,  the  attention  of  the  Honse  was  particiF 
larly  called  to  Messrs.  ITranian  Smith,  of  Connectlcnt,  and  Caleb  B. 
Smith,  of  Indiana,  who  were  in  their  seats,  but  apparently  unwilling  to 
vote  either  for  against  the  resolution. 

Wire-working  politicians  appeared  to  be  alarmed  at  this  vote.  Mr. 
Stuart,  of  Mchigan,  moved  a  reconsideration  ;  and  after  many  incidental 
motions  and  delays,  the  vote  was  reconsidered,  by  119  to  '81.  Messrs. 
Caleb  B.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  and  Truman  Smith,  of  Connecticut^  who 
were  in  their  seats,  but  did  not  Tote  on  adopting  the  resolation,  now 
voted  for  its  reconsideration.  Some  twenty  other  members  who  failed 
to  vote,  on  adopting  the  resolution,  now  voted  for  reconsidering  it. 
While  Messrs.  Orinnell,  of  Massachusetts ;  Lord,  Nicol,  and  Tallmadge, 
of  New  York  ;  VanDyke,  of  New  Jersey;  Butler,  Pollock,  and  Thomp- 
son, of  Pennsylvania  ;  Canby,  Taylor,  and  Vinton,  of  Ohio,  changed 
their  votes  ;  having  voted  for  the  resolution,  they  now  voted  to  reoon. 
sider. 

(The  resolution  being  reconadered,  passed  into  the  orders  of  the  day/7 
and  was  no  more  heard  from.  — ' 

^^^ ,  But  the  shive  power,  no  way  daunted  by  these  manifestations^ 
appeared  determined  to  constrain  members  to  admit  that  **  sbwr 
foere  properly  /'  although  tiiat  idea  had  been  repudiated  by  the  conven- 
tion that  framed  the  Constitution  and  rejected  as  often  as  it  had  been 
presented  to  the  consideration  of  Congress,  slareholders  constantly  as- 
serted and  rea;sserted  the  revolting  dogma  that  men  created  in  the  image 
of  Ood,  with  intellects  clustering  with  immortal  hopes,  were  property; 
and  northern  conservatives  had  caught  up  the  disgusting  phrase,  and 
constantly  repeated  "  slaves  are  property  f  while  the  advocates  of  human 
rights  denounced  the  doctrine  as  barbarous  and  infidel  in  character. 

The  case  was  one  of  unusual  interest.  In  December,  1835,  Major 
Dade,  while  lying  at  "  Fort  Brooke,"  near  Tampa  Bay  in  Florida, 
with  his  battalion  of  regular  troops,  was  ordered  to  Fort  King,  one  hun- 
dred and  thurty  miles  in  a  north-easterly  direction  through  an  unbroken 
forest.  Neither  Dade  nor  any  of  his  officers  was  acquainted  with  the 
road,  and  he  sought  a  guide  to  conduct  them  on  their  way.  He  waa 
told  that  a  slave  named  *'  Louis,"  belonging  to  a  man  named  Pacheco, 


wftB  well  acquainted  with  the  proposed  roate.  On  examining  Lonis,  he 
found  him  remarkably  intelligent,  speaking  four  languages  with  iadHitjf 
well  bred  and  apparently  the  Tery  man  he  wanted.  By  contract  with 
the  master  he  was  employed  at  twenty*«ight  dollars  per  month. 
.  Loois,  conscious  that  ^e  Maroons,  who  had  for  nearly  a  centnry  snf< 
fered  persecution  at  the  hands  of  the  white  people,  were  desirous  of  ' 
openmg  the  second  Florida  war  by  some  important  blow  that  should 
giTe  them  influence  with  the  Indians,  gave  them  notice  of  the  time  that 
Dade  was  to  start  from  Fort  Brooke  and  the  route  he  was  to  travel. 
The  Maroons  made  the  necessary  arrangements,  and  inyiting  a  certain 
nmnber  of  Indians  to  attend  than,  encamped  on  an  island  in  the  Wahoo 
Swamp,  three  miles  from  where  Dade  and  his  troops  biyooacked  on  the 
night  of  the  fourth  day  from  Fort  Brooke ;  and  on  the  fatal  SSth 
December,  a.d.  1835,  massacred  the  battalion,  only  two  of  the  whole 
number  escaping.  Louis  was  with  the.  troops  a  few  minutes  before  they 
wele  fired  upon,  but  after  the  massacre  was  consummated  he  united  his 
fortunes  with  an  Indian  d^ef  called  **  Wildcat,"  and  with  him  was  in 
afanoet  erery  battle  of  the  Florida  war,  until  the  conrention  between 
Oeoeial  Jessop  and  the  Indians  in  1887,  by  which  that  officer  agreed  to 
protect  the  Semiuoles,  who  should  surrender  for  emigration,  and  thdr 
property. 

Soon  after  that  arrangemmt  was  made.  Wildcat  appeared  in  Qeneral 
Jemxf^B  camp  with  Louis,  whom  he  claimed  to  hold  as  lus  inon  propertp, 
declaring  that  he  captured  him  at  Dade's  massacre. 

The  general  recognizing  the  doctrine  that  *'  slaves  are  proparhf,^  con- 
sidered the  honor  of  his  QoTemment  pledged,  and  he  sent  Louis  with 
other  negroes  and  Indians  west  of  Ariuinsas,  to  settle  in  the  Indiau 
country. 

Pacheco,  finding  that  his  sUve  had  been  sent  to  the  Indian     ^^^^ 
country,  presented  his  petition  to  Congress,  askmg  that  body  to 
pay  him  for  the  loss  of  his  sUtc  who  had  caused  the  massacre  of  an  entire 
battalion  of  troops,  besides  the  other  injuries  he  had  done  in  two  years^ 
service  with  the  enemies  of  the  country. 

The  Oommittee  on  Military  Al&urs  waa  composed  of  fire  southern 
and  four  northern  members,  and  the  petition  of  Pacheco  was  referred  to 
that  committee.  The  southern  majority  r^orted  a  boll,  but  the  northern 
minority  made  a  strong  report  against  the  daim.  This  was  not  usual  in 
that  day  :  but  Mr.  Dickey,  of  Pennsylvania,  presented  a  minority  r^K)rt, 
which  was  signed  by  himself,  by  Hon.  Dudly  Marvin,  of  New  York, 
Hon.  James  Willson,  of  New  Hampehire,  and  by  Hon.  David  Fisher,  of 
OUo. 
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Mr.  Diekqr  M  tt  tke  debile,  wgv^  that  thmu  yttrt  noi  prop^rif., 
lifr.  Bozty  oi  SoAik  €arolii%  cftlbd  him  U>  ordar  fog  ditcmdng  tUmnf: 
bat  soatiieni  members  mm  uob  Iwg  m  d»co?«riiig  thiat  wbea  tbej  qaIM. 
on  Gongiew  to  pa j  for  ibiT60  wfaa  hid  done  tbe  ooofttry  as  mqeb  ii^jnij 
aa  LoviB  had,  northasn  membeia  wera  iadjiifld  toexamuie  tbe  real  oeritB 
of  tha  daun.  Mr  Bart  waa  bold  and  manly,  dedariqg  the  onlj  qntftion 
tbal  ooddadsa  ia  tba  caaa  urns  that  propofltd  by  Ifir.  Sickey,  AaiahumB 
mre  or  were  jkotprapaiyL  Mc  CoUamer,  of  Yennont^  inqnired  wbathm^ 
oliier  (jaeatkma  weaa  not  biTolTed.  Mr.  Bmrt  replied  that  ha  inonlri 
leaTo  no  otimr  loophole  £ar  gentteBifia  to  eacape.  After  debate  t]iaTo(». 
mas  taken  In  oomsdttea  and  stood,  for  the  bill  sei^ty,  against  it  fiod^ 
foa&.  When  ii  had  been  reported  to  the  Hoose»  Mr.  C&oweil,  of  Okk^ 
mofw^d  to  lay  it  on  tba  table ;  bat  his  motion  ftdled,  by  &  Vote  of  aigUgf- 
&m  against  sLdy-^riz.  ^I3m  Inll  waa  than  pafised  to  its  eugyommm^ 
when  Mr.  Oiddiags  mofed  a  raconaidflmtiony  and  on  that  motion  tha  hfll 
waa  again  ddt>at0d,  and  tha  lote  on  its  passage  waa  tak^  by  yeaa  aad, 
nays  aaudst  tha  most  intense  interest. 

The  qaestion  was  yital  to  the  oharaoter  of  skTery.  The  bill  had  been 
reported  by  a  leading  slaTobohier,  had  been  argoed  with  all  the  appwant. 
confidenoa  which  nsoally  charactarised  sootham  Boeskbers  wheaevmr  tha 
institation  was  involyed:  it  had  also  been  boldly  and  ably  oppoakL' 
The  dootrme  of  projperiy  tn  Aaaum  itmk  aiul  hodie$  was  denonneed  as 
hafkthenisb,  barbarous  and  infidel ;  and  thaae  who  engaged  in  the  didMei 
were  anzioos  and  excited. 

As  the  deputy  Olerk,  a  statfeholdfiry  proceeded  to  call  tha  nameaof 
nmiben,  it  appmiad  that  tim  vote  was  to  be  nearly  eqnaL  Some^man^ 
bfrs  kept  opont  £6r  their  own  salMadaon.  When  the  rcdl  had.  bean 
called  thronghy  the  Clerk  appeared  perplexed ;  bat  after  some.  dak?,, 
handed  his  report  to  the  Speaker^  wbo  annoonesd  the  yote».  ajes  wiiw^y, 
noes  dgkfy^mu^  and  as  tha  Speaker  then  stated  that  it  became  hia  dnitf 
to  Tote  wheneTer  his  Yoioe  woold  change  the  reealt,  proceeded  to  gbra  his 
reasons  why  be  shoaldTote  against  tha  failL  While  doing  this,  tbe  CBerit 
handed  him  another  report,  when  tha  Speaker,  after  Ipdcing  at  it»  aaid 
the  Yote  was  reported  iMM^y^od  in  the  afism^ve,  eighty-nine  in  the 
negatiTe,  and  he  deelaced  the  bill  oaitfiid. 

The  countenance  of  tbe  Cleck  and  his  manner  was  such  that  nrnmbVEW 
were  satisfied  <^  the  frond  wihkh  Im  bod  th&s  attempted  in  the  Ilea  of 
the  House :  and  Mr.  Dickey  lauaediately  called  attention  to  what  ha 
pablidy  characterised  as  the  emur  of  the  01^ k,  and  dbwed  from  tiha 
leoocd  of  names  and  votes  that  e%hty-nitte  votes  had  been,  reeoided 
against  the  bill,  and  predsely  the  same  number  in  favor  of  it,  while  M&  * 
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FmsnOj,  at  TeKosybnaiA,  declared  that  he  had  Teted  agaiast  the  bill, 
but  the  Clerk  had  not  entered  his  Tote.  Thus  there  had  been  actoallj 
ninety  votes  given  againat  the  passage  of  the  bill  while  only  eighty-nine 
had  been  given  for  it.  On  this  exposure  gS  firaody.the  Speaker  corrected 
the  jonmal  and  annonztced  the  bill  as  2«^. 

The  supporters  of  slavery  were  mortified  and  depressed  by  this  nnex- 
pected  resolty  which  showed  that  sonthem  inflnenoe  and  party  dictation 
conld  no  longer  snfegect  the  conscienoe  of  northern  men  to  the  bar- 
.  barons  dogma  tliat  men  are  property.  The  friends  of  humanity  were 
greatly  cheered  by  thia  result.  Of  the  twenty-two  members^  frem  Ohio 
only  Mr.  Bitdiey,  of  Perry  County,  Mr.  Onmmins,  of  Tuscarawas,  «nd 
lir.  Taylor,  of  B^pss,  voted  in  &vor  of  the  bill,  whilosaeh  Democrats  as 
Farran,  Fries,  Lahm,  Miller,  Morris,  Sawyer,  and  Starkweather,  voted 
against  it  No  member  from  New  Hampshire,  Massachnsetfas^  Rhode 
Island,  Connecticut,  Yermont,  New  Jersey,  Mushigan,  Wisconsin  ot 
Iowa,  voted  with  the  slaveholdefa  But  horn  Mahie,  Messrs*  Cl^»y 
Clark,  and  Williams;  from  New  York,  Messrs.  BurdsaU,  Maday,  Mniphy, 
NicoU,  and  TaUmadge  ;  'from  Penni^lvania^  Messrs.  Brady,  Bridges, 
Brodhead,  Charles,  Brown,  C.  I.  IngersoU,  Levini  and  Moore ;  from 
Indiana,  Messrs.  Dunn,  E..  W.  Thon^Nson,  and  Wick ;  and  from  IllinQi% 
Messrs.  M'GIemand  and  Richardson,  voted  to  pay  Padieco  one  thoa^ 
sand  doUavs  in  oonsequenoe  of  General  Jessup^s  having  sent  a  most 
dangerous  enemy  out  of  Florida. 

To  ease  off  the  blow  thus  directed  at  the  heart  of  the  peculiar  instk 
tutikm,  a  motion  was  made  to  reconsider  the  vote,  and  after  searchmg 
the  dty,  one  hundred  and  fivoi  members  were  persuaded  to  vota  for  the 
bill,  while  only  ninety-five  opposed  it ;  bat  altiioiic^  it  actually  passed  the 
Houses  the  feeling  against  it  was  sa  strong  that  its  fri^uls  never  brou^^t 
it  before  the  Senate  for  action,  and  the  claim  was  never  renewed.^ 

In  this  debate  an- important  princqile  was  fully  admlMed  by  the  ad> 
vocates  of  sbverj.  No  one  denied  that  »  eommandkig  general  or 
executive  officer  in  time  of  war  may  capture,  omanc^ate,  or  send 
out  of  the  country  any  or  all  slaves  tibat  he  may  deem  aeeeasary  for  the 
pubUc  safety.  They  admitted  the  power  <tf  General  Jessi^^  to  oq^ture 
and  send  Louis  out  6t  tho  country,  and  sustained  the  doetrme  of  Geikr 
oral  Jackson,  practised  at  New  Orleans  in  1814, 

In  January,  Mr.  Diz,  of  New  York,  presented  t^  the  Senate     ^3^^ 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  that  State,  deehirii^  that  for  the 
United  States  to  permit  slavery  to  esBst  in  New  Mexfeo  w«»  revoitinc 
to  the  q>irit  of  the  9ige,  uid  instrwstiDg  their  flUmators  to  oppose  its 
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opstenc*  therein.  Hie  resolattons  also  instracted  tlie  Senators  of  Aat 
State  to  use  their  best  efforts  to  preront  the  jurisdiction  of  Texas  from 
«zteDding  beyond  the  Nneoes,  and  to  preserve  the  territory  between  the 
Noeoes  and  Bio  Grande  to  freedom. 

These  resolutions  were  regarded  as  oflbnsfye  to  southern  Senators, 
some  of  whom  objected  to  them  as  unworthy  of  that  ordmary  respect 
which  was  usually  extended  to  the  resolree  of  sovereign  States  ;  and  an 
togry  debate  arose,  in  which  New  York  and  other  free  States  were 
treated  with  dismpect  and  referred  to  with  arrogant  contempt ;  but 
the  resolutions  were  finally  ordered  to  be  printed. 

A  few  days  subsequently,  Mr.  Wallace,  of  South  Carolina,  presented 
to  the  House  of  Representatives  resolutiohs  adopted  by  the  Legislature 
of  that  State,  declaring  that  the  time  for  discussing  the  exoluaon  of 
South  GaroUna  from  her  equal  share  in  the  Territories  was  passed,  and 
D»t  her  *'  people  were  prepared  to  unite  with  their  sister  States  in 
ftnsHng  the  appHeation  of  the  *  WUmot  Proviso '  to  siich  territory  at  any 
timd  at  aU  hazards/' 

It  was  understood  that  these  resolutions  were  intended  as  an  answer 
and  a  defiance  to  the  doctrines  asserted  by  the  Le^slature  of  New 
York,  and  these  t^o  States  wen  the  first  to  form  a  distinct  issue  upon 
tile  8ub{ect  of  freedom  in  our  Territories. 

In  presenting  the  resolutions  of  South  Carolina,  Mr.  Wallace  re- 
marked that  his  State  had  deliberately  taken  her  position,  which  die 
woM  not  abandon. 

This  issue  was  regarded  as  most  important  at  that  time,  as  the  vast 
territory  acquired  from  Mexico  was  to  be  'organized  immediately  toith  or 
without  slavery.  The  people  of  New  York  had  declared  through  their 
Legislature  that  it  wodd  be  "revolting  to  the  spirit  of  the  age  for  Con- 
gress to  permit  slavery  to  he  introduced  into  that  territory  iohieh  was  then 
fnef  and  South  Carolina  declared  that  her  people  *'  would  w^  debate  that 
fuesHon,  but  would  sbsist  it/'  Thus  was  the  subject  of  slavery  extension, 
or  resistance  and  rebellion  by  South  Carolina,  presented  to  the  consider- 
ation of  Congress  in  1849.    It  overshadowed  aU  oth^r  subjects. 

During  the  eariy  part  of  this  session  the  Senate  were  engaged  in 
deviring  means  to  avoid  the  very  issue  which  was  now  pressed  upon 
Congress.  This  issue  had  been  foreseen  and  repeatedly  foretold  by  the 
friends  of  freedom,  while  the  annexation  of  Texas  was  a  pending  ques- 
tion. It  was  often  repeated  during  the  Mexican  war ;  and  they  had 
^OBStantiy  done  all  in  their  power  to  prevent  it.  But  the  Oovemment 
had  been  pi^edpitatod  step  by  step,  first  into  the  policy  of  obtainii^ 
Texas,  next  the  Mexican  war,  next  the  aoqoiaiticm  of  Mexican  t^ritoiy, 
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imtil  the  mighty  isaae  which  was  to  decide  the  &te  of  daTerj,  and  of  ^ 
the  Government,  seemed  to  stare  them  in  the  iiEU».  One  and  only  oae 
dreomstance  appeared  to  encourage  the  slave  power :  The  inflaence  of 
the  slave  States  had  prevailed  on  every  question  touching  the  extenaoo 
of  slavery  which  had  arisen  since  1*793.  It  had  subjected  our  own  Qot- 
emment  to  its  control ;  and  England  too  had  become  tributary  to  ils 
interest,  while  France  had  silently  stood  with  folded  arms,  and  looked 
upon  the  dismemberment  of  Mexico  without  objection,  or  the  nttemnce  of 
a  protest  But  the  advocates  of  justice  and  troth  stood  undaunted,  and 
were  ready  for  the  contest. 

The  first  day  of  the  session  on  which  resolutions  were  in  order,  Hon* 
Joseph  M.  Root,  of  Ohio,  presented  to  the  .House  the  following  : 

"  Resdvedj  That  the  Committee  on  Territories  be  instructed  to  pre- 
sent to  this  House  with  as  little  delay  as  practicable,  a  bill  or  bills  pro- 
viding territorial  governments  for  each  of  the  territories  of  New  Mexioo 
and  California,  and  excluding  slavery  therefrom.'^ 

The  presentation  of  this  resolution  constrained  members  of  all  parties 
firom  the  North  and  from  the  South  to  a  consideration  of  the  pending 
issue,  the  magnitude  of  which  but  few  statesmen  then  appeared  to 
oomprehend. 

Mr.  Hall,  of  Missouri,  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table.  TUs 
motion,- if  successful,  would  have  consigned  the  'resolntimi  to  perpetual 
silence.  The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and  while  the  Clwk  called 
the  names  and  recorded  the  votes,  members  listened  with  great  attentioa 
and  solemnity,  and  the  voice  of  some  trembled  with  emotion  as  they 
reqK>nded  to  the  call,  and  gave  utterance  to  the  vote  which  was  to  con* 
sign  a  vast  territory  to  slavery,  or  preserve  it  to  Christian  oivilisatioii. 
It  were  useless  to  repeat  names.  Every  member  from  the  dare  States 
gave  his  voice  in  favor  of  laying  the  resolution  cm  the  table,  and  were 
aided  by  Messrs.  Charies  Brown  and  C.  I.  IngersoU,  of  Pennsyivania ; 
Chipp,  of  Maine ;  Kennon,  Miller  and  Sawyer,  of  Ohio ;  Ficklin,  Mo- 
Clernand  and  Richardson,  of  lUinois  ;  and  Van  Dyke,  of  New  Jersey. 
These  ten  members  from  the  free  States  belonged  to  the  democratio 
party,  and  swelled  the  affirmative  vote,  indudiog  southern  members, 
to  80. 

All  members  from  the  free  States,  except  those  designated,  voted 
against  laying  the  resolution  upon  the  table,  and  the  motion  was 
defeated  by  101  to  80. 

The  question  now  recurred  upon  seconding  the  demand  for  the  previous 
qnestion  which  had  been  called  by  Mr.  Root.  At  this  moment,  Mr. 
Yinton,  of  Ohio,  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means — a 
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nan  of  lafloence  with  the  whig  part7—l)egan  to  falter.  He  inquired 
whether  the  resolation  was  peremptory,  or  whether  it  directed  the  Oom- 
mittee  on  Territories  merely  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  excluding 
slavery  from  tiiiose  Territories?  The  Speaker  replied  that  it  was 
penmytofj,  ordering  the  committee  to  report  sach  bills  as  early  as  prac- 
ticable. Mr.  Vinton  then  said  he  hoped  the  preTioos  question  would 
not  be  sustained.  This  indication  of  aa  unmanly  disposition  to  surrender 
l^e  question  by  a  leading  member  from  Ohio,  was  listened  to  with  pain 
-aad  disgust  by  the  friends  of  liberty ;  but  erery  member  who  had  voted 
against  laying  the  resolution  on  the  table,  now  voted  to  second  the 
temaod  for  ihe  previous  question,  exa^  Mr.  Vinton,  and  the  resolution 
was  adopted  by  a  vote  of  1^6  ayes  to  80  noes. 

A  motion  was  next  made  by  Mr.  Robbinson,  of  Indiana,  to  reconsider 
this  vote.    The  discussion  on  t^is'motion  came  up  for  debate  a  few  days 
oflerwardB,  and  it  was  laid  on  the  table  by  105  ayes  to  83  nays. 
1849.1         '^^^  subject  of  slavery  now  entered  into  the  debates  whenever 
tiie  House  went  into  committee  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  whero 
^eaeh  speaker  was  allowed  to  select  his  own  subject. 
'    Whie  the  House  was  devotifig  its  time  and  energies  to  the  discusdon 
of  slavery  in  all  its  various  phases,  Seoators  were  not  idle  spectators  of 
passing  efvnts.     On  the  first  day  of  the  session,  Mr.  Douglas,  of 
XfiiDQis,  gave  notice  of  his  fntentipn  to  introduce  bitis  to  oigauiae  terri- 
torial governments  in  Minnesota,  Nebraska  and  New  Mesico,  and  a  bill . 
to  admit  Oalilbniia  as  a  State. 

Ou  the  11th  he  introduced  a  bill  declaring  Califomia  one  of  the  States 
#f  the  UnlOB,  wtthoo^  r^smng  to  the  subject  of  slavery.  The  bill  was 
.  TCfeiTsd  to  the  Oommittee  on  Territories,  of  which  Mr.  Douglas  was 
ohainuMi,  and  reported  back  witiieut  amendment.  It  contained  one  of 
the  gKMBest  finauds  ev«r  peipetraited  upon  a  free  people.  It  provided 
that  all  laws  of  tin  Vnited  States  noi  vnofplieahk  shedd  extend  over 
«m1  be  k  fcree  in  the  contemplated  StMte.  Had  the  bill  been  adopted, 
IUb  pioraien  would  have  eietended  the  domestic  slave  trade,  authorized 
hy  lAie  ^  9th  and  10th  seotioiis  <^  the  kw  <^  180*7,  o^^r  the  new 
SM»f  and  the  deeigM  of  the  siaYe  power  »  obtaining  the  teiritory 
wt>uld  have  been  attained,  inasmuch  as  the  laws  authorizing  the  trans^ 
portatioa  and  sale  •f  slaves  in  Caliiciniia  would  have  been  oonstnied  to 
aathsri»  the  holding  of  tdkcm  ia  l>oad|ige  while  ^era 

As  the  subject  waa  debated  in  the  House  of  BepresentativeB,  memben 
iwcame  man  bold  aad  more  canwit  hi  l^vor  of  hee  sail  and  free  men. 
This  gaw  evident  pain  to  southern  Seaators.  Mr.  Calhoun  spoke  de» 
fpoadingiy.    Othw  Senaton  tem  slave  Stotea  nsorted  to  intimidalmi ; 
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1>nt  MesarsL  Hale  and  Baldwb  steaMy  and  firmly  vin^oated  the  doc- 
trines of 'hnman  freedom,  giving  oonclHsive  evidence  that  they  urcw  not 
to  be  moved  from  the  position  whidi  they  had  taken  upon  the  attribnle 
of  Kborty. 

In  the  Houise  of  Representatavee,  the  fiiends  of  justice,  aided  by  tlM 
great  body  of  the  whig  party,  steadDy  pressed  the  sabject  with  deter 
mined  purpose.  Sonthem  members  threatened  a  dissolntioii  of  tba 
CTnion.  Northern  members  retorted  m  bold  defiance.  Some  noitbem 
Whigs  faltered,  bat  in  return  were  greeted  with  sneers  of  oontempl  fer 
their  moral  cowa^ce. 

The  Senate  had  always  been  and  then  was  mote  Bubservient  %o  the 
•dare  power  than  the  Honse  of  Rq>resentatNes,  but  that  body  appeactd 
lenth-ely  incapable  of  agreeing  npon  any  definite  oonrse  of  aetkm. 

Mr.  Douglas  reported  another  b31,  dflfering  somewhat  from  tiie  one 
wliich  he  at  first  introduced,  but  retaining  the  obJecti<mable  feature  la 
regard  to  slavery.  The  fraud  which  linked  undw  that  feature  of  the 
bill  &ad  been  imveiled  to  the  public  by  the  friends  of  Mberty,  and  this 
Attempt  to  subserve  the  cause  of  human  bondage  now  operated  as  a  dead 
weight,  rOarding  instead  of  accelerating  the  passage  of  the  bill.  Almost 
«very  slaveholder  and  northern  supporter  of  theinstitation,  now  had  a  plan 
^  his  own  by  which  be  appeared  to  think  he  ooidd  entice  nortiiem  poft- 
tlcnains  to  lend  their  moral  and  political  influence  to  extend  and  pe^ 
.petoate  the  institution  of  human  bondage. 

Ifi  the  House  various  propositions  to  avoid  all  reference  to  slaiFery 
«nd  admit  Oalifomia  as  a  slave  State  w^re  presented  ;  but  their  reid 
character  was  invariably  developed  and  exposed.  Slav^K>lder8  aai 
Bemoerats  complaitted  that  the  friends  of  liberty  were  ceostantiy  agit- 
ting  the  questions  of  freedom  and  slavery :  to  whidi  tiie  Free-soOen 
replied,  '*  we  opposed  the  annexation  of  Texas ;  we  opposed  the  Mexicaa 
war ;  we  opposed  the  conquest  of  territory  in  order  to  avoid  t^ese  hrri- 
tsting  subjects  ;  but  slaveholders  and  the  democratic  party  forced  tben 
lipon  us ;  we  have  been  driven  to  the  wall,  and  now  we  are  constrained 
to  Tindicate  ourselves,  by  extendiE^  civfliaation  wherever  our  flag  riiail 
•oat." 

On  the  19th  February,  Hon.  Caleb  B.  Sn^th,  of  Indiana,  moved  t* 
make  the  biQs  organizing  territorial  governments  in  Galifornia  and  New. 
Mexico  the  special  order  of  each  and  of  every  day  witil  disposed  of. 
The  motion  was  sustained,  and  reluctant  members  now  saw  dmrly  Unt 
prompt  and  efficient  action  was  determined  on  by  a  minority  of  1M 
body. 

l%e  House  had  passed  the  ordinary  bOI  providhig  for  the.dvfi  and 
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diplomatio  expenses  of  GoTermnent,  mcL  had  eent  it  to  the  Senate  for 
ooQcnmDoe.  On  the  20th,  Mr.  Walker,  a  Democrat,  of  WieoonHin, 
offered  to  the  consideration  of  the  B^iate  his  celebrated  amendment^ 
proTiding  that  all  acts  of  Congress  for  registering,  licensing  or  enrofling 
flfaips  or  Yessels  of  the  UniteSl  States,  should  extend  orer  the  toritorj 
of  Oalifomia  ;  and  giving  the  President  authority  to  establirii  a  terri- 
torial government  therein.  This  proposition  also  in  latent  form  extended 
the  coastwise  slave  trade  to  California,  although  bat  few  monben  dis- 
ooTered  it  npon  a  casnal  reading. 

This  mode  of  deception  had  long  been  practised  bj  the  slave  power, 
and  northern  members  had  been  slow  to  expose  it,  when  discoyered. 
1849.]  ^^  ^^®  ^^  Febroary,  Mr.  Webster,  of  Massacbnsetts,  pro^ 
posed  an  amoidment,  dmply  anthorishig  the  President  to  hold 
poflsession  of  Califomia  and  New  Mexico,  and  to  protect  the  inhalntantB 
in  the  enjoyment  of  liberty  and  property.  The  amendment  of  Mr. 
Walker,  however,  was  debated  until  the  26th  Febroary,  when  it  wua 
adopted  in  the  Senato  by  a  majority  of  two  votes,  members  voting 
generally  with  their  politioal  parties.  On  the  following  day  the  Hpuse 
leeamed  the  consideration  of  the  IhU  to  oiganize  a  territorial  government 
In  Califomia,  and  after  a  sev^e  contest,  members  were  bconght  to  a 
final  voto  upon  its  passage,  and  it  was  carried  'by  a  majority  of  126  to 
87  ;  every  member  from  the  slave  States  voting  against  the  bill,  aided 
by  Messrs.  Bridges,  of  Pennsylvania ;  E^uion,  Miller  and  Sawyer,  of. 
Ohio ;  while  every  other  member  fTwn  the  firee  States  voted  in  favor  of 
its  passage.  It  was  sent  to  the  Seuato  for  concurrence ;  and  cm  the 
following  day  that  body  took  it  up  for  consideration,  and  it  was  read  a 
first  and  second  time  and  referred  to  the  CcNumittee  on  Territories,  aad 
was  no  mare  heard  from . 

The  civil  and  diplomatic  Inll  was  returned  to  the  House  with  several 
amendments,  which  the  House  immediately  referred  to  its  appropriate 
committee,  who  reported  it  back,  with  a  recommendation  to  stril^  out 
the  amendment  of  the  Senate  oi^ganizing  a  government  in  California 
wUeh  extended  the  coastwise  slave  trade  to  that  territory,  and  to  insert 
an  amendment  simply  autiiorizmg  the  President  to  hold  the  territory  and 
protect  the  people  in  the  eqjoyment  of  liberty  and  property. 

The  two  Houses  were  now  at  a  dead  lock.  The  Senato  was  in  fovor 
of  skvery  in  Califomia,  and  the  House  opposed  it.  It  was  Friday,  fid 
March,  and  the  Congress  was  to  dose  on  the  8d,  by  operation  of  the 
Oonstitntion.  The  mass  of  unfinished  business  before  each  House  forbade 
debate :  yet  the  feelings  of  the  advocates  of  liberty  had  become  intense^ 
while  the  supporters  of  slavery  were  still  more  excited.    The  magnitude 
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of  the  issue  appeared  mofe  soblime  aa  memberB  approached  the  moment 
o£  decision. 

The  report  of  the  committee  npon  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to 
the  cIyU  and  diplomatic  bill  was  taken  np  for  consideration  in  the  Hoose. 
That  bodj  agreed  to  the  report  striking  ont  the  Senate's  amendment^ 
but  disagreed  to  so  much  as  recommended  the  insertion  of  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  committee :  and  the  bill  was  returned  to  the  Senatei 
with  the  amendment  inserted  by  that  body  simply  stricken  oat.  This 
was  the  condition  of  the  question  at  the  hour  of  acljoumment  on  the  2d 
March,  while  only  one  day  of  the  thirtieth  Congress  remained  for  the 
diflposition  of  the  business  before  it 

On  the  morning  of  the  last  day  of  the  session,  the  cry  was  raised  that 
t^e  friends  of  free  soil  in  the  House  of  Bepresentatives  were  intending 
to  defeat  every  measure  for  establishing  a  government  in  Galifoniia. 
The  incoming  Bresident,  General  Taylor,  his  Cabinet,  and  others,  were 
said  to  have  become  anxious  on  the  subject.*  One  of  his  Cabinet  oift* 
eers^  Mr.  Preston,  of  Yirginia,  was  a  member  of  the  House,  and  sat  ia 
that  body  on  the  last  day  of  the  session.  Other  members  left  their  quas^ 
ters  and  appeared  in  the  Hall  of  Bqwresentatives,  endeavoring  to  pep> 
suade  members  to  accept  some  proposition  for  establishing  a  gov^ra" 
ment  in  California.  This,  too,  was  done  while  the  ^ill  for  that  purpose 
had  been  matured  and  passed  by  that  body,  and  was  then  on  the 
table  of  the  Senate,  and  could  have  been  passed  in  five  minutes  had 
Senators  been  willing  to  exclude  slavery  from  the  territory.  Yet  no 
member  of  Oeneral  Taylor's  Cabinet,  nor  friend  of  his  Administratiott| 
has  to  this  day  explained  why  no  efforts  were  made  to  persuade  the 
Senate  to  pass  the  bill  before  it|  nor  why  they  should  have  been  so 
anxious  to  have  the  House  accept  some  plan  of  the  Senate,  while  that 
body  presented  no  other  proposition  than  one  which  would  have  planted 
the  ourse  of  human  bondage  upon  the  soil  of  California. 

When  the  House  assembled  at  11  o'clock,  the  friends  of  freedom  ftlt 
leas  confident  than  on  the  previous  day.  Suspicions  were  entertained 
that  leading  Whigs  would  surrender  the  question.  Soon  after  the  hour 
of  meeting,  the  Senate  took  up  the  amendment  of  the  House  striking 
out  that  of  the  Senate,  and  disagreeing  thereto,  requested  a  conference. 
The  House  consented ;  bat  the  Committee  of  Confu^nce. could  not  agree, 
and  80  reported  to  the  two  bodies. 

Mr.  McCfemand,  of  Illinois,  now  moved  that  the  House  recede  from 
its  amendment  strikiog  ont  the  Scipate's  proposition,  and  the  motion 
prevailed  101  to  101.    This  vote  caused  some  despondency  among  the 
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IHefed0  of  fiberty.  Brerj  memVer  from  iiw  ila^  States  roted  for  lle- 
ClernaQd's  motion,  aided  by  Measrs.  Olap,  Clark  and  Willy,  of  Maine  ; 
Brady,  Bridget,  BrodJbead,  Blown,  Hampton,  J.  R  Ingersoll,  Irwin, 
0. 1.  Ingersoil,  Lerin,  Stewart  and  PcAkxi^  of  Pennsylrama  ;  Kennon 
and  Sawyer,  of  Ohio  ;  FickUn,  MeOiemBBd  and  Bkhardison,  of  lUineiB. 
Five  of  the  gentlemen  mentioned  from  PennsylviiDia  were  Whigs,  active 
friends  of  tiie  President,  and  their  viite  ww  regarded  as- indicative  of  the 
fixecatbe  wiAes. 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  Indiana,  moved  to  insert  in  lien  of  the  Senatei^s 
•raendment  a  proposition  leav^;  the  Umt&rj  of  Oalifomia  as  it  was 
before  its  cession  to  the  United  States.    Thto  made  the  territory  fnt,  and  * 
the  amendment  was  adopted  111  to  Wd,  and  the  bill  was  again  retonied 
l6  the  Senate,  at  nearly  one  okdo<^  on  Smiday  morning,  the  4th  Maroh. 

From  variotts  qaarters  men^Mrs  were  asBnred  that  General  Taylor, 
the  President  elect,  was  anxions  that  the  Honse  should  accept  ikie 
Senate's  amendment,  and  that  his  inflnence  had  been  exerted  for  that 
purpose.  Bat  gentlemen  felt  too  nmch  Setf-reepect  to  change  position  on 
no  momentons  a  qnestion  thns  suddenly,  while  oTery  advocate  of  free  soft 
was  active.  Oreat  excitement  was  manifested  in  all  parts  of  the  hal 
and  in  the  Senate.  ^Members  of  kregnlar  habits  had  recourse  to  artifidal 
stimulants,  which  rendered  the  scene  more  gloomy. 

The  night  was  dark,  the  city  was  quiet,  and  most  of  the  spectators 
had  left  the  galleries,  while  that  great  battle  for  frcfedom  in  Califonua 
was  fought  within  the  Hall  of  Representatives,  against  all  the  inflnence 
of  the  slave  power,  and  the  blandishments  of  Executive  favor,  aided  and 
asnsted  by  Senatorial  influence.  It  was  between  three  and  four  oV^tock 
mi  Bunday  morning,  that  the  Senate  again  took  up  the  last  amendment 
of  the  Hons^  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Mississippi,  now  moved  that  the  Senate  recede  from  its 
amendment.  His  tone  aiMi  manner  was  subdued.  His  voice  faltered, 
and  he  spoke  with  evident  emotion,  flaying  that  it  had  become  evidoit 
that  the  House  would  not  agree  to  tiie  Senate's  amendment,  and  that 
he  regarded  it  as  the  doty  of  Ihat  body  to  save  Hhe  hill  and  sustain  Ifte 
Government.  His  motion  was  agreed  to,  the  bill  was  passed  and  signed, 
and  CaUfamia  was  free. 

This  victory  was  obtained  under  the  force  of  peculiar  circumstances. 
General  Taylor  had  pledged  himself  not  to  interfere  with  the  legislatioii 
of  Oongress  ;  a  man  of  sincere  purposes,  he  abstained  froA  interfierence 
until  the  last  days  of  the  session,  when  it  was  too  late  for  Whigs  who 
entertained  feelings  of  self-respect  to  change  their  position. 

The  whig  party  now  being  in  power,  northern  Democrats  were 
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wining  that  the  new  Administration  should  incar  what  they  regarded 
as  the  odinm  of  maintaining  freedom  in  Oalifomia.  Bat  that  triumph 
may  be  said  to  hare  defeated  and  demoralized  both  of  the  great  political 
parties ;  above  all  it  was  a  most  signal  defeat  of  the  slave  power.  Call- 
fomia  and  New  Mexico  had  been  obttdned  for  the  purpose  of  extending 
slarery  over  them  ;  and  the  establishing  of  freedom  in  those  territories 
Was  a  fatal  blow  to  the  institation,  from  whidi  it  never  recovered.  And 
its  downfafi  may  be  dated  from  that  eventful  night. 
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CHAPTER  XX. 

VKPBEGE0XNTED  CONTXSr  FOB  BPEAKEB— THS  fiPIBIT  OT  DI8UVI0V  DS 
TBLOPED — THE  C0KTB8T  UPON  IHB  ADMISSION  OF  CALIFOBMU — ^PATXEHl 
OF  THE  DEBTS  OF  TEXAS— DEATH  OF  MB.  CALHOUN. 

At  the  close  of  the  thhrtieth  Congress  California  was  left  without  the 
protection  of  law.  Soon  after  the  adjournment  the  President  dispatched 
a  messenger  to  the  people  of  that  territorj,  requesting  them  to  form  a 
State  constitution  and  apply  at  an  early  day  of  the  next  Congress  for 
admission  to  the  Union.  It  is  belieyed  that  he  attempted  to  exercise 
no  influence  in  regard  to  the  adoption  or  repudiation  of  slayery  ;  but 
left  that  question  entirely  with  the  people,  a  policy  which  resulted  in 
the  adoption  of  a  free  constitution  and  organization  of  a  State  gOTem- 
ment. 

1849.1  -^^  ^^®  assembling  of  the  thirty-first  Cqpgress  it  was  found 
that  the  members  had  been  elected  from  the  whig  and  democratic 
parties  in  nearly  equal  numbers.  The  practice  of  so  arranging  the  com- 
mittees as  to  sUence  the  yoice  of  northern  philanthropy  had  been  MIy 
maintained  by  the  whig  Speaker  of  the  former  Congress.  The  adTocates 
of  Justice  and  of  northern  honor  now  determined  that  their  rotes  should 
be  cast  for  no  candidate  who  should  refbse  to  pledge  himself  to  abandon 
this  ppustice,  so  unjust  and  dishonorable.  • 

Messrs.  Tuck,  of  New  Hampshire  ;  Allen,  of  Massachusetts  ;  King, 
of  New  York ;  Willmot,  of  Pennsylyania ;  Root  and  Giddings,  of 
Ohio  ;  Julian,  of  Indiana,  and  Durkee,  of  Wisconsin,  had  been  elected 
as  advocates  of  constitutional  liberty,  and  were  expected  to  oppose  erery 
encroachment  upon  the  constitutional  rights  of  any  portion  of  ^ 
Union. 

The  policy  had  been  introduced  at  the  commencement  of  the  former 
Congress  by  Messrs.  Palfrey,  Tuck  and  Oiddings,  who  refused  to  Tote 
for  the  whig  nommee.  The  same  gentleman  was  again  nominated,  and 
those  opposed  to  his  election  now  numbered  eight  instead  of  three. 
They  boldly  demanded  of  thi  candidates  an  arowal  of  principles.  For 
half  a  century  the  great  effort  had  been  to  select  candidates  for  federal 
offices  whose  views  in  regard  to  slavery  were  unknown.  But  these  eight 
members  now  determined  to  vote  for  candidates  whom 'they  knew  to  be 
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^hi,  and  not  for  men  whose  highest  recommendations  w6re  that  no  one . 
knew  whether  they  were  right  or  wrong. 

The  two  great  contending  parties  were  duly  mformed  of  this  resola'* 
tion,  and  were  assured  that  when  either  shonld  present  such  a  candidate 
he  shonld  be  supported  by  the  TOtes  of  the  gentlemen  named.   It  was 
conceded  that  a  minority  of  all  the  Totes  was  necessary  to  elect  a 
Speaker,  and  that  neither  politicfd  party  coold  control  that  msgority. 

Several  other  members  from  both  political  parties  appeared  anxious  to 
act  with  the  eight  Free-soilers,  as  they  were  called  from  their  advocacy 
of  freedom  to  the  Territories  :  Among  them  Hon.  John  W.  Howe,  of 
Pennsylvania  ;  Oovemor  Cleveland  and  Hon.  — ^  Boothe,  of  Connec- 
ticut ;  Hon.  Horace  Mann,  of  Massachusetts,  and  Hon.  Joseph  Cable/ 
of  Ohio,  were  prominent. 

At  the  usual  hour  the  House  convened  and  proceeded  to  ballot  for 
Speaker,  and  on  counting  the  votes  it  was  found  that  the  whig  candi- 
date, Hon.  Robert  C.  Winthrop^  had  receive  96  votes,  Hon.  Howell 
Cobb  had  received  103  votes,  and  Hon.  David  Wilhnot  had  received  8 
votes. 

There  were  fourteen  votes  cast  for  individuals  who  were  not  candi- 
dates. 

Of  these  members  109  had  previously  acted  with  the  whig  party  and 
112  had  previously  acted  with  the  Democrats.  These  facts  clearly  in- 
dicated that  the  Whigs  could  only  hope  for  success  by  putting  in  nomi- 
nation a  candidate  who  should  receive  the  support  of  the  Free-soilers. 
.  On  the  4th  December,  the  balloting  was  renewed,  but  with  no  better 
success.  Five  ballots  were  cast  without  any  material  change  in  the 
position  of  the  various  candidates :  And  members  of  the  two  great 
parties  appeared  astonished  at  findiag  the  Free-soilers  immovable  in 
the  position  they  had  taken.  The  oldest  members  of  Congress  had 
never  witnessed  such  a  phenomenon,  and  dark  insinuations  were  thrown 
out  against  members  who  would  thus  endanger  the  Union :  But  in 
response  to  these  intimations,  both  of  those  parties  were  assured  that  as 
soon  as  either  should  present  a  candidate  who  was  recognized  as  a  sin- 
cere supporter  of  the  constitutional  right  of  petition,  the  Free-soilers 
would  sustain  him. 

On  the  5th,  three  ballots  only  were  taken  without  arriving  at  any  ro- 
snlta.  Southern  members  had  recourse  to  attempts  at  intimidation,  bat 
the  Free-soilers  paid  little  attention  to  them. 

On  the  6th,  various  propositionJB  were  brought  forward,  all  looking  to 
the  appointment  of  a  chairman  as  a  means  by  which  the  friends  of  lib^ty 
could  be  cheated  into  the  support  of  one  of  the  great  parties,  bat  tiny 
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wm«a  ToM  down :  ittd  the  haXk^a^  cofttiawd  wtO  tlie  lOtfa, 
members  appeared  irritated  and  flpioke  with  mwh  apparent  fiteiaiig  oa 
*  tlM  nbject.  To  theM  manifeslatfoiie  of  iU^feeiiag  Mr.  Root,  of  Oliio, 
VBipoiided  in  a  leim  of  saitirieal  bamor  tii^  oaoeed  mnek  laughter^  wida 
he  gmre  mmben  to  anderstend  iterj  diBtiartl j  tha^  tbe  Uttie  pvty  with 
irhom  he  acted  weee  not  likalj  floea  to  change  the  pofttioi  wUeh  thef 
hadi 


Mr.  Sweetier,  a  Democrat^  of  Ohio,  new  propoied  aa  a^toanaait 


>  die.  Mr.  Hohnes,  of  Soath  Carolina^  qpwieMd  his  upgmni^  bal 
ao  Yote  waa  taken  upon  it 

Oa  the  11th,  the  ballotingB  were  eoniiDiiadi  wHk  no  ether  reealfc  than 
the  apparently  satiefiMtory  coadnsion  that  the  small  band  of  Free-wileEa 
were  not  disposed  to  aid  the  election  of  a  Speaker  who  woald  be  likely 
to  treat  the  petitioafl  of  the  northern  peeple  with  diflre^iect. 

The  Sikh  baOot  dbowed  that  William  J.  Brown,  a  Demoerat^  of 
ladiaoa,  had  reeeiTed  10,9  y0^  out  of  186,  being  a  la^r  yote  than 
any  other  candidate  had  reomed. 

The  whig  candidate,  Mr.  Winthrop,  now  rose,  and  with  mnch  apparent 
emotioa  thanked  his  friends  for  their  sapport^  and  iprithdrew  hk  aame 
flrom  the  list  of  candidates,  and  the  Honse  a4jonmed. 

This  was  the  first  instanee  ior  the  aoaals  of  Amenean  politics  vhoe  a 
candklate  for  Congressional  hoaon  had  Med  in  consequence  of  hh 
devotion  to  the  interssls  of  slayery.  Up  to  tins  time  it  had  been  siq^- 
poeed  necessary  for  candidates  to  manafest  thdr  inteiest  in  theiasftstn- 
tM»  in  order  to  obtsin  ofiice,  bat  the  polmy  was  now  suddenly  renreraed. 
The  incident  was  regarded  with  intense  saziety,  and  shosred  Tery  deariy 
the  inereasiag  inflneace  of  the  adrocates  of  freedom. 

Daring  the  ereaiag,  the  little  band  of  Pree^aoilers  was  infomed  that 
Mr.  Brown  was  ready  to  pledge  huaself  so  to  arrange  the  oonmitlees 
aS' to  secore  r^KHfts  Uficm  petitions  rnmaeTniag  slavety. 

Neither  the  moral  nor  political  character  of  Mr.  Brown  recommenied 
him  to  the  favor  of  jast  and  hoooraUe  men*  Yet  the  FreeHM>ikis  had 
constantly  assored  the  other  parties,  that  whenever  they  would  seleet  a 
candidate  pledged  to  arrange  the  comadttees  of  the  Hoose  so  as  to  seeua 
•  the  right  of  petition,  they  would  vote  for  him ;  and  now  all  hot  Mil 
Boot,  of  Ohio,  and  Mr.  Jnlisii,  of  Indiana^  consented  to  redeem  thdr 

A  committee,  consistittg  of  Mamm  Willmat  and  King,  was  appqintod 
to  wait  on  Brown,  and  receive  from  him  the  mnUm  pledge  which  he 
was  said  to  be  prepared  to  give.    He  was  addressed  in  writing  ani 
$      returned  the  following  answer  : 


'<  W4«uy  OTov  CiTT^  I>tc,  10, 1849. 
"  Dear  Sib,^— In  answer  to  yonn  of  this  date,  I  will  state  that  should 
I  be  elected  Speaker  o(  the  House  of  Bepieseatatiyes,  I  will  constitijle 
the  QonunitteeB  on  the.  Dittoot  ol  Ckdiunbia,  on  the  Temtones,  and  on 
the  judiciary,  in  such  maoner  as  shall  he  satisfactory  to  youself  and* 
yonr  friends,  I  am  a  lepveaentatm  of  a  free  State,  and  have  always 
been  opposed  to  the  extension  of  slavery,  and  believe  that  the  Federal 
GovernmeTU  should  ht  reUtioed  fwm  ike  re^pontibiHty  of  slavery  where  they 
have  the  constUtUional  power  to  oMish  U, 

"W.  J.  BROWN, 
"  Hon.  David  Willmot.'' 

The  pledge  was  ample,  bnt  the  character  of  Brown  was  objectionable. 
Mr.  Bdoot  refined  to  sasteioi  him.  Julian  alao  objected,  and  waa 
detained  from  the  Honse  by  indisposition ;  bat  Messrs.  Allen,.  King;. 
Wilknot,  Dorkee,  TadL  and  QidsBnga  felt  it  their  dvty  to  live  19  to 
tiie  assorance  previonsly  held  oat 

On  the  assembling  of  the  House,  nast  mDming',  tiieoe  nm  great  ner- 
Tonsness  among  Whigs,  and  tha  writer  was  often  iaqnired  of  whether  he 
intended  to  vote  for  such  a  man  as  Mr.  Brown  ?  To  these  inqoioes  he 
npMed  that  he  beliered  11  a  duty  to  rote  I6r  Mr.  Brown^  in  orier  to 
maintain  the  constitutional  righta  of  the  peopk,  which  had  been  dia* 
i^arded  by  the  Speaker  of  Aa  pcmraa  Congress.  Those  members  who 
made  the  inquiry  admitted  that  tiia  wnter  had  acted  frankly  and  hon- 
estly, bat  deckred  that  they  had  Boibeliaiad  thaA  he  woold  ever  vatf 
for  Mr.  Brown. 

The  Whigs  had  elected  tiMir  ean^data  to  tha  Presidwcy,  and  conld 
faaTe  elected  a  Speaker,  by  taking  ai^^  member  pledged  to  sastain  the 
oenstitational  right  of  petldoa,  by  a  proper  arrangemeRt  of  committees  y 
but  they  woald  not,  and  wv  thef  aaw  their  party  laost  soob  be  dia> 
banded. 

An  onnsoal  solemmty  rested  xxfom  the  ooantenanoesirfmambeBB  aa  the 
Clerk,  amidst  the  most  prixfoimdsikmoe^  commenced  ^sailing  the  rdl,  and 
when  the  name  of  Gharlea  Allan- was  called,,  and  that  gentleman^  in  his 
owa  qmet  tone,  responded  ^'  William;  J.  Brown,^  there  was  a  distinct 
sensation  manifested  thronghouii  the  hall,  and  it  was  renewed  when 
Charles  Darkee  made  the  same  response  ;  bnt  a  moat  profonnd  anxiety 
and  deep  interest  was  visible  wtea  the  Clerk  commenced  callii^  the 
names  beginning  with  the  letter  Ck,  and  as  the  name  of  Joshna  R.  QiiV 
dings  was  called,  and  he  leeponded  '^  William  J.  Brown,"  a  maMrmnriaf 
sensation  ran  throngh  the  hallw    The  fiMt  that  he  shoald  vote  for  a 
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Democnet  of  Brown's  character  seemed  to  strike  the  Whigs  with  perfect 
astonishment. 

i8<».i         Soathem  Democrats  had  watched  the  vote  of  the  Free-sculea 
with  intetest,  and  when  Messrs.  Men,  Dorkee,  King,  Willmot^ 
Tnck  and  Giddings  voted  for  Brown,  seTcral  soathem  members  changed 
their  Yotes,  and  left  Brown  in  a  minoritj.    The  TOte  standing  : 

W.  J.  Brown    ........  112 

William  Duer 26 

Edward  Stanly     .......  18 

Charles  S.  Morehead IT 

Robert  C.  Winthrop 17 

Edward  W.  McQaughey    ....  13 

and  some  twenty  other  votes  were  cast  for  individaab  who  were  not  ca»- 
didates. 

Brown  had  been  defeated  by  soathem  Totes,  and  he  felt  the  blow  : 
Bat  jost  at  the  very  moment  when  the  whig  party  shoold  have  seised 
upon  the  liavorable  moment  to  elect  a  Speaker  pledged  to  the  Gonstita- 
tion,  Mr.  Stanley,  a  Whig,  of  North  Carolina,  offered  a  resolation,  stat« 
ing  that— 

"  The  democratic  party  be  requested  to  appoint  three  members  to 
confer  with  three  members  of  the  whig  party  relative  to  the  choice  of 
proper  officers  of  the  House  of  Representatives." 

In  his  address  oiging  the  adoption  of  his  resolation,  he  applied  to  the 
Free-soilers  terms  and  epithets  onosaal  in  l^;i8lative  bodies.  Mr.  Bayley, 
of  Yirgioia,  a  Democrat,  replied  to  Mr.  Stanley,charging  that  gentleman 
and  the  whig  party  with  electing  a  President  who  had  been  silent,  not 
dariog  to  say  anything  on  the  sobject  of  slavery ;  but  leaving  every  maa  to 
imagine  that  when  elected  he  would  do  as  each  of  his  8q>porters  desired. 

But  the  debate  soon  turned  iqx>n  the  correspondence  between  Messrs. 
Willmot  and  Brown.  The  note  of  Mr.  Brown  was  read  publicly  in  the 
House,  and  members  engaged  in  debating  the  extraordinary  drcom- 
stances,  without  aiming  at  any  particolar  object. 

As  the  House  convened  on  the  18th,  members  agam  appeared  solann. 
They  now  seemed  to  realise  that  the  advocates  of  liberty  were  not  to  be 
driven  nor  flattered  from  their  position.  Stanley's  resolution  was 
regarded  as  proof  that  southern  Whigs  were  more  disposed  to  break  up 
the  whig  party  than  permit  it  to  become  the  instroment  of  sastainiiig 
the  constitutional  right  of  petition  :  and  northern  members  of  the  whig 
organization  appeared  to  feel  that  it  must  be  abandoned.  Nor  did  it 
recover.    It  had  come  into  power  without  any  avowed  or  definite  prin- 
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dfHoB,  and  at  that  pomt  its  trimnph  ended.  There  being  no  common 
principle  on  which  its  members  conld  rally,  the  oiganisation  disbanded^ 
and  this  contest  for  Speaker  constitated  its  last  battle-field  ;  and  the 
morement  of  Mr.  Stanley  inflicted  the  &tal  wound  of  which  it  died. 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Mississippi,  offered  a  resolution  deditfiog  Howell  Oobb, 
of  Oeoffgia,  to  be  Speaker,  and  addressed  members  in  support  of  his  pro- 
poation.  Other  resolutions  wore  offered  and  exciting  speeches  were  de- 
lirered.  Mr.  Meade,  of  Yirginia,  as  if  his  patience  had  been  tried  to 
the  utmost,. declared  himself  ready  to  TOte  for  any  man  8f  any  party, 
who  would  crush  this  demon  of  discord  now  seeking  the  abolition  of 
slftTery  in  the  District  of  Columbia  and  in  our  Temtories ;  but  if  these 
measures  were  to  be  oarried,  he  trmkd  m  CM  ikttf  Ae  had  kck^  itpon 
ike  loit  Speaker  oftkt  Howe  of  M^eseniiUives, 

This  distinct  enunciation  of  disunion  sentiments  appeared  to  arouse 
the  patriotic  feelings  of  Mr,  Dner,  of  New  York,  whp  proclauned  him- 
self ready,  to  Tote  for  any  one,  **  a  Whig,  or  Democrat,  or  Free<soiler~ 
any  man  except  a  disnmanist/* 

Mr.  Bayley,  of  Virginia.    **  There  are  no  disunionists  m  this  House.'' 

Mr.  Duer.    "I  wish  I  could  think  so,  but  I  fear  there  are." 

Mr.  Bayley.    '' Who  are  they  ?    Point  them  out." 

Mr.  Duer.  "  Ibelieye  there  are  some  firomyour  State  ;  I  think  I  sea 
one  of  them  now"  (pointing  towards  Mr.  Meade). 

Mr.  Meade,  in  his  seat    "  It  is  fi&lse." 

Mr.  Duer.    "  You  are  a  liar." 

Meade  now  rushed  at  Duer  :  Duct's  friends  gathered  around  him,  and 
Meade's  Mends  rushed  to  him.  Different  Toioes  mingled  in  angry  tones. 
Pro&ne  corses  and  defiant  imprecations  constituted  the  only  audible  ex- 
pvessmns  uttered  by  the  hostile  parties.  The  Gletk  called  to  order  at 
the  top  of  his  Toice ;  the  SeigeaAt«t«rms  seiaed  the  mace  and  bore  it 
into  the  midst  of  the  crowd,  while  excited  voioes  firom  Tarious  quarteoDS 
bode  fami ''  take  away  that  taiMe," 

At  length  the  tumultuous  wares  b^pm  to  subside,  and  the  excitement 
gradually  died  away.  Members  came  to  themselTes,  and  one  after  an- 
other retired  to  their  seats,  and  when  Mr.  Duer's  Toioe  could  be  heard, 
lie  apokgized  to  the  House  for  haying  used  language  unbecoming  the 
place.* 

Mr.  Toombs,  of  Georgia,  was  more  honest  than  Meade.  He  was 
TDhement  in  his  denunciation  of  Free-^oilers  for  takidg  advantage  of  this 
occasion  to  promote  their  objects,  saying,  **  I  do  not  hesitate  to  ayow 

•  llMd*  ohfllleBced  Doer  to  moitid  «nbM  for  Uinfl  «harsliw  tte 
»rtwitoii<0fthdfartteJolntfco<liiintony<boatoaatf»tOittyoM»«fttrwur^ 
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before  thiB  Hovse  and  the  ooentry,  and  in  thepraenoeof  the  iinng  Oed, 
that  if  yon  seek  to  driTe  na  from  the  territorieB  of  California  and  New 
Mexico  by  exdading  slavery  therefrom,  and  abolish  alaTery  in  the  Die-, 
tiict  of  Cohmibia,  lemf&r  dmoUUum}^ 

Mr.  Dner  now  explained  in  a  very  nodignified  manner,  dieaTOwing  any 
intention  to  exdnde  slayery  from  OaUfomia  or  New  Mexico,  or  of  •  abo- 
lishing it  in  the  District  of  Oolnmbiai  and  insisted  that  snch  Impntaticni 
was  ni^jost  to  nine-tenths  of  the  people  of  the  free  States. 

Mr.  Inge,  of  Alabama,  inquired  of  Mr.  Doer  if  he  would  vote  for  the 
g»itleman  frtMn  Georgia  (Mr.  Toombs). 

Mr.  Dner  retried,  "  I  did  not  mdecstand  the  gentleman  fromCkoigia 
U^  be  in&Yor  of  a  dissolutiim  except  m  a  certain  oontingem^,  and  wiUi 
that  nnderstanding  I  would  Tote  for  hun  if  necessary  to  <»ganise  Hie 
Honse."* 

Mr«  Bi^er,  of-IUmois,  declaied  Oat  the  people  had  the  right  to  ez- 
.dode  siayery  from  California  and  New  Mexico,  ud  the  Distcict  of  Go- 
Imnbia,  if  they  desired,  and  snch  exclusion  wndd  qff&rd  no  cause  for 

Mr.  Stei^ens,  of  Oecvgia,  declared  that  he  approved  of  ereiy  word 
that  his  colleague,  Mr.  Toombs,  had  ntt^wd,  and  assnied  northern  own 
that  whenever  southern  institntions  were  invaded  oatside  of  slave  States^' 
either  in  the  Territories  or  in  the  District  of  Colombia,  the  Union  woidd 
be  diasolTed.^ 

Mr.  Cleyeland,  of  Connecticat,  in  a  rery  cool  and  sensoble 
aasored  sonthem  gentlemen  that  the  people  were*/f«e,  and  would 
cm  the  rights  of  freemen  wfaerever  they  had  the  constitationai  aotlKK 
rity  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Colco<^,  of  South  CaroUna,  agreed  with  Messrs.  Toombs  aad 
StephMis,  that  the  Union  would  be  diasolved  whenever  slav^  dioold  be 
^exdnded  from  our  Territories  or  from  the  District  of  Columbia. 
184S.]  ^*  ^^Q>  ^^  Massachusetts,  with  dignity  of  manner  and  great 
foTce^of  argument^  defended  the  course  of  the  Eree^oi^jen,  and  in 
chaste  and  dignified  language  exposed  the  threats  and  siqperdlious  bear- 
ing of  southern  members.  The  debate  continued  to  a  late'hoor,  and 
very  folly  and  clearly  manifested  the  mortification  and  disai^ointeenft 

*  Mr.  Toombf,  probably,  hsd  no  nora  attftofaae&t  to  the  Union  at  that  timo  ttiaa 
acUng  aa  Secretary  of  War  for  th«  Owfedenle  StofeM  ttiirtoen  yean  afterwanta. 

t  Mr.  Balier  waa  a  aattve  of  ■ngiaad,  %  maa  of  too  talenta  and  dofoted  to  tbo  OmaiMMum. 
.vaa  appointed  aJMiadlar4«a«i«l  In  tbo  amy  of  Om  Unitod  Statci,  and  feU  at  the  bAllle  of 
BlBlI,lnie0i. 

(  Kt.  SlophflH  WM  tiM  ft*  VIoo-PftMiBt  of  the  ConfMorate  OovofUBWt,  a  vlili^  aad  n 
I  nWdai  p«at  iaflMaoa  viih  wHteni  BfliAin  of  tbat  party. 
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wUch  aoathern  members  ftK  at  their  More  to  esUbfish  dftvery  in  Calir 
fbrnia  and  New  Mexico  at  the  pretioiis  aeasioiL  Threats  and  arrogant 
btoster  was  regaided  as  the  resort  of  the  slare  power. 

Before  the  adjoomment  another  ballot  was  had  for  Speaker,  which  . 
demonstrated  the  demoraIi»tii(m  of  both  whig  and  democratio  parties. 
The  debate  and  baUotings  continned  nntil  the  eyening  of  the  80th  De- 
cember, when  the  Whigs  and  Demoerats  met  in  s^Mrafes  conyentions, 
and  appointed  committees  from  the  free  and  aiaye  States  to  confer  and 
agree  upon  some  mode  of  organizing  the  Hoose.- 

The  writer  haying  heard  some  hmtsin  regard  to  these  meetings,  called 
ont  the  fiicts  in  open  session,  by  interrogating  Mr.  Ashman,  a  Whig,  of 
Massachosetts. 

The  21st  December  was  entirely  occnpied  in  debate.  The  House  was 
as  yet  an  nnorganized  body  of  men.  Each  member  was  controlled  by 
his  own  sense  of  propriety.  In  accordance  with  this  common  propriety, 
and  from  necessity,  the  Clerk  had  from  the  commencement  of  thegoyem- 
ment  called  members  to  order,  at  12  o'clock  on  the  first  day  of  each 
Congress,  and  calling  to  his  assistance  four  members,  had  proceeded  to 
call  the  roll  and  receiye  the  yotes  for  Speaker,  who,  soon  as  elected  and 
nwom,  asBomed  official  fimctions ;  but  np  to  the  22d  December  the 
members  had  been  nnable.to  elect  a  Speaker :  yet  all  had  demeaned 
themaelyes  in  an  orderly  manner,  saye  in  the  affair  between  Mesva.  Doer 
and  Meade,  and  they  had  quietly  submitted  all  questions  of  order  to  the 
decision  of  the  Clerk,  agreeably  to  fcnrmer  precedent.  On  the  day  last 
referred  to,  Mr.  Toombs,  a  Whig,  of  Georgia,  cLumed  the  floor,  for  the 
purpose  of  addressmg  the  Hoi^ ;  but  wsa  called  to  order  ftt>m  yarious 
parts  of  the  hall  as  the  House  were  proceeding  to  ypte  on  a  pending 
question.  .  Toombs  insisted  on  speaking  ;  the  Clerk  declared  the  caU  for 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  pending  question  to  haye  been  carried,  and  couh 
menced  calling  the  rolL  Toombs,  setting  at  defiance  that  eonrtesy  and 
respectful  demeanor  towards  his  fdlow-members  which  had  eyer  controlled 
their  action,  continued  in  a  loud  tone  of  yoice  to  address  the  House. 
The  Clerk  proceeded  in  calling  the  roll  of  members,  and  while  thus  em- 
ployed and  the  members  were  responding  to  their  names,  Toombs  became 
more  boisterous  in  his  tone  and  manner ;  members,  miable  to  hear  their 
names  whenn»lled,  left  thc^  seats  and  gathered  around  the  Clerk's  desk 
and  made  their  responses  to  the  call,  while  Toombs,  apparently  enraged, 
now  spoke  at  the  yery  top  of  his  yoice  to  the  members^  not  one  of  whom 
was  paying  any  att^tion  whateyer  to  his  yehement  tirade,  and  no  re- 
porter attempted  to  giye  any  sketch  of  his  remark^  The  Olerk  declared 
the  yote.    Toombs  oontinued  speaking  in  the  most  bolslefous  mamer, 
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ftod  the  Clerk  and  other  members  contlnned  the  regular  business  amid 
great  disorder  for  thirty  or  forty  mmutes,  when,  apparently  ft'om  physical 
exhaustion,  Mr.  Toombs  suspended  fiirther  effort,  and  Mr.  Staunton,  of 
Tennessee,  as  chairman  of  a  joint  conunittee  of  the  whig  and  democratic 
parties,  stated  that  said  committee  had  agreed  to  advise  the  House  to 
proceed  to  take  three  more  ballote  for  Speaker,  and  if  no  election  be 
had,  the  roll  should  be  agab  caUed  and  the  candidate  receiving  the  high- 
est number  of  rotes  diould  be  declared  drdy  dected. 
^g^.  The  writer  then  offered  a  resolution  setting  forth  that  as  the 
Constitution  required  a  majority  of  aU  the  votes  given  to  elect  a 
Speaker,  no  rote  of  a  mmority  of  the  members  could  elect  such 
officer ;  but  as  one-fifth  of  the  members  were  not  in  favor  of  this  reso- 
lution, the  yeas  and  nays  could  not  be  obtamed,  and  it  was  rejected. 
Hie  House  then  adopted  Mr.  Staunton's  report  by  a  rote  of  113  to  106. 

On  the  adoption  of  this  report  there  was  some  exultation,  but  the 
older  and  more  considerate  members  r^rded  it  as  a  predsdent  for 
•etting  ttside  the  Constitution  in  coming  time. 

The  three  ballots  were  taken  and  the  House  reached  the  contingency 
<x>ntemplated  in  the  report ;  and  the  Clerk  proceeded  to  call  the  roll  of 
members  for  the  final  vote,  being  the  sixty-third  ballot.  After  the  roll 
had  been  called,  Mr.  Tuck,  of  New  Hampshire,  rose  and  changed  his 
rote  from  Mr.  Wiibnot  to  Mr.  Winthrop.  The  other  members  of  that 
Qttle  band  remained  firm  to  the  last,  and  the  vote  was  declared  as  follows : 
fer  Howell  Cobb,  102  ;  for  Robert  C.  Winthrop,  99  ;  for  David  WOI- 
taiot,  8. 

Mr.  Stanley  then  rose  and  proposed  a*  resolution  declaring  Mr.  Cobb 
to  hare  been  duly  dected.  Thb  proposition  was  adopted  by  a  vote  of 
14T  to  34.  Mr.  Cobb  then  took  the  oath  of  office  and  was  duly  installed 
IB  Speaker  of  the  House.* 

This  contest  was  one  of  unprecedented  duration.  The  fact  that  eight 
members,  acting  upon  what  they  deemed  their  cx>nstitutional  duty,  voted 
for  no  man  who  would  not  pledge  himself  to  uphold  the  constitutional 

^  The  frblf  party  Iwd  erer  been  oontroned  In  Hi  Mllon  hj  soathem  memben.  Indeed,  a  perfed 
faifatiiaUon  appeved  to  bare  taken  pWBwrton  of  Ibe  nortbem  memben  ef  tbat  orgaidraUoa  At 
any  day  daring  the  three  ireeks  of  eonfllet  they  could  hATO  elMted  any  meoiber  of  the  pwW  v^ 
ironld  pledge  himself  to  aostaln  th^  conatitiiilonal  right  of  petiaon,  by  appointing  onnwnHteffi  «te 
wovld  report  on  norfbem  petittona.  There  waa  no  pledge  demanded  that  they  ahoold  report  In 
fa>9or  of  nch  petittona ;  bat  the  demand  waa  that  the  pedtiona  ahoold  be  re^Me^^ly  feapeaaai 
lo.  Tet  that  party  loffered  Mr.  Stanley,  a  ilareholder,  to  lead  them  to  diabandment  rather  than 
ffntaln  the  light  of  pelKlon. 

tt  should  be  ftirtlier  home  In  mind  that  Ite  rNe«>UMspropeied  to  Tota  for  Mr.  Stereim,  of  PeA- 
iVinmlA,  w!thoat  any  pledge,  as  they  regarded  him  oommHted  to  the  support  of  the  OonatitaOon  bj 
his  paat  life. 
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IJghts  of  tbe  free  Slates,  set  at  defiance  the  taimts  and  threats  and  pep- 
secntion  of  the  two  great  parties,  met  the  stender  and  detraction  of 
partisan  presses,  and  finaUj  mamtakied  their  moral  and  political  integ- 
Xiijf  compelHng  the  two  pro-slareiy  parties  to  nnite  in  order  to  preserre 
the  influence  of  the  stave  power,  constitntes  an  important  incident  in  the 
"  regime  of  slaTery." 

Experienced  statesman  then  saw  that  the  whig  party  had  volontarily 
sorrendered  np  its  ezistenoe  at  the  dictation  of  its  daveholding  members. 
True,  it  attempted  to  rally  on  the  Presidential  election  of  1852,  bat  it 
fiuled,  and  with  this  election  of  Speaker  that  party  ceased  to  exist  as  a 
potential  organization. 

This  resnlt  also  demonstrated  the  political  principle  that  the  adyocates 
of  slavery  and  the  snpporters  of  liberty  cannot  act  together  when  pro- 
perly confronted  by  those  who  wonld  maintam  the  principles  which  lie  at 
the  basis  of  onr  Government. 

The  HooM  being  organised,  the  President  transmitted  to  Congress 
his  first  annual  message,  informing  the  members  that  the  people  of  Cali- 
fornia and  New  Mexico  had  formed  State  governments  and  adopted 
State  constitotions,  and  would  at  no  distant  day  apply  for  admission  to 
the  Federal  Union.  This  circumstance  was  regarded  as  favorable  to  the 
cause  of  human  freedom,  and  was  gladly  hailed  by  the  friends  of  human 
Tights. 

The  violent  attacks  of  the  whig  press  upon  the  Free-6(Mler8  who  had 
so  firmly  refused  to  vote  for  any  candidate  who  would  not  pledge 
himself  to  maintain  the  constitutional  right  of  petition,  attracted  gene- 
ral attention  throughout  the  country.  They  denied  that  those  mem- 
bers were  actuated  by  patriotic  motives,  but  insisted  that  they  had  re- 
fbsed  to  vote  for  Mr.  Winthrop  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  the  whig 
party. 

In  consequence  of  these  assaults,  Mr.  Root  took  occasion  to  inform  the 
Bouse  and  the  country  that  Mr.  Cobb  held  the  oflkce  of  Speaker  by 
virtue  (tf  Mr.  Stanley's  resoluUon,  and  not  by  the  votes  of  eight  Free* 
soilers. 

A  dd>ate  of  a  mixed  character,  being  m  part  personal  and  in  part 
jpolittcal,  followed,  in  whieh  the  writer  participated,  sustaining  Mr.  Root 
and  justifying  the  "  Free-soOers,"  while  Messrs.  Winthrop  and  Rockwell^ 
of  Massachusetts,  and  Schenck  and  Yinton,  of  Ohio,  endeavored  to 
vindicate  the  whig  party.  Tbe  discussion  manifested  the  mt^ise  hostility 
of  the  Whigs  towards  those  who  devoted  their  energies  to  promote  tl^ 
cause  of  liberty  and  civilusation.  « 

Both  Whigs  and  Democrat84J80  appeared  to  foel  ikiat  the  intereeCs 
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of  bamanity  bad  been  too  mooeBatiil  la  exdttdingalaTery  from  Ca]if<miia^ 
ftnd  that  meaeores  moflt  be  adopted  to  placate  the  fidaye  power. 

On  the  Slat  December,  Mr.  Root  dfered  a  reeolatioa  directiilg  the 

Committee  on  Territories  to  report  a  bill  organidng  all  that  territory 

.  obtained  from  Mexico  ;  and  laying  eaat  of  Califomi%  exdudiiig  damerjf 

therefrom.    Delays  were  interposed  nntil  the  4th  Febroarj,  when  the 

resolation  was  rqected  by  a  vote  of  105  to  15.  . 

In  accordance  with  the  policy  adopted  by  the  Execntiye  in  regaxd  to 
California,  the  people  of  New  Mexico  formed  a  State  constitntioa  and 
government,  exclading  slavery,  and  ap{>lied  for  admission  to  the  Union ; 
bnt  after  some  delay  the  application  was  rejected,  the  democratic  party 
having  control  of  the  House,  as  it  was  then  organized, 
^gu^n  '  Mr.  Upham,  of  Yermoot,  presented  to  the  Senate  a  resdntaon 
adopted  by  the  Legislature  of  that  Sfote,  declaring  "  that  skvoy 
is  a  crime  against  humanity  and  a  sore  evil  in  the  body  politic,  that  was 
excused  by  the  framers  of  our  Federal  Constitution,  entailed  upon  the 
country  by  their  predecessors,  and  tolerated  solely  as  a  thing  of  inexosra- 
ble  necessity  f  and  calling  on  Congress  to  exdude  iifram  the  Terriianm 
of  the  United  Slates^  from  the  District  of  Columbia,  from  the  high  stas^ 
amd  from  all  other  jlaees  where  Congress  hdds  exclusive  jurisdiction. 

The  presentation  of  this  resolution  occasioned  a  spirited  debate. 
Mr.  Yulee,  of  Florida,  objected  to  its  being  printed.  He  regarded 
the  language  declaring  slavery  a  crime  as  offensive  to  the  people  of 
Other  States.  Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  also  referred  to  the  language 
in  terms  of  condemnation. 

Mr.  Phelps,  of  Vermont,  maintained  the  right  of  the  people  of  faia 
State  to  speak  their  own  views  without  restndnt. 

Mr.  Boreland,  of  Arkansas,  spoke  with  great  severity,  proclaiming  a 
dissolation  of  the  Union  if  language,  like  that  used  in  this  resolation 
was  tolerated. 

Mr.  Chase,  of  Ohio,  a  new  member  from  that  State,  thought  that  the 
rule  of  the  Senate  should  be  maintained,  that  every  State  had  the  right 
to  express  the  views  of  its  people  upon  all  subjects,  including  that  of 
slavery,  and  assured  Senators  that  the  State  of  Ohio  would  be  likely  to 
speak  the  sentiments  of  her  people,  irrespective  of  threats  of  disunion, 
•let  them  come  from  what  quarter  they  may. 

This  was  the  first  time  Mr.  Chase  spoke  in  the  Senate.  He  had 
been  one  of  the  leading  anti-slavery  men  of  Ohio,  and  was  elected 
to  the  Senate  as  such.  He  had  spoken  aiy}  written  in  favor  of 
the  natural  rights  of  mankind  ;  and  southern  members  were  well  ac- 
quainted with  his  character.    Mr.  Butler,  of  South  Carolina,  a  man  of 
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age  and  high  positioii,  repHecl  to  Mr.  Chase,  dedaring  that  Soath  CarO" 
lina  had  made  great  saonficeB  in  sarrenderiiig  to  GoDgreas  the  power 
orer  commerce  and  navigatioii ;  and  then  read  a  long  letter  written  by 
Mr.  Chase,  declaring  the  doctrmes  which  he  had  long  maintained  in  pnblic 
and  in  private,  manifesting  the  singular  coincidence  of  action  between  these 
two  Senators :  Mr.  Chase  haying  desired  the  pnblic  to  understand  his 
Tiews  with  the  expectation  that  they  would  be  sustained ;  while  Mr. 
Butler  read  them  to  the  Senate  with  the  e3q>ectation  of  iujuring  the  in- 
fluence of  the  Ohio  Senator.  The  debate  continued  four  days,  but  at  its 
conclusion  the  resolutions  were  ordered  to  he^printed, 

Mr.  Benton  presented  resolutions  from  the  Legislature  of  .^^^ 
Missouri,  decUiring  that.tiie  Federal  Constitution  was  a  compro- 
mise of  conflicting  interests ;  that  it  gave  no  power  to  Congress  to 
legislate  upon  the  subject  of  slavery,  except  in  regard  to  the  African 
daye  trade  and  the  return  of  ftigitive  slaves.  '^That  any  attempt  to 
legislate  upon  the  subject  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia  or  in 
the  Territories  would  be  a  violation  of  the  Federal  Constitution  tending 
to  a  dissolution  of  the  Union.'' 

The  students  of  our  political  history  will  wonder  at  these  ab- 
surd doctrines  put  forth  by  legislatures  of  that  day.  The  Qovem- 
ment  had  been  founded  upon  the  avowed  right  of  every  human  being 
to  liberty,  and  the  Constitution  had  declared  that  no  person  sbduld  be 
deprived  of  liberty  without  trial  by  due  process  of  law  :  Yet  professed 
statesmen,  under  excitement,  solenmly  placed  on  record  the  opinion  that 
Congress  could  not  legislate  for  carrying  out  the  very  purpose  of  its 
existence.  But  the  absurdity  of  these  resolutions  become  most  apparent 
when  we  call  to  mind  the  fact  that  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in  the 
District  of  Columbia  and  upon  the  high  seas  had  been  established  by 
congressional  legisbition,  and  the  .power  of  Congress  to  repeal  its  own 
enactments  was  then  denied  by  the  slave  power. 

The  Leg^ature  of  Mis^uri,  however,  declared  further,  that  in  case 
Congress  legislated  for  the  exclusion  of  slavery  from  the  District  of 
Columbia  or  from  the  Territories,  that  State  would  be  found  acting  with 
other  slave  States  in  favor  of  any  measures  deemed  necessary  to  preserve  the 
rights  of  her  people. 

Mr.  Benton,  on  presenting  these  resolutions,  c|gclared  that  the  Legi£h 
lature  of  his  State  had  mistaken  the  feelings  of  her  people,  who  would 
fiever  hefownd  acting  in  favor  of  a  dissolution  of  the  Union.* 

Mr.  Hale  presented  the  petition  of  citizens  of  PennsylTania,  praying 

*  MiMoail  wu  sabwqatntljr  Um  fint  of  (be  ilare  SU(«t  to  d«cUre  In  ikror  of  onumolpalloii. 
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Ooogrea  to  Uke  meaflores  for  the  peaedhi  diaBoktioii  of  tiie  AmoA 
eaa  Union.  This  arooMd  the  fedingg  of  aoatham  Bemben,  wbm 
dtnooooed  the  memorialiits  with  great  bUtemeia,  ia  a  debate  of  two 
days  upon  the  propriety  of  reoetving  the  petitaoa,  which  waa  Ana^f 
eidnded* 

Mr.  Maognm,  a  Whig,  of  North  Caioiiiia»  prese&tei  the  naoMaoM 
of  a  popular  meeting  in  that  State  denouncuig  the.  people  of  the  firee 
States  as  fanatical  and  diahonest,  and  threatenuig  a  dioolation  of  the 
Union  if;  what  they  teraaed,  the  righit  of  ikt  SmUh  wre  imimfini 
vntk. 

It  is  among  the  onrioeilies  of  slaTeholding  IJteiatiire  that  p^ainaem 
of  langnage  was  never  used  where  slayery  was  coaoemed ;  thus,  tiMse 
lesolatioas  spoke  of  the  rigkU  of  Me  Soutk^  BManiag  elayery  and  tibe 
daTe  trade  in  the  District  of  Colombia,  in  the  Territories,  and  on  the 
Ugh  seas,  and  if  these  were  interfered  with,  the  people  of  North  OaroBaa 
would  secede  from  the  Union. 

-  Mr.  Hale  objected  to  the  reception  of  this  memorial  whidi  threstensd 
violent  dissolation,  as  the  petition  whidi  he  had  presented  but  a  ibw 
days  before  from  Pennsylvania  had  been  exdnded  from  the  Senate^  foe* 
cause  it  asked  a  peaceful  dissolation. 

Bat  this  memorial  from  North  Carolina  was  respectfolly  receiyed  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Printing,  to  be  poblished  or  withhdd  from 
poblication  as  they  might  think  proper,  only  two  democratic  membea 
voting  against  the  propositioni  to  wit,  Messrs.  Douglas,  of  Illinois^  and 
Bradbury,  of  Maine.  ^ 

^gg^^  Mr.  Seward,  of  New.  York,  presented  the  petition  of  aoBie  twa 
hundred  and  twenty  dtissens  of  that  State  (ffaying  the  abolitioa 
of  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  aakedito 
reference  to  the  appropriate  committee  ;•  bat  its  reception  was  rofaoed. 
Messrs.  Bright,  of  Indiana;  Dodge  and  Jones^  of  Iowa;  Cass,  of  IGehr 
gan;  Douglas,  of  Illinois;  Daytcm  and*  Mil^r,  of  New  Jersey,  votfag 
with  the  slaveholders  to  ezcbde  the  petition. 

From  all  parts  of  the  free  States  petitions  were  now  daily  prsseitted 
bk  each  House  of  Congress  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the  skve 
trade  in  the  Districtof  Columbia,  in  the  Territories  of  the  United  States 
and  upon  the  high  seas.  Othets  requested  that  Congress  would  pabMy 
acknowledge  the  existence  of  a  Supreme  Being,  and  Uie  duty  of  obeif- 
ing  His  law  :  while  from  various  slave  States  memorials  were  presented 

*  nirteen  jtan  •tt&r  ibh  debate  wwj  mmihwrn  m«nb«r  who  iMalled  Uiete  mamorialili  nlli 
Inreettref  wu  rastalnlng  an  armtd  rib4Uion  afaliwl  Ui«  Union,  whleh  Quj  had  proclaimed tfMrvtf 
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settiog  forth  the  bkasiBgs  of  duTery,  dedarittg  it  a  dtviae  institiitioii, 
•nd  praying  OoDgress  to  ezteod  its  beiiefitfl«. 

Bat  the  enbjeet  which  attracted  more  atteBtion  than  aaj  other,  was 
the  qoestion  of  admitting  California  as  a  free  State.  The  people  of  that 
for  distant  territory  had,  in  accordance  with  the  ExecntiTC  wish,  foaned 
ft  ocniBtitiitioii  aad  State  govemaeiit,  and  now  asked  admission  to  the 
Union  of  States.  They  had  ezpres^  prohibited  slayery,  by  the  constir 
totioD,  from  existing  in  that  important  r^on,  which  the  slaye  power 
had  designed  as  the  abode  of  abject  servitade. 

The  adyocates  of  slayery  now  learned  by  experience^  that  the  ^.^^^ 
riayeholder,  with  his  seryants  d(»Bidled  aronnd  him,  with  his 
plantation  and  its  peculiar  paraphernalia  regulated  and  adapted  to  the 
taste,  the  habits,  and  wants  of  the  owner,  was  not  only  unwilling  to 
Bsttioye  to  a  z^w  country,  but  was  positiyely  unable  to  do  so  without 
great  sacrifice  of  property,  of  ease,  and  of  comfort.  In  consequence  of 
these  difficulties,  not  a  large  shiyeholder  had  remoyed  to  Camomia,  and 
but  few  owners  of  a  small  number  of  slayes  were  to  be  found  there,  at 
the  time  the  people  were  shapmg  the  institutions  of  that  embryo  State  ; 
while  young  and  enterprising  dtisens  from  eyeiy  free  State  had  taken 
lip  their  abode  in  the  territory,  almost  as  soon  as  the  treaty  had  been 
signed.  These  young  and  actiye  men  were  loyers  of  liberty,  and  were 
careful  to  giye  the  proper  character  to  the  constitution  and  laws  of 
California. 

Haying  failed  to  establish  a  dayeholding  goyemment  m  the  territory 
acquired  for  that  purpose,  the  slaye  power  was  at  once  arrayed  against 
its  admission  as  a  free  State.  Accordingly,  the  debate  on  that  question 
was  opened  by  Mr.  Clingman,  of  North  Carolina.  He  a{^)eared  clearly 
to  omiprehend  the  danger  to  dayery  arismg  from  the  progress  of  Chris- 
tian dyilization ;  and  that  the  institution  could  be  presenred  from  imme- 
diate destruction  only  by  obtainmg  further  concessions  in  its  foyor  before 
California  should  be  admitted.  &e  was  candid  in  his  statement  of  the 
yiews  and  designs  of  the  antindayety  men.  He  admitted,  their  olyeet 
was  merely  to  exclude  slayery  from  the  District  of  Columbia,  from  the 
Territories,  and  from  the  high  seas ;  making  a  total  separation  of  the 
Federal  Goyernment  from  all  support  of  the  institution.*  He  denounced 
these  objects  as  unconstitutionsl.  He  spoke  of  the  loss  of  slayes  by 
yolnntary  emigration  to  Canada,  C(Hnplained  that  northern  men  would 

•  It  li  ft  ringalar  tUt,  tfifti  while  90b«  O^nMOsn  wen  ttm  otadUl  «Bd  vedfle  la  tMr 
■wirrtnn  «f  the  object*  of  antl-eUTery  mtn,  northern  preiNt  and  northern  pro^Urery  poIiticUnt 
deaonnoad  anti-ebtveiy  bmb  In  gtii4rai  Umn»s  tH  MTcr  made  anj  ipedflo  «baifei,  which  eoold 
be  mei  nnd  dlsprored. 
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not  capture  tliem ;  and  insisted  tbat  OoDgresB  was  bound  to  enact  a 
more  efficient  law  for  their  arrest  and  return..  He  spoke  freely  of  die- 
nnion,  and  insisted  that  the  northwestern  States  wonld  unite  witii  the 
Sonth,  if  the  Union  were  dissolved  i*  and  cautioned  northern  men  to 
beware. 

Mr.  Howard,  of  Texas,  said  the  pablic  onght  to  know  whether  a 
soathem  President  had  indoced  the  people  of  California  to  adopt  a 
consUtotion  exclading  slayery  ;  declaring  that  the  Soath  had  erer  re- 
quired  of  Presidential  candidaUt  eaopras  pledges  to  nuuntdin  southern  t»- 
terests.  But  the  borden  of  iCr.  Howard's  speech  was  the  right  of  Texas 
to  all  the  territory  lying  east  and  north  of  the  Rio  Orande. 

Perhaps  history  records  no  instance  of  a  more  unfdnnded  assertion  of 
claim,  than  that  of  Texas  to  the  territory  mentioned. 

The  intendency  of  Texas,  and  that  of  Coahnilay  had  been  originally 
united  under  one  goyemment ;  and  when  about  to  separate,  a  commis- 
sion was  appointed  to  establish  the  line  between  them.  At  the  head  of 
this  commission  was  General  Almonte,  for  many  years  Minister  to  the 
United  States.  The  line  of  demarkation  commenced  at  the  moath  of 
the  Aransas,  one  hundred  and  forty  miles  north  of  the  Rio  Orande,  and 
extended  northwesterly  at  about  the  same  distance  from  that  riyer  to 
the  east  line  of  New  Mexico.  Most  of  this  last  mentioned  intendency, 
with  Santa  F6,  its  capital,  its  custom-house  and  many  of  its  most 
populous  villages,  lay  east  of  the  Rio  Grande. 

Texas  revolted  in  1836,  and,  by  resoluticJn,  declared  all  the  territory 
north  and  east  of  the  Bio  Grwnde  to  hdong  to  her  peoj^  and  sent  an  army 
to  New  Mexico  ;  but  every  man  was  killed  or  taken  prisoner.  Another 
army  had  marched  upon  Mier,  on  the  Rio  Grande,  within  the  inten- 
dency of  Chihuahua  ;  but  every  man  was  killed,  taken  prisoner,  or  made  a 
hasty  retreat  back  to  Texas.  And  the  Mexican  custom-house,  lying 
north  of  the  mouth  of  that  river,  continued  to  receive  duties  ;  and  all 
acts  of  jurisdiction  were  exercised  by  Mexico  over  the  whole  territory, 
between  the  Nueces  and  the  Rio  Grande,  until  the  American  anoiy, 
under  General  Taylor,  marched  towards  Brownsville,  when  he  met  ihe 
Mexican  army,  and.  the  battle  of  Besaca  de  la  Palma  was  fought  upon 
the  territory  which  the  slave  power  now  declared  to  have  belonged  to 
Texas. 

jgg^.         The  territory  thus  arrogantly  asserted  to  be  a  part  of  Tfexas, 

was  of  an  average  width  of  one  hundred  miles,  and  extended  from 

the  mouth  to  the  source  of  the  Rio  Grande,  bemg  some  two  thousand 

*  This  b  BOW  the  watchword  with  the  nortbeni  d«moerMr,  at  the  time  of  writlof  theie  ikcCcfaei  ■ 
1818.    They  are  merelj  repeating  the  langoage  of  Mr.  Ollngman. 
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ttiles— indading  some  twentj  towns  and  popalotu  vfllages,  whose  people 
had  never  seen  a  Texan. officer,  nor  obeyed  any  other  than  Mezicaa 
laws.. 

This  yast  country  had  been  conqneied  by  our  army  ;  and  by  treaty, 
the  TTnited  States  had  acquired  title  to  it,  paying  Mexico  its  full  yalne  in 
money.  But  Texas  now  claimed  it,  as  a  part  of  her  original  territory. 
To  yield  this  vast  country  to  slaTcry,  would  be  to  obliterate  the  intenden- 
ej  of  New  Mexico,  and  an  obyions  violation  of  our  treaty.  Texas  j^o- 
daimed  her  intention  to  dissolve  the  Union,  unless  permitted  to  occupy 
tiiis  whole  country,  thereby  making  it  slave  territory  ;  and  raised  an> 
army,  under  pretence  timt  she  was  intending  to  take  possession  of  it  by 
force  of  arms— although  the  United  States  was  at  that  moment  sup- 
porting an  army  on  the^  frontiers  of  Texas,  at  an  expense  of  more  than 
two  million  dollars  annually,  to  defend  the  people  of  that  State  against 
the  Indians. 

The  advocates  of  justice  innsted  that  Texas  shdhld  be  restricted  to  her 
real  boundaries,  according  to  the  provinons  of  the  joint  resolutions  of 
annexation.  Thus  was  another  important  issue  formed  between  the  sup* 
porters  of  slavery  and  the  adherents  of  liberty.  It  had  grown  out  of 
the  annexation  of  Texas,  which  the  democratic  party  had  assured  the 
people  would  foiever  settie  all  controversy  in  regard  to  slavery.  Never, 
perhaps,  was  the  great  law  of  unerring  truth  and  retributive  justice 
more  clearly  manifested  than  in  these  various  attempts  to  extend  slavery. 
Indeed,  the  political  history  of  the  United  States  during  these  transac- 
tions is  little  more  than  the  record  of  a  connected  series  of  retributions 
for  viohiting  the  rights  of  our  fellow-men :  Yet  few  of  our  American 
statesmen  appeared  to  comprehend  the  feebleness  of  human  sagacity 
when  attempting  a  violation  of  immutable  justice. 

This  proposition  to  give  Texas  the  territory  in  question  came  before 
the  Senate,  when  Colonel  Bentou  led  off  in  opposition  to  it,  but  pro- 
posing to  pay  Texas  fifteen  million  dollars  from  the  public  treasury  as  an 
indemnity  for  territory  to  which  she  had  no  more  claim  than  she  had  to 
Mexico  itself. 

Mr.  Foote,  of  Mississippi,  was  greaUy  irritated  at  Colonel  Benton^s 
proposition,  and  became  so  personal  in  his  remarks  that  Mr.  Benton 
left  the  hall.  He  then  compared  the  Senator  from  Missouri  to  Cati- 
line in  the  Boman  Senate,  and  exhibited  the  most  intense  anger  towards 
1dm. 

Mr.  Calhoun  was  now  aged  and  infirm  ;  his  voice  had  become     ^^^ 
tremulous  and  his  step  feeble.    Consumption  had  fastened  upon 
his  system,  and  as  he  approached  the  consmnmation  of  his  earthly  exist- 
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fDMb  he  saw  Ihftt  aU  Us  plans  fior  piadm^  hmaii  aonitade  in  a  posr 
tioB  of  safety  had  failed,  and  ha  appeand  despondiii^  and  gfeomj. 
Unable  to  Bpeak  in  tiie  Senate,  he  wrote  oat  the  thoaghts  which 
be  deaired  to  e^ipras  and  asfcid  a  feOow  aeokber  to  read  it  to  the 
Senate. 

Bis  ^eech  opened  with  gloonj  fbrbodinge  aa  to  a  coatmnaiiee  oC 
the  Union,  sayiii^  that  our  danger  aioae  fiom  t)ie  conTiction  of  thn 
aonthem  people  that  their  xi^ta  wwe  disregarded  bj  thoA  who  die* 
eoased  the  sla?e  <ioeetion.  A  seaming  that  aU  disenaeion  of  slaYeiy  bom 
whatever  canse  it  arose,  whether  from  the  annexatiop  of  Tezas^  the 
Heiican  war,  or  the  consignaieni  of  Califamia  to  oppresnon,  was 
wrong  and  injurions  to  sontbem  interests,  he  easily  acrived  at  the  con- 
dnsion  that  the  lovers  of  Uhtrtf  were  really  iamgprow  to  the  existense 
of  the  Union,  and  expressed  the  opinion  that  nothing  conid  save  it  bnt 
snch  an  amendment  of  the  ConstitntiiKi  as  wonid  secure  to  it  a  safr 
cient  support.  This  ifas  the  last  speech  of  the  greatest  statesman  of  the 
South.  He  said  a  few  words  on  two  sabseqnent  oceasionsy  and  diet 
abeot  three  weeks  afterwards. 

Amid  this  feeUng  of  excitement  in  relation  to  the  clauns  of  alaTeiy, 
llr.  Benton  publicly  proposed  that  Hr.  Clay  shonld  introduce  some  mea- 
aore  of  compromise  in  order  to  restore  Juurmooy  ^ipon  the  Tarions  qnea- 
tkms  then  pressing  upon  Congress.  That  distnigaifihed  statesman  had 
adyocated  the  Missoori  Gompronuse  of  18S10,  and  had  again  h^  out 
the  oliye  branch  to  Mr.  Calhoon  and  his  confreires  in  1832.  He  was  now 
adraneed  in  age,  and  time  had  made  its  mark  upon  Ids.  physical  system ; 
but,  ^though  in  the  decline  of  life,  his  ininence  was  great,  and  in  acocnad- 
anoe  with  the  appar^t  desire  of  the  Senate,  he  bronght  forward  a  pre" 
position,  Firit,  To  admit  Galifomia  as  a  free  State. 

Second,  An  organization  of  the  Territories  vMoui  ratriction  of  skmerf. 

Tkirdly,  Giving  to  Texas  all  the  territory  lying  east  of  the  Bie 
Grande,  formerly  belonging  to  Goahoila  and  Gluhnahnai  but  saving  to 
2f ew  Mexico  her  ancient  territory. 

Fourthly,  The  United  States  to  pay  the  debts  of  Texas  due  at  tiis 
time  of  annexation. 

Fifthly,  That  sUvery  should  not  be  abolished  in  the  District  of 
Colombia  while  Ifarylcmd  retained  the  institutikm,  nor  until  the  people 
of  the  District  desired  it. 

Sixthly,  That  it  is  expedient  to  prohibit  the  bringing  of  slaves  ftom 
the  surrounding  country  into  the  District  for  sale.  " 

Seventhly,  That  further  provision  should  be  made  for  the  recaptoe 
and  return  of  fugitive  slaves. 
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EigkMff  That  Ocmgran  has  no  powBr  to  prohibit  the  inteiHrtate 
dare  trade. 

Mr.  Clay,  when  he  laid  thete  pfopoiltioiui  before  the  Senate,  mm  sor- 
roonded  by  diiferent  dbrcnmstanceB  fron-  those  irhi<^  had  giyen  him  sno- 
oess  in  1820  and  in  1832.  SlaTeholders  had  grown  arn^gant,  and  the 
adTOcates  of  Hberty  were  inexorable  In  their  sqiport  of  human  rights, 
and  conM  no  longer  be  misled  nor  deoeiyed  by  men  of  distinction.  In- 
deed it  is  difficult  to  coigectore  how  he  shoold  hare  imagined  that  Oon- 
gress  could  silence  the  popnlar  Toiee  against  slayery  in  the  District  of 
Golnmbiai  or  reconcile  the  .people  of  tlM  free  States  to  the  extension  €t 
Texas  over  snch  a  vast  territory  as  that  proposed ;  or  to  payingihaet 
State  tot  60  much  of  New  Mexico  as  lies  east  of  the  Bio  Orande ;  or  to 
the  continuance  of  slayery  in  the  District  of  (Johoabla  until  Marybuii 
should  abolish  the  institution  ;  or  to  become  the  insfernments  for  catching 
fugitiye  slayes ;  or  to  the  continuance  of  the  coaiitwise  slaye  ^nde. 

Howeyer,  he  uiged  tbe  adoption  of  these  meaaoreB  in  an  able  speech ; 
but  was  interrupted  by  Mr.  Foote,  of  Misniflsipiji,  who  inquired  if  he  held 
to  the  oonstitntional  power  of  Ck>ngre8s  to  abolMi  dayeiy  in  the  District 
of  Colombia  ?  Mr.  Clay  aad  his.  asseeiateB  had  always  proclaimed  that 
men  in  a  state  of  nature  were  equally  entitled  to  liberty ;  while  Mr. 
Foote,  and  most  soathem  mtm  at  that  tfane,  belieyed  that  in  a  state  of 
nature  the  strong  haye  a  peilbct  r^gbt  to  eadaye  the  weak ;  therefore 
the  holding  of  slayes  must  be  a  natural  right,  lying  behind  and  abore 
human  enactments  and  human  eonstitDtioM. 

To  reoondle  minds  thus  opposed  to  eadi  other  constituted  a  wofir 
which  no  human  power  could  accomplish.  The  resolutions  were  de- 
bated ahnost  daily  during  an  entire  month,  when  they  were  postponed 


'^^  On  the  4th  Februaiy,  Mr.  Disney,  of  Ohio,  presented  a  series     rtg^^i^l 
of  resolutions  proposing  /mch  an  ameodmtet  to  the  Oonsti-  ;' 

tution  as  would  inra^it  Ooogress  from  excluding  slayery  from  Ae  Te^ 
^ritori^  of  the  United  States,  which,  aflor  colloquial  debate,  were  laid  on  ; 
the  table ;  and  responsiye  to  this  moyement,  Mr.  Oiddings  introduced  J 
resolutions  dedaring, ''  life  and  liberty  to  be  gifis  of  God  umnRT 
and  iKAUENABLE,  for  the  protection  of  which  goyemments  are  insti- 
tuted among  men.  That  in  estabUsbfa^  goyenments  in  any  territory  it 
is  the  duty  of  Congress  to  secure  all  the  people  thereof  m  the  eojoy- 
meiit  of  those  rights," 

Iq  order  to  test  the  sense  of  members  upon  these  essential  doctrines, 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered.  Mr.  Inge,  of  Alabama,  moyed  to  lay 
the  resolutions  on  the  table,  which  was  equiyalest  to  a  motion  to  Rjject 
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them ;  and  dn  this  rote  all.memben  from  the  dave  States  voted  m  the 
affirmatiYe,  and  the  Tote  of  the  free  States  was  divided  as  foUows : 
ICautb.    There  was  no  Tote  in  the  afinnAtiTe. 

Naj— Messrs.  Oerry,  Ooodenow,  littfefteld,  Sftwtd,  and 

Stetson, 6 

Ksw  HAMPHHTiut.    There  were  no  yeas. 

Nay— Messrs.  Peadee  and  Willson,       8 

MASSACHirsERs.    Yea-~none. 

Nay— Messrs.  AJlen,  Dmican,  Fowler,  'King,  Man,  and 

Rockwell, 6 

Bhodb  Isulkd.    Yea— none. 

Nay — ^Messrs.  Dix<m  and  King, •  .    .    .    •    S 

ComncncOT.    Yea^-none. 

Nay— Messrs.  Booth,  Batler,  GerelaQd,  and  Waldo,    .    .    4 
ViBKOiiT.    Yea — none: 

Nay— Messrs.  mbbaid,  Henry,  and  Feci, 3 

NxwYoBK.    Yeft— Mr.  Briggs, 1 

Nay — Messrs.  Alexander,  Andrews,  Bnrronghs,  Clark, 
Conger,  Doer,  Qott,  Ghwdd,  Jackson,  John  A.  King, 
James  O.  King,  Preston  King,  Nelson,  Phoenix,  Patnam, 
Reynolds,  Risly,  Romsey,  Sacket,  Spanlding,  Scher^ 
merhom,  SHyester,  Underiiill,  Walden,  and  White,  .  .  25 
Nxw  JBBkET.    Yea— none. 

Nay— Messrs.  Hay  and  Tandj^e, S 

PixKeTLTAHiA.  Yea — ^Messrs.  Bvtler,  Casey,  FoDer,  Mann,  Pitt> 

man,  Robbins,  and  Ross, 7 

Nay— Messrs.  Calvin,  Dickey,  Chandler,  Friedly,  Hampton, 
Howe,  Mo<»e,  Ogle,  Reid,  StCTens^  Thompson,  and 

Willmot, la 

Omo.    Yea-^Messrs.  Miller  and  Taylor, 2 

•Nay— Messrs.  Cable,  CampbeD,  Garter,  Corwin,  Disney, 
Eyans,  Oiddings,  Hnnter,  Morris,  Olds,  Potter,  Root, 

Schenck,  Thnrman,  Yinton,  and  Wood, 16 

Ikdcana.    Yea — ^Messrs.  Albertson,  Brown,  Fitch,  Dnnhtm,  and 

Oorman, 5 

Nay— Messrs.  Harlan  and  Julian, 2 

Illinois.    Yea— Messrs.  Bissd,  Harris,  McOemand,  Richardson, 

andYonng,       5 

Nay— Mr.  Baker, 2 

MiOBiaAir.    Yea^Mr.  Bn^ 1 

Nay— Mr.  Spragoe, 1 
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WiaooKBiK.    Yei^— none.  ' 

Nay — ^MeffiBB,  Gole,  Dot  jy  and  Dnrkeoy  8 

Iowa.    Yea — ^Mr.  Leffier, 1 

The  aggregate  showing  104  in  the  aflOnnatiTe  and  84  in  the  n^;atiye. 
There  was  not  an  afOnnatiTe  vote  from  the  siz  New  England  States,  nor 
from  New  Jersey  or  Wisconflot  Of  the  twenty-six  votes  from  New 
York  only  one  was. in  the  affinuattye,  while  the  smaller  States  of  Michi- 
gan and  Iowa  each  gave  one  rote  against  these  doctrines.  Two  of  the 
sixteen  votes  from  Ohio,  Ave  of  the  seven  cast  by  Indiana,  and  five  of 
the  six  given  by  Illinois,  were  in  fiivor  of  slavery,  while  only  twenty-two 
members  from  the  free  States  were  willing  to  deny  the  great  principle  of 
human  rights.  • 

On  the  12th  February,  Mr.  Hale  presented  a  petition,  nnmeronsly 
signed,  praying  the  exclosion  of  slavery  from  Oalifomia  and  New 
Mexico,  which  gave  rise  to  personal  imputations  by  Mr.  Bntler,  of  South 
Carolina,  which  were  ably  met  and  exposed  by  Mr.  Hale. 

The  President  now  communicated  to  both  Houses  of  Congpress  copies 
of  the  constitution  of  California.  In  the  Senate,  Mr.  Douglas  moved  its 
reference  to  the  Committee  on>  Territories.  This  question  of  reference 
being  debatable,  the  whole  sul^t  of  slavery  in  the  territory  obtained 
from  Mexico  came  under  general  discussion. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  a  shnilar  motion  was  made ;  and 
that  body  now  engaged  in  one  of  the  most  mtensely  interestmg  debates 
that  ever  agitated  the  natkm.  These  discussions  were  the  natural 
and  inevitable  consequences  of  the  annexation  of  Texas  and  the  conse- 
quent war  with  Mexico.  No  sophistry  oould  disguise  this  obvious 
truth ;  yet  while  it  was  in  progress  the  democratic  party  asserted, 
reiterated,  and  constantly  insisted  that  the  agitation  was  the  work  of 
the  Free-soilers. 

The  debate  was  occasionally  interrupted  by  other  questions  touching 
slavery.  Mr.  Dayton,  of  New  Jersey,  presented  to  the  Senate  a  petition 
praying  further  legislation  against  the  African  slave  trade,  which  stirred 
up  much  feeling  in  that  body,  and  the  debate  upon  it  occupied  one  entire 
day. 

Mr.  Qiddings  presented  to  the  House  of  Sepresentatives  a  memorial 
from  the  Quakers  of  Delaware  and  Pennsylvania,  setting  forth  that 
slavery  was  a  violation  of  CM!$  dUribuie  of  jutticB,  must  bring  upon  the 
nation  a  secere  rdribution,  and  prayed  that  Congress  would  take  measures 
fi>r  an  immediate  and  peaoeftd  dissolution  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Oiddings  moved  its  reference  to  a  seleet  committee  with  imtirwdioni 
to  inquire — 
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Firttly,  Whether  dissatisfactioii  with  our  Federal  Umon^existB  aBMmg 
the  people  ?    If  so,  to  what  extent  1 

Second,  From  what  has  such  diflsatisfaction  ariBen  1 

l!%irdly,  The  proper  meaiu  for  reetoriag  confidence  among  the 
people  f 

It  appeared  that  few  members  were  wiDnig'to  meet  this  question  in 
an  ondisgaised  and  friendly  manner.  It  was  admitted  on  all  hands  that 
Congress  could  constitnticmally  take  no  means  for  dissolving  the 
Union  ;  but,  In  faror  of  referring  the  petition,  it  was  niged  that  eyery 
eaose  of  dissatisfaetioQ  should  be  fraaUj  meit,  and  explained  or  removed 
in  a  spirit  of  respectfol  kiadness.  Bat  this  policy  was  o^^sed  by  the 
entire  South,  and  by  almost  the  entire  North.  Messrs.  Qoodenow,  of 
Maine;  Alien,  of  HassaohiieettB ;  Hbwe^  of  Fennsylyania;  Fresto^ 
King,  of  New  YoriL ;  Giddinga  and  Boot,  of  Ohio  ;  Julian,  of  Indiana, 
md  Dorkee,  of  Wiaeonsin,  only  voting  for  the  refenmce. 


1 
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CHAPTER  XXL 

A  UOTOmn  TOWARDS  SECESSION — ^HR.  WEBSTTEB'S  POSITIOIT — rUOTTIVB  SLATS 
ACT — TEXAN  EFFRONTERY — CORRUPTION  UNDIS0UISE1>— SENATORIAL  DIGNITT 
OUTRAGED — CALIFORNIA  ADMITTED  A3  A  FREE  STATE. 

The  first  session  of  the  thirty-first  Congress  was  rendered  ^^^ 
memorable  by  the  issning  of  an  address  by  sonthem  members 
of  Congress  to  their  constitnents,  calling  attention  to  the  efforts  aboat 
to  be  made  to  exclude  slavery  firom  the  tenritory  of  California  and  from 
all  the  country  then  recently  obtained  from  Mexico,  and  charging  that 
the  people  of  the  free  States  were  noPt  actiye  in  their  efforts  to  arrest  and 
retom  fngitire  slares.  The  address  farther  announced  that  northern 
people  were  constantly  agitating  the  subject  of  slavery.  These  were  the 
causes  of  complaint  then  urged  by  the  united  voice  of  nearly  all  sontiiem 
members  of  Congress  against  the  people  of  the  firee  States.  They  were 
definite,  and  incapable  of  being  misunderstood.  Opposition  to  the 
extension  of  slavery  and  to  all  partidpation  in  the  crime  of  arresting  and 
returning  fugitive  slaves,  constituted  the  gist  of  their  complaint  The 
diarge  of  agitation  was  then  regarded  as  somewhat  ludicrous,  in  vie|r  of 
the  fact  that  southern  statesmen  had  urged  the  annexation  of  Texas  for 
the  avowed  purpose  of  extending  and  perpetuating  slavery ;  but  denounced 
all  opposition  to  that  measure  as  "  agitation.^  They  were  at  that  time 
aeekk^  to  extend  the  institution  over  the  territory  acquired  from 
Mexico ;  but  characterind  all  opposition  to  that  measure  as  "  agitar 
tion."  They  were  demanding  a  new  and  more  efficient  fugitive  dave 
act ;  but  asserted  that  opposition  to  it  constituted  ''  agikUionJ' 

This  address  appeared  to  be  a  well  defined  step  towards  a  separation 
of  the  States  and  the  formation  of  a  Southern  Confederacy. 

In  response  to  this  address,  several  southern  States  took  incipient 
measures  for  severing  the  bonds  which  had  long  bound  them  to  the  com- 
mon sisterhood.  Mississippi  was  the  first  to  move  on  this  subject.  Her 
LegisUtnre,  by  joint  resolutions,  declared  that  efforts  had  been  made  for 
the  last  thirty  years  to  deprive  the  touihem  people  of  ihdr  rights  vn  th§ 
Territories  of  the  Umted  States :  that  the  time  had  come  for  the  southern 
States  to  take  action  in  iieivor  of  their  own  safety;  and  for  that  purpose, 
a  Southern  Convention  onght  to  be  held. 

These  resolution^  were  presented,  to  the  Senate  b;  Mr.  Davis^  who 
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spoke  briefly  in  sq>port  dTthe  right  of  slayeholderB  to  eaurjihdr  "human 
chattels"  into  the  Territories  of  the  United  States,  and  to  receire  from 
Congress  the  same  protection  which  they  reoeired  for  other  prop^ty  ; 
and  he  asserted  that  free  gOTenunenta  had  been  formed  in  Califoima 
and  New  Mexico,  under  the  apprehension  that  they  wonld  not  be  reoog- 
niied  with  slayeholding  institotiona.* 

ii^j  The  issue  between  slarery  and  freedom  soon  became  more/ully 
developed.  As  the  advocates  of  freedom  resisted  all  encroach- 
ments upon  the  rights  of  the  free  States,  the  slave  power  became  m(»e 
aisidnons  in  its  demands  for  suppmrt.  On  the  6th  March,  Mr.  Hwn- 
ter,  of  Virginia,  sobmitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  Senate  a  reso^ 
latioA  calUng  on  the  Secretary  of  State  fi>r  c<^ies  of  all  papers  relative 
to  the  deportation  of  slaves  by  the  British  anny  and  navy  during 
the  re^utioaary  war  ;  and  inqidiiag  whether  any  meaenres  had  been, 
adopted  einee  the  treaty  of  1794  for  .the  recovery  of  compeasation  from 
the  British  government.  The,  proposition  waa  received  with  madoed 
lespeet,  and  was  referred  to  the  ^>propiiajte  committee,  bat  waa  never 
reported  upon. 

These  episodes  in  tiie  regnlac  debate  were  confined  to  the  snl^ject  of 
skrveiy,  and  constitnted  no  chan|;e  of  the  spirit  or  the  theme  which  now 
ooeupied  tiie  attrition  of  both  Houses  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  had,  on  leave»  mtrodoced  a  bill  to  amcad 
the  itigitive  slave  kw  of  1198.  It  had  been  r^rred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary,  of  which  Mr.  Butter^  of  Sonth.  Carolina,  was  chainnan  T 
Thos  bill  excited  mnoh  debate ;  and  mneh  interest  was  felt  to  hear  Mr. 
Webster's  views  in  regard  to  it,  in  consequence  of  the  &me  which  he  had 
acquired  aa  a  constitutional  lawyer.  It  was  known  that  he  believed 
the  Constitution  had  given  to  Congress  no  authority  to  l^gidata  in 
regard  to  fugitive  slaves,  but  tiiat  the  power  had  been  reserved  taeach 
of  the  several  States. 

In  intellect  he  may  be  said  to  have  stood  at  that  time  without  arivaL 
Natore  had  bestowed  iqK)n  hun  bar  richest  gifts.  He  was  charaoteriied 
fdr  extraordinary  oonc^itcation  of  thought.  His  logic  waa  oompact, 
and  appeared  to  be  iirdiiiaable :  and  no  upesiux  used  the  £ngliah  Ian* 

*  It  WM  on  ihlf  oecuion  that  BIr.  DatIi  flrtt  committed  himself  fally  to  the  doetrinei  of  teoeirien; 
IB  Mi  which  the  Mthor  ham  ever  bettered  «ha  faUleBiaB  regralted,  AMhoogti  bt  BBhujiiHi 
kMMMPMldeai  of  the  Ceafedemt*  Slc«ei. 

t  It  ta  ft  matter  of  some  caiioeitj  that  Ur.  BaUer,  in  his  report,  malntttlned  the  Teiy  doctriaes  of 
the  Free-BoUen  on  this  tahject ;  declarfnK  that  the  OoiMtttatSon  had  intended  thai  the  aevml 
aialMriioaid  legislate  for  ttientiim  of  a^aiTailarw;  thai  this  eonstrootion  badbeeakcMlw 
ttM  foonden  of  the  Goremment;  bat  he  stated,  at  UU  State$  kad/aiUd  to  do  Iheir  <f«|y  In  tiUs 
rt$p€emUobligaUotid09ol€4duponO9ngrta$,  ThelegltliMCjofthlsseqaenoedoeaiwIs 
<«ity  olearlj. 


\ 

▲posTAor  oor  xb.  wjuwtjul  8S8 

guage  moT6  appropriatelj.  He  had  long  stood  among  the  leading 
Btateemen  of  the  nation,  and  hia  miad  h|ul  been  enriched  by  an  ezperienoe 
to  which  few  men  attain.  He  was  literaQy  the  fayorite  statesman  of 
Boston,  and  as  that  city  then  gave  tone  to  the  popular  feeling  of  the 
State,  he  was  said  to  hare  a  controlling  hiflaence  in  Massachusetts  :* 
Probably  at  the  period  of  which  we  are  now  writing,  he  exerted  a 
greater  moral  power  thronghont  the  free  States  than  anj  other  man, 
fldthongh  his  political  inflnence  had  been  somewhat  fjiminished  by  his 
service  in  the  Cabinet  of  Mr.  Tykr,  whose  administration  had  proven 
nnpopdar.  But  he  had  great  defects  of  character,  comm<m  to  the  age 
in  which  he  lived.  He  had  been  reared  and  edocated  in  the  school  of 
political  ea^pedienoy,  which  taught  the  sepanrtion  of  moral  prhiciple  from 
the  duties  of  political  life.  He  regarded  mankind  as  so  ignorant  and 
depraved,  that  no  political  (Mrganization  could  be  svtained  upon  the 
basis  of  moral  truth.  He  was  amlHtioas,  and  pnbMy  aspired  to  the 
Presidency. 

He  had  given  antMavery  members  of  Oongress  to  understand  that 
he  would  sustain*  their  doctrines.  He  even  submitted  the  skeleton  of  his 
speech  to  the  inqMction  of  one  or  more  leaders  of  that  party,  who  pro- 
nounced it  satisfactory,  and  Free-soilers  anticipated  that  he  would  lend' 
his  influence  in  favor  of  carrying  forward  the  great  moral  enterprise  of 
redeeming  the  nation  from  tiie  thraldom  of  human  bondaga  But  the 
great  leading  defects  of  his  character  disqualified  him  for  the  dkeharge  of 
that  high  duty.  He  did  not  believe  in.  the  amnipotenee  of  moral  troth. 
In  his  judgment  and  consdenoe  he  drew  a  Ime  of  demarkation  between 
moral  duties  and  political  action.  With  all  his  high  qualities,  Us  great 
experience,  his  gigantic  intellect,  he  had  felled  to  understand  that  moral 
truth  and  immutable  justice  constituted  the  only  bsfeis  of  true  greatness 
and  of  certain  success  in  political  life.  He  was  ambitions;  and  after 
mature  reflection,  he  appeared  to  tinnk  that  his  only  pathway  to  the 
Presidential  chair  lay  through  the  regions  of  slavery. 

In  commendng  his  speech,  known  as  his  7th  Mardf  expose,  he  was 
solemn  in  manner,  and  ludd  in  his  historical  facts,  clearly  defining  the 
encroachments  of  slavery,  and  attributing  the  reflponsibility  of  "those 
wrongs  to  the  democratic  party^  whfle  at  the  same  time  he  gradually 
laid  the  foundation  for  his  own  departure  from  principle  by  admitting 
the  past  action  of  the  Government  to  constitute  precedents  from  which 
he  asserted  that  the  then  present  age  was  noi  at  Uherty  to  depart. 

He  then  declared  that  soil  and  dimate  had  excluded  slavery  from 

*  It  wtf  nl4  b7  tx-PnddflBl  AdMM  thill  he  UttMf  wu  oAlito  to  <rt»tete  •  1^ 
the  Umted  SHrtet,  in  eoMaqocnoe  of  Mr.  W«b«tor*t  1 
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CaUfornia  and  New  Mexico,  and  asserted  that  he  would  do  no  ad  to 
frokUni  its  msUmet  ihtrem.  Haying  thus  placed  himself  in  direct  oppo- 
idtion  to  the^^lHends  of  liberty  and  to  morihem  whigs^  who,  as  a  bodj, 
had  erer  opposed  the  extension  of  slayery  ;  he  proceeded  to  declare  m 
regard  to  fngitire  slares,  that  he  had  ever  regarded  the  Constitation  as 
referring  the  duty  of  captaring  and  retnmtng  fogitive  slared  to  the 
aeyerai  States ;  bat  said  iAe  swpremt  court  had  decided  thai  the  pcfwer 
of  kgidaiing  on  that  sub^  remained  exclnsiyely  with  Congress ;  and 
he  declared  it  the  duiy  of  statesmen  to  obey  that  decision;  aad  then  he 
expressed  his  concurrence  in  the  propriety  of  passing  the  bill  before  the 
Senate,  for  the  captore  and  retnm  of  fogitiye  slayes.  He  proceeded  to 
declare  that  their  capture  and  retnm  was  binding  upon  Uie  honor  and 
consdenoB  of  the  American  people.  Haying  thns  asserted  the  reyolting 
infidelity  that  hmnan  constitutions  may  change  or  dictate  the  moral 
duties  of  men,  he  proceeded  to  denounce  those  who  sought  to  eyade  or 
get  round  the  conm&ission  of  such  crimes,  or  as  he  expressed  it,  the 
''  duties  ^  of  seizing  and  sending  to  sEftyery  innocent  men  and  women ;  a 
crime  which,  under  the  laws  of  Congress,  was  at  that  period  punishable 
with  death,  if  committed  on  the  African  coast.  He  denounced  the  public 
press  for  speaking  in  offensiye  language  of  the  institution,  and  referred 
to  what  he  characterized  as  "foolish  speeches  in  both  Houses  of  CongrtssP 
He  declared  secession  impossible,  and  expressed  his  belief  that  the  Nash- 
▼ille  (secession)  Conyention  would  be  guided  by  high  and  just  motiyes. 
He  proceeded  so  far  as  to  admit  the  claim  of  (Texas  to  the  yast  comiby 
north  and  east  of  the  Bio  Qrande,  and  asserted  his  willingness,  if  she 
would  surrender  a  portion  to  New  Mexico,  to  grant  her  from  the 
national  funds  a  Just  compensation.* 

By  this  speech  a  blow  ^as  struck  at  fi-eedom  and  the  constitutional 
rights  of  the  flree  States,  which  no  southern  arm  could  haye  giyen.  It 
shook  the  pillars  of  our  American  temple  ;  but  its  reaction  prostrated  in 
political  death  the  giant  who  seemed  to  haye  directed  his  deadly  aim  at 
the  heart  of  liberty.  At  the  close  of  his  speech,  those  who  listened  to 
him  appeared  to  regard  his  political  prospects  as  totally  annihi- 
lated.t 

This  speech  greatly  encouraged  the  supporters  of  slayery.  Mr.  Web- 
ster's friends  were  numerous  and  wealthy  throughout  Massachusetts  and 

*  Th«  fatatory  of  Amarlcan  legUalkm  partMpi  ftnniahei  no  ptfallel  to  lfa«  coirupUoiii  embnoed 
Id  Um  moMoret  here  proposed. 

t  In  fhe  ipeech  of  BIr.  Webeter,  m  pnblbhed,  li  ft  parAgraph  setting  forth  the  wrongs  perpetrated 
\ff  the  slave  States  upon  the  colored  oltlaens  of  the  flree  SUtes ;  but  he  did  not  name  it  in  the  spe«ch 
when  deUTered.  He  hiserted  U  afterwftrd%  ml  the  suggestion  of  a  IHend  that  he  iboold  have 
naintalned  the  righto  of  the  North  in  this  reqpeol. 
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the  North.  In  order  to  sostain  hun  they  adopted  hia  doctrines,  and  with 
him  united  their  political  fortunes  ^  the  South. 
.  The  speech  occasioned  great  sensation  in  the  free  States.  Mr.  Web- 
ster was  denounced  as  a  traitor  to  human  rights  and  to  the  interests  of 
the  free  States.  Public  meetings  of  the  people,  and  several  Sta|e  Legis- 
latures ^7  resolutions,  repudiated  the  doctrines  he  had  thus  solemnly 
asserted.  Kemonstrances  against  it  were  presented  in  both  Houses  of 
Congress.  These,  and  almost  every  subject  of  legislation  which  came 
before  that  body,  furnished  que^ions  for  de'bating  the  institution  of 
slavery  in  some  of  its  phases  ;  and  it  may  be  truly  said  that  four-fifths 
of  the  time  of  each  House  was  devoted  to  that  subject  during  the  first 
six  months  of  the  session. 

One  of  the  questions  to  which  the  attention  of  Congress  and  the 
country  i?as  directed  was  presented  by  Mr.  Crowell,  of  Ohio.  On  the 
2*lih.  May,  that  gentleman  asked  leave  to  present  to  the  consideration 
of  the  House  a  bill  for  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  and  on^his  question  of  leave  one  hundred  members,  mostly 
fl'om  the  free  States,  voted  in  the  affirmative  ;  while  sixty  from  the  slave 
States,  assisted  only  by  Messrs.  Miller,  of  Ohio,  and  James  Thompson, 
of  Pennsylvania,  voted  against  the  proposition.  Leave  was  obtained, 
but  the  bill  never  came  up  for  action. 

The  philosophy  of  that  day,  which  discarded  moral  principle  from  the 
political  code,  extended  further  than  was  generally  understood  by  the 
people.  Many  men  wha  held  office  and  were  popular  believed  that 
earrupHon  teas  necessary  to  the  support  of  every  form  of  government ; 
that  neither  political  parties,  nor  governments,  could  be  held  together 
without  a  free  use  of  corrupt  means.  During  the  session  of  Congress  now 
under  consideration  a  resolution  was  introduced,  calling  attention  to  the 
feet  that  the  Secretary  of  War  had  unjustly,  and  without  any  legal  or 
equitable  claim,  obtained  from  the  treasury  $234,871  86,  as  the  represen- 
tative of  one  George  Oalphin,  an  Indian  trader,  who,  in  1773,  obtained 
a  cession  of  lands  from  the  Indians  which  had  by  the  revolution  become 
the  property  of  the  State  of  Georgia.  That  State  had  very  properly 
repudiated  the  claim  as  altogether  fabulous ;  but  the  heirs  of  Galphm 
appealed  to  Congress,  and  such  was  the  Influence  of  southern  members 
that  the  daim  for  $43,518  97  was  grant^.  One-half  of  this  sum  was 
received  by  Mr.  Crawford,  Secretary  of  War,  as  one  of  the  heirs  and 
attorney  for  the  others.  But,  not  satisfied  with  this,  he  now  demanded 
of  the  treasury  annual  interest  on  that  sum,  amounting  to  $191,352  89. 
He,  being  a  member  of  the  Cabinet,  obtained  the  money.  A  select 
committee  having  reported  the  facts  to  the  House  of  Representatiyes, 
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declared  that  the  money  was  obtained  mijwtlj,  and  without  legal  or 
equitable  right.  This  report  was  (oofirmed  bj  the  House,  and  Mr. 
Crawford  retired  to  prirate  life  with  a  vast  fortoiie  plundered  from  the 
public  treasQiy,  in  fall  accordance  with  the  doctrine  that  cormption  is 
necessa^  to  the  support  of  goyemments.  This  immense  firaad  resolted 
from  slareholding  iniSiuenoe,  and  was  the  legitimate  seqnence'o^the  doc- 
trine which  sustained  slarerj  and  had  long  contn^ed  the  GoTemiiieat. 

The  slave  cpiestion  was  now  rendered  more  complicated,  by  a  most  extra- 
ordinary proceeding  on  t&e  part  of  the  EzecutiYe  of  Texas.  As  already 
remarkedi,  she  daimed  all  that  part  of  New  Mexico  which  lies  east 
of  the  Bio  Grai^de,  mclnding  its  capital  Santa  F6,  its  cnstoubhoose  and 
its  most  populous  towns  and  villages.  Mr.  Webster,  and  other  politidanB 
who  were  obsequious  to  the  slaye  interest^  admitted  the  claim  to  be  just,  * 
and  the  Ooremor  of  Texas  sent  a  Commissioner,  with  orders  to  organise 
counties  in  New  Mexico  under  Texan  Uws,  declaring  that  that  State 
owned  the  territory.  The  people  of  New  Mexico  were  indignant.  The 
United  States  had  guaranteed  to  them  the  ei^ymenf  of  all  their  mnni- 
cipal  rights  by  treaty  ;  and  the  Texan  Commissioner,  finding  himself  in 
danger,  fled  from  the  scene  of  his  labors.  The  GoYem<»>  of  Texas  now 
called  on  the  President  to  withdraw  the  Federal  troc^  from  the  territory, 
in  order  that  he  might  send  those  of  Texas,  to  enforce  her  laws  in  this  , 
Ancient  intendency.  He  declared  that,  if  the  Federal  troops  were  not 
immediately  withdrawn,  he  would  send  those  of  Hxas  to  didodgt  them. 

This  insolent  threat  was  put  forth  only  four  years  after  the  annexatioa 
of  Texas  ;  and  its  real  character  can  only  be  appredated  by  bearing  in 
mind  that  the  war  which  followed  annexation  cost  the  United  States 
some  three  hundred  millions  of  dollars,  and  they  had  furnished  an  anny 
to.  protect  the  Texans  frolli  the  miserable  hordes  of  Indians  that  hong 
upon  her  frontier,  at  an  expense  of  three  mfllions  per  annum. 

Mr.  Fillmore  was  President.  He  selected  Mr.  Webster  for  his  Seere- 
tary  of  State,  after  that  gentleman  had  made  his  tth  March  speech, 
declaring  all  the  country  east  of  the  Bio  Grande  to  belong  to  Texas, 
and  his  willingness  to  pay  Texas  from  the  ti^asury  of  the  United  States 
for  such  part  of  New  Mexico  as  lay  east  K)i  that  river. 

The  President  and  Cabinet  appeared  greatly  alarmed  at  the  threats 
put  forth  by  Texas.  Leading  Whigs  and  leading  Democrats  professed 
great  fears  that  Texas  would  dissolve  the  Umon.  And  instead  of  sendmg 
a  military  force  to  suppress  the  threatened  rebellion,  a  bill  was  intro> 
duced  into  the  Senate,  proposing  to  pay  the  State  of  Texas  ten  millioDS 
of  dollars,  for  the  territory  to  which  she  never  had  the  shadow  of  a 
daink    This  surrender  of  our  national  dignity,  in  consequence  of  the 
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-haniilesB  threats  of  the  Tejm  execativB,  pTeflentM  a  melaDcix>lj  q)eb- 
taoie  to  the  ptttfiots  of  tiiat  ^.  The  popdar  mind  attriboted  it  to  the 
moftti  cowardice  of  those  who  co&trdled  the  action  of  Cong^ress  and  of 
the  Ezecatiye  ;  but  men  who  mingled  in  the  public  conndls  of  the  nation, 
-thoBe  who  had  the  beet  opportnaitiee  for  judging,  attributed  the  course 
of  leading  statesmen  to  an  emotkm  fiur  less  honorable  than  oowardiee. 

Fretious  to  this  tlaie,  Texas  bonds  had  been  regarded  as  of  little  value. 
Vhey  were  sold  as  low  as  seventeen  cents  npon^^the  dollar.  But  it  was 
seeft  that  the  proposed  payment  would  raise  the  price  of  those  bonds  at 
least  to  seventy  cents  upon  the  dirilar.  This  proposition  aroused  the 
meiteDary  feelings  of  stock  jobbers  and  gamblers,  who  gathered  about 
the  Oapitol,  and  members  of  the  Senate  and  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives became  purchasers  of  Texas  bonds .  Even  members  of  the  Oabinet 
were  charged  with  having  purchased  large  amounts  at  spiall  prices,  to 
be  returned  in  case  the  bill  alluded  to  dionld  fail  of  becommg  a  law. 
Members  of  Gongnss  (rffered  some  of  their  fellowHtnembers  a  hundred 
thonsuid  dollars  of  Texas  bonds,  to  he  paid  for  at  seventeen  cents  upcm 
the  di^kur,  and  if  the  bill  passed  th^  were  to  be  received  back  by  the 
Tender  at  sixty-seven  dollars  on  the  hvndred,  so  as  to  give  the  pnrchaser 
fifif  tkousemd  dollars  far  ki$  wU,  Indeed,  it  was  asserted  that  the 
valne  of  Congressional  votes  was  witnessed  by  the  transfer  books  of 
certain  buiks.  Ladies  of  members  threw  off  dis^^nise,  and  insisted  that 
those  membera  who  had  rofaocd  to  become  interested  should  purchase 
TsBM  bonds,  so  as  to  aeeure  the  passage  of  the  biU  and  make  fortuBes 
-tot  tiiemsdves  and  fiumlies. 

The  bill  passed  the  Senate  on  the  10th  August  and  came  to  the 
-Hmne.  Hm  it  met  with  great  cKfficolties,  the  anttslavery  members 
ftiiyiiBg  it  with  force,  pubhc^  ohargiqg  its  supporters  with  Mfery. 
The  first  vote  taken  upon  it  was  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  of  tiie 
wiiole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  whioh  was  carried  1^  101  to 
M.  This  would  have  been  equavalent  tx>  a  rq*ecti<m  of  the  bill ;  bat  a 
jMtion  to  reconsider  was  made  and  carried.  The  contest  became  spirited : 
jDembers  changed  from  one  side  to  the  other.  As  ih»  day  wore  aw:By 
memfeers  appeared  to  settle  into  a  determined  pmrpose,  and  on  the  vote 
for  engrossing  the  bill,  80  members  recorded  their  names  in  the  attr- 
mative  and  126  voted  in  the  negative.  Nearly  all  the  sobthem  memben 
voted  for  the  engrossment^  and  were  susteined  fay  northern  members  as 
foUows :  From 
Maikb.     .    .    .    Messrs.  Fuller,  Gerry  and  Littlefield,    .    .    •    .    t 

KbwHavpshtrb.        *•       Peaslee  and  Willson, 2 

MASSACBUserrs  .        "       Elliott  and  Grmnel, S 
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TnoioiiT.    ,    .    McHebaid, 1 

Nbw  Yobk  .    .    MessFGL  Andrefws,  Briggs,  Brooks,  Dner,  Oonld, 

McKlsBOck,  Pboeniz,  Rose,  Underbill, 

Walden,  and  White, 11 

New  Jbsct     .        "      James  G.  King,  Van  Dyke,  and  Wadrich,    « 
PsinrsTL¥ANU  .        "       Butler,  Carey,  Chandler,  Dimmock,  LeTin, 

Job  Mann,  Moore,  Ogle,  Pitman,  Bob- 
bins, Strong,  and  Thompson,  ....  12 
Ohio  ....        "      Disney,  Hoagland,  Schenck,  Taylor,  Thnr- 

man,  and  Yinton, 6 

ImnAHA   ...        **       Albertson,  Brown,  Dunham,  and  Gorman,    4 
IixiHois  .    .  ' .        ''      HaniSy  McClemand,  and  Tonng,   ...    8 

MiGHiQAK.    .    .    Mr.  Bnell, 1 

£»WA  ....    Mr.  Leffler, 1 

Rhode  Island,  Connecticnt,  and  Wisconran  fomished  no  Yote  for  the 
bill.  The  result  was  dedared  by  the  Speaker  amid  intense  exdteme&t 
Many  appeared  disappointed  at  the  failure.  Free-floilers  declared  that 
they  had  supposed  the  work  of  corruption  to  have  been  more  perfect.  But 
Mr.  Boyd,  of  K^tocky,  a  leading  Democrat,  moved  a  reconsideration. 

On  the  following  morning  a  motion  was  made  to  lay  the  propositioii 
to  reoonsider  on  the  table  :  And  members  who  were  supposed  really  to 
desnre  the  passage  of  the  bill,  but  were  unwilling  to  vote  for  it,  were 
now  constrained  to  yote  against  the  pending  motion  to  lay  the  proposi- 
tion to  reconsider  on  the  table,  or  suffer  the  bill  to  be  defeated  at  this 
stage  of  the  proceeding. 

Many  members  who  had  TOted  against  the  passage  of  the  bil],  apptr 
rentiy  anxious  for  its  defeat,  now  changed  positions  and  voted  againfll 
its  defeat,  apparently  anxious  for  its  passage.  Those  who  thus  placed 
their  contradictory  votes  on  record  were  Messrs.  Duncan,  Mann,  and 
Rockwell,  of  Massachusetts ;  Dixon  and  King,  of  Rhode  Island ;  Meaeh- 
am  and  Peck,  of  Vermont ;  Burroughs,  Conger,  John  A.  King,  Nelson, 
Ramsey,  Sylvester,  and  Schermerhom,  of  New  York  ;  Calvin,  Fiiediy, 
Gifanore,  and  Ross,  of  Pennsylvania ;  Carter,  Evans,  Potter,  Sweetser, 
and  Whittlesey,  of  Ohio  ;  Fitch  and  Halloway,  of  Indiana ;  Richardson 
and  Wentworth,  of  IlUnois. 

Thus  was  the  bill  now  saved  from  defeat  by  a  vote  of  185  to  *ll, 
although  it  had  been  refused  engrossment  on  the  previous  day  by  a  vote 
of  1^6  to  80. 

It  was  near  the  dose  of  the  day  when  the  House  again  arrived  at  a 
direct  vote  upon  the  engrossm^t  of  the  bill,  and  the  following  members 
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who  had  voted  against  it  on  the  previous  day,  now  voted  for  it,  to  wit : 
Messrs.  Mann  andllockwell,  of  Massachnsetts;  Dixon  and  King,  of 
Rhode  Island;  Meacham  and  Peck,  of  Vermont;  Borronghs,  Conger, 
John  A.  King,  Ramsey,  Sylvester,  Schermerhom,  of  New  York;  Cal- 
vin and  Friedly,  of  Pennsylvania;  Garter,  Evans,  ^weetser,  and  Whit- 
tlesey, of  Ohio;  HaUoway,  of  Indiana^  and  Wentworth,  of  Illinois. 

As  the  count  proceeded,  and  members  saw  the  engrossment  of  the 
bill  was  again  defeated,  the  excitement  became  intense,  and  the  Speaker 
was  for  a  time  quite  unable  to  be  heard,  but  at  length  he  again  de- 
dared  the  question  lost,  Mr.  Howard,  of  Texas,  again  moved  a  recon- 
sideration ;  but  the  Speaker  promptly  replied  that  a  second  reconsiderar 
ti<m  was  not  in  order.  From  this  dedswn  an  appeal  was  taken,  and  the 
House  adjourned. 

On  reassembling  the  next  morning,  the  countenances  of  members 
would  have  presented  a  ric*h  scene  for  the  pencQ.  Some  sat  with  knitted 
brows  and  compressed  lips,  sternly  nlent  amid  the  moral  pestilence 
wUch  ai^>eared  to  surrouiMi  them.  Others  were  nervous,  and  evidently 
HI  at  ease  with  themselves  ;  others  appeared  desperate,  and  determined 
to  secure  fortunes  for  themselves  by  transferring  money  from  the  pockets 
of  the  people  to  their  own ;  while  the  one  usual  and  universal  excuse  for 
aU  corruptions  was  iterated  and  reiterated,  and  constantly  repeated  on 
every  hand,  that  the  passage  of  the  bill  was  necessary  "  to  save  the 
Vmon.'' 

The  first  question  was  upon  sustaining  the  Speaker  in  declarii^  that 
tlie  second  motion  to  reconsider  was  out  of  order.  He  was  himself  a  ' 
slaveholder,  and  supposed  to  be  anxious  for  the  passage  of  the  bill ; 
but  would  not  violate  his  duty  and  parliamentary  law  in  order  to  effect 
that  object.  It  appeared  impossible  for  any  man  to  mistake  the  hiw 
of  legislation  which  the  Speaker  explained  so  clearly*  Opponents  of 
the  measure  declared  the  proposition  to  reverse  the  Speaker's  decision 
most  obviously  corrupt.  They  asserted  that  neither  pusillanimity  nor 
cowardice  could  induce  members  to  vote  for  it :  But  it  was  sustained. 
The  vote  given  by  the  firee  States  was  as  follows  :  , 

From  Mame,  Messrs.  Gerry,  Otis,  Sawtelle,  and  Stetson  voted  in  the 
aflfirmative  ;  Messrs.  Fuller  and  littlefield  in  the  n^ative.  From  New 
Hampshire,  Mr.  Tuck  voted  alone  in  the  affirmative,  and  Messrs.  Hib> 
bard,  Peaslee,  and  Willson  in  the  n^^tive.  From  Massachusetts, 
Messrs.  Allen,  Fowler,  Mann,  and  Rockwell  sustained  the  Speaker ;  while 
Messrs.  Duncan,  Elliott,  and  Grinnell  voted  against  his  decision.  From 
Rhode  Island,  Messrs.  King  and  Dixon  voted  in  the  negative  ;  while  all 
the  members  from  Connecticut,  Messrs.  Booth,  Butler,  and  Waldo,  voted 


in  tiie  afBnnatiTe.  Prom  Temoiit,  Mesm.  Henrj  and  Pec^  swtafawi 
the  (^leaker's  decisioii ;  while  MeflafB.  Meaeham  and  Hebard  roted  4o 
leyense  it  Prom  l^ew  York,  Meem.  Alannder,  Bemett,  Ciark,  Oob- 
ger,  Oott,  Pteston  Ring,  Jackson,  Matteeon,  Sadiet,  and  Schoolcraft 
maintained  the  Speaker'e  deeinon,  -and  Mesfflps.  Aodrews,  Brigga, 
Brooks,  Borrows,  Goald,  Rose,  Rqmolds,  Patnam,  Ramsey,  ^ackseiii 
John  A.  King,  McKissoek,  Ncteon,  Phoenix,  Schwmerhom,  Sjlrester, 
Underiiill,  Walden,  and  White  TOted  to  <yfemile  the  Speakers  dedsicm. 
From  New  Jersey,  Mr.  Newell  TOted  in  liie  affirmatiye  ;  and  Messrs. 
James  O.  King,  Yan  Dy^ce,  and  WidiidcgaTe  their  voiees  in  the  neg»* 
tive.  Prom  Pennsylvania,  Messrs.  Dfckey,  Howe,  Read,  and  Steveni 
TOted  hi  the  affirmatire,  and  Messrs.  Bnfto,  Chandler,  Calvin,  Canej, 
Dimmock,  Priedly,  Gilmore,  Leyin,  Mann,  McLanahan,  Mooro,  Ogle, 
Pitman,  Robbins,  Ross,  Strong,  andT  Thompson  voted  in  the  negative. 
From  Ohio,  Messrs.  Cable,CampbeH,C!orwin,'Crowell,  Disney,  Oiddings, 
Hooter,  Morris,  Root,  Schenck,  and  Sweeteer  TOted  in  the  affirmatif«,  somI 
Messrs.  Carter,  Evans,  Hoagland,  Olds,  Potter,  Taylor,  Tborman,  Ti»- 
ton,  and  Whittlesey  voted  in  the  negative.  From  Indiana,  Measra. 
Fitch,  Halloway,  and  Julian  snstamed  the  Speaker's  jodgment;  ant 
Messrs.  Albertson,  Brown,  Donham,  Gorman,  Harlan,  and  Robinsott 
gave  their  votes  to  overrale  it.  From  Illinois,  Mr.  Baker  voted  in  ^bt 
affirmative,  and  Messrs.  Harris,  McClemaBd,  Richardson,  WentworA, 
and  Yoong  voted  in  the  negative  From  Michigan,  Messrs.  Bnoig* 
ham,  Boell,  and  Spragne  voted  to  snstain  tiie  Speaker's  judgment. 
From  Wisconsin,  Messrs.  Cole,  Boty,  and  Dorkee  voted  to  soppoit 
the  Speaker's  decision ;  while  Mr.  Letter,  frcwi  Iowa>  voted  to  ov«r- 
role  it. 

Fifty-foor  votes  from  the  fVee  States  were  given  in  &vor  of  the  deci- 
sion of  the  Speaker,  while  seventy-two  members  from  the  free  States 
Toted  to  overmle  it,  in  order  that  1^  hiQ  might  become  a  law.  There 
were  men  from  the  slave  States  who  woold  not  place  their  names  on 
record  m  behalf  of  this  obvioos  altonpt  to  overmle  all  parliaoMait- 
ary  law :  Messrs.  Ash  aftd  Tenable,  from  North  Carolina ;  Averet, 
Bayley,  Edmnndson,  Holliday,  Mead,  Parker,  and  Powell,  of  Virginia; 
Bnrt,  Colcock,  Hohnes,  McQaeen,  Orr,  Wallace,  and  Woodwaid,  of 
South  Carolina;  Bay,  Hall,  and  Phe^  of  Missomi;  Haralson  and 
Jackson,  of  Oeorgia;  Bowdon,  Harris,  Hnbbard,  and  Inge,  of  Ala- 
bama; Brown,  Featherston,  and  MeWilKe,  of  Mississippi;  Johnson,  of 
Arkansas;  La  Sere  and  Morse,  of  Lonisiana,  and  Staunton,  of  Tennee* 
see,  constitnting  thirty-two  members  from  the  slave  States,  making  in 
all  eighty-six  votes  in  favor  of  sostalning  the  Speaker's  decision,  wMle 
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seTenty-two  yoteftfrom  tibe  free  fiteta  and  fifty  frbm  the  alave  Staftefl^ 
UBomitiDg  IB  all  to  one  hundred  and  twantj-tvro  rotes,  were  cast  to  oe- 
Terse  the  Speaker's  dedsion;  in  ofd«r  that  the  bill  might  paas. 

Feriiaps  it  were  impossible  for  the  reader,  or  anj  person  not  present  at 
the  time,  to  form  a  conect  idea  of  the  scene  presented  on  that  oeoaaion. 
Eroy  one  seemed  confident  that  the  appropriation  of  this  ten  millions 
woold  be  an  nnmitigated  robbery  of  the  treafiorj  to.gratifj  the  insolent 
demand  of  Texas ;  while  sonthem  statesmen  tanntmglj  asserted  that 
they  conld  carry  any  measure  that  wonld  plaoe  money  in  the  pockets  of 
northern  members.  It  was  also  jnanifest  that  while  many  northem 
men  who  dared  not  vote  for  the  bill,  even  nnder  the  plea  of  saving  the 
ITnion,  were  quite  willing  to  extricate  it  fh>m  the  grave  to  which  the 
vote  of  the  House  and  the  Speaker's  decision  had  l^^lly  consigned  it. 

There  was  no  further  difficulty  .6n<!ountered  in  the  progress  of  the  bill. 
It  reached  its  third  readmg  aod  final  passage  by  a  vote  of  108  to  97, 
and  many  members  who  were  saiA  to  have  left  home  poor,  were  reported 
to  have  returned  to  their  fiunilies  with  handsome  fortunes  ;  ^while  the 
only  excuse  which  they  attempted  to  render  for  their  votes  was,  that 
May  wen  given  **  to  save  the  UmonJ'  Indeed  there  appeared  to  be  no 
crime  so  damnmg  that  its  perpetration  could  not  be  justified  by  this 
pleal  The  Union  biieame  the  professed  ultimate  object  for  which 
American  statesmen  Labored :  To  attain  that  okject  the  Constitution 
was  disregarded  ;  and  troth,  justice,  and  human  nature  were  trampled 
upon. 

It  has  been  previously  remarked  that  the  framers  of  the  Constitutign» 
and  the  early  American  statesmen,  supposed  that  all  l^slation  in 
r^ard  to  the  capture  of  fugitive  slaves  had  been  specifically  reserved  to 
the  several  States.   .But  the  slave  power,  in  1793,  {^vailed  on  Con- 
gress to  pass  a  law  on  that  sulgect.    The  Supreme  Court  subsequently 
decided  that  the  State  Legislatures  conld  not  interfere  in  the  matter, 
and  that  Congress  alone  held  oonatitutional  power  to  pass  laws  in 
regard  to  it.    From  the  passage  of  the  act  of  1793  it  had  been  used 
as  a  means  for  arresting  and  carrying  into  bondage  free  colored  persons 
from  the  northern  States.     But  the  law  itself  was  odious  from  its 
passage.    The  people  of  the  free  States  cherished  the  love  of  liberty ; 
they  detested  slavery,  and  most  of  them  refused  to  be  involved  in 
the  crime  of  arresting  slaves.    The  arrest  of  a  man  chaiged  with  no 
offence  but  the  love  of  liberty,  the  placing  irons  upon  his  limbs  and 
carrying  bun  to  intermmable  bondage,  could  not  be  regarded  by  an 
edightened  Christian  people  otimrwise  than  barbarous ;  and  in  a  moral 
view,  really  as  piratieal  as  to  do  the  same  tiung  in  Africa.    The  sym- 
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paihy  of  oil  good  mea  most  of  necessity  be  with  the  oj^ressed.  Yet 
at  the  period  of  which  we  are  writing,  the  sI&Te  power  demanded  a 
more  stringent  fugitive  kw  than  that  of  1193,  which  itself  was  so  odious 
that  it  could  not  be  enforced  in  many  of  the  States. 

After  the  passage  of  the  act  paying  the  State  of  Texas  ten  million 
of  doUars,  the  pretended  yalne  of  territory  to  which  she  had  no  title  or 
daim,  soothem  statesmen  insisted  that  northern  members  would  concede 
anything  which  the  South  might  demand ;  and  in  demanding  the  passage 
of  the  fugitive  act  of  1850,  they  speared  desirous  of  testing  the  degree 
of  servility  to  which  northern  members  of  Congress  had  been  reduced. 
This  bill  was  early  reported  by  Mr.  Maacxi,  in  the  Senate,  and  the 
«  ^«,  celebrated  speech  of  Mr.  Webster  had  been  delivered  upon  it  early  as 
the  1th  March  ;  but  it  did  not  come  up  for  general  debate  in  the  Senate 
nntil  near  the  close  of  August.*  Mr.  Webster  had  left  that  body 
and  was  acting  as  Secretary  of  State  under' Mr.  Fillmore  ;  but  the  blQ 
was  supported,  by  Messrs.  Butler,  of  South  Carolina  ;  Foote,  of 
Mississippi,  and  Mason,  of  Yirginia.  They  took  the  bold  ground  that 
da/oes  were  property  in  every  moral  sense,  a$id  to  the  same  extent  that  horses 
are  property ;  and  that  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  intended  that 
Congress  should  compel  the  people  of  the  free  States  to  capture  and 
return  them  to  their  masters  whenever  they  escaped. 
•>    .  The  passage  of  the  bill  was  ably  opposed  by  Messrs.  Hale  and  Chase. 

V^^  y^  They  drew  a  marked  distinction  between  persons  and  property;  showed 
-  5.;*  the  absurdity  of  the  doctrine  that  Congress  could  have  any  l^itimate 

^  ^  :^  power  whatever  over  the  life  and  liberty  of  innocent  men,  or  authority 
to  place  those  prerogatives  at  the  disposal  of  other  individuals.  They 
maintained  the  very  obvious  philosophy  that  Congress  possessed  no  con- 
stitutional or  moral  power  to  authorize  one  man  or  a  number  of  men 
to  murder  or  enslave  innocent  persons.  That -no  act  authoriang  or 
requiring  the  people  of  the  free  States  to  murder  or  enslave  men  or 
women  who  were  innocent  of  crime  could  confer  moral  or  constitutional 
authority  to  commit  those  crimes  ;  nor  would  it  impose  any  moral  or 
constitutional  obligation  upon  the  fugitive  to  submit  to  be  murdered  or 
enslaved.  They  contended  that  the  second  section  of  the  fourth  article 
of  the  Constitution  gave  to  Congress  no  powers  of  legislation  upon  this 
snliject ;  but  that  such  powers  had  been  expressly  prohibited  to  Con- 
gress by  the  tenth  article  of  the  amendments. 

On  the  question  of  engrossing  the  bill,  all  the  Senators  from  the  slave 
States  voted  in  the  affirmative,  and  Messrs.  Sturgeon,  of  Pennsylvania^ 
and  Jones,  of  Iowa,  were  the  only  Senators  from  free  States  who  voted 
with  the  Sonth  ;  while  Messrs.  Bradbury,  of  Maine ;  Upham,  of  Yer- 
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mont ;  Davis  and  WInthrop,  of  Massachiuetts ;  Oreene,  of  Rhode 
Island  ;  Baldwin  and  Smith,  of  Connecticut ;  Dayton,  of  New  Jersey  ; 
Cooper,  of  Pennsylvania ;  Chase,  of  Ohio ;  Dodge  and  Walker,  of 
Wisconsin,  voted  against  the  bill ; /and  Messrs.  Hamlin,  of  Maine ; 
Hale  ajid  Norris,  of  New  Hampshire  ;  Phelps,  of  Yermont ;  Clark,  of 
Khode  Island  ;  Seward  and  Dickinson,  of  New  York  ;  Miller,  of  New 
Jersey  ;  Ewing,  of  Ohio  ;'*'  Bright  and  Whitcomb,  of  Indiana ;  Dongp- 
las  and  Shields,  of  Illinois ;  Gads  and  Felch,  of  Michigan,  constitntinff^ 
one  half  of  the  Senators  from  the  free  States,  ^noi  vote.  This  faflarel 
to  vote  on  a  bill  so  barbarous  called  down  npon  the  silent  Senators 
severe  criticism.  The  fact  that  they  so  far  stifled  the  voice  of  their 
several  States  on  a  subject  of  such  importance  was  regarded  by  both 
parties  as  unstatesmanlike,  and  unworthy  of  American  Senators. 

The  bill  having  passed  the  Senate,'was  taken  up  in  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, on  motion  of  Mr.  Thompson,  of  Pennsylvania,  who, 
having  made  a  speech  in  favor  of  its  passage,  moved  the  previous 
question.  There  was  great  indignation  felt  at  the  attempt  to  press  such 
a  bill  through  the  House  without  debate,  and  a  motion  was  made  to  lay 
it  on  the  table.  It  was  the  expectation  and  confident  belief  that  every 
member  really  opposed  to  the  bill  would  vote  to  lay  it  on  the  table,  as 
that  would  have  been  a  final  defeat  of  the  measure.  On  this  motion 
the  members  voted  as  follows  : 
Mains.    Yea — Messrs.  Otis,  Sawtell,  and  Stetson, 8 

Nay— -Messrs.  Puller,  (Jary,  and  Littlefidd, 8 

New  Hakpshire.-    Yea — ^Mr.  Tuck,    .    .    .    .  • 1 

Nay — ^Messrs.  Hebbard  and  Peaslee, .8 

Massaghuseits.    Yea — Messrs.    Allen,    Duncan,    Fowler,    and 

Mason, 4 

Nay— Mr.  Elliott, #    ....    1 

Yebmont.    yea — ^Messrs.  Henry,  Hebard,  and  Meacham,  .    .    .    S 

Rhode  Island.    Yea — Messrs.  Dixon  and  Eang, 2 

CoNNBcncuT.    Yea — Messrs.  Booth,  Butler,  and  Waldo,   ...»  8 
New  York.    Yea — Messrs.  Bennett,  Burrows,  Clark,  Gott,  Gould, 
Jackson,  John    A.   King,  Preston    King,  Matteson, 
McKissock,  Nelson,   Ramsey,   Sacket,    Schermerhom, 
Schoolcraft,  Sylvester,  and  IJnderhill, IT 

Nay — Messrs.  Briggs,  Brooks,  and  Waldeu,       ....    8 

*  Preddent  Taylor  died  Ifi  Ji^j,  and  the  Vlce-PretldeBt  nfanore  nieoeeded  him  In  ofliM,  mnA 
otDed  to  hb  aMistanee  Senator  Webiter ;  and  BIr.  Wlnthrop  wai  appointed  to  fill  that  Senator^e 
place.  Mr  OonrlOt  of  Ohio,  WM  appointed  Secretarr  of  the  Treaenzy  i  Aiid  Mr.  Evlnf  waa 
appointed  to  flD  bb  place  in  the  Senate. 
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"Nmw  Jerset.    Yea — ^M eflsra.  Baj  and  King,       .    .   ^    .'   '.    .    3 
PnnrBTLTAHiA.    Yeaf-^Meflsns.  Oalvin,  Gasej,  Ohandler,  Friedly, 
Hampton,  Howe,  Mow^  Beed,  Stevens,  Mann,  and 

MeLaaahan, 11 

Nay — Messrs.   Batter,    Dhnmock;    Bobbins,    Boss,  and 

Thompson, * 6 

Ohio.  Tea — Cable,  Campbell,  Oorwin,  Crowell,  Erans,  Gid- 
dings,  Hunter,  MorHs,  Boot,  Tharman,  Yihton,  Whit- 
tlesey, and  Wood, IS 

Nay — Carter,  Disney,  Hoagland,  Miller,  and  Taylor,      .    5 

IvDiAKA.    Yea — ^Messrs.  Halloway,  Harlan,  Jnllan,  Bobinson,'  •    4 

Nay — ^Messrs.  Albertson,  Dunham,  Fitch,  Gorman,  Mo-      ^ 

Donald,  and  McGai^hy, 6 

liuvois.    Yea. — Mr.  Wentworth, 1 

Nay— Mes^s.  Bissel,  Harris,  McOlemand,    Bichardson, 

and  Yoong, .'    .    5 

MtcfliOAN.    Yea — Messrs.  Bingham  and  Spragne, 2 

WisooKBiw.    Yea — Messrs.  Cole,  Doty,  and  Dorkee,    ....    3 

lowA.  •  Yea — Mr.  Leffler, 1 

There  were  sixty-^igfat  rotes  horn  the  free  States  in  favor  of  laying 
the  bill  on  the  table,  and  thirty  against  it ;  all  members  from  the  slave 
States  voted  against  the  motion,  which  was  lost  The  bill  was  then 
pnt  upon  its  passage,  and  Messrs^  Carter  and  Disney,  of  Ohio  ;  Briggs^ 
of  New  York  ;  and  Fitch,  of  Indiana,'"  changed  positions,  and  voted 
against  the  bill,  which  they  had  jnst  voted  to  preserve  from  defeat. 
While  Messrs.  Andrews,  Pahner,  Phoenix,  Spanlding,  Beynolds,  Bose, 
White,  Bisley,  Bokee,  Conger,  and  Duer,  of  New  York ;  Baker  and 
Biehardson,  of  Illinois  ;  Cleveland,  of  Connecticnt ;  Gilmore,  Levin^ 
Ness,  Ogle,  Pitman,  Strong,  and  Willmot,  of  Pennsylvania ;  Ashman 
and  OrinneO,  of  Massachnsetts  ;  Newel  and  Vandyke,  of  New  Jersey  ; 
Schenck  and  Sweetzer,  of  Ohio,  Med  to  vote  ;  but  sach  was  the  feeltng 
among  the  people,  that  these  eifbrts  to  avoid  responsibility  by  refixsing  td 
vote,  brongUt  npon  silent  members  more  disfavor  than  they  wonld  have 
incurred  by  voting  for  the  bill,  which  was  passed,  105  votes  to  73. 

The  bill  declared  it  the  duty  of  all  good  citizens  to  be  active  and 
vigilant  in  their  efforts  to  arrest  and  retom  fdgitive  slaves  ;  and  affixed 
severe  penalty  on  every  attempt  to  aid  or  assist  the  fleeing  bond- 
man to  escape  the  fangs  of  the  human  bloodhounds  who  were  pursuing 


The  cruelties  which  this  bill  authorized  and  required  pf  northern  dti- 
lens  were  so  reroUing  to  the  pubHc  consdenoOy  so  directly  at  war  with 


GBlBMXn  OW  TBS  BILU  885 

Christiaii  civilizatioB,  that  it  waa  demmieed  in  all  parts  of  the  free  Slatei 
as  di^Gpracefol  to  the  nation  and  the  age  in  which  it  was  enaeied.  Mr. 
FlUmore,  the  President^  with  Mr.  Webster  and  Mr.  Gorwin  among  the 
members  of  his  Galnnet^  approved  the  bill  aad  it  became  a  law,  so  far  as 
human  enactments  yiolative  of  the  natural  rights  of  mankind  can  be 
ealled  laws.  Yet  the  aetion  of  the  President,  aided  by  the  inflnenoe  of 
a  nuyoritj  of  Qongress  as  well,  ae  of  his  Cabinet,  and  bj  that  of  his 
friends  throughout  the  free  States,  oonkl  not  stop  the  progress  of  that  de» 
testation  in  which  the  people  of  the  free  States  r^^ed  this  uadiagnised 
attempt  to  make  them  die  cat<^poles  of  southern  siaTeholders. 

Mr.  Webster  now  began  to  eoiiq;)rdieDd  the  sad-  mistake  he  had  made 
in  his  q)eech  on  the  Ith  Mai€h»  and  yet  hoping  to  sa?e  himself  and 
friends  from  the  odium  which  seemed  to  await  the  advocates  of  this  biQ, 
he  wrote  Professor  Stnairt  of  the  Theological  Sraiinary  of  Andorer,  re- 
questing that  venerable  divine-  to  address  the  Christian  poblic  oa  the 
subject.  The  able  professor  now  turned  his  attention  to  the  plan  of 
guiding  the  religious  sentiment  of  the  country  to  a  favorable  considera* 
tion  of  this  odious  law.  He  piAIished  an  essay  entitled  "  Conadenee 
and  the  Constitution,"  urging  the  capture  and  return  of  fugitive  slaves 
as  a  religious  duty.  Other  diviDes  united  their  influence  with  that  ot 
Professor  Stuart,  and  a  strong  effort  was  put  forth  to  prostitnte  the 
religion  of  the  free  States  to  the  commission  of  the  revolting  crime  of 
capturiug  and  r^nslaving  professed  Christians  who  were  fleeing  from 
bondage.  Nor  should  we  foiget  that  the  argument  in  favor  of  the  pas* 
sage  of  the  law  as  well  as  in  favor  <tf  its  e^^ution  consiBted  in  the  assert 
tum  that  it  was  **  necessary  to  save  the  UnionJ^ 

But  a  free  and  enlightened  people  could  not  be  misled  on  a  meaeure 
so  barbarous.  They  pronounced  those  divines  who  advocated  the  cap^ 
ture  of  slaves  "  hypocrites  unworthy  of  Christian  Fellowship,"  and  many 
statesmen  and  members  of  Congress  descended  to  premature  political 
graves  in  consequence  of  their  advocacy  of  this  measure,*  and  no  eilbrt 
on  the  part  of  the  advocates  of  slavery  seemed  capable  of  stayiog  the 
feeling  of  indignation  which  a|»peared  to.  prevail  throughout  the  free 
States. 

^But  each  surrender  of  northem  rights  and  northern  honor  most  olh 
viously  confirmed  southern  men  in  the  conviction  that  the  northern 


*aeTtrand  OrrtOe  Dewty,  •  xktetsmaM^  Ite  UflftttlM  Otarch,  dbUiiguMMa far  ablBlF  tai 
learning,  In  a  public  lecture  was  eald  to  hmn  deeland  ttiat  he  would  wise  hb  "  own  molker  tai 
return  her  to  slavery  in  artUr  to  tamt  IK4  Union,**  The  learned  divine  modified  Ua  aaiertlon,  de- 
dailBf  that  be  uied  ttie  word  •'  hroKtum'^*  InrteaA  ef  «•  Biathert**  but  Ihia  modtteailon  appMrcd  is 
no  decree  ■atisfaetoxy  to  the  pnbHo  wia4. 
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people  were  destitate  of  that  mond  courage,  that  nnbeDding  mtegritf , 
which  would  enable  them  to  maintain  a  government  separate  from  tlte 
dare  States.  Southern  men  began  to  utter  the  maxim  that  "  cotton 
ifl  king/'  and  many  of  them  beliered  the  commercial  importance  of 
that  article  rose  so  far  superior  to  all  other  considerations,  that  no 
abuse,  no  degradation  of  the  l^orth,  would  stimulate  their  statesmen  to 
a  resistance  of  southern  dictation :  and  this  idea  was  frequently  put 
forth  after  the  passage  of  the  fugitiye  slare  act,  and  few  northern  mem- 
bers repudiated  the  dishonorable  imputation. 

It  was  late  in  September  before  tiie  bill  to  admit  California  came  up 
for  action.  It  had  been  delayed  near  seren  months  in  order  to  pass  the 
bill  to  pay  Texas  ten  millions  dollars  and  this  fugitive  slave  act  As 
early  as  the  12  th  March  the  President  had  transmitted  to  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress  copies  of  the  Constitution  of  California  and  the  cre- 
dentials of  her  Senators  and  Representatives  ;  but  in  the  Senate  the  vote 
on  admitting  that  State  had  been  postponed  until  the  13th  August, 
when  all  the  Senators  from  the  free  States,  with  Messrs.  Bell,  of  Tennes- 
see ;  Benton,  of  Missouri ;  Wales  and  Spruance,  of  Delaware,  and  Un- 
derwood, of  'Kentucky,  voted  for  the  bill^  and  aU  the  Senators  from  the 
dave  States  except  those  named  voted  against  it. 

The  debate  had  been  able,  at  times  it  vras  animated,  and  aroused  much 
feeling  on  the  part  of  those  who  participated  in  it.  Indeed  slaveholding 
members  could  not  disguise  their  chagrin  and  mortification  at  seeing  a 
free  State  formed  from  the  territory  acquired  at  their  instance  for  the 
avowed  purpose  of  establishing  slave  States.  Mr.  Benton  had  long  «i- 
tertained  the  conviction  that  Mr.  Calhoun  and  other  leading  statesmen 
of  the  South  intended  to  dissolve  the  Union  and  erect  a  southern  slave- 
holding  confbderacy.  For  this  conviction  he  became  obnoxious  to  those 
who  were  plotting  the  destruction  of  the  Union  in  order  to  eternize  the 
institution  of  slavery. 

Mr.  Foote,  of  Mississippi,  i^ypeared  desirous  of  a  personal  altercation 
with  the  venerable  Senator ;  but  up  to  that  period  members  of  the  Senate 
had  seldom  forgotten  the  dignity  due  to  their  stations.  Mr.  Foote  appear^ 
ed  incapable  of  restraining  his  feelings,  and  his  language  became  so  ofifenrnve  ■ 
that  the  gallant  old  colonel  appeared  unable  to  withstand  it  longer.  He  was 
a  man  of  powerful  frame,  though  sixty  years  of  age,  while  Mr.  Foote  was 
younger  and  very  properly  numbered  among  the  "  light-weights."  Ben- 
ton's courage  had  been  tested  on  the  field,  and  although  Foote  had  also 
met  his  foe  in  the  duella,  his  firmness  xmder  danger  was  not  so  univer- 
sally acknowledged.  When  Mr.  Foote's  language  appeared  no  longer 
endurable,  Mr.  Benton  rose  and  stepping  into  the  outer  aisle  proceeded 
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wttli  rapid  strides  directly  towairds  Mr.  Foote,  with  UkA  intention  as  he^ 
stated  of  passiDg  out  of  the  chamber  at  the  front  door.  Mr.  Foote 
seeing  the  stalwart  form  of  his  opponent  approaching  q^der  eyideDt  ez- 
ootement,  concluded  that  "  discretion  was  the  better  part  of  valor/'  and 
starting  from  his  seat  retreated  towards  the  presiding  officer,  at  the  same  ' 
time  drawing  a  pistol,  apparently  intending  to  shoot  his  supposed  assailant. 
This  "presentation  of  arms"  exerted  an  electric  effect  upon  the  spirit  of 
Ool.  Benton,  who  now  la  a  loud  Toice  cried,  "  stand  back,  la  him  skoot,^ 
as  he  violently  separated  his  clothing  and  exposed  his  bosom  to  the  ex- 
pected shot  of  Ult.  Foote.  Instantly  every  Senator  was  upon  his  feet, 
some  caliiog  to  order  and  others  rushing  between  the  parties.  Several 
SenatoKB  seised  Col.  Benton  and  conducted  hhn  back  to  his  seat,  when 
he  became  unmanageable,  and  breaking  from  those  around  him,  again 
mshed  towards  Foote,  using  language  too  emphatic  for  rec6rd.  Other 
Senators  mshed  between  them,  disarmed  Foote  and  conducted  Mr  Beor 
ton  again  to  his  seat,  and  restored  order  ;  and  the  Senate  proceeded  with 
the  business  before  it. 

Mr.  Benton  was  a  Democrat,  had  long  been  a  leading  member  of  t^t 
party,  and  was  more  perfectly  informed  as  to  the  intentiims  of  southern 
men  in  regard  to  secession  than  any  other  man  not  engaged  in  the  plot| 
And  while  Mr.  Webster  in  his  speech  on  the  Yth  March  had  expressed 
confidence  in  the  *'  Nashville  Convention,"  Mr.  Benton  was  impatient 
at  hearing  any  man  doubt  that  the  eljeet  of  leadii^  southern  men  and 
of  that  convention  was  the  disruption  of  the  Union  ;  and4he  scene  just 
related  may  be  regarded  as  the  first  senatorial  demonstration  of  violence 
between  the  lovers  of  the  Union  and  Secessionists.* 

Tb»  feeling  of  southern  statesmen  and  people  in  regard  to  the  excln* 
sioQ  of  slavery  from  California  was  illustrated  by  pnblie  meetings,  held  in 
Qeorg^  Alabama,  and  Mississippi,  at  whieh  resolutions,  declaring  the 
admission  of  California  as  a  free  State  would  be  a  stupendous  fraud  upon 
the  people  of  the  slave  States,  and  threatening  a  separation  from  the 
free  States  unless  slavery  were  admitted  to  all  our  toritoiy  sonth  of  86 
d^  30  min.  north  latitnde. 

But  these  demonstrations  could  not  iatiBaidate  northern  membeia 
The  vote  in  the  House  of  Representatives  iQion  the  admission  of  Cab- 
foraia  as  a  free  State  showed  151  members  in  favor  of  that  measure,  and 
only  5)  against  it,  nearly  all  of  whom  were  slaveholders. 

This  incident  will  loi^  constitBte  an  important  *era  in  our  political 
history.    We  have  akeady  stated,  that  near  the  close  of  the  thirtieth 

^  At  the  time  of  writing  theee  iketcbM,  i.D.  1868,  Mr.  Foote  Is  an  actire  member  of  the  OonfeM* 
iMrCoagMM;  ba^OMMl  B«toft  WW  «ii  mk«4V«ilM  MiiMl  •^  <^  WoB  nnid  bk 
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^«rM»   K^  v^;ii^  -/  «I*^J7  i-jtf  if   lie  9*;.r  Bit    i^arvas 
«^^>f    t   titKKf-  ^l      TV    n**i":^  if  'Dwr^  iiL^r  -;^  laoie  xf 

fK^   [#»»^/i  '0^  T  \ig^  unH  .^sutingr  I>»Ti»\rrvA  x.-'.-ail  -if  irv 

iMvt  ,nitii^n^^  '/  ♦.^/•^i^  »W  *ivyi^  Li^A  nt'j^  "v  «i.]7  v  '.it^  ^i>ir^a»4 

^^^^^4  *^.  '>*4«^.  f^^^-^,  i(M  ^ttrn^  tivifi  fm  fK^i/>A  of  die  thulf  ii*i 

Ix^^^  //  4M^*rj  fr.f»  C^:^>fM^  «H  exp^^^td  tie  ericrxpdoai  «f  tk» 
^^»l  f^f'f4(  iit^  MM  f4  Iffxm,  the  feti'if  t,x^*t  hksk  fnwatwl  ta 
|;i»/<«r  ^  ^^^lyii,  Ili^  wm  t^ttsirpid  with  fmrio.riia^  P^P^n  fr^oii  AiC 
ihi^n\  Vt^UMf^, :  AmI  Um  f^hnrire  wm  pahli^Md  scnaltiiiiiMi/  m 
Mi^  (^«/|ir>^  wh^j^  piip^fv  cpf  Ckf^hady  PhiLulelphtt,  Xew  York  sod 
H^ni/fiK  Um  %]f\$^Mf%ntM  \n  thoie  jaspers  gmre  the  astbor  the  favt  notiee 
f^»«i  m9\Mm  t4  frrimfi  had  erer  rnvted  <»  Inm.  He  at  ooee  demanded 
mi  lrirMMf(Aii//fi  $  bfii  Mefa  wai  tlie  feeling  of  the  Hooae,  theo  uadar 
i^^^Uf^'fHlU*•  mUtf  that  tha  nMmbtTi  woiiJd  not  graot  a  committee  to 
pnnwUi^  ihi^  vium.  But  one  of  tba  Aarfctaot  Po«tmaater  Oenerals,  bemg 
a  WlilfC,  m\i  Uf  the  Honae  a  reiteration  of  the  charge,  to  whidi  the 
^lihm  iffftm\tiif  fiMponded,  dedartng  the  Aawtant  Poatmaster  Ckneral 
Kfilil/  (ft  hMnH4  and  ariolation  of  official  datj:  and  pledged  hlm- 
M.ir  Uf  u\uiW  ihtm  tMcU  if  tha  Hoaae  would  grant  a  committea.    Thia 
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ceidd  not  well  be  refiiaed.  A  Blareholding  Speaker  selected  men  in  no- 
reapect  friendlj  to  the  author,  either  personally  or  politically.  They 
met^  and  the  first  witness  examined  was  the  Assistant  Postmaster  Gench 
ral  who  had  reiterated  the  charges:  Bnt  after  a  eross-ezamination  he 
asked  the  committee  to  place  on  their  jonmal  the  faot  that  he  then  with* 
drew  all  impatation  against  the  anthor.  To  this  the  accused  responded, 
saying  that  the  charge  had  been  made  and  coold  not  be  recalled :  He 
therefore  desired  to  disprove  erery  dratmskufiee  alleged.  To  this  propo- 
sition the  committee  consented,  sent  to  Ohio  and  Boston  for  witnesses, 
and  having  takea  the  testimony,  reported  the  charges  to  hare  been  made 
without  any  foundation  in  truth  ;  and  the  slander  which  was  intended  tp 
destroy  the  reputation  of  an  indiyidual  recoiled  with  great  effect  upon 
the  party  whose  interest  it  was  intended  to  subseire. 

Finding  that  the  popular  feeling  was  aroused  against  the  dare  trade, 
which  was  carried  on  with  much  acttyity  in  the  City  of  Washington,  the 
Senate  passed  a  bill  entitled  ^'  A  bill  to  abolish  the  slave  trade  in  the 
District  of  Columbia.''  But  although  this  was  its  title,  it  merely  pro- 
hibited the  bringing  of  slaves  from  the  surrounding  country  to  that  city 
for  market.  It  also  authorized  the  Common  Council  of  Washington  to 
abate  as  a  public  nuisance  any  sUive-pen  or  house  kept  as  a  market  for 
slaves  ;  but  left  the  slaves  of  the  city  liable  to  purchase  and  sale  as  they 
had  been  previously  to  the  passage  of  the  act.  The  House  at  once 
passed  the  bill  as  it  came  from  the  Senate. 

The  passage  of  this  bill  was  a  still  further  yielding  to  the  demands  of 
the  people  of  the  free  States,  and  was  viewed  by  the  friends  of  liberty 
oa  an  important  indication  of  further  success. 

With  the  passage  of  this  bill ;  with  the  admiarion  of  Califomia  as  a 
'member  of  our  common  sisterhood  of  States,  as  well  as  by  the  passage 
of  the  Fugitive  Slave  act  and  the  grant  of  ten  million  dollars  to  Texas, 
the  first  session'of  the  thirty-first  Congress  may  well  be  regarded  as 
holding  a  prominent  place  on  the  page  of  our  poUtical  history.  As  the 
slave  power  passed  its  culminating  point  and  beg^  its  descent  to  oblir 
vion,  its  corroption  was  developed  more  vividly  to  the  public  view : 
And  as  its  power  began  to  decline,  it  was  able  to  call  to  its  aid  the 
mercenary  propensity  of  northern  men,  and  thereby  perpetrate  crimes 
which  slaveholding  influence  could  not  alone  have  eflbcted. 
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tm  WOBKIMOa  OF  TBB  VUQmVM  BLATE  AOF. 

u^j  The  yacation  of  Gongren  afforded  the  Preail'^nt  and  members 
of  that  body  an  opportimitj  to  witnees  the  operations  of  the 
ft^itiye  slaye  act.  The  first  yictim  under  that  barbarous  enactment 
proTed  to  be  a  free  man  of  PhOadelphia,  sent  by  the  commissioners,  at 
fNiUie  expense,  as  a  slare  to  Maryland.  In  this  respect  it  may  be  said 
to  have  met  the  designs  and  expectations  of  its  friends.  But  when  he 
Naohed  the  i^ntation  from  which  it  was  alleged  he  had  escaped,  no  one 
recognized  him,  eren  the  supposed  master  declared  he  had  never  seen 
fatm,  and  he  was  permitted  to  retom  to  his  home  and  to  freedom  at  his 

A  husband  and  wife  escaped  from  Geori^,  and  after  much  toO  and 
constant  danger  reached  Boston.  The  master  pursued  them  and  at- 
tempted to  arrest  them  ;  but  the  husband  manfully  defended  himself  and 
Wife  ;  drore  oflF  the  master,  who  could  find  no  one  to  sympathize  with  or 
to  aid  him  ;  and  he  returned  to  his  own  State,  published  a  narratlFC  of 
his  adyenture  and  complained  of.  the  inefficiency  of  the  fugitive  slave 

In  the  autumn  of.  that  year  ten  slaves  escaped  from  Maryland,  and 
while  in  the  mountains  of  Somerset  County,  Pennsylvania,  were  dis- 
covered and  fired  upon  by  those  pursuing  them.  Three  were  killed, 
the  others  captuied  and  taken  back  to  servitude  ;  but  no  attempt  was 
Blade  to  anrest  or  punish  the  murderers.* 

These  crimes,  perpetrated  ^uader  color  of  the  fugitive  act,  led  to 
the  belief  that  Congress  had  extended  those  barbarous  laws  of  the  slave 
States,  which  auth<ni2e  the  master  or  his  agent  to  shoot  escaping  slaves, 
into  the  tee  States,  and  greatly  oontribated  to  increase  the  odium  which 
already  rested  upon  it 

In  Chester  County,  Pennsylvania,  a  deputy  marshal,  with  legal  pro- 
cess, broke  into  the  dwelling  of  a  citizen  in  order  to  arrest  a  slave  who 
was  sleeping  in  the  chamber.  But  the  owner  of  the  dwelling  and  his 
wife  assailed  the  marshal  with  weapons  and  occupied  his  attention  while 
the  slave  escaped  through  a  window. 

•  Tbb  itatemenib  iDAde  upon  ttie  mUweKt  of  nampapeit  poblkhed  la  UuU  i>art  of  Emib«j1- 
uid  WM  allenrftrdi  oonflmod  bj  menaben  of  Congre«  from  that  Stato. 
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While  these  circamstaaces  conTinoed  the  friends  of  liberty  that  the 
fi^tiTe  slave  act  was  arousiiig  the  public  mind  to  the  horrors  of  that 
isstitation,  and  was  therefore  exerting  an  influence  which  must  eventually 
eradicate  slavery  from  the  American  soil.  President  Fillmore  appeared 
to  view  them  quite  differently.  .. . 

On  the  reassembUng  of  Congress,  in  his  annual  message  he  referred  to  | 
the  fugitive  act  and  the  corrupt  assumption  of  Texas  debts  approvingly  ;  ' 
Bpoke  of  them  as  concession  and  compromises  necessary  to  allay  the  asper*  ^ 
ities  and  animosities  which  he  alleged  were  rapidly  alienating  one  section  ; 
of  the  country  from  another.    In  his  comments  he  inade  no  distinction 
between  righi  and  wrong,  heiwe&a  freedom  and  slavery ,  or  between  virtue    . 
and  crime.    But  in  this  he  followed  the  example  of  those  who  were  more 
experienced  in  public  life.    Moral  principle  was  at  that  period  entirely 
excluded  from  political  action :  and    the  philosophy  which  then  pre- 
vailed in  our  Federal  Oovernment  taught  that  crime  and  corruption  > 
were  necessary  to  maintain  every  form  of  government.    But  the  ad- 
'vocates  of  justice  appeared   more  conscious  of   tiieir  moral  power 
than  at  any  former  period.    Oalifomia  had  been  admitted  to  the 
Union  as  a  free  State/  and  now  stoo^  an  enduring  monument  of  their 
fidelity  and  political  ^owess.    The   fugitive  slave  act   had  proven 
more  barbarous  than  they  had  expected,  and  now  threatened  to  over- 
whelm with  disgrace  those  who  had  lent  their  influence  for  its  enactment. 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind,  that  while  the  President  in  obedience  to 
the  demands  of  the  slave  power  was  doing  all  he  could,  assisted  by  hia 
Cabinet  and  by  large  majorities  in  both  Houses  of  Congress,  to  induce 
the  people  of  the  free  States  to  capture  and  send  back  to  servitude  the 
fleeing  bondmen  of  the  South,  the  people  of  that  region  continued  to 
seize  and  enslave  the  colored  citizens  of  the  free  States  who  happened 
to  travel  in  the  South  without  protection.  And  whenever  a  northern 
ship  entered  a  southern  port  with  colored  sailors  on  board,  they  were 
seized  and  imprisoned  until  the  vessel  sailed,  when  the  captain  or  any 
friend  might  appear,  and  pay  charges  and  the  imprisoned  sailor  would 
be  permitted  to  go  on  board  his  vessel  and  depart ;  but  if  neither  the 
captain  nor  any  friend  of  the  sailor  paid  snch  charges,  he  was  sold  into 
slavery. 

The  people  of  Massachusetts,  generally  active  in  good  works,  were 
anxious  to  prevent  the  enslavement  of  free  blacks,  and  sent  one  of  her 
most  respected  attorneys  to  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  to  institute 
judicial  proceedings  in  order  to  test  the  constitutionality  of  those  southern 
laws ;  but  he  was  driven  from  the  city  and  from  the  State  by  mob 
violence  with  the  aiq;»roval  of  its  anthorities. 
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This  ontrage  upon  the  dignitj  and  constitutional  rights  of  Massachu- 
setts had  the  effect  to  stir  np  a  more  intense  detestation  of  the  fngitive 
slave  act,  to  which  Mr.  Webster  and  the  President,  and  the  supporters 
of  slarery,  htfd  attached  their  political  fortunes.* 

These  circumstances  developed  more  and  more  distinctly  the  great 
permeating  issue  between  the  "  submissionists ''  and  the  philosophic 
reformers,  who  maintained  that,  to  enjoy  the  light  of  the  sun,  to  breathe 
the  air  of  heaven,  to  drink  the  waters  of  earth,  to  obtain  food,  procure 
raiment  and  habitation,  were  natural  rights  pertaining  to  every  hunum 
sold  while  innocent,  conferred  by  the  Creator,  and  ever  to  be  held  sacred 

yBOM  INVASION,  BY  INDIVIDUALS  AND  BY  GOVERNMENTS.      That  thcSC  rights 

were  held  at  the  will  of  Ood,  which  constituted  a  "  higher  law  ^  than 
human  enactments  or  human  constitutions :  that  the  violation  of  this 
law  of  heaven  constituted  crime,  whether  it  werb  done  by  individuals  or 
by  men  holding  office,  or  acting  as  le^lators,  professing  to  authorize  its 
commission. 

The  submissionists  denied  these  fundamental  doctrines,  sneered  at  those 
who  held  them,  and  expressed  their  contempt  for  fnen  who  defined  the 
legitimate  boundaries  of  human  governments,  as  ''  higher  law  men  f^  biit 
were  careful  never  to  argue  the  question  nor  to  reason  upon  it. 

Southern  members,  however,  taunted  the  Administration  and  its  friends, 
asserting  that  the  "  higher  law  "  men  controlled  the  sentiment  of  Massa- 
chusetts to  such  an  extent  that  the  fugitive  slave  act  could  rwt  be  enforced 
ffi  Boston,  The  idea  that  an  act  of  Congress,  however  despotic  and  bar- 
barous, could  not  be  enforced  among  the  law  abiding  people  of  that  city, 
so  distinguished  for  its  obedience  to  law,  appeared  to  arouse  the  pride  of 
every  friend  of  the  Administration.  An  approved  catchpoll  was  sent 
to  Boston  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  this  flagitious  enactment,  in  the 
pl'esence  of  that  Christian  people. 

A  fugitive  named  Shadrach  was  discovered,  and  the  regular  warrant 
for  his  arrest  procured,  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  officer.  In  open 
day,  in  the  presence  of  the  people  in  the  city  of  Boston,  a  Christian  was 
captured,  pinioned,  and  led  away,  as  was  then  supposed  to  interminable 
slavery.  The  people  looked  on  and  sighed  and  wept  at  seeing  a  fellow- 
being,  whose  soul  like  their  own  was  clustering  with  immortal  hopes, 
thus  led  to  the  sacrifice. 

The  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  by  statute  had  forbidden  the  im- 
prisonment of  fugitive  slaves  in  their  jails,  and  the  marshal  conducted 
his  victim  to  the  United  States  court-house,  the  only  sanctuary  for  such 
crimes.  The  commissioner  being  unable  to  attend  the  proper  examina- 
tion that  day,  the  fugitive  was  placed  in  custody  of  three  or  four 
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'assistaiit  catchpolls,  who  were  directed  to  hold  him  in  costodj  n&tfl  the 
next  day. 

That  wafi  a  night  of  sadness  and  sorrow  to  the  philanthropists  and 
patriots  of  Boston.  •Their  fathers  had  led  in  the  gr^  Beyolutlon  of 
1176,  and  many  had  died  to  establish  the  doctrine  ^at  all  men  hold 
IBrom  the  "  Creator  an  inalienable  right  to  life  and  Uherty,^  Yet 
after  the  lapse  of  seventy-five  years,  they  were  compelled. to  witness 
a  scene  of  barbarism,  which  no  patriot  of  the  Revolntion  ever  con- 
templated. 

But  a  few  colored  men  of  that  city,  actuated  by  that  law  of  our 
nature  which  never  fails  to  call  forth  sympathy  for  the  oppressed, 
gathered  around  that  court-house,  entered  its  chamber,  bade  the  minions 
of  slavery  to  stand  aside,  released  Shadrach,  and  placed  him  in  a 
carriage,  which  rapidly  hurried  him  toward  a  land  of  liberty. 

The  news  of  this  escape  reached  Washington  by  telegraph.  The 
friends  of  freedom  were  delighted.  They  viewed  the  whole  thing  as 
a  ludicrous  exhibition  of  the  folly  of  attempting  to  enforce  crime  by 
(Tongressional  enactment.  But  the  effect  on  the  President  and  Cabinet, 
and  the  advocalBS  of  submission  to  southern  dictation,  was  quite  dif- 
ferent. They  exhibited  a  degree  of  vexation,  of  consternation  and  moral 
cowardice,  which  excited  laughter  among  their  opponents.  The  Presi- 
dent called  his  Cabinet  together  for  consultation,  and  the  Executive  of 
thirty  million  people,  with  his  constitutional  advisers,  sat  in  grave  deliben 
ration  upon  the  best  means  of  averting  the  evils  arising  from  the  escape 
of  a  friendless  negro. 

But  Mr.  Webster  had  staked  his  hopes  for  the  Presidency  npon  the 
favor  of  the  slave  power.  He  was  now  the  ruliug  member  of  the  Ad- 
ministration, and  had  no  other  course  left  than  to  carry  out  his  plan, 
by  enforcing  the  enactment  which  he  had  advocated.  The  President 
and  the  other  members  of  his  Cabinet  had  considered  the  act  and 
approved  it,  when  it  first  passed  Congress ;  the  President  had  again 
indorsed  it  in  his  annual  message,  and  they  now  regarded  the  snccen 
of  the  Administration  dependent  upon  the  popularity  of  this  enactment, 
which  was  rapidly  becoming  detested  by  the  people. 

The  result  of  this  deliberation  was  a  proclamation  by  the  President, 
calling  on  the  good  people  of  the  United  States  to  be  active  and  vigi- 
lant in  enforcing  the  laws,  and  a  general  order  from  the  Secretary  of 
War,  addressed  to  the  officers,  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers  of 
the  United  States,  to  be  present  at  their  posts  of  duty,  and  ready  to  aid 
the  civil  authorities  in  enfordng  the  law:  And  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
issued  a  similar  order,  addressed  to  that  arm  of  our  national  defence. 
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Hie  prooUifiation  and  gmeral  onbrs  were  paUiahed  in  the  pepen  cf, 
the  followiog  day. 

Nor  did  this  natiomal  faroe  mid  here.  The  farther  proceedings  in 
relation  to  tbe  ttoape  of  Urn  friendlesB  negro  exhibits  the  feding  and 
pdicy  of  tlie  ASiiBifitration  more  clearlj  than  any  othor  facte  whidi  can 
be  plaoed  vipon  the  page  of  history. 

The  President  and  Mr.  Webster,  and  Mr.  Gorwin,  of  the  Cabinet,  had 
Jiieen  Whigs  during  their  whole  Ufos.  The  President  had  been  elected 
as  a  Whig,  and  Messrs.  Webster  and  Gdrwin  held  seats  in  the 
Clenate  as  Whigs,  when  aspirante  to  cabinet  offices.  They  were  snp- 
poied  to  repres^t  the  whig  party,  which  was  by  them  fally  committed 
to  the  support  of  the  fogitive  act,  and  they  felt  it  was  yery  desirable 
Ihat  the  Whigs,  as  a  body,  shoald  snstain  it. 

Mr.  Clay,  now  f«^  adyanced  in  life,  was  still  a  member  of  the  Sonte^ 
and  moTod  a  resolntion  calling  on  the  President  for  information  whether 
resistance  to  the  laws  was  manifested  in  any  part  of  the  United  Statesi 
8d.  The  means  adopted  to  suppress  such  resistance.  3d.  Whether 
there  be  or  be  not  defecte  in  the  existing  laws  for  the  capture  and  retm 
irffugitiTe  slaves?  ' 

Mr.  Clay  treated  the  subject  as  a  matter  of  grave  importance,  and 
Kessrs.  Davis  and  Foote,  of  Mississippi,  sustained  the  views  of  Mr.  Clay. 

Mr.  Hale  reminded  Senators  that  Uiere  was  but  a  single  step  from  the 
snbliiiie  to  the  ridiculous,,  and  declared  his  conviction  that  the  Senate 
was  about  to  take  that  step.  But  the  resolutions  were  adopted  by  an 
almost  unanimous  vote. 

On  the  31st  February,  the  President  readied  to  the  resolutionB  in  a 
message  of  some  lei^th,  declaring  that  nothing  could  have  been  more 
nnezpected  to  him  than  the  escape  of  the  negro  :  nor  had  he  siqipoaed 
Ijbe  people  of  Boston  would  set  the  laws  of  the  United  States  at  defk- 
nnae.  He  characterized  the  escape  of  Shadraeh  as  ''  flagitious,'^  and 
aamred  the  Senate  that  in  his  opinion,  had  the  people  anticipated  suck 
lesiBtance  of  the  Uvfs,  thousands  would  have  put  forth  thdr  beat 
e«deav<»s  to  prevent  it  In  the  whole  message  there  was  no  iadicsp 
lion  that  the  President  doubted  the  moral  duty  of  Shadraeh  to  sni>> 
fender  his  saaobood,  return  to  bondage,  and  doom  hisofiEspriog  to  chains 
and  sighs,  and  tears  and  bitter  suflSsring  :  He  spoke  of  the  escape  of 
Bbadrach  as  "  d^krahUf^  regretted  that  Massachusetts  had  prohibited 
the  use  of  her  jails  for  the  imprisonment  of  fugitive  slaves,  declaring  the 
negroes  who  assisted  Shadraeh  to  escape  were  guilty  of  "  insurrection^ 
and  transmitted  copies  ot  his  proclamation  and  general  orders,  with  his 
massage,  to  tha  Senate.  * 
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To  cany  oat  this  solemn  bnilesqne,  Mr.  Claj  moTed  th^  reference  of 
the  message  and  documents  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  with  ia* 
stmctions  to  re^port  wUh  aU  convenient  dispatch,  bqcU  farther  legislation  as 
they  might  deem  necesBarj  for  the  faithful  execution  of  the  fugitiy^ 
law* 

Mr.  Hale  declared  his  entire  satasfactlon  with  the  whole  procedore. 
Said  the  President  was  evidently  rendering  his  administration  ridicaloiu: 
That  nothing  x^onld  have  contributed  to  that  purpose  more  than  his  j^o- 
clamation  :  That  the  President's  attempt  to  vindicate  the  fugitive  act 
mast,  in  the  nature  of  things,  prove  abortive. 

These  remarks  called  out  Mr.  Clay,  who,  with  some  feeling,  declared 
that  the  abolitionists  throughout  the  country  were  stimulating  the  ne- 
groes tO'  defend  themselves  when  pursued  by  their  masters.f  He  declared 
they  were  stimulated  to  slay,  murder,  and  kill  their  pursuers,  who  were 
endeaToring  to  persuade  them  back  to  their  duty  and  to  the  service . 
of  their  masters  :  He  declared  they  were  urged  to  this  by  speeches  in 
the  Senate  and  iu  the  House  of  Representatives :  He  asserted  that 
the  proclamation  aimed  to  put  down  all  who  sought  to  put  down  the 
law. 

It  was  a  matter  of  astonishment  to  the  reformers  of  that  day,  that 
Mr.  Clay  and  other  statesmen  ignored  those  familiar  principles  which 
publicists  and  philosophers  had  constantly  asserted  for  the  last  century, 
that  "  enabtments  against  the  natural  rights  of  man  to  life  and  Uberip 
are  void,  do  not  possess  the  elements  of  law,  and  in  uo  proper  use  of  Ian* 
goage  can  be  called  laws  .*"  Yet  that  distinguished  statesnuin  q>oke  of 
the  fugitive  act  as  law,  although  its  entire  object  was  to  deprive  the  flee- 
ing bondsmen  of  liberty,  and  therefore  not  only  void,  but  harharoiis,  d/e^ 
foHc,  and  criminal. 

Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  though  a  most  unmitigated  advocate  of 
daiFery,  took  a  more  rational  view  of  the  subject,  declaring  it  were  in 
Tain  to  attempt  the  execution  of  the  ftigitiye  act  where  the  people  weie 
as  much  opposed  to  it  as  they  were  in  Boston. 

Mr.  Chase,  of  Ohio,  referred  to  the  construction  of  the  Constitution,  / 
given  bjf  those  who  framed  ii,  denying  all  power  in  Congress  to  legislate  | 
upon  the  subject  of  fugitive  slaves,  and  insisting  that  that  power  was  ex-  > 
pressly  reserved  to  the  several  States :  That  in  accordance  with  that  | 
construction  several  of  the  States  passed  laws  to  carry  out  the  compact..-^ 

^  Th«  committee,  finding  the  subject  had  become  a  matter  of  ridicale  among  the  people,  Buffered 
tiM  memge  to  rert  in  silence,  and  made  so  report  on  the  tiibject 

t  Mr.  Clay  evklently  did  not  believe  thai  the  lint  dictate  of  nature's  law  and  of  nature*!  Qod» 
"  M^  df/encey^'  belonged  to  the  negro.  H^  probabliy  aUuded  to  a  case  In  Ohio,  where  the  ftigltiTt 
ricir  hto  maater  and  then  made  bis  cfcapeu 
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That  the  present  dilBcQlties  were  the  legitimate  sequence  of  the  despotic 
law.  • 

Messrs.  Batler  and  Bhett,  of  South  Oarolina,  admitted,  the  construe- 
tion  contended  for  by  Mr.  Ghase  to  hare  been  the  views  of  those  who 
framed  the  Gonstitation. 

Mr.  Douglas,  of  Illinois,  denied  that  there  was  any  law  higher  than 
«the  Constitution  ;  said  there  never  would  he  four  members  of  the  Senate 
who  would  assert  the  existence  of  a  **  higher  law  :"  But  did  not  explain 
the  law  or  the  motive  power  by  whidi  the  planets  performed  their  revo- 
lutions around  the  sun  ;  nof  the  law  of  gravitation,  of  electricity,  of  ve- 
getation, or  the  laws  of  life,  of  the  cuxmlation  of  the  blood,  or  that  by 
which  all  men  in  all  ages  are  inspired  with  a  love  of  life  and  of  liberty  : 
nor  did  he  pretend  that  human  life  and  human  affections  existed  by  vir 
tne  of  the  Federal  Constitution  or  Federal  laws. 

Mr.  Cass,  of  Michigan,  read  from  a  newspaper  a  resolution  adopted 
at  a  meeting  in  Weymouth,  Massachusetts,  dechiring  it  a  duty  which 
slaves  owe  to  themselves,  to  posterity,  and  to  Ood,  to  escape  whenever 
an  opportunity  should  be  presented  ;  and  the  aged  Senator  declared  that 
a  more  atrocious  sentiment  never  disgraced  any  public  meeting. 

The  absence  of  all  regard  for  moral  principle,  of  that  manly  indepen- 
dence which  usually  characterizes  the  statesman  ;  of  that  self-respect 
which  constrains  the  acknowledgment  of  the  right  of  others  to  speak 
and  think  according  to  their  own  Judgment,  distinguished  the  debate  to 
which  we  have  called  attention. 

The  hostility  manifested  towards  those  who  maintained  the  right 
of  all  men  to  life  and  liberty,  was  general  among  both  political  par- 
ties. It  constituted  one  of  the  principal  modes  of  conciliating  southern 
favor. 

While  Congress  was  m  session,  a  woman,  the  mother  of  six  children, 
all  of  whom  were  bom  in  Pennsylvania,  where  she  was  lawfully  maified 
and  had  lived  twenty-two  years,  together  with  her  husband,  were  seised, 
brought  before  Commissioner  Ingraham,  of  Phihuielphia,  and  returned 
to  bondage  in  Maryland. 

Four  colored  persons,  who  had  been  liberated  by  their  former  master 
ia  Western  Virginia,  were  residing  in  Portsmouth,  Ohio,  when  they  wore 
kidnapped,  carried  across  the  river,  sold  South,  and  probably  died  in 
bondage.  • 

From  official  reports  it  was  estimated  that  thu*ty  thousand  fi^itive 
slaves,  resident  iu  the  free  States,  were  now  frightened  from  their  homes 
and  from  the  comforts  of  life,  and  subjected  to  hardships,  privation,  and 
suffering.    Some  fled  to  Canada,  others  left  their  all  and  went  to  distant 
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parts  of  the  free  States,  nnwOUng  to  fbisake  the  goTernment  which  per- 
secuted them. 

Bnt  the  .barbarism  of  darery  knows  no  bounds.  Olaims  were  sent 
firom  slave  States  by  men  who  never  owned  a  slave,  describing  some 
colored  person  who  resided  at  a  particolar  point.  The  slave-catcher 
would  take  with  him  men  who,  for  the  purpose  of  sharing  in  the  spoils, 
would  swear  to  the  identity  of  the  victim,  and  servile  commissioners  were 
ready  to  consign  the  prisoner  to  bondage  on  such  proofs,  receiving 
ten  dollars  fee  under  the  law  if  the  prisoner  were  remanded  as  a  slave, 
while  if  they  found  the  prisoner  to  be  a  Jree  man,  and  discharged  him, 
they  would  obtain  but  half  that  amount. 

From  all  parts  of  the  free  States  memorials  were  sent  to  Oongress, 
characterizing  the  enactment  as  '^  rendUing  to  the  moral  sense  of  the  dml- 
ized  world,"  as  "  barbo/rous,"  "  a  disgrace  to  the  age,''  &c.,  and  calling 
for  its  repeal.  It  had  been  enacted  under  the  plea  that  "  it  was  neces- 
sary to  save  the  Union,". but  it  ezdted  a  feeling  of  hostility  to  the  slave 
power  in  exact  degree  as  it  involved  the  people  of  the  free  States  in  the 
crimes  and  barbarities  of  slavery. 

The  incidents  which  we  are  relatmg  cannot  fttO  to  impress  the  reader 
with  a  consciousness  of  that  infatuation  which  appeared  to  seize  upon 
the  strongest  minds  from  long  and  constant  habits  of  thought.  Mr. 
Clay  had.  been  one  of  the  commissioners  who  subscribed  the  treaty  of 
Ohent,  pledging  the  British  and  American  Governments  to  the  entire 
abolition  of  the  "  traffic  in  slaves  J*  He  had.  during  his  whole  life  sus- 
tained the  institution  in  our  own  country,  and  by  bis  efforts  Missouri 
had  been  admitted  as  a  slave  State  thirty  years  previously  :  Yet  during 
the  present  session  he  denounced  every  man  who  agitated  the  question 
of  slavery :  Bat  now,  as  the  thirty*first  Oongress  was  drawing  to  a 
dose,  he  presented  to  the  Senate  resolutions  directing  the  Committee  on 
Oonunerce  '^  to  inquire  as  to  the  propriety  of  further  legislation  to  pre- 
vent the  prostitution  of  the  American  fli^  to  the  protection  of  thd  Afri- 
can slave  trade."  Thus,  while  denouncing  those  who  exposed  the 
coastwise  slave  trade,  the  inter-State  slave  trade,  the  selling  and  baying 
and  transferring  slaves  fromone  plantation  to  another,  this  distinguished 
statesman  was  himself  anxious  to  put  down  the  same  practices  apon  the 
African  coast.  He  was  apparently  unconscious  that  the  foreign  slave 
trade,  the  coastwise  slave  trade,  the  intei^State  slave  trade,  the  baying 
and  selling  slaves  from  one  plantation  to  another,  the  holding,  panish- 
ing,  torturing  and  murdering  of  slaves  constituted  an  inseparable  net- 
work of  crime  and  guilt  which  could  not  be  morally  severed.  The 
subject  occnpied  the  attention  of  the  Senate  at  times  during  the 
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mmeixOat  of  the  mmxm,  witiumt  ciiy  defiaite  aetion  Topaa  tilie  ranlii- 


JTof  did  the  Blarelioliderg  of  thst  day  sppear  to  regard  thdi:  own  aetloii 
in  behalf  of  slarerj  is  liaUe  to  critioism.  Tiue,  while  every  soutfaera 
member  was  in  the  daily  practice  9f  deaoanctng  their  northem  fneada 
for  agitating  questions  tOQcUng  slarery,  Mr.  AtchisoD,  from  Missoart^ 
presented  the  petition  of  Margaret  Drew,  of  that  State,  praying  coi»* 
pensation  for  a  dave  lost  while  in  the  service  of  a  qnartenaaster  c^  the 
United  States,  at  Leavenworth,  in  the  territory 'west  of  MIssonrL  H« 
declared  himself  opposed  to  Uny  reference  of  the  petition,  saying  bat 
one  question  coald  arise,  and  that  was,  whether  the  qoartermaster  had 
used  due  dUigtwat  to  preomt  tkt  dame  from  escaping.  The  Senator  ap* 
peared  to  have  no  conception  of  the  anlform  practice  of  the  Oovemmeul 
in  discarding  all  coaseqoences  ansiag  from  the  nnanthoriaed  acts  of  its 
agents  ;  nor  did  he  appear  conscious  that  by  going  into  territory  where 
Bo  law  of  slavery  existed,  the  slave  became,  ipso  f ado,  free  ;  ngr  to  hava 
discovered  that  train  of  decisions  by  Congress,  in  which  that  body  had 
ever  denied  that  slaves  were  property.  The  Senate,  however,  mora 
thoi^tfid  than  the  mover,  referred  the  petitioa  to  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  where  it  yet  rests  in  silence. 

^  As  the  thirty-first  Congress  was  about  to  close,  and  members,  on  look- 
ing back,  found  that  every  effort  to  suppress  the  consctentious  convictions 
of  the  people  on  Uie  subject  of  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  in  our  Terrii^ries,  and  upon  the  high  seas,  and  of  the  fugi* 
tive  act,  and  the  act  giving  Texas  tea  million  dollars,  had  proven  not 
only  abortive,  but  had  greatly  intensified  the  feeling  which  previously 
existed,  they  determined  to  make  one  more  effort  to  silence  the  popular 
voice,  which  appeared  to  be  literally  the  voice  of  God  finding  utterance 
through  the  organs  of  humanity.  Entertaining  no  doubt  as  to  tiieir 
power  to  control  fhe  moral  and  political  sentiment  of  the  country, 
they  entered  into  a  solemn  compact  with  toch  other  to  support  no  man 
for  public  office  who  did  not  regard  the  measures  adopted  by  CongreaB 
at  its  previous  session  as  a  final  settlement  of  the  slave  question :  or  who 
should  agitate  the  rq)eal  of  auy  of  the  measares  alluded  to.^ 

*  TUs  compact  wm  tn  the  foUowing  wordi :  **  The  nnderalgiied,  memben  of  the  tUrty-flnt  Coo- 
greas  of  the  United  States,  believing  that  a  renewal  of  eecUonal  controversy  upon  the  subject  of 
•Uvery  would  be  both  daogeroiu  to'  the  TTnioo  and  destnietlre  of  Ita  obJeetSf  and  seeing  no  mode 
by  which  such  oontroveny  can  be  aroided,  except  by  a  strict  adherence  to  the  eettlement  eflbcted 
by  the  compronilj»e  acts  passed  at  the  last  session  of  Congress — Do  qbclarb  their  Intention  to  main- 
tain sold  settlement  inviolate,  and  to  resist  all  attempts  to  repeal  or  alter  the  acts  aforesaid,  anleiB 
by  the  general  consent  qf  iks  friend*  of  Mo««  nua*ur—^  and  to  remedy  such  evils,  if  anj^  at 
time  and  experience  may  develop. 

"Ind  for  the  paipoee  of  making  this  reaolotlon  «irectlye,  tb^  ftirther  dedare,  that  they  wffl  not 


HOSnLnT  TO  BLATSKT  IirnSlf8IFIBD.  849 

These  yarioiis  efforts  to  draw  the  Ime  of  demarkation  between  the  sap- 
porters  of  slayerj  and  the  advocates  of  liberty,  conld  not  fail  greatly  to 
diminish  the  infloence  of  the  former  and  increase  the  numbers  of  the  lat- 
ter. Bat  the  leading  statesmen  of  the  Soatfa  and  their  friends  of  the 
North  felt  that  the  safety  of  the  principal  political  organizations,  and  of 
the  nation,  depended  on  maintaining  and  confirming  eyery  act  of  Con- 
gress in  fayor  of  skvery,  and  holding  it  op  as  a  precedent  to  be  followed 
in  all  snbseqnent  time.  The  oligarchs  now  held  sh&yery  to  be  a  perma- 
nent, enduring  institution,  and  that  all  laws  enacted  for  its  8upik)rt  must 
of  necessity  be  sacredly  preseryed  from  nfodification  and  repeal :  while 
the  Free-soilers  of  that  day  declared  their  policy  to  be  the  repeal  of  all 
Congressional  enactments  in  fayor  of  slavery,  leayiog  the  institution  en- 
tirely with  the  States  in  which  it  existed:  while  no  State  which  preferred 
freedom  should  be  inyolved  in  the  support  of  slavery. 

flopport  for  President,  or  for  yice-Prefident  of  ttie  United  States,  or  for  Senator  or  Bepresentattve 
In  Oougress,  or  member  of  a  State  Iieglalatare,  anj  man  of  whaterer  party  who  Is  not  known  to  be 
opposed  to  the  disturbance  of  the  settlement  aforesaid,  and  to  the  reneval  In  aojr  form  of  agitation 
vpon  t\ie  subject  of  slarery.** 

(Signed)— Henry  Clay,  Hovell  Onbb,  Charles  S.  Morehead,  Henry  S.  Poote,  Wm.  0.  Dawson, 
II106.  J.  Rusk,  A.  H.  Stephens,  Jeremiah  Clemens,  Bobtw  Toombs,  Meredith  P.  Gentry,  Tbos.  G. 
Pratt,  Wm.  M.  Gwlnn,  F.  B.  McLean,  A.  G.  Watkins,  David  Outlaw,  Alexander  Evans,  0.  H.  WU- 
llams,  P.  &  Haywood,  A.  H.  Shepherd,  Darld  Breck,  James  L.  Johnson,  D.  A.  Bookee,  J.  B.  Tbomp- 
soo,  L.  M.  Andrews,  W.  P.  Mangnm,  John  R  Kerr,  Jeremiah  Moreton,  J.  P.  Oaldweil,  IL  J.  Bowie, 
EdmuDd  Deberry,  E.  0.  Cabell,  Humphrey  Marshall,  Alex.  F.  Owen,  fn^m  slave  States. 

Prom  New  York— WUUam  Dner,  Bobert  Ll  Bose,  J.  PhlUipg  Phoenix,  George  B.  Andrews,  James 
Brooka,  A.  M.  Schermeihom. 

Prom  Pennsylvania-James  Oooper.  Prom  MMiiicheirtts  flawttrtlUiot  lk«m  Ohio— John 
0.  Thormaa    From  New  Hampshire— Heniy  Hibbard.  . 
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CHAPTER   XXIIL 

ATTBlCPrS  TO  ENFORCE  THl  COMFROiaSK  MKABUBEfih^DBATH  OF  MB.  CLAY — 
KOSSUTH  Yisrrs  WASHINGTON — APOLITICAL  PABTIKS  FLSDGE  THE1I8ELTS8 
TO   STOP  ALL  AGITATION, 

^^g^j  The  thirtjHsecond  CongFeas  was  composed  of  men  <^ffering  ia 
thought  and  opinions  respecting  slayerj.  The  whig  and  demo- 
cratic parties  appeared  impressed  with  the  conviction  that  final  disrup- 
tion awaited  them  ;  that  they  coald  only  be  held  together  for  a  time  by 
the  most  strenuous  efforts  of  their  members.  Thus,  on  the  day  of  assem- 
bling, when  the  Clerk  had  called  the  members  to  order,  Mr.  Campbell, 
of  Ohio,  proceeded  to  nominate  as  the  whig  candidate  for  Speaker, 
Thaddeus  Stevens,  of  Pennsylvania,  for  whom  the  Free-soilers  would 
have  gladly  voted  at  the  previous  Congress,  and  his  election  would  have 
been  secured  could  the  Whigs  have  been  induced  to  vote  for  him. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee,  nominated  Mr.  Boyd,  of  Kentucky,  decUo^ 
ing  that  he  did  not  make  the  nomination  merely  because  that  gentle- 
man had  been  nominated  by  a  democratic  caucus,  but  because  he  was  a 
Union  man. 

Mr.  Brooks,  of  New  York,  said  the  Whigs  had  that  morning  held  a 
caucus,  and  resolved  to  maintain  the  compromise  measures  as  a  finaUty. 
And  a  long  debate  now  arose  between  the  whig  and  democratic  parties 
as  to  which  was  the  most  zealous  suj^porters  of  the  Union,  which 
was  understood  to  mean  the  most  zealous  supporters  of  slavery ; 
southern  Democrats  endeavoring  to  show  that  northern  Whigs  were 
opposed  to  slavery,  and  southern  Whigs  endeavoring  to  show  that 
northern  Democrats  were  unfaithful  to  that  institution.  This  debate 
was  irregular,  as  the  House  was  unorganized  ;  and  Mr.  Oiddings, 
being  a  Free-soiler,  took  occasion  to  remmd  gentlemen  that  they 
would  have  ample  time  to  show  each  other's  crunes  after  a  Speaker 
should  be  elected  ;  and  said  he  was  greatly  surprised  to  see  gentlemen 
pledged  to  silence  all  agitation,  engage  in  debating  the  slave  question 
before  a  vote  for  Speaker  was  allowed  to  be  taken.  He  hoped  the 
country  would  notice  that  the  House  had  been  precipitated  into  this 
debate  by  Whigs  and  Democrats,  and  not  by  the  friends  of  liberty. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  Speaker,  aaid  Mr.  Boyd,  of 
Kentucky,  was  elected  on  the  first  ballot. 
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On  the  following  morning,  Mr.  Foote,  of  Mis8ifisq>pi,  jSresented  to  the 
Senate  a  resolution  declaring  that  the  fbgitiye  slaye  act,  the  act  establish- 
ing territorial  goyemments  in  Utah  and  New  Mexico,  and  the  act  admit- 
ting California  to  the  Union,  were  in  the  judgment  of  the  Senate,  to  be 
r^arded  as  a  definitiye  aclJQStment  of  the  distracting  questions  growing 
oat  of,  and  touching  domestic  slayery. 

When  the  resolution  came  up  for  debate,  Mr.  Foote  made  a  long 
speech  to  show  that  the  seyeral  acts  referred  to  ought  to  be  regarded 
as  a  final  settlement  of  the  slaye  question,  and  that  all  discussion  of  the 
subject  should  be  suppressed.  This  discussion  of  the  propriety  of  dis- 
cussion attracted  much  attention.  Those  who  witnessed  it  were  amused* 
at  its  ludicrous  character.  Southern  statesmen  for  years  had  introduced 
subjects  relating. to  slayery,  but  when  northern  members  resisted  such 
measures  they  were  at  once  charged  with  ''  agUoHng  the  slave  question^ 

Mr.  Foote  declared  that  the  people  of  his  State,  in  solemn  conyention^ 
had  approyed  those  acts  of  Congress,  and  pledged  the  State  to  stapd 
by  them  ;  and  he  then  read  a  resolution  adopted  by  said  conyention 
declaring  that  the  asserted  "  right  of  a  State  to  secede  from  the  Federal 
Union  was  utterly  unsamdioned  by  the  ComHtiUionP  He  then  read  fur- 
ther resolutions  declaring, 

1st.  That  any  interference  by  Congress  with  slayery  in  the  States,  or 

2d.  With  the  slaye  trade  between  the  States,  or 

3d.  With  slayery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  or  in  other  places; 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  Congress,  or  j 

4th.  The  refusal  by  Congress  to  admit  new  slaye  States  to  the  UnioUi  or ' 

5th.  The  repeal  of  the  fugitiye  slaye  act,  or 

6th.  The  prohibition  of  slayery  in  the  Territories,  would  furnish  suffi-- 
cient  cause  for  resistance  on  the  part  of  the' slaye  States."*^    Mr.  Foote* 
also  appealed  yery  solemnly  to  the  democratic  party  to  stand  by  Missis- 
sippi and  the  slaye  States  in  maintaining  the  compromise  measures  of 
the  previous  Congress.    Messrs.  Butler  and  Rhett,  of  South  Carolina^ 
and  Mr.  Mason,  of  Yirginia,  joined  in  debating  the  propriety  of  debate. 

These  Senators  had  long  before  that  time  assured  the  public,  that  all 
agitation  would  cease  soon,  as  the  measures  alluded  to  should  pass  Con* 
gress  ;  and  now  those  golitical  prophets  were  active  and  loud  in  their 
arguments  endeayoring  to  conyince  the  world  that  they  had  correctly 
foretold  the  precise  effects  of  their  own  measures.  This  unenyiable 
position  of  the  slaye  power  and  its  democratic  friends  could  not  £eu1  to 


•  ThbmoTemeniiB  MlwlMlppI  wm  liit<iid>*  m  tht  flwt  it^p  «>  tht  |>>rt  of  Uiat  SUto  IgyiHi 
»irMlon,  which  wm,  ton  yean  rabtaqnintlj,  evxied  Into  effiDCt. 
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I»OToke  facetious  remarks.    Mr.  Hale,  of  New  Hampsfaire,  hdd  ap 
the  mirror  before  them,  exhibitini^  their  inconsisteDcj. 

This  expose  called  oot  reply,  and  the  resolutions  continned  to  be  din- 
'  eassed  at  intervals  for  more  than  two  months,  whp  members  appeared  to 
realize  the  singular  position  which  they  occupied,  in  debating  measures 
that  had  been  disposed  of  during  the  previous  year,  and  the  resolutions 
were  suddenly  laid  aside  and  no  more  called  up. 
^g^.  Amidst  all  the  difficulties  which  now  suiTOunded  the  slave 
power,  a  policy  was  adopted  by  the  friends  of  the  institution  for 
obtaining  Cuba,  in  order  that  it  might  be  divided  into  slave  States,  and 
*being  annexed  to  our  Government,  would  givt  the  slave  interest  a  con- 
trolling influence. 

The  projectors  of  this  unauthorized  expedition  against  Cuba  have  not 
been  exposed.  That  it  was  being  fitted  out  was  known  to  the  British, 
French,  and  Spanish  governments,  long  before  it  sailed  from  the 
United  States.  The  Spanish  Government  was  well  aware  of  it  and 
gave  notice  to  ours  of  the  intended  raid  upon  Cuba.  The  Presi- 
dent issued  his  proclamation,  calling  upon  all  well-disposed  citizens  to 
enforce  the  laws  against  all  such  unlawful  expeditions  ;  but  no  general 
orders  from  the  Secretary  of  War  or  of  the  Navy  were  sent  as  was  done 
in  the  case  of  the  fugitive  Shadrach. 

But  no  law  of  the  United  States  against  the  interests  of  slavery  could 
be  enforced  at  that  day  within  the  slave  States.  The  expedition  was 
conmianded  by  a  Spaniard  named  Lopez,  and  the  whole  number  of 
troops  embarked  did  not  exceed  four  or  five  hundred.  They  landed 
near  Cardenas,  and  after  some  little  time  were  all  captured,  and  Lopez 
and  some  fifty  others  were  tried,  condemned,  and  executed.  The  others 
were  sent  to  Spain,  and  eventually,  on  application  of  our  Government, 
were  given  up  and  brought  to  the  United  States  at  the  public  expense. 
The  appropriation  of  money  for  this  purpose  by  Congress,  gave  rise 
to  discussion  which  may  be  said  to  have  been  unpleasant  to  southern 
members. 

Mr.  Clay  had  now  become  well  stricken  m  years,  and  those  who 
conversed  with  him  at  the  commencement  of  the  session  were  impressed 
that  his  earthly  labors  were  drawmg  to  a  close.  He  had  long  served 
his  country  in  official  life,  and  had  mingled  in  all  the  debates  of  the 
Senate  on  the  subject  of  slavery  while  a  member  of  that  body.  He 
had  also  been  active  in  that  respect  while  a  member  of  the  House  of 
Representatives.  He  was  a  man  of  dignified  deportment,  bland  and 
genial  in  his  manner,  amiable  in  his  temper.  Possessing  great  expe- 
rience,  he  of  course  wielded  great  influence  in  the  Government.    That 
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inflaeDee  had  been  far  greater  in  the  North  than  that  of  Kr..GaIhoim, 
and  wafi  probably  more  efficient  in  favor  of  Blarery  than  that  wielded 
by  any  other  man  ;  bnt  his  eventfol  life  drew  to  a  close.  He  died  at 
the  National  Hotel,  in  the  city  of  Waehiogton,.on  the  27th  day  of 
January,  1852.* 

Bat  while  Galhonn  and  Clay  were  departing  to  their  reward,  Chase 
and  Seward  entered  npon  senatorial  duties,  and  uniting  with  Hale 
and  Somner,  boldly  proclaimed  that  fireedom  and  the  free  States  were 
entitled  to  a  hearing  before  the  Senate  and  before  the  world. 

That  law  of  the  human  intellect  which  prompts  us  to  lore  liberty, 
constrains  us  to  approye  and  admire  its*  defenders.  Louis  Kossuth, 
the  distioguished  Hungarian,  after  maintainiog  to  the  utmost  of  his' 
power,  the  rights  of  his  people  against  Austrian  despotism,  fled  and 
took  refuge  under  the  Turkish  Goyemment;  and  was  inyited  by  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  to  yisit  our  American  land. 

On  the  first  day  of  the  present  session,  Mr.  Foote,  of  Mississippi, 
offered  in  the  Senate,  a  j(Hnt  resolution  to  appoint  a  committee  of 
the  two  Houses  to  make  arrangements  for  a  suitable  reception  of 
the  exiled  Goyemor.  Other  slayeholding  Senators  appeared  emulous 
of  doing  honor  to  this  noble  defender  of  human  liberty,  apparently 
imconsdous  that  in  honoring  him  they  were  stimulating  American 
adyocates  of  liberty  to  foQow  his  example,  in  the  support  of  those 
rights  which  pertain  to  the  human  race  in  all  countries  and  in'  all 
times.  But  when  Mr.  Sumner,  of  Massachqsetts,  paid  a  glowing 
tribute  to  the  patriotism,  philanthrophy,  and  justice  of  the  noble  stranger, 
dayeholders  b^an  to  fetlter.  They  had,  howeyer,  gone  too  far  to  re- 
cede, and  the  resolution  passed  the  Senate,  and  was  sent  to  the  House 
of  Representatiyes. 

It  was  obyious  to  reflecting  men,  that  to  encourage  liberty  in  Hungary 
was  in  effect  to  approye  its  adyocates  in  the  United  States.  All  felt 
that  Austrian  despotism  was  mild  when  compared  with  that  of  our 
southern  States.  Tet  the  measure  had  become  popular,  and  although  a 
few  members  of  the  House  of  Representatiyes  opposed  the  adoption  of 

*  After  Mr.  Clay  was  confined  to  his  room  Uio  author  rlalted  hfan.  He  was  sitting  In  an  ea^- 
chahr,  able  to  conrerse  in  a  low  tone  of  Tolce ;  bnt  was  erldenttj  passing  away  under  the  slow 
progress  of  consompUon.  He  alladed  at  once  to  the  former  Mendih^  that  had  existed  between 
them,  the  kindness  and  fidelity  with  which  the  author  had  snpported  him  when  a  candidate  for  the 
Presidency,  and  to  the  coldness  which  had  grown  np  in  consequence  of  slarery.  Said  he  had  no 
doubt  that  his  own  feelings  had  been  too  strong.  The  writer  responded  in  the  same  language,  and 
assured  him  that  he  could  retain  no  feelings  other  than  of  kindness  under  the  drcunuitances 
In  which  they  then  found  themselves.  Mr.  Clay  said  he  had  no  unkind  feelings  towards  any  one. 
After  ftan  explanations  and  mutual  awurances  of  kindness,  the  eonrersatlon  toned  apon  the 
future,  oo  which  his  thoughts  speared  to  dwell 
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the  MSolatioQ,  it  passed  that  boAf .  Konnrtii  tras  pAlicly  MONTtd 
with  imposlBg  eereaKmy,  addkig  infliMBoe  and  gtraogih  to  the  adfo- 
eates  of  freedom :  WUla  the  sapportws  of  ilavery  aoou  viewed  the 
whole  prooeeding  with  sadnesB,  ^appareatl j  ieariqg  that  the  lisiDg  quit 
of  liberty  would  at  no  distant  day  wipe  oat  the  stain  of  oppresBkn 
from  oar  Amerieaa  land.* 

^^g^.  The  doctrine  of  seoeasion  had  been  but  little  discoised  at  the 
time  of  whieh  we  am  writing.  Mr.  Oalhoon  had  aTowed  it  in  the 
Senate.  Messrs.  Piokeas,  Rhett,  and  8<Mne  othMs,  had  spoken  &Yorablgr 
of  it  in  the  House  of  RqwesentatiTes  ;  but  those  men  had  disappeaied 
from  the  halls  of  legialationy  and  no  man  was  foond  in  either  House  poa- 
seadng  snffioftent  moral  conrage  to  pnblidy  avow  it :  Yet  it  was  ^asr 
4;usBed  in  southern  papers,  and  Mr.  Gorman,  a  Demoawt,  of  IndJana, 
look  occasion  to  denoonoe  the  doctrine  as  mtmslrcut  mi  friauiflk  and 
destrwivce  in  practict.  Although  some  members  were  siq^posed  to  enter- 
teiu  secession  views ;  yet  no  one  appeared  williag  to  reply  to  these 
denmidations. 

l%ere  were  few  subjects  of  genend  intenst  invdring  slavery  diseossed 
at  the  first  session  of  tfabe  thirty-second  GoogreaB ;  but  the  Legisktofe  of 
Iowa  being  democratic,  and  desiroas  of  ezpreKing  the  allegianoe  of  \m 
pe<^e  to  slavery,  adopted  resolutions  laudatory  of  the  fugitive  set 
Senator  Jones,  on  presenting  them  to  the  Senate,  referred  to  Uie  act  as 
we,  jutt,  amd  tn  aU  rispeds  proper.  This  provoked  renewed  discassiflii 
of  the  subject. 

Senator  Miller,  of  New  Jersey,  also  presented  simikr  resoiuttona  from 
^e  Legislature  of  his  State,  and  spoke  in.  favor  of  the  wisdom  which 
proo^ted  the  enactment  of  thie  etatnte  ;  and  it  is  somewhat  remarkaUe 
that  every  subject  involving  the  character  of  slavery  which  cane  befoio 
CSongrew  duijng  this  session  wae  introdooed  by  the  fidends  of  that  mati- 
totion. 

Mr.  Jackson,  of  fieoigia,  pieaented  to  the  Hoase  of  Bq>ieB8Dta> 
tives  resolutions  dedariag  the  oompromiSB  zneasares  of  the  thirty-fint 

•  During  tUa  debata  Hon.  Jamet  Brooks,  of  New  York,  mUL  he  would  Toie  for  ttie  resolntlaD, 
atthoQgiiltWMlll  adTfaed.  He  ofaai«ed  the  anthor  wttli  encoongSoff  its  paMage  beoaoea  it  wai 
pop^ior;  aiid«hepiihUenee|rtiMief  Koewilh  wmild  give  an  fanpeloi  to  Uie  antf-eUTeiy  eaaea. 

Sbe  author  r^Ued  that  he  had  narer  oonetUuted  the  namber  from  Mew  York  the  expooMit  <rf  bta 
vlewi;  thatli  was  tnie  he  greatly  respeeted  tbat  pobtto  Bentiment  whloh  would  at  no  distant  daj 
eenaign  the  gentleman  tnm  htm  Tesk  and  a)l  sspporters  of  lUTeiy  to  the  "  oAameMfcoMe  ^ 

The  proRheoy  appeared  to  have  proren  true.  For  some  ten  years  Mr.  Brooks  adberad  to  the 
whig  pavtr  whUe  it  eslsted,  then  joined  the  **  Know-Nothhigs,"  but  remained  In  prlrate  Bfe  nntU 
..aie  Tofawtairdlihandment  of  the  Rppabiieaa  ofganisaHiw  Af  Star  Toik,  in  IML  Hr.  Broeks 
thenietadng  wUh  the  Democrats,  wts  elected  to  Cosgree^ 
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Oongress,  mdoding  tbe  fbgitife  aUv«  act,  to  be  jtut,  eofuHMidtud,  and 
M^at&ry  upon  all  the  States  and  upoa  tke  dtuens  of  each  State. 

It  again  became  eyid^t  that  the  frieiuiB  of  thoee  measmeB  were  91  at 
eaae  as  to  the  inflnenoe  thej  were  es^^rtuig  upon  the  aovthem  oooseieiioe ; 
they  w^^  thevefore  aoziQas  to  re^wgne  their  propriety,  hoping  to  reason 
the  northern  mind  into  tibe  pi^kot  of  aonng  innocent  men  and  women 
while  fleeing  from  oppression^  and  sending  them  back  to  bondage. 

Both  whig  and  democratic  parties  appeared  anzions  to  avow  their 
alle^ance  to  the  fogiti^e  act  and  the  Texsfl  bill ;  bat  Ite  friends  of 
freedom,  assnred  from  history,  from  experience,  and  obsennation,  that 
the  course  pnrsaed  by  those  parties  wondd  lead  to  their  own  deetraction, 
were  content  to  sit  in  silence  with  folded  arms,  and  witness  this  process 
of  political  Boieide. 

Tbe  feeling  now  so  prevalent  atfong  tbe  iN*04laTery  parties  was  .^^^ 
regarded  as  favorable  to  the  representation  of  tbe  important  daim 
of  J.  0.  Watson,  for  the  loss  of  slaves  whom  he  had  povchased  of  cer- 
tain chiefisi  of  the  Creek  tribe  of  Indians,  in  18ST.  As  stated  in  a 
fcNwer  chapter,  in  1886  General  Jeasop  employed  two  battalions  of 
Creek  Indians  to  aid  our  \xoofg%  in  the  Florida  war,  agreehig  to  ^ve 
them  ten  thonsand  dollars  and  aU  tks  plunder  tbey  might  captare.  In 
d«ng  this,  General  Jessnp  acted  without  law  and  witiiont  airthority,  as 
all  soktiers  were  enlisted  nnder  weU-deAned  regulations,  feoelTing  ctrtain 
ioages. 

In  the  course  of  the  campa%n  they  captured  about  one  hundred 
ooloied  persons,  mostiy  women  and  children.  The  Indians  had  no  pro^ 
▼iidons  for  feeding  them,  and  by  order  of  the  commanding  officer, 
(Oeneial  Jessup),  they  w«re  turned  over  to  tiie  United  States,  and 
eight  thousand  doUats  paid  the  Indians  for  thent  This,  too,  was  un- 
anthorived  ;  but  the  negroes  were  sent  west  and  Watson  called  on  Con- 
gress to  pay  him  for  the  loss  d  those  free  perscms  to  urtiom  he  had  no 
l^gal  claim  whatever,  even  under  siavebolding  laws. 

T^  absmfdity  of  paying  this  davedealer  for  the  loss  of  human  chat- 
tdls,  in  which  the  people  of  the  United  States  could  haye  no  pecuniary 
interest,  was  quite  obvious ;  but  such  was  the  obsequiousness  of  northern 
members  that  the  bill  giving  Watson  more  than  twenty  thousand  dollars 
passed  both  Houses  of  Congress,  and  the  money  was  duly  paid.  Ev^ 
member  from  the  slave  States  Toted  in  favor  of  the  biD,  and  were  assisted 
by  Messrs.  Appleton  and  Porter,  of  Maine ;  Scodder,  of  Massaebu^ 
setts ;  Hibbard,  of  New  Hampshire ;  Ingersoll,  of  Oonnectieut ;  Brooks, 
Dean»  Martin,  Schermerfaoni,  Sutherland,  and  Walsh,  of  New  York  ; 
Pricey  of  New  Jersey ;  Chandler,  Florenoe,  Euhns»  HoNair,  BobMns, 
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pod  Rofls,  of  Pennsylyaiiift  ;  Taylor,  of  Ohio  ;  Penmman  and  Staart,  of 
Iffkhigan ;  Parker,  of  Indiana ;  Clark  and  Heno,  of  Iowa,  and  McCorcle, 
of  Galifivnia.  The  bill  was  diflcaaaed,  amd  questions  of  slayery  were 
follj  debated ;  but  soathem  members,  abandoning  the  doctrine  that 
dayes  were  propertf,  niged  payment  of  the  daam  upon  the  principle 
thai  the  acti<m  of  the  commanding  officer  in  time  of  war  was  binding 
npon  the  Ooremment,  eren  vdien  professing  to  sell  free  men  into  slavery. 
The  TOte  stood,  T5  for  the  bill,  58  against  it ;  and,  after  fifteen  years  of 
dfort,  Watson  obtained  indemnity  for  his  loss  of  hnman  chattels  from 
the  pockets  ci  the  people. 

The  policy  of  the  whig  and  democratic  parties  was  well  illnstrated  in 
ihdr  national  conTentions  for  nominating  candidates  for  President  and 
Yice-President.  The  democratic  organization  assembled  at  Baltimore 
in  the  month  of  May,  and  nominated*  Mr.  Pierce,  of  New  Hampshire, 
as  their  candidate,  but  asserted  no  primal  tnith,  no  moral  prindple,  no 
political  doctrine,  as  the  basis  of  their  organization  ;  on  the  contrary, 
they  stodioiisly  ayoided  snch  avowal,  bnt  pledged  themselves  to  resist  all 
attempts  in  Congress  to  renew  the  agitation  of  the  slavery  question 
onder  whatever  shape  or  color  the  attempt  might  be  made. 

The  Whigs  held  their  convention  in  the  same  dty  in  the  week  following, 
and  nommated  Oeneral  Scott  as  their  candidate.  They  also  adopted 
a  series  of  resolntions  avoiding  the  assertion  of  any  moral  principle  of 
essential  doctrine ;  bat  declaring  that  they  wonld  deprecate  all  agiti»- 
1«m  of  the  slave  question,  and  pledging  themselves  to  disconntenance  all 
efforts  to  continne  or  renew  such  agitation  iohenever,  however,  and  wher- 
Awrmade. 

These  two  great  parties,  now  standing  before  the  country  as  oppo- 
nents, long  contending  with  each  other,  and  eadi  demanding  support  of 
the  people,  presented  to  the  world  a  political  phenomenon  morally  inex- 
plicable. They  folly  agreed  with  each  other  on  the  subject  of  slavery, 
nor  did  they  disagree  on  any  other  subject.  ..Each  of  these  parties  had 
in  past  time  risen  to  power,  not  because  of  any  principle  which  it  advocated, 
but  on  aoconnt  of  the  incompetence  and  corruption  of  the  opposing  organ- 
ization, and  by  aid  of  the  malcontents  among  the  party  in  power.  And 
now  they  united  in  discarding  from  thdr  ranks  all  who  advocated  the 
nndying  truths  and  immutable  principles  of  human  freedom.  Each  party 
sought  to  obtain  the  vote  of  the  slave  States.  To  do  that,  they  were 
compelled  to  discard  the  very  doctrines  on  which  the  Republic  was 
founded.  They  pledged  allegiance  to  a  despotism  a  thousand  times  more 
barbarous  than  that  for  the  overthrow  of  which  their  fathers  contended, 
bled,  and  died.    Men  who  were  able  to  cast  aside  the  prejndice  of 
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party  clearly  understood,  that  the  spirit  of  our  GoTemment  and  instita 
tioDS  had  already  departed :  That  we  merely  retained  the  form  of  a 
republic  ;  and  their  hope  rested  on  the  confident  belief  that  the  people 
conld  be  awakened  to  the  support  of  the  doctrines  on  which  it  had 
originally  been  fonnded. 

ihe  Free-soilers,  who  had  assomed  that  cognomen  at  Boffido  in  1848, 
now  assembled  at  Pittsbm^.  It  was  an  imposing  conyocation  of  men  of 
moral  and  political  character.  Hon.  Charles  F.  Adams,  and  Senator 
Wilson,  and  many  other  good  men  and  tme  from  the  old  Bay  State, 
together  with  others  of  like  character  from  each  of  the  free  States, 
assembled  under  a  deep  and  solemn  sense  of  the  responsibility  which 
rested  on  them,  knowing  the  determined  hostility  of  both  the  old  parties 
which  they  were  to  encounter.  They  put  forth  probably  the  most  per- 
fect platform  of  political  faith  which  had  then  been  enunciated  since  the 
Declaratiofl  of  Independence.  They  pledged  themselyes  fully  to  the 
support  of  liberty  whererer  the  constitutional  jurisdiction  of  the  Federal 
OoTcmment  was  ezclnsiye,  leaving  the  slave  States  to  support  or.abolish 
slavery  at  the  pleasure  of  their  people.  They  nominated  Hon.  John  P. 
Hale  as  their  candidate  for  President,  and  Hon.  George  W.  Julian  for 
Vice-President,  and  entered  upon  the  contest  with  a  high  moral  prestige, 
lutendmg  to  succeed  eventually  by  the  force  of  truth  and  justice,  they 
entertained  no  expectation  of  electing  their  candidates  in  that  particular 
contest.  They  assumed  the  name  of  Free  Democrats,  and  entered  upon 
the  work  before  them  with  a  spirit  and  energy  worthy  of  conmiendation. 
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BBBVLT  09  tOB  HKMIDlinUL  SLttmOV-^-miATH  Of  XB.  WlJUffU — OLAlir  Or 
WILLUX   HASABD  WIQO. 

j^ggg.]  BmiKo  the  Tacatkm  of  the  thirtj-seeoad  Oongrem  the  Prad- 
doDtial  efectioii  was  deiermiiied  m  moet  reflecting  men  hed 
foreseen.  The  coarse  pursued  bj  the  whig  pwtj  oa  the  electte  of 
Spealter  at  the  coDUBenoement  of  the  tliirty-fi^t  Ooogress  had  impreased 
leading  politicians  with  the  oonyiction  that  it  had  sarreDdered  its  own 
existence  at  the  dictation  of  the  slaye  power.  Tbcj  had  sneceeded  hi 
electing  their  President  in  1848,  without  the  eQnn»ation  of  nay  essential 
principle ;,  but  soon  as  they  came  into  power  and  the  offices  had  been 
distribated,  there  was  no  longer  any  rallying  point  or  principle 
to  which  the  President,  or  any  taember  of  the  Cabinet,  or  party, 
was  in  honor  bound ;  and  the  people  soon  discoTcred  that  they 
had  gained  nothing  by  the  change  of  administrations.  The  subeequent 
refusal  to  take  a  candidate  for  Speaker  who  was  in  faTor  of  the  coBsti- 
tutional  right  of  petition  seemed  to  have  forbidden  all  hope  of  their 
further  suocess ;  but  relying  upon  the  military  fame  of  their  candidate, 
they  entered  upon  the  contest  with  some  show  of  force.  When  the 
TOtes  were  counted,  however,  the  whig  candidate  was  found  in  such  a 
meagre  minority  that  the  party  roluntarily  disbanded  and  henceforth 
ceased  to  exist. 

The  death  of  Mr.  Webster  in  the  autumn  of  1852,  while  holding  the 
office  of  Secretary  of  State,  constituted  an  incident  interesting  and  im- 
portant. He  had  disappointed  the  adyocates  of  liberty  by  his  speech  m 
the  Senate,  and  by  his  subsequent  exertions  to  placate  the  slave  power 
and  win  their  influence  to  his  support.  Findmg  the  people  of  the 
free  States  hostile  to  the  fugitive  act,  on  which  he  had  been  willing 
to  stake  his  prospects,  he  then  threw  himself  entirely  upon  the  slave 
power  for  support.  His  anxiety  under  these  circumstances  became 
oppressive,  and  was  noticed  by  those  who  were  familiar  with  him. 

But  at  the  nommating  convention  no  vote  was  cast  for  him.    The 

slave  power  had  obtained  from  him  all  the  assistance  which  its  advocates 

t  expected.    His  election  would  not  increase  the  safety  or  prosperity  of 

ttie  institution.    And  members  of  Congress  who  met  him  on  the  morning 

after  the  nomination,  were  struck  with  the  sadness  which  marked  every 
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stknidatedkimtoactioiL  Theblbwwaa&taL  That  mighty  inteUect  which 
had  eanuoanded  the  admiratioii  of  Earopeaas  as  well  as  Americans,  was 
efidentiy  filing  a  eaorifice  to  diBaf|»oiBted  aaabitiDn.  He  lived  scarcely 
ox  months  from  the  time  of  his  disappointmaiit,  and  evidently  died  of  a 
•broken  heart.  He  may  be  said  litetally  to  have  &lkii  with  the  party 
whidi  he  had  so  long  sqq>orted. 

At  the  jteassembling  of  Congress  those  members  who  had  belonged 
to  the  whig  party  were  m  an  anomaloos  position.  They  had  de- 
Boaneed  both  Democrats  and  Eree^oikrs^  and  now  felt  that  pride  of 
opiBiaa  which  woald  not  permit  them  to  act  with  either. 

The  Free  Demoeracy,  however,  satkfted  with  theb  prospects,  ^^^ 
were  willing  to  permit  others  to  introdace  subjects  of  debate. 
A  bUl  was  bronght  before  the  House  of  Representatives,  for  appro- 
priatiog  money  to  bring  from  Spain  the  anfortanate  members  of  the 
Caban  expedition  under  Ijopez,  mentioned  in  the  previous  chapter.  As 
that  expedition  had  been  fitted  ont  for  the  purpose  of  extending  and 
strengthening  the  slave  power,  it  excited  debate,  during  which  leading ' 
aouthem  members  declared  their  intention  to  obtain  Cuba  for  that 
purpose. 

During  this  session  the  author  served  as  a  member  of  the  Gonmiit- 
tee  on  Territories,  who  reported  a  bill  to  organize  a  government  in 
Nelnraska.  When  this  bill  came  op  for  debate  in  Oommittee  of  the 
whole  House,  Hon.  John  W.  Howe,  of  Pennsylvania^  publicly  oalled  on 
the  author  to  inquire  why  there  was  no  prohibition  of  slavery  in  it? 
Mr.  Giddlngs  replied  that,  by  the  e^bth  section  of  the  act  admitting 
Missouri,  slavery  and  involuntary  servitude  had  been  distinctly  prohibited 
in  all  the  territory  ceded  by  Eraoce  to  the  United  States,  in  what  was 
called  the  *^  Louisiana  purchase,"  north  of  36  deg.  30  min.  north  ktitude : 
That  being  excluded,  no  additional  l^islation  was  necessary  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  he,  Mr.  Oiddings,  had  voted  for  the  bill  as  it  then  stood. 
Mr.  Howe  declared  himself  satisfied.  This  incident  showed  that  the  lovers 
of  liberty  were  willing  that  the  sd>ject  of  slavery  in  that  territory 
,  should  rest,  without  farther  disturbance.  The  bill  passed  the  House 
without  debate,  and  was  transmitted  to  the  Senate.  That  body  were 
unwilling  to  permit  Kansas  to  be  organized  as  a  free  territory,  and 
retained  the  bill  without  any  action  upon  it. 

*  Late  on  the  last  night  of  the  session  a  motion  was  made  to  suspend 
the  rules  of  the  House,  in  order  to  take  up  and  consider  a  bill  from  the 
Senate  for  the  relief  of  "  William  Hazzard  Wigg,"  who  was  said  to 
have  lost  about  a  hundred  slaves  during  the  revolutionary  war.    He  was 
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a  resideiit  of  Sooth  Osrofina;  and  the  slaves  were  said  to  hare  been 
carried  away  by  the  British.  The  reader  will  reooUect  the  efforts  pot 
forth  by  President  WaBhingion,  to  obtain  compensation  for  the  thoosands 
of  siayes  carried  away  daring  that  war/and  the  final  sorrendo*  of  all 
these  claims,  as  related  in  a  former  chi^ter. 

Thousands  of  northern  dtisens  had  been  mined  dnring  that  war,  their 
property  taken  by  the  enemy,  their  dwellings  homed,  their  famiheB 
left  destitute,  but  Congress  had  oyer  refused  compensatiiNi.  But  here 
was  a  case  where  men  and  women  were  assisted  to  gain  thdr  liberty, 
and  the  grasp  of  the  oppressor  had  been  loosened  by  British  power,  and 
the  people  of  the  free  States  were  to  contribote  their  substance  to  com^ 
pensate  the  descendants  of  Wigg  for  the  loss  of  slaves  who  had  reguned 
their  liberty  more  than  seyenty  years  preyiously.  The  bill  bad  passed 
the  Senate  without  objection,  although,  on  a  motion  to  amend,  Messrs. 
Brodhead,  of  Pennqrlyama  ;  Clark  and  James,  of  Rhode  Isknd ;  ]>odge, 
of  Wisconsin  ;  Miller,  of  New  Jersey  ;  Weller,  ai  CaUfomia,  and  Wade, 
of  Ohio,  voted  for  perfecting  the  bill ;  but,  as  no  one  opposed  it,  these 
Senators,  with  all  others  present,  must  have  af^roved  its  passage. 

When  it  reached  the  House  of  Representatives,  the  author,  under* 
standing  its  character,  foresaw  that  an  effort  would  .be  made  to  take 
it  up  on  the  last  night  of  the  session,  and  in  the  hurry  of  busmess 
to  pass  it.  To  prevent  this  he  went  among  northern  members,  stating 
the  character  of  the  bill  and  foretelling  the  effort  to  pass  it  on  the  last 
night  of  the  session,  when  it  could  not  be  debated  or  its  character  made 
known  to  the  House. 

As  predicted,  at  11  o'clock  of  the  last  night  of  the  session,  Mr.  Cot 
cock,  a  Democrat  of  South  Carolina,  moved  to  take  up  this  bill 

Mr.  Skelton,  of  New  Jersey,  a  Democrat :  "  I  object.  The  bill 
ought  not  to  be  passed  ;  it  in^duoes" —  (Cries  of  "  Order,  order  1" 
from  slaveholding  members.)  ^ 

Mr.  Duncan,  Whig,  of  Massachusetts  :  "  I  object,  and  wish  to  state 
the  reasons  for  my  objection.''    (Cries  of  "  Order  1  order  1 ") 

Mr.  Colcock  :  "  I  move  to  suspend  the  rules,  in  order  to  take  up 
this  biU." 

Mr.  Walsh,  Democrat,  of  New  York  :  "  I  hope  that  bill  will  be 
taken  up  and  passed." 

Mr.  Allison,  of  Pennsylvania,  Whig,  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
suspending  the  rules  and  laying  aside  all  other  business,  to  take  up  and 
pass  this  bill.  They  were  ordered,  and  all  the  slaveholders  voted  in  the 
affirmative,  together  with  Messrs.  Appleton  and  Porter,  of  Maine ;  Fay 
and  Gooderich,  of  Massachusetts ;  Briggs,  Brooks,  Conger,  Dean,  Hart, 
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Hawes,  Russel,  Schermerhorn,  Sutherland  and  Walsh,  of  New  York  ; 
Bibighaos,  Chandler,  Cortiss,  Dimmock,  Florence,  Fnller,  Gamble, 
Jones,  Knhns,  Knrtz,  Moore,  M^Lanahan,  Morrison,  Parker,  Bobbms 
and  Boss,  of  Pennsjlvania ;  Marshall  and  McCockle,  of  California ; 
Ingersoll,  of  Connecticat ;  Stratton  and  Wildrich,  of  New  Jersey ; 
Cwrter,  Disney,  Edgerton,  Olds,  Gaylord,  Greene  and  Taylor,  of  Ohio  ; 
Dunham,  Fitch,  Gorman,  Lockhart  and  Mace,  of  Indiana ;  Campbell 
and  Richardson,  of  Illinbis ;  Clark  and  Henn,  of  Iowa.  These  men 
firom  the  free  States  assisted  in  suspending  the  rules  of  the  House  and 
all  other  business,  in  order  to  pass  this  bill,  which,  in  every  possible 
aspect,  was  most  insulting  to  our  northern  laborers,  from  whom  the 
money  was  prindpally  drawn  ;  but  no  debate  was  allowed,  nor  were  the 
opponents  of  the  bill  able  to  obtain  one-fifth^  of  the  members  of  the 
Honse  to  vote  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  its  passage.  The  ej&ontery  of 
soathem  men,  m  demanding  compensation  for  the  loss  of  these  slaves, 
was  more  than  equalled  by  the  base  servility  of  those  northern  members 
who  sustained  this  fraud  upon  the  public  treasury.  But  these  surrenders 
of  northern  honor  and  northern  interest  were  all  justified  and  vindicated 
by  the  usual  argument  that  "  it  was  necessary  to  save  the  Union  /'  while, 
in  &ct,  they  really  made  southern  men  believe  then:  favor,  their  smiles 
and  approbation  necessary  to  preserve  the  Government ;  and  to  regard 
northern  members  as  incapable  of  the  exercise  of  the  higher  virtues  of 
patriotism  and  justice. 
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CHAPTER  XSLT. 

CHUUCTKR  OF  PRESIDEKr  PIERC]} — fHK  "iMISTAD"  CLADC — ^REPEAL  OF  TBt 

mssouia  gomprokise — toe  ikattouration  of  civil  war — attempt  oftht 

SXEGFTIVE    to    HXOITE    A    WAR    WTfH    BPAIlf— BLOODSfiBD    IN    BOSPOIT — 
RESI9TIK0  THE   FUGITIVE  ACT — ^HDIOLIATION   OF  SENATOR  CASS — ^FTOKLnT 

OF    HIS    STATE COMFENSATIOff     FOR    LOSS     OF    SLAVES    ON    BOARD    THE 

**  CREOLE,"  THE   "  ENTERPRISE''  AND  "  HKRMORA,"  PAID  BY  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

^^ggg ,  The  thirty-tbird  Congress  convened  nnder  pecoBar  circamstances. 
The  democratic  party  were  in  power.  They  held  the  Execolive 
offices  and  a  majority  of  both  Houses  of  Congress,  and  controlled  th» 
Legislatores  of  nearly  all  of  the  thirty-one  States  which  then  oonstitated 
the  XJnioiL  For  many  years  the  monbers  of  both  whig  and  democratio 
parties  had  charged  the  advocates  of  fiberty  with  agitating  the  "  slave 
qnestion."  The  repetition  of  this  ass^tion  had  become  chronic  with 
those  parties.  Whenever  the  slave  power  introdnced  any  subject  of 
legislation  involving  the  interest  of  the  institntion,  and  the  adherents 
oi  freedom  resisted  it,  the  charge  of  "agitation"  w^  iterated  and 
reiterated :  and  it  was  never  repeated  and  asserted  with  greater  em» 
phasis,  than  when  they  opposed  the  annexation  of  Texas,  the  Mexican 
war,  the  establishment  of  slavery  in  California,  the  giving  Texas  ten 
millions  of  dollars,  and  the  passage  of  the  fugitive  act. 

Free-soilers  having  felt  that  these  outrages  upon  the  rights  and  inter- 
ests of  the  free  States  were  arousing  the  indignation  of  all  thinking  men, 
had  daring  the  last  Congress  refused  generally  to  enter  into  debate 
touching  the  institution. 

This  quietude  was  unsatisfactory  to  the  slave  power.  Ambitious  men 
were  unable  to  attract  public  attention  on  other  subjects ;  but  all 
could  manifest  allegiance  to  slavery,  which  was  usually  regarded  as 
the  only  mode  for  obtaining  popularity.  Nor  were  any  members  more 
anxious  for  debating  the  slave  question  than  those  who  at  the  close  of 
the  thirty-first  Congress  had  signed  a  written  pledge,  binding  them^ 
selves  not  to  support  any  man  for  President  or  Vice-President  who  did 
not  regard  the  compromise  measures  as  a  final  settlement  of  the  slave 
question. 

*    Mr.  Pierce,   the    Democratic  President,  in   his   first  annual  mes- 
sage, recommended  that  Congress  should  appropriate  money  to  compen* 
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aate  the  owners  of  the  dares  who  on  board  the  Spanish  schooner 
**  Amistad  "  had  by,  their  own  prowess  won  their  right  to  liberty. 

The  case  was  My  stated  in  a  former  chi^P^*  Haying  been  first 
recommended  by  President  Polk,  and  reported  npon  by  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Affairs,  the  writer  had  met  it»  and  exposed  it  in  a  short 
speech,  when  the  motion  to  print  the  report  was  abandoned  even  by  tho 
moyer.  The  claim  was  again  brought  to  the  attention'  of  the  Hoase  by 
an  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation 
bill,  and  that  amendment  was  promptly  defeated  in  the  House.  Bat 
the  case  was  important,  as  it  inyolyed  the  right  of  sktves  to  obtain  their 
liberty  by  slaying  their  oppressors.  It  involved  the  life-giving  doctrines 
of  the  Oovemment.  But  the  life  of  liberty,  is  the  death  of  slavery  : 
and  the  position  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  the  repeated  decisions  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  if  sustained,  must  prove  \he  destruction  of 
the  **  peculiar  institution."  The  fifst  step  towards  a  reversal  of  those 
decisions,  was  neoessarily  taken  by  the  highest  authority  of  the  Qovern* 
ment :  and  Mr.  Pierce,  from  education,  from  habits  of  thought,  from 
political  affinity,  was  the  proper  man  to  take  it.  Few  statesmen 
of  that  period  were  more  devoted  to  the  party  which  elevated  them. 
In  no  way  distinguished  for  tibe  powers  of  his  intellect,  he  was  kind 
and  gentlemanly  in  his  deportment,  and  pleasing  in  l\is  address. 
Unconscious  of  the  philosophy  of  governments,  he  studied  thoroughly 
the  policy  of  his  party,,  and  was  unfaltering  in  his  devotion  to  the 
interest  of  slavery.  Under  these  circumstances,  he  really  believed 
that  Congress  held  the  same  legitimate  power  to  legislate  in  favor  of 
slavery  that  it  possessed  to  act  in  favor  of  freedom.  He  was  sincere 
in  the  opinion  that  colored  men  were  in  duty  bound  to  become  slaves, 
to  remain  slaves  at  the  will  of  the  white  race,  and  that  it  was 
a  moral  crime  for  a  black  man  to  obtain  his  liberty  by  the  display 
of  that  virtue  called  heroism :  and  he  strongly  urged  Congress  to  grant 
from  the  public  treasury  full  indemnity  to  the  Spanish  slavedealers  for 
loosing  their  piratical  grasp  upon  their  fellow-men. 

This  recommendation  of  the  President  came  under  debate  in  _j^ 
the  House  of  Representatives  on  the  usual  motion  to  refer  the 
message  to  the  appropriate  committees.  The  writer,  then  the  only 
member  of  the  House  whose  public  life  had  been  contemporaneous  with 
this  claim,  now  for  the  third  time  met  it  with  more  than  usual  confidence, 
repeating  the  positions  which  on  the  two  former  occasions  he  bad 
endeavored  to  maintain,  and  representing  the  President's  position  on 
the  subject  in  no  enviable  light.  But  to  his  main  points  he  invoked  the 
attention  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  Mr. 
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Bajlj,  of  Yirginia,  regarded  as  one  of  the  ablest  of  the  southern  defla- 
tion :  and  so  pointed  was  the  writer  on  this  branch  of  his  remarks,  that 
Mr.  Bayly  at  once  said  that  he  wonld  -reply  at  the  first  opportunity, 
and  wonld  show  the  jostice  of  this  clahn.  After  the  lapse  of  some  two  • 
weeks,  the  writer  pnblicly  called  attention  of  the  Honse  to  the  promise 
of  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  and  complained  that  he  had  failed  to 
vindicate  the  President's  yiews.  The  chairman  excused  himself,  saying 
he  had  not  yet  prepared  such  a  Tindication  as  he  desired,  but  would  do 
so  at  no  distant  day.  After  another  month's  delay,  Mr.  Giddings  again 
complained  to  the  House  that  the  chairman  of  the  committee  had  suf- 
fered the  President's  views  to  be  assailed  on  the  important  measure  of 
paying  for  the  "  Amistad  "  slaves,  without  vindicating  them.  To  this  Mr. 
Bayly  listened,  but  made  no  response,  nor  did  the  committee  to  whom 
this  part  of  the  message  was  referred  ever  respond  to  the  propo- 
sition, and  the  claim  again  appeared  to  be  set  at  rest.  But  demo- 
cratic members  and  democratic  presses  denounced  Mr.  Oiddings  for 
"  agitating  the  question  of  slavery "  on  debating  the  President's  meB-  * 
sage,  and  declared  that  the  Union  could  not  continue  if  such  agitation 
were  permitted. 

But  a  question  of  far  more  pervading  interest  awaited  debate. 
As  stated  m  the  last  chapter,  a  bill  organizing  a  territorial  govern- 
ment in  Nebraska  had  been  reported  to  the  House  of  Rcpresex^ 
tatives,  and  haVing  passed  that  body  was  sent  to  the  Senate.  It  was 
silent  as  to  slavery,  and  had  therefore  occasioned  no  debate, 
^go^.  But  as  the  vast  territory  west  and  north  of  Missouri  was  now 
ready  for  the  establishment  of  territorial  governments,  prepara- 
tory to  admission  as  States,  and  as  this  whole  country  had  been  declared 
forever  free  by  the  Missouri  Compromise  of  1820,  southern  men  viewed 
the  addition  of  more  free  States  from  that  part  of  our  country  as  fixmg 
the  boundaries  of  slavery,  which  must  inevitably  result  in  the  total 
extirpation  of  the  institution.  They  had  endeavored  to  avoid  this  result 
by  the  annexation  of  Texas,  and  obtaining  Galifomia  :  But  the' sceptre 
of  power  had  already  departed  from  the  slave  States.  Galifomia  was 
/Vee,  and  it  was  clearly  seen  that  the  addition  of  f^  States  from  the 
northwest  would  reduce  the  slave  power  to  a  subordinate  position 
in  the  Government,  which  it  had  controlled  for  more  than  half  a 
century. 

Early  in  the  session,  Senator  Dodge,  of  Iowa,  introduced  a  bill  in  the 
Senate  on  leave,  organizing  a  territorial  government  in  Nebraska.  But 
it  is  believed  that  neither  that  Senator  nor  his  confreres  were  conscious 
of  that  vast  tumultuous  sea  of  agitation  on  which  they  were  about  to 


lao&ch  the  democratio  bark.  The  bin  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Territories,  of  which  Mr.  Douglas,  of  lUinois,  was  chaurman.  He 
was  a  man  of  some  experience,  having  served  in  the  Hoose  of  Represen- 
tatives several  jeors,  where  he  failed  to  exhibit  any  extraordinary  powers 
of  intellect.  He  was  however  a  ready  debater.  His  language  was  ap- 
propriate, bat  his  argmnents  were  more  difinse  than  logical,  more  pkn- 
sible  than  profonnd.  His  great  error  was  that  which  was  common  to 
the  age  in  which  he  lived.  He  constantly  lent  inflaence  to  whatever  he 
aapposed  would  subserve  the  interest  of  himself  or  party,  rather  than  to 
maintain  enduring  truth  and  unerring  justice.  It  is  believed  that  in  his 
whde  public  life  he  never  admitted  the  existence  of  a  higher  law  than 
human  enactments^  or  of  a  power  superior  to  human  governments,  or  of 
interests  more  important  than  those  of  the  democratic  party. 

Mr.  Atchison,  of  Missouri,  was  actmg  as  Vice-President  of  the  United 
States,  and  feeling  a  deep  interest  on  this  question,  proposed  to  Mr.  Doug- 
las to  report  a  bill  authorizing  the  people  of  Nebraska  to  form  a  terri- 
'  torial  government  without  excluding  slavery,  or  he,  Atchison,  would 
resign  his  position  as  Vice-President,  and  take  that  of  chairman  of  the 
Conmiittee  on  Territories  in  which  Mr.  Douglas  had  served  several 
years.  Mr.  Douglas,  aft^  reflection,  preferred  to  report  the  bill  himself. 
These  facts  were  afterwards  publicly  stated  by  those  gentlemen  in  the 
Senate,  and  Mr.  Douglas  accordingly  reported  the  bill,  accompanied  by 
an  elaborate  report,  endeavoring  to  show  that  the  people  of  a  ter- 
ritory have  the  moral  right  to  establish  slavery  or  fireedom  as  they 
may  deem  most  for  their  own  interest ;  but  he  had  not  in  language 
provided  for  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  Compromise  of  1820.  The 
Senate  ordered  five  thousand  copies  of  the  report  to  be  printed  for  distri- 
bution. 

Mr.  Dixon,  of  Tennessee,  gave  notice  that  when  the  bill  should  ^su, 
Gome  up  for  consideration  he  would  offer.an  amendment  expressly 
repealing  the  8th  section  of  the  act  admitting  Missouri,  which  prohibits 
slavery  in  all  the  Louisiana  purchase  north  of  36  deg.  30  min.  north  latitude. 
Mr.  Douglas  moved  a  recommitment  of  the  bill,  which  was  agreed  to ;  and 
he  subsequently  reported  a  bill  organiang  two  territorial  govermncnts, 
one  for  Kansas  and  the  other  for  Nebraska,  declaring  the  Missouri 
Compromise  inoperative,  and  maintaining  the  right  of  the  people  to  estab- 
lish slavery. 

It  became  obvious  that  a  serious  attempt  to  repeal  the  time-honored 
compromise  was  now  to  be  made  under  the  prestige  of  the  democratic 
pai  ty :  and  those  opposed  to  the  extension  of  slavery  felt  the 
necessity  of  an  earnest  and  persistent  effort  to  prevent  such  an  outrage 
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upon  the  people  of  ih»  firee  States  and  the  rfgbta  ct  hammbf.  Hiej 
prepared  an  addreas  to  tke  people  of  the  United  6t»teB.  It  vas 
fligned  by  Senators  Ohaae,  of  Ohio  ;  Snamor,  of  MaaBAohnsetta ;  Hale, 
of  New  Hampshire  ;  Messts.  Gerrit  Smith,  of  l^tm  York  ;  De  Witt, 
of  Massachusetts  ;  Giddings  and  Bdward  Wade,  of  the  House.  Ti» 
subscribers  said  in  the  addveH,  "We  anaign  this  bill  as  a  gross 
Tiolation  of  a  sacred  pledge  ;  as  a  criminal  betrayal  of  sacred  rights  ; 
as  a  part  and  parcel  of  an  atrockms  plot  to  exdade  fipom  a  vast  aaoocQ- 
pied  region  emigrants  from  tiie  old  world  and  firse  laborers  from  oor 
own  States,  and  convert  it  into  a  dreary  r^ion  inhabited  by  masters  and 
slaves."  This  was  the  tone  and  spirit  of  the  addsess.  It  invoked  the 
attention  of  the  Legiihitnies  of  the  free  States  and  called  <m  the  pm^le 
to  meet  in  primary  assemblies  and  speak  their  opinions  and  wishes  in  re- 
gard to  it  It  invited  ministers  and  all  dasses  of  people  to  examine  the 
subject  and  express  their  q>inions  reqaecting  it.  It  was  published  m 
most  of  the  whig  p^MVB  and  in  all  thooe  whidi  sastaii^  the  free 
democracy  of  that  day.  The  names  of  Senators  Seward,  of  New 
York,  and  B.  F.  Wade,  of  Ohio,  were  also  on  the  paper ;  bat  those 
gentlemen  preferred  not  to  appear  before  the  public  in  that  way, 
and  erased  their  names  before  publication.  Sevwal  members  of  the 
Honse  iriio  had  signed  the  paper,  foik>wed  the  example  of  the  two 
Senat<»B,  and  erased  their  names  before  the  address  appeared  in 
puiblic* 

The  address  was  written  with  the  intention  of  calling  oat  an  ezpresp 
sion  of  the  popular  mind  en  the  safa|eot.  Mr.  Donglas  appeared  to  feel 
the  blow  ;  sAd  when  the  bill  came  before  the  Senate  a  few  days  sabae- 
qoently,  he  made  a  personal  attack  upon  the  signers,  styling  them  an 
"  abolition  conclave  acting  in  the  dark  and  governed  by  feelings  of  pe^ 
sonal  nnkindnesB.''  His  remarks  were  s(»aewhat  offensive  in  their  char- 
acter. Mr.  Chsse,  however,  was  pieeent  and  replied  to  Mr.  Douglas 
with  BQch  force  as  to  give  him  clearly  to  onderstand  that  in  carrying  his 
bill  throogh  the  Senate  he  would  find  argument  necessary  instead  of  epi- 

*  There  was  mvoh  nld  tt  tlie  time  In  regard  to  ttie  anthorahip  of  thii  addreas.  Hw  facta  are  ai 
tBXkmn :  Mr.  Sdward  Wade,  oftba  Booaa^  vaa  rittliif  In  the  antharli  loem  one  eTenIng,  oonTerring 
npoB  the  mbjeot  of  Mr.  Don^laa*  report  It  waa  z«macfced  that  Ita  nmlt  woold  be  defeat  to  the 
democratic  party.  Mr.  Ohaie,  of  the  Senate,  came  In  imd  Joined  in  the  eonv«natton.  It  waa  agreed 
hjtbeiememtaenthat  an  addrca  to  the  people  o«^  to  be  pablihed.  Mr.  Glddhig^  regwdhig 
Mr.  Ohaae  as  an  acoompHahed  sebolar,  proposed  that  he  should  pen  fb»  addreei.  Mr.  Chase  aof- 
gested  that  If  Mr.  CHddlngs  wonid  p«t  bis  thovghls  on  paper,  he,  Mr.  Chase,  would  revise  and  cor- 
teetthem.  Mr.  Of  ddfaags  wrote  out  the  address,  and  placed  H  In  the  hands  of  Mr.  Ohaae,  who  oor- 
feeted  and  revrsle  It  It  waa  then  sohmiMed  to  Mr.  SasHfa,  who  also  made  some  Terbal  corree- 
tiana  and  sobmhted  It  to  Mr.  Somner,  who  alao  examined  and  eorrected  It,  and  the  paper  went  to 
pram  precisely  as  Mr.  BoUMr  left  U  and  may  now  be  fennd  at  kBgtti  In  «•  Oongresslonal  GUhe,** 
ToL  aJL,  pagM  an-A 
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tiietB  and  deelamatson.  Mr.  DooglM  raptted,  and  ipatead  (tf  maintaining 
the  doctrines  or  policy  of  Mb  bill,ratarated  his  penonal^  attacks  upon 
the  sigDcra  of  the  address.  Mr.  Skunmer  rejoined  in  language  of  elo- 
quent severity  tonching  the  objects  and  purposes  of  the  bill,  whidi  he 
declared  coold  not  be  described  m  language,  aaying  it  was  ''  a  sonlless, 
eyeless  monster,  horrid,  nnsbapely  and  vast." 

Bat  the  great  issue  of  slavery  or  freedom  in  our  VterltorieB  ^^^ 
vras  now  made  np  and  entered  open  tiie  veeord.  The  leading 
members  of  the  democratic  party  had  expected  it  would  prostrate  the 
oppcments  of  slavery :  while  tha  friends  of  Oonstitatlonal  freedom  ap- 
peared equally  confident  that  it  would  resalt  m  the  overthrow  of  the 
democratic  party,  and  wonM  eventnaHy  place  the  friends  of  liberty  in 
possession  of  tli«  Government.  The  great  prise  to  be  lost  or  won  was 
notfamg  more  nor  less  than  the  primal  rights  of  hnman  natore.  Throogb- 
ont  tibte  country  and  in  Oongress  men  prepared  for  the  oonflict.  In  the 
Senate  the  debate  became  general  and  of  i^sorbing  interest,  and 
instead  of  consolidating  politicai  parties,  it  soon  became  evident  that  it 
was  sefvering  political  friends.  Sonthem  Whlgp  now  united  with  south- 
ern Democrats  in  favor  of  the  bill,  and  northern  Democrats  united  with 
Free-soilers  in  resisting  thiaextension  oi  slavesy  into  territory  which  had 
thirty  years  previously  been  consecrated  to  freedom.  The  debate  in  the 
Senate  called  out  the  able  men  of  that  body.  Public  meetings  in  the 
country  were  held  and  the  people  passed  resolutions  disapproving  of  the 
attempts  to  repeal  the  Mi^ionri  restricilen.  The  Legislatures  of  seve* 
ral  States  adopted  resolutions  denouncing  such  repeal.  People  sent 
petitions  to  both  Houses  of  Congress  remonstrsiting  agahist  this  pei^ 
fidious  violation  of  pledged  fiuth.  Three  thousand  and  fifty  minis- 
ters of  various  rel^ous  denominatioiis  m  Few  England  sent  to  Con- 
gress their  solemn  protest  against  the  perpetration  <tf  this  national  <nime 
of  extending  slavery  into  tenitory  onoe  made  ibee  by  the  voice  of  the 
nation.  They  protested  against  it  as  a'great  m<nral  wrong,  Justiy  inoux^ 
ring  the  righteous  judgment  of  the  Afanighty.^ 

The  presentation  of  this  memorial  may  be  said  to  constitute  an  era  ia 

^  We,  the  QodersigDMl  oltrgjmea  of  dlfferokt  dmowlnationi  Id  New  BngltBd,  hereby,  la  the  nua$ 
•f  iXMIOHTT  GOD  and  In  HIS  preeeooe,  Ao  ealemnly  proteet  Againit  the  pUMfe  of  vfaatie  gene- 
taOy  known  m  the  Hebtaeke  bil1»or  maj  lepeftl  er  nedtfloatiMkot  the  eadrtncpgehiMtk—  of  elftTiiy 
In  that  part  of  oar  nftiVoaal  donaJn  whlok  a  !•  pri9048d  lo  evg»iibe  Into  the  Wnttec^ 


"  We  proleBt  agalnet  tt  aa  a  flw*<g<  miWewltiiri— ^,— #  fti^igea  40t»«b  e«lneBiiy^|nit<a  ait 
BMnal  prfndplee  of  the  oomoiiuilty  an4  m^ymtiim  of  all  eonfldenoe  tn  national  engagimenle :  a 
mM0aet  fuU  ^  dUM04r  U  tk«  PM66  ^md  ^9m  to  tk^^BrifUii«4^owr  Mo90d  2M0f»ian4ez- 
podngnatoaMrichteeaajadgmealt^the  4 
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the  great  moral  and  political  reTolation  which  was  daily  becoming  mon 
and  more  obvioos.  The  protest  ^f  these  clergymen  served  to  call 
public  attention  to  the  one  point  so  destructive  of  slavery,  to  wit,  iis 
crimes.  Those  ministen  evidently  hated  shivery  for  its  depravity ; 
and  held  to  the  fundamental  truth,  that  the  natural  law,  which 
they  with  perfect  propriety  usually  call  the  wiU  of  God,  had  vouch- 
safed to  every  human  soul  the  right  to  live,  to  gain  intelligence,  and  pre- 
pare for  heaven  ;  and  this  memorial  was  hailed  by  the  lovers  of  justice 
as  the  harbinger  of  a  corrected  public  sentiment. 
I85i.i  -^^  memorial  was  presented  by  Senator  Everett,  of  Massachu- 
setts, and  having  been  read,  Mr.  Douglas  appeared  to  feel  keenly 
the  advantage  which  this  moral  view  of  the  question  gave  his  opponent& 
He  assailed  the  memorialists,  declaring  they  had  followed  the  suggestions 
of  the  address  of  the  members  of  Congress ;  denounced  them  as  poli- 
tical preachers  ;  charged  them  with  ignorance ;  said  the  memorial  was 
offensive  and  libellous,  and  asserted  that  the  signers  ought  to  be  rebuked 
and  required  to  confine  theiDselves  to  their  jHroper  vocation. 

Mr.  Houston,  of  Texas,  defended  the  memorialists,  declaring  the  right 
of  the  clergy  to  speak  their  opinions  frankly  and  fearlessly  of  public 
men  and  piiblic  measures,  and  expressed  his  own  appsobation  of  the 
memorial. 

Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  assailed  the  memorialists,  denying  their  right 
to  approach  Congress  as  professional  men,  or  to  pronounce  judgment  upon 
any  proceeding  of  that  body,  and  closed  my  moving  that  the  memorial 
be  not  received. 

Mr.  Butler,  of  South  Carolina^  and  Mr.  Adams,  of  Mississii^  sus- 
tained the  motion  of  Mr.  Mason. 

Mr.  Everett  replied  to  these  assaults  npou  the  clergy.  He  was  a 
learned  man,  and  an  accomplished  speaker ;  had  served  in  early  life  in 
the  House  of  Representatives,  and  more  recently  as  minister  at  London, 
He  defended  the  ihemorialist^  in  kind 'and  gentle  language,  which 
contrasted  very  distinctly  with  the  violence  of  Mr.  Mason  and  Mr. 
Douglas. 

Mr.  Petit,  of  Indiana,  next  addressed  the  Senate.  He  was  a  man  of 
more  mental  strength  tiian  mental  culture.  Long  residence  upon  the 
frontier  of  civilization  had  rendered  him  somewhat  regardless  of  that 
refinement  of  thought  and  of  language  which  is  always  desirable  in  public 
men.  Nor  did  the  free  expression  of  his  thoughts,  in  the  language  most 
natural  to  him,  appear  to  be  restricted  by  respect  for  those  around  him, 
or  for  the  body  of  which  he  was  a  member. 

Mr.  Seward,  of  New  York,  closed  the  debate  by  a  lucid  statement  of 
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ftets  and  afgnmentfl,  idiich  apparently  left  no  one  in  doabt  as  to  the 
propriety  of  the  memorial,  and  which  he  respectfhilj  moved  to  lay  upon 
the  table,  and  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

This  debate  illaslrated  the  great  advantage  which  the  advocates 
of  liberty  and  Justice  always  wield  over  the  sapporters  of  slavery,  by 
v^hrring  to  the  moral  view  of  that  institation. 

The  bill  was  brought  to  final  action  in  the  Senate  on  the  3d  March, 
and  was  passed  by  a  vote  of  37  to  14,  Messrs.  Bell,  of  Tennessee,  and 
Houston,  of  Texas,  voting  against  it.  All  the  other  Senators  from  slave 
States  voted  for  it,  assisted  by-Messr^.  Brodhead,  of  Pennsylvania; 
Oass  and  Stuart,  of  Michigan  ;  Dodge  and  Jones,  of  Iowa  ;  Douglas,  of 
Illinois ;  Norris,  of  New  Hampshire  ;  Petit,  of  Indiana  ;  Thompson, 
of  Kew  Jersey  ;  Toucy,  of  Oonnecticnt ;  Weller  and  G  win,  of  California. 

Before  the  bill  was  .taken  up  in  t^e  House,  a  meeting  of  the  ^^^^^ 
democratic  members  was  held  in  the  Capitol.  Some  denounced 
the  policy,  and  others  declared  their  intention  to  leave  the  organization 
rather  than  participate  in  the  proposed  outrage.  Somex  left  the  party, 
and  never  more  acted  with  it ;  but  the  slaveholders  were  inexorable, 
and  most  of  the  members  were  constrained  to  assist  in  the  passage  of 
ttiebiU. 

When  the  bill  was  taken  from  the  Speaker's  table,  Mr.  Cutting,  a 
young  member,  a  Democrat  fipom  the  city  of  New  York,  moved  its  refer- 
ence to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House.  The  motion  prevaOed, 
and  it  was  expected  at  the  time  that  it  would  defeat  the  bill.  Mr. 
Cutting  had  been  known  to  the  public  as  an  able  lawyer,  and  a  man  of 
a  high  order  of  talents :  But  loud  and  deep  were  the  curses  heaped 
apon  him  by  the  slaveholders,  who  viewed  his  action  as  exciting  an 
Insurrection  against  southern  influence. 

•  A  few  days  after,  Mr.  Breckinridge,  of  Kentucky,  spoke  upon  this 
subject,  although  the  bill  was  not  before  the  House  for  coqsideration 
He,  too,  was  a  young  a/nd  talented  member.  He  had  been  reared 
in  a  slaveholding  community,  and  brought  with  hun  the  "kaiUeur'' 
of  southern  life.  He  spoke  of  Cutting's  motion  to  refer  the  bill  with 
some  severity :  declared  that  he  had  represented  himself  as  a  friend 
of  the  measure  while  he  had  done  all  in  his.  power  to  kill  the  bill : 
that  his  course  had  been  like  throwing  his  arm  around  the  neck, 
saying,  ''  How  is  it  with  thee,  my  brother  ?"  while  with  the  other  hand 
he  inflicted  the  fatal  stab. 

Four  days  afterwards  Mr.  Cutting  replied  to  this  assault  upon  his 
motives  by  Mr.  Breckinridge.  Apparently  unwilling  to  submit  to  the 
aupercilious  bearing  of  his  southern  confrere,  he  d:clared  that  the 
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Democrats  of  New  York  had  contributed  fifteen  hundred  dollars  to  be 
expended  in  efforts  to  procure  the  election  of  Prefckinridge  to  Congress. 
Breckinridge  explained,  admitting  the  contribution,  but  inostiog  that  it 
vas  the  duty  of  every  member  to  sustain  the  Senate's  bill.  Gutting 
rejoined,  saying  his  opponent  had  skulked  behind  the  Senate  bilL 
Breckinridge  asked  him  to  withdraw  the  remark.  Cutting  refused^  and 
Breckinridge  pronounced  it  false.  Cutting  responded,  that  this  was 
not  the  place  to  reply  to  such  language."** 

This  conflict  between  two  able  member?,  each  representing  a  section 
of  the  democratic  party,  was  regarded  as  somewhat  ominous  of  the 
effect  which  this  measure  was  to  exert  upon  that  organization. 

More  than  five  hundred  clergymen,  mostly  from  Illinois,  transmitted 
to  the  Senate  a  respectful  remonstrance  against  the  repeal  of  the 
Missouri  Compromise.  A  meeting  of  clergymen,  held  in  the  city 
of  Chicibgo,  where  Mr.  Douglas  resided,  adopted  resolutions  dis- 
approving his  remarks  upon  the  memorial  sent  to  the  Senate  by 
more. than  three  thousand  clergymen  of  New  Ei^land.  These  evi- 
dences of  dissatisfaction  at  the  great  moral  outrage  about  to  be 
perpetrated,  gave  evident  uneasiness  to  the  advocates  of  the  mesp 
sure.  Mr.  Douglas  replied  to  the  memorial  of  the  western  clergy 
with  more  severity  than  Christian  forbearance ;  and  showed  very 
distinctly  that  he  regarded  politteal  duties  in  no  way  allied  to  moral 
obligation. 

j3{^.  Nor  were  the  clergy  so  distinct  and  lucid  in  their  views  as  the 
occasion  seemed  to  demand.  They  spoke  of  slavery  as  a  sm,  a 
^rong  in  general  terms,  without  referring  to  that  consciousness  of  the 
right  to  life  amd  liberty  which  the  Creator  breathes  into  every  human 
soul,  and  which  is  the  outworkings  of  His  will  and  the  evidence  of  his 
law.  But  the  influence  of  the  clergy,  which  had  been  inactive  generally, 
and  in  some  instances  exerted  for  the  benefit  of  slavery,  was  now 
exerted  for  freedom  and  Justice.  Sermons  were  preached  demon* 
strating  the  crimmai  character  of  slavery.  Many  of  these  were  printed 
and  widely  distributed,  and  much  information  was  disseminated  among 
the  people  on  the  subject. 

But  party  discipline  was  used  to  counteract  their  efforts.  The  democratic 
organization  hKd  been  in  power  at  least  four-fifths  of  the  time  since  the 
election  of  Jefferson  in  1800,  and  its  members  believed  it  always  would 

*  Bumor  repretented  a  chAllenge  m  bdng  lent  to  Breekliuidge  the  next  dny,  and  a  duel  was  lald 
to  haye  been  arranged ;  the  matter,  howeyer,  was  In  lome  way  settled,  bat  the  teniie  of  eetttement 
were  not  publiihed.  At  the  close  of  that  Oongreae,  Bfr.  Cutting  retired  to  priyate  life,  but  Breckin- 
ridge remained  ontU  the  rebenion,"when  be  Joined  the  rebels,  and  became  a  general  In  th«  Oonfe- 
karate  Mrylce. 
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control  the  Goyenmient,  and  they  were  unwOllng  to  offend  its  leaders. 
Adhering  democratic  members  of  the  Honse,  by  fre({aent  cousnltations, 
were  finally  prepared  to  act  unitedly  in  favor  of  the  Senate  bill :  'and  on 
the  9th  May  they  proceeded  by  vote  to  lay  aside  CTery  bill  holding 
position  on  the  calendar  prior  to  that  organizing  goTemments  m  Kansas 
and  Nebraska,  and  When  that  was  reached,  Mr.  Richardson,  of  Illinois, 
offered  the  Senate  bill  as  a  sabstitate  for  that  reported  by  the  committee 
of  the  House,  and  the  whole  sabject  came  legitimately  before  that  body 
for  final  action. 

The  proposition  excited  intense  interest,  and  elicited  the  best  talent 
of  the  HoQse.  Indeed,  nearly  eyery  member  gave  utterance  to  his 
own  yiews.  The  leaders  of  the  democratic  party  found  that  the  sabject 
had  got  beyond  their  control  They  could  not  limit  the  debate, 
which  appeared  interminable,  and  recourse  was  had  to  legislative 
chicanery. 

Mr.  Stephens,  of  Geoi^,  formerly  a  Whig  bat  now  acting  with  the 
democratic  party,  moved  to  strike  oat  the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill  ? 
The  opponents  of  the  measure,  supposing  that  this  motion  if  carried 
would  defeat  the  bill,  voted  for  it.  The  motion  prevailed  and  the  bOl 
was  reported  to  the  House  as  thus  amended  ;  the  previous  question  was 
demanded,  and  the  House  was  thus  brought  to  a  direct  vote  on  its 
passage. 

Ail  members  from  the  slave  States  voted  for  the  bill,  as  did  also 
Messrs.  McDonald,  of  Maine  ;  Inger89ll,  of  Connecticut ;  Henn,  of 
Iowa  ;  Hibbard,  of  New  Hampshire  ;  Lilley  and  Yail,  of  New  Jersey  ; 
Clark  and  Stuart,  of  Michigan  ;  Latham  and  McDougal,  of  California  ; 
Disney,  Greene,  Olds,  Shannon,  and  Taylor,  of  Ohio  ;  Davis,  Dunham, 
English,  Hendricks,  Lane,  and  Miller,  of  Indiana ;  Brooks,  Gutting, 
Rose,  Walbridge,  Walker,  Walsh,  and  Westbrook,  of  New  York  ; 
Bridges, .  Dawson,  Eddy,  Florence,  Jones,  Kurtz,  McNair,  Parker, 
Robbins,  Wright,  and  Witte,  of  Pennsylvania. 

Thus  forty  members  from  the  free  States  voted  to  repeal  the  Missouri 
restriction  in  order  to  extend  slavery  into  Kansas^and  Nebraska.  Of 
them  it  is  believed  tiiat  only  two,  Mr.  Brooks,  of  New  York,  and  Tay- 
lor,' of  Ohio,  claimed  affinity  with  the  whig  party.  The  others  had 
acted  with  the  democratic  organisation.  But  it  should  be  remarked 
that  southern  Whigs  and  Democrats  uniformly  acted  together  on  all 
subjects  Involving  the  institution  of  slavery. 

The  bill  was  returned  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence  in  the  amendments. 

On  debating  these  amendments,  the  agitating  question  of  slavery  in 
all  its  bearings  was  again  discussed  ;  bat  in  time  the  amendments  were 
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agreed  to  and  the  bill  was  approTed  by  the  President,  and  became  a 
law. 

1^^,  This  was  literally  a  democratic  measare,  declared  by  its 
advocates  to  be  "necessary  to  silence  agitation  ahd  savb  thk 
XTkion  f  while  its  opponents  with  unhesitating  confidence  maintained 
that  it  wonld  increase  agitation  and  constitnte  an  important  step  to- 
wards the  dissolntion  of  the  Union.  Events  have  proven  that  it  was  an 
important  incident  In  "  the  re^e  of  sli^very.'' 

The  Senate  presented  an  extraordinary  spectacle  on  the  morning  when 
the  President's  message  approving  the  bill  was  receivedi  General  £lass, 
A  man  of  gre^t  experience,  v^ierable  for  his  age,  arose  and  proclaimed 
to  the  oonntry  that  peace  and  harmony  wonld  now  govern  onr  public 
coondlB,  that  there  wonld  be  no  m&re  agitoHon  anasndng  slaoay.  This 
was  doubtless  the  real  qimion  of  the  hading  statesmen  of  the  democratic 
party ;  while  the  entire  history  of  the  Government  showed  that  every 
aol  in  obedience  to  slavery  had  served  to  increase  its  demands,  and 
•very  step  taken  by  the  democratic  or  whig  party  to  save  the  Union  con- 
stitnted  an  inqK>rtant  advamce  towards  its  dissolution.  That  the  repeal 
of  the  lifiasonri  Compromise  was  tending  to  a  dissolution  of  the  Union 
became  evident  soon  after  its  passage. 

The  people  of  Connecticut  felt  the  severe  blow  which  civilization 
veceivod  from  this  extenmon  of  slavery.  The  Legislature  of  that  State 
being  in  session,  adopted  resolntions  deprecating  the  repeal,  and  declaring 
ttdr  intention  of  never  consenting  to  the  admission  of  a  shive  State 
from  the  territory. 

These  resolntions  were  piesented  to  the  Senate,  and  soon  as  they  were 
read,  Mr.  Cass,  who  but  a  few  days  previously  had  assured  the  countiy 
.that  there  would  be  no  more  ''agitation"  on  the  subject  of  slavery, 
was  the  firrt  member  of  the  Senate  to  become  agitated  on  hearing 
them  read  He  at  once  arose  and  in  an  audible  voice  and  excited 
manner,  said,  "  I  hope  those  resolntions  when  pat  irto  plain  English 
do  not  mean  another  Hartford  Cowotntion!^ 

This  allusion  to  the  convention  held  at  Hartford  in  1813,  to  devise 
measures  to  reUevethe  people  of  New  England  from  the  sufferings  whidi 
the  war  had'trought  uponthem,  was  sopposed  to  have  been  intentionally 
offensive  to  the  Representatives  of  that  State  ;  and  Mr.  Smith  replied, 
saying,  the  resolntions  contained  nothiog  to  provoke  the  remarks  of  the 
Senator  from  Michigan,  who  would  in  due  time  learn  that  they  not 
only  spoke  the  sentiments  of  the  people  of  Connecticut  but  of  Michi- 
gan also. 
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This  prophecy  of  Mr.  Smith  called  forth  a  reply  from  General  Ca8B^ 
in  which  he  asserted  the  rightfol  powers  of  gOYermnents  to  establish 
slayery  if  their  people  choose,  substantially  denying  that  gOTemments 
are.  formed  to  stmrt  the  enjoyment  of  liberty,  in  any  greater  degree  than 
to  secure  the  existence  of  slavery. 

Soon  as  this  bill  had  received  the  Execative  sanction,  the  democratie ' 
party  prepared  for  the  next  step  tending  to  the  dissolution  of  the  Union. 
A  plan  was  adopted  for  invading  the  territory  with  an  wrmtd  force,  tak- 
ing possession  of  the  ballot  boxes  on  the  da^  of  election,  in  -order  to 
establish  a  slaveholding  government. 

It  is  unknown  to  what  extent  members  were  inyolved  in  this  plan  for 
initiating  that  civH  war  which  has  since  attracted  the  attention  of  the 
civilized  world.  Our  statements  rest  upon  well  established  incidents, 
explained  by  those  who  professed  to  be  familiar  with  and  were  sup* 
posed  to  understand  the  plot.  It  was  known  at  Washington  that  Vice- 
President  Atchison  left  the  Freadency  of  the  Senate  while  that  body 
oontioued  in  session  ;  that  he  went  immediately  to  western  Missouri,  was 
active  in  instituting  what  were  called  "  blue  lodges,"  and  in  his  public 
conduct  exhibited  an  intense  anxiety  to  induce  men  to  go  to  Kansas  for 
the  purpose  of  establishing  a  slaveholding  government  there.  His 
secret  consultations  before  he  left,  and  the  persons  with  whom  he 
consulted,  are  not  so  well  understood.  It  was  said,  however,  that  the 
leaders  of  the  democratic  party  were  generally  consulted  and  agreed 
that  force  and  violence  and  civil  war  must  be  resorted  to  if  neces- 
sary to  establish  slavery,  and  that  arrangements  were  made  for  thQ 
slave  States  to  send  men  and  money  to  Kansas  in  order  to  carry  out 
this  plan. 

Kor  were  the  advocates  of  Aree  soil  idle.  The  ''Emigrant  Aid 
Society  "  of  New  England  was  formed,  and  assistance  was  tendered  to 
every  man  and  family  who  wished  to  remove  to  that  territory.  .  Funds 
were  raised,  and  emigrants  were  on  their  way  to  that  theatre  of  action 
soon  after  the  adjournment  of  Congress. 

While  public  attention  was  thus  directed  towards  Kansas,  some  three  > 
or  £onr  thousand  citizens  of  Massachusetts  sent  to  the  Senate  a  petition 
asking  the  repeal  of  the  fugitive  slave  act.  It  was  respectful  in' lan- 
guage and  unexceptional  in  its  tone  and  spirit.  Senator  Rockwell, 
who  presented  it,  remarked  upon  the  circumstances  under  which  the  fugi- 
tive act  had  been  passed,  and  the  feelings  which  it  had  excited.  He 
also  stated  that  the  peace  and  quietude  of  the  country  demanded  its 
repeal. 
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j^j^.  Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee,  who  had  once  acted  with  the  Whigs, 
appeared  desirons  of  avowing  hia  nnqnalified  allegiance  to  slayerj  ; 
and  somewhat  arrogantly  declared  that  all  who  op^ed  the  fiigitire  act 
were  opposed  to  the  Constitution,  Senator  Snmner,  hearing  his  people 
thus  assailed,  replied  to  Mr.  Jones  with  great  energy  of  thought  and  of 
language.  He  had  r^rded  the  fngitiye  slare  act  with  abhorrence  fh^m 
its  first  introduction,  and  now  felt  all  the  stirring  emoMons  necessary  to 
arouse  his  intellectual  powers.  He  hurled  back  the  charge  that  those 
opposed  ^o  the  fugitive  act  were  opposed  to  the  Constitution  *  and  with 
the  force  of  obvious  truth  showed  that  those  who  voted  for  that  act 
violated  the  Constitution,  and  the  rights  of  human  nature,  and  the  civi- 
lization of  the  age. 

Mr.  Butler,  of  South  Carolina,  interrupted  him  to  inquire  if  he  would 
arrest  a  fugitive  slave  ?  Sumner  turned  partially  around,  and  looking 
Butler  fuU  in  the  face  with  a  scowl  of  contempt  that  was  inunitable, 
and  in  a  tone  of  voice  and  manner  most  withering,  replied  :  "  Is  thy 
servant  a  dog  that  he  should  do  this  thing?"  He  appeared  to  be 
moved  from  the  deepest  recesses  of  his  moral  natmrCj  and  speaking 
from  the  holiest  impulses  of  the  heart,  he  could  not  fail  to  impress 
those  who  heard  him.  Butler  resumed  his  seat,  apparently  regretting 
that  he  had  propounded  the  insulting  question ;  intense  silence  per* 
vaded  the  Senate  chamber,  and*  the  whole  scene  was  one  not  easily 
forgotten. 

The  friends  of  freedom  in  Congress  were  also  greatly  encouraged  by 
the  presence,  the  aid,  and  •  assistance  of  Hon.  Gerrit  Smith,  a  repre- 
sentative from  central  New  York.  He  was  a  man  of  great  wealth,  and 
had  long  been  distinguished  as  a  leading  philanthropist.  He  had  been 
well  educated  and  was  regarded  as  possessing  n^  high  order  of  talents. 
At  his  first  advent  to  the  House  he  led  off  in  the  debate  upon  that 
part  of  the  President's  message  which  related  to  the  seizure  of  "  Martin 
Costa '?  on  board  an  American  vessel  lying  in  a  neutral  port,  showmg 
himself  well  versed  in  international  law.  His  whole  energies  were 
devoted  to  the  cause  of  justice  and  liberty. 

The  Administration  having  been  brought  into  power  by  Md  *  of 
slavebolding  influence,  appeared  anxious  to  subserve  the  interest  of  the 
"  peculiar  institution."  In  the  month  of  February  a  steamer  called  the 
"  Black  Hawk  "  cleared  from  Mobile  for  New  York  by  way  of  Havana, 
and  arriving  at  that  port,  was  reported  by  the  captain  as  yi  ballast, 
while  she  really  had  some  five  hundred  bales  of  cotton  on  board  that 
were  not  mentioned  in  her  manifest.  These  facts  becoming  known  to  the 
proper  officers,  the  steamer  was  seized  and  hdd  for  trial.    It  was  gone- 
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rallj  understood  that  the  democratic  party  were  aimons  to  obtain 
Caba»  though  at  that  time  no  open  avowal  of  the  &ct  had  been  an- 
noonced ;  yet  it  was  supposed  that  the  leaders  of  the  party  would 
gladly  welcome  a  war  ^th  Spain  in  order  to  obtain  that  island. 

On  the  10th  March,  Mr.  Phillips,  of  Alabama,  said  he  desired  to  pre- 
sent a  resolution  upon  a  grave  and  important  matter,  inyolving  the  in- 
terest of  his  constituents  and  the  honor  of  the  nation.  He  then  pre- 
sented a  resolution  calling  upon  the  President  to  communicate  to  the 
House  such  information  as  he  might  deem  proper  in  relation  to 
the  seizure  of  the  ship  '^  Black  Hawk,"  and  the  confiscation  of  her' 
cargo. 

The  resolution  was  adopted  without  objection,  and  a  few  days  sub- 
sequently the  President  sent  to  the  House  full  information  on  that  sub- 
ject ;  and  said  that ''  other  acts  of  aggression  upon  our  commerce  had 
been  perpetrated  by  her  Catholic  Majesty  for  which  reparation  had 
been  delayed  in  a  rery  unreasonable  manner.  That  the  Cuban  authori- 
ties were  wanton  in  their  aggressions,  while  Spain  delayed  or  refused 
indemnity  f  and  referring  to  the  situation  of  Cuba,  her  proximity  to  our 
coast,  said,  '*'  it  would  be  in  vain  to  suppose  that  she  could  adopt  a 
policy,  unfriendly  to  our  commerce  and  '  otfuKr  vnJttrtsts!  without  exciting 
the  most  intense  feelings  of  our  people  ;"  and  closed  by  declaring  that^ 
he  should  "feel  dis]>osed  to  carry  out  any  measures  which  Congress 
might  see  fit  to  adopt  in  relation  to  the  matter."    , 

The  message  was  clearly  a  recommendation  of  war,  the  object  of 
which  was  to  obtain  Cuba.  Its  tone,  and  language,  and  reference  to 
f^ker  tn^ere^5,' meaning  the  inUrtsts  of  slavery,  could  leave  no  doubt  as 
to  the  intention  of  the  President. 

The  message  being  read,  Mr.  Bayly,  of  Yirginia,  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Afl&irs,  expressed  his  admiration  of  the  manner 
in  which  the  subject  had  been  treated,  and  moved  its  reference  to  the 
committee  of  which  he  was  chairman.  The  motion  was  carried^  and 
thus  far  all  seemed  to  favor  the  objects  of  the  slaveholders. 

The  next  morning  the  writer  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote 
referring  the  message,  and  m  a  speech  of  an  hour's  length,  exposed  the 
designs  of  the  President  and  party  for  getting  up  another  war  for  the 
extension  of  slavery,  referred  to  the  war  with  Mexico  for  that  purpose, 
and  the  defeat  of  its  objects  in  part,  and  assured  the  friends  of  the  war 
now  proposed  that  if  Cuba  was  obtained,  it  would  be  made  free  before 
it  would  be  admitted  as  a  State  to  our  Federal  Union.  .Mr.  Bayly 
replied,  but  denied  none  of  the  objects  imputed  to  the  President  and  his 
party  ;  yet  this  timely  exposure,  together  with  the  existmg  difficulties  in 
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regard  to  Kansus,  probably  preTeoted  fnrtber  efforts  to  prodooe  a  war 
with  Spain,  for  the  iacrease  of  the  slaye  pojrer.*  . 
jg^j  During  this  session  northern  s^mlitj  was  still  farther  ex- 
hibited. The  bill  granting  homesteads  to  actual  settlers  on  the 
public  lands  was  under  consideration,  when  Mr.  Wright,  of  Pennsyl- 
Tania,  moved  an  amendment  luniUng  its  benefits  to  the  tfAife.people,  and 
made  a  speech  in  favor  of  excluding  blacks. 

A  Free-^il^r  moved  a  modification  of  the  amendment,  permitting  all 
persons  *^  ffiort  than  half  vfhiW*  to  participate  in  the  benefits  of  the 
law.  The  mover  proceeded  to  dq>recate  the  policy  of  excluding  the 
descendants  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  and  of  Martha  Washington,  who  were 
well  known  throughout  the  country  to  be  more  than  half  toA«/e, 
although  held  in  bondage.  He  declared  that- he  had  no  intention 
to  interfere  in  the  quarrel  which  was  evidently  gomg  on  between 
the  democratic  party  and  the  negroes ;  as  to  which  possessed  the 
best  native  talent :  But  it  was  well  known  that  a  few  years  before  the 
House  had  been  engaged  in  estimating  the  value  of  a  black  man  who 
read  and  spoke  four  languages  with  facility  ;  and  he  doubted  whether 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  was  able  to  give  such  an  exhibition  ci 
literature  ;  yet  by  this  comparison  of  the  two  gentlemen  he  intended  no 
offence  to  the  negro.  The  burst  of  laughter  which  followed  appeared  to 
make  a  more  serious  impressioii  upon  slaveholding  members  than  the 
most  profound  argument.  They  seemed  to  feel,  for  the  first  time,  that 
they  were  likely  to  become  the  subjects  of  contempt 

For  years  the  advocates  of  slavery  assailed  the  peisonal  character 
of  aU  who  devoted  their  energies  to  the  support  of  truth  and  justice. 
During  the  session  of  Congress  now  under  consideration  they  invaded . 
the  sanctuary  of  the  departed,  and  assailed  the  memoiy  of  Mr.  Adams. 
His  friends,  however,  met  these  attempts  to  disparage  the  character  of 
the  illustrious  dead,  and  vindicated  the  fair  fame  of  the  "  old  man  elo- 
quent," as  may  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  report  of  congressioDal 
debates  in  April,  1854. 

The  fugitive  slave  act  had  now  been  in  force  three  years,  and  was  far 
more  unpopular  than  when  first  enacted.  Tet  the  friends  of  that  measure 
were  still  desirous  of  enforcing  it  in  Boston.  A  fugitive,  named  Sims, 
from  Georgia,  was  arrested  in  that  city  and  imprisoned  in  the  Goort- 
bouse,  and  a  force  of  armed  men  were  left  to  guard  him.  These  men 
were  generally  of  tbat  base  charactei^,  who,  having  stifled  the  natural 

*  JeffetMn  l>aTis,  at  tfamt  time  Secretary  of  War,  Id  a  pobfic  speech,  while  visiting  Mledaaipplf 
Hated  that  the  PresMeiit  did  everything  ineambent  <»  him  to  produce  a  irar  with  Spain ;  bat  de- 
clared that  Congrew  did  not  raatain  his  effortii 
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syinpathies  of  the  human  soul,  were  anxiooB  to  maintaiii  the  inflaence  of 
the'  political  partj  to  which  tbey  were  attached  bj  dooming  a  fellow-  * 
being  to  degrading  bondage.  A  few  friends  of  lib^j  felt  that  their 
city  was  again  disgraced  by  ft  barbarism  nnsnited  to  the  age,  or  to  any 
Christian  community,  and  anzions  to  maintain  the  repntation  of  their 
ancient  commonwealth,  collected  together  and  proceeded  to  break  the 
door  of  the  Conrthonse  in  which  Sims  was  imprisoned. 

A  deputy  marshal,  with  his  assistant  slare-catchers  who  were  in  the 
house,  met  those  who  were  endeavoring  to  enter.  Shots  were  exchanged, 
and  for  an  instant  there  was  the  dash  of  arms  ;  but  as  one  of  the  guard 
fell,  those  who  were  outside,  as  if  conscious  of  the  responsibility  which- 
th^y  incurred,  fled  amid  the  darkness  of  the  ,night  without  beh)^ 
recognized.  After  they  left  it  was  found  that  one  of  the  guard,  named 
"  Batchelder,"  had  been  struck  by  some  sharp-pointed  instrument ;  the 
jGamoral  artery  had  been  pierced,  and  he  died  immediately. 

The  feelings  of  the  people  were  greatly  excited.  The  man  had  fallen 
while  assisting  to  rob  his  fellow-man  of  liberty,  which  all  regarded  as  far 
dearer  than  life,  and  no  one  doubted  that  he  had  receiyed  retiibutive 
justice  at  the  hands  of  the  assailants. 

The  United  States  troops  were  at  once  called  from  the  fortift-  ^^^ 
cations  around  Boston,  and  placed  on  guard.  The  Courthouse 
was  surrounded  by  chains.  The  victim  was  kept  in  an  upper  room, 
which  could  only  be  approached  through  files  of  armed  troops.  A  Com* 
missioner,  named  Loring,  sat  in  judgment  upon  Sims'  right  to  life  and 
liberty.  The  fttgitive  was  ably  defended  by  Mr.  Dana,  one  of  the  most 
distu^^uished  lawyers  of  Boston.  The  trial  lasted  several  days.  It  was, 
howsver,  a  mere  formality.  At  l^igth  Loring,  the  Commissioner,  decided 
that  Sims  did  not  hold  his  life  and  liberty  at  the  will  of  the  Creator,  but 
at  the  will  of  his  master,  and  a  decree  fbr  his  delivery  was  entered. 
The  victim  was  taken  to  the  wharf,  surrounded  by  a  strong  guard  of 
soldiers,  who,  by  thoii:  bayonets,  held  the  indignant  people  at  bay. 
Having  reached  the  wharf  he  was  placed  on  board  a  steamer,  which 
instantly  left  the  shore,'  amid  the  tolling  of  bells;  while  the  flags  in  the 
city  and  on  board  the  ships  in  the  harbor  were  raised  at  half-mast,  as. 
an  evidence  of  sympathy  for  a  fellow-being  who  was  thus  consigned  to  a 
moral  grave. 

The  expense  of  sendiD.<:^  this  man  to  servitude  was  borne  by  the  United 
States,  and^was  estimated  at  $30,000,  beside  the  life  of  Batchelder. 

The  resistance  which  caused  the  death  of  Batchelder  imparted  to  the 
transaction  a  serious  importance.  But  the  President  now  issued  no 
proclamation,  nor  did  the  Secretaiy  of  War  or  of  the  Navy  issue  General 
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Ordere,  as  had  been  done  when  Shadrach  escaped.  The  Tictim  had  been 
secured  and  sent  to  slavery,  while  the  transaction  had  awakened  a 
resistance  to  the  fngitiye  act  that  was  deep  and  abiding  in  the  hearts 
of  the  people. 

In  the  Honse  of  BepresentativeSy  Mr.  Fanlkner,  of  Yirginia,  chairmau 
of  the  Oommittee  on  Military  Aifidrs,  moved  to  suspend  the  roles,  in 
order  to  introduce  a  bill  giving  the  widow  of  Batchelder  a  pension  ;  bnt 
Messrs.  Dean,  of  New  York,  and  Jones,  of  Tennessee,  Democrats, 
objected ;  while  Mr.  Giddings,  of  Ohio,  was  in  favor  of  suspending  tiie 
roles,  provided  the  bill  should  be  snlijected  to  debate ;  bnt  the  Hoose 
refbsed  to  suspend  the  roles.  Indeed,  so  timid  were  northern  Democrats 
that  very  few  of  them  voted  with  the  slaveholders  on  that  occasion.^ 

In  the  Senate,  however,  the  bill  was  referred,  and  Messrs.  Clay,  of 
Alabama ;  Williams,  of  New  Hampshire,  and  Jones,  of  Iowa,  reported 
it  back  to  the  Senate  reoonmiendi0g  its  passage  ;  while  Senators  Sonmer 
and  Seward  made  an  able  report  against  it.  The  bill  passed  by  a  vote 
of  31  to  12,  and  was  sent  to  the  Honse  for  concurrence,  but  was  nefer 
taken  up  in  that  body. 

The  State  of  Rhode  Island,  through  her  Leg^atnre,  protested  ag^st 
the  extension  of  slavery,  urged  upon  Congress  the  propriety  of  granting 
to  fugitives  the  right  of  trial  by  jury,  and  approved  the  course  of  those 
members  of  Congress  who  resisted  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  Com* 
promise,  ^hese  proceedings  were  transmitted  to  Congress  and  preseifted 
in  the  Senate. 

^^^^.  At  the  reassemblmg  of  the  thirty-third  Oongress,  after  the  summer 
recess,  it  was  believed  that  the  subject  of  slavery  would  not  disturb 
its  deliberations,  ajs  the  session  would  continue  only  ninety  days.  But  an 
attempt  to  enlarge  the  powers  of  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  Washington 
City  brought  before  Congress  the  barbarous  practice  of  imprisoning 
freemen  and  selling  them  for  the  fees,  and  an  animated  debate  arose 
upon  it. 

Many  petitions  were  also  presented  for  the  repeal  of  the  fugitive  slave 
act  and  against  permitting  slaVery  to  exist  in  any  territory  of  the  United 
States. 

But  the  progress  of  freedom  was  more  strikingly  evinced  by  resolu- 
tions adopted  by  the  State  of  Michigan,  declaring  that  slavery  was  a 
moral,  social  and  political  evil ;  that  its  introduction  into  Kansas  was 
violative  of  a  solemn  compact  and  of  the  Constitution,  and  was  directiy 
tending  to  a  disruption  of  the  Union.    They  asserted  that  the  people  of 


*  Mr.  Faulkner,  at  the  time  of  reeordisg  tlMM  Inddtnli  (ISM),  wai  an  a4|vtoiit  general  la  *• 
Confederate  anny. 


laOHIOiLK  HBOSNERATSp.  679 

Michigan  were  opposed  to  the  eztendon  of  slayery,  in  favor  of  its  entire 
abolition  in  the  District  of  Golnmbia  and  of  repealing  the  fagitiye 
alare  act 

Michigan  had  from  its  organization  been  a  democratic  State,  and 
General  Cass  had  ever  been  sustained  as  a  faithfbl  representative  of  their 
principles.  He  had  pnbliclj  declared  that,  when  he  ceased  to  represent 
their  views,  he  would  resign  his  seat  in  the  Senate.  He  had  voted  for 
the  fogitive  act  and  for  the  act  admitting  Kansas  and  Nebraska  to 
establish  slavery  in  those  territories.  He  had  long  been  a  leader  in 
the  democratic  party,  and  at  one  time  its  candidate  for  the  Presidency. 
He  had  grown  old  in  the  public  service,  ^  to  the  utmost  of  his  power 
opposed  the  progress  of  that  jreformation  to  which  he  was  about  to  fall 
a  victim.  He  now  saw  clearly  the  sentence  of  separation  from  those  who 
had  long  stood  by  him  and  sustained  him  in  public  life,  and  as  the  aged 
statesman,  with  more  than  usual  solemnity,  announced  to  the  Senate 
and  country  the  change  of  public  opinion  which  was  to  consign  him  to 
private  life,  he  exhibited  much  emoticm,  and  the  audience  listened  to  him 
with  interest  and  with  sympathy.* 

His  colleague,  Mr.  Stuart,  a  younger  man,  but  a  Democrat,  who  had 
sustained 'the  slave  power  with  fidelity^  also  spoke  on  the  subject, 
acknowledging  the  change  of  opinion  that  had  been  wrought  in  his 
State.t 

*  This  conversion  of  a  strongly  democratic  State,  in  direct  oppo-  ^^^^ 
sition  to  their  Senators,  their  Representatives  and  public  men,  vras 
regarded  by  the  reformers  with  great  pleasure.  It  appeared  ominous 
of  the  approaching  dissolution  of  that  party  ;  for  all  men  of  all  parties 
were  conscious  that,  whenever  the  sceptre  of  power  should  depart  from 
the  slave  States,  the  democratic  oiganization  would  disband. 

The  Free-soilers,  however,  maintained  the  policy  adopted  by  Mr. 
Adams,  of  adhering  to  the  fundamental  doctrines  of  our  Govern- 
ment.    Every  speech,  resolution  and  bill  which  they  presented  had 

*  General  CaM  flnt  vent  to  MlcUgan  In  1812,  m  k  colonel  oonmaadlng  m  regiment  of  twetre 
months^  Tolunteen  from  Ohio,  mod  the  writer,  mt  that  time  a  boy  of  lixteen,  Mnred  in  the 
ndlttia  of  that  State.  From  the  cloee  of  the  war  ontil  the  breaking  out  of  the  great  rebellion  In 
1861  they  were  petMnally  friendly,  but  Tory  decidedly  oppoeed  in  poUtios.  On  the  breaking  ont 
of  the  rebellion  Genera)  Can  abandoned  the  democratic  organisation,  and  when  in  1S68  the  author 
called  on  him  at  his  reaidenee  in  Detroit,  they  found  themaelyes  again  in  perfect  political  harmony 
vhen  the  Goremment  waa  in  danger,  althongh  teparated  daring  half  a  oentnry  of  peace. 

t  Michigan  remained  tme  to  her  principles.  When  in  1S61,  Ohio,  New  York  and  Pennsylranla 
TblontaTlly  surrendered  the  republican  organisation,  and  abandoned  the  doctrines  which  had  been 
proclaimed  in  1856,  for  the  pnrpoee  of  milting  wtth  a  portion  of  the  Democrats,  Michigan  retoed 
to  Join  in  that  political  suicide,  but  conUnued  firmly  adhering  to  the  doctrines  which  her  people 
lored.  And  In  18M,  when  Ohio  and  New  York  were  carried  by  the  democratic  party,  Michigan 
maintained  her  integrity  and  retained  her  fddthftil  Bepoblicans  in  oflce. 
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direct  reference  to  the  doctrines  ^iroclaimed  in  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence. They  saw  the  people  had  been  misled  by  public  men,  who 
taught  them  to  belieye  it  their  duty  to  maintam  slarery  and  the 
slavQ  trade  in  the  District  of  Colombia,  npon  the  high  seas  and  in  oar 
Territories,  and  that  Congress  had  authority  and  was  bound  to  l^idate 
for  the  capture  and  return  of  fagitire  slaves.  In  short,  the  whole  theory 
of  the  Free-Boilers  consisted  in  acting  honestly  towards  the  pec^le, 
towards  themselves  and  their  country  :  And  they  r^^rded  the  conver- 
fflon  of  New  Hampshire  and  Michigan  as  important  fruits  of  their  long 
and  arduous  labors.  True,  many  of  their  own  friends  had  fallen  in  the 
frequent  personal  assaults  of ^he  slave  power,  and  thdr  ranks  appeared 
thinned  at  times,  but  they  were  soon  filled  agaim 

But  the  arrogance  of  the  shive  power  knew  no  bounds.  Its  advocates 
had  proclaimed  the  compromise  measures  of  1850  to  be  a  final  settle- 
ment of  the  slave  question,  and  n&any  of  its  statesmen  had  pledged  them- 
selves to  sustain  no  man  for  office  who  should  agitate  the  subject  ci 
slavery :  Yet  the  men  who  thus  defMrecated  agitation  brought  fo^ 
ward  and  maintained  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  restriction,  and  now 
demanded  that  Congress  should  add  three  and  a  half  millions  of  dol- 
lars to  the  bonus  granted  to  Texas  by  the  compromise  which  wns 
said  to  be  JmuU.  Speculators,  stock-jobbers  and  lobby  members  became 
solicitous  for  a  farther  donation  to  Texas.  On  this  subject  ladies  were 
employed:  wives  of  Congressmen  put  forth  their  smiles  and  bladd- 
ishments  to  induce  members  to  vote  for  this  proposition,  than  which 
nothing  could  be  more  corrupt.  But  leading  statesmen  of  the  whig  and 
democratic  parties  held  that  injustice  and  corruption  were  necessary  to 
sustain  the  Union,  and  this^U  soon  became  a  law,  and  the  people  of 
the  free  States  were  again  taxed  to  purchase  the  loyalty  of  Texan  slave- 
holders and  save  a  union  with  that  State  which  had  been  purchased  at 
an  imn^ense  cost  of  blood  and  treasure.  * 

18W.1  ^^^  ^^®  ^^^^  ^^  ^'  ^hnore's  adn^mistration  our  Govern- 
ment entered  into  a  convention  with  that  of  England  for  sub- 
mitting all  disputed  claims  eidsting  between  the  two  Governments  to 
arbitrators,  and  in  case  of  their  disagreement  an  umpire  was  to  be 
selected.  To  them  the  claim  of  our  Government  for  the  loss  of  slaves 
on  board  the  "Creole,"  the  "Enterprise"  and  the  "Hermora^was 
submitted.  The  two  arbitrators  disagreed,  and  the  umpire,  upon  the 
authority  of  Mr.  Webster  and  Mr.  Calhoan,  decided  that  the  British 
Government  was  bound  by  the  laws  of  nations  to  pay  for  the  slaves  lost 
on  board  those  ships.  Thus  did  the  resolutions  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  for 
which  Mr.  Webster  nor  any  northern  Whig  dared  vote,  in  the  short 
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space  of  twelre  years  become  a  part  of  i,he  international  law  controlling 
the  Qovemment^  of  England  and  the  United  States.    These  two  nations 

,  now  finited  in  sustaining  a  traffic  in  slaves  which  in  1814  thef  pledged 
themselves  to  abolish,  Thns  did  the  British  and  American  Qoyemments 
yield  to  the  slave  interest ;  and  instead  of  execnting  jnstice  npon  the 
piraitical  slavedealers,  actually  paid  them  money  as  a  compensation  for 
their  misfortnnes  while  speculating  in  the  bodies  of  men  and  women : 

\  They  united  in  acknowledging  the  supremacy  of  the  slaye  interest,  and 
thus  stimulated  southern  statesmen  to  regard  the  cotton-growing  interest 

.    of  the  South  as  the  controlling  element  among  ciyilized  nations. 
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8TATB  OF  POLITICAL  PABTIKS— OONTEST  FOR  SPEAKER — COMHENCBMEMT  OF 
HOSnUTISS  IN  KANSAS— OUTRAGE  UPON  THE  PERSON  OF  SENATOR  SVU- 
NER — ^FORMATION  OF  THE  REPURLICAN  PARTY — ^ITS  PRINCIPLES — PRESIDENT 
PIERCE'S   LAST  MESSAGE — THE  SLAVE  TRADE  REPUDIATED. 

t 

hflSOii  ^^  free-soil  party  was  now  rapidly  increasing  in  nnmbers  and 
influence.  The  whig  organization  had  disbanded  :  Yet  its  leaders 
had  too  much  pride  of  opinion  to  admit  that  the  anti-slarery  men  were 
right  in  their  policy  or  in 'their  construction  of  the  Constitution.  Indeed, 
their  prejudices  were  too  strong  to  permit  them  to  join  any  other  exist- 
ing organization.  They  therefore  instituted  a  new  party  called  the 
"  Know  Nothmgs  "  or  "  American  party .'^  Their  leading  policy  was 
the  exclusion  of  foreigners  from  office.  In  fact,  the  real  point  at 
which  they  aimed  was  the  election  of  themsdres  to  office.  It  was  a 
secret  society,  known  to  each  other  by  signs,  grips  and  pass-words. 
It  increased  rapidly  in  nnmbers,  and  in  the  autumn  of  1844  they  elected 
a  large  majority  of  officers  in  all  of  the  free  States.  This  suocess 
brought  many  to  their  ranks,  and  asgiring.  members  appeared  to  think 
that  the  only  road  to  political  preferment  lay  through  the  noctnmal 
councils  of  this  new  party.* 

The  effect  of  their  snccess  became  apparent  at  the  assembling  of  the 
thirty-fourth  Congress.  It  had  placed  the  democratic  party  in  a  yery 
decided  minority  in  the  House  of  Bepresentatiyes. 

The  demoralization  of  the  whig  and  democratic  parties  now  stood 
acknowledged  by  the  country.  Their  disruption  was  admitted  to 
bare  risen  from  their  dcYotion  to  slavery.  While  one  of  the 
instrumentalities  for  effecting  their  overthrow  was  the  "American"  or 
"Know  Nothing"  organization:  And  the  Free-soilers  or  Republicans 
were  placed  in  a  most  critical  position.  Their  difficulty  arose  fh)m  the 
determination  of  aspiring  politicians  to  give  all  influence  into  the  hands 
of  the  organization  which  had  recently  sprung  up. 

Members  of  this  new  party  were  at  the  dty  of  Washington  some 
weeks  before  the  assembling  of  Congress,  making  such  political  arrange- 
ments as  they  regarded  necessary  to  secure  the  success  for  the  "  Enow 

*  Ihdr  lodfH  were  nld  to  be  held  in  dark  rooms  tod  aliniji  In  tbe  oighk 
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Nothings :"  Bat  all  were  coDBdoDS  that  neither  thej  nor  the  Free-soOera 
ooold  sacceed  except  by  uniting  with  each  other. 

On  Thursday  erening,  before  the  commencement  of  the  session,  notice 
was  given  that  a  meeting  of  members  would  be  held  at  the  ^'repob- 
lican  rooms,  on  Friday,  at  10  o'clock  ▲.!!.,  for  con^oltation." 

At  this  meeting  only  aboat  twenty-five  Republicans  assembled.  These 
were  mostly  new  members,  and  appeared  exceedingly  timid.  However, 
there  were  several  "  Know  Nothings "  present,  who  assured  the  meet- 
ing that  whatever  the  Free-sollers  or  Republicans  might  do  the  ''  Know 
Nothings"  would  nominate  a  Speaker  at  their  lodge  that  evening  or  the 
next  To  this  it  was  replied  that  they  could  not  expect  a  nomina- 
'  tion  made  in  secret  lodge  would  be  supported  by  those  not  admitted 
to  participate  in  making  it. 

When  the  Republicans  collected  at  evening  there  were  about  forty 
present,  with  a  number  of  '' Know  Nothings,"  and  a  debate  upon  the 
comparative  merits  of  the  two  organizations  opposed  to  the  common 
enemy  was  foirlj  opened  and  occupied  that  evening  and  most  of  the  next 
day.  But  late  in  the  day  a  resolutibn  was  introduced  pledging  the 
members  to  vote  for  any  man  on  whom  a  majority  of  the  members 
should  unite,  provided  he  stood  pledged  by  his  past  life  or  present 
-declarations  so  to  arrange  the  committees  of  the  House  as  to«give 
respectful  answers  to  petitions  concerning  slavery,  'p^  resolution  was 
adopted  by  a  unanimous  vote  of  more  than  seventy  members.  But 
the  leading  members  of  the  "  Know  Nothings  "  did  not  appear  at  any 
of  the  caucuses.* 

It  was  in  this  unorganized  form  that  members  opposed  taXhe  exten. 
sion  of  slavery  met  their  associates  on  Monday  in  the  Hall  of  Bepre* 
sentatives,  to  enter  upon  a  contest  unequalled  in  the  previous  history  of 
our  Qovemment. 

The  House  consisted  of  two  hundred  and  thirty-four  members— two 
hundred  and  twenty^five  of  whom  answered  to  their  names  at  the  first 
calling  of  the  roll. 

The  first  business  in  order  was  the  election  of  a  Speaker ;  And  the 
ballots  being  counted,  it  was  found  that  WilUam  A.  Richardson,  the  de- 
mocratic candidatjB,  had  T4  votes ;  Lewis  D.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  the 
"  Know  Nothing  "  candidate,  had  53  votes ;  Humphrey  Marshall,  of  Ken- 

*  Hie  retolQtlon  wa0  drawn  and  Introdnoed  1^7  Um  antbor,  and  was  In  the  following  torn  :— 
^Ruolvtdt  That  we  will  eapport  no  man  for  the  offlea  of  Speaker  who  b  not  pledged  to  cany 
oat  the  parliamentazy  law  by  gltlng  to  each  propoeed  meaaare  ordered  by  the  Home  a  majorltj  of 
neh  ipeclal  committee,  and  to  organise  the  itandlng  eommltteea  of  the  Hooee  by  pladng  on  each 
a  majority  of  the  IHenda  of  freedom  who  diatt  ho  favorable  to  making  reports  on  aU  pettthms  oon» 
mttted  to  them.** 
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liieky,  the  sonthera  Know  Nothing  cancUdate,  30  rotes  ;  Nathaniel  P. 
Banks,  of  Massachusetts,  was  supported  by  those  Free-soilers  orBepabli- 
oaiis  who  refused  to  support  any  man  placed  in  nomination  bj  the  Know 
Nothings ;  and  Hiram  M.  Fuller,  of  Pennsylvania,  reeeived  the  votes  of 
1 1  members  of  the  Know  Nothing  party  who  refused  to  support  any 
other  candidate.  There  were  several  other  ballots  cast  during  the  day, 
with  little  change.  The  TOting  continaed  on  the  second,  third,  fourth 
and  fifth  days,  without  material  change,  except  that  Mr.  Campbell's  vote 
rose  on  one  occasion  as  high  as  sevens ffive. 

After  the  result  of  the  twenty-third  ballot  was  announced,  Mr.  Oamp* 
bell  withdrew  tus  name  from  the  list  of  Aindidates. 

On  the  withdrawal  of  Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Banks'  vote  rose  regularly 
until  the  15th  December,  when  it  reached  lOt. 

In  this  protracted  contest  Mr.  Fuller,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  sustained 
by  about  seventeen  northern  Know  Nothings,  and  Humphrey  Marshall 
by  an  equal  number  of  that  order  firom  the  South.  These  gentlemen 
and  their  sopporters  frequently  united,  when  their  joint  vote  would  rise 
to  the  number  of  thirty  or  forty.  Other  individuals,  acting  with  the 
Rq)ublicans  generally,  manifested  a  strong  disposition  to  defeat  the  can- 
didate for  whom  they  were  voting. 

The  House  continued  to  vote  pretty  steadily  until  the  fifty-ninth  bal' 
lot  had  been  cast,  when  Mr.  Hickman,  of  Pennsylvania,  a  Democrat, 
who  had  steadily  voted  with  the  democratic  party,  offered  a  resolution 
declaring  that  after  one  more  ballot,  the  candidate  having  the  lowest 
number  of  votes  should  be  dropped  at  each  voting  until  but  two  candi- 
dates remained,  and  the  one  having  the  highest  number  of  votes  should 
be  deelarod  dected.' 

On  this  resolution  a  debate  arose  which  continued  for  several  days, 
with  occasional  interruptions  for  the  purpose  of  taking  a  vote. 

Mr.  Broome,  of  Phfladelphia,  proposed  to  refer  the  questions  which 
separated  the  political  parties  to  the  Supreme  Court.  Little  reply  to 
this  proposition  was  made,  except  by  general  laughter. 

On  the  19th  December,  the  ballot  showed  Mr.  Banks  to  have  106, 
and  Mr.  Richardson  T5.  Messrs.  Marshall  and  Fuller,  with  their  adhe* 
rents,  continuing  to  vote  by  themselves. 

During  the  debates  the  Republicans  were  constantly  assailed,  and  as 
the  writer  was  the  oldest  member  of  that  party,  he  felt  constrained  to 
vindicate  their  cause.  He  assured  the  Democrats  and  **  Know  Nothings" 
that  the  Republicans  must  soon  come  into  power:  And  when  once  in  power 
they  would  not  permii  iotUhern  members  to  dissolve  the  Ufdon.  This 
seemed  to  arouse  much  angry  feeling.     Mr.  McMnllen,  of  Virginia,  re. 
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plied  with  jnach  gpirit,  declaring  that  vfhemver  a  noHhem  FnsidetU  skatdd 
be  elected  the  South  would  disaolvs  ths  Uhion.  This  is  beiiered  to  be 
the  first  distinct  eDunciation  in  Congress  that  the  Union  was  to  be  dia- 
solyed  upon  the  election  of  a  w^rthem  President  Northern  Democrata 
appeared  mortified  at  the  impradence  of  Mr.  McMnllen. 

Mr.  Banks,  in  a  public  speech  made  some  two  years  preTiondy  in 
Maine,  had  said,  that  if  we  were  to  extend  ^yery  or  dissolve  the  Uniony 
he  would  say,  ^^  Let  the  Union  sUde."  This  saying  was  now  seiaed 
upon  by  sonthem  men  as  an  insuperable  objection  to  Mr.  Banks'  elec* 
tion  :  While,  at  the  same  tune,  Mr.  Brooks,  of  South  OaroMna,  assured 
the  House  add  the  country  titatPunless  slavery  were  exteiided  he  desired 
to  see  the  Union  sHde, 

Members  appeared  by  common  consent  to  enter  upon  a  general  debate, 
which  was  su^ended  on  the  24th  so  long  as  to  take  a  ballot,  whidi 
showed  no  substantial  change  in  the  parties. 

On  the  2tth,  four  ballots  were  taken  with  a  similar  result. 

The  newspapers  showed  that  some  excitement  existed  in  the  country. 
The  Gonseryatiyes  were  pained  at  seeing  representatiyes  from  the  free 
States  so  regardless  of  the  Union  as  to  resist  the  South  with  such  per- 
tinacity. Northern  Democrats  and  many  **  Know  Nothings''  insisted  that 
the  Union  would  be  dissolyed  unless  members  consented  to  elect  a  Dem<H 
crat  who  was  known  to  sustain  *'  sotU/iem  interests ;"  a  term  synony- 
mous with  slavery. 

But  the  advocates  of  the  Constitution  replied,  we  will  vote  for  wy 
man  who  by  his  past  life  or  present  professions  is  not  pledged  to  "  sn9^ 
tain  the  consiitutianal  right  of  petition :"  They  had  laid  down  a  rule 
without  reference  to  parties  or  to  individuals.  It  was  so  plain  that  v» 
man  dared  deny  its  propriety  :  and  they  declared  that  "  the  constitiH 
tional  rights  of  the  States  must  and  should  be  freseroed  whether  the 
Union  continued  or  notJ^  This  doctrine,  so  entirely  at  war  with  the  ruling 
motto  of  the  old  parties,  had  not  been  previously  asserted  ;  nor  did  the 
people  appear  to  comprehend  its  importance.  Indeed,  many  members 
of  Congress  drew  no  distinction  between  maintaioing  the  Union  of  ail 
the  States,  and  maintaining  the  Constitution  over  so  many  States  as 
were  satisfied  with  the  Constitution. 

But  it  now  became  evident  that  individuals  calling  themselves  *'  Know 
Nothings,"  but  acting  with  Republicans,  were  seeking  the  defeat  of  Mr. 
Banks.  Thus,  Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  who  had  received  seventy-four 
votes  for  Speaker,  presented  a  resolution  declaring  that  Mr.  Orr,  of 
South  Carolma,  should  assume  the  chair,  and  act  as  Speaker  until  sueh 
officer  were  r^ularly  elected.  Mr.  Campbell  w^  said  Uj  he-isk  daUy  eon^ 
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sdtatioQ  with  Mr.  Marshall,  of  Kentucky,  who  was  steadily  endeayoring 
to  defeat  the  election  of  Mr.  Banks.  He  had  been  a  Whig,  and  his  amnoed 
object  was  to  unite  all  parties  in  order  to  defeat  the  Democrats  ;  but  with- 
out pledging  those  who  should  defeat  that  party  to  any  particular  prin^ 
ciple  or  definite  policy.*^  But  Mr.  Campbell's  proposition  was  rejected, 
and  by  presenting  it  he  lost  the  confidence  of  most  of  the  members  who 
had  previously  yoted  for  him. 

On  the  28th  December  the  balloting  was  resumed,  and  continued 
through  that  and  the  following  day  without  material  change  of  parties, 
and  debate  was  again  renewed.  Southern  members  became  grossly  per- 
sonal in  their  remarks,  constantly  threatening  to  dissolve  the  Union  un- 
less northern  members  ceased  to  press  the  subject  of  slavery  upon  the 
consideration  of  the  people.  Others  attempted  to  ridicule  northern  mem^ 
bers  for  attempting  to  oiganize  the  House  in  oj^osition  to  the  demo- 
cratic party. 

These  supercilious  pretensions  served  to  unite  republican  members 
more  strongly,  while  it  placed  the  supporters  of  Mr.  Fuller  and  Mr. 
Marshall  in  no  very  enviable  position. 

Mr.  Pennington,  of  New  Jersey,  was  also  a  candidate,  and  many  excel- 
lent members  desired  to  support  him.  Thef  had  voted  for  Mr.  Banks  a 
long  time,  and  desired  to  bring  Mr.  Pennington  forward'as  the  candidate 
of  the  Republicans.  But  the  more  experienced  members  united  ui  saying 
that  any  change  of  candidates  would  prove  fatal,  unless  the  man  brought 
forward  could  receive  the  entire  vote  then  being  given'  to  Mr.  Banks. 
Others  declared  they  would  not  chai^  under  any  circumstances  ;  and 
the  difficulty  which  the  Republicans  had  to  contend  with  consisted  in 
harmonizing  th6ir  party.  That  was  only  effected  by  adhering  to  the 
principles  adopted  at  the  commencement;  and  asserting  their  object 
was  not  the  success  of  any  man  or  any  party,  but  to  maintain  the  Opn- 
stitution. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  sent  his  annual  message  to  the 
Senate  on  the  31st  December,  and  his  private  secretary  appeared  at  the 
entrance  of  the  House  of  Representatives  and  announced  that  he  had 
brought  with  him  the  annual  message  of  the  President,  to  be  presented 
to  that  body. 

Aware  that  this  was  intended  to  exert  an  influence  against  the  Repub- 
licans, the  author  at  once  objected  to  receiving  it,  as  it  was  an  attempt 
ito  introduce  a  new  practice— for  up  to  that  time  no  President  had  ever 
presumed  to  thrust  his  message  upon  an  unorganized  body — and  that  it 

*  At  Uil>  time,  1868,  Mr.  HwahftU  b  lerTlng  m  a  brigftdier-genenil  In  the  OonfMent^  vmy,  and 
Mr.  Campbell  ii  serving  as  a  colonel  In  the  army  of  the  United  Btatee . 
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eoold  not  constitationallj  be  rocdTed  by  members  mitil  a  Speaker  were 
elected.  Bat  a  majority  voted  to  receiye  it.  The  next  attempt  was  to 
read  it  to  the  Honse  ;  but  it  was  i^ain  objected  that  it  wa;s  not  ad- 
dressed to  members  in  their  disorganized  condition,  bat  was  addressed 
to  the  Senate  trnd  House  of  R^esenlaHves,  which  had  not  then  been 
organized.  This  objection  was  svstained,  and  althongh  they  had  re- 
ceired  the  message,  they  refused  to  read  it. 

The  new  year  fonnd  the  House  nnorganized,  with  the  Presi-     .^^^ 
dent's  message  lying  npon  the  Clerk's  desk  unopened  and  unread. 
One  ballot  was  taken.    A  motion  was  nes!t  made  to  .take  up  and  read  the 
President's  message ;   bat,  after  debate,  the  {notion  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

Members  now  began  to  make  arrangements  for  continaiDg  the  contest 
indefinitely.  Most  of  them  had  expected  to  draw  their  mileage  to  de- 
fray their  corrent  expenses ;  bat  being  anable  to  do  that  ontii  the  House 
were  organized,  found  themselres  out  of  funds.  In  many  republican 
districts  the  people  met  in  public  conrentions  and  passed  resolutions  ap- 
proving the  action  of  their  RepresentatlYes,  made  provisions  for  their 
members  to  draw  on  their  local  banks  for  such  funds  as  they  deemed 
necessary  for  defraying  expenses  at  Washington.  To  meet  these  ex- 
penses, some  State  Legislatures  made  appropriations  firom  their  State 
funds.* 

Soon  as  the  republican  party  became  consolidated,  its  members  became 
more  confident.  Those  of  greatest  experience  assured  their  Mends  that 
as  the  President,  officers  of  government,  and  the  army  and  navy  must 
go  without  pay  until  the  House  should  be  organized,  the  pressure  would 
soon  be  so  great  npon  the  democratic  party  that  they  woald  be  com- 
pelled to  submit  to  the  election  of  a  repnblican  Speaker. 

Some  State  Legislatures  passecf  resolutions  sustaining  the  action  of 
their  Representatives,  declaring  the  issue  involved  to  be  the  extension  or 
non-extension  of  slavery.  Indeed,  the  entire  debate  turned  upon  ques- 
tions touching  that  institution.  The  several  candidates  were  interro- 
gated npon  the  subject  of  slavery ;  but  Mr.  Banks  was  the  only  one 
who  avowed  his  concurrence  in  the  doctrines  of  the  Declaration  of  In- 
dependence. 

*  Mr.  RSchardson,  th«  democratic  c«ndidmt«  for  Speaker,  had  been  t^nalnttd  with  the  writer 
for  eome  yean,  and,  comtaig  to  hh  leat^  niggeated  the  ahsotaite  neceMttj  of  eome  6ompromi44. 
Hie  writer  ipoke  with  aome  degree  of  determlaatlon,  declaring  that  he  haUd  Me  very  t&rm  com- 
promise^  as  it  alwaya  meant  some  ftirtber  torrender  of  ndhhera  righti  and  Intereeta.  **  Bnt,** 
■aid  Mr.  Richardion,  "how  long  do  you  expect  to  keep  upthii  conteetf**  **  OMU  the  ith 
March,  laSf,**  laid  the  writer.  Richardion  appeared  astonished,  and  saying—*'  Fmi  &e  d^-^  /" 
walked  away. 
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Tie  debate  and  balktiiigs  contimied  witboat  any  material  diange  or 
iacideiit  until  the  35th  January,  when  the  President  sent  another  niea- 
sage  having  relation  to  public  afBurs  in  Kansas.  The  members  generally 
ibelii^  some  curiosity  to  hear  what  the  President  had  to  say  in  relation 
to  that  territory,  ordered  the  message  read,  and  then  veiy  quietly  le^ 
samed  the  cBscossion. 

On  the  29th  January  seyeral  propositions  were  made  for  an  immediate 
organization.  They  were  r^ected,  but  by  such  small  majorities  ss  to 
indicate  an  organization  at  po  very  distant  period  ;  and  tue  Republicans 
now  felt  one,  and  only  one  doubt  in  regard  to  success.  The  southern 
**  Know  Nothings''  had  been  Whigs,  and  bitterly  bated  the  Democrats ; 
and  the  question  now  presented  was,  whether  they  would  unite  with  their 
M  enemies  rather  thim  se^  a  republican  Speaker  elected. 

On  the  8d  February  a  resohition  was  presents,  declaring  that  three 
more  ballots  should  be  taken,  and  if  no  election  were  had,  the  candidate 
having  the  highest  number  af  votes  on  the  4th  ballot  should  be  declared 
Speaker.  Soon  after  this  vote  was  announced  the  House  adjourned. 
Members  now  felt  that  the  contest  was  drawing  to  a  close. 

The  next  morning,  reports  from  members  showed  that  every  Repub- 
lican stood  firm,  and  that  the ''  Know  Nothings  "  had  pledged  themselves 
to  vote  only  for  their  candidate  ;  the  assurance  of  success  appeared  to 
pervade  every  mind.  All  were  solemn,  and  appeared  conscious  that  the 
action  of  that  day  was  to  tell  upon  our  national  character  in  coming  time. 

Mr.  Aiken,  of  South  Carolina,  was  announced  as  the  democratic  can- 
didate. And  the  first  ballot,  under  the  resolution,  showed  little  change 
of  parties.  Banks  received  102  votes  ;  Aiken,  92  ;  Fuller,  13  ;  Camp- 
bell, 4  ;  and  Wells,  2. 

By  this  time  the  spacious  gallmes  were  filled  with  eager  spectators, 
the  lobbies  and  passages  were  crowoed  by  men  and  ladies  anxious  for 
the  result.  The  next  ballot  was  taken  without  any  change  of  parties. 
A  motion  was  made  to  adjourn,  but  it  was  voted  down  by  159  to  52. 
Mr.  Fuller  announced  that  he  was  no  longer  a  candidate.  The  result 
now  appeared  to  be  anticipated  by  all,  and  as  the  Clerk  commenced  call- 
ing the  roll  of  members  for  the  final  vote,  there  appeared  to  be  the  most 
intense  interest  felt  on  all  sides  of  the  House.  As  Mr.  Barclay's  name 
was  called,  he  arose  and  declared  that  he  wanted  further  information  as 
to  Mr.  Aikm's  views  in  regard  to  the  "  American,  or  Know  Nothing 
organization^"  The  inquiry  gave  rise  to  a  colloquial  debate,  which 
lasted  for  an  hour,  detracting  somewhat  from  the  dignity  of  the  occasion. 
Confnsipn  now  reigned  in  various  parts  of  the  hall ;  criminatioa  and  re- 
crimination was  heard  ;  and  members  were  seen  standing  up  talking  to 


o«t  of  cffoer,  prjeaukii  k-  ct^  ibt  b&bcs  aad  nooni  Qie  roas  cc  4jl 
the  BieKaas.  VTmsl  ue  r^  had  httm  calkd  om^x  umr  «m^  s» 
much  oo&fs^.a  ilmz  i*  v:b»  tLS:*^!  fee  &^t  oae  u>  be  keu^i.  Bzi  uir 
clerks  aid  icZ-^ss  pruccietkd  h.  ilr^  d^iies^  Acd  v^rfA  t^  OMxt  w^ftt 
completed,  Mr.  Beasx,  of  Mftine — uoe  of  ibe  ceZjccs — sv\se^  a«ti  ia  *  >t'^ 

XaUuzkid  P.  Rv:  ki  kid  recc^Ted  mc  teWiBi  «W  Uner  tntf^r;  Mr« 
Aikin  had  reetsred  #bc  imminai  wUs^  Mi.  Fsljer  kfti  nceai^  jur  ivk^  » 
and  Mr.  CacL^^-brli  kad  nc££Ted  /it.r  wkd/x,     Tkas  JI".  £c«br  Afm^ 

Speaitr  cf  tit  ikmr^yfimrtk  Cim^rtskT 

At  tlkk  aLibQCLZKxaeai  tLe  s^<cuu>fs  in  loe  galjcnos  bf^e  focia  .a 
wOd  exdieiLc:^!.  Cijeer  aiUr  cLeer  v^efit  np^  asid  tbe  v^rl:^  iK  i::;^.^!- 
kerdueCs  aiki  de=.o:^stn:i-:zc  of  cn:«:stralDed  cxfilu&:>a»  vhac^  v>ei>^  ne^ 
iponded  to  bj  Lkoes  from  tLe  Admii^ismik'ii  ade  of  tke  HooMl 

Some  feeble  cpp^jbiuoa  was  made  to  Mr.  Banks  agwraJEg  tbe  dsuai 
of  the  cLair,  wijen  a  rE£c«iiikA  declarii^  him  Speaker  was  ofierai  and 
adopted  bj  a  U:^  majohtj.  This  waa  in  accofdance  W4ik  ije  preoe^ 
dent  estabUsLtd  in  1&49,  ai.d  recaiered  tbe  ei^iion  ooDsdtnuoaal. 

When  tLis  resc^ciion  bad  bten  adapted,  tbe  Cierk,  Mr.  Foraej«  n 
Democrat  of  Philadelphia,  called  on  Mr.  Aikin,  of  Soath  Carotina,  Mr. 
Fuller,  of  Pennsjlrania,  and  Mr.  Campb^  of  Obk\  to  cimdoct  t^ 
Speaker  to  the  chair.    This  being  done — 

Mr.  Banks  delirered  an  appropriate  addr^s,  and  tbe  Qeik  called  on 
the  writer,  being  the  oldest  member  <tf  tbe  Hove,  to  administer  tbe 
oath  of  office.  He  walked  into  tbe  open  area  in  front  of  the  ^peaker*s 
chair,  and,  taking  a  position  some  thirty  feet  from  bim,  desired  that 
officer  to  raise  his  right  hand,  which  be  <fid,  and  tbe  oatb  was  admin^ 
istered  in  a  load  voice,  according  to  tbe  fom  practiaed  in  New  England 
from  the  time  of  the  Pilgrims. 

Thus  doeed  this  remarkable  conflict,  after  a  bln^ggle  of  nine  weeks. 
In  this  contest  tbe  most  discordant  elements  wece  broi^t  to  tbe  support 
of  principle,  and  the  powo*  of  tmtb  in  political  contests  was  rerj  f uUt 
and  beantifollj  illastiated.* 

•  Whea  the  vriter,  iMMii^  A  terse  pl^jrfesl  fraae  aad  wUlcMd  balr,  «»ncd  «M  t»  tht  t^^ 

and  fteadfty  in  the  caoM  of  lumMD  freedon^  aod  aiMtikcr  dMcr  WW  t^^rtt 

Thii  form  of  ftdnlnbterliif  tbe  o«th  had  nerer  been  adopted  oo  any  former  ocfaiton,  a»d  k  «»» 
VQCarAed  «lia  a»  awh  iaterwt  thai  the  p«|»cn  of  1 
gara  •  Terbatfan  report  of  tbe  laogaace  aaed  oi|  the  acciilaii. 
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The  effect  of  this  rictoiy  was  felt  through  the  country.  Men  nov 
saw  the  moral  influence  which  a  few  indindoals  deyoted  to  truth 
and 'freedom  had  been  able  to  exert  upon  Gong^ress.  Sixteen  years 
before  this  occurrence  Mr.  Adams  and  the  author  of  these  sketches 
were  the  only  representatiyes  in  Congress  of  the  doctrines  now  sup-, 
ported  by  a  majority  of  the  House. 

The  slareholderB  and  those  who  sympathized  with  them  appeared  to 
realize  that  political  power  was  gradually  escaping  from  their  grasp,  and 
that  the  day  was  rapidly  approaching  when  the  people  would  resume 
control  of  the  QoTemment  and  wield  it  for  their  own  beneflt. 

Slavery  and  freedom  had  met  in  open  conflict,  and  truth  had  again 
prevailed.  Frod  the  hour  that  slavery  had  been  rejected  from  Call- 
Ibmia,  defeat  and  disaster  had  attended  the  advocates  of  the  institution. 

On  Monday,  5th  February/ the  House  proceeded  to  read  the  Presi- 
dent's message,  and  having  completed  its  organization,  commenced  the 
ordinary  business  of  legislation. 

But  now  the  difficulties  in  Kansas  attracted  public  atteittion.  Many 
emigrants  from  New  England  had  settled  in  that  territory  and  constituted 
almost  its  entire  resident  population.  The  people  of  Missouri  and  the 
other  slave  States  had  not  been  idle.  They  could  not  send  emigrants  to 
cultivate  its  soil,  but  they  prepared  to  enter  the  territory  with  an  armed 
force  and  to  establish  the  institution  of  slavery  by  military  power. 

Accordingly,  on  the  day  appointed  by  the  Governor  for  electing  mem- 
bers of  the  General  Assembly,  and  on  the  previous  day,  citizens  from 
Missouri  with  arms  and  banners  entered  the  territory,  took  possession 
of  the  ballot-boxes,  drove  the  resident  citizens  from  the  polls,  and  pro- 
claimed their  companions  meml>ers  of  the  Legislature.  These  men 
professing  to  have  been  elected,  assembled  and  enacted  a  slave  code 
for  Kansas,  which  in  point  of  barbarity  had  seldom  been  equalled  since 
the  darker  ages  had  passed  away. 

The  resident  citizens  were  unwilling  to  recognize  either  the  legisUtors 
or  the  slave-sustdihing  enactments  which  they  had  passed. 

The  people  of  the  free  States  in  the  meantime  sent  arms  and 
ammunition  to  their  friends  in  Kansas  to  enable  them  to  protect  them- 
selves against  the  invaders,  who  were  now  endeavoring  to  establish 
slavery  by  force  of  arms.  The  citizens  of  slave  States  also  sent  men 
and  arms  to  reinforce  the  harbingers  of  slavery. 

Military  parades,  drills,  and  camp  equipage  became  common.  Skir- 
mishes were  fought,  victories  were  won  and  lost,  men  were  slain, 
prisoners  were  captured,  and  civil  war  with  all  its  ordinary  incidents  ex- 
isted in  that  territory.    The  President  espoused  the  cause  of  the  slave- 
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holders,  and  sent  troops  of  the  United  States  to  maintain  the  corse  of 
human  bondage  and  enforce  the  worse  than  Draconian  code  enacted  by 
adherents  of  slavery  from  slave  States. 

The  Senate  called  on  the  President  by  resolution  to  communicate  to 
Congress  such  information  as  he  might  possess  in  relation  to  the  difficul- 
ties existing  in  Kansas.  He  replied  by  message  on  the  14th  February, 
and  in  it  he  assailed  the  societies  and  men  of  the  f)ree  States  who  had 
assisted  emigrants  to  the  territory  as  *' promoters  of  civil  war/'  and 
mildly  censured  the  invaders  who  had  entered  the  territory  with  an  armed 
force  and  usurped  the  government ;  but  in  the  most  emphatic  terms 
denounced  as  "  insurgents  "  those  who  refused  to  obey  the  enactments 
of  their  invaders.  He  referred  to  those  who  fovored  the  formation  of  a 
free  State,  and  to  those  Who  sympathiased  with  them,  as  "  enemies  of  the 
Government"  and  "violators  of  the  Constitution,"  and  those  who  op- 
posed the  extension  of  slavery  he  characterized  as  "  agiiators  seekii^ 
to  overthrow  the  Government  and  institutions  of  the  country." 

This  extraordinary  state  paper  did  not  fail  to  call  forth  the  deep 
indignation  of  those  who  were  endeavoring  to  maintain  the  constitutional 
rights  of  the  free  as  well  as  of  the  slave  States.  They  spoke  of  the 
President  as  the  mere  instrument  of  the  slave  power,  seeking  southern 
favor  by  treason  to  the  Constitution  and  to  freedom.  They  placed  upon 
the  record  of  debates  the  fact  that  he  had  sent  the  army  of  the  United 
States  to  aid  the  invaders,  and  sustain  the  usurpers  of  the  govern- 
ment in  Kansas. 

In  the  Senate,  Messrs.  Hale,  Sumner,  Seward,  Wilson,  Samlin,  Pes- 
senden,  Collamer,  Poote  and  Wade,  were  outspoken  and  bold  in  exposing 
the  crimes  committed  in  Kansas  by  the  supporters  of  slavery.  The 
ttensactions  in  that  territory,  the  attempts  of  the  Executive  and  his 
friends  to  sustain  them,  afforded  an  inexhaustible  theme  for  criticism ; 
and  these  exposures  were  the  more  unwelcome  to  the  slave  power  in  conse- 
quence of  the  approaching  Presidential  election,  which  was  to  take  place 
before  the  next  meeting  of  Congress.  But  the  6^enate  debated  the 
message  of  the  President  and  the  report  of  the  committee  to  whom  it 
was  referred,  as  weU  as  the  bill  admitting  Kansas  to  the  Federal  Union 
as  a  State.  These  subjects  were  discussed  until  the  8th  July,  when  the 
Senate  passed  the  bill  authorizing  the  people  of  Kansas  *'  to  form  a 
State  constitution  and  government." 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  the  message  of  the  President  was 
examined  with  less  severity.  Members  of  that  body  appeared  to  regard 
the  association  of  the  President  with  the  Vice-President,  Atchison  and 
the  border  ruffians  of  Missouri,  to  be  so  obvious  as  to  deprive  him  of 
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that  infloeDce  whidi  cotld  alone  Jwtify  tiiem  in  commmlSag  upon  his 
ooadact. 

On  the  2Tth  Febmary,  Mr.  Qrow,  of  Penuylraniay  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Teifitoriefl,  in  the  Honae  reported  a  bill  declaring  most 
of  the  acts  passed  by  the  nnurpen  of  EaasM  void  and  secaring  tiie  peo- 
ple of  that  territory  m  the  ^'oyment  of  their  rights. 

But  as  there  appeared  to  be  doabts  thrown  aronnd  many  important 
&cts  connected  with  Kansas,  resohitions  were  introduced  anthorizing  the 
Speaker  to  appoint  a  committee  of  three  members,  who  diionld  yisit  the 
territory,  take  testimony,  and  report  to  the  House  facts  concerning  the 
inradon,  the  election,  and  action  of  the  aelf-styied  Legislature. 

This  so-caUed  Legpalatore  of  Kansas  passed  a  pretended  law  profes* 
sing  to  authorise  the  people  to  elect  a  delegate  to  Congress,  and  a  man 
holding  a  certificate  of  election  under  these  enactments,  appeared  and 
demanded  admisaon  ;  but  after  a  full  examination  the  House  declared 
that  the  self-styled  legislators  had  no  authority,  that  theur  enactments 
wer^  Toid,  and  that  the  del^j^te  had  no  claim  to  a  seat  ih  that  body. 
Thus  did  the  House  of  Representatiyes  spam  the.  enactments  which  the 
Prendent  declared  valid. 

The  report  of  the  committee  sent  to  Kansas  to  asoertam  facts  appea^ 
ed  to  set  all  cavil  at  rest ;  and  the  free-State  men  of  the  territory  and 
their  advocates  in  Ck>ngress  and  in  the  States  determined  to  enoonnter 
the  horrors  of  civil  war  rather  than  submit  to  this  attempt  to  ezteud 
slavery  over  Kansas  by  force  of  arms. 

But  a  difSculty  arose  in  consequence  of  the  unwillingness  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ways  and  Means  to  exercise  the ,  legitimate  functions  whioh 
the  House  possessed.  In  reporting  the  army  appropriations!  they  placed 
the  whole  amount  in  the  bands  of  the  President,  without  restrietion, 
instead  of  declarii^  that  no  part  of  it  should  be  used  to  transport 
troops  to  Kansas  or  to  sustain  them  in  that  territory.  Thus  did  that 
committee  propose  to  give  the  President  means  to  carry  on  the  ciffl 
war. 

Older  members  of  the  House  were  dissatisfied  with  this  action  of  the 
committee,  and  when  the  bill  came  under  debate,  Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio, 
chairman,  on  being  publicly  interrogated,  reluctantly  declared  that  he 
would  not  look  at  sectional  daffiadtus  vfJkUe  Ugislating  far  the  anwiUty. 
But  an  amendment  was  proposed  limiting  the  appropriation  so  as  to  re- 
strict th.e  President  frSm  using  the  army  for  the  subjugation  of  Kansas. 
This  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  bill  passed  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives ;  but  the  Senate  disagreed  to  this  restriction,  and  the  bill  was 
finally  lost  on  this  disagreement 
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The  feellog  of  bostility  which  had  grown  up  on  the  part  of  tlie 
Sooth  towards  the  North,  was  manifested  by  the  dictatorial  bearing 
of  southern  members.  It  had  been  confirmed  and  strengthened  by 
yielding  np  rights  and  intoneitB  on  the  part  of  northern  membeiB 
until  siavebolding  RepresentattTts  regarded  tiianselTes  as  the  superian 
of  those  from  the  free  States.  They  found  it  impoesible  to  maintain 
an  intellectual  superiority  whenever  northern  mernb^^  boldly  ooih 
fironted  them  ;  yet  Mr.  Butler,  of  South  Carolina,  a  man  nsuafly  of^ 
gentle  demeanor,  was  quite  impatient  of  opposition  upon  questions 
touching  slavepy.  Whenerer  the  institation  came  under  debate  he 
assumed  a  dictatorial  tone,  spol^e  disrespectfully  of  his  opponents,  and 
on  matters  relatii^  to  Kfuisas  he  became  offensiye  to  those  who 
opposed  him. 

Mr.  Sumner,  of  Maesachnsetts,  was  erudite  and  always  gentlemanly. 
He  had  the  advantages  .of  a  fine  education,  improved  by  travri  in 
fhreign  countries.  A  man  of  pnre  morals,  proud  of  the  noble  State  of 
which  he  was  a  Representative,  and  devoted  to  the  cause  of  progress  and 
hnman  elevation ;  he  devoted  all  his  energies  to  the  dischaige  of  official 
duly. 

On  the  20th  May,  he  delivered  a  speech  on  the  bill  authorizing  the 
people  of  Kansas  to  form  a  constitutibn  and  State  government,  a  part 
oi  which  was  in  reply  to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Butler  on  the  same  subject; 
No  one  4oQbtcd,  nor  did  Mr.  Sumner  deny,  that  he  intended  such  a 
rebuke  to  Mr.  Butler  as  would  admonish  that  gentleman  of  the  propriety 
of  obserring  a  respectflil  courtesy  towards  his  opponents  ;  yet  no  friend 
d  Mr.  Butler  or  of  slavery  charged  Mr.  Sumner  with  overstef^ing 
the  bounds  of  order,  or  of  strict  parliamentary  rules  in  his  remarks  ;  but 
they  were  forcible,  indeed  withering  towards  Mr.  Butler,  who  had  ren- 
deied  himself  subject  to  the  severest  criticism.  The  force  of  his  logic  and 
the  obvious  justice  of  his  allu8i<Kis  were  wounding  to  the  pride  of  South 
GaaroHna  :  her  Representatives  were  said  to  have  held  a  consultation  on 
the  subject.  Their  Senator  and  State  had  been  placed  m  an  unenviable 
position,  and  the  question  appeared  to  be  how  they  were  to  wipe  out  the 
stain? 

Unfortunately,  they  believed  in  the  practice  and  habits  of  the  South, 
and  instead  of  maintaining  the  intellectual  conflict,  they  had  recourse  to 
physioal.  violence. 

Mr.  Brooks,  attended  by  Mr.  Keitt,  both  armed,  entered  the  Senate 
diamber  aft^  the  a^oumment  of  the  22d  May.  Mr.  Sumner  remained 
at  his  desk  engaged  in  writing,  with  a  few  other  Senators  who  were  also 
engaged  at  their  desks,  as  was  usual    Brooks  approached  Mr.  Sumner 
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in  front,  with  a  beayy  cane  in  his  hand,  saying  :  '<  I  have  read  yonr 
speech  ;  it  is  a  libel  on  my  State  and  Mr.  Butler,  who  is  a  relatiye  of 
mine/'  at  the  same  instant  striking  hini.  Snmner  attempted  to  rise ; 
a  second  blow,  faUuif^  witii  fiill  force,  prostrated  him,  at  t^e  same  time 
depriying  him  of  consdonsness.  As  he  lay  paralyzed  and  appaientiy 
lifeless.  Brooks  proceeded  to  inflict  farther  blows,  while  Eeitt,  with  a 
pistol  in  one  hand  and  a  cane  in  the  other,  ordered  the  spectators  to 
stand  back.  Mr.  Crittenden,  of  the  Senate,  and  Mr.  Murray,  of  tiie 
House,  being  present^  sdzed  Brooks  and  remoyed  him ;  while  Mr. 
Morgan,  of  the  House,  protected  the  apparently  lifeless  body  of  Sumner 
from  further  outrage. 

Perhaps  Massachusetts  and  Soath  Caiolma  were  never  more  faithfully 
represented  than  by  Mr.  Sumner  and  Mr.  Brooks.  The  one  was  intelli- 
gent, gentlemanly  and  kind,  holding  that  all  contests  were  to  be  dedded 
by  reason,  by  the  judgment  and  conscience ;  the  other  holding  that 
Tiolence,  physical  force,  the  duella,  or  battle-field,  was  the  proper  resort 
of  gentlemen  and  of  nations.  The  ideas  of  the  one  were  refined  and 
pure  ;  the  other  adhered  to  the  barbarism  of  former  ages.  Indeed,  this 
distinction  was  equally  well  defined  between  the  people  of  the  free  and 
slaye  States. 

On  the  morning  following  this  assault,  Mr.  Wilson  called  the  attention 
of  the  Senate  to  the  outrage  which  had  been  perpetrated  upon  the  sena- 
torial sanctity  of  that  body. 

Mr.  Seward  moyed  a  resolution  of  inqiiiry  and  the  appomtment  of  a 
Gonmiittee.  The  resolution  was  adopted,  but  every  member  of  the 
committee,  five  in  number,  were  Democrats ;  no  Senator  opposed  to  the 
Administration  was  appointed.  This  outrage  qpon  parliamentary  usage 
was  as  great  as  the  personal  assault  on  Mr.  Sumner.  But  the  facts  were 
so  well  known  that  the  committee  could  neither  nusunderstand  nor  mis- 
represent them,  although  they  referred  to  the  speech  of  Mr.  Sumner  as 
the  cause  of  the  attack.  As  Mr.  Brooks  was  a  member  of  the  House 
of  B«presentatiyee,  a  copy  of  the  report  was  transmitted  to  that  body 
for  its  action. 

But  before  this  report  was  made  to  the  Senate,  Mr.  Campbell,  of 
Ohio,  offered  to  the  House  of  Bepresentatlyes  resolutions  of  inquiry  m 
relation  to  this  yiolation  of  the  pritileges  of  the  Senate  by  a  member  of 
the  House.  The  consideration  of  these  resolutions  was  opposed  by  Mr. 
Clingman  and  Mr.  Craig,  of  North  Carolina  ;  Mr.  Smith  and  Mr.  Letcher, 
of  Yirginia.  ^he  Speaker,  howeyer,  decided  that  tiie  resolutions  w»e 
priyil^ed  under  parliamentary  law,  and  entitied  to  immediate  considera- 
tion.   From  this  decision  Mr.  Clingman  appealed ;  and  every  member 
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firom  the  slave  States  voted  against  the  decirion,  together  with  Messrs. 
Day,  of  Ohio  ;  English,  of  Indiana  ;  Florence,  of  Fennsjlyama  ;  Fuller, 
of  Maine  ;  Marshall,  of  IHinois ;  MQkr,  of  Indiana,  and  Talk,  of  New 
York.  Bnt  the  Speaker  was  sustained  by  a  large  majority,  and  the 
committee  was  appointed,  and  on  the  2d  Jane  made  a  fhll  report  of 
facts,  accompanied  by  a  resolution^  expelling  Mr.  Brooks  from  the 
Hoose. '  This  report  was,  however,  signed  by  Messrs.  Campbell,  Pen- 
nington and  Spinner ;  whfle  Messrs.  Cobb  and  Greenwood,  belon^ng 
to  the  democratic  party,  made  an  elaborate  report,  conclading  with 
the  resolation  that  the  Honse  of  Bepresentatives  had  no  jurisdiction  of 
the  case. 

On  the  10th  June,  resolations  from  the  L^islatore  of  Massachusetts 
were  presented,  stating  the  rights  of  each  State  to  be  represented  in  the 
Senate,  and  the  sanctity  of  the  persons  of  Senators  while  thos  representing . 
their  States,  and  in  dignified  language  deprecating  the  late  outrage 
upon  one  of  her  Senators. 

Similar  resolutions  were  received  from  the  Legislatures  of  Rhode 
Island  and  Connecticut,  they  being  in  session  at  the  time. 

Mr.  Sumner  being  confined  by  his  wounds,  Mr.  Butler  replied  to 
the  speech  of  Mr.  Sumner.  To  this  Mr.  Wilson,  while  his  colleague 
was  yet  prostrated,  rejoined  in  an  able  manner.  Mr.  Evans,  of 
South  Carolina,  also  spoke  upon  the  subject.  Mr.  Douglas,  of  Illinois, 
spoke  only  in  excuse  of  himself  for  not  interfer&g  at  the  time  of  the 
assault,  as  his  objed  ndght  have  been  mseonsinud,  Mr.  SlideU,  of 
Louisiana,  declared  that  he  heard  the  blows,  but  fdt  fu>  interest  in  the 
matter.  Mr.  Toombs,  of  Georgia,  openly  justified  the  assault.  To  these 
remarks  Mr.  Wade,  of  Ohio,  responded  with  earnestness,  declaring  the 
assault  "  assassinlike  and  cowardly."* 

On  the  9th  July,  the  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
resolutions  and  report  of  the  committee  expelling  Mr.  Brooks.  Mr. 
Ciingman,  of  North  Carolina,  argued  that  the  attack  was  a  mere  assault 
and  battery,  of  which  the  House  could  take  no  jurisdiction.  Mr.  Bingham, 
of  Ohio,  replied  with  great  force  ;  and  after  further  debate  the  vote  was 
taken  upon  expelling  Brooks,  and  stood  121  in  the  affirmative  and 
95  in  the  negative.    All  th^  members  from  the  slave  States,  assisted  by 

•  As  Mr.  Toombe  had  JvMiJted  the  UMolt  which  Mr.  Wade  pronomiced  eowa/rdlf^  memben 
expected  that  Toombs  would  ohallenfe  him ;  but  be  did  notb 

Mr.  Brooks  challenged  Senator  Wilson,  who  repUed  that  the  mdhd  feeling  of  his  SUte  would  not 
Justify  him  In  meeting  an  opp<ment  in  a  duel ;  but  the  people  expected  him  to  d^end  Mmu^. 
Thb  he  expected  would  eaU  out  an  attack  upon  the  itreel,  and  he  prepared  for  it.  Indeed,  tha 
feeUog  now  ran  so  high  that  teveral  Senators  and  Repreeentatires  carried  anns  upon  their  persona 
wherever  they  went. 
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Messrs.  Florence,  CadwaDader  aad  J.  Gkocy  Jones^  of  Penoflylraua ; 
Denver,  of  Cklifoniia  ;  Eoglidi,  of  Indiana,  and  Marsball,  of  Illinois, 
▼oted  in  the  n^^tive  ;  whOe  bU.  the  other  members  from  the  free  Stales 
TOted  in  the  affirmative. 

There  being  less  than  two^hirdB  iu  the  affirmatiTe,  the  resolntioBS 
were  lost.  After  the  vote  was  declared,  Mn  Brooks  addressed  the 
Hoose,  by  common  consent,  for  an  hour,  endeaToring  to  justify  his  bar* 
barons  violence  in  oonseqoenoe  of  Mr.  Samiier's  speech.  When  he  closed 
be  declared  that  he  had  already  sent  his  res^atkw  to  the  Governor  of 
his  Bute. 

On  the  following  day  the  House  proceeded  to  consider  anothedr  reso- 
lution reported  by  the  committee,  for  dxpelli&g  Mr.  Keitt  for  the  part  he 
had  borne  in  the  affair,  which  being  so  amended  as\o  express  the  dis- 
approbation of  the  Hoose,  was  adopted  by  a  laig^  majority,  and  that 
gwtleman  thereupon  resigned  his  seat. 

Thus  ended  the  public  debate  concerning  a  transaction  which  greatly 
disparaged  our  Qovemment  with  foreign  nations,  involving  the  people  of 
the  free  States  in  that  low  degree  of  civilisation  which  only  belonged 
to  the  slaveholding  portion  of  the  nation ;  but  the  recollection  of 
those  scenes  will  long  remain  deeply  impressed  upon  the  monory  of 
those  who  witnessed  them. 
'  The  general  indignation  of  the  northern  people  became  intennfied 
when  it  was  found  that  Mr.  Sumner  continued  unable  to  attend  his 
duties  in  the  Senate.  He  was  subjected  to  painful  operations  at  the 
hands  of  the  most  eminent  medical  men  of  Eurc^.  He  was  temporarily 
paralyzed,  and  suffered  exceedingly  for  nearly  two  years  before  he  was 
able  to  resume  his  official  duties. 

The  natural  result  of  these  outrages  was  the  formation  of  political 
parties  upon  the  question  of  slavery  and  jfreedom.  Indeed,  the  necessity 
for  such  political  organization  was  so  obvious  that  few  persons  appeared 
to  doubt  its  propriety,  when  the  first  session  of  the  thirty-fourth  Coq> 
gresB  adjourned. 

But  that  body  having  failed  to  pass  any  bill  making  appropri- 
ations for  the  army,  the  President  called  the  members  together  by  pro- 
clamation, for  an  extra  session  ;  and  a  sufficient  number  of  northern 
members  now  united  with  the  Committee  of  the  House  to  pass  a  bill 
giving  the  President  both  funds  and  army  for  the  subjugation  of  Kansas, 
and  the  bill  in  that  form  became  a  law. 

Long  before  the  adjournment,  the  people  began  to  move  in  favor 
of  a  general  political  organization  preparatory  to  the  coming  presi- 
dential canvass.     The  "Americans"  or  "Know  Nothings,'^  were  to 
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meet  at  Philadelpbia,  and  the  leaden  of  the  free-soil  party  called  a 
meeting  of  their  friends  to  be  held  in  Pittsburg  at  the  same  time.  The 
Ammcaos  were  imable  to  nmte  upon  anj  platform  in  regard  to  slavery  ; 
and  the  Free^oilers,  after  consideration,  passed  resolutions  declaring 
their  principles  apd  expresshig  a  desire  tiiat  all  who  held  those  doctrines 
would  meet  in  national  oonventioa  lor  the  nomination  of  candidates  for 
President  and  Vice-President. 

Soon  after  a  general  call  for  a  conyention  appeared,  inyiting  "  all  who 
were  opposed  to  the  repeal  of  the  Missonii  Compromise,  to  the  eztenr 
sion  of  slavery,  in  fayor  of  admitting  Kansas  as  a  fret  State,  and  in 
fayor  of  restoring  the  Grovemment  to  the  prindpks  avowed  by  Washings 
km  and  Jefferson,  to  meti  at  PhiladdipkiaP 

This  restoration  of  the  Goyemment  to  the  doctrines  of  onr  revola- 
tionary  fathers,  had  constitated  the  theme  (tf  contemplation  by  Mr. 
Adams  and  his  associates  since  183t.  No  refoimation  short  of  adopting 
those  doctrines  was  regarded  by  them  as  of  any  importance.  And  this 
call  was  intended  to  carry  oat  that  ol^eet 

The  conyention,  in  point  of  nnmbers  and  of  moral  character,  was 
equal  to  any  that  had  oyer  met  in  the  United  Statea 

At  Philadelphia,  on  the  18th  June,  aj>«  1856,  the  Kepublicaa 
party  was  formed  upon  the  principles  explicitly  enunciated  in  the  reso* 
Uitions  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy  : 

"  Resohed,  That  the  mahitenance  of  the  principles  promulgated  in 
the  Declaration  of  Independence  and  embodied  in  the  Federal  Consti- 
tution are  essential  to  the  preseryati<ni  of  our  republican  institutions ; 
and  the  Federal  Constitution,  the  rights  of  the  Staia  and  the  wnon  of 
the  States  shall  be  preserved, 

**  Resolved,  That  with  our  republican  fitthers,  we  hold  to  the  self* 
eyident  truth,  that  all  men  are  endowed  by  theur  Creator  with  equal 
and  inalienable  rights  to  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness. 
That  the  primary  object  and  ulterior  design  of  instituting  our  Federal 
Ooyernment  was  to  secure  the  enjoyment  of  these  rights  to  all  persons 
under  its  exclusiye  jurisdiction.  That,  as  our  republican  fathers,  when 
they  had  abolished  slayery  in  all  our  national  territory,  ordained  by  the 
Constitution  that  no  person  shall  be  deprived  oflife^  liberty  or  property 
vjifhofkt  due  process  oflaio,  it  becomes  our  duty  to  maintain  this  proyision 
agniust  all  attempts  to  violate  it ;  and  to  prevent  the  establishment  of 
slavery  in  any  territory  of  the  United  States  by  positive  legislation, 
prclilbiting  its  existence  therdn :  And  we  deny  the  constitutional 
authority  of  Congress,  of  a  territorial  legislature,  or  of  any  indiyidual 
or  association  of  individuals  to  give  legal  existence  to  slavery  in  any 
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territory  of  the  United  States,  while  the  present  Oonstitiition  shaU  be 
maintained."^ 

There  were  also  other  resolutions  relatiye  to  Kansas,  to  the  "  Ostend 
Manifesto,"  and  to  polygamy  in  Utah ;  but  the  two  which  we  have 
quoted  show  the  primal  irmtks,  the  eistniial  danewfs  on  which  the 
founders  of  the  rq>ublican  party  based  their  claims  for  support. 

These  resolutions  were  intended  to  inyoke  a  distinct  and  unmistakable 
issue  with  all  who  held  to  the  necessity  of  corruption,  or  fraud,  or 
oppression  in  our  American  Goyemment.-  The  writer  whUe  serving 
in  Congress  had  publicly  called  on  southern  men  to  acknowledge 
or  deny  these  doctrines  ;  but  he  had  never  been  able  to  obtain  from 
a  slaveholder  or  a  sympathizer  with  slavery  a  direct  answer  to  the 
question. 

The  adherence  of  those  who  founded  the  republican  organization  to 
the  doctrines  enunciated  was  well  expressed  by  a  subsequent  vote.  The 
Americans  or  Know  Nothings  of  New  York,  had  appointed  a  large  and 
respectable  conunittee  to  meet  a  similar  committee  from  the  Republican 
Convention,  in  order  to  agree  upon  terms  by  which  the  Americans  and 
Republicans  could  ifiiite.  The  committee  had  come  from  New  York  for 
that  purpose,  and  were  in  the  convention  when  Oovemor  Morgan,  of 
that  State,  proposed  to  appoint  a  corresponding  committee  on  the  part 
of  the  Republicans  to  meet  them. 

To  this  it  was  olgected  that  the  Republicans  had  proclaimed  their 
doctrines,  which  were  immutable,  and  no  committee  could  change  them. 
If  the  "  Americans"  maintained  those  doctrines,  they  would  of  course 
vote  with  the  Republicans  ;  if  they  did  not  hold  to  them,  they  could  not 
and  ought  not  to  support  them.  Nor  could  any  Republican  vote  for 
any  man  who  denied  these  essential  principles,  and  Oovemor  Morgan's 
proposition  was  laid  upon  the  table  with  but  little  opposition. 

The  convention  having  assumed  the  name  of  "  Republican  "  as  its 
party  designation,  and  nominated  John  C.  Fremont  as  its  candidate  for 
President,  and  William  L.  Dayton  for  Vice-President,  acyoumed. 

But  this  assertion  of  primal  truths  as  the  basis  of  the  organization  was 
novel  to  the  politidans  of  the  old  parties.  Messrs.  Clay,  and  Webster, 
and  Calhoun,  and  Cass,  and  other  statesmen  had  discarded  this  policy,  and 
its  adoption  now  was  regarded  by  their  admirers  as  an  imputation  upon 
the  wisdom  which  those  great  men  were  supposed  to  possess.     All 

*  Til*  lint  of  these  refolntioiii  was  penned  bj  Hon.  PreeUm  King;  the  Utter  wm  written  by  the 
author  In  his  library,  ftt  Jefferson,  Ohio.  Mr.  King  and  the  witter  were  both  on  the  committee 
appointed  to  report  reiolations  and  platform  to  the  coayentlon,  and  these  were  adi^ted  by  onaniF 
mo«s  TOte  of  the  committee,  asd  in  conTention  there  was  not  a  dissenting  vote. 
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admitted  the  doctrines,  bat  many  denied  the  policy  of  adopting  them. 
Some  said  the  ''  self-evident  truths  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence'' 
were  admitted  bj  both  the  democratic  and  whig  parties.  Leading 
Democrats  in  the  free  States,  in  public  and  in  private,  asserted  that 
their  party  held  them  firmly  as  Bq[>ablicans.  Bat  the  more  ex- 
perienced men  of  that  day  admitted -that  in  practice  both  of  the  old 
parties  denied  them. 

There  was  much  difficulty  encountered  firom  that  pride  of  opinion  which 
is  natural  to  the  human  intellect.  Old  politidans  who  had  grown  grey 
in  maintaining  the  policy  of  a  national  bank,  a  protective  tariff,  and 
distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  pubUc  lands,  could  not  nnclerstand  how 
these  should  be  laid  aside  and  the  primal  doctrines  of  government  be 
resorted  to  as  the  basis  of  a  party  organization.  Men  who  had  always 
assailed  their  opponents  as  the  only  argument^  in  favor  of  themselves, 
could  not  understand  why  the  platform  of  any  party  should  fail  to  attack 
those  who  opposed  it. 

T^e  result  of  the  election  placed  James  Buchanan  in  the  Executive 
Chair  ;  but  all  saw  that  his  success  had  been  achieved  by  t^^e  united 
support  of  northern  men,  who  dared  not  deny  the  doctrines  enunciated 
by  the  Republicans;  or  that  the  slaveholders  practically  repudiated 
tiiem.  It  was  also  well  understood  that  the  democratic  party  could 
only  be  held  together  by  the  enunciation  of  some  principle  on  which 
all  could  unite. 

The  American  or  Know  Nothing  party  had  now  sunk  in  political  death, 
and  only  two  parties  were  before  the  nation  :  of  these  the  republican 
only  avowed  essential  doctrines  as  its  basis. 

When  the  thirty-fourth  Congress  reassembled  in  December  ^^^^^ 
for  its  third  session,  it  seemed  admitted  by  all  that  the  Republi- 
cans had  become  a  political  power  in  the  nation.  Their  scattered  forces 
had  been  collectedi  their  principles  had  crystallized  into  definite  form, 
and  the  members  of  that  organization  felt  full  assurance  of  soccess  at 
the  Presidential  election  of  1860. 

The  civil  war  in  Kansas  continued ;  property  was  destroyed,  buildings 
were  burned,  men  were  slain,  and  skirmishes  fought  in  order  to  establish 
slavery  therein. 

The  President's  annual  message  gave  ample  evidence  of  the  feelings 
of  his  party.  Former  Executives  had  been  accustomed  to  express  with 
great  dignity  their  views  upon  important  questions  of  pduy  and  of 
grvntipU;  but  Mr.  Pierce  now  descended  from  his  official  position  to 
read  lectures  to  the  people  for  discussing  theur  rights :  and. he  assailed 
those  State  Legislatures  who  passed  laws  for  protecting  the  liberties 
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of.  their  pfeople ;  and  falsely  charged  the  anti-slaTerj  men  with  ngh 
tatipg  the  emancipatioa  of  soathern  slaves.  This  misrepresentation  waa 
conatantlj  repeated  bj  men  in  office  and  politicians^  so  far  as  to  becoma 
evident  that  they  intended  to  falufy  the  historic  record  m  regard  to  it. 
The  message  was  criticised  with  great  freedom  ;  the  right  of  the  people 
to  discuss  whatever  subject  entered  into  the  administration  of  govern- 
ment was  maintained,  and  all  attempts  to  usurp  undel^ated  authority 
by  tlie  Executive  was  denounced  ;  the  uitruthfiil  assertions  in  the  mes- 
sage were  exposed,  and  the  President's  friends  were  called  on  to  vindi- 
cate him  against  these  charges  of  official  mendacity. 

In  the  Senate,  Mr.  Hale  reviewed  the  message  with  deserved  severity 
and  with  consummate  ability.  In  that  work,  Senators  Wilson,  of 
Massachusetts,  and  Trnmbdl,  of  Illinois,  engaged  with  a  zeal  becoming 
patriots  ;  while  the  press  of  the  country  repelled  his  attacks  upon  the 
peof^e  for  speaking  their  sentiments,  (kclaring  them  new  and  without 
precedent. 

In  the  message  the  whole  snlgect  of  our  Kansaa  difficulties  was  open- 
ed up  foi^  debate.  The  (|[aestion  of  extending  slavery  was  again  pre- 
sented, and  the  issue  between  the  parties  on  that  subject  was  rendered 
'unmistakable.  This  ^as  the  first  fundamental  issue  ever  formed  be» 
tween  the  political  parties  of  our  nation.  Although  the  leaders  of  the 
whig  party  in  1844  professed  opposition  to  the  extension  of  slavery, 
they  had  not  dared  to  proclaim  it  as  a  principle  in  their  national  pla^ 
form.  Such,  too,  was  the  case  when  the  Democrats  were  about  to  annex 
Texas  :  Indeed,  the  joint  resolutions  in  &vor  of  that  measure  were  intro- 
duced both  in  the  Senate  and  in  the  House  of  Representatives  by  Whigs, 
bat  now  the  republican  party,  representing  the  principles  enunciated  at 
its  formation,  stood  compactly  and  immovably  opposed  to  this  leading 
doctrine  of  the  democracy. 

^^^ .  The  reopening  of  the  African  slave  trade  was  much  agitated  in 
the  cotton-growing  States.  The  Oovemor  of  Alabama,  in  hiH 
message,  called  attention  of  the  Legislature  to  this  subject,  and  it  was 
said  that  several  cargoes  of  slaves  had  been  recently  imported  by  its 
dtizens:  Individuals  boasted  of  having  followed  that  barbarous  traffic, 
declaring  that  the  laws  of  the  United  States  against  it  could  not  be 
enforced  within  any  slave  State.  Soathern  men  insisted  that  slavery  was 
right  and  proper  ;  that  the  Federal  Government  was  bound  to  support 
it :  and  taking  this  as  the  predicate,  they  declared  that  it  was  for  the 
interest  of  the  cotton  States  to  increase  the  number  of  their  slaves, 
asserting  with  great  confidence  that  if  slavery  be  right,  the  slave  trade 
could  not  he  wrong. 
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On  the  15th  December,  Mr.  Etheridgej  of  Tennessee^  olfered  a  resolo- 
tioiiy  declaring  **  the  AMcan  slave  trade  to  be  shocking  to  the  moral 
sense  of  the  civilized  portion  of  mankind ;  and  that  any  act  of  Congress 
conniving  at,  or  l^aliadng  that  horrid  and  inholnan  traffic  wonld  justly 
snbject  the  Government  and  citizens  of  the  United  States  to  the  reproach 
and  execration  of  all  Christian  people  throughout  the  civilized  world." 

Southern  members  opposed  the  introduction  of  the  resolution,  but  it 
was  finally  brought  to  a  vote,  and  adopted  by  152  to  5*7,  only  one  mem- 
ber &om  the  free  States,  Mr.  Florence,  of  Pennsylvania,  voting  with 
the  slaveholders,  while  Messrs.  Etheridge  and  Zollicoffer,  of  Tennessee; 
Smith,  of  Alabama ;  and  Eeimett,  of  Missouri,  sustdned  the  resolu- 
tion. The  feeling  against  the  slave  trade  became  so  strong  that  several 
members  who  had  voted  for  it,  at  the  time  of  which  we  are  speakingi 
took  occafflon  subsequently  to  declare  their  hatred  of  it. 

During  this  last  session  of  the  thirty-fourth  -  Congress,  constant  inti* 
mations  were  thrown  out  in  regard  to  the  settlement  of  the  constitu- 
tional right  of  carrying  slaves  into  our  Territories  by  the  Supreme  Courts 
and  northern  men  were  inquired  of  as  to  the  surrender  of  their  opinions, 
provided  the  Supreme  Court  should^  decide  in  favor  of  that  measure.* 
But  no  one  appeared  to  understand  the  allusion. 
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CHAPTER  XXVII. 

SUBSERVIENCT  OF  THI  SUPREMS  COURT— COITSTITUTIOK  OF  KANSAS — FBXSI- 
dent's  message — ^POLITICAL  PRINCIPLES — "  AMISTAD"  SLATES — CONSTITO* 
TION  OF  KANSAS  BEJECTED — ^WALKER's  SZPEDmON — CLAIMS  FOB  DEPORTED 
SLAVES — RIGHT  OF  VISITATION. 

yggft  An  important  incident  in  ''  the  regime  of  slavery"  traiiBpired 
soon  after  the  adjournment  of  the  thirty-fomrth  Congress.  The 
important  and  well-defined  principles  of  the  Republican  party  needed  no 
explanation,  no  vindication.  They  were  not  only  "self-evident,''  but 
they  constituted  the  distinct  and  emphatic  doctrines  on  which  the 
Government  had  been  founded,  without  the  maintenance  of  which  it 
must  cease  to  be  that  established  by  our  fathers. 

The  result  of  the  Presidential  election  showed  clearly  that  the  demo- 
cratic party  of  the  North  dared  not  take  issue  upon  those  doctrines, 
and  had  escaped  defeat  only  by  claiming  them  as  thesr^own;  while 
the  southern  wing  of  that  organization  distinctly  and  emphatically  denied 
the  existence  of  those  "  self-evident  truths.'' 

^g^.  All  now  appeared  to  see  the  overthrow  of  the  democratic  party, 
unless  some  effective  movement  were  made  to  prevent  the  on- 
ward progress  of  the  republican  organization.  To  effect  this  olgect^ 
recourse  was  had  to  the  Supreme  Court.  A  majority  of  the  members  <tf 
that  tribunal  were  slaveholders,  and  at  least  one  pf  the  noitelaveholding 
members  was  believed  to  be  as  anxious  to  involve  the  free  States  in  the 
crime  of  sustaining  slavery,  as  were  hn  fellow-judges  of  the  South.*  A 
case  was  made  up  by  counsel  in  Missouri,  stating  that  a  n^^  womany 
accompanying  her  master,  who  was  a  military  officer,  by  whom  she  was 
held  a  slave,  gave  birth  to  a  child  while  living  in  the  Louisiana  puf> 
chase  north  of  86  deg.  80  min.  north  latitude,  and  subsequently  moved  to 
and  resided  in  Missouri.  The  child  had  been  named  "  Dred  Soott^"  and 
having  arrived  at  mature  age,  sued  for  his  fireedom.  The  case  was  cai^ 
ried  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  and  during  the  month 
of  March,  that  tribunal  took  up  the  subject,  and  after  bearing  it  elabo- 
rately argued,  very  gravely  decided,  that  **  although  the  language  wed 
in  the  Declaration  oi  Independence  was  broad  enough  to  indode  the 
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whole  human  fiBuoaily,  and  if  used  in  a  sunilar  instniment  at  this  day 
would  be  so  understood';  yet  kutory  in/anns  iw  that  sooh  was  not  their 
intention  ;  they  did  not  include,  nor  did  they  intend  to  embrace,  colored 
persons,  the  descendants  of  African  slayes,"  and  they  proceeded  to  de- 
dare    **th(U   black  men  had  no  rights  thai  whUe  men  vtere  bowid  U 

This  denial  of  the  essential  truths  announced  in  the  Declaration  of  In- 
pendence,  astonished  the  people  of  the  free  States.  But  the  barbarous 
doctrine  that  white  men  were  not  bound  to  reqiect  the  right  of  black 
.  flRen  to  Uve^  awakened  among  the  people  an  intense  abhorrence  not  merely 
of  the  principle  but  of  the  men  who  enunciated  a  doctrine  so  rerolting 
to  Ghrisijanity.  The  people  beUeved  the  blac^  man's  rights  to  life  as 
sacred  as  that  of  the  white  man. 

The  intentional  killing  of  black  men  was  uniTersaUy  beliered  in  the 
free  States  to  be  miurder;  yet  it  was  well  known  that  the  Federal 
GoYemment  had  sent  our  %nny  to  Florida,  where  they  butchered  inno- 
cent men,  women,  and  chfldren  because  they  were  black..  Indeed,  the 
reader  will  recollect  that  men  were  shot  down  in  the  State  <tf  Pennsyl> 
▼ania  under  the  fugitiYe  act.  They  were  shot  by  deputy  marshals  of 
the  United  States  in  Pennsylyania  and  in  Ohio,  and  in  eyery  slaye  State 
the  nnster  was  authorised  to  skiy  his  bondman  if  he  resisted  the  master's 
barbarous  brutality.  And  in  aU  the  ootton-growing  States  they  were 
driven  so  hard  at  labor  as  to  render  the  average  life  of  persons  after 
reaching  manhood  but  seven  years,  and  on  the  sugar  plantations  but 
five  years.*  It  was  therefore  necessary,  in  order  to  vindicate  the  insti- 
tution, for  the  Court  to  assert  this  doctrine,  revolting  as  it  was.  But 
when  that  tribunal  assumed  that  the  signers  of  the  Deckration,  in 
asserting  that  all  men  were  endowed  by  their  Creator  with  inalienable 
xightr  to  life  sad  Kberly,  intended  to  assert  only  that  all  white  men  were 
entitled  to  these  prerogatives  of  the  human  soul,  the  people  at  once 
charged  ignorance  upon  the  Court  rather  than  iqpon  Jeiferson  and 
Adams  and  Franklin  and  their  associates. 

That  distinguished  tribunal,  however,  became  so  excited  as  to  assert 
the  undufguised  falsehood  that  *' history  showed  thai  the  iigners  of  the 
Dtelaraiion  regarded  Uadc  men  as  having  no  rights  thai  white  men  were 
bannd  to  respect." 

This  decision,  however,  recognized  one  essential  doctrine  of  the  anti- 
riavery  men.  They  had  ever  averred  that  the  Dedaration  of  Indo- 
poadence  asserted  the  principles  of  the  Gov^pment,  and  that  the  Oon- 
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■titntion  was  to  be  so  constnied  as  to  cany  oat  the  essentiai  principleB 
of  the  Dedaratioii  of  Indepeodence.  Bat  this  had  been  denied  by 
Boathem  atatesmen  and  by  leading  Democrats  of  the  North.  The 
Court,  however,  felt  the  necessity  of  admitting  this  dootrine,  and  wen 
onable  to  find  any  warrant  for  slarery  onder  the  Federal  Ooyemment, 
except  by  an  attempt  to  show  that  the  signem  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence  failed  to  express  theur  own  views,  bat  asserted  doctrines 
direcily  opposed  to  those  wkick  the^  entertained. 
1858.1         -^^^  decision^  howerer,  shocked  the  public  conskcienoe.    It. 

seemed  to  satiisify  the  pnblic  mind  that  men  who  had  sq  far  vitiated 
their  own  moral  natures  as  to  hold  thek  fellow-men  in  degrading  bond- 
age, would  even  pervert  the  trath  of  history  in  order  to  vindicate  th«r 
own  conduct.  The  dedsion  aroosed  a  spirit  of  investigaticm  and  of 
independent  thought  among  the  peofde. 

Upon  its  publication  slaveholders  and  northern  Democrats  hastened  to 
adopt  it  as  tiie  platform  of  their  moral  and  political  faith,  and  thus  was 
the  great  issue  between  the  Republicans  and  Democrats  distinctiy  formed 
and  placed  unmistakably  upon  the  records  of  the  nation.  The  right  of 
all  men  to  live,  and  to  that  liberty  which  is  necessary  to  cherish  and. 
sustain  life,  had  been  asserted  by  the  republican  Convention,  and  was 
now  as  emphatically  denied  by  the  democratic  organization  north  and 
south.  It  was  an  issue  bro^d  as  human  nature,  eternal  as  the  will  of 
the  Creator.  Tet  from  the  formation  of  this  issue  some  professed 
Republicbns  were  dissatisfied.  They  had  belonged  to  the' whig  party, 
had  embraced  the  doctrine  so  long  adhered  to  by  the  leaders  of  that 
organization,  "  that  no  political  party  could  soooeed  upon  well  defined 
principles;"  '' that  the  peof^  were  not  sufficiently  enlightened  and  vir- 
tuous to  maint4iin  theur  own  liberties,  or  to  mShsm  to  truth  and 
justice  as  the  basiiB  of  govenmiental  organization/'  and  "therefoce 
iiyustioe,  wrong,  and  even  corruption,  were  neoeesary  to  the  mppori 
of  owr  Crovenment,^  They  labored  to  convince  those  who  had  long 
endeavored  to  oi^anize  a  party  upon  the  doctrines  of  the  Dedaration  of 
Independence,  that  such  an  organizalaon  eoM  not  eueoeed.  They  sfh 
peared  nnwilling  to  admit  that  Clay,'  and  Webster,  and  Ewing,  and 
Ctorwin,  and  Fillmore,  had  been  in  error  in  their  efforts  to  placate  the 
dave  power  instead  of  rensting  it.  And  while  they  were  strugg^iqg  to 
ooQvince  Republicans  of  what  they  deemed  errors  of  poUcy,  they  found 
themselves  construned  to  practise  the  doctrines  which  they  theor^ieally  ' 
deprecated. 

The  perS6ns  elected  by  slaveholders  from  Missouri  and  other  slave 
States  to  constitute  the  Le^pslatare  of  ELansas  passed  an  act  authorizing 
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the  dection  of  delegates  to  a  conyeation  for  forming  a  State  constitatioii 
and  goYemment.  The  people  generally  reteed  to  recognize  those  men 
as  possessii^  any  power,  and  regarding  the  enactment  as  Toid,  refosed  to 
appear  at  the  polls  or  to  vote  for  delegate.  Of  course,  those  who  were 
pro-elarery  were  elected,  and  a  slaveholding  constitution  was  framed. 
But  at  this  point  a  difBlcully  was  discoTered.  The  framers  of  this  pro- 
slayerj  constitution  became  convinced  that  the  people  of  Kansas  would 
never  adopt  it  if  it  were  submitted  to  them  for'approyal,  and  they  pro- 
ceeded to  declare  it  absolutely  the  constitution  of  that  State  ;  and  it 
>  was  transmitted  to  the  President,  for  the  purpose  of  being  laid  before 
Congress  preparatory  to  admisdon  to  the  Federal  Union. 

At  the  assembling  of  the  thirty-fifth  Congress  there  was  more  intense 
feeling  throughout  the  United  States  in  r^ard  to  Kansas  than  bad 
existed  at  any  former  day. 

The  "  American"  or  "  Know  Nothing  "  party  had  disappeared,  and 
many  Democrats,  who  had  left  their  "jMirty  to  attach  themselres  to  this 
novel  association  returned  to  their  democratic  friends,  and  a  majority  of 
members  of  the  House  were  now  obedient  to  the  dictates  of  the  slave 
power.    James  L:  Orr,  of  South  Carolina,  was  elected  Speaker. 

President  Buchanan's  first  annual  message  was  characterized  by  an 
elaborate  argument  in  fkvor  of  admitting  Kansas  under  the  shiveholding 
constitution  which  had  been  adopted  by  the  Convention,  but  not  by  the 
people.  He  referred  to  the  fact  that  the  constitution  of  Kansas  secured 
to  tiie  master  his  property  in  slaves,  according  to  the  then  recent  *'  ded-. 
sion  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  the  dictates  of  jtuHeel'^  Indeed,  the 
general  tone  of  the  message  recognized  slavery  as  just  and  righteous, 
exhibiting  the  entire^VDtion  of  the  President  to  the  institution. 

Mr.  Douglas,  of  Illinois,  and  many  other  Democrats,  had  given  _g^ 
the  public  to  understand  that  they  did  not  believe  in  the  despo- 
tism manifested  hj  the  Convention  in  Kansas.  They  insisted  that  the 
people  had  the  right  to  pass  judgment  upon  a  constitution  which  was.  to 
bind  them  and  their  children  to  an  indefinite  period  of  time.  But  the 
message  of  the  President  showed  them  clearly  that  support  of  this  slave- 
holding  constitution  was  to  be  the  test  of  democratic  orthodoxy. 

On  referring  the  message  to  aj^propriate  committees  in  the  Senate,  Mr. 
Douglas  took  occasion  to  say  that  he  differed  from  the  President  on  tiie 
point  alluded  to  ;  and  Mr.  Stuart,  of  Michigan,  declared  his  diesent  from 
the  President's  views ;  while  Mr.  Davis,  of  Missisdppi,  sustained  the 
F)!esident.  Other  members  were  drawn  into  the  debate,  and  it  became 
evident  that  a  rupture  of  the  democratic  party  must  take  place  from 
the  afptation  ^of  this  question.    Southern  oligarchs  never  permitted 
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their  allies  to  falter  at  any  doctrine  or  principle  which  the  slave  power 
had  adopted  ;  and  the  more,  experienced  statesmen  foresaw  that  t^e  hesi- 
tation of  Mr.  Donglas  in  adopting  the  Lecompton  Constitntion,  without 
permitting  the  people  to  express  their  opiniiHis  npon  it,  wonld  exdade 
him  from  southern  siqjportfor  the  Prendencj. 
.  In  the  Hoose  of  Representatites  the  message  was  critidsed  with 
severitj.  It  was  debated  at  length,  analyzed,  dissected,  and  its  moral 
and  political  deformities  exposed.  The  President,  in  former  times,  iiad 
served  both  in  the  Hoose. of  BepresentatiYes  and  m  the  Senate,  when 
silent  and  qoiet  sabmission  to  the  dictation  of  sUveholders  was  practised  ;  • 
bat  he  had  been  absent  from  the  United  States  fonr  years,  and  aj^ieared 
onconsdons  of  the  progress  of  public  sentiment  dnring  that  tune,  and  his 
message  had  been  far  better  adapted  to  the  tweniy-Mih  than  to  the  thtrtf- 
fifth  Congress. 

The  public  mind  was  now  absorbed  with  the  dif&culties  in  Kansas. 
Emigrants  from  every  free  State  resided  there.  They  had  left  behind 
them  relatives  and  IHends,  who  sympathized  with  them  in  their  strug- 
gle fbr  freedom.  They  sent  to  Kansas  provisions,  money,  arms  and 
ammunition,  tents  and  all  the  paraphernalia  of  war ;  while  most  of  the 
southern  States  continued  to  send  men  and  arms  to  maintain  the  bar- 
barous code  of  slave  laws  enacted  by  the  military  usurpers ;  and  civil 
war  continued  to  desolate  that  devoted  country. 

At  an  early  period  of  the  session,  Mr.  Douglas  introduced  to  the 
Senate  a  bill  authorizing  the  people  of  Elansas  to  adopt  a  State  consti- 
tution and  form  of  government.  Resolutions  were  also  adopted,  calling 
on  the  President  for  copies  of  all  correspondence  in  relation  to  Kansas 
not  previously  reported.  % 

_^.  In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Mr.  Banks,  frxnn  the  Com- 
mittee on  Territories,  reported  a  similar  bill.  Other  bills,  having 
the  same  (Ayect  in  view,  were  also  reported.  These  bills  were  debated, 
and  questions  relating  to  the  extension  of  slavery,  lis  moral  character 
and  its  pecuniary  bearings,  w^e  for  some  two  months  the  theme  of 
remark. 

The  Legislature  of  Ohio,  in  view  of  the  difficulties  into  which  the 
democratic  party  was  being  precipitated,  adopted  resolutions  declaring 
their  confidence  in  the  President,  tHeu*  adherence  to  the  Cincinnati  Plat- 
form ;  then,  denouncing  the  Lecompton  Constitution  as  unwise  and 
unfortunate,  and  asserting  that  every  constitution  ought  to  be  submitted 
to  the  people,  they  called  on  the  Senators  and  Representatives  from 
that  State  to  oppose  the  admission  of  Kansas  under  the  Lecompton 
Constitution. 
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The  incongniitj  of  these  resolntioiui  aflbrded  a  rich  theme  for  com- 
ment ;  yet  they  showed  that  the  democratic  party  coald  not  stand 
together  on  the  issue  which  had  been  formed  between  them  and  the 
Bepablieans. 

The  Legislatare  of  Tennessee,  anzioas  to  egress  the  Yoice  of  her 
people,  adopted  resolutions  condemnatory  of  Senator  Bell,  of  that  State, 
for  his  course  in  r^ard  to  Kansas,  and  instructing  her  Senators  and 
requesting  her  Bepreaentatiyea  to  exert  their  influence  for  the  admissiim 
of  Kansas  upon  the  Lecompton  Constitution. 

Mr.  Douglas  now  stood  in  avowed  opposition  to  the  President  and  his 
policy  in  relation  to  Kansas.  Senator  Stuart,  of  Michigan,  and  Senator 
Broderick,  of  Califomia,  also  took  position  with  Mr.  Douglas.  The  last 
named  Senator  was  a  man  of  great  boldness  and  possessed  a  high  order 
of  talent.  He  frankly  and  fearlessly  maintained  his  position  against  the 
combined  0{^K)sition  of  the  party  to  which  he  had  belonged,  and  finally 
fell  a  martyr  to  his  integrity  of  purpose.  He  was  killed  in  a  duel  with 
Judge  Terry,  of  Califomia,  and  in  his  last  moments  declared  that  he  was 
murdered  *^  because  of  his  opposition  to  a  corrupt  Administratum  a/nd  ike 
extension  of  slavery  y 

On  the  20th  January,  the  President  transmitted  to  the  two  Houses 
of  Congress  copies  of  the  Lecompton  Constitution  and  other  documents 
connected  with  the  formation  of  a  State,  govemment. 

The  issues  now  being  made  up,  the  supporters  of  slavery  and  the 
advocates  of  liberty  ranged  themselves  oii  opposite  sides  in  well  defined 
order,  while  a  class  of  politicians,  calling  themselves  Conservatives, 
appeared  uncertain  to  which  army  they  belonged  ;  they  appeared  to  be 
vibrating  between  right  and  wrong,  ^'  preferring  heaven,  but  choosing 
hen." 

Others  Joined  the  B.epublicans,  acted  with  them,  but  were  at  all  times 
anxious  to  induce  that  party  to  abandon  its  principles  and  bring  its 
members  back  to  the  support  of  the  exploded  policy  of  the  whig  party, 
of  acting  in  opposition  to  the  democratic  organization  without  referring 
to  essential  principles  for  their  guide.  This  class  of  politicians  proved 
more  dangerous  to  the  Government  than  its  open  enemies.  Incapable 
of  understanding  the  force  of  moral  truth,  or  of  appreciating  the 
omnipotence  of  justice  ;  they  ^  at  all  times  expressed  the  conviction 
that  success  must  depend  on  shrewdness  of  management ;  that  sound 
policy  might  require  injostice  to  individualB  and  classes  or  to  sections, 
or  it  might  require  fraud  and  deception  to  carry  it  out ;  that  it  mi^ 
even  require  bribery  and  corruption  to  maintain  the  Qovemment 

These  men  were  regarded  by  the  experienced  statesmen  of  that 
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day  as  political  infiddB,  destitute  of  ibe  first  reqaiflites  rf  patriotie 
politidaDB. 

No  aooner  liad  the  issues  been  My  settled  in  regard  to  Kansas,  than 
Hon.  Frederick  F.  Stanton,  of  Tennessee,  a  Democrat,  long  a  member 
of  Congress  and  more  recentlj  Secretary  for  the  Territory  of  Kansas 
published  an  address  to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  declaring  that 
the  real  dif&cnhy  had  risen  from  the  unlawful  inyasion  of  the  territory 
and  the  usurpation  of  its  goTemment  by  military  force.  These  outrages 
had  been  approved  by  Mr.  Douglas  ;  at  least  he  had  insisted  that  the 
enactments  of  the  usurping  L^^iskiture  were  vaUd :  Indeed,  he  had 
expressed  no  disapproval  of  the  mHitaiy  myasion  of  the  territory,  and 
the  fact  that  Stanton  now  stood  &irly  upon  the  grounds  as^tuned  by 
Republicans  concerning  Kansas  served  to  discourage  the  leaders  of  the 
democratic  party. 

Mr.  Stanton  had  resided  in  Kansas,  was  well  acquainted  with  tfie 
popular  voice,  and  in  his  address  declared  that  a  large  portion  of  the 
people  were  determined  never  to  recognize  the  invaders  as  their  legitimate 
rulers,  and  he  confirmed  the  reports  concerning  frauds,  oppression  and 
despotism  practised  upon  the  people  of  the  territory. 

This  publication  fh>m  the  pen  of  a  southern  man  of  high  moral  and 
political  standing  was  a  severe  blow  to  the  dominant  party.  Hon. 
Thomas  L.  Harris,  of  lUmois,  a  member  of  the  House',  of  Representa- 
tives, who  had  been  elected  to  Congress  as  a  Democrat,  came  out  boldly 
denouncing  the  invasion  of  Kansas,  the  usurpation  of  its  govemmeiit, 
and  repudiating  all  political  fellowship  with  men  who  sustained  these 
outrages.  Others  in  public  life  and  thousands  in  private  life  now 
abandoned  the  democratic  party  and  joined  the  Republicans  because 
of  their  unchanging  principles  of  liberty  and  justice. 

As  men  now  saw  almost  the  entire  time  of  Congress  occupied  in  some 
form  of  notation  concerning  slavery,  they  lost  confidence  in  the  predic- 
tion of  Messrs.  Clay,  and  Webster,  and  Calhoun,  and  Cass,  and  Folk,  and 
Pierce,  and  Buchanan,  and  all  those  leaders  who  had  represented  that  the 
gag-rules,  the  censure  of  members,  the  annexation  of  Texas,  the  Mexican 
war,  the  payment  of  Texas  debts,  the  Fugitive  Slave  act,  and  the  repeal 
of  the  Missouri  Compromise  was  to  jolence  agitation.  Each  of  these 
incidents  had  greatly  weakened  the  influence  of  the  free  States,  and  had 
strengthened  that  of  the  slave  States  ;  and  the  agitation,  at  first  slight, 
had  now  crystallized  into  civil  war^  which  threatened  a  dissolution  of 
the  Union :  And  the  prediction  of  Mr.  Adams  and  his  assodaj^es  in 
1843  had  thus  far  been  UteraUf  fulJUkd. 

To  hide  these  facts  from  the  great  body  of  the  people  was  now  the 
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oliSfeet  tor  wUch  the  slaye  power,  the  democratic  party  and  manj  old 
Whigs  appeared  to  labor.  Indeed,  some  professing  to  have  embraced  the 
rqmbUcan  faith  labored  assidnonslj  and  others  insidiously  to  bring 
republican  doctrines  into  disfayor.* 

The  whig  partj  held  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  to  be  of 
binding  yaliditj  on  all  departments  of  goyemment,  while  the  demo- 
cratic party  corr^tly  asserted  that  eyery  oA^t  sworn  to  snpport 
the  Federal  Oonstitution  mnst  act  on  his  own  judgment,  and  could 
not  be  controlled  by  the  opinion'  of  any  judge  or  officer  against  his 
ovm  ttmoidions.  The  doctrines  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  case  of 
Dred  Scott  were  examined  with  great  ability,  and  the  philosophy  of 
human  goyemments  was  more  fully  brought  before  the  people  than 
at  any  former  day.  Statesmen  insisted  that  He  who  created  the  earth 
and  ordamed  the  laws  by  which  its  fhuts  were  produced,  had  imparted 
to  men  the  appetite  and  imposed  upon  them  the  duty  of  obtaining 
those  firuits :  That  He  who  created  the  seasons  had  giyen  to  men  the 
means  of  proyiding  protection  agamst  the  storx&s  of  heayen  ;  had  made 
it  their  duty  to  obtain  raiment  and  habitation.  That  to  say  the  Creator 
had  imposed  these  duties  upon  men  without  *g^ying  them  the  inherent 
and  imprescriptible  right  to  that  liberty  which  is  necessary  to  obtain 
tks^  would  be  an  impeachment  of  the  ChFeator's  justice,  and  downright 
infidelity.  They  asserted  that  it  was  "  self-eyident "  that  eyery  human 
bdng  possessed  the  right  to  enjoy  the  light  of  the  sun,  to  breathe  the 
air  of  heayen,  to  satisfy  his  hunger  from  the  firuits  of  the  earth, 'so  long 
as  he  forbears  to  interfere  with  the  rights  yested  in  other  persons. 
They  insisted  that  these  rights  and  necesaities  are  not  giyen  nor  im- 
posed by  human  constitntions,  or  human  laws,  or  human  goyemments  ; 
bat  by  the  Creator ;  and  that  human  goyemments,  constitutions  and 
laws  should  recognize  these  rights  as  constituting  a  part  of  the  Diyine 


*  Hob.  ThomM  Corwto,  cf  Ohio,  had  been  GoTemor  of  that  State,  a  Beprewntattre  and  a  Sena* 
ter  la  Oongrees,  and  more  reeentty  Secretary  of  the  Treaeoiy  nnder  Mr.  VUhnore.  On  profeasinc 
to  hold  r^ohUoan  doetrinea  he  wae  nominated  for  OongreM.  He  attended  a  State  republican  con- 
▼ention,  and  was  cUalrman  of  the  Comndttee  on  Beaolotlonfl;  The  committee  reported  resolatione 
modUled  In  their  tone  from  the  platform  adopted  at  Philadelphia.  Soon  a«  the  regular  bnalnew  of 
the  ooarention  waa  completed,  Mr.  Odrwln  waa  called  on  for  an  addreik  He  complied,  and  ipent 
three-foQXtha  of  an  hour  in  efforts  to  oonrince  Bepoblisanf  of  the  diytj  of  ea46h4mg  and  r«t/wrf^ 
i»g,^AgUi>06  ila^te.  The  writer  wna  next  called,  and  he  ipent  an  equal  amount  of  time  In  ridl- 
eullng  and  holding  up  to  public  contempi  erery  "  bJoodhound  "  who  chased  negroee,  whether  on 
two  «r  four  kgi. 

Subeequently,  Mr.  Oorwin  wae  reported  to  liare  boldly  denied  the  cnential  truth  that  the  natural 
ilgbli  of  manldnd  to  life  and  liberty  were  derived  from  the  Creator.  He  wae  reported  to  hare  said 
fbaX*'aU<ntrHffht$  are  derived /h)mffUam§§UmMML^  V»  tUe  the  writer  replied  fai  a  letter 
to  a  friend,  which  waa  publiihed ;  and  the  editor  of  the  pi^er  firing  Mr.  Oor«lB*e  ipeech  then 
atated  tiiat  it  had  been  trroneou^iy  r$parUd. 
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Will :  That  iayaaioQ  of  tiliese  rights  miut  of  neoesedity  constitBte  ertM€^ 
whether  such  inTaeton  be  by  iadividBalB  or  by  mea  associated  in  the 
legislative  or  execatiye  admmistratioii  of  gOYenunents.  They  asserted 
that  religion  and  philosophy  blended  and  onited  in  snpport  of  these 
principles,  and  that  the  duties  of  Ohristaans  and  philosophers,  statesmen 
and  jurists  were  precisely  the  ssme  in  regBxd  to  theot 

These  doctrines,  held  by  all  trae  Republicans,  were  opposed  and  denied 
by  all  slaycholders  and  northern  Democrats :  But  the  GonserrativeSy  as 
they  were  called,  would  neither  adnnt  nor  deny  them ;  but  generally 
bore  themselves  in  such  manner  as  to  indnce  RepublicaDS  to  believe  they 
held  to  them,  and  at  the  same  time  cause  the  Democrats  to  'bdieve  th^ 
denied  them. 

186S]  ^^  ^^  character  was  Mr.  Crittenden,  of  Kentucky.  He  was 
an  honest  man  of  the  sdiool  alhided  to.  He  had  been  a  contem- 
porary of  Mr.  Clay,  and  held  the  policy  which  that  statesman  maintained. 
He  was  eloquent  and  able  :  and  his  constant  efforts  at  compromise  arose 
from  the  conviction  that  deception  and  firand  and  oppression  were  neces- 
sary to  save  the  Government.  He  introduced  an  amendment  to  the  bill 
for  admitting  EJansas  with  its  slavehoiding  constitution.  His  amend- 
ment provided  in  substance  that  Kansas  should  be  admitted  under  the 
Lecompton  GonstitudoD,  provided  her  people  should  at  a  subsequent 
election  vote  in  favor  of  adopting  it. 

This  amendment  was  in  accordance  with  MnDougW  views,  and 
every  Republican  in  the  Senate  voted  for  it :  But'  as  the  Senate  was 
strongly  democratic,  the  amendment  was  njected;  the  bill  passed  and  was 
sent  to  the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  Constitution  of  Kansas  in  Article  1,  Section  iTy^dedared  that 
''the  right  of  property  is -before 'and  higher  than  any  oonstitatiQnal 
sanction,  and  the  right  of  an  aumer  of  a  slave  to  snck  slave  amd  Us  m»- 
crease  is  the  same  and  is  as  inviolate  as  the  right  of  the  owner  of  any 
property  whatever  J' 

The  antagonism -between  this  provision  in  the  Lecompton  Constitutiott 
of  Kansas  and  the  American  Declaration  of  Independence  was  so  dear 
and  unmistakable  that  no  intelligrat  mind  could  misapprehend  the  issue. 
Yet  republican  Senators  had  voted  for  this  amendment,  which  if  adq>ted 
would  admit  Kansas  as  a  slavehoiding  State. 

The  debate  in  the  House  of  Representatives  was  long,  able  and  groatiy 
embittered  by  the  violations  of  faith  which  had  repealed  the  Missouri 
restriction  of  slavery  ;  yet,  the  fundamentfd  principle  which  denies  the 
right  of  men  to  enslave  their  fellows  constituted  the  issue  on  which  the 
parties  were  contending. 
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Thie  amendment  of  Mr.  Crittenden  was  now  pressed  in  private  conTeF- 
sation  upon  the  Republicans  of  the  Honse,  as  the  only  means  of  defeat- 
ing the  bill.  It  was  nothing  more  nor  leas  than  a  compromise 'be- 
tween slavery  and  freedom.  But  for  its  adoption  in  the  House  most 
Bepublicans  were  anjdons,  under  the  conviction  that  it  would  defeat  the 
Senate's  bill. 

At  length  the  Senate's  bill  came  up  for  hearing.    The  writer     w^gg^ 
moved  its  rejection  :  Against  this  motion  all  the  members  from 
the  slave  States  voted,  together  with  the  following,  from— 

OoKVXcncuT.  .    Messrs.  Arnold,  Bishop,  and  Olark, 3 

New  Yore.    .        "       Clarke,  John  Cochrane,  Corning,  Haskins, 
Hatch,  Kelly,  Madaj,  Russell,  Searing, 

Sickles,  Taylor,  and  Ward, 12 

Nkw  Jkrsbt.  •        "       Adrain,  Huyler,  and  Wortendyke,    .    •    .    S 
Pknkstlvania*        "       Ahl,  Dewart,  Dimndck,  Gillis,  J.  Olancy 
Jones,  Owen  Jones,  Landy,  Leidy,  Mont- 
gomery, Phillips,  and  White,    .    .    .    .11 

Ohio.    ...        '*       Bums,  Cox,'  Groesbeck,  Hall,  Lawrence, 

Miller,  and  Pendleton,    ......    t 

Indiana.     .    •        "       Davis,  English,  Foley,  Gregg,  Hughes,  and 

Niblack, 6 

Ilunois.     .    .       '**       Marshall,  Morris,  and  Shaw, S 

Oaufornu.     .  .      "       McKibbin  and  Scott, 2 

These  forty-seven  northern  Democrats,  with  the  slaveholders  of  all 
parties,  constituted  the  negative  vote  on  the  motion  to  reject  the  bill, 
making  in  all  IS?,  while  the  affirmative  indoded  the  whole  republican 
force,  amounting  to  95  votes  ;  and  the  motion  failed  by  a  minority  of 
forty-seven.  Maine,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  Vermont,  Mich^au, 
Wisconsm  and  Iowa  furnished  no  vote  agamst  the  rejection  of  this  bill. 
After  the  failure  'of  this  motion,  Mr.  Montgomery,  of  Pennsylvania, 
offered  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Crittenden  as  a  substitute  for  the  bill,  and 
it  was  adopted  by  120  ayes  to  112  noes.  The  bill  being  thus  amended, 
passed  the  House  and  was  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence.  The 
Senate  rejected  the  amendment,  as  was  expected.  A  committee  of  con- 
ference after  much  labor  agreed  upon  a  substitute  for  the  bill,  which  was 
fiSally  passed.  By  it  the  constitution  was  returned  to  Kansas  for  adop- 
tion by  the  people.  But  as  it  was  well  understood  that  most  of  the 
people  of  Kansas  were  in  favor  of  a  free  State,  there  was  but  littie 
chance  for  its  adoption :  Tet  the  friends  of  African  bondage  in  the 
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Senate  continaed  to  press  the  matter  of  slayery  in  Kansas  upon  the 
consideration  of  that  body. 

The  admission  had  been  defeated  against  the  combined  influence  of 
the  slaye  power  and  the  democratic  party,  aided  by  the  Execntive,  who 
declared  that  "  Kansas  was  as  mnch  a  slaye  State  as  Geoigia  or  South 
Carolina.'' 

jgg^.         The  Legislatnre  of  New  York  haying  passed   resolntions 
against  the  admission  of  Kansas  as  a  slaye  State,  transmitted 
them  to  Senator  Seward,  who  presented  them  to  the  body  of  which  he 
was  a  member. 

The  Bepnblicans  became  still  more  confident  after  this  defeat  of  the 
slaye  power.  But  althoogh  the  great  body  of  4;hat  party  were  hostile  to 
the  institution  of  slayery  upon  political  and  economical  principles,  there 
were  oomparatiyely  few  who  regarded  it  a  erime,  or  asserted  that  lifb 
and  liberty  were  "gifts  of  Ood,''  lying  behind  and  aboye  hnman  enact- 
ments :  While  the  framers  of  the  Lecompton  Constitution  did^  not 
hesitate  to  assert  that  "  the  right  of  property  in  slayes  ezbted  before, 
and  was  higher  than  any  constitutional  sanction  :"  Indeed,  this  moral 
phenomenon  manifests  itself  throughout-  the  history  of  the  American 
Goyemment.  The  adyocates  of  oppression,  of  despotism  and  crime, 
haye  eyer  exhibited  a  boldness  that  almost  commands  respect :  while 
the  adyocates  of  liberty,  justice  and  Christianity  haye  been  modest, 
retiring  and  diffident. 

This  defeat  of  the  slaye  power  was  more  deeply  felt  J}j  southern  men 
than  was  generally  understood.  After  the  exclusion  of  slayery  from 
California^  the  supporters  of  that  institution  looked  to  Kansas  as  the 
remaining  source  from  whence  to  add  another  slaye  State  to  the  Union. 
That  haying  failed,  they  seemed  to  comprehend  their  situation.  They 
fdt  that  they  were  to  be  rapidly  dwarfed  in  political  power  and  inflo- 
enoe,  preparatory  to  the  final  extinction  of  human  bondage. 
186B.1  Laboring  under  these  gloomy  forebodings,  the  adyocates  of 
slayery  appeared  to  feel  that  spirit  of  desperation  which  usually 
precedes  the  oyerthrow  of  men  and  of  nations.  They  now  spoke  boldly 
of  secession  ;  of  separating  from  the  free  States,  and  gaye  distinct  indi- 
cation^  of  that  subsequent  uprising  in  fayor  of  oppression,  which  will  in 
ooming  time  form  one  of  the  most  astonishing  incidents  in  the  history  of 
nations. 

The  President,  in  his  annual  message,  had  again  recommended  an 
appropriation  from  the  public  treasury  to  compensate  the  Cuban  slaye* 
dealers,  who  professed  to  own  the  people  on  board  the  Spanish  schooner 
''Ajnistad.''    This  reoommendation  was  regarded  by  many  northern  . 
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members  as  insulting  to  the  people  of  the  free  States.  It  was  so  treated  in 
the  House  of  Bepresentatiyes.  Mr«  Leach,  of  Michigap,  a  devoted  friend 
of  liberty,  made  an  expose  of  its  absurdity,  and  a  democratic  Committee 
on  Foreign  Affairs  in  the  House  conMgned  this  recommendation  of  the 
President  to  the  same  silent  repose  to  which  northern  petitions  had  been 
committed  in  former  days.  This  was  the  fourth  time  that  the  Executire 
had  pressed  upon  Congress  the  propriety  of  appropriating  the  money  of 
the  people  to  sustain  this  Cuban  slave  trade  ;  but  the  rising  of  those 
Africans,  and  assertion  of  their  liberty,  was  so  palpably  just,  so  eyidently 
in  accordance  with  the  law  of  nature,  that  Executire  influence,  aided  by 
that  of  the  slave  power,  could  not  subject  the  people  of  the  free  States 
to  the  humiliation  of  paying  the  piratical  slavedealers  for  the  loss  of 
their  victims.' 

But  the  Senate  treated  the  message  with  gre&ter  TGBped.  Mr.  Mason, 
of  Yirginia,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  grantr 
ing  full  indemnity  to  those  slavedealers  :  And  so  zealous  was  the  author 
of  the  bill  for  its  passage,  that  he  obtained'a  vote  making  it  the  special 
order,  for  a  day  certain  at  the  next  session,  when  it  was  to  override  all 
other  business  ;  but  learning  the  repeated  fate  of  that  measure  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  being  aware  that  Messrs.  Seward,  Sumner 
and  Hale  were  prepared  to  resist  its  passage,  he  failed  to  call  it  up  for 
debate,  and  this  fovorite  measure  of  the  slave  power,  after  a  struggle  of 
nearly  twenty  years,  slept  in  silence. 

While  these  incidents  were  transpiring,  the  people  of  Kansas  had 
elected  del^ates  to  ja  convention  for  the  purpose  of  framhig  a  free  State 
government.  The  convention  met  at  Topeka,  and  agreed  upon  a  con- 
stitution. The  Legislature  passed  resolutions  in  favor  of  admission 
upon  this  constitutlpn,  and  transmitted  the  resolutions  to  Congress. 
Tliey  were  respectfully  received  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  the 
statw  of  the  territory  in  regard  to  slavery  appeared  to  be  established, 
although  the  slave  power  interposed  every  obstacle  that  could  delay 
its  admission  as  a  State. 

The  advocates  of  human  bondage  now  realized  their  condition. 
California  was  free:  AU  efforts  to  create  a  war  with  Spain,  in 
order  to  obtain  Cuba,  had  failed,  and  the  Ostend  Manifesto  had 
fallen  into  apparent  contempt.  The  last  and  greatest  effort  to  extend 
slavery  into  Kansas  had  been  defeated,  notwithstanding  the  entire 
influenqe  of  the  Executive  and  of  the  democratic  party  had  been  ear- 
nee  tly  exerted  .in  favor  of  the  measure :  and  it  was  evident  that  no 
frurther  extension  of  the  institution  withm  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States  could  be  hoped  for :  The  dav^  power  found  its  energies  par»- 
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lyied,  its  infloeaoe  dlanpated,  and  its  prestige  lost.  The  popular  feel- 
ing  of  the  free  States  had  been  avakened  to  its  moral  and  politicai 
crimes :  yet  its  derotees  determined  on  one  more  effort  to  extend  the 
institntion  and  increase  its  power  for  n^aintaining  a  separate  and  inde* 
pendent  goTemment,  before  leaving  that  which  had  so  long  protected 
and  cherished  it. 

^g^.  An  expedition  to  Central  America  for  the  purpose  of  conquest 
was  now  agitated  among  the  people  of  the  siaTe  States.  That 
coontrj  was  w^  adapted  to  daye  labor.  The  people  were  supposed  to 
be  somewhat  effeminate,  and  unprepared  to  defend  themselves  against 
an  invadmg  force.  William  Walker,  of  Alabama,  appeared  to  be  the 
master-spirit  of  this  piratical  foray  upon  an  Imdfending  people  :  while 
many  leading  men  of  the  slave  States  were  said  to  be  active  in  aiding 
him  with  men  and  money  to  carry  out  his  design.  Indeed  so  fblly 
were  the  people  of  the  slave  States  identified  with  this  unlawful  and 
unauthorized  invasion  of  Central  America,  that  no  man  of  the  South 
was  known  to  oppose  it.  ^e  subject  was  openly  approved  and  encou- 
raged by  some  of  the  southern  newspapers,  whfle  it  is  not  known  that  a 
paper  in  either  of  the  slave  States  openly  condemned  it.  It  was  said  by 
Walker,  and  believed  by  the  public,  that  he  held  conversations  with  the 
Preodent  and  other  high  officers  of  Government,  stating  to  them  his 
intentions ;  and  Walker  himself  asserted  that  he  had  the  Ptesident^s 
tacit  consent  to  fit  out  the  expedition,  which  was  a  most  palpable 
violation  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  as  well  as  of  the  hiw  of  nations. 
He  went  so  &r  as  to  publish  what  appeared  to  be  a  correspondence 
between  himself  and  the  Federal  Executive  on  the  sulject,  and  which  is 
yet  uncontradkted  by  President  Buchanan  :  but  the  popular  disgust  of 
the  North  became  apparent.  The  northern  press  upoke  out  manfully  in 
condemnation  of  all  who  aided  or  approved  of  this  outrage  upon  inte^ 
national  as  well  as  municipal  law :  and  the  President  appeared  to  fe^ 
constrained  to  make  an  eflfiort  to  suppress  the  movement.  Whether 
this  effort  was  made  in  good  faith  or  not,  is  a  question  which  the  writer 
is  not  authorized  to  pass  upon,  but  it  is  due  to  the  truth  of  history  that 
he  should  say  the  President  at  that  tune  could  not  have  suppressed  this 
expedition  gotten  up  among  a  people,  all  of  whom  were  in  favor 
of  it. 

It  consisted  of  a  few  hundred  men  and  three  ships.  They  lefb  our 
shores  and  landed  in  Nicaragua.  Walker  issued  a  proclamation  declar- 
ing the  establishment  of  a  new  government,  constituting  slavery  one  of 
Its  essential  elements. 

Ibt  public  indignation  became  so  manifest  after  the  expedition  had 
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departed,  that  the  President  gave  ordem  to  CcMnmodore  Panldiiig  to 
porsne  Walker  and  bring  him  back  to  the  United  States. 

Walker  was  a  man  of*  daring  and  enterprise.  He  was  cmel  and 
despotic.  Bat  placed  in  that  sfcklj  climate,  with  little  food  and  less 
medical  attendance,  his  force  diminished  as  he  adyanoed,  ontil  he  fomid 
himself  nnable  to  proo^  farther.  He  was  soon  snrromided  bj  greatly 
tnperior  numbers,  and  ^pearances  indicated  that  justice  might  speedily 
be  executed  upon  him  and  his  followers. 

In  the  meantime  the  brave  old  commodore,  dreaming  of  no  ^3^^, 
deception,  but  regarding  it  his  duty  to  bring  back  Walker,  and 
having  reached  the  coast,  sent  all  his  disposable  force  in  pursuit,  and 
Walker  and  his  men  w^  rescued  from  the  grai^  of  an  outraged  peo- 
ple, by  the  men  sent  to  arrest  and  bring  them  to  the  United  States, 
in  order  that  justice  m%ht  be  executed  upon  them. 

This  faithful  and  literal  execution  of  orders  by  the  gallant  co^uno- 
dore,  appeared  to  have  been  unexpected  by  the  President,  as  well  as 
by  the  slave  power.  Walker  was  now  m  the  United  States,  and  in 
the  custody  of  their  ofl&cers :  Tet  no  eflBdent  movement  for  his  pun- 
ishment was  made  ;  and  southern  statesmen,  with  oharacteristie  effront- 
ery, charged  both  the  Preodent  and  Commod(»e  Paulding  with  the 
exercise  of  unlawful  authority  in  arresting  Walker  and  his  men  while 
within  the  territory  of  a  foreign  power.  It  was  admitted  that  he  had 
viokted  tite  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  would  have  been  liable  to 
puxnabment  had  he  be^  arrested  on  the  water;  but  inasmuch  as  he 
was  captured  on  Iqnd^  tbey  contended  that  the  whole  proceeding  was 
void,  and  they  demanded  the  discharge  of  Walker  and  his  men. 

The  President,  always  subservient  to  the  slave  power,  directed  the 
disdiarge  of  Wake^  not  because  he  was  innocent,  nor  because  he  was 
not  properly  held  under  the  laws,  but  fbr  the  reason  that  he  had  been 
arrested  on  lamd  and  not  on  water.  The  absurdity  of  the  principle  that 
Walker  ought  to  escape  punishment  because  he  had  been  arr|BBted  within 
another  government  by  consent  of  that  government,  will  at  once  enable 
the  reader  to  compr^nd  both  the  eflDrontery  of  the  slave  power  and 
the  abject  obsequiousness  of  the  Executive. 

The  Senate,  by  resolution,  called  on  the  President  for  such  cozresp 
pondence  and  information  toudiing  the  capture  of  Walker  and  his  men 
by  Commodore  Paulding,  as  might  be  in  possession  of  the  Executive. 
In  answer  to  this  resolution,  the  President  spoke  mildly  of  Walker's 
offence,  and  explicitly  disapproved  of  his  captv/re  on  land.  The  message 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  <m  Foreign  AfiSurs,  of  which  Mr.  Mason 
was  chairman.    He  made  a  report,  eoacnrring  in  the  views  of  the  Presi- 
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dent,  and  strongly  censoring  Commodore  Paulding  for  the  faithful  per- 
formance of  his  duties.  There  was  much  debate  on  this  resolution. 
Blayeholding  Senators  approred  Walker's  expedition,  and  were  there- 
fore unwilling  to  bear  it  denounced. 

The  subject  also  attracted  much  attention  in  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatiyes.  Southern  members  justified  Walker  and  his  expedition,  while 
the  adTocates  of  human  rights  denounced  the  myasion  of  Nicaragua  as 
an  infraction  of  natural  and  of  international  law,  for  the  worse  than 
piratical  object  of  establishing  slayery  therein.  Thej  ridiculed  the  idea 
that  Walker's  capture  on  land  constituted  any  reason  why. he  should  not 
be  punished  :  Showed  that  if  any  one  had  a  right  to  complam  of  the 
force  which  captured  Walker,  it  must  be  the  gbyemment  of  Nicaragua, 
with  whose  consent  the  arrest  was  made:  That  the  guilt  or  inno- 
cence of  Walker  was  not  affected  by  the  plaa  of  Ms  captwre,  and  that 
nothing  short  of  slayeholding  audacity  would  raise  the  objection,  and 
nothing  short  of  abject  seryility  would  admit  the  taUdity  of  such  an 
argument. 

But  these  troubles  to  the  sUye  power  came  not  alone*  As  it  wns 
known  that  shiyes  were  imported  into  the  southern  States,  and  the 
American  Executiye  was  supposed  to  conniye  at  this  crime,  which  our 
nation  and  laws  had  pronounced  "  piracy,'^  the  British  Goyernment  sent 
cruisers  to  the  Oulf  of  Mexico  to  watch  for  piratical  slayedealeis.  These 
cruisers,  while  seeking  for  men  who  had  waged  a  puratical  war  upon  hu- 
man nature,  interrupted  some  suspected  American  merchantmen<so  &r 
as  to  ascertain  that  they  were  "  Americans,"  and  not  "  pirates."  The 
masters  of  these  ships,  on  reaching  the  United  States,  sympathizing 
with  the  slaye  interests,-  made  complaint  of  haying  been  stopped  on  their 
yoyage  by  British  cruisers  who  clahned  to  exerdse  the  "  rigki  of  search/' 
This  right  of  search  claimed  by  England  in  tune  of  war  to  examine  the 
manifests  and  cargoes  of  neutral  powers  had  constituted  one  of  the  prin- 
dpal  causes  of  the  war  of  1812,  and  the  yery  name  was  odious  to  the 
American  people.  The  slaye  power  understood  this  cruisipg in  the  West 
India  seas  and  in  the  Gulf  as  an  imputation  upon  the  "peculiar  instK 
tution,"  and  became  excited,  threatenmg  yengeance  upon  Britain  for 
"  thus  attempting  to  put  down  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,"  as 
Ihey  expressed  it.  The  hereditary  jealousy  and  long  cherished  prejudices 
of  American  sailors  in  regard  to  England  as  a  maritime  power  did  not 
fail  to  exaggerate  eyery  case  in  which  an  American  ship  had  been  yisited 
by  British  officers. 

On  the  14th  May,  Mr.  Bright,  of  Indiana,  presented  »  resolution 
calling  on  the  President  for  any  information  which  might  be  in  his 
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possession  toncbing  encroachments  npon  our  commerce  in  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico.* 

The  President,  in  answer  to  the  resolution,  communicated  such  infor 
mation  as  he  possessed,  and  the  whole  subject  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations. 

On  the  25th  May,  Mr.  Mason,  chairman  of  the  committee,  made  a 
report,  setting  forth  the  doctrine  asserted  bj  Mr.  Stevenson,  our  minis- 
ter at  London,  in  1838,  that  British  cruisers,  while  searching  for  slave- 
dealers  declared  pirates  by  England  and  the  United  States,  have  no 
right  to  intercept  the  progress  of  a  suspected  ship  bearing  the  American 
flag,  even  to  ^certain  whether  it  be  engaged  in  the  slave  trade  or  in 
lawful  commerce. . 

This  doctrine  had  been  met  and  combated  bj  Mr.  Adams  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  apparently  abandoned  by  the  American 
Government  in  1842,  when,  by  the  Treaty  of  Washington,  the  British 
ambassador  not  only  refused  to  acknowledge  the  exemption  of  suspected 
vessels  from  such  inquiry,  but  the  American  Government  agreed  to  fur- 
tush  a  naval  force  to  be  kept  near  the  African  coast  for  the  purpose  of 
suppressing  the  slave  trade. 

It  appeared  clear  to  the  judgment  of  reflecting  men,  that  every  p^^g^ 
master  of  a  ship  who  detested  the  traffic  in  slaves,  would  gladly 
exhibit  his  innocence  whenever  suspected.  It  was  equally  plam  that 
no  nation  who  held  the  slave  trade  in  just  execration,  would  complain  of 
such  interruption  of  its  ships  when  suspected  of  being  engaged  in  that 
inhuman  traffic.  But  it  was  the  intention  of  the  slave  interest  to  resist 
the  exercise  of  this  legitimate  power  and  duty  by  Great  Britain  and  by 
our  own  national  ships,  as  southern  men  were  at  that  time  notoriously 
engaged  in  the  importation  of  slaves  :  and  strange  to  say,  not  a  Repub- 
lican m  the  Senate  uttered  a  word  against  this  arrogant  doctrine,  which 
had  been  so  successfully  resisted  by  Mr.  Adams  eighteen  years  pre- 
viously. On  the  contrary,  Messrs.  Hale  and  Sewaid,  and  Wilson  and 
Wade  united  in  supporting  the  doctrine  contended  for  by  slavedealers 
and  successfully  resisted  by  the  advocates  of  liberty  for  twenty  years 
previously.  The  resolutions  of  Mr.  Mason,  evidently  concocted  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  our  ships  engaged  in  the  slave  trade  from  visitar 
tion  by  British  cruisers,  were  adopted  by  a  unamnums  vote  of  the 
Senate :  and  the  influence  of  that  body  was  prostituted  to  protecting 
the  slave  merchants  of  the  United  States  from  merited  punishment.   . 
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The  sobject  was  also  debated  in  the  House,  where  the  doctrines  assert- 
ed bj  ananimoiis  rote  of  the  Senate  were  characterizea  as  a  code  for  the 
I^otectioii  aod  encouragement  of  "  American  piracj."  In  that  body 
the  doctrines  enonciated  bj  Lord  Palmerston,  and  maintained  bj  Mr. 
Adams^  were  reiterated  and  supported  bj  argument. 

In  a  former  chapter  the  reader  has  been  informed  oi  the  man- 
ner in  which  compensation  was  obtained  for  slaves  d^)orted  by  the 
British  army  and  nayy  after  the  treaty  of  Ghent  had  been  entered  into. 
A  list  of  all  sI%Tes  lost  after  entering  into  that  treaty  was  made  out, 
and  when  compensation  had  been  obtained  from  the  British  Goyemment^ 
notice  was  giren  to  clumants  to  make  proof  of  their  loss  and  receiye 
the  money.  At  this  stage  of  the  proceedings  it  was  found  that  many 
claimants  had  preferred  fraudulent  demands  for  slaves  which  they  had 
not  lost.  These  fraudulent  demands  had  swelled  the  amount  received 
from  the  British  Government  much  above  the  real  loss  of  slaves.  This 
Quplus  remained  in  the  treasury,  and  southern  slaveholders,  emboldened 
by  the  success  of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  ''  Wigo,"  heretofore  men- 
tioned, now  presented  a  list  of  slaves  said  to  have  been  really  lost  at  the 
close  of  the  war  of  1812,  but  not  claimed  until  the  present  session.  Al- 
phia  Jennings  claimed  four  slaves;  Henry  A.  Wise,  one;  Ann  Robin- 
son, one;  Edward  Reed  claimed  a  husband,  wife,  and  four  children ; 
Mary  Martin,  one  slave. 

Mr.  Mason,  of  Yirginia,  presented  the  cbims  and  reported  the  bill  in 
&vor  of  paying  for  them.  He  and  Mr.  Pugh,  of  Ohio,  aigued  in  favor 
of  the  bill.  Mr.  Hale  frankly  avowed  his  hostility  to  the  bUl,  as  it 
acknowledged  property  in  human  JUsh.  Mr.  Hamlin,  of  Makie,  stated 
that  he  was  unable  to  find  sufficient  facts  to  require  him  to  look  into  the 
principles  of  the  claim.  Mr.  Mason  declared  that  Great  Britain  had 
paid  over  the  money,  and  he  did  not  deem  it  necessary  to  debate  tlie 
opinions  of  Mr.  Hal^  as  the  humanitarian  views  of  Great  Britain  noere 
becoming  modified, 

Mr.  Seward,  of  New  York,  said  he  was  a  member  of  the  committee 
who  reported  the  bill,  that  he  had  opposed  it  in  committee,  and  now  op- 
posed it.  He  declared  that  no  condition  of  things^  no  drcwmsia/nces,  no  con- 
siderations,  shoM  induce  him  to  vote  for  any  bill  thai  recognized  property 
in  man.  He  stated  that  he  was  not  prepared  to  admit  that  the  people  or 
government  of  Great  Britain  were  modifying  their  views  in  regard  to 
slavery.  The  bill,  however,  passed  the  Senate  by  a  vote  of  82  to  15. 
Messrs.  Allen,  of  Rhode  Island ;  Broderick,  of  Gallfomia  ;  Doolittle,  of 
Wisconon  ;  Fitch,  of  Indiana ;  Pugh,  of  Ohio  ;  Stuart,  of  Michigan  ; 
and  Wright,  of  New  Jersey,  voting  with  the  slaveholders. 
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In  the  House  of  Bepresentatiyes  the  character  of  these  dauns  was  ex- 
posed  bj  Hon.  PhJtonon  Bliss,  of  Ohio,  a  modest,  retiring  man,  bat  an 
able  and  zealoos  defender  of  tmth  and  justice :  The  bill  was  defeated. 
During  this  debate  Mr.  Qamett^  of  Yirginia,  became  personally  insult- 
ing towards  the  author  for  opposing  the  bilL  He  was  a  fllayeholding 
Yiiginian,  and  Among  the  finst  in  that  State  to  encourage  and  pro- 
mote the  rebellion  which  occurred  two  years  subsequently.* 

*  At  the  cwwnnMHKwnMint  of  fh9  nbeUioii  OanisH  nodnd  a  ltt1ftdlflpfenertl*k  eomodnlon  in 
Ihe  Confedertte  lerTloe,  and  feU  at  the  battte  of  Aatletam,  in  1848. 
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CBAKOX    OF   FOFmjJt   mnniKMT— TRESIDENT'a    KESaiGE-^fHS   '*  AXISFtAD^ 

8LATX8. 

iggg^j  DuRnro  the  reeen  of  the  thirty-fifth  Congress,  tlie  people  of 
Kanflifl  dected  delegates  to  a  oooveiition  for  the  poipoae  of  form- 
iDg  a  constitatioD  and  State  goyemmeiit.  They  met  at  Learenworth, 
and  performed  the  dutj  aangned  them,  adq>tmg  measures  for  demand- 
ing admissioii  to  the  XJnioii ;  and  at  the  reassembling  of  Congress  the 
cause  of  liberty  ^ipeared  move  cheering  than  it  had  at  any  time  daring 
the  preceding  half  oentoiy.  Resistance  to  the  encroachments  of  the 
sla^e  power  had  become  the  sentiment  of  the  northern  people  ;  submis- 
sion to  slaTeholding  dictation  had  become  nnpopnlar  ;  northern  members 
of  Congress  no  longer  tamed  pale  or  trembled  at  the  firowns  or  the 
threats  of  slaTeholders.  Yet  a  class  of  senrOe  politicians  appeared  per- 
fectly nnconsdoos  of  the  moral  and  political  change  that  was  going 
on  around  them.  They  seemed  to  imagine  that,  like  themselves,  the 
world  was  approaching  a  foesiliaed  insensibility. 

There  wcare  also  ambitioas  men,  those  who  had  opposed  the  republican 
organization  until  its  success  became  certain ;  they  then  joined  it  for  the 
purpose  of  being  in  a  majority.  They  could  not  readily  assume  a  leading 
position  in  a  party  which  they  had  long  opposed.  These  men  were 
anxious  for  some  dumge  of  parties  that  would  place  them  more  conspicu- 
ously before  the  poblic  ;  and  it  was  clearly  foreseen  that  the  cause  of 
human  rights  was  to  be  in  far  leas  danger  from  the  slaye  power  than 
from  timid  GonserratiTes  and  ambitious  politicians,  who,  having  long 
served  in  the  whig  and  democratic  parties,  were  anxious  to  resusdtate  the 
ancient  policy  of  those  organizations,  of  avowing  no  moral  truth  or  es- 
sential principle  by  which  political  partisans  were  to  be  judged,  or  to  the 
support  of  which  they  might  be  committed.  This  cbss  of  men  were  look- 
ing at  Presidential  dections^  contemplating  the  means  of  elevating  them- 
selves and  friends  to  office,  while  others  were  toilmg  for  the  reformation 
of  the  Government 

The  President,  in  his  annual  message,  represented  the  excitement  in- 
Kansas  as  dying  away ;  which  was  very  trae,  as  the  armed  forces  of  the 

ye  States  had  left,  and  the  advocates  of  a  free  State  were  quietly 
ing  their  own  happiness.    He  next  asserted  that  there  was  a  gene- 
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ral  aoqnieBoence  in  the  dednon  of  the  Sapreme  Oonrt  that  a  master 
might  carry  his  dayes  at  property  into  any  territory  of  the  United  States, 
and  hold  them  under  the  guardianship  of  the  Federal  Constitation :  And 
then  declared  that  it  had  been  setUed  at  the  last  session  of  Congpress 
that  the  people  of  a  territory  had  the  right  under  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion to  come  into  the  Union  with  Or  without  slayery. 

He  next  avowed  that  all  resLstanee  to  the  usurped  gorernment  in  Kan- 
8a«  had  ceased,  and  that  all  opposition  to  it  had  been  a  resistance  to 
rightful  authority  ;  and  characterized  the  efforts  of  the  people  of  Kansas 
in  faTor  of  the  Topeka  Constitution,  and  against  that  firamed  at  Lecomp* 
ton,  as  graye  errors. 

It  is  no  part  of  the  historian's  duty  to  ezphiin  these  official  statements^ 
and  it  is  beyond  his  power  to  reconcile  them  with  truth  as  demonstrated 
by  acknowledged  facts.  So  far  from  acquiescing  m  the  dedaon  of  the 
Supreme  Court  that  a  master  may  carry  his  slaves  into  any  territory  of 
the  United  States  and  hold  them  under  the  protection  of  the  Federal 
Constitution,  the  feeling  of  hostility  against  the  dedsLcm  was  much 
stronger  than  when  it  was  first  published*  It  was  howeyer  true  that 
resistance  to  the  usurped  authority  in  Kansas  had  nedtaarily  ceased,  as 
no  attempts  to  enforce  that  authority  was  then  being  made. 

But  it  is  due  to  President  Buchanan  to  say,  that  during  the  last  two 
years  of  his  administration  a  strange  hallucination  appears  to  have  be- 
clouded his  intellect.  His  whole  eneigies  were  exerted  to  sq^ress  the 
rising  spirit  of  liberty,  and  to  make  the  people  belieye  that  amid 
dyfl  war  no  discontent  was  exhibited.  His  assertion  that  the  people 
were  reconciled  to  the  dedsion  of  the  Court  declaring  human  beings 
property  was  whoDy  inexplicable.  The  doctrine  had  long  been  urged  by 
the  slaye  power.  It  had  eyer  been  repudiated  by  Ccmgress,  and  at  the 
date  of  this  message  it  was  looked  upon  with  deep  detestation  by  every 
Bepublican*  In  attempting  to  uphold  this  Atheism,  the  Supreme  Court 
had  brought  upon  itself  the  disaj^robation  of  the  people,  and  had  dissi- 
pated its  influence. 

The  President  stated  in  his  message,  that  the  people  of  Kan-  ^^^^ 
sas  had  formed  a  new  constitution,  but  aigued  that  they  ought  not 
to  be  admitted  until  their  population  should  reach  the  number  of  inhabi- 
tants necessary  to  constitute  a  congresfdonal  district ;  nor  did  he  appear 
oonsdous  that  while  the  territory  had  a  far  less  number  of  inhabitants 
he  had  urged  its  admission  under  a  stavehUdmig  constitution,  had  even 
dechired  it  a  **  davehMing  State  as  nmek  at  Georgia  or  South  Ca/roUna.'^ 

The  President  presumed  so  much  upon  his  influence  with  the  people, 
that  he  now  urged  the  acquisition  of  Cuba.    He  had  while  minister  at 
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London  met  other  di^loniatic  authorities  of  the  United  States  at  Ostend, 
and  united  with  them  in  advisng  the  acquisition  of  that  island.  But 
the  advise  was  unheeded,  and  now  he  urged  it  in  his  annual  message. 
There  was  but  one  argument  m  favor  of  this  robbery  of  Spain;  bj  wrest- 
ing fh)m  her  that  rich  island,  it  would  increase  the  power  of  slayery  m 
the  Ooremment,  while  it  would  diminish  that  of  freedom  in  a  corre- 
q)onding  ratio.  But  every  circumstance  tended  to  show  that  the  Presi- 
denVs  bias  in  favor  of  slavery  arose  from  a  paralysis  of  his  moral  sefti- 
bilitles,  and  that  stupid  dogma  of  a  darker  age,  which  fcHrbade  him  to 
c<»knect  moral  duties  with  pollticai  action. 

As  a  further  evidence  of  Mr.  Buchanan's  devotion  to  slavery,  he 
again  reeommended  the  payment  of  money  firom  the  public  treasury  to 
the  slavedealers  claiming  to  own  the  persons  on  board  the  "  Amistad." 
The  anxiety  of  the  President  and  of  the  slave  power  to  obtain  indemnily 
in  this  case,  appears  to  have  arisen  from  the  desire  to  reverse  the 
decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  the  previous  votes  of  Congress  on  the 
subject.  All  of  those  decisions  admitted  that  these  degraded  heathen 
held  from  God  the  same  right  to  live  and  eiyoy  liberty  that  white  men 
possessed.  They  went  so  far  as  to  admit  that  in  slaying  the  captain 
and  cook  in  order  to  regain  theur  liberty,  the  Africans  committed 
no  crime,  "and  were  justly  liable  to  no  punishment.  The  natural  con- 
clusion followed,  that  every  slave  has  the  right  to  liberty,  and  if  he 
can  obtain  it  only  by  slaying  his  master,  he  may  do  so  with  impunity. 
This  was  tiie  doctrine  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  and  of  the 
Government  at  its  formation,  which  the  slave  power  had  long  labored  to 
subvert. 

^gg^.  At  an  early  period  in  the  session,  Mr.  SUdell,  of  LouisiaQ% 
firom  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
acquisition  of  Cuba  ;  and  Hr.  Mason,  of  Yirg^nia,  in  speakmg  upon  it, 
gave  satisfactory  evidence  that  the  democratic  party  were  prepared  to 
respond  to  the  President's  view  on  that  sulgect ;  but  it  was  equaOy 
obvious  that  the  northern  members  of  that  party  were  not  prepared  for 
immediate  action  in  &vor  of  the  measure ;  and  after  a  long  debate,  it 
was  laid  aside  and  never  again  brought  up  for  debate. 

The  capture  of  Walker  and  his  followers  in  Nicaragua  and  bringing 
them  back  to  the  United  States,  appeared  to  be  a  deathrblow  to  further 
conquest  of  territory  for  the  extension  of  slavery,  and  the  friends  of  that 
institution  struggled  hard  during  this  sesmon  to  adopt  resolutions  con^ 
demning  Commodore  Paulding  for  pursuing  Walker  on  land  and  cap- 
turing him ;  bnt  their  efforts  faOed.  Northern  Democrats  began  to  find 
there  was  a  point  beypnd  which  the  people  would  not  be  led  in  support 
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of  dayery.  The  resolatioog  referred  to  were  not  only  rejected ;  but 
others  approying  his  condact,  and  tendering  him  the  thanks  of  Congress 
for  the  faithful  execution  of  his  orders,  were  adopted. 

This  result  appeared  to  exUnguisA  the  last  ray  of  hope  for  the  ^^^^^ 
extension  of  slavery.  Cuba  could  not  be  obtained  ;  conquest  in 
Central  America  could  no  longer  be  hoped  for  ;  and  the  curse  of  human 
bondage  was  limited,  and  its  boundaries  established.  On  erery  side  of 
it  liberty,  triumphant  and  prosperous,  was  rapidly  dereloping  blessings 
to  mankind.  The  age  was  characterized  by  the  progress  of  human 
thought :  Christian  dvilization  was  adyancing.  Obseryation,  experience, 
philosophy  and  religion  combined  to  teach  mankind  that  jusHee  to  all, 
men :  the  enjoyment  of  life,  of  liberty  and  happiness  by  all,  was  the 
design  of  the  Creator  and  the  Intimate  object  <^f  human  goyemments. 

Justice  began  to  assert  her  prerogatiye  in  the  Ooyemment ;  and  the 
fate  of  slayery  appeared  to  be  written  upon  the  taUet  of  the  heayens 
aboye  us,  and  of  nature  around  us.  The  times  seemed  propitious  for  the 
introduction  of  practical  measures  to  restore  the  Goyemment  to  its 
original  purpose  by  repealing  those  enactments  that  sustabed  the  imtir 
tution  of  slavery.  While  the  bUl  making  appropriations  for  legislatiye 
and  judicial  purposes  in  Kansas  was  before  the  Senate,  Mr.  Hale  pro* 
posed  an  amendment,  repealing  the  first  section  of  the  law  of  the  last 
session  for  admitting  Kansas  to  the  Union ;  but  after  a  long  debate,  the 
amendment  was  rejected.  Similar  efforts  were  also  made  in  the  House 
of  Representatiyes,  but  they  also  failed.  And  it  became  evident  that 
the  popular  mind  was  not  yet  fully  prepared  for  poBitive  acti<m  in  favor 
of  human  rights. 
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fBB  BAID  OV  JOHK  BROWN  IK  tiBGnnA-— MEKTIKa  OF  THK  THIBTr-SIXTH 
00NGRB8S— K^ONTEST  FOB  6PKAKBB — THI  RIGHTS  OF  THE  SLAVS  STATES — 
THE  SENATE  USURPS  JUDICIAL  POWERS— CONFUCT  BETWEEN  FEDERAL  AND 
STATE  UOBTS — THE  PRESIDENTIAL  ELECHON. 

18W.1  DuBiNa  the  ctTil  war  in  Kansas,  indiTidaals  became  aoenstomed 
to  scenes  of  blood  and  cnielty.  Among  them  was  John  Brown, 
a  natire  of  MasMchn^etts,  a  man  of  that  ordinary  education  which  it 
is  the  pride  of  that  State  to  bestow  npon  all  her  children.  He  had  a 
large  ikmilj  of  sons,  educated  as  their  father  had  been,  and  possesang 
in  a  good  degree  his  qoalities  of  mind.  Three  of  these  sons  earlj  emi- 
grated to  Elansas,  and  when  the  dfil  war  broke  ont  there,  the  father 
followed  them,  in  order  to  make  himself  acqnainted  with  their  sitoations. 
One  of  the  sons  was  barbaronsl j  mnrdered  for  his  devotion  to  freedom  : 
and  another  was  oaptored,  subjected  to  sach  abuse  and  suifering,  that 
insanity  relieved  him  from  the  consciousness  of  his  condition. 

These  things  aroused  the  feeliiigs  of  the  father,  who,  attended  bj  a 
younger  son,  took  the  field.  He  was  bold  and  unmoved  amid  dangers, 
maintaining  the  exercise  of  his  judgment  under  the  most  trying  dreum* 
stances.  He  distinguished  himself  on  several  occasions,  and  soon  became 
a  leader,  and  visited  retributive  justice  on  several  of  the  invaden,  some 
of  whom  were  said  to  have  been  executed  under  his  advice  and 
direction. 

After  the  termination  of  hostilities  in  Kansas,  Brown  returned  to 
Ohio  and  New  Enghuid.  He  at  all  tunes,  wherever  he  went,  urged  upon 
the  people  of  the  free  States  the  positive  duty  of  emancipating  the  slaves 
held  in  bondage  by  our  southern  brethren. 

In  the  course  of  the  spring  and  summer  of  1859,  he  appears  to  have 
engaged  the  services  of  a  number  of  active,  energetic  and  bold  men. 
He  also  rented  a  small  fiirm  some  three  miles  %om  ''  Harpers  Ferry," 
on  the  Maryland  side  of  the  Potomac.  He  and  his  followers  took  pos- 
session of  the  farm  and  dweUing-house  in  September.  In  that  building 
he  deposited  his  arms  and  ammunition.  In  October,  a  number  of 
negroes  suddenly  gathered  to  his  standard  ;  their  masters  were  in  some 
instances  seized  by  Brown  and  his  followers,  and  held  as  prisoners, 
whOe  he  took  possession  of  the  public  buildings  at  **  Harpers  Ferrj/' 
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6TidentIj  intending  to  hold  T^dBoema  of  them  whfle  the  other  portion 
of  hi8  forces,  with  the  n^oes,  should  escape  to  the  mountains,  where  he 
intended  to  follow  them,  and  thence  escape  to  Pennsylyania :  bat  they 
were  soon  snrronnded  and  fired  opon.  His  two  sons  and  two  others  of  his 
followers  were  killed,  and  himself  woonded,  when  he  and  his  party 
surrendered.  The  slayes  returned  to  their  masters,  and  those  who  were 
expected  to  lead  them  into  the  monntaiiui  fled. 

The  incident  appeared  to  strike  Virginia  and  the  whole  South  with 
astonishment.  '  Tbronghoat  that  State  troops  were  called  into  senrice. 
Arms  were  prepared  and  ammanition^btamcid,  while  wonder  and  amai»» 
ment  sat  on  every  coontenanca. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  canght  the  ahurm ;  called  ont  the 
militia  of  the  District  of  Oolmnbia ;  sent  United  States  troops  to 
"  Harpers  Ferry ;"  ordered  arms  and  ammnnition  to  be  placed  in  the 
City  Hall  of  Washington,  where  they  could  be  obtained  on  the  shortest 
notice,  in  ease  the  slaves  should  rise  ;  while  the  governor  and  people  of 
Virginia  appeared  to  regard  themselves  as  in  the  midst  of  an  extensive 
skve  insorrection. 

There  was  at  that  time  an  election  pending  in  New  York  and  in  New 
Jersey.  Members  of  the  democratic  party,  thinking  that  great  odium 
would  attach  to  those  who  sympathized  with  Brown,  now  sought  to  in- 
volve the  republican  party  in  iAie  transaction.  A  committee  of  demo- 
cratic gentlemen  in  the  city  of  New  York  were  appointed  to  ascertain 
and  report  facts  concerning  this  Invasion ;  and  the  democratic  press, 
at  all  times  licentious,  now  casting  olf  all  restraint,  attempted  to 
involve  the  best  men  of  the  nation  in  this  raid,  charging  them  with 
having  stimulated  Brown  to  make  an  attempt  to  free  the  negroes  of 
that  State. 

Brown,  wounded  and  a  prisoner,  was  visited  hj  Senator  ^^g^ 
Mason,  of  Virginia,  and  Hon.  0.  L.  VaQandigham,  of  Ohio, 
who  endeavored  to  draw  from  him  matter  that  would  implicate  Repub- 
licans. Their  conversations  with  him  were  published,  professing  to  impli- 
cate the  author.  He  at  once  replied  in  a  card  published  in  Philadel- 
phia, where  he  happened  to  be  on  business,  declaring  that  the  murder 
of  Brown's  son  in  Kansas,  &nd  the  barbarities  exercised  in  that  territor j 
under  democratic  influence  had  impelled  Brown  to  pursue  the  course 
which  he  had  adopted. .  In  respoBse  to  this  card,  an  advertisement  ap. 
peared  in  the  papers  published  at  Bichmond,  Virginia,  promising  a 
bounty  of  ten  thousand  dollars  to  any  one  who  would  bring  the  person 
of  the  author  to  that  city  alive ;  or  five  thousand  for  his  head. 

In  the  meantime  Governor  Wise,  of  Virginia,  and  other  southern 
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men  of  distisctioii  endeayored  to  magBity  this  traoflaction  and  gire  it 
importance.  A  nnmber  of  the  fdlowen  of  Brown  were  captured,  and 
all  of  these,  as  well  as  Brown  himselfi  were  tried  for  treason  against  the 
State  of  Yiiginia^  conficted,  and  ezecated. 

The  committee  appointed  hy  the  democratic  meeting  in  New  York, 
made  report,  asserting  in  snbstaaoe  that  Senator  Hale,  the  Hon.  Oerritt 
Smith,  Uie  author,  and  others,  were  iuTolved  in  the  insnrrectiim  which 
Brown  had  exdtedi  Bnt  on  receiving  official  notice  to  appear  before  the 
jndidary  to  answer  for  the  libel,  thej  acknowledged  the  error,  paid  costs 
«nd  counsel  fees  ;  and  1^^  proceedings  against  them  w^re  discontinued* 

The  Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  of  New  York,  hating  returned  from  a 
Eur(9)ean  tour,  soon  found  that  a  bounty  of  thirty  thousand  dollars  was 
bidden  in  the  papers  of  Richmond  for  the  delivery  of  his  head  in  that 
city.  For  these  manifestaticms  of  barbarism,  suited  only  to  the  dai^er 
ages,  the  author  heard  no  explanation* 

160S.1  ^^  ^^  under  these  drcomstanoes  that  the  thirtynsixth  Congress 
assembled.  AlaigenugorityintheHouseof  B^presentativeswere 
Republicans.  They  were  men  of  talents  and  patriotism  ;  but  were 
wanting  in  that  experience  which  was  necessary  to  take  the  proper  ad-, 
vantages  of  their  position.  Most  of  them  had  been  elected  for  the  first 
time.  Members  of  the  old  whig  organisation  had  been  edocated  in 
the  belief  that  the  avowal  of  no  principles,  and  the  assoming  of  no  defi- 
nite position,  constituted  the  bluest  policy. 

Their  first  duty  was  to  elect  a  Speaker  ;  but  they  selected  no  candi- 
date before  entering  upon  the  ballot,  and  instead  of  supporting  an  in- 
dividual, as  many  as  six  candidates  were  voted  for.  - 

Socm  as  the  result  of  the  first  ballot  had  been  declared,  Mr.  Gark,  of 
Missouri,  a  democratic  slaveholder,  with  the  apparent  intention  of  em- 
barrassing the  Republicans,  insisted  on  presenting  a  resolution  declaring 
that  "  the  doctrines  contained  in  a  hoA  entitied  '  The  Impending  Crisis 
of  the  South,  kow  Uma  U,^  writteoi  by  one  HilUn  R.  Helper,  of  North 
Carohna,  are  insurrectionary,  hostile  to  the  domestic  peace  and  tranquil- 
lity of  the  whole  country ;  and  that  no  member  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives who  has  recommended  that  work  is  fit  to  be  Speaker  of  this 
House." 

The  work  referred  to  consisted  merely  of  a  compendium  of  fiw^ts 
showmg  the  effects  of  slavery  upon  the  prosperity  of  the  southern  Stales, 
and  had  been  recommended  by  nearly  every  Republican  member  of  the 
previousX!k>ngress ;  and  Mr.  Clark  proceeded  to  enforce  the  propriety  of 
the  resolution  by  a  speech ;  while  noriheni  membws  insisted  on  pro* 
ceeding  with  the  ballot. 
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But  the  arrogancfe  of  M#.  Clark  was  equal  to  that  of  hu  proportion 
Betting  at  defiance  all  parliamentary  order  as  well  as  propriety  ;  he  pro- 
ceeded to  represent  the  book  as  advising  the  people  of  the  "  Union  to 
stop  at  nothing  nntil  thej  pnt  out  of  public  life,  disfranchised,  and  mor- 
dered  a  lai^  portion  of  the  inhabitants." 

This  nnfonnded  imputation  appears  to  hare  alarmed  Mr.  Eflgore,  of 
Indiana,  who  intermpted  Mr.  Clark,  denying  all  sympathy  with  the 
doctrine  set  forth  in  the  book,  and  begged  Mr.  Clurk  to  withhold 
ftirther  remark  nntil  gentlemen  who  had  recommended  the  work  could 
explain  their  action,  protesting  that  he  abd  his  people  were  oon- 
servatiye. 

This  indecent  haste  of  Mr.  Eilgore  to  manifest  his  own  pnsilanimity 
provoked  the  contempt  of  Mr.  Clark,  who  merely  replied  that  he  was 
*'  glad  the  gentleman  teas  fleeing  from  the  wraih  to  comeP  Mr.  Fams- 
worth,  of  niindis,  appeared  anjdons  to  relieve  Mr.  Ejlgore,  and  called 
for  the  reading  of  the  work,  saying  he  had  no  doubt  that  it  contained 
fiuTts  that  would  edify  both  Mr.  Clark  and  hhnself ;  but  Mr.  Clark 
would  neither  read  nor  suffer  any  other  member  to  read  any  part  of  the 
book  which  he  was  so  earnestly  condemning.  But  Hon.  Clark  B. 
Cochrane,  of  New  York,  took  occasion  to  say  that  he  lUterly  coiUemned 
the  smtimenis  of  the  book. 

Mr.  Clark,  finding  B.epublicans  timid  and  alanned,  now  fifmly  per- 
sisted hi  his  purpose.  Mr.  Kellogg,  of  Illinois,  said  that  his  name 
appeared  among  those  who  recommended  the  book  ;  declared  he  did 
not  know  whether  the  sentiments  were  right  or  wrong ;  but  if  the  House 
w6uld  adjourn  he  would  be  prepared  on  the  following  day  to  sustain  or 
repudiate  the  doctrines  of  the  work. 

On  the  following  morning,  Mr.  dark  read  a  circular  ^^^ 
dated  at  New  York,  and  signed  by  gentlemen  from  various 
States  commending  the  work,  and  advising  its  general  drcnlation; 
Then  followed  a  certificate  cordially  indorsing  «the  opinions,  and  com* 
mending  the  enterprise  set  forth  in  the  circular.  This  was  signed  by 
about  seventy  members  of  the  previous  Congress  and  was  followed 
by  a  sunilar  commendation  signed  by  Horace  Greeley,  John  Jay,  Thur- 
low  Weed,  Wm.  C.  Bryant,  Abram  Wakeman,  and  several  other 
gentlemen. 

Then  followed  several  extracts  fr^m  the  work  showing  its  character* 
Exhibiting : 

1st.  The  destructive  effects  of  slavery  iq>on  the  southern  States. 

2d.  The  ignorance  of  the  southern  peo{^e. 

8d.  The  barbarous  character  of  the  slave  trade. 
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iftfa.  The  remedy — proposiog: 

1.  A  thonmgh  politick  oiguiisation  of  noiMlaTeholden  in  the 

Sooth.      « 

2.  To  elect  bo  darehidder  to  oiBoe. 

8.  To  extend  no  patronage  to  slaveholding  merehantip  phy- 
sidans,  kwyers,  hotel-keepers,  or  mechanics. 

4.  No  affiliation  with  dareholders  in  religion,  morals,   or 
poIitieB. 

6.  No  hiiiag  of  slayes. 

6.  Discoontenancing  all  pro-daverj  newspapers. 

T.  To  extend  patronage  to  non-slaveholders  only. 
The  work  was  written  by  a  sonthem  man  and  addressed  to  sonthem 
men,  and  the  olject  of  those  who  recomm^ded  its  ciicalation  was  to 
introduce  it  Korth  as  well  as  South.  This  synopsis  of  the  work  being 
read,  Mr.  Clark  spoke  in  the  most  impassioned  lang^nage  condemnatory 
of  that  part  which  recommended  non-daTcholders  to  hold  no  commn- 
nion,  religiously,  morally,  or  politically,  with  those  who  held  their  fellow- 
men  in  bondage,  and  thus  to  destroy  the  slaye  interest,  drive  out  slave 
labor,  and  dedicate  the  country  to  freedom.  He  closed  by  declaring  his 
intention  to  support  no  man  for  Speaker  who  had  recommended  that 
work. 

Neither  the  mover  of  the  resolution  nor  any  other  slaveholder  or  ally 
of  the  slave  power  asserted  that  the  work  contained  anything  false,  or 
anything  that  was  morally  wrong,  or  unjust ;  but  they  insisted  that  it 
was  opposed  to  the  interests  of  oppression,  to  the  poUof  of  the  South. 
Opposed  to  injustice,  a/nd  wrong,  and  crime.  Yet,  although  the  support- 
ers of  slavery  commenced  this  agitation  and  continued  it  for  many 
weeks,  they  charged  the  whole  debate  upon  northern  men. 

Hon.  John  Sherman,  of  Ohio,  was  tiie  prominent  candidate  of  the 
Republicans.  He  was  a  man  of  education,  of  talents,  and  had  the  ad- 
vantage of  some  experience  as  a  statesman ;  but  unfortunately  he  had 
been  educated  in  the  school  of  northern  diffidence,  timidity,  and  submis- 
sion to  slaveholding  dictation.  He  appeared  to  regard  it  the  duty  of 
Congress  not  only  to  sustain,  uphold,  and  protect  slavery,  but  also  to 
treat  it  with  respect.  Gentlemanly  and  kind  in  his  deportment,  he  had 
not  learned  the  necessity  for  entertaining  decided  opinions,  of  uttering 
them  boldly  and  adhering  to  them  firmly  when  right  and  abandoning 
them  freely  when  wrong.  The  book  contained  nothing  that  did  not 
commend  it  to  his  Judgment  and  conscience  when  he  signed  the  recom- 
mendation; but  now  southern  men  assailed  him  and  determined  to 
oppose  his  election  to  the  office  of  Speaker,  because  he  had  honestly 
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expressed  the  convictions  of  his  own  miad.  Instead  of  boldly  maintaia- 
ing  in  a  frank  and  dignified  manner,  his  integrity  and  the  trnthfol- 
ness  of  the  work  which  he  had  recommended,  he  appears  to  hare  qnailed 
under  the  tannts,  the  sneers  and  denunciations  of  siavdiolders  and  their 
democratic  allies.  When  thns  assailed  for  doing  a  jnst  and  creditable 
act,  he  said  he  had  neeer  teen  a  copy  of  the  toork;  declared  that  he  had 
never  used  snch  language  towards  southern  men  as  they  had  towards 
him  ;  asserted  that  the  republican  party  had  never  during  his  service 
in  Congress  introduced  the  subject  of  slavery  ;  and  he  trusted  they 
never  would  ;  and  for  himself  proclaimed  that  he  never  would  'trespass 
upon  the  rights  of  any  southern  citizen. 

No  sooner  had  Mr.  Sherman  resumed  his  seat  than  Mr.  Leake,  ^^^ 
of  Yirginia,  in  true  slaveholding  style,  characterised  Mr.  Sher- 
man as  the  **  aboHHon  candidate  ;''  ilemanded  whether  he  indorsed  or  re- 
pudiated the  doctrines  avowed  in  the  work  alluded  to  ;  said  he  wished 
to  hold  the  candidate  up  to  face  the  music.  To  this  insolence  Mr.  Sher* 
man  submitted  in  silence. 

The  debate  on  slavery  now  became  genmkL  The  repeal  of  the  lifis- 
souri  Compromise,  the  dvil  war  in  Kansas,  tiie  raid  of  John  Brown, 
were  all  discnssed ;  and  Mr.  Keitt,  of  South  Carolina,  assuming  that 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  of  New  York,  was  a  prominent  candidate  for 
President,  criticised  several  of  that  gentleman's  speeches,  and  arrogantly 
demanded  of  northern  members  whether  tShj  indorsed  the  doctrines 
which  Mr.  Seward  had  avowed  7 

Hon.  Thaddeus  Stevens,  of  Pennsylvania,  obtained  the  floor.  He  was 
a  man  of  unusual  powers  of  analysis,  of  mature  age,  of  more  experience 
than  any  other  member  of  the  House,  and,  with  all  these  qualifications, 
he  was  bold  and  fearless.  He  appears  to  have  become  impatient  at  tiie 
faltering  timidity  of  his  republican  friends,  and  referring  to  the  pro- 
tracted debate,  and  to  the  tone  and  style  in  which  it  had  been  conducted, 
said  he  did  not  blame  southern  men  for  the  course  they  were  pnrsu* 
iug,  **  nor  for  th&  language  of  intimidatioB,  nor  for  the  threat  of  rending 
God's  universe  from  twrret  to  fowndation  f^  asserted  they  had  tried  this 
course  fifty  times,  and  fifty  times  they  had  found  weak  and  recreaiU  trem- 
Hers  in  the  North  who  were  ready  to  act  from  such  intimidation.  He 
proceeded  to  say  that  all  debate  was  out  of  order,  and  that  no  businesa 
or  proposition  ought  to  be  presented  to  divert  the  members  from  electing 
their  Speaker. 

Mr.  Crawford,  of  Georgia,  attempted  to  intemqst  Mr.  Stevens,  who 
said  he  would  not  be  interrupted ;  but  Mr.  Crawford,  assuming  a  mild 
toner  was  permitted  to  proceed.    He  soon  became  very  defiant,  intimate 
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ing  that  nortbeni  men  dare  not  arow  their  sentiments ;  declared  tliat 
soathem  members  wanted  to  know  them.  If  they  were  for  the  aboHtion 
of  dayerj,  he  aaBored  gentlemen  there  would  be  no  shrmking^-no 
cowardly  falling  back  of  soathem  men  ftom  the  maintenance  of  thdr 
lights. 

As  Mr.  Crawford  dosed,  Mr.  Stevens,  who  had  been  listening  very 
attentirely,  broke  forth  in  mock  adnuration,  Baying,  **  that  is  right !  that 
U  the  way  they  fKghtened  ns  before."  At  this  Bqmblicans  applauded  ; 
and  sonthem  men,  stong  by  the  impertorbable  coolness  of  Steyens, 
sprang  to  their  feet,  and  some  mshed  towards  him  as  if  intending  per- 
sonal injnry ;  bat  he  was  instantly  sarroonded  by  friends,  and  as 
soon  as  his  Toice  coaU  be  beard,  he  added,  ''now  yoa  jee  txadly  tehat  it 
is,  amd  whai  ii  has  alfffoft  hem.^ 

The  newspapers  generally  applanded  the  boldness  of  Mr.  Stevens, 
and  most  of  them  were  severe  apon  all  those  who  appeared  to  hedtate 
and  falter  daring  this  straggle.  Individnals  felt  restive  under  these 
criticisms,  and  mnch  tune  was  spent  by  members  in  defining  their 
positions.  Bat  it  is  an  historical  cnriodty  that  no  member  d  the  repnb- 
licaa  painty  avowed  the  doctrines  enanciated  by  the  united  voice  of  that 
organization  at  the  time  of  its  formation.  Nor  did  any  Democrat  assert 
the  doctrines  proclaimed  by  the  Supreme  Conrt,  and  adopted  as  tiiose 
of  the  democratic  party.  Both  appeared  tunid  as  to  the  avowal  of 
trath  or  the  assertion  of  principle.  Most  Bepablicans  appeared  anxioas 
to  excuse  themselves  for  having  recommended  the  book.  But  the  com- 
pfadnts  of  southern  men  began  to  assume  a  definite  form,  and  members 
distinctly  ayowed  the  dissolution  of  the  Union  would  follow  the  ekcHon 
of  a  narikem  Prtsiiemt. 

This  threat  of  leavii^  the  fsbb  States  to  themsdves  whenever  they 
diodd  refuse  to  remain  political  vassals  of  the  South  gave  evidence  of 
the  aouthem  policy,  and  distinctly  foreshadowed  the  approadiing 
rebellion. 

1869.1  Southern  statesmen  were  unanimous  in  prodaiming  the  doc- 
trine that  the  Federal  Government  was  bound  by  the  Constitution 
to  protect  and  drfend  davery  in  the  Territories,  whfle  most  northern 
members  faltered  hi  their  coarse,  hedtating  to  avow  the  ffistinetive  prin* 
dples  of  thdr  party.  Some  leading  men  were  endeavoring  to  pirepare 
tiie  minds  of  Bepublicans  to  disavow  all  doctrines  aa  flie  basis  of  party 
organization,  while  others  endeavored  to  show  that  the  republican  party 
had  no  common  prindple  of  action.  Hon.  lliomas  Corwin  had  long 
served  in  public  life,  possessed  rramrkable  powers  aa  an  orator,  but 
he  adhered  to  the  Whig  school  of  politidans,  irtiidi  avoided  all  dedar 
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radon  of  principles:  Yet  he  had  been  elected  upon  a  distinct 
ayowtd  that  he  held  the  doctrines  enunciated  by  the  BepnblicaQS  at 
Philadelphia.  Sach,  too,  was  the  case  with  all  those  members  who  were 
striving  to  indnce  Repoft^cans  to  abandon  their  principles  as  well  as 
those  who  denied  that  the  party  had  distlnctiye  prindples.  These  m^i , 
had  all  been  elected  iqpon  thehr  avowal  of  the  very  doctrines  which  ttey 
sow  repudiated.  Mr.  Corwin  declared  himself  as  much  of  an  exponent 
of  rqpnblican  doctrines  as  any  other  man,  and  proclaimed  them  to  be  the 
same  as  those  avowed  by  Mr.  FiUmore ;  bat  asserted  that  the  fwrt^ 
umUd  upon  no  prinaple,  apparently  nnconsdons  that  the  doctrines  of 
the  party  were  proclaimed  by  the  onanimons  vote  of  those  who  formed 
and  constituted  it^  and  were  carefblly  placed  on  record  where  they  re- 
main^ and  will  continue  in  all  coming  time. 

Mr.  Cox,  of  Obla,  replied  to  Mr.  Cbrwin,  and  quoted  a  speech  deliv- 
ered some  eleven  years  previously,  by  the  vrriter,  while  a  member  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  in  reply  to  threats  then  thrown  out  in 
favor  of  a  dissolution  of  the  Union,  wherein  he  said :  ''  When  that 
contest  shall  come  ;  when  the  thunder  shall  roll  and  the  lightmngs  flash  | 
when  the  slaves  of  the  South  chall  rise  in  the  spirit  of  freedimi,  actuated 
by  the  soul-stirring  emotion  that  they  are  nen,  destined,  to  immortality, 
entitled  to  the  rights  which  God  bestowed  upon  them :  When  the  mas- 
ters shall  turn  pale  and  tremble ;  when  their  dwellings  shall  smoke  and 
dismay  sit  on  each  countenance ;  then,  sir,  Ido  not  say  we  will  laugh  at 
your  calamity,  and  mock  when  y<wr  fear  cometh :  But  I  do  say,  ika 
lovers  of  owr  ract  will  t^en  stand  forth  and  exert  the  legitimate  powers  of 
this  Government  for  freedom.  We  shall  then  have  oonstitntlonal  pownr 
to  act  for  thegood  of  our  country  and  to  do  justice  to  the  slave:  Wn  wzll 
THEM  snoKE  OFF  THE  SHACKLES  VROx  HiB  uiiBS.  The  Oovemment  will 
then  have  power  to  act  between  slavery  and.  freedom,  and  it  gav  tbeit 
iCAKS  PEACE  BT  oivxNo  UBEKTr  TO  tHS  SLAVES ;  And  let  mo  tell  yon, 
Mr.  Speaker,  that  time  hastens  :  The  President  is  exerting  a  power  that 
will  harry  it  on;  and  I  shall  haQ  it  as  the  approaching  dawn  of  that 
millennium  which  I  know  mMst  come  upon  the  earthJ'* 

Mr.  Cox,  apparently  believing  that  he  was  rendering  the  daye 
power  a  service  by  such  exhibitions  of  truth,  next  caOed  on  the  Hon. 
John  A.  Bingham,  oi  Ohio,  to  state  whether  he  agreed  vrith  Mr.  Oorwin 
in  regard  to  th^  fugitive  slave  act  1  That  gentleman  had  served  some 
four  years  in  Congress,  and  had  attained  the  reputation  of  an  able  legii^ 

*  TUm  language,  wbkh  now  appetn  w  prophelle,  wbi  ottered  eleren  jean  belbre  Uie  oommenee- 
Bieat  of  the  rebellion,  and  thliieen  yean  prior  to  tin  Prerfdent*i  proclematlwi  of  vutnolpatloa. 
Time  has  demoustratod  Its  peribot  Mooraej. . 
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later  and  an  accompUshed  scholar.  He  was  also  a  man  of  high  moral 
character,  difitingnisfaed  for  his  probitj  and  candor,  and  now,  in  replj  to 
Mr.  Cox,  he  yery  fhinki j  declared  that  he  dissented  from  Mr.  Corwin's 
TiewB  in  relation  to  the  fag^tire  slure  act,  said  that  he  utterly  repudiated 
.  it  as  entirely  unconsiUuiumal. 

Mr.  Cox  next  tnmed  to  Mr.  Sherman,  the  candidate  for  Speaker,  and 
commenced  interrogating  him.  1%at  gentleman  refused  to  answer, 
although  he  must  hare  known  that  Mr.  Banks,  four  years  prerioudy, 
had  by  his  open,  firank  and  undisguised  answers  when  thus  interrogated 
secured  his  election  as  Speaker. 

1869.1  ^^  debate  continued  with  occasional  ballots  until  the  23d 
December,  when  Mr.  Famsw(xth,  of  Illinois,  yaried  the  scene 
somewhat.  He  was  a  lawyer  by  profession  and  had  attained  a  fur 
standing  at  the  bar,  was  an  early  flriend  of  the  slaye,  and  accustomed  to 
think  and  act  for  himselC  He  commenced  Ids  address  by  assuring  the 
House  that  he  should  not  deliyer  a  speech  in  regard  to  Helper's  book. 
He  stated  that  his  constituents  read  such  hooks  as  they  pleased,  oAnd  reeom- 
mended  sweh  as  they  thought  frofer^  and  scid  them  to  those  toho  wanted  to 
buy.  He  dedared  that  he  held  such  right,  and  now  gaye  southern  gen- 
tlemen due  notice  that  he  should  exercise  It  without  asking  permisdon 
of  them  or  of  anybody  else.  He  then  read  extracts  firom  a  democratic 
paper,  which  purported  to  haye  been  taken  fix>m  an  essay  in  fkyor  of 
the  African  daye  trade,  and  inquired  of  southern  gentlemen  whether 
they  were  in  fayor  of  restoring  that  traffic. 

Mr.  Miles,  of  South  Carolina,  declared  that  under  fayorable  drcnm- 
stances  he  would  yote  to  restore  it.*  Other  gentlemen  declared  their  wish 
to  repeal  the  law  prohibiting  the  slaye  trade,  saying  it  was  unconstitutionaL 

At  this  pokt,  Mr.  Stanton,  of  Ohio,  interrupted  Mr.  Famsworth  to 
say  that  so  fkr  as  Helper's  book  Justified  eilayes  in  rifong  in  insurrection 
he  ut|erly  abhorred  and  deksted  it.  Mr.  Stanton  did  not  explain 
whether  he  denied  the  primal  rights  of  all  men  to  Hberty,  or  whether  he 
intended  to  say  that  when  a  man  is  once  enslayed  it  is  his  duty  to  remain 
a  slaye  rather  than  assert  his  own  liberty.  But  this  faltering  of  northern 
memben  ;  this  anxiety  to  gain  southern  fayor  by  representing  slayes  as 
morally  bound  to  remain  in  bondage  when  they  could  escape  by  insur- 
rection, had  the  effect  to  strengthen  the  dayeholders  in  their  opmions 
r^^aidhig  secession,  while  it  paralyzed  the  influence  of  ihe  republican 
Ofgauzation. 

Mr.  English,  of  Indiana,  a  Democrat,  sought  to  render  assistance  to 

*  AitlMtlm«orwiHlnfftiitowork(1898)Mr.  MUwwMaetSngaf  Abrigadler«enenl  1^  t&e  Oob- 
federate  ■errloe. 
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the  South  by  exhibiting  the  proceedings  of  a  reli^ous  meetmg  held  in' 
Chicago,  in  which  slayery  was  declared  to  be  a  rin  agaioBt  Qod  and  a 
crime  against  niankind,  and  churches  were  advised  to  hold  no  fellowship 
with  persons  guilty  of  those  iniquities. 

The  solemn  truths  on  which  the  GoTemment  was  founded  were  now 
regarded  by  Democrats  as  end(Migering  the  Union.  "So  one  seemed  to 
hold  those  who  threatened  its  dissolution  responsible  for  the  crime  which 
they  proposed  to  perpetrate :  On  the  contrary,  the  demooratic  party 
asserted  the  flagrant  falsehood,  that  the  men  who.  sustained  the  Con- 
stitution, the  rights  of  the  States  and  of  the  people,  were  responsible 
for  the  action  of  southern  traitors  who  were  daily  threatening  to  secede 
firom  the  Union. 

For  the  apparent  purpose  of  intimidating  northern  members,     ^^^^ 
a  preamble  and  resolution  adopted  by  the  Legislature  of  South 
Carolina  was  read,  as  follows  : — 

**  Whereas^  The  fraternal  relations  (Mre  dissohted  bdtoeen  ike  North  and 
the  SotUh,  the  slayeholding  States  demand  a  dissolution  of  the  Union  to 
be  consummated :  Therefore,  be  it  resolred  that  $200,000  be  placed  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Governor,  to  be  used  at  his  discretion  according  to 
the  exigencies  of  the  times." 

Amid  these  incidents  the  republican  candidate  for  Speaker  remained 
silent,  apparently  wantmg  the  moral  courage  to  avow  the  doctrineaon 
which  the  Government  had  been  founded,  and  which  now  should  hare 
constituted  the  watchword,  the  rallying  cry  of  the  party  to  whom  he 
looked  for  support.  But  in  doing  this  he  merely  followed  the  practice 
of  the  former  whig  party. 

.While  Republicans  were  thus  contaiding  against  the  oonmion  foe 
without  any  apparent  reference  to  the  great  truths  which  our  faiheni 
declared  to  be  ''  self-evident,"  they  were  saved  from  defeat  by  difficulties 
equally  great  in  the  democratic  party :  One  portbn  of  that  oiganisa- 
tion  had  dedared  themselves  in  favor  of  restoring  the  African  skve  {rade, 
while  another  portion  regarded  that  poliqr  as  destructive  to  the  party. 

The  debate,  with  occasional  ballotings,  continued.  On  the  23d  De- 
cember Mr.  Smith,  of  Yiiginia^  delivered  an  elaborate  speech  in  support 
of  the  doctrines  of  the  Supreme  Court  proclaimed  in  the  case  of  Dred 
Scott,  that  the  Dedaration  of  Independence  did  not  refer  to  colored 
men.  He  spoke  of  the  doctrines  avowed  by  John  Quincy  Adams,  and 
oi  the  effort  to  censure  him,  saying  he  (Smith)  was  not  then  a  member,* 

^  SmUli  WM  A  member,  m  rfiowii  hf  the  Journal  and  report  of  debfttet,  and  reoelved  a  hmmI 
frtUuifsf  rebuke  at  Ute  buidi  of  tibe  vtncrtble  Iz-Preddeat,  which  one  woold  mppoM  he  woold 
not  hATO  forgotten.  * 
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bit  thfti  be  iwilfflitoftd  Mr.  Adams  agreed  to  tok  tiie  Sontli  so  okwo 
witi»  petUiana  if  the  leeolatioa  of  oeneore  were  laid  oa  the  table.* 

On  the  80th  Deoember  a  general  debate  upon  zu>rtheni  rights  and 
BOathem  aggresdoa  aroee,  whea  Mr.  Hickman^  of  PeoDsjlTaaiay  a 
DeoMcrat^  spoke  ptaialy  aod  stroniglj  in  &Tor  of  juatioe  and  liberty,  as 
claimed  bj  the  people  of  the  free  States. 

Mr.  Bojee^  oi  Sontii  Carolina,  a  man  ci  candor  and  boldness,  frankly 
met  the  doctrines  of  the  rqmUican  party  as  ennnciated  in  their  platform 
at  Philadelphia. 

Mr.  StantoBf  of  Ohio,  instead  of  maintaining  the  moral,  religions 
and  philosophical  trath  that  all  men  hold  from  the  Creator  eqpal  pghta 
to  live,  acquire  knowledge  and  prepare  for  hearen,  insisted  there  was  no 
denial  of  the  legality  of  slaveiy  in  the  Statesp  qq^arenUy  admitting  the 
authority  of  State  Legislatnies  to  modify,  repeal  or  reverse  the  Will  of 
Ood  as  manifested  in  the  laws  of  nature.  * 

The  doctrine  of  secessioa  was  again  discussed,  the  physical  power 
of  the  North  and  So«th  compared,  with  the  a^^Mrent  expectation  that 
their  relatiTe  strength  would  be  tested  at  no  distant  day.  Mr.  Boyoe, 
declaring  that  the  first  campaign  woidd  cost  the  North  a  kmmdrtd 
mUUan  doUars^  asserted  that  the  free  States  cotdd  no^  raist  that  gmawU 

of  «MIS)f. 

At  length,  many  Bepublieans  who  had  been  elected  upon  well* 
defined  priacqries,  which  every  member  was  esq^ected  to  maintain^, 
now  faltered  and  pusUkaimoosly  submitted  to  hear  them  assailed  and 
ridiouled  without  reply.  Indeed,  dmdng  tiw  emtest  it  became  evi- 
dent that  a  strong  influence  in  Congress  was  exerted  in  &vor  of  the. 
doctrine  that  no  party  eoald  be  snstained  up<Hi  prineiples  of  immutable 
truth  and  justaee.  Hence  it  followed  that  s<ntte  were  determined  to  vote 
for  no  man  who  had  Tendered  himself  obnozionB  to  the  slaTO  power  by 
recommending  Helpev^s  book ;  and  Mr.  Sherman,  rqptfding  himself  shut 
oat  i^m  avowing  troth  and  jostioe  as  the  basis  on  which  he  atood» 
and  finding  it  iaofomSbie  to  unite  the  party  in  his  support^  vei7  K^ 
perly  withdrew :  And  althongh  the  shiTB  power  had  lost  its  ability 
to  eleet  a  Speaker,  it  dietated  to  Ae  friends  (tf  liberty  wkm  ikey  A^M 

j^^        The  Repnbficans  k  the  Hguse  of  Rqmseatatives  now  retpEaed 
to  the  ancient  wing  policy  of  sdecting  a  candidate  not  for  his 


*  Mr.  SiilAlf  BOl  0017  lOmtebieS  in  ttk  r«pM4^  the  ninrd,  iMl  b 
Ik    The  repoiiof  tibe  deb«to  ahowi  that  Mr.  Gilmer,  who  preeeDted  the  reiolatlon,  jncftKoi^  pro- 
po9§d  to  tUlhdttm  1h6  r^toHmUm  qf  emmir^  ifM\  JOamt  %fo%Ud  trtthdrav  t/U  g^tUUm^ 
Mr.  AdMM  fiwMMf  omA  tottrntU^  r^fimi^  cmd  U14  <ri<tf  prodMfM^  end  WM  oonUpned  aaia 
the  slaTeholdeni  ebaadeaed  Jk  * 
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weD-known  qoalificatioiis,  nor  on  aecomt  of  hiB  attadunent  to  principle, 
bat  for  the  reason  tha^  his  doctrines  were  unknown,  and  his  qoalifications 
had  not  been  tested. 

The  choiee  fell  on  Mr.  Pennington,  of  New  Jersey,  a  gentlemanlj, 
good  man^  imknown  to  the  public  ontside  of  his  State  ;  a  man  who  was 
beliered  never  to  hare  expressed  his  devotion  to  the  primal  truths  on 
which  the  republican  party  was  based. 

On  the  first  day  of  February,  upon  the  34th  ballot,  Mr.  Penning^n 
was  elected.  This  resnlt  was  porchafied,  however,  by  the  surrender  of 
the  doctrines  and  policy  adopted  in  the  election  of  Mr.  Banks  in  1856, 
when,  standing  isqpon  principle,  with  only  nmety-two  members,  they  con- 
strained their  opponents  to  yield ;  and  elected  the  candidate  of  all  others 
the  most  obnolions  to  the  fiHave  power,  while  the  present  Congress,  with 
at  least  one  hundred  and  seventeen  professedly  republican  members,  were 
compelled  to  give  up  their  candidate  and  take  one  less  objectionable  to 
the  South. 

While  the  contest  was  progressii^  in  the  House  of  Representatives, 
Mr.  Douglas,  of  Illinois,  presented  to  the  consideration  of  the  Senate  a 
resolution,  directing  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  to  report  a  bill  for 
the  protection  of  States  against  invasion  by  authority  or  by  the  inhabit- 
ants of  other  States. 

On  debating  this  resdution,  Mr.  Douglas  insisted  that  the  doctrines 
of  the  republican  party  tended  directly  to  create  invasicm  and  cifii  war. 
To  this  Mr.  Fessenden,  of  Maine,  responded  that,  as  slave  labor  and  free 
labor  were  antagonisms,  the  promotion  of  one  must  neoesBarily  tend  to 
the  destruction  of  the  other,  and  the  idea  that  the  Federal  Oovemment 
should  pass  a  law  to  prevent  discussion  among  the  people,  would  not 
enhance  the  prospect  of  Mr.  Douglas'  election  to  the  PMsidency. 

Mr.  Toombs,  of  Oeorgia,  chaiged  the  L^^tnres  of  rqmUican 
States  with  unconstitutional  legislation  for  the  protection  of  thebr  free 
ooli^ed  citissens.  Those  laws  were  denounced  as  treasanaiNe,  The 
republican  platform,  doctrines  and  policy  were  denouneed  by  Mr.  Toombs 
as  destructive  cf  davery.  But  that  Senator,  nor  any  other  member  of 
either  House,  appeared  conscious  that  when  the  people  of  the  free  States 
had  petitioned  Congress  for  laws  to  protect  free  colored  persons,  that 
body,  under  daveholding  influence,  had  returned  to  answer  that  socA 
SiaU  woi  hmnd  to  enad  Us  own  la4os  for  ikat  furpoee* 

These  asaanlts  upon  the  essential  doetrines  of  the  Oovemment  were 

*  Mr.  Toombf  did  not  i^pear  oonacloiis  that  those  Uwi  for  the  protection  of  fi^  eolored  dtUeni 
had  been  enacted  at  the  foggeillon  and  bj  recommendation  of  CongreM,  it  appean  In  former 
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made  in  tlie  progence  of  r^Miblican  Senators,  seTeral  of  whom  were 
regarded  as  candldateB  for  tbe  Presidencj.  Yet  not  one  of  them 
attempted  a  Tindication  of  those  ''  s^-endent  tmths,"  which  were  held 
•0  sacred  by  Jefferson,  and  Adams,  and  Franklini  and  their  associates. 
Bat  Mr.  l>aYi8,  of  Mississippi,  met  the  proportion  of  Mr.  Donglas  more 
iblly  and  emphaticallj  than  even  Mr.  Fessenden  had  done.  .He  denied 
the  authority  of  Congress  to  pass  laws  for  the  punishment  of  nnlawfol 
comlnnat|on8,  declaring  that  the  States  held  the  only  power  orer  that 
snbject,  while  the  Federal  Oovemment  possessed'  authority  to  suppress 
insurrections. 

Mr.  Hunter,  of  Yiiginia,  took  occasion  yery  kindly  to  remind  the 
eastern  States  of  their  dependence  upon  the  West,  and  of  the  difficulties 
which  those  sections  must  encounter  in  case  of  separation.  He  admitted 
slarery  to  be  a  relic  of  former  ages,  characteristic  of  a  crude  state  of 
society,  which  would  disappear  before  the  progress  of  Christian  dyiliEar 
tion  ;  but  denied  that  the  North  could  do  anything  with  the  slaves  if 
emancipated,  and  he  then  proceeded  to  discuss  the  approaching  rebellion. 
And  as  northern  members  continued  to  hesitate  and  falter  and  remain 
silent,  slayeholders  became  arrogant  and  orerbearing. 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Mississippi,  offered  resolutions  declaring  it  the  duty  of 
territorial  gOTemments  to  provide  for  the  protection  of  all  kinds  of 
prcperHf,  recognized  by  the  Constitution  and  held  under  the  laws  of  the 
United  States.    He  also  introduced  a  bill  declaring  slaves  to  be  jproperty. 

But  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  met  the  threats  of  dissolving  the 
Union  put  forth  by  southern  Senators,  deliberately  inquiring  if  there 
were  any  oth^  explanations  of  these  attempts  at  intimidation  than  the 
plain  import  of  the  language  used  f  Southern  men  were  silent,  and  he 
proceeded  to  state  the  condition  of  the  North  and  the  South,  and  dosed 
by  saying,  the  "  Union  must  amd  shall  be  preservedj^ 

But  this  declaration  merely  provoked  further  threats  from  southern 
Senators,  who  declared  that  the  election  of  Mr.  Sherman  to  the  office 
of  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  would  be  good  and  suffident 
cause  for  southern  Senators  and  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  leave  Congress  and  return  to  thdr  constituents. 

The  language  of  Mr.  Davis,  of  Mississippi,  used  in  a  public  address  in 
that  State,  was  now  explained  by  that  gentleman  as  intending  to  assert 
the  duty  of  the  people  of  Mississippi  to  withdraw  from  the  Union  when- 
ever the  enemies  of  slavery  should  obtain  possession  of  the  Federal  Gfovenh 
meat.  In  these  supercilious  threats  the  Democrats  of  the  North  seemed 
to  concur ;  not  one  of  that  party  objected  to,  or  uttered  a  protest 
against  them.    Indeed,  they  appeared  anxious  to  convince  the.slav^ 
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holders  that,  wbenefer  thdr  party  should  eome  into  power,  these 
demands  should  be  6ompMed  with.  Mr.  Pogh,  of  (Mo,  had,  early  in 
the  sessiony  introdaoed  lesolations  directing  the  Oommittee  on  the  Jadi- 
darj  to  report  a  bill  repealing  so  moch  of  the  laws  organizing  territorial 
go¥emment8  in  Utah  and  New  Mexico  as  recpired  the  acts  peflsed  by 
those  territorial  Legislatores  to  be  sabmitted  to  Congress  for  approTaL 
But  this  morement  of  Mr.  Pugh  called  ont  firom  southern  members  severe 
rebnka  He  was  told,  in  the- most  ezplidt  language,  that  theBoath 
would  never  hold  political  fellowship  with  any  man  who  denied  to  Con- 
gress the  power  or  duty  to  sustain  slavery  in  the  Territories.  And  Mr. 
Dooglas  and  his  friends  were  given  clearly  to  underatand  that  no  advocate 
of  the  Kansas-Nebraska  bill  could  reoeive  the  support  of  the  slave  States. 

In  February,  Mr.  Davis,  of  Mississippi,  introduced  resolutions  ,^^^ 
declariDg  the  rights  of  the  States,  asserting  that  n^ro  slavery 
formed  a  part  of  the  political  institutions  of  various  States ;  that  the 
Union  of  the  States  rested*  upon  the  equality  of  rights  ;  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  Congress  to  provide  for  the  protection  of  slave  property  in  the 
Tenitories,  as  it  was  to  protect  other  property  of  the  citizens ;  that  the 
inhabitants  of  a  territory,  when  forming  a  State  constitution,  may  pro- 
vide for  the  continuance  or  the  abolition  of  slavery,  and  that  the  fugitive 
slave  act  ought  to  be  enfcnrced. 

These  resolations  were  discussed  and  amended,  and  finally  adopted, 
most  of  the  republican  Senators  refusing  to  vote  for  them. 

Early  in  the  session  Mr.  Mason,  of  Yirg^nia,  introduced  a  resolution 
for  appointing  a  committee,  to  investigate  and  report  to  the  Senate  the 
facts  connected  with  the  invasion  of  Y irginia  by  John  Brown  and  his 
followers.  Thej  summoned  before  them  many  witnesses,  whom  they 
examined ;  but  they  now  made  report  that  John  Brown,  Jr.,  of  Ashta- 
bula County,  Ohio,  and  James  Bedpath,  of  Maiden,  m  the  State  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, refhsed  to  appear  before  the  committee.  They  also  reported 
a  resolution  that  warrants  be  issued  to  the  Sergeantat'Arms,  to  take 
the  witnesses  and  bring  them  before  the  Senate,  to  answer  for  contempt 
of  its  authority. 

This  assumption  of  judicial  authority  by  the  Senate  was  voted  for  by 
Messrs.  Bigler  and  Cameron,  of  Pennsylvania ;  Oollamer  and  Foot,  of 
Yermont ;  Dixon  and  Foster,  of  Connecticut ;  Orimes  and  Harlan,  of 
Iowa  ;  Doolittle,  of  Wisconsm  ;  King  and  Seward,  of  New  York  ;  Pugh 
and  Wade,  of  Ohio  ;  Ten  Eyck  and  Thompson,  of  Kew  Jersey ;  while 
only  Messrs.  Sumner,  of  Massachusetts ;  Hale,  of  New  Hampshire ; 
Bingham,  of  Michigan,  and  Toombs^  of  Qe<»gia,  voted  against  ttie  pro^ 
oeeding. 
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It  18  MTtafii,  the  OMflMtstfoa  had  ghren  the  Senate  ao  other  JodWal 
powen  thai  sMh  as  ven  neeenarf  te  /Maef  t&  mm  M|y.  If  these 
BMQ  had  oMttnitted  crime  <»r  eCmee,  thef  ehorid  h«fe  been  indioted  m 
the  distriet  iribera  mfk  iiMoace  mm  eoaudtted ;  and  the  Senate  had  no 
aathofitf  to  briiig  them  from  Ohio  or  from  Mawmnhmrttg  to  answer  ia 
WaahiiR^ton  Oily.  If  they  had  oommitted  no  ciime^  aniely  ndther  the 
Senate,  nor  any  other  braaeh  of  Oo? erament,  had  aathority  to  take 
them  from  their  homes  to  WaAington.  Bnt  the  shire  power  donanded 
H,  and  nortem  Senators  voted  for  H. 

^^^  On  the  9l8t  February,  Mr.  Maaon  rqmrted  that  Thaddens 
Hyatt,  of  MaswafhaseftH,  had  retoed  to  appear  before  the  eooh 
mittee  and  give  testimony,  and  he  presented  a  resohition  leqoiring 
the  Vice-President  to  issae  his  warrant  to  the  Sergeant«t-Arm8,  com- 
manding  him  to  take  said  Hyatt  into  custody  and  bring  him  to  the  bar 
of  the  Senate.  Mr.  Hale  now  stated  his  reasons  Ibr  roting  against  the 
resolatlon,  showing  that  the  dalies  of  the  Senate  ander  the  Oonstitatioa 
were  purely  legislatiTe,  with  no  other  jndldal  aathority  than  to  preserve 
order  m  its  own  body  and  protect  itself  agahist  intm^rs. 

Mr.  Pngh,  of  Ohio,  stated  that  he  had  mteetlgated  tiie  snlject 
since  the  former  vote,  and  had  come  to  the  condnsion  that  no  sndi 
powers  rested  in  the  Senate  ;  and  Mr.  Ghesnnt,  of  Sonth  Carolina ; 
Clarki  of  New  Hampshire  ;  Dorkee,  of  Wisconsin  ;  Hamlin,  of  Maine ; 
Wade,  of  Ohio,  now  changed  positions,  and  voted  with  Mr.  Pogh 
against  this  usorpation  of  nndelegated  powera  Bat  the  motion  pre> 
Tailed. 

This  iMarpation  by  the  Senate  bros^ht  about  the  most  imp(»taat 
conflict  between  Ifae  Stete  and  National  OoTemmente  that  has  occnrred ; 
bot,  being  done  at  the  mstance  d  the  dave  power,  it  occasioned  bnt 
little  agitation  among  the  people. 

23^  J  On  the  10th  Aprfl,  Ifr.  Snmner  presented  the  memorial  of  F. 
B.  Sanborn,  of  Concord,  MasBachosetts,  settbig  forth  that  on  the 
8d  April,  certain  persons  who  had  been  prowling  aboat  his  neighborhood, 
under  shelter  of  night,  by  a  fraudulent  pretence,  drew  lum  to  Ins  door, 
seized,  handedfed,  and,  by  force,  attempted  to  convey  hhn  to  a  carriage ; 
that  by  the  eflbrte  of  a  refined  lady  the  neighbors  were  aroused,  the 
bells  rung,  and  the  kidnaiq)erB  were  iklayed  untH  a  writ  dkaheas  eorpu 
was  obtained :  that  he  was  then  taken  before  Chief  Justice  Shaw,  of 
that  Commonwealth,  who,  without  gomg  into  the  question  of  jarisdiction, 
decided  that  the  Seigeantat-Arms  could  not  delegate  his  aathority  to 
any  otlier  person :  and  the  memorialist  asked  redress  for  the  outrage  to 
which  he  had  been  sul:jected. 
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Mr.  Mason  said  that  Sanborn  bad  been  rescued  hy  a  mob. 

On  pres^ting  the  memorial,  Mr.  Simmer  remarked  that  Mr.  Sanborn 
was  a  teacher,  of  high  respectability,  and  as  the  Senate  had  caosed  his 
lights  to  be  outraged,  it  was  proper  that  soitable  redress  should  be 
awarded  him.    The  petition  was  finally  laid  on  the  table. 

On  the  13th  April,  Mr.  Snmner  presented  authenticated  documents 
in  the  ease  of  Mr.  Sanborn,  showing  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  the  return 
thereon,  and  the  entire  record  ;  which,  being  read,  he  referred  to  the 
remark  of  Mr.  Mason,  made  on  the  10th,  saying  Sanborn  had  been  res- 
cued by  a  mob,  and  characterized  the  remark  in  appropriate  terms,  and 
moved  a  reference  of  the  papers  to  the  proper  committee. 

Mr.  Mason  moved  to  reject  them,  and  in  the  course  of  debate,  it  was 
made  to  appear  that  Governor  Wise,  of  Virginia,  had  stated  in  a  letter 
to  the  Senate,  that  he  had  satisfactory  evidence  that  a  plan  existed 
in  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  and  other  States,  to  invade  Tirginia,  and 
northern  Senators  were  anxious  to  summon  him  before  them  to  learn 
the  source  from  whence  the  evidence  was  derived.  Southern  Senators 
refused  to  call  him  before  the  Senate,  and  it  was  more  than  inti- 
mated that  the  refusal  was  dictated  by  a  wish  to  save  Mr.  Wise  f^om 
the  disgrace  which  must  attend  the  exposure  of  his  attempt  to  alarm 
the  public. 

Senators  began  to  understand  that  men  of  intelligence  intended  to 
test  the  constitutionality  of  their  proceedings  before  the  bar  of  the  peo- 
pie;  and  they  became  more  deliberate  in  their  movements,  and  Mr. 
Mason  withdrew  his  motion  to  reject,  and  the  papers  were  referred.  But 
as  the  Ammittee  had  been  selected  by  slaveholders,  they  retained  the 
papers  in  perpetual  silence. 

The  Sergeant-at-Armd  made  report  that,  in  pursuance  of  the  warrant 
of  the  Speaker,  he  had  arrested  Thaddeus  Hyatt,  and  now  held  him  in 
custody. 

Mr.  Mason  moved  a  resolution  that  the  Speaker  inqufre  of  Hyatt — 
Ist.  What  excuse  have  you  for  not  appearing  before  the  committee,  to 
give  testunony  ?  2d.  Are  you  now  ready  to  testify  ?  The  resolution  was 
adopted ;  and  Hyatt,  saying  he  was  not  prepared  to  answer,  was  re- 
manded to  prison. 

On  the  9th  March,  he  was  again  brought  up,  and  the  President  of  the 
Senate  inquired  with  great  formality — "Mr.  Hyatt,  are  you  now  ready 
to  answer  the  questions  propounded  by  order  of  the  Senate  V^ 

Mr.  Hyatt  answered — "  Yes,  or,  I  ant  I  have  my  answer  here,  bat 
am  not  able  to  read  it.    I  hope  the  Clerk  will  read  it  for  me.'' 

Mr.  Mason  said  he  had  read  the  answer,  which  denied  the  authority 
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of  tlie  Seaate  ot  the  United  States,  byprooeas,  to  israde  the  donicfle  or 
anest  peaeefU  dtizens  charged  with  no  crime. 

Sd.  That  the  Senate  wer^  bound  to  lq;islate  npcHi  matters  whidi  th^ 
deemed  necessarj ;  bat  had  no  anthoritjr  to  compel  dtisens  from  distant 
States  to  mpipemt  before  them  to  give  information  as  to  their  duties  on 
anysnlgect. 

The  answer  was  read  at  length,  and  the  qnestion  of  disposing  of  the 
prisoner  was  next  presented.  He  was,  however,  remanded  to  the  cos- 
tody  of  the  Bergeant^t-Anns,  and  the  next  morning  Mr.  Mason  pre> 
sented  a  resolationy  committing  Hyatt  to  the  jail  of  Washington  for 
contempt  of  the  Senate,  ontQ  he  should  express  a  willingness  to 
testify. 

The  subject  of  jurisdiction  was  MLj  discussed,  and  Hyatt  was  com- 
mitted by  a  rote  of  44  to  10 — ^Messrs.  Bingham,  Dixon,  Hale,  HamHn,^ 
Sumner,  Harian,  Sinmions,  Toombs,  and  Wade,  voting  against  the  com- 
mitment. The  jailer,  being  governed  by  law,  could  not  recognize  the 
commitment  as  coming  from  any  l^^alized  source  ;  but  he  received 
Hyatt,  gave  him  a  comfortable  room,  which  was  sup|>lied  with  good 
parlor  furniture  ;  and,  the  prisoner  being  a  man  of  wealth,  obtained  the 
most  recent  publications,  and  occupied  his  time  agreeably  as  he  could 
under  the  circumstances. 

jjgg^.  The  Senate  now  found  itself  powerless  to  carry  out  their  designs 
by  imprisoning  Hyatt.  They  had  turned  aside  from  thdr  con- 
stitutional duties  to  compel  the  witness  to  testify  what  he  knew  of 
Brown's  invasion  of  Yiiginia ;  and  while  in  conversation  he  declared 
that  he  knew  nothing,  yet  he  determined  to  refuse  saying  se — under 
senatorial  process.  The  Senate  could  not  torture  him — ^they  could  not 
fine  him-^nor  could  they  induce  him  to  testify. 

On  the  25th  June,  the  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  cir- 
cumstances connected  with  the  raid  of  John  Brown  made  their  report. 
But  Hyatt  was  yet  in  prison.  Mr.  Sumner  had  previously  presented  a 
petition  numerously  signed  by  colored  men,  asking  his  release.  The 
petition  was  referred,  and  the  committee  reported  it  back,  with  a  re- 
commendation that  the  Secretary  kand  it  to  the  Senator  who  presented  it. 
But  a  majority  of  the  Senate  were  not  prepared  to  sustain  the  proposed 
insult,  and  the  report  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  Mr.  Hyatt  was  dis- 
charged. 

The  committee,  in  reporting  upon  the  subject  for  which  it  had  been 
raised,  frankly  admitted  that  they  could  traflbe  no  knowledge  of  the  in- 
vasion to  any  other  persons  than  to  Brown  and  his  followers. 

But  this  invasion  of  Virginia  struck  the  entire  shiveholduig  populaticm 
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with  horror.  It  broaght  the  salgeet.of  darery  aad  the  horrora  of  dave 
insorrectioiis  before  the  people  of  the  covitry  in  a  practical  point  of 
Tiew,  and  gave  slaveholders  to  miderstaiid  that  they  were  not  firee  from 
danger,  when  their  eneoues  were  provoked  too  Cur. 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Mississippi,  introduced  a  billin  the  Senate  for  pnmeh- 
ing  offences  against  slave  properly  in  the  Territories ;  bat  it  was  not 
debated,  and  attracted  bat  littie  attention. 

Bills  were  introduced  for  the  more  effectoal  sapprossion  of  the  AMcaa 
slave  trade ;  and  petitions  were  presented  praying  Congress  to  aboUsh 
slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in  the  Disl^ct  of  Colombia  and  in  the  Ter- 
ritories of  the  United  States  ;  against  the  admission  of  any  more  slave 
States ;  and  against  the  employment  of  slaves  by  government.  Most  of 
these  were  laid  npon  the  table  without  debate. 

The  constitntion  of  Kansas,  recently  adopted  by  the  people  of  that 
territory,  was  now  presented  to  both  Hooses  of  Congress,  with  an  appli- 
cation for  admission  to  the  Union  as  a  State.  The  subject  was  refenred, 
and  a  bill  for  the  admission  rq)orted,  debated,  passed  the  House  of 
Representatives,  and  was  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

In  the  Senate  there  was  great  resLstanoe  to  the  fti^Tni»nAii^  as  it  would 
increase  the  number  of  free  States ;  and  so  determined  was  ik^  opposi- 
tion, that  the  bill  was  yet  pending  before  the  Senate  at  the  a4joum- 
ment. 

Mr.  Bingham,  of  Ohio,  introduced  a  bill  early  in  the  sessioii  declaring 
all  laws  of  New  Mexico  establishing,  authorial^,  or  protecting  involun- 
tary servitude  void.  All  southern  members  voted  against  this  bin^ 
together  with  Messrs.  Thayer,  of  Massachusetts ;  John  Cochraae^ 
Haskin,  and  Beynolds,  of  New  York ;  Adrian  and  Biggs^  of  New 
Jersey ;  Burch  and  Scott,  of  California ;  Cooper,  of  Michigan ;  Florencei 
Montgomery,  and  Schwartz,  of  Pennsylvania ;  Howard,  Martin,  Pendle- 
ton, and  Yallandigham,  of  Ohio ;  Davis,  Holman,  and  Niblack,  of  Indi- 
ana ;  Larrabee,  of  Wisconsin  ;  Logan,  Morris,  and  RofaiaBon,  of  Illinois  | 
and  Stout,  of  Oregon.  These  twenty-four  northern  members  were  un- 
wilhng  to  give  liberty  to  the  slaves  of  that  tenitovy.  But  the  bill  passed 
the  House  of  Representatives  by  a  minority  of  seven  votes.  » 

A  bill  from  tiie  Senate  to  jMrohibit  the  African  slave  trade  was  sub- 
jected to  a  protracted  debate  in  the  House.  That  provision  of  the  bill 
which  authorized  the  support  of  the  recaptured  victims  of  that  com* 
merce  for  a  certain  tune  after  being  rescued  from  the  slavedealers  was 
objected  to  aa  mianutittUional';  but  it  passed  the  House  by  122  votes  to 
56  against  it. 

On  all  questions  touching  slaveryi  slaveholders  appeared  to  graduate 
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HMr  monl  pihMl|jlu  by  the  httttnde  in  wMdi  thej  Hf^d.  fHitis,  in 
MaiTlttid,  KcBtacftj,  aad  Minaari  iDoet  ritt?eholding  memben  yoted 
to  AboBflh  tho  Aftieaa  dare  trade,  ivtile  those  from  South  Oarolina, 
Georgia,  Alabama,  lOflBtnippi,  Lomeiana,  and  Texas,  nsually  Toted 
agaatt  ererj  attesnpt  to  pat  down  that  piiaUeal  traffic 
^3^^  Abfll  proiridlng  far  the  geaeral  oiganlntioii  oftenitorial  go?- 
emments,  ezdnding  sUrrery  thereiVom,  was  debated  far  some  time 
in  the  Home  of  RepresentatiTes ;  bvt  Mr.  Thayer,  of  Massachasetts, 
elected  as  a  Bqrablican,  nited  widk  Mr.  Douglas  and  his  faUowmi  to 
preyent  any  action  on  this  subject,  and  by  the  assistanoe  of  those  caUed 
OonsenratiTBS  defeated  the  biH 

The  pofleraranoe  with  which  tiie  dare  power  always  pressed  the 
claims  of  southern  men  for  the  loss  of  dares  was  well  illnstrated  daring 
this  sesnon.  In  1814,  General  Jackson  entered  west  Florida  witl^ 
his  anny.  He  was  fallowed  by  a  daas  of  desperadoes  who  stole  negroes 
from  the  inhabitants;  bat  no  one  then  pretended  that  Government 
was  in  any  way  responsible  for  these  acts. 

In  1818,  Genend  Jadnon,  in  prosecating  the  first  Seminole  war 
again  invaded  Floiida,  and  in  order  to  support  his  army,  took  posses- 
sion of  all  provisions  which  M  in  his  way. 

By  the  ninth  artide  of  onr  treaty  with  Spain,  in  1820,  l^e  American 
Government  agreed  to  indemnify  the  Spanish  officers  and  inhabitants  of 
Florida  for  sodi  iiijaries  as  they  had  snstained  by  the  late  American 
army.  Hiere  was  at  that  time  no  donl.t  entertained  in  regard  to  this 
stipolation.  All  appesnr  to  hare  understood  4t  as  applying  to  the  kUe 
amy,  or  the  army  of  1818. 

Ikit  the  people  who  had  lost  daves  and  property  in  1814  soon  after 
applied  for  indemnify,  and  their  daims  were  rejected.  l%ey  tiien  peti- 
tioned Gongressy  but  obfamed  no  relief.  They  next  called  on  the  Trea- 
soy  Department,  and  Mr.  Woodbury,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  was 
said  to  haTe  dedded  ihvorably  upon  this  dass  of  dafans^  and  that  some 
tea  thousand  doOars  were  paid  on  them  before  he  leaned  that  tbey  had 
been  pieviondy  rejected. 

The  daimaats  again  called  on  Congress,  and  the  memorials  were 
referred  to  the  Oommlttee  on  "  Indian  Alfafrs,''  who  made  an  daborate 
report,  with  a  bill,  for  their  payment  But  when  it  came  up  for  investi* 
gation,  in  1848,  Mr.  Adams  gave  sadi  an  expose  of  its  d^nerits  that 
only  thirty-three  members  voted  for  it. 

After  the  lapse  of  a  few  years  they  were  presented  to  the  Court  of 
Claims,  where  they  were  again  rgected.  But  now,  after  forty-six  yean 
had  gone  by,  th^  were  presented  to  the  Senate,  and  a  Teiy  daborate 
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report  was  vrade  in  ftmr  of  paying  intern.  Them  was,  howerer,  stimg 
oppositioD  to  the  bill,  which  was  pos4>0B6d  to  the  next  flesakm.'^ 

Mr.  Blake,  of  Ohio,  pnaented  to  the  HooBe  a  preamble  and  reatdn- 
tion,  in  the  Mowing  words : 

**  Whereas,  The  <Aattelising  of  hranuiity,  and  boKng  of  perwns  as 
prop^ty,  ifl  eontrarj  to  national  jnstioe  and  the  Amdamental  piindples 
<rf  oar  political  erfstenv  and  is  notoriously  a  reproaeh  to  our  coontry 
thronghont  the  etTilised  world,  and  a  serioos  hindrance  to  the  progress 
of  repnbUcan  Uberty  among  the  aatiens  of  the  earth  ;  therefore 

*'  Ruohed,  That  the  Oommittee  cm  the  Judiciary  be  instructed  to  in- 
qnire  mto  the  ezpedi^cy  of  reporting  a  bill  giTing  freedom  to  erery 
hnman  being,  and  interdicting  ^aTery'whereyer  Congress  has  the  con- 
sUtitional  power  to  legislate  on  that  subject." 

This  resolntion  was  resisted  by  cTery  member  from  the  slaye  States, 
and  by  Messrs.  French,  of  Maine ;  Thayer,  of  Maasaehnsetts ;  Barr, 
Briggs,  John  Cochrane,  and  Kenyon,  of  New  York;  Campbell,  Florence, 
Hickman,  Montgomery,  Morris,  McEnight,  MePherson,  Mfllward, 
Schwartz,  and  Scranton,  of  Pennsylyania ;  lUggs  and  Nixon,  of  New 
Jersey ;  Allen,  Cox,  Martin,  Trimble,  and  Yallandigham,  of  Ohio ; 
Dayis,  Bonn,  Hnghs,  and  Niblack,  of  In&na  ;  Fonke,  Logan,  Morris, 
and  Ex^binson,  of  Illinois. 

The  resolntion  was  in  exact  accordance  with  the  platform  to  which 
erery  tme  Bepablican  was  committed  ;  yet  ont  of  the  one  hundred  and 
serenteen  Republicans  who  voted  for  the  Speaker  only  sixty,  or  little 
more  than  half  the  real  number,  voted  for  this  resolution  ;  and  it  was 
defeated  by  one  hundred  and  nine  votes  in  the  negatiye. 

This  want  of  harmony  among  the  Republicans  grew  ont  of  the  dif- 
ferent opinions  entertained  by  the  members.  Men  who  had  long  acted 
with  the  whig  party,  under  the  conviction  that  its  policy  and  principles 
were  correct,  found  themselves  abandoned  by  their  associates  with  whom 
they  had  long  acted,  and  were  constramed  to  unite  with  Republicans  or 
remahi  isolated  from  political  sodety.  Coming  faito  the  republican 
organization,  they  sought  to  change  the  party  with  whom  they  united 
rather  than  admit  that  they  had  been  wrong  in  former  times. 

Another  class  were  office  seekers.  They  had  opposed  the  republican 
organization  until  they  saw  its  success  was  inevitable.  They  then  joined 
it ;  but  this  occurred  as  it  were  at  the  eleveutii  hour,  and  they  could 
not  assume  a  leading  position  while  admitting  themselves  to  be  foUow- 

*  Probably  the  secflnion  of  the  aUTe  SUtai  nved  the  TreMory  from  the  erentuftl  payment  of 
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en.    These  men  were  deeiroiiB  of  adopting  some  oiher^pcHkj,  in  order 
that  thej  might  lead  in  its  support 

^3^j  They  sought  to  draw  off  public  attention  from  the  great  issne 
which  had  been .  formed  between  the  RepnblicaQS  and  Demo* 
crats,  npon  the  primal  tmths  of  iht  Declaration  of  Independence ;  not 
because  those  doctrines  were  wrong,  but  for  the  reason  that  ^  kad  not 
led  tatAdr  avouxd.  All  these  men  belieyed  the  people  too  ignorant  and 
too  depraved  to  maintain  a  frm  and  juti  goyemment.  They  asserted 
and  constantly  maintained  that  wrong,  injnstice,  corraption,  and  crimes 
were  necessary  to  eiq^rt  any  form  of  goyemment.  This  theory  charac- 
terised the  democratic  party.  They  held  it  was  necessary  to  maintMn 
slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in  the*District  of  Colombia  in  order  to  snp* 
port  the  Union.  Mr.  Clay  and  Mr.  Webster,  Mr.  Fillmore  and  his 
Cabinet,  all  held  that  it  was  necessary  for  northern  men  to  seize  and 
return  to  slavery  those  who  were  fleeing  to  a  land  of  liberty.  This  ootr 
rage  npon  hnman  natore  was  perhaps  the  most  revolting  crime  which 
men  conkl  commit  against  their  fellow-men;  yet  leading  Whigs  and  lead* 
ing  Democrats  asserted  that  it  was  necessary  that  the  people  of  the  free 
States  shonld  commit  it  in  order  to  save  the  Unum, 

The  friends  of  liberty  saw  clearly  that  their  damger  arose  from  malcon- 
tents fffitkin  the  repMioM  orgamzatian.  They  had  no  fears  of  the  demo- 
cratic party.  They  were  <^n  and  frank  in  the  avowal  of  political  crimes, 
and  reflecting  men  knew  that  all  honest,  patriotic  adherents  of  tmth 
and  justice  most  c^ppose  them  so  long  as  the  then  existing  issne  was 
adhered  to. 

The  aothor  was  then  in  private  life,  bnt  he  saw  clearly  the  efforts 
making  to  modify  the  issne  between  the  Democrats  and  Republicans 
in  order  to  render  it  less  distinct  To  meet  those  efforts  he  sought 
the  appointment  of  delegate  to  the  Chicago  Convention  for  nomi- 
nating President  and  Yice-Preeident  He  said  poblidy  that  his  object 
was  to  indooe  the  republican  party  to  adhere  to  its  doctrmes,  to 
stand  firmly  upon  the  issoe  which  had  been  formed.  On  readiing 
Chicago,  he  found  a  large  hall  where  thousands  were  convened. 
Other  speakers  argued  in  favor  of  their  respective  candidates,  but  the 
writer  at  once  avowed  that  the  maintena/nce  of  prindjpU  should  constitute 
the  object  of  the  cowoention.  That  parties  were  a  deception  when  they 
ceased  to  represent  prindpleB.  ThaX  all  ought  to  support  the  doctrines 
enunciated  in  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  and  repeated  by  the  Re- 
publicans at  the  Philadelphia  Convention.  He  also  made  known  to  the 
delegates  of  bis  State  that  he  wished  to  serve  on  the  Committee  of  Re- 
solutions, as  he  had  done  at  Philadelphia  when  the  party  was  formed, 
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^  and  that  his  otject  was  to  induce  the  eonmiUee  and  the  eanwniion  to  adhere 
to  repubUcan  principles. 

Bat  the  delegation  appointed  another  gentleman  who  had  not  been 
known  to  the  pnblio  as  an  adherent  of  these  principles.  The  committee 
reported  a  series  of  resolutions  declamatory  in  their  character,  assiuling 
the  democratic  party,  and  disapproving  the  extension  of  slarery  into 
free  territory,  bnt  entirely  dmittang  all  reference  to  the  elementary 
troths  enunciated  in  1856. 
t  •  The  report  being  read,  the  author  {Mroposed  an  amendment,  reasserting 
the  "  self-evident  tmths  "  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  Its  adop- 
tion was  opposed  by  Mr.  Carter,  of  Ohio ;  Mr.  Thayer,  of  Massa- 
chusetts ;  and  a  gentleman  firom  Indiana.  But  no  other  member  rose 
to  sustain  the  amendment,  and  it  was  rejected. 

Unwilling  to  sit  in  a  conyention  that  hesitated  to  reassert  the  primal 
truths  on  which  the  Oovernment  was  founded,  the  author  left  the  hall. 
.  As  he  went  to  his  lodgings,  gentlemen  from  diiferent  States  acc<Hnpanied 
him,  wishing  to  have  another  convention  called  of  men  who  would  abide 
by  the  doctrines  of  the  Government.  But  whUe  conversing  on  the  subject, 
Mr.  Gurtiss,  of  New  York,  offered,  substantiilly,  the  same  amendment, 
and  sustained  it  by  an  able  speech.  Mr.  Nye,  of  that  State,  also  sup- 
ported it,  and  it  was  adopted  ;  and,  on  being  informed  of  this  foct,  the 
author  and  his  friends  resumed  their  seats  in  the  convention. 

As  these  movements  stand  connected  with  important  historic     r^g^ 
events,  it  is  deemed  proper  to  place  them  in  detail  before  the 
reader. 

Among  all  the  candidates  for  President,  only  one  had  been  numbered 
among  the  advocates  of  freedom  previous  to  the  convention  at  Philadel- 
phia in  1856.  Mr.  Chase,  of  Ohio,  had. been  an  early  advocate^  of 
human  rights. 

As  it  was  evident  that  the  Eepublicans  must  succeed,  the  friends  of 
the  various  candidates  urged  the  dai&is  of  their  favorites,  and  all  were 
anxious  to  pledge  themselves  and  their  candidates  to  stand  by  the  doo- 
trines  of  the  party.  But  men  had  arrayed  themselves  so  strongly  in 
favor  of  one  and  against  the  others,  that  it  was  found  necessary  to  select 
one  against  whom  th«^  was  comparatively  little  prejudice.  Mr.  Lincoln, 
of  Illinois^  was  nommated.  He  was  fiterally  a  self-made  man,  a  native 
of  Kentucky,  possessing  an  intellect  of  unusual  astuteness,  and  of  unim- 
peachable integrity.  He  had  served  one  term  in  Congress,  but  was 
evi«lent]y  destitute  of  that  experience  in  public  life  which  was  neces- 
sary to  qualify  a  man  for  the  Presidential  office.  •  His  early  training  and 
habits  of  thought  had  led  him  to  believe  the  slaveholder  had  some  moral 
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or  h^il  i^t  to  the  senioes  of  kb  flbTe ;  and  ftKlMMi|^h  an  doqneirt 
ad?ocate  of  liberty,  it  appeared  difficult  for  him  to  beOere  that  the 
Tight  to  life  aad  libertj  had  been  bestowed  on  black  men  eqneUf 
with  the  white  race.  Bat  from  his  candor,  his  fraDkneai,  and  iategiitj, 
the  anti^Tery  nnea  had  confidence  that  he  would  respect  tiidr 
principfes  in  doe  time. 

,  In  all  fbrmer  presidential  elections^  members  of  Chmgrem  had  gitei^ 
direction  to  the  public  mind  in  regard  to  candidates.  Bat  Mr.  Uncohi 
had  very  little  oengieaftoaal  sqiport,  and  his  nomination  was  reeeiTed  in 
Washington  with  wonder  and  sorprise.  Bat  the  membera  generally  mp^ 
ported  him. 

The  importance  of  this  dection  did  not  consist  so  moch  in  the  dero- 
tion  of  the  repablican  party  to  the  great  doctrines  of  liberty,  as  in  the 
fact  that  the  nomination  and  election  resolted  from  the  independent 
action  of  men  who  refiised  to  be  eontvolled  by  the  slare  power.  Pro- 
bably hondreda  of  thoossnds  Toted  with  the  repabUcan  party  under  the 
expectation  of  snccesSy  earji^  tt^ /or  <Ae  ifaee. 

Hie  democratic  party,  as  had  been  foreseen,  conld  not  eflbctnally  ra^ 
sist  the  power  of  mwal  principle.  Sonthem  members  of  the  party  were 
anxioos  that  the  slaTeholding  constitution  of  Ijmsas  should  be  recei?ed 
by  CoDgress,  aad  the  State  admitted  without  submitting  the  adi^on 
of  it  to  the  people  of  the  territory. 

Northern  leaders  saw  clearly  Aat  such  policy  most  result  in  the 
oTerthrow  of  their  organization.  Southern  statesmen  demanded  that 
Congress  should  legislate  for  the  protection  of  slayery  in  the  Terr»> 
toriea  The  northern  members  reftased  to  adopt  that  doctrine,  urging 
that  the  people  of  the  territory  may  either  admit  or  reject  slavery,  as 
they  pleased. 

Thus  was  the  party  divided,  and  when  their  delegates  assembled  at 
Charleston  fw  the  purpose  of  mmdnatiiig  candidates  for  President  and 
Yice-President,  they  were  unable  to  agree  iqK>n  a  platform  of  prineqiles^ 
and  sqparated  into  diiFerent  conyentions^  and  nominated  dtflEarent  caadi* 
dates.  The  northern  portion  of  the  party  united  on  Mr.  Doug^  aad 
those  of  the  South  on  Mr.  Breckinridge.  This  division  of  the  demo- 
cratic organization  left  no  doubt  of  their  defeat^  and  the  election  of  Mr. 
liuooln  was  rather  a  matter  of  form  than  the  sohition  of  a  doobtfid 
question. 

ji^^        The  sbve  power,  by  the  exercise  of  its  influence,  had  elected 

Mr.  Jefferson  in  1800,  and  had  dictated  the  election  of  every 

subsequent  Presiduit  iq>  to  that  of  Mr.  lincoh,  in  1860,  except  that  of 

Mr.  Adams,  in  1884.    And  in  the  election  of  Mr.  Adams  the  qoestioti 


of  dayery  was  not  distinctly  inTolTed,  nor  was  he  dected  in  opposition 
to  the  slave  power. 

But  now  the  victory  was  obtained  by  the  force  of  tmth  operating 
upon  the  popular  mind.  Danng  tha  canvaaB  there  was  no  political 
strategy,  no  difgniring  of  principles,  no  subterfiige,  no  metaphysical 
theories  to  deceive  or  mislead  the  people*  It  was  achieved  by  the  open 
avowal  and  nndiagoised  maintenance  of  "self-evident  Irnths.''  The 
result  constitated  an  era  in  Christian  statesmanship.  The  old  theory 
of  politicians  had  been  discarded.  The  dictation  of  the  slave  power 
had  been  repudiated..  Tha  Qovemment  was  to  be  r^nerated  and 
redeemed,  when  the  ezistiog  Administration  should  dose  its  consti- 
tutional term  of  service. 
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CHAPTER  XXX. 

STATS  or  FBBUKO  AFTEB  THB  XLBOnOlT— OFFICIAL  UKKDACTTT  OF  FRXSf- 
DBHT  BUCHANAN — FEELING  IN  CONOBSSS — FROPOSmONS  OF  MR.  CBnTBN* 
DEH — ^WITHDRAWAL  OF  SOtJTH  CAROLINA — HER  DECLARATION  OF  CAUSES — 
SHB  SENDS  DELEGATES  TO  WASHINGTON — A  CONVENTION  Ot  DELEGATES 
FROM  THE  FREE  AND  BORDEB  STATES — ^INAUOXTRATION  OF  THE  REBEIXIOIT 
AND  CLOSE  OF  THE  DEMOCRATIC  ADMINTSIBATION. 

jg^.  The  expectation  that  the  Bepablicans  would  elect  their  candi- 
date to  the  Presideiicy,  had  led  sereral  of  the  soothem  States  to 
take  preparatcvy  measores  for  inaugaratiiig  the  rebellion ;  bat  when 
the  result  was  known,  the  pending  storm  appeared  to  gather  more 
raiHdlj.  Congress  was  aboat  to  assemble,  and  in  order  that  Sontb 
Carolina  should  not  be  misimderstood,  her  two  Senators  resigned  their 
positionB,  and  refhsed  to  take  seats  in  the  bodj  of  which  they  had  been 
member!  Oorenior  Letcher,  of  Yirginia,  in  his  message  to  the  Legis- 
latore,  dedared  that  the  administration  of  Mr.  Lmcoln  conld  not  and 
would  not  be  sabmitted  to.  Mississippi,  Alabama,  Geoi^gia  and  Florida 
also  b^an  to  make  public  demonstrations  m  favor  of  rebellion. 

At  the  reassembling  of  the  twenty-sixth  Ooi^ress,  the  membws  found 
themselveB  smrrounded  by  novel  and  interesting  circumstances.  Hie 
voice  of  the  people  had  been  uttered  in  favor  of  .equal  rights,  and  equal 
justice  to  ail  men.  They  had  emphaticaUy  repudiated  the  heathenish 
dogma  that  ''  black  men  have  no  rights  that  white  men  are  bound  to 
respect."  Nor  was  this  vote  of  the  peq>le  less  a  repudiation  of  the  m^ 
who  held  such  barbarous  doctrines.  It  was  quite  obvious  that  the  policy 
of  sustaining  slavery  could  no  longer  control  the  Government.  States- 
men of  experience,  looking  through  the  vista  of  comiug  events,  read  the 
doom  of  oppression,  which  now  appeared  to  be  written  xspovL  the 
moral  world  around  us. 

But  a  hallucination  appeared  to  have  seized  upon  the  southern 
mind.  The  advocates  of  slavery  constituted  the  only  persons  in  exist- 
ence who  believed  that  slavery  could  survive  a  civil  war :  yet  they 
appeared  to  think  that  insurrection  alone  would  sustain  the  institution. 
They  insisted,  however,  that  the  firee  States  had  always  yielded  to  the 
demands  of  the  South,  and  that  the  people  of  the  North  would  give  up 
the  administration  of  government  to  southern  hands  rather  than  see  the 
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ITnioa  disolTed.  No  sontheni  man  appeared  to  hare  the  kast  idea  that 
the  people  of  the  free  States  would  ever  meet  them  in  anned  hoatility, 
rather  than  surrender  the  Qovemment  and  tfaw  libertiefl  to  the  k&egmg 
of  aUydioldera.  Indeed,  northern  Democrate  and  some  northern  presses 
proposed  that  the  Bepablicans  shonld  give  up  the  admuiistration  of 
government  to  soathem  oligarchs,  and  that  the  President  elect  du»ild 
quetlj  retire  to  private  life. 

Old  men  who  had  long  serred  in  the  whig  and  democratic  parties 
were  astoniiAied  at  the  change.  They  had  never  dreamed  that  there  was 
an  inherent,  immatable  power  in  tmth  and  justice.  They  felt  that  Messrs. 
Ghiy,  and  Webster,  and  Cass,  and  Galhonn^^  and  Fillmore,  and  their 
assodates,  were  truly  the  greatest  men,  and  the  ablest  statesmen  of  the 
world :  That  under  their  influence,  the  interests  of  slavery  had  controlled 
the  Oovemment,  in  its  days  of  apparent  prosperity :  they  saw  no  evils 
in  the  jfagltive  slave  act,  nor  in  the  slave  trade,  or  in  slavery  on  the  high 
seas,  in  the  District  of  Oolumbia,  or  in  oar  TenitcNries.  They  believed 
it  necessary  to  sustain  the  slave  trade  to  pay  the  debts  of  Texas,  to  wage 
a  war  with  Mexico  and  batcher  her  people,  in  order  that  we  might 
prosper ;  and  they  were  overwhelmed  with  surprise  that  the  people 
should  desire  a  change  of  policy.  Nor  was  this  feeliog  uncommon.  It 
pervaded  all  classes  to  a  greater  or  less  extent ;  even  professed  RepnbUr 
cans  were  unconscious  ci  the  reflponsibility  now  thrown  upon  their 
party. 

Preodent  Buchanan  was  an  old  man.  He  had  served  during  his 
political  lift  in  the  democratic  party,  and  was  supposed  to  truly  repre- 
sent the  voice  of  those  who  continued  to  act  with  him. 

In  his  annual  message,'  he  called  attention  to  the  disaffection  of  the 
South.  With  mendacious  effrontery  he  asserted  that  the  hostility  of  the 
South  had  arisen  from  **  the  long  eontinoed  and  intemperate  imterfermuB 
of  the  northern  people  with  the  questicm  of  slavery  in  the  sotUhem 
Siaies."  This  assertion  had  been  so  often  put  forth  by  irresponsible 
politicians  and  members  of  Congress  that  the  President,  although  con- 
sdous  of  its  falsity,  did  not  probably  think  it  would  be  eiposed :  but  he 
as  wen  as  the  writer  had  long  moved  in  public  Hfe,  and  must  have 
known  that  no  member  of  Congress,  or  pnUic  man,  or  man  of  character, 
had  ever  offered  or  presented  a  resolution,  or  bill,  or  memorial,  or  speech, 
or  proposition  to  interfere  with  slavery  in  the  States.  The  author 
qpeaks  with  some  earnestness  on  this  subject :  conscious  that  for  many 
years  he  was  regarded  as  the  most  radical,  the  most  ultra-republican 
and  anti-slavery  man  who  served  in  Congress,  he  appeals  to  the  records 
of  that  body  as  showing  conclusively  that  at  all  times,  under  all  drouni' 
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stancet ,  lie  denied  for  himself  and  fnends  tlie  oonstitattonal  power  to 
interfere  in  time  of  peace  with  the  institiition  in  the  States.  Bat,  this 
declaration  of  the  Presid^t  greatly  enoooraged  southern  rebels,  as  it 
led  them  to  cherish  the  expectation  that  the  democratic  party  would 
unite  with  them  in  garrjing  pat  the  rebellion. 

Soon  as  the  message  had  been  read  in  the  House,  Mr.  Boteler,  aslaTr 
holder  of  Virginia,  moved  to  refer  so  much  of  it  as  related  to  the 
periloos  condition  of  the  coontry  to  a  committee  of  one  monber  from 
each  State.  The  motion  prcToiled  by  a  vote  of  145  in  tM  aifirmative 
to  88  in  the  nq^tiTe. 

XTnfortonately  the  Speaker,  through  timicUty,  or  from  not  knowing 
the  character  of  the  members,  appointed  at  the  head  of  this  important 
.committee  Mr.  Oorwin,  of  Ohio,  who  had  served  in  Mr.  FQlmore^s 
Cabinet ;  and  had  ever  approved  and  advocated  the  fugitive  slave  act, 
and  all  those  measares  of  Congress  in  favor  of  slavery,  which  were  so 
offensive  to  the  lovers  of  liberty  ;  and  a  large  majority  of  the  committee 
were  either  slaveholders  or  supporters  of  the  slavehcdding  policy.  They 
made  several  reports,  one  of  which  was  in  favor  of  a  more  stringent 
frigitive  slave  enactment,  and  for  the  adoption  of  farther  compromises 
on  the  part  of  the  free  States,  which,  although  rejected  by  the  House, 
served  to  increase  the  confidence  of  southern  men  that  the  uorthera 
people  would  surrender  to  the  demands  of  the  Soath. 

The  Representatives  and  Senators  of  Virginia,  with  an  air  of  importance, 
now  proposed  to  act  as  mediators  between  the  North  and  South,  in  order 
"  to  save  the  UmonP  But  every  suggestion  coming  from  them,  merely 
indicated  that  the  people  of  the  free  States  should  make  further  sur- 
renders, and  give  farther  guarantees  to  slavery. 

To  these  suggestions  northern  Democrats  generally  assented,  while 
Republicans  listened  to  them  in  silence. 

Various  propositions  were  offered  to  the  consideration  of  the  Senate 
and  of  the  House  for  amending  the  Constitution.  Some  proposed  to 
divide  the  territory,  and  make  it  the  duty  of  Congress  to  support  liberty 
north  of  a  certain  line,  and  slavery  south  of  it.  Some  proposed  to 
amend  the  Constitution,  so  that  the  United  States  should  pay  the  owners 
of  fugitive  slaves  the  value  of  those  who  should  escape,  thus  taxing  the 
people  of  the  firee  States  to  support  shivery.  Others  proposed  to  pay 
the  master  from  the  funds  of  the  State  to  which  the  slave  might 
flee.  But  every  proposition  for  amending  the  Constitution  or  hiwa, 
had  for  its  object  further  surrender  of  northern  rights.  That  which 
attracted  most  attention  and  commanded  most  influence,  was  presented 
to  the  Senate  by  Hon,  John  J.  Crittenden,  of  Kentucky.    He  proposed 
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rach  an  amendment  of  the  Constitntion  as  wonld  establish  slavery 
south  of  36  deg.  30  min.  north  latitude,  and  midntain  fi'eedom  north 
of  that  line. 

2d.  That  Congress  should  have  no  power  to  abolish  slavery  in  any 
place  ander  its  exclusive  Jurisdiction  ;  should  not  interfere  willi  davery 
or  the  slave  trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia  whfle  the  State  of  Mary- 
buid  should  conthrae  the  institution :  And  that  the  owners  of  slaves 
might  transport  them  from  one  State  to  another  by^  la/nd  or  water. 
This  would  give  them  the  right  of  transit  through  the  free  States,  and  in 
fact  would  render  every  State  a  slaveholding  government. 

8d.  That  payment  of  the  value  of  furtive  slaves  should  be  made  from 
the  public  treasury  whenever  they  should  be  rescued  or  assisted  to 
escape. 

These  propositions  were  in  most  singular  contrast  with,  the  President's 
message,  in  which  he  asserted  that  all  which  the  slave  States  demanded 
was  "to  he  Id  alonej'  WfaHe  these  false  assertions  of  the  President  were 
before  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  every  proposition  from  members  re- 
presenting slave  States  or  from  northern  Democrats,  demanded  further 
concession,  further  yielding  of  northern  rights,  further  support  of  slavery 
from  the  northern  people  :  Every  proposition  was  in  dhrect  antagonism 
with  the  essential  prindples  of  liberty  and  Justice  set  forth  in  the  Declar 
ration  of  Independence  ;  and  not  one  of  them  could  be  adopted  and  cap* 
ried  into  effect  without  overthrowing  the  vital  doctrines  on  which  the 
Government  had  been  founded. 

On  the  21st  December,  the  Representatives  of  South  Carolina,     .^^^ 
by  a  written  communication  addressed  to  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  announced  that  the  people  of  that  State  had 
resumed  the  powers  dd^^ted  to  the  Federal  Government,  and  took 
final  leave  of  Congress.  * 

In  professing  to  withdraw  from  the  XTnion,  South  OaroUna,  through 
Ler  convention,  asserted  that  by  the  compact  expressed  in  the  fourth 
article  of  the  Constitution,  the  several  States  stipulated  to  return  fugi- 
tive shives  ;  that  fourteen  of  those  States  had  failed  to  perform  their 
several  covenants  in  this  respect:  Yet  every  Senator  and  Repre- 
sentative of  that  State  had  voted  in  fiivor  of  exercising  the  ungracious 
task  of  capturing  and  returning  fugitive  daves  bff  the  Federal  Growm- 
ment.  Indeed,  the  then  existing  fiigitive  act  was  reported  by  Sena- 
tor Butler,  of  that  State,  and  the  Supreme  Court,  in  accordance 
with  southern  views,  had  decided  that  all  State  laws  on  ttie  subject 
were  void. 

This  failure  to  capture  and  return  fiigitive  slaves  by  northern  dti- 
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DOW  coDstitiited  the  liiding  ftnd  principal  eanse  aTowed  bj 
Booth  Oaroima  for  cHnolymg  the  UnioQ  whieh  her  people  had  sworn  to 
npport. 

The  next  cause  asrigned  ma,  that  the  people  of  the  free  States  de- 
nied the  r^ht  of  property  in  human  flesh :  and  the  assertion  of  this 
principle,  tsnght  hj  Ohristianity,  enforced  bj  oar  Declaration  of  Inde* 
pendenoe^  and  emphatioallj  assorted  by  the  Oonititation,  was  proclaimed 
by  the  people  of  Sonth  OaroHna  as  sufficient  caose  for  separating  from 
the  Goyemment  institnted  by  ovr  fathers. 

The  next  canse  asrigned  was  the  agitation  of  the  slave  qnestion  by 
Hm  people  of  the  itee  States.  Perhaps  nothing  better  fflostrates  the 
foeling  of  despotism  which  ruled  onr  slaye  States,  than  this  idea  of  de- 
nying to  northern  people  the  right  to  speak  their  sentiments  on  all  moral 
and  political  qnestions.  Tlie  right  had  been  most  solemnly  gnaranteed 
by  the  Oonstitntion,  while  its  exercise  famished  Sonth  Carolina  with  a 
supposed  rin^cation  for  separating  firom  the  TTnion. 

The  next  and  last  cause  of  complaint  was,  that  some  of  the  northern 
States  had  eleyated  to  citixenship  persons  (blacks)  whom  the  people  of 
Sonth  Garolina  dedared  were  hicapable  of  becoming  snch  under  the 
Oonstitntion.  This  assertion,  howeyer,  was  sustained  alone  by  the  dicta 
ef  slaye  States,  for  sorely  the  Oonstitntion  of  the  United  States  had  made 
no  dBstinction  on  account  of  complexion.  Not  a  word,  or  sentence,  or 
thought  in  this  dedaration  of  causes  which  implied  South  Carolina  to 
the  separation,  has  allusion  to  any  subject  but  skwery.  No  other  sub- 
ject was  alluded  to  as  fomishing  any  cause  of  oomplamt :  And  it  is  be- 
lieyed  that  this  constituted  the  first  instance  in  the  history  of  the  world 
where  a  fieaple  hant  reooUed  againd  a  govenme$U  en  account  of  Ut  devth 
turn  to  Uhtri^.  None  of  the  other  seceding  States  based  their  yindk^aUcm 
npon  any  other  than  this  general  charge  :  that  the  people  of  the  firee 
States  had  been  and  were  opposed  to  the  despotism  of  slayery. 

Bepresentatiyes  and  Senators  from  all  the  cotton-growing  States,  now 
held  towards  the  Goyemment  the  language  of  defiance  and  in  frequent 
instances  that  of  contempt.  Northern  Representatiyes  appeared  paral- 
ioed  under  these  insane  demonstrations :  While  northern  Democrats  and 
members  caUmg  themsehes  Conseryatiyes,  were  actiye  in  then*  efforts  to 
adopt  such  measures  as  the  adyocates  of  slayery  demanded. 

In  perfect  keeping  with  the  doctrine  that  frauds  and  crime  are  neces- 

flury  to  support  goyemments,  it  was  at  this  time  ascertahied  that  the 

Indian  Trust  Fund  had  been  robbed  by  the  action  of  the  Secretary 

'  of  War  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  of  some  eight  hundred 

thousand  dollars ;  bni  tUs  gigantic  peculation  seemed  to  haye  no 
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infliience  in  attaching  those  who  comoiiUed  it  to  the  Bopport  of  th« 
Qovemment.  ^ 

Several  individualg  now  appeared  in  Washington,  claiming  to  bei  a  \ 
dele^tion  from  Sooth  OaroUna^  open^  propoaing  to  treat  with  the  Pre- 
sident for  the  Borrender  of  forts  aad  arsenals  belonging  to  the  Federal 
Qovermnent  sitnated  npon  the  coast  of  that  State.  Instead  of  impria- 
oning  these  traitors,  the  Piesident  entered  into  a  writt^  eorrespondence 
with  them,  surrendered  up  to  the  people  of  South  Carolina  forts,  arsenals, 
cnstom-hooses^  and  post-offices  sitoated  witMn  the  jnnsdiction  of  that 
State.  He  also  permitted  the  Secretary  of  War  to  taraasport  antts,  ammih 
nition,  and  the  paraphernalia  of  war,  from  northern  wnenals  to  tiiose  of 
the  South,  and  they  were  delivered  to  the  custody  <»  men  known  to  be 
engaged  in  treasonable  designs  against  the  Qovemment.  vV 

These  acts  were  so  flagrant  that  Secretary  Cass,  finding  his  own  te^ 
tation  in  danger  by  his  association  with  the  Executive,  resigned  the 
Treasury  Department,  refusing  longer  to  be  identified  with  an  Admiois- 
tration  which  he  had  assisted  to  elect^  and  with  which  he  bad  been  asso- 
ciated from  its  inauguration. 

An  order  from  the  Secretary  of  War  for  the  removal  €i  some  seventy 
pieces  of  ordnance  from  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  to  Mississipin,  was 
resisted  by  a  popular  demonstration  in  that  city.  This  constitated  the 
first  manifestation  of  force  in  resisting  the  progress  of  rebellion.  But  in 
iconsequence  of  this  di^lay  of  the  popular  feeling  the  order  was  revoked^ 
and  the  guns  remained  in  Pennsylvania. 

While  these  scenes  were  being  enacted,  Mr.  Bingham,  -  of  Ohio, 
faithful  to  his  Oovemment  as  well  as  to  his  own  reputation,  intro* 
duced  a  resolution  instructing  the  select  committee  of  thirtj-three» 
appomted  under  Mr.  Boteler*s  resolution,  to  report  to  the  House  such 
additional  legislation  as  they  might  deem  necessary  to  put  domi  thi 
rtbdUon, 

Mr.  Morris,  a  Democrat,  of  Illinois,  offered  a  proposition  that  the 
members  unite  in  a  solemn  assertion  of  their  devotion  to  tibie  Govern- 
ment :  And  Mr.  Hutchins,  of  Ohio,  offered  a  resolution  for  protecting 
the  free  blacks  of  northern  States  from  being  enslaved  by  the  people  of 
the  South.  But  none  of  these  propositions  were  debated  or  voted  upon. 
Indeed,  the  House  appeared  unwilHng  to  debate  or  vote  npon  any  pro- 
position that  did  not  contemplate  further  surrender  of  northern  honor 
and  northern  interests. 

Nor  was  the  Senate  either  idle  or  silent.  Boon  as  the  message  of  the 
President  had  been  read,  Mr.  Clingnum,  of  North  Carolina,  req[K)nded 
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that  its  tone  was  awtweiitfy  ptiirioiie  :  But  he  asBerted  that  the  Presideiit 
tied  was  a  da/ngerous  man,  and  declared  that  he  had  been  electa  be- 
€auu  he  iras  daiigeTOii&  He  spoke  of  the  ineTitable  rale  to  which  the 
repuUican  oigaousation  was  destined,  and  asserted  that  the  Bonth  coold 
not  endore  tiie  administration  of  any  man  elected  npon  the  principles 
ennnciated  hj  that  party. 

He  made  no  comj^int  of  the  past ;  hat  assured  the  Senate  that  un- 
less the  people  of  the  North  shonld  give  fhrther  gaarantees  in  faror  of 
slavery,  several  sUve  States  woald  be  out  of  the  Union  in  nmety  days. 
'  Me  was  a  bold  man,  and  usually  stated  the  position  of  the  Republicans 
candidly,  and  ma^e  no  scrapie  in  demanding  further  guaranteet  of 
the  North  for  the  davery  of  the  South.  Indeed,  most  southern  mem- 
bers were  frank  and  i^^wrently  honest  in  demanding  that  the  North 
should  sustain  their  institutions,  while  to  the  President  and  other  north- 
mi  men  they  left  the  unenviable  task  of  misrepresentation  on  this 
subject.    ' 

^g^  J  On  the  following  morning,*  Senator  Oreen,  of  Missouri,  ofbred 
a  resolution  proposing  an  armed  police  to  be  stationed  along 
the  line  separating  the  slave  and  free  States,  for  the  effldent  execution 
of  the  fugitive  slave*  act,  and  to  preserve  the.  peace.  In  debating  this 
resolution.  Senator  Green  boldly  maintained  that  the  proximate  cause  of 
the  rebellion  consisted  in  oonsecfatiDg  the  soil  of  California  to  freedom, 
after  it  had  been  acquired  for  the  purpose  of  extending  slavery.  He 
asserted  the  ojHnion  that  the  platform  on  which  the  incoming  President 
had  been  elected  was  in  direct  conflict  with  the  Constitution,  and  read 
a  letter  from  Senator  Doolittle  to  a  friend,  saying,  *'  the  election  of  Mr. 
Lincoln  was  indeed  a  great  triumph  ;"  that  we  shonld  "  have  no  more 
eongressional  slave  codes,  no  more  slave  territory,  no  more  slave  States,^ 
and  the  honorable  S^iator  regarded  these  expressions  with  peculiar 
horror  and  bittoness. 

Mr.  Hale  insisted,  that  when  analyzed,  the  President's  messsge  was 
found  to  contain  three  proportions.  1st.  South  Carolina  has  just  cause 
to  secede.  2d.  She  has  no  right  to  secede.  3d.  The  Oovernment  has 
no  right  to  prevent  secession.  He  declared,  however,  that  the  move- 
ments of  the  South  meant  war,  and  that  the  Senate  ought  to  look  the 
subject  full  in  the  face,  and  prepare  to  meet  it.  He  characterized  as 
traUors  those  northera  editors  who  were  sustaining  southern  secesrion, 
and  asserted  with  great  force  that  all  pretence  that  the  North  had  fur- 
nished any  cause  for  secession  was  f€dse  a/nd  slanderous,  thus  expositDg 
the  mendadty  of  the  annual  message  ;  and,  with  becoming  dignity,  he 
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iMiped  ttiat  the  incomiag  Preeddent  would  maintain  the  doctrines  on 
which  he  had  been  elected.* 

Mr.  Brown,  of  IfisHiaslpiH,  aaaerted  that  tf  there  was  to  be  war,  the 
.North  most  make  it»  as  the  South  woaid  notf 

Senator  lyeraon,  of  Oeoi^,  r^^ded  the  general  hostility  to  slaTery 
winch  existed  among  the  people  of  the  North  as  utteilj  jNTohibiting  all 
attempto  to  presenre  the  Union ;  and  dedaied  that  the  repeal  of  "  per- 
sonal liberty  biUs^'  by  northern  Legislatares,  or  other  concessions,  woold 
not  indnoe  the  South  to  remain  longer  in  the  Union.  But  he  asserted 
there  would  be  no  war,  and  alluded  in  ofSmsire  language  to  northern 
cowardice.]:         ' 

Mr.  Powell,  of  Virginia,  as  well  as  Mr.  Crittenden,  appeared  to  think 
that  the  Union  could  only  be  presenred  by  so  amending  the  Constitution 
.as  to  diange  the  essential  character  of  the  Qoremment,  making  it  a 
elaye-sustaining  confederation,  instead  of  adapting  its  energies  to  jeear- 
ing  liberty  ;  and  he  proposed  an  amendment  that  would  secure  the  right 
of  frcpafy  in  doves  ;  belieTing  such  amendment  necessary  to  sare  the 
Union. 

To  this  Mr.  lyerson,  of  Oeorgia,  replied  that  Yizginia  was  de^ly 
interested  in  preventing. secession;  for  if  the  cotton  State<>  seceded, 
Virginia  would  find  no  nuurkei  for  har  slaves,  without  which  that  State 
would  be  ruined.  To  these  remarks  neither  Mr.  Powdl  nor  his  colleague 
took  exception.! 

The  arrogance  and  self-importance  of  Senators  representing  cotton- 
growing  States  increased  in  proportion  as  northern  members  expressed  an 
anxiety  to  save  the  Union.  Their  supercilious  bearing  was  well  illustrated 
by  Mr.  Wigfall,  of  Texas,  who,  alluding  to  the  contemplated  rebelMon, 
spoke  in  the  Senate  as  follows :  **I  say  Cotton  is  Smg^sjid  that  he 
waves  his  sceptre  not  only  oyer  these  thirty-three  States,  but  over  fte 
island  of  Oreat  Britain,  and  over  Continental  Europe.    And  there  is 


«  Thb  ]g  bettered  to  b«  ttM  Snt  sMrUon  in  the  SeiMte,  after  tiM  «leolloi^  of  ft  dttern^ 
f  attain  the  iloctrinee  onwhtch  Mr.  lineoln  had  be«B  eieoted. 

t  This  was  said  to  have  been  the  agreement  between  northern  and  lonthem  Democrat! ;  that  the 
Sooth  woold  not  eommsHC*  hoetDItlee,  and  that  northern  Democrata  woold  prevent  BepahUeaM 
from  ihedrting  blood.  And  the  northern  democnej  aabaeqaeDUjr  eonplained  that  by  oommenntng 
a  cannonade  on  Fort  Sumter,  the  Booth  rlolated  their  compact. 

X  (General  Case  was,  perbapc,  better  acquainted  with  the  Tiewe  and  feeUngs  of  foothem  Deme- 
erali  than  anj  other  northern  man.  After  the  rebellion  broke  ooft,  he  declared  to  the  wiiter  Ui 
conviction  that  the  Sooth  woold  nerer  haTe  rebelled  if  they  had  entertained  the  belief  that  the 
northern  people  woold  hare  met  them  in  arma. 

I  YlrglniaatthattimewaereedTlngagnaterfaMoaMllraBtberearfnfaBdielllngofalaTeethaa 
from  any  other  otjeet  of  Indnetiy ;  Indeed,  many  Vlrginiaae  compoted  the  income  firom  the  aale  of 
eUrei  greater  than  that  derired  from  all  othw  $awrce$,    {Tide  Debatee  In  her  Oonrention  ol 

isaa.) 


not  a  flconed  head  vpoii  tlMt  iBbnd,  or  ipoii  Oo  Oontteent  thsl  dois 
not  bend  in  fealtj  and  acknowledge  allegiance  to  that  monaidL* 

This  iras  an  earneit  esprearion  of  the  real  fteliiig  of  both  Senatcm 
andRepnaentatiTe8oftheeottonf;i0wh«Statea.  Thej  really  f<dt  that 
Franoe  and  Bnglaad  wefe  dependent  on  tbem  for  the  hi^Ntftant  artide 
whleh  oonatitated  their  <ta|ilB  pradnot  Thie  fediag  had  risen  from  tin 
yidding  of  Great  Britain  to  tlM  denanda  of  the  alare  power,  and  oooi- 
peaaating  ovr  ilaTe  meichanta  for  their  hnman  chattda  loet  by  being 
shipwrecked  on  British  idaadi.  France^  too,  had  stood  with  folded 
aitts  and  witneased  the  anneiation  of  Texas ;  and  when  offidally 
informed  that  it  was  done  to  edeml  davery,  she  did  not  even  niter  a 
p0otost  m  bdialf  of  our  common  hananity. 

The  past  policy  of  the  OoTenunent  was  now  rapidly  approaching  its 
oofanination.  Since  1198,  northern  pofitidans  and  statesmen  had  yielded 
their  interests,  their  lif^tSr  their  honor,  their  constitntion,  to  the  dei 
mands  of  the  slare  power.  The  feeling  <rfMttthem  saperiority  had  been 
fostered,  flattered,  streogthened,  and  confirmed,  nntit  it  was  now  de- 
▼elopfaig  itself  in  open  rebellion. 

Senator  Wade,  of  Ohio,  coolly  and  firmly  met  the  threats  and  snpo^ 
ciliow  declamation  of  MesBn.  WIgfall  and  Ireison,  nyiqg  that  the  con- 
test would  be  nothing  more  than  the  wcxld  had  often  witnesaed ;  it 
woidd  be  merely  a  trial  of  strength  between  the  loyal  and  the  rebellions 
States ;  that  one  party  wonld  be  Tictorions,  and  the  other  would  saftr 
defeat.  As  to  the  doctrines  of  the  repnbUcan  party,  which  had  been 
denoonced  as  nnoonstitntional,  and  noder  which  it  had  been  said  the 
South  conki  not  liye,  he  woold  merely  say  they  were  the  doctrines  of 
Washington  and  Jefferson,  and  their  associatefl^  in  founding  the  Ghyrem^ 
aent,  whi<^  was  ocganiaed  i^kmi  these  prindpleB ;  and  he  desired  to 
understand  definitely  the  aots  of  which  the  South  eomplained. 

To  this  caU  of  Mr.  Wade,  Mr.  Powell,  of  Virginia,  lesponded  timi 
OoTcmor  Dennison,  of  Ohio,  had  refosed  to  deliyer  up  to  the  Ezecutire 
of  Suentacky  a  man  chaiged  with  stmiimg  fi^froa.  This  langnage  was 
understood  to  mean  nothing  more  and  nothing  less  than  assistiDg  slares 
to  escape  from  bondage,  which  was  r^^ed  by  the  Christian  world  as 
an  act  of  humamty,  and  no  crimei  Tet  Mr.  Powell,  and  slardioldeiB  ' 
generally,  believed  that  whatever  the  Legislatnre  of  a  slave  State 
should  see  fit  to  declare  ''  cnme,"  the  Federal  Q-ovemment  was  bomd  to 
regard  as  coming  within  the  constitutional  provision  concerning  "folony.'' 
Nor  did  Mr.  Powell  stand  alone  in  thus  basing  his  vindication  of  the 
rebellion  upon  gross  errors  of  constitutional  law,  as  all  action  of  Con- 
gress involving  the  people  of  the  free  States  in  the  expense  and  die- 
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of  rastafaiiiig  dftfoiy  ww  obiiaadT'  waatimiaod  aad  vumflttto- 


l^e  norfhern  mind  wm  sot  prepared  for  the  bold  attempt  now  mak* 
big  to  destroy  the  Union.  From  the  adoption  oi  the  GonBtitntioD,  eom» 
plainti  had  been  made  that  aiavMatoheni  from  sonthem  States  had  kid* 
napped  free  colored  persons  in  the  northern  portions  of  the  Union. 
TiiBse  con^huats  were  for  many  years  prasented  to  Congress^  bat  the 
memorialists  recei?ed  in  answer  diseetiaBS  to  i^ply  to  their  sev^al  State 
logislatorsy  whose  duties  reqnired  them  to  proted  Mr  ownjptopk.  Ao- 
oonUngly,  several  northern  States  enacted  laws  iot  the  proteetion  of 
their  free  odored  citizens.  These  enactments  were  now  assailed  by  the 
SQooesors  of  those  members  of  Oongress  who  had  advised  their  enact* 
ment ;  and  several  of  the  free  States,  m  eonseqnence  of  dennnciations  of 
aeaUiem  men,  changed  their  position,  and  m  derogation  of  their  own 
dignity,  repealed  the  laws  which  protected  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
eolored  citizens  bom  among  them. 

These  acts  of  northern  Legielatiires  strengthened  the  advocates  of 
shivery  in  the  conviction  that  the  entire  North  would  surrender  every 
point  which  the  South  demanded.  Sonthem  agents  in  England  and 
France  assored  the  people  pf  those  govemmoits  that  there  would  be  m 
foar  in  the  United  States  ;  and  this  opmion  was  very  generally  enter* 
tained  by  pablic  men  in  England,  who  conld  not  believe  that  after  snch 
kmg  forbearance  the  people  of  the  free  States  would  make  resistance 
to  the  demaodi  of  the  slave  power.* 

Men  now  saw  that  every  argnmant  and  every  effort  in  favor  of  yield* 
iag  np  northern  interests,  northern  ind^[Mndence,  and  northern  honor,  to 
the  demands  of  the  slave  power,  under  the  specious  plea  of  saving  the 
Union,  had  contributed  to  its  dissolntion,  by  leading  sonthem  men  to 
believe  the  northern  States  were  entirdy  subservient  to  the  &iberests  of 
tiie  South. 

On  the  13th  January,  the  Bqpreseiitatives  from  Missiadi^i,  by  ^^^ 
a  written  communication  addressed  to  the  Speaker  of  the  Honse, 
infimned  the  coootty  that  their  State  had  withdrawn  from  the  conr 
federacy ;  but  on  the  14th,  Mr.  Brown,  of  that  State,  informed  the 
Senate  that  he  and  his  colleague  had  not  received  official  notice  of  the 
withdrawal  of  their  State  ;  bat  they  woukL  no  longer  participate  in  the 
basineas  of  the  Senate. 

Qeorgia,  Alabama,  Florida^  and  Louisiaaa»  now  followed  these  ezam> 
pies  of  secession  which  were  rapidly  prac^tating  the  natkm  into  civU  war. 
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On  the  28th  Jamwry,  the  FnMmtixmmv^imMi  to  the  two  Hmisei 
of  OongreBB  reeolationfl  of  the  State  of  Yk^giDia,  propoaiiig  a  conveiitMm 
of  del^ates  from  the  Tarions  Statee  to  meet  in  Washrngton  Cit j  "  tat 
the  purpose  of  agreeiiig  upon  soch  eompromieBB  as  were  consistent  witk 
the  Oonstitation,  so  as  to  afford  Hk  fBOfkoftki  damlM&ng  8ktUi  odb- 
fuaie  guaranims  for  tecwrH^  of  OUr  figkUP 

This  soggestion  of  a  eonrentioii  mknoim  to  the  Oonstitntion  was 
itself  lerolntionarj.  Bat  the  call  i^on  the  free  States  to  give  secoxitj 
for  their  abiding  bj  the  Gonstitiilloii  was  regarded  by  men  of  spirit  as 
insolting  to  their  dignitj.  Tet  some  of  flie  ezecotive  oiBoers  of  free 
States  were  so  anxioas  to  exert  enrj  instramentality  to  save  tiie 
Union,  that  tiiej  appointed  delegates,  and  finally  all  the  free  States 
.  yielded  to  tlus  snpercilions  call  of  Virginia  to  appear  in  national  co»> 
▼ention  to  consult  on  snch  fbrther  goarantees  for  the  snpport  of 
slavery  as  wonld  satisfy  tiiose  Stales  who  had  already  prodaimed 
their  depsrtore  from  the  IJnion.  And  while  Soalii  Carolina  was 
actually  gathering  and  disciplining  her  army,  erecting 'fortifications,  and 
preparing  for  hostOities,  delegates  from  the  free  States  gravely  met  in 
convention  at  Washington  Oily,  to  oonsdt  on  soch  farther  hnmiliatioB 
as  would  satisfy  the  demands  of  the  dave  power.  The  diarscter  of  a 
majority  of  the  del^ates  to  this  convention  was  well  illostrated  by  the 
choice  of  John  Tyler,  of  Yii^ginia,  to  preside  over  their  deliberations. 
His  name  had  become  odious  to  the  lovers  of  liberty  from  his  efforts  to 
obtain  compensation  for  the  slavedealers  who  lost  their  bondmen  on 
board  the  "  Creole,^'  in  1840,  Us  approval  of  the  gagnrules,  his  apostacy 
from  the  party  who  elected  him,  his  labors  in  fiivor  of  the  amiezatiett 
of  Texas,  and  his  uniform  devotion  to  slavery. 

By  the  qplection  of  such  a  man  to  predde  over  its  proceedings,  the 
convention  lost  all  prestige,  and  after  several  weeks  a  majority  of  its 
members  advised  the  regularly  constitnted  Congress  to  recommend 
the  State  L^iislatores  to  agree  to  such  amendments  of  the  Federal 
Constitution  as  would  secure  the  master  a  compensation  for  his  fugitive 
dave  when  assisted  to  esci^,  or  when  rescued  :  To  establish  slavery 
in  all  our  Territories  south  of  86  deg.  80  min.,  north  latitude :  To 
secure  the  adnussion  of  any  dave  State  that  may  apply  to  become  a 
member  of  the  Union  :  To  prohibit  Congress  frY>m  abolishing  slavery 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  or  the  ooastwise  dave  trade. 

These  propositions  were  transmitted  to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  for 
approval,  but  were  rejected  uneeremonioosly  by  the  Senate  ;  nor  w^re 
they  treated  with  greater  respect  by  the  Hoose  of  Representatives. 

Senator  Seward  had  been  a  candidate  for  nomination  of  President 
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betoe  the  oonyention  at  Ohteago,  and  JwArtd  the  highest  Tote  of  any 
eaudidate  except  the  President  eleet  Prom  this  eirciifflstaiice  it  was 
generally  expected  that  he  woold  be  selected  as  Secretary  of  State 
mder  the  inoommg  Administratkm.  He  was  r^;arded  as  poesesBuig  a 
high  order  of  talents.  Daring  the  Presldenial  campaign  he  had  spoken 
boldly  in  favor  of  freedom ;  and  the  advocates  of  liberty  generally 
beUeved  him  a  firm  sopporter  of  tiie  doctrines  which  all  regarded  as 
vital  to  the  support  of  a  free  government.  Under  these  circnmstances  he 
was  expected  to  foreshadow  the  policy  of  the  incoming  President ;  and 
great  interest  was  manifested  to  hear  hinu  On  the  12th  Janoary, 
while  speaking  on  the  President's  liessage,  he  referred  to  varions  exper 
dients  for  saving  the  Union,  which  had  failed.  He  next  referred  to  tiie 
Advantages  resnlting  from  the  "  Union,"  by  which  term  he  appeared  to 
lefer  to  the  association  of  States  and  of  the  power  of  their  concentrated 
inifaienee:  But  he  seemed  to  a;void  all  reference  to  the  "essential 
trath^"  on  which  the  States  confederated  ;  which  constituted  the  mcHral 
entity  called  the  ''  Union  ;"  withoot  whifeb  the  association  would  not 
have  been  formed  and  oould  not  have  existed*  Nor  did  he  speak  of  the 
primal  objects  and  ulterior  designs  of  those  who  founded  the  Oovemr 
ment.  He  manifested  a  strong  desire  that  the  States  should  main- 
tahi  their  alliance  with  each  other ;  but  he  expressed  no  wish  to  mains- 
tain  the  essential  truths  on  which  the  association  had  been  formed. 
He  said,  somewhat  oracularly,  "  Republicanism  is  not  Union ;  Demo- 
cracy is  not  Union — R^^iMieam»m  it  iuibordinate  to  Union  as  everyikmg 
tUe  is  and  ought  to  be.  Republicanism,  Democracy,  eterf  other  poktieal 
name  and  thing — all  are  subordinate,  and  they  ought  to  disappear  in  the 
presence  of  the  great  question  of  Unions  aatd  so  far  as  I  am  ooNCERinu),  n 

flSALL  BB  so."  « 

For  seventy  years  the  slave  power  had  endeavored  to  exclude  aD 
democratic,  all  republican  principles  from  tiie  administration  of  govern* 
ment,  in  order  to  reader  it  a  sJareholding  oligarchy.  For  twenty-five 
years  the  advocates  of  reform  had  labored  to  restore  the  Oovemment  to 
those  republican  and  democratic  principles  on  which  the  fethers  founded 
it.  A  party  distinetly  avowing  these  doctrines  had  been  formed  ;  had 
grown  up  ;  had  elected  a  majority  of  the  Senate  and  of  the  House  of 
Representatives.  They  had  elevated  the  President  elect  to  the  highest 
office  of  the  nation,  with  the  fell  expectation  that  he  would  support  the 
prindi^  avowed  by  th^  ;  but  Mr.  Seward  now  declared,  that  so  far 
as  he  was  concerned,  these  doctrines  siiould  be  discarded  in  order  to  save 
the  Union,  which  had  abeady  hwa  transformed  to  an  insupportable  des- 
potism ander  slaveholding  influence.    RepuhlidRns  would  not  bdieve 
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tut  lie  qpoke  the  Tivws  and  fadiqii  ot  the  PMridsiit  eket,  nor  wonli 
the3r  ftdnriit  that  be  intended  tbe  oidiBary  impoit  of  his  ova  lABgoagft* 
Others  were  nndiaritable.  Thej  quoted  the  laagoage  of  Mr.  Ivi»boi^ 
who  had  opmHj  deelaied  that  ikgre  umUd  be  mo  toar ;  that  "U^fax^ 
readiiBg  eateemaniihip  of  the  Seaator  from  New  York  would  piB^oDt  a 
war,''  and  suggested  that  the  two  Senators  were  actiog  in  coooert  It 
is  eertain  that  nany  ropabtieaa  Seaaton  entirely  dissented  from  the 
poliqy  enondated  by  Mr.  Sewaid ;  aad  tills  differeoee  <^  c^mbioii  co» 
tinned  and  became  still  more  dietiDet  after  that  gentfleman  aammed  the 
doties  of  Secretary  of  State.  Another  point  in  this  address  was  quite 
mwafisftirtory  to  RepBhlioans.  That  party  had  laid  it  down  «b  a  wot 
Tersal  principle  that  every  hnaan  being  holds  from  the  OreatcH:  an  uxxpe^ 
scriptibie  right  to  live  and  eigoy  liber^.  The  Siq[Nreme  Coort,  on  ba* 
half  of  the  democratic  party,  denied  this  doctrine,  saying,  '*  Black  men 
hare  no  rights  that  white  nmn  are  boimd  to  respeot."  This  cmstitnled 
the  isBoe.  And  Mr.  Seward  now  tacitly  esponaed  tiie  doctrine  of  the 
Conrt  instead  of  the  republican  principle  saving  that  the  fngilire  ant 
was  oonstitational  and  augki  to  he  mtfoned.  He  further  asserted  that 
all  State  laws  which  interfered  with  it  oi^t  to  be  repealed. 

Bnt  these  pledges  of  sabserriem^  to  the  slaye  power  appeared  to 
have  no  fiaT(N:able  effect  iq>on  sonthem  rebek.  Alajhama,  Qooijgii^ 
Fioffida,  MissisBippi^  and  Looisiaiia,  proceeded  to  declare  their  separa- 
tion from  the  Union  ;  whik  Sonth  Carolina  steadily  continoed  to  raise 
tooops,  eveet  fortifications,  dincq;)line  her  army,  and  make  every  possiUe 
preparation  for  the  coming  conflict  Eerily  ^  Jannaiy  hostilities  com- 
meaoed.  The  steamer  "  Star  of  the  West^"  carryiog  supplies  to  Fort 
Sumter,  entered  Charleston  harbor  under  the  flag  of  the  United  StatesL 
The  rebel  batteries  on  Morris  Island  opened  fire  upon  her  and  compiled 
her  to  return  withont  landing.  Bat  wlnle  the  rebels  were  thus  firing 
upon  our  flag,  the  "Pea^e  Coi^jross"  was  engaged  in  deliberatii^  upon 
fiurther  surrenders  and  further  guarantees  to  slavery :  Indeed,  while  that 
body  was  thus  engaged,  a  convention  of  delegates  from  the  seoediog 
States  were  actively  hiboring  to  form  a  constitution  for  the  new  C<»> 
fiedeiftcy,  and  organising  a  goTemment  so  as  to  combine  all  their  forces 
against  the  loyal  States. 

This  Convention  was  sitting  at  Montgomery,  Alabama.  The  support 
of  slavery  omstitnted  the  first  and  most  prominent  feature  of  tiie  con- 
stitution ofthe  "Southern  Confiideracy."  It  was  the  first  instance  in 
which  a  people  had  associated  nnder  a  written  constitution,  pledging 
their  powers  to  the  support  of  oppresBion. 

Mr.  Floyd,  the  Secretary  of  War,  had  sent  to  Texas  ordnance^  ams, 
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ammQnitlon  and  Tiist  military  sapplies,  under  pretence  of  fdmishing 
the  army  stationed  upon  the  frontier  of  that  State.  As  yet  Texas  had 
passed  no  ordinance  of  secession  ;  bat  fearing  that  these  stores  wonM  be 
reclaimed  by  the  Federal  Ooyemment,  her  anthorities  demanded  of 
General  Twiggs,  then  in  command  of  the  troops,  the  delivery  of  this 
▼ast  amount  of  public  property  to  them. 

General  Twiggs  was  a  dtizen  ot  IDssiBsii^i  and  a  eecessionisi  He  at 
once  surrendered  some  two  thousand  troops  and  four  millions  dollars 
worth  of  military  supplies  to  the  commander  of  a  few  hondred  militia  of 
Texas. 

Burii^  the  montii  of  Febraary,  the  Senators  and  BepresentotiTes  of 
Georgia,  Alabama,  Mississippi,  Lomaiana  and  Florida  yacatted  thehr  aeats 
ia  CongresB,  having  leceired  offlcial  notioe  thai  those  States  had  severed 
their  connection  with  the  Federal  Government. 

The  oonstttution  of  the  Soathem  Confederacy  was  adopted,  and  six 
of  the  thirty^three  States  w^re  actog  mider  a  separate  confederacy,  and 
had  their  army  in  the  Md ;  four  otiier  States  were  rapidly  perfecting  their 
acts  of  secesnon :  and  the  two  hostile  governments  were  in  fall  operation 
before  the  close  of  the  democratic  adnutmstration.  For  more  than  half 
a  centnry  the  slave  power  had  rated  the  nation  ander  the  disguise  of 
Democracy.  That  organiza&n  had  devoted  its  energies  to  the  eneoorage* 
Bient-  and  support  of  slavery.  Its  members  had  identiited  themselves 
with  l^e  institation  to  snch  an  extent  that,  when  the  regime  of  slavery 
eeased,  the  democratio  party  coald  no  longer  mamtain  its  ibnnef 
prestige.  Tet  its  leaders,  in  their  bHndness,  sdsed  upkm  the  pillars  of 
the  political  temple,  and  disappeared  amid  the  moral  and  politicd  rams 
which  they  had  brought  upon  the  country,  leaving  to  the  Republicans  a 
dismembered  Government  and  civil  war. 

The  rebellion  had  progressed  tims  far  at  flie  dose  of  the  ihlrty<4ixth 
Congress.  Tet  the  B^mblicans  of  that  body  made  no  movement- 
passed  no  law,  provided  no  means  for  soppresBmg'  hostilities.  The 
reasons  assigned  were  that  it  was  hoped  that  the  rebellious  States  would 
return  to  their  loyalty ;  if  the  northern  States  would  repeal  their  per* 
sonal  liberty  laws,  endbrce  the  ftigitive  slave  act,  give  ftirther  guarantees 
to  slavery,  abandon  the  doctrines  of  BepabUcanlBBa  and  disband  that 
orgaaiaation,  as  had  been  proposed. 
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CHAPTER    XXXL 

IKAUOUBATION  OF  FRESIDKMT  UNGOLN — HIS  POSITION  BEOABDIirO  SLATERT^ 
ACTION  OF  CONORBSS — ^HI8  PROCLAMATION  OF  FREEDOM — PRAISING  OF  NEGRO 
TROOPS,  AND  A  WAR  FOR  FREEDOM. 

The  4th  March,  a.d.  1861,  will  long  mark  an  rnddeat  in  the  history 
of  the  United  States.  A  republican  President  was  then  inangorated, 
and  the  Ch>Temmen^  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  party  who  elected  him. 
Many,  yery  many  electors  who  TOted  for  the  incoming  President  had, 
dace  the  speech  of  Mr.  Seward,  entertained  gloomy  apprehensions  that 
they  were  once  more  to  be  deceived  ;  that  the  new  Admhiistration  wonld 
mmrender  the  doctrines  of  the  party  and  become  subservient  to  the  slave 
pow^r.  Opponents  also  boasted  that  a  republican  Administration  conld 
not  gnide  the  (Government  amid  the  storms  and  strifes  of  civil  war,  whidi 
BOW  appeared  imminent.  Tet  the  President's  n^ost  intimate  fiiends 
entertained  a  perfect  confidence  in  his  integrity.  That  was  the  only 
plec^  he  had  given.  His  ezpeifenoe  in  public  life  had  been  limited ;  he 
had  never  enjoyed  the  opportonity  of  giving  to  the  nation  evidence  of 
his  ofMdty  for  the  high  position  to  which  he  had  been  elected ;  yet,  the 
eyes  of  thirty  millions  of  people  were  npon  him,  watching  every  word 
and  every  act 

In  his  inangoral  he  sunply  reasserted  the  doctrines  of  those  who 
elected  him  in  regard  to  slavery  tn  the  Staies  and  in  the  DerrUones, 
With  them  he  also  discarded  the  doctrine  that  the  Snpreme  Oonrt  were 
to  oonstroe  the  Oonstitntion  for  oth»  departments  of  government. 

In  relation  to  the  rebeOicm  he  was  conciliatory  bat  firm.  This  was 
looked  npon  as  the  great  point  in  his  biangaral  address.  It  was  r^^arded 
as  the  seminal  thought  firom  which  all  other  questions  of  policy  must 
spring.  He  showed  no  diqK)sition  to  surrender  any  Intimate  interest 
ior  the  purpose  of  inducing  ibe  seceding  States  to  return  to  their  loyalty; 
whfle  he  stood  forth  boldly  in  advance  of  all  his  predecessors,  demand- 
ing legal  protection  for  northern  colored  dtisens  while  travelling  in  tiie 
South. 

But  he  had  not  studied  the  phflosophy  of  human  governments,  nor 
analysed  their  powers,  so  far  as  to  see  ckMurly  that  neither  human  laws, 
nor  iHunan  constitutions,  nor  human  power,  could  give  to  one  man,  or  to 
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any  set  of  men,  rightful  aathori^  OTer  tbe  Ures  or  the  libertiee  of  an 
innocent  and  unoffending  people.  On  the  contrary,  he  asserted  that  the 
Constitation  had  provided  for  the  surrender  of  fngitive  slayes,  either  by 
the  States  or  by  the  Federal  OoTemment,  and  he  seemed  to  acknowledge 
that  the  framers  of  the  Constitation  possessed  the  legitimate  power  to 
impose  upon  their  descendants  some  sort  of  obligation  to  seize  tiieir 
fellow*men  while  fleeing  from  oppressiott  and  retom  them  to  bondage. 
On  this  pomt  it  was  evident  that  his  mind  had  not  been  led  to  analyze 
the  transcendent  crime  of  ensUving  or  of  rednslaving  innocent  persons. 

Yet  the  writer  woold  do  ii^nstice  to  Mr.  Lincoln  were  he  to  omit 
saying  that  his  inaogoral  was  jnat  what  his  friends  who  were  best 
acquainted  with  him  expected.  Tliey  miderstood  his  positions,  and  in 
public  and  in  private  insisted  that  the  logic  of  events  would  bring  his 
mind  to  the  full  appreciation  of  the  crimes  of  slavery. 

Nor  would  the  writer  do  justice  to  the  refonnera  of  that  istj  ^^^^ 
were  he  to  omit  saying  they  did  not  ex^^t  Mr.  Lincoln  to  make 
np  his  Cabinet  from  those  who  had  long  been  prominent  in  the  advocacy 
<^  Bepublicanism.  They  only  demanded  three  of  the  seven  Cabinet 
officers.  To  that  request  the  President  cordially  responded ;  and  in 
compliance  appointed  Messrs.  Seward,  Chase  and  Wells  as  members  of 
his  Cabinet;  while  Messrs.  Cameron,  Bates,  Smith  and  Blair  were 
regegrded  as  more  conservative  in  character.  To  them  no  objection  was 
made  by  the  advocates  of  liberty,  as  all  believed  they,  too,  would  come 
np  to  the  support  of  truth  and  justiGe,  as  events  should  constrain  them 
to  meet  the  reqtonsibiUties  of  their  several  positions.  With  this  Cabinet, 
and  under  these  drcumstanoes,  President  Lincoln  entered  upoa  that 
mighty  conflict  between  freedom  and  slavery,  between  justice  and  crime, 
which  has  attracted  the  attention  of  the  Christian  world. 

The  cannonade  of  Fort  Sumter,  and  the  attempted  massacre  of  the 
Massachusetts  troops  while  maTchiT<g  through  Baltimore  to  the  relief  of 
Washington  City,  aroused  the  people  of  the  free  States  to  a  realintion 
of  the  fact  that  they  were  already  precipitated  upon  a  momentous  tivU 

The  President  issued  his  proclamation  callmg  for  seventy-five  thousand 
troops,  under  the  law  of  1795,  in  order  to  suppress  the  rebellion. 

In  all  parts  of  the  free  States  volunteers  were  called  for ;  c<»ipaaieB 
and  raiments  were  formed,  and  hurried  to  the  field.  The  attention  of 
all  was  directed  to  our  armies,  and  the  subject  of  slavery  was  apparently 
forgotten  in  the  allrabeorbing  interest  of  existing  hostilities. 

The  battles  fought  and  Hie  victories  lost  and  won  during  that 
war  will  long  mark  an  impartant  era  in  the  progress  of  Ghrisliaii 
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the  VTitff  itAMk  pie^Bi  to  lij  WIdr  tbc  reader  a  caicftl 
*  cf  Ife  cftxto  of  the  Fciaal  GovoBCBt  to  i^ipoit.  i 
dATcrr,  shI  «f  isi  ivl  ■pantioft  fnm  tint 


For  wire  tha  ailj  jimbIVi^im  kid  iqpBbted  lor  tke  bae- 
fit  of  oppfesM.  ia  &Mt  aad  iiiMiiwal  homZltj  to  tiM  doe> 

ikiddowm«thehM«of  o»n —  ■!     At  die  tioK  of  wlnck 

r  viitinf  ,  kovriv,  m  faq^  Balan^  ^  ^v  ^tatweii,  paliti- 
people  ortcrtuwd  tke  opUes  tlal  tkov  was  acne  vag^ 
I  Bonl  or  poBtiral  eHjgitlna  lotuig  ^pom  the  Gotob- 
!  people  of  the  free  StatflB  to  ifhoU  and  cMMnge  daTCfj.  It 
ii  eertain  that  %  oijocitj  of  the  pofitidaaa  of  the  firee  States,  fot^gettii^ 
thai  ov  Gofcnmcst  had  beea  cataUhhed  lor  the  pmpose  of  aecoiin^ 
fife  aid  fibertj  to  every  h^Ma  aori,  leaDj  bdeved  that  tlscj  were 
boaad  to  Boe  the  fagitiTe  date  aa  he  led  linm  bondage  aad  cany  him 
hack  to  chaw  avl  aafleriag.  Li  dMt,  thej  aov  felt  and  aiged  that 
patiiotiaDi  eoanrtcd  ia  depihkig  m  pottioB  of  ■an!  iiiil  of  those  prcrog^- 
tiTCa  which  the  gofcnw&t  had  becm  iartitided  to  aecve. 

Thk  feeliig  was  chuiAed  bj  adfaensg  Denocrats,  and  faj  aD  that 
daai  of  BMB  who,  hsriag  ones  bchi^gcd  to  the  wfa^  putj,  now  icfoaed 
to  amte  with  the  radical  RqwhBfs 

Advocates  of  oppitaua  woe  foaad  in  all  the  SUtes  aad  m  aO  depart- 
neots  of  the  Gorerameat.  Mai^  were  ho]&«  naauaal  idatkm  to  the 
icpahfieaa  psrtj,  aid  wck  mmmg  ihe  aMist  daaoroas  appGcaats  for 
office.  TiMey  hdd  seats  in  both  Mosses  of  Ooi^;i«bb;  and  nach  of  the 
patronage  of  each  Hooaewas  bestowed  oa  sn  idfeose  inflDenee  was  ex- 
erted for  the  sspport  of  davery.  Ia  the  eiecutire  dqpartmentg  and  in  the 
anny  were  Pienwliosesympathirs  were  in  fwoT  of  that  iBstitntion,  Their 
latent  iaflaence  was  at  aO  times  eiefted  in  frror  of  it,  paialjai^  tiie 
efforts  of  the  Pieadeat,  aad  of  those  ^lo  were  striTing  to  i»Mp|imBs  the 
rebeHIoo.  Indeed,  Oeneral  Batter,  while  marrhfng  the  troops  of  Maai 
cfansetts  to  the  defeaee  of  Wadangtoa,  took  oeeasioB  to  assnre  the  Got- 
emor  of  MarylaBd  tiiai  tibe  amy  ander  his  enmmand  would  pot  down 
aay  dare  insDnectiaa  tiiai  nu^  arise  in  that  State,  and  that  any  call 
of  the  Goremor  of  Maryhuid  for  troops  to  be  need  for  sach  parpose 
wonld  be  promptly  oom^fied  with  by  the  oftoen  and  men  of  Maan^ 
dmaetts. 

Bat  this  lohmtaiy  prostitation  of  tibe  mifitaiy  power  of  Massacha- 
setts  to  f^ld  sbToy  in  Maiyfamd  attneted  the  attention  ol  QoTemor 
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Andrews,  chief  magigtrate  of  that  first  commonirealth  of  New  England, 
who  remonstrated  with  Oeneral  Batler ;  and  that  officer,  acting  before 
the  public  tinder  snch  responsibilitj,  saw  his  error,  discarded  the  cUiims 
of  slayerj,  and  soon  became  one  of  the  most  distmgnished  sopporters 
of  republican  doctrines  employed  in  the  military  senice  of  the  Ooyem- 
ment. 

Major-General  McClellan,  placed  in  command  of  the  Ohio  troops,  on 
entering  Western  Virginia  issued  his  proclamation  informing  the  rebels 
of  that  region  that  he  and  his  troops  would  not  only  abstain  from  as- 
sisting slaves  to  obtain  their  freedom,  but  they  would  cnuh  any  insnrreo- 
tion  of  slaves  against  those  who  were  employed  in  shootmg  down  our 
troops:  Nor  are  we  informed  that  Oeneral  McOlellan  at  any  time 
changed  his  mind  on  this  subject.  Indeed,  officers  in  command  of  our 
troops  often  employed  them  in  guarding  the  property  of  rebels  spying 
in  the  Confederate  army.  It  was  charged,  through  the  public  press, 
that  the  dwelling  and  property  of  Oeneral  Lee,  in  Eastern  Yirginia^  was 
carefidly  guarded  by  order  of  Oeneral  McClellan,  while  our  sick  soldiers 
were  subjected  to  the  inclemancy  of  the  weathet,  and  died  without  shel- 
ter in  sight  of  that  princely  residence,  preserved  ftx)m  occupation  by  loyal 
bayonets. 

During  the  vacation  of  Congress,  Yirginia,  Texas,  Arkansas,  Ten. 
nessee,  and  North  Carolina  passed  ordinances  of  secession,  and  united 
their  arms  with  those  of  the  States  which  had  previously  rebelled. 

On  the  4th  July  the  thirty-seventh  Congress  met^  in  pursuance  ^m. 
of  the  President's  proclamation,  in  order  to  provide  the  necessary 
means  for  suppressing  hostilities.  On  calling  the  roll  of  members,  eleven 
States  did  not  appear.  The  withdrawal  of  so  many  slave  States  left  the 
republican  party  in  undisputed  control  of  both  branches  of  OongresB  as 
well  as  of  the  Executive  Departments.  No  party  had  ever  been  in  pos- 
session of  such  undisputed  control  of  our  Federal  Government.  Thmr 
doctrines  commended  themselves  to  the  judgment  and  consdence  of  the 
Christian  world  :  Indeed,  no  Democrat,  no  slaveholder  could  be  induced 
publicly  to  take  issue  upon  the  principles  inscribed  upon  the  republican 
banners.  To  deny  their  doctrines  would  have  been  a  denial  of  the  essen- 
tial truths  on  which  the  IJnion  had  been  founded ;  and  no  northern  man 
dared  utter  an  argument  in  favor  of  the  rebellion,  although  many 
secretly  favored  it. 

A  strange  hallucination  now  appeared  to  come  over  the  minds  of 
members  of  Congress.  Mr.  Seward  had  declared  that  "  Republicanism 
ought  to  disappear  in  the  presence  of  questions  touching  the  Union ;" 
and  so  far  as  he  was  concerned,  he  declared  it  should  be  so.    With 
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these  ayowals  he  had  MBDmed  the  office  of  Premier  of  the  repablkaQ 
AdmmiBtratioiL  As  Secretary  of  State  he  iostnicted  oar  representa- 
tiye  at  the  Gout  of  St  James  to  assure  the  Muiflters  of  her  Britamiic 
Majesty  that  the  Presideot  intended  to  bring  back  the  rebel  States  with 
their  institations  nnchanged  ;  indeed,  he  insisted  that  the j  were  to  be 
reinstated  in  all  their  former  relations  to  the  GoTcmment  aftd  to  the 
people  of  the  free  States. 

Upon  these  oiBdal  avowals  of  onr  own  statesmen,  Eoropean  ministers 
asserted  that  neither  the  cause  of  jnstice  nor  of  liberty  entered  into  or 
eonstttuted  any  part  of  the  objects  or  motiTes  for  suppressing  the  rebel- 
lion :  That  as  these  objects  were  discarded  by  onr  Ezecntive,  thois 
ooqld  be  no  other  design  than  merely  to  hold  ti»e  southern  States  in 
subjection  to  the  free  States,  contrary  to  the  doctrine  of  our  rerolutton- 
ary  fathers. 

Mr.  Seward  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  profound  politicians 
of  the  age.  His  suggestion  for  an  abandonment  of  the  republican 
doctrines,  the  enfMcement  of  the  fugitive  dave  act,  and  repeal  of  all 
State  laws  enacted  for  protecting  northern  freemen  was  in  precise 
accordance  with  the  desire  of  those  who  adhered  to  the  democratic 
party,  and  of  all  who  were  in  favor  of  sustaining  slavery.  Mem- 
bers of  Congress,  instead  of  boldly  asserting  the  doctrines  on  which  they 
eould  only  hope  for  vindication— doctrines  on  which  they  had  themselves 
been  elected  to  offlce— and  at  onoe  providing  ample  means  for  suppress- 
ing the  rebellion,  proceeded  to  advise  the  people  to  surrender  those 
doctrines  and  to  unite  cordially  with  men  who  had  ever  favored  the 
proatitution  of  the  Federal  power  to  the  support  of  slavery. 
1881.1  ^^  ^^  ^  ^^  ^^^  subjects  the  writer  would  do  no  injustice 
to  any  of  the  public  men  of  that  important  period  of  our  history. 
He  can  only  speak  with  positive  assurance  of  the  Bepublican  Senators 
and  Bepreseatatives  of  Ohio.  It  is  certain  that  they  united,  in  a  letter 
addressed  to  the  republican  committee  of  that  State,  advising  them  to 
call  a  convention  of  all  men,  trithout  dUHnction  of  farty^  who  were  in 
favor  of  the  Union  and  of  suppressing  the  rebellion,  without  asaertiDg 
any  principles  as  the  basis  of  their  action.  It  is  also  certain  that  the 
three  large  and  commanding  States  of  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  and  New 
York,  no  longer  adhered  to  the  doctrines  proclaimed  at  Philadelphia. 
New  Eogland,  Michigan,  and  one  or  two  other  States,  adhered  to  their 
integrity,  promptly  reflising  to  unite  in  this  political  suicide  :  But  in 
Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  and  New  York,  men  were  nominated  and  elected  to 
office  by  Republicans  who  had  ever  sustained  the  institution  of  slavery, 
jund  peraistently  opposed  the  vital  principles  of  republicanism.    They 
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were^  howeTW,  loudest  in  their  proteeitetiOBt  far  xtstocing  the  Uxdon, 
and  attziooB  to  pat  down  the  rebellion  bj  rendering  the  peoplo  of  the 
free  States  still  more  snbser?ient  to  IJlie  slavv  interest 

Northern  Democrats  were  now  inapiied  with  the  h<^  that  BepnUkans 
wodd  surrender  the  political  power  which  they  had  obtained  altar  fwn 
of  toll,  and  consent  that  the  democratic  party  shoold  fesome  eostrol 
of  the  GoTenunent 

Messrs.  Gobden  and  Bright,  and  other  members  of  the  British  Parlia- 
ment, known  to  be  decided  advocates  of  repabtican  principleB,  no  longer 
spoke  in  favor  of  onr  eflbrts  in  the  cause  of  ciTiliaation.  The  reformers 
of  Enghmd  and  of  Europe  generally  became  silent  k  regard  to  the  doc- 
trines for  which  the  reformers  of  oar  own  country  had  so  long  and  so 
steadily  contended 

But  while  the  friends  of  Christian  progress  in  Europe  became  silent 
on  tfk  snbject  of  American  flreedom,  the  sapporters  of  aristocracy 
assumed  to  speak  of  American  statesmen  and  the  American  Oorem- 
ment  in  t^rms  offensive  and  arrogant.  An  ertraordinary  instance  of 
supercilious  impertineuce  deserves  a  place  among  recorded  events  of 
that  day. 

Oeneral  Butler  was  in  military  command  of  New  (Means,  ^^3^ 
having  driven  the  enemies^  troops  ft^ym  that  dty.  Many  female 
residents,  sympathizmg  with  the  rebds,  so  far  onsezed  themselves  as  to 
.  ijisnlt  our  soUHers  while  on  the  public  streets.  These  insolts  became 
common,  and  in  order  to  prevent  their  recurrence,  the  commandiog 
general  issaed  an  ordw  that  females  who  should  pnUidy  insolt  soldiers 
upon  the  streets,  should  be  arrested,  and  punished  as  ^itomen  of  iht 
tovmP 

This  attempt  of  a  military  oflker  to  maintain  orderi  and  command 
the  respect  of  the  people,  was  complained  of  by  secessionists,  and  the 
snbject  became  a  matter  of  grave  debate  in  the  Britidi  Parliament. 
Noble  lords,  standing  before  ti&e  civiliaed  world,  gravely  debated  the  pro- 
priety of  this  order  of  a  military  oflcer  toncerwmg  the  lewd  women  of  a 
rebel  dty,  complaiuing  that  such  treatment  of  rebd  females  of  doubtful 
character,  was  inhuman  and  barbarous,  a  fit  subject  for  criticism  in  the 
legislative  coondlf  of  a  friendly  nation. 

The  efforts  of  ov  military  ottsers  to  captnre  and  retam  ftigitive  slaves 
to  their  rebd  masters  became  so  common  as  to  reflect  cHi^graoe  upon  the 
army.  They  could  not  plead  dther  the  laws  of  any  State  or  of  Con- 
gress in  eztennation  of  the  crime  whidi  thus  degraded  American 
soldiers.  Their  action  was  purely  vohmtary ;  and  Mr.  Lov^oy,  of 
lUmois,  feeling  indignant  at  the  ^sgrace  thus  brought  upon  our  arms. 
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presented  a  rttolntton  dedaring  that  *'the  capture  and  retarn  of 
ftigiti?e  alaves  constitated  no  part  of  the  duty  of  Ammcan  soldiere.'' 
Yet  this  resolutioii  was  opposed  by  adhering  Democrats  and  pro- 
ilaTerj  members  generallj.  The  rote  of  the  several  States  was  as  fol- 
lows, to  wit : 

Maini.  Yeas — ^Messrs.  Walton,  Fessenden,  Rice,  and  Pike^  .  .  4 
Niw  HiifTSHiRE.  Yeas— Messrs.  Rollins  and  Edwards,  ...  2 
YsBMOMT.  Yeas — Messrs.  Walton,  Morrill,  and  Bazlcr,  ...  3 
MASSAOHusnrs.    Yeas — ^MesBrs.  EHot,  Bi^BSnton,  Thomas,  Rice, 

Alley,  Oooch,  Train,  Delano,  Dawes,  and  Bailey, ...  10 

CoNNicncuT.    Yea — ^Mr.  Loomis, 1 

Nay— MesBnr.  English  and  Woodmif,    .......    8 

Naw  York.    Yeafr— Messrs.  Wall,  F.  A.  Goncklin,  Van  Wyck, 
Baker,  Olin,  McKean,  Wheeler,  Sherman,  Franchot. 
R  OoncUin,  Dnell,  Lansing,  Clark,  Sedgwick,  Pome? 
roy.  Chamberlain,  Diyen,  Yan  Yolkenbnrg,  Ely,  Frank, 
Yan  Horn,  Spanldfaig,  and  Fenton,  .......  23 

Nays— Messrs.  Smith,  Odell,  Wood,  Haight,  Ward,  and 

Steele, 6 

New  Jkrsst.    Yea — Mr.  Stratton, 1 

Nays — ^Messrs.  Nixon,  Steele,  and  Oobb, 8 

Pknnstlvakll   Yeas— Messrs.  Verree,  Kelley,  Dayis,  Hickman, 
Slevens,  Eillinger,  Campbell,  Hale,  McPherson,  Bhur, 
GoTode,  Morehead,  Wallace,  Patton,  Babbitt,    ...  15 
Nays— Messrs.  Cooper,  Anoona,  Wright,  Johnson,  Bailey, 

Laxear 6 

Omo.   Yea*— Messrs.  Gurley,  Ashley,  Shellabarger,  Trimble,  Wor- 
cester, Blake,  Ontler,  Edgerton,  Riddle,  Hatchins,  and 

Bbgham^ 11 

Nays— Messrs.  Pendleton,  Yallandigham,  Allen,  White, 

Noble,  Horton,  Cox,  and  Nngen, 8 

Imdiana.    Yeas— Messrs.  Dunn,  Jnlian,  Porter,  WMte,  Colfax, 

MtcJieD,  Shanks, T 

Nays — ^Messrs.  CraTsns  and  Holman, '2 

Illinois.    Yeas — ^Messrs.  Washbnme,  Arnold,  and  Loyejoy,  .    .    8 
Nays-^Messrs.  KeUogg,  Richardson,  McClemand,  Robin- 
son, Fonke,  and  Logan, 6 

Hiasousi.    Yeas— Messrs.  Blair  and  Rollins, 2 

Nay— Mr.  Noell, 1 

MicmoAN.    Yeas— Messrs.  Granger,  Beaman,  Kellogg,  and  Trow- 
bridge,     4 
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lovA,    Yea— Mr.  Yandeyer, - ....    1 

Wisconsin.    Yeas — Messrs.  Potter  and  Sloan, 2 

MiNN£80TA.    Yeas-^Messrs.  Aldrich  and  Windom,    .....    2 

Kansas.    Yea — Mr.  Conway  .    , 1 

Rhode  Islandi    Nay — Mr.  Sheffield, 1 

DsLAWARE.    Nay — Mr.  Fisher, 1 

Maryland.    Nays — Messrs.  Crisfield,  Webster,  Thomas,  and  Oal- 

vert, » 4 

YiBOiNiA.    Nays— -Messrs.  Whaley,  Carlisle,  and  Upton,  ...    8 
Ejbntuckt.    Nays — Messrs.  Burnet,  Jackson,  Grider,  Harding, 
Wickliffe,  Dnnlap,  Mallory,  Menzies,  Crittenden,  and 

Wadsworth, 10 

A  bill  confiscating  the  property  of  rebels  was  debated  at  great  length 
in  both  Hooses,  and  was  so  amended  as  to  giye  freedom  to  all  slaves 
who  should  be  employed  in  aiding  the  rebellion  by  erecting  batteries, 
forts,  or  in  digging  rifle-pits.  This  bill  met  with  strong  opposition,  but 
upon  its  final  passage,  members  firom  the  various  States  voted  as  fol- 
lows :  From  Maine,  Messrs.  Walton  and  Fbssenden ;  from  New  Hamp- 
shire, Rollins  and  Edwards ;  from  Vermont,  Walton,  Morrill,  and 
Baxter;  from  Massachnsetts,  Eliot,  Buffinton,  Thomas,  Rice,  AUOf 
and  Train  voted  in  the  affirmative ;  from  Conneeticnt,  Mr.  Loc^nis  voted 
aye,  and  Mr.  English  no  ;  from  Rhode  Island,  Mr.  Sheffield  voted  aye, 
and  Mr.  Browne  no ;  from  New  York,  Messrs.  R.  Concklin,  Olin, 
McKean,  Wheeler,  Sherman,  Franchot,  Duell,  Lansing,  Clark,  Sedg- 
wick, Chamberlain,  Frank,  Van  Horn,  Spaulding  and  Fenton  voted  for 
the  bill,  while  Messrs.  Diven,  Smith,  Odell,  Haight  and  Steele  voted 
against  it ;  from  Pennsylvania,  Messrs.  Yerree,  Kelley,  Stevens,  Blair, 
Covode,  Wallace  and  Babbitt  voted  in  the  affirmative,  and  Messrs.  Me- 
Pherson,  Ancona,  Hale,  Johnson  and  Bailey  voted  in  the  n^ative ; 
from  Ohio,  Messrs.  Gurley,  Hutchins,  Ashley,  Shellabarger  and  Bmg- 
ham  voted  for  the  bill,  and  Messrs.  Morris,  Pendleton,  Yallandigham, 
Allen,  Noble,  Horton  and  Cox  voted  against  it ;  from  Indiana,  Messrs. 
Julian,  White,  Colfax  and  Mitchell  voted  in  fav(»  of  the  bill,  and 
Messrs.  Dunn,  Holman,  Porter,  Cravens,  Law  and  Yoorhees  voted 
against  it ;  from  Illinois,  Messrs.  Arnold,  Lovi|joy  and  Kellogg  voted 
for  the  bill,  and  Messrs.  Robinson,  McClemand  and  Fouke  voted 
against  it ;  from  Missouri,  Mr.  Blair  voted  in  favor  of  the  bill,  and 
Messrs.  Rollins,  Norton  and  Reid  voted  against  its  passage ;  from 
Michigan,  Messrs.  Granger,  Beaman'  and  Eell()gg ;  from  Wisconsin, 
Messrs.  Potter  and  Sloan  ;  from  Minnesota,  Messrs.  Aldrich  and  Wln- 
dom  voted  for  the  bill ;  from  Maryland,  Messrs.  May,  Calvert,  Webster, 
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Thomas  and  Crisfield ;  from  Eeiita«.kj,  Mean.  Burnety  Jackson,  GrNter, 
Harding,  WIckliffe,  Danlap,  MaUory,  Menalfls,  Crittenden  and  Wads- 
worth  opposed  its  paMage ;  and  Mr.  Shiel,  of  Oregon,  united  with  them. 
The  bill  passed  the  Honse  by  a  Tote  of  57  to  48. 
^3^ ,  This  enactment  became  memorable  as  the  first  law  of  Oott- 
gress,  enacted  subsequent  to  ]  787,  that  gave  libertj  to  any  po^ 
tlon  of  the  enslaTed  population  of  these  United  States.  The  Ic^idatkn 
of  Congress  had  been  in  fayor  of  continuing  and  extendiag  the  institur 
tlon  since  1793,  thereby  increaang  and  strengthening  the  rery  crime 
which  now  struck  at  the  natlon^s  life.  Men  saw  that  Measn.  day, 
and  Webster,  and  Fillmore,  and  Jackson,  and  Van  Buren,  and  Folk, 
and  Pierce,  and  Buchanan,  had  contributed  to  the  existbg' rebellion 
just  80  far  as  they  had  leift  theiF  infiuence  to  strengthen  slaTeiy : 
it  was  equally  obTions  that  Mr.  Adams  and  those  who  acted  with  him 
in  striring  to  separate  the  Federal  Oorenment  from  all  support  of 
that  histitution,  had  exerted  their  influence  to  preserve  our  Govern- 
ment, and  to  prevent  rebellion.  Indeed,  members  of  Congress  who 
a  few  weeks  previously  advised  the  abandonment  of  the  republican 
principles  and  party,  now  voted  for  this  biD,  finding  themselves  con* 
stfained  to  vote  for  the  very  doctrines  which  they  had  so  recently 
repudiated.  Nor  did  the  President  hesitate  to  sign  the  bin :  and 
'Mjt,  Seward,  constituting  one  of  the  Cabinet,  is  supposed  to  have 
yielded  his  approval,  as  there  is  no  evidence  of  his  having  dissented  firom 
his  associates.  The  old  men  of  the  nation  who  had  long  felt  the 
necessity  of  purifying  our  Government  from  the  crimes  of  slavery, 
now  felt  that  Congress  and  the  Executive  had  taken  a  step  la  the 
right  direction  ;  for  they  saw  clearly  that  the  institution  had  throttled 
the  Government ;  that  slavery  and  the  Fnion  were  in  a  death^trag- 
gle  ;  that  one  only  could  survive,  while  the  other  must  perish.  It  had 
been  in  the  power  of  Congress  to  withdraw  its  influence  from  slavery, 
and  thereby  save  bloodshed,  until  within  the  last  five  years  ;  but  that 
policy  was  not  adopted,  and  now  it  was  too  late,  and  the  life  of  the 
nation  could  only  be  preserved  by  the  death  of  slavery. 

Bat  this  was  an  extraordinary  session  of  Congress,  called  to  provide 
ways  and  means  for  prosecuting  the  war  ;  and  no  further  action  was 
bad  directly  affecting  slavery  until  the  reassembling  of  that  body  in 
December  following. 

General  Fremont,  placed  in  command  of  the  Western  Department, 
issued  a  proclamation,  emancipating  the  slaves  within  his  milltarf 
district.  It  was  a  policy  which  appeared  not  only  just,  but  necessary. 
Yet  there  was  such  a  strong  feeUng  in  fiavor  of  slavery  among  men  who 
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adhered  to  the  ^emocratile  party,  and  those  Whigs  who  cherished  their 
aneient  prcrjadioes,  a&d  among  military  officers ;  and  sach  were  the  re- 
monstrances presented  to  the  President,  that  he  issued  a  counter  order, 
setting  aside  that  of  General  Fremont,  declaring  that  he  had  reserved  to 
himsdf  the  question  of  emancipation,  by  military  authority,  and  would 
act  upon  it  at  the  diQtates  of  his  own  judgment.  General  Fremont  was 
soon  recalled,  and  General  Halleck  was  appointed  to  command  that 
department.  Aware  of  the  dissatisfaction  with  General  Fremont's 
attiempt  to  give  liberty  and  do  justice  to  the  enslayed  people  of  his 
department,  General  Halleck  issued  an  order  ezdnding  fiigitiye  slaves 
from  the  lines  of  his  army,  under  pretense  that  those  who  thus  sought 
liberty,  werd  in  the  habit  of  giylng  their  rebel  masters  information  of  his 
military  movements.  This  excuse  was  not  satisfoctory  to  the  friends  of 
liberty,  and  this  order  nuubxb  thsee  of  General  Halleck  became  some- 
what notorious,  and  seemed  greatly  to  impair  the  confidence  which  loyal 
men  had  reposed  in  hhn. 

During  the  summer  of  1861,  most  of  our  commanding  officers  occa- 
sionally employed  theur  soldiers  in  sending  back  fugitive  slaves  to  be  sub- 
sequently used  by  their  masters  in  raising  provisions  for  the  support  of 
the  rebel  army,  or  of  rebel  masters  and  their  fiunllies.  They  also  em- 
ployed the  soldiers  in  protecting  the  property  of  rebels.  The  wives  of 
officers  serving  in  the  Confederate  army  were  in  the  practice  of  boldly 
demanding  of  Federal  commanders  a  guard  to  protect  them  and  their 
property  while  the  Federal  army  was  encamped  in  the  vicinity  of  their 
residences ;  but  General  Hunter,  commanding  the  military  district  of  • 
"South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Florida,  issued  a  general  order,  declar- 
ing all  slaves  within  those  States  to  be  free.  This  order  was  said  to 
have  created  great  alarm  among  the  secessionists,  who  hastily  fled  froui 
that  region  ;  and  it  was-  believed  if  General  Hunter  had  been  permit- 
ted to  follow  up  his  order  by  enlisting  negroes,  he  would  have  sup- 
pressed the  rebellion  in  his  district  without  calling  another  white  sol- 
diw  to  his  assistance ;  but  this  order  was  also  set  aside  by  higher 
authority,  because  it  was  offensive  to  slaveholders  and  those  who  sus- 
tained the  institution.  It  was  hoped  that  this  undignified  respect  for  the 
pnjndices  and  the  long-cherished  crimes  of  pro-slavery  men,  would  attach 
them  to  the  standard  of  liberty  ;  and  it  is  believed  that  while  the  Pre- 
sident refused  to  peonit  our  military  officers  to  strike  the  death-blow  to 
the  institution,  many  joined  the  ranks  of  freedom,  while  a  far  greater 
number  were  led  to  believe  that  he  wanted  the  firmness  to  give  the  fatal 
stroke  whkh  would  lustrate  the  nation  troax  the  contagion  of  oppression. 
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Tfnb  EzacatiTe  embraced  an  earlj  opportunity  of  nnitiog  with  Great 
Britain  in  a  aolenin  treaty  for  sapprwoBg  the  Afiican  slaye  trade. 

The  treaty  recognized  the  principles  so  long  contended  for  by  the. 
Britiflh  ministry  and  the  American  reformers :  bnt  the  democratic  party 
had  been  vociferons  in  opposing  every  proposition  having  in  view  a  com- 
bmed  eflbrt  of  independent  nations  for  the  destniction  of  that  seomge 
of  the  human  race. 

That  inflaence  having  ceased  to  control  the  Oovemment^  measores 
were  soon  adopted  for  placing  the  United  States  in  an  attitode  towsjida 
the  slave  trade  which  became  a  Christian  nation. 
^gg^n  The  thirty-seventh  Congress  convened  on  the  2d  December  for 
its  first  regular  session.  The  vacation  had  given  members  an 
opportonity  of  witnessing  the  operations  of  the  rebels,  and  of  meditatiiig 
upon  the  most  efficient  means  for  suppressing  the  widdy-eztended  insor- 
lection  which  lay  before  them.  European  statesmen  were  cfaaiging  the 
attempted  revolution  to  the  democratic  character  of  our  institutions  : 
But  every  impartial  observer  saw  most  clearly  that  it  was  the  dapotigm 
of  siavertf  which  now  involved  our  people  in  all  the  horrors  of  civil  war. 
Men  of  experience  understood  that  the  only  mode  of  restoring  peace  was 
to  resume  and  carry  out  those  republican  and  democratic  doctrines 
which  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  so  many  members  of  Congress,  bad 
recently  advised  the  people  to  abandon. 

At  ^e  solicitation  of  the  slave  power,  Congress,  in  1793,  had  assumed 
undelegated  authority  over  slavery,  in  order  to  uphold  and  sustain  it : 
and  now,  after  sixty-eight  years  of  experience,  the  law  of  self-preserva- 
tion compelled  that  body  to  exert  its  powers  for  the  destruction  of  the 
institution  which  it  had  so  long  cherished. 

On  the  first  day  of  this  session,  Mr.  Eliot,  of  Massachusetts,  offered 
a  resolution  declaring  the  right  of  the  President,  and  of  all  military  offi- 
cers commanding  departments  or  districts,  to  emancipate  all  slaves 
within  their  several  jurisdictions. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Pennsylvania,  presented  a  proposition  for  confiscat- 
ing all  slaves  of  rebels  :  and  Mr.  Stevens,  of  the  same  State,  presented 
a  joint  resolution,  requesting  the  President  to  emancipate  by  prodama> 
tion  the  skves  of  all  rebels,  and  to  direct  all  military  officers  to  carry 
out  such  proclamation  within  their  several  jurisdictions. 

All  these  propositions  were  more  radical  than  those  brought  forward 
by  Mr.  Adams  or  by  the  writer,  or  by  their  associates  in  the  eaz]|er 
days  of  the  reformation.  They  merely  propc^  to  separate  the  Fede- 
ral Government  and  the  people  of  the  free  States  from  all  support  of 
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,  dsTery,  learag  the  inslitaiioii  entirely  with  the  States  in  wUeli  it 
existed :  Bat  the  propoeitions  now  made  had  in  yiew  the  destraetion 
of  that  relation  which  existed  between  master  and  slaye,  wherever  the 
master  was  engaged  in  efforts  to  oyerthrow  the  Goremment  whidi 
bad  protected  him.  This  destraetion  of  slaTcry  bad  been  rendered 
necessary  by  the  rebellion. 

Mr.  Bingham,  of  Ohio,  now  among  the  most  experienced  and  ablest 
members  of  the  Honse,  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  offer  a  bill 
emancipating  the  dares  of  all  rebel  masters,  and  confiscatbg  their  pro- 
perty. 

There  is  a  pride  of  opinion  among  men  in  pnblic  and  in  private  life, 
which  renders  them  generally  nnwUling  to  admit  having  cherished  politi* 
oal  or  moral  errors  :  Thns  many  who  had  long  advocated  the  support 
of  slavery  by  Congress,  now,  from  mere  pride  of  opioion,  opposed  the 
exercise  of  legislative  powers  for  its  destraetion.  They  also  insisted  that 
in  dealing  with  the  rebels,  Government  was  bound  touct  enturely  within 
the  Oonstitntion,  and  guarantee  to  the  armed  foes  of  the  nation  the 
same  secority  which  was  extended  to  its  most  devoted  supporters  :  Thej 
contended  tiiat  neither  the  President  nor  Congress  possessed  any  right 
to  abolish  slavery,  even  to  save  the  nation's  life  :  And  although  driven 
by  aigoment  to  admit  that  rebels  may  be  shot,  or  hanged,  with  perfect 
propriety,  they  denied|  with  unyielding  pertinacity,  that  their  slaves  could 
be  emancipated  by  the  just  exercise  of  governmental  power. 

In  the  Senate,  Mr.  Trumbull,  of  Illinois,  gave  notice  of  his  in-  _^ 
tendon  to  introduce  a  bQl  to  emancipate  the  slaves  of  rebels  and 
to  confiscate  their  property.  These  several  propositions  called  forth 
much  debate,  and  constituted  the  principal  subjects  of  discussion  during 
the  session.  Those  persons  who  held  daves  were,  in  fact,  as  friendly  to 
free  governments  now  as  they  had  been  in  former  times.  They  had  not 
changed  their  views.  They  had  ever  sought  the  overthrow  of  those 
doctrines  which  recognize  the  equal  rights  of  ail  men  to  life  and  liberty. 
Indeed,  Congress  and  the  Executive  had  long  practically  denied  the  ex- 
istence of  these  rights,  and  had  legislated  for  depriving  fugitive  slaves, 
and  slaves  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  on  the  high  seas,  of  those 
prerogatives  which  the  Creator  had  vouchsafed  to  them :  and  when 
northern  statesmen  changed  their  views  and  determined  no  longer 
to  violate  those  rights,  southern  men  seized  the  sword,  in  order  to  main* 
tain  and  continue  the  crimes  which  the  people  of  the  free  States  refused 
longer  to  encourage. 

On  the  third  day  of  the  seasion,  Senator  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts, 
oflbred  a  joint  resolution,  instmcting  the  marshal  of  the  District  of 
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Cotaidiia  to  cUKkaige  aQ  persons  eonfined  fai  the  oomflum  jail  of  t&s 
District,  against  whom  no  chaige  of  crime  or  misdemeanor  had  been  pre> 
fenred :  and  the  S«mtor  showed  from  oiBdal  docaments  that  some  sfacty 
persons  were  tiien  held  in  prison  bj  the  marshal,  npon  ^'  tuifidam  of 
ieingfMgiiiv$  dwaP  yjukj  of  these  were  freemen,  bom  in  the  northern 
States,  but  had  engaged  in  oar  militarj  service  as  teamsters^  ottoersP 
servants  and  narses  for  the  sick.  Of  oomne  they  were  attached  to  the 
troops,  and  nnder  the  militarj  {MOtection  of  the  United  States ;  but 
they  were  seined  without  ceremony  by  the  mhiions  of  sIsTery  as  soon  as 
they  reached  the  nation's  capital,  and  thrown  into  prison,  where  they 
were  detained  nnta  the  maidial's  fees  for  arrest  and  imprisonment  Were 
paid,  thus  aiding  the  rebelUon  by  takmg  efficient  Inen  frx»n  the  serrioe 
of  oar  army. 

Others  had  fled  from  Yirgiaia,  sertdng  an  asyhm  from  bond^^ 
within  oar  nation's  capital.  These  were  seined  and  held  until  an  oppor* 
taiiity  presented  for  sendmg  them  badi  to  the  service  of  their  lebd 
masters,  where  they  were  employed  in  famishing  provisions  for  the  lebds 
or  in  laboring  iqK>n  rebel  fortifications,  batteries,  rifle-pits,  ftc.  Others 
were  committed  by  rebel  mastas  to  the  jail  for  safe  keeping  untfl  a  sale 
coald  be  made  ;  and  when  the  slaves  were  thas  committed,  the  masters 
osoally  left  for  the  rebel  army,  and  contribnted  their  infloenoe  and 
efforts  to  overthrow  the  Oovemment,  toAose  manikal  had  thdr  negrees  in 
safe  kteping, 

^^^.         Members  of  the  Senate  e^qiosed  these  facts,  and  called  on  the 
marshal  to  state  by  what  aatiiority  he  thus  outraged'  the  Constir 
tution  and  the  eommon  dictates  of  humanity. 

On  the  same  day,  Mr.  Hutchins,  of  Ohio,  moved  a  similar  resoktion 
in  the  House  of  Bepresentatives^  and  the  attention  of  that  body  was 
called  to  the  sul^t.  The  mardial  was  unable  to  refer  to  any  law  for 
his  proceeding;  but  asserted  that  the  practice  had  longexisted :  Indeed, 
the  reader  will  recollect  that  the  pra^iee  had  been  eloquently  exposed 
in  1816  by  H(m.  John  Randolph,  of  Virginia,  and  more  recently  by 
(Afferent  members  of  Congress. 

Bat  the  msjshal,  instead  of  abandoning  this  moral  pffacy,  gave 
orders  to  the  jailer  to  admit  no  persons  to  the  jail,  unless  they  should 
present  a  written  permit  from  himself^  thus  excluding  Senators  and 
members  of  the  House  from  inspecting  the  public  prison :  and  such  was 
the  state  of  feeUog  in  Washington  Oity  in  favor  of  the  marshal  and  of 
his  pimtical  course,  that  the  President  appeared  unwiUing  to  remove 
him  either  for  his  treason  or  his  insolenoe. 

But  this  conduct  of  the  marshal  exhibited  the  barbarism  of  tho 
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motrqK^liSy  and  around  a  very  gtgaanl  iiidigiiation  amoag  all  memben 
of  CoDgreffi  wko  reaUj  deaired  to  soppress  the  rebellion,  and  UUa  were 
introduced  into  both  Hoaaefl  proTkUng  for  the  eatire  abolition  of 
dareiy  in  the  District  of  Odambia.  These  bills  were  Rebated,  and 
their  passage  opposed,  and  resisted  by  adhering  Democrats  and  bj 
some  professed  RepublieaDs ;  bat  the  &ial  passage  of  the  bill  through 
the  House  of  Bepres^tatlTes  was  effeeted  on  iiie  11th.  April,  when  each 
member  recorded  his  rote  according  to  his  jadgment,  and  as  he  wished 
to  be  judged  bj  postmty.  Messrs.  Walton,  Fessenden,  Morrill,  Bice,  atid 
Pike,, of  Maine ;  Rollins  and  .Edwards,  of  Kew  Hampshire ;  Walton, 
Morrill,  and  Baxter,  of  Yermont ;  Eliot,  Boflinton,  ThcKnas,  Rice,  A^ejr, 
Ooooh,  Train,  Delano,  Ind  Bailej,  of  Massachusetts,  and  Loomis,  of  Con- 
necticat,  voted  for  the  bill ;  but  Messrs.  English  and  Woodruff,  of  the 
latter  State,  voted  against  it  Fn»n  New  Toxb,  Messrs.  F.  A.  Concklin, 
R.  Concklin,  Van  Wyck,  Baker,  Olin,  McKean,  Wheeler,  Sherman, 
Francbot,  Du^,  Lansing,  Olark,  Sedgwick,  Pomeroy,  Chamberlain, 
Diven,  YanYolkenbnrg,  Ely,  Filuik,  Yan  Horn,  Spanldybg,  and  Fentoa 
voted  for  the  bill ;  whOe  Messrs.  Smith,  Odel(  Wood,  Waid,  Height^ 
and  Steele  voted  against  it.  From  Pennsylvania,  Messrs.  Yerree, 
Kelley,  Davis,  KiUinger,  Hickman,  Stevens,  Campbell,  Hale,  McPherson, 
Blair,  Covode,  Moreheod,  Wallace,  Patton,  and  Babbitt  voted  for  the 
bill,  and  Messrs.  Wright,  Jc^maon,  B^ej,  and  Laaear  ojqposed  its 
passage.  From  Ohio,  Messrs.  Qurley,  Ashley,  SheQabarger,  Trimble, 
Worcester,  Blake,  Egerton,  Bingham,  Hutdiins,  and  Riddle  snstamed 
it,  and  Messrs.  Pendleton,  Yallandig^m,  Allen,  White,  Noble^  Morris, 
and  Nugen  voted  agiunst  it.  From  Indiana,  Messrs.  Dunn,  JoHan, 
Porter,  White,  Col£ftx,  Mitchell,  and  Shanks  voted  for  the  bill,  and 
Messrs.  Law  and  Holman  voted  against  it.  From  Dlmois,  Menrs. 
•  Washbume,  Arnold,  and  Lovi^y  sustained  the  blU,  as  did  also  Metes. 
Aldrich  and  Windom,  of  Minnesota.  Potter  and  Sloan,  of  Wisoonsiny 
Orai^er,  Beaman,  Trowbridge,  and  Kellogg,  of  Mkhigan,  and  Blair 
and  RollinSy  of  Missouri,  voted  for  the  bill ;  while  Messrs.  Steele,  of 
New  Jersey,  Thomas,  of  Maryland,  CrittendSen,  Orider,  Harding, 
Wickliffe,  Dunlap,  Menses,  and  MaUory,  of  Kentucky,  voted  against  it. 
It  passed  by  a  vote  of  93  to  38.  Xhe  Senate  concurred  by  a  propor- 
tionate Eujority.  The  bUl  was  approved  by  the  President,  and  it 
became  a  law.  The  institution  had  been  established  in  the  District 
fai  1801,  and  the  struggle  for  its  abolition  commenced  in  1805.  The 
contest  had  continned  for  fifty-six  years.  Dnrii^  that  period  slavery 
and  the  slave  trade  had  been  sustained  in  our  national  metropolis  by  the 
inflaenee  and  votes  of  northern  as  well  as  southern  Senators  and  Bepm- 
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BentativeB ;  And  should  the  record  of  criaiefl  perpetnted  in  that  District 
wider  the  sanction  of  Congress  OTor  be  made  np  and  eipoecid  to  pnblk 
ezamuiation,  it  most  reflect  discredit  upon  ail  the  States. 
^^^n  The  old  men  of  the  nation  who  had  labored  long  and  steadily 
to  redeem  our  GoTemment  from  the  accursed  traffic  in  tiM 
bodies  of  men  and  women,  now  r^'oiced,  thanked  Ood,  and  took  con- 
nge.  The  deyotees  of  despotism  in  the  city  of  Washington  no  longer 
omtroUed  the  action  of  Oongress*  The  advocates  of  liberty,  gatheiiiig 
courage  from  soccess,  no  longer  waited  to  be  assailed  by  the  minions 
of  slaTery  ;  they  assomed  the  offensiTep  and  without  6cru|de  exposed  the 
conduct  of  our  military  officers  who  aided  the  rebels  by  capturing  and 
sending  back  fugitiye  dayes  to  aid  in  canying  fShrard  the  rebellion  in 
which  most  of  the  slave  States  had  engag^ 

Eerly  in  the  session  Mr.  Sumner  called  attention  to  the  order  of 
General  Halleck  prohibiting  fogitiTe  slaves  firom  entering  the  lines  of 
the  army  under  his  command.  He  exposed  the  pretence  of  that  officer 
in  represenUDg  those  men  and  women  who  had  fled  from  bondage  as 
informii:^  their  traitorous  masters  in  r^;ard  to  the  movements  and  inten- 
tions of  those  who  afforded  them  an  asylum.  • 

On  the  same  day  a  similar  investigation  was  gomg  on  in  the  House 
of  Representatives.  Mr.  Lovctjoy,  of  Illinois,  proposed  a  resolution 
requesting  the  President  to  direct  General  Halleck  to  withdraw  his 
general  order  number  three. 

In  debating  this  resolution,  Mr.  Stevens,  of  Pennsylvania^  a  man  of  a 
high  order  of  talents,  of  great  e3q[>erience  and  influence,  declared  his 
belief  that  General  Halleck  had  issued  his  order  "  number  three,"  now 
become  notorious,  more  f<Nr  the  purpose  of  affecting  the  character  of 
General  Fremont  than  from  any  feelings  of  barbarism.  He  declared 
th^  practice  of  seiaing  and  returning  sUives  had  risen  from  the  proclama- 
tion of  General  McCiellan,  in  Western  Virginia  ;  said  that  the  example 
thns  set  had  been  followed  by  General  Dix  and  other  commanding 
officers  of  districts.  He  also  described  a  case  in  Western  Yirguiia, 
where  two  wounded  soldiers,  having  hidden  in  the  woods  after  a  battle^ 
were  discovered  by  two  fugitive  slaves,  who  kindly  supplied  them  with 
food  and  water,  and  nursed  them  until  able  to  travel  wiHi  assistance, 
when  they  conducted  them  to  the  nearest  American  camp.  But  Gene- 
ral Tyler,  learning  these  facts,  ordered  the  negroes  arrested  and  sent 
back  to  their  rebel  nuuters.  Indeed,  if  the  published  accounts  of  that 
day  are  to  be  credited,  military  officers  sent  back  fugitive  slaves  to  in- 
human rebel  masters,  who,  in  frequent  instances^  scourged  the  returned 
fsgitive  until  death  brought  reUef  to,  the  vfctims  of  their  fiendish  rage ; 
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and  hundreds  were  said  to  hare  been  shot  down  bj  their  masters 
for  no  other  canse  than  the  tardiness  of  thdr  flight  from  Federal 
troops. 

Yarloos  resolutions  and  bills  were  presented  both  in  the  Benate  ^g^ 
and  in  the  Honse  of  Representatives  relatire  to  this  nndisgoised 
sni^rt  given  the  rebellion  by  officers  and  troops  in  Federal  employ- 
ment. The  aid  and  comfort  given  the  enemy  would,  in  any  impar- 
tial tribmtal,  have  sabjected  every  military  officer  tfans  employed  to  the 
pnnidiment  allotted  to  traitors :  Tet  the  President  felt  constrained  to 
fl^rait  the  tardy  movements  of  the  pnblic  mind.  The  discossions  arising 
upon  the  various  propositions  were  protracted.  The  officers  who  thns 
violated  both  law  ancT  humanity  had,  most  of  them,  belonged  to  the 
democratic  party,  and  were  carrying  out  in  practice  the  views  and 
theory  of  that  organization  ;  and  they  looked  npoi^  it  as  a  matter  of 
partisan  policy  rather  than  of  treason  to  the  Oovemment,  Under  these 
circnmstances  the  President  and  Gabmet  appeared  to  foel  it  necessary  to 
await  the  logic  of  events,  to  show  these  officers  their  error  rather  than 
attempt  to  convince  them  by  striking  their  names  from  the  rolls  of  the 
army. 

But  their  condnct  had  so  far  diflgraoed  the  army,  both  at  home  and 
abroad,  that  Congress  passed  a  law  durecting  the  dismissal  in  dicgraoe 
of  every  office  who  should  longer  indulge  in  that  barbarous  prao- 
tice. 

The  President  readfly  approved  the  bilL  The  law  was  promulgated, 
and  those  who  continued  to  offend  against  its  provisions  were  dismiSBed 
fai  disgrace  from  the  public  service. 

The  various  billa  and  resolutions  touching  slavery  and  its  conneotion 
with  the  Federal 'Government  were  debated,  refierred  to  appropriate 
committees,  reports  were  made  upon  them,  and  they  were  again  dis- 
cussed. Members  of  Congress  were  now  constrained  to  look  at  fiu^ 
and  to  examine  principles.  They  could  no  longer  reflose  serious  investi- 
gation. They  saw  dearly  that  by  consenting  to  l^idate  for  the  benefit 
of  slavery  the  Government  had  departed  frx>m  the  purposes  for  which  ft 
was  founded,  lliat  every  step  in  favor  of  upholding,  extending,  and 
strengthening  that  institution  had  restricted  the  liberty,  not  merely  of 
the  blacks,  but  of  our  white  citizens,  and  hastened  the  rebellion  whidi 
now  threatened  the  nation's  life. 

The  leaders  of  the  rebellion  officially  announced  to  the  worid  that 
the  intended  revolution  had  for  its  object  the  establishment  of  a 
government  to  be  based  on  human  bondage.  This  intention  to  re- 
verse the  onward  march  of  dvilization  and  retnm  to  the  barfoarion  of 
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flfatTcry,  had  been  proclaliiied  with  ail  that  apparent  coafideoee  whidi 
cfaaraeteriaed  our  eeparatioii  from  Oreat  Britain,  in  ordjrto  estaMUi  a 
goremment  based  open  that  reyealed  will  of  the  Creator,  wfaieh  gives 
to  eyery  hnman  soil  a  right  to  Uve,  to  attain  hnowledge,  happiness,  and 
heaTen. 

jg^^  Under  the  eirenmstanoeB,  philanthropists  and  OhristlaDs  in  all 
,  lands  felt  that  ovr  daty  bade  ns  plnnge  the  dagger  of  jnstioe 

through  the  yery  heart  of  slavery  ;  to  strOLO  down  an  institntion  which 
had  waged  war  npon  Christiaidty,  and  raised  its  pony  arm  against  the 
dearly  reyeaied  win  of  the  Creator,  To  destroy  slavery  it  waa  oifly 
necessary  to  carry  ont  ttie  doctrines,  and  maintain  the  prineq[)]es  on 
which  onr  Oovemment  had  lieen  founded,  by  giving  liberty  to  an  per- 
sons nader  the  kgitimate  jnrlsdietion  of  Congress  and  the  Ezeeokive. 
In  short,  it  had  become  obvioos  that  we,  as  a  nation,  mnst  do  puHee  to 
the  slaves  <^  the  Sooth  in  order  to  maintain  the  liberties  of  onr  own 
people,  and  after  months  spent  in  debate  and  examfaation  the  varions 
proposithnis  before  Congress  on  tills  snbject  were  o(msolidated  into  one 
bill,  providing :  1st  For  the  emancipation  of  all  slaves  of  persons  ccm- 
victed  of  treason.  8d.  For  the  emancipation  of  all  who  were  held  by 
persons  engaged  in  the  rc^llion.  3d.  For  the  emand|Mition  ni  all  who 
were  held  by  persons  who  uded  or  in  anyway  assisted  those  engaged  in 
the  rebellion.  iA.  That  no  dave  ehonld  be  retomed  to  any  master 
nntQ  the  loyalty  of  the  master  be  proven.  5th.  The  bill  aothorized 
the  Freadieai  to  employ  any  nnmber  of  Africans  which  he  might  T^;ard 
as  necessary  in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 
^g^.  All  history  had  tanght  that  davury  eonld  only  live  and  thrive 
when  and  where  silence  in  regard  to  liberty,  troth  and  justice 
was  imposed  iqK>n  the  people ;  jht  many  did  not  appear  to  comprehend 
the  eonseqnences  of  tibe  contemplated  law.  In  terms,  it  prqMMSd  to 
give  freedom  only  to  the  slaves  of  dislojral  dtiflens  ;  bot  statesmen  oonU 
not  ilul  to  conqnehend  that  the  enactment  of  tiiis  bill  wooM  be  followed 
by  a  total  demoralizafion  and  final  disappearance  of  the  mstitotton ; 
indeed,  it  was  at  tiiis  time  constant^  asserted  that  the  cannonade  of 
Fort  Sumter  had,  m  its  effects  and  le^^timate  consequences,  mog  out 
the  deatb-knell  of  the  institotion. 

Tbaa  bill  was  also  calculated  to  draw  the  line  of  deaaarkation  between 
the  friends  of  government  and  the  advocates  of  slavery.  It  had  become 
obvious  to  the  pubBc  mind  that  no  siqiporter  of  oppression  could  be  a 
friend  of  free  governments.  Surrounded  with  oonstderationB  thus  imr 
portant,  on  the  11th  July  the  House  of  Repiesentatives  proceeded  to  rote 
on  tUs  faOl,  than  which  no  act  of  Congress  was  ever  move  impcNrtant. 
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Tlioae  membeiB  of  the  Hooao  of  BeprcsentatiTes  who  on  thai  historic 
oocasioQ  recorded  their  munes  for  and  a^^uiwt  this  corse  ct  our  coontry 
were  as  follows  :  Mr.  Loomis,  of  Oonneoticat,  voted  for  the  bill ;  and 
Messrs.  EDglish,  Bomham,  and  Woodml^  of  that  State, /aiU  to  vote. 
MesBTB.  Phelps  and  Sargeant,  of  California,  Mr.  Fisher,  of  Delawaro, 
and  Messrs.  Donn,  Jiifiaa,  Porter,'  White,  Oolfaz,  ICtchel,  and  Shanks, 
of  Indiana^  TOted  for  it ;  while  Messrs.  Law  and  Holman,  of  the  latter 
State,  voted  against  it ;  and  Messrs.  Cravens  and  Yooiiiees  refrained 
from  voting.  Messrs.  Arnold,  Kellogg,  Lov^joj,  and  Washbmne,  of 
nfinois,  SBStained  the  bill ;  and  Messrs.  Enapp  and  Foidce,  of  that 
State,  opposed  it ;  while  Messrs.  Bichardson  and  Bobinson  did  not 
vote.  Messrs.  Wilson  and  Yandeve(%  of  Iowa»  and  Conwaj,  of  Ean* 
sas,  refused  to  vote.  Messrs.  Crittenden,  Grider,  Harding,  Danlap, 
MaDory,  and  Menriee,  of  Kentncky,  voted  against  the  bill ;  and  Messrs. 
Jackson,  Powell,  and  Wadsworth  did  not  vote.  Measrs.  Goodwin, 
Walton,  Feesenden,  Morrill,  Bice,  and  Pike,  of  Maine ;  Eliot,  Boffin- 
ton,  Bloe,  Hooper,  Alley,  Gooch,  Bailej,  and  Dawes,  of  Maasachosetts, 
voted  for  the  bill ;  and  Mr.  Thomas,  of  the  last  mentioned  State, 
voted  against  it ;  while  Mr.  Train  did  not  vote.  Messrs.  Crisfteld, 
Thomas,  and  Webster,  of  Maiyland,  voted  against  the  bill^  while 
Messrs.  Leaiy,  Calvert,  and  May  itofrained  from  voting.  Messrs.  Sea- 
man, Kellogg,  and  Trowbridge,  of  Michigan ;  Aldrich  and  Windom,  of 
Minnesota ;  Bdlins  and  Edwards,  of  New  Hampdiire,  supported  the 
bOl ;  and  Mr.  Marston,  of  the  latter  State,  did  not  vote.  Mr.  Bollins, 
of  Missonri,  opposed  the  bfll ;  and  Messrs.  Blair,  Norton,  Phelps,  and 
Nod,  of  that  State,  did  not  vote.  Messrs.  Nixon  and  Stratton,  of  New 
Jersey,  voted  for  the  bill ;  Mr.  Cobb,  of  that  State,  voted  against  it ; 
and  Messrs.  Steele  and  Peiry  eiprcaBod  no  opinion.  Messrs.  Wall,  F. 
A.  Concklin,  Boscoe  ConcUin,  Ely^  Sedgwick,  Wheeler,  Sherman, 
Dnell,  Lansing,  Frank,  Van  Horn,  and  Fenton,  of  New  York,  recorded 
their  votes  in  favor  of  the  bill ;  and  Messrs.  Odell,  Wood,  Kerrigan, 
Ward,  and  Haight  voted  agamst  it ;  while  Messrs.  Dels^^laine,  Yan 
Wyek,  Steele,  Baker,  Olin,  Coming,  McKean,  Wheeler,  Tibbard, 
Franchot,  dark,  Pomeroy,  Ohamberiain,  Diven,  and  Yan  Yolken- 
borg  did  not  record  their  names  on  either  side  of  the  question. 
From  Ohio,  Messrs.  Ashley,  Bingham,  Bhike,  Cntler,  Gnrley,  Hot^ 
chins,  Biddle,  Shellabaiger,  and  Worcester  voted  for  the  bill ;  and 
Messrs.  Pendleton,  Yallandlgham,  Alkn,  Ooz,  Nngeo,  and  Morris 
voted  against  it ;  while  Messrs.  WUte,  Harrison,  Noble,  Horton,  and 
Edgerton  did  not  vote.  Mr.  Shid,  of  Oregon,  voted  against  the 
Inll.    From  Pennqrhania,  Messrs.  KeUey,  Davis,  Stevens,  Campbell, 
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Hale,  McPhenoD,  Blair,  Corode,  McKniglit,  Patton,  Babbitt,  More- 
head,  and  Wallace  Toted  for  the  bill ;  while  Messrs.  Lehman,  Biddle, 
Anoona,  and  Lasear  Toted  agaimt  it ;  and  Messrs.  Yance,  Htckman, 
Cooper,  Wright,  Johnson,  and  Morehead  did  not  yote.  Mr.  Brown, 
of  Rhode  Idand,  voted  against  the  bill ;  and  his  cdleagne,  Mr.  Sheffield, 
did  not  vote.  Messrs.  Maynard,  of  Tennessee,  Baxter  and  Morrill,  of 
Yermont,  roted  for  the  bill ;  and  Mr.  Walton  was  detained  at  his  ren- 
dence  by  ill  health.  Messrs.  TTpton,  Brown,  and  Whaley,  of  Yirgima, 
did  not  vote  ;  while  Mr.  Blair  roted  in  the  affirmatiye.  Mr.  Potter,  of 
Wisconsin,  voted  for  the  bill,  while  Messrs.  Sloan  and  Hanchett  did  ^ 
not  vote. 

The  bill  passed  the  Hooae  of  Bq^resentatlTes  by  a  vote  of  89  in  the 
affirmatiTe  to  42  in  the  negative. 

On  the  following  day  it  passed  the  Senate,  Mr.  Foster,  of  Connedacat, 
voting  for  it,  and  Mr.  Dizon  not  voting.  Mr.  McDongal,  of  California, 
voted  against  it ;  and  Mr.  Latham,  of  that  State,  faOed  to  vote.  Messrs. 
Bayard  and  Saolsbnry,  of  Delaware,  recorded  fheir  names  in  oppodtion 
to  the  bill  Mr.  Bright,  of  Indiana^  had  been  expelled  ;  and  Mr.  Lane, 
of  that  State,  voted  in  favor  of  the  Irifl.  Mr.  Trnmbnll,  of  Illinois,  sus- 
tained the  bill ;  and  his  ooUeagne,  Mr.  Browning,  opposed  it  Messrs. 
Qrimes  and  Harlan,  of  Iowa ;  Lane  and  Pomeroy,  of  Kansas  ;  Morrill 
and  Fessenden,  of  Maine  ;  Smnner  %nd  Wilson,  of  Massachnsetts ; 
and  Chandler,  of  Midugan,  voted  for  the  bill  Mr.  Powell,  of  Ken- 
tocky,  and  Kennedy,  of  Maryland,  voted  against  it ;  while  Mr.  Pearoe, 
of  the  latter  State,  did  not  vote.  Messrs.  Polk  and  Johnson,  of  1jGs> 
soon,  did  not  vote.  Messrs.  Clark  and  Hale,  of  New  Hampshu^ ; 
Harris  and  King,  of  New  YoA ;  Wade  and  Sherman,  of  Ohio ;  Foote 
and  Collamer,  of  Yermont ;  Sinunons  and  Anthoiiy,  of  Bhode  Island ; 
and  WQmot,  of  Pennsylvania^  voted  in  the  affirmative ;  and  Mr.  Cowen, 
of  the  latter  State,  voted  against  it  Mr.  Nesmith,  of  Oregon ;  Johnson, 
of  Tennessee  ;  and  Carlisle,  of  Ylrginia,  did  not  vote.  Mr.  Doolittle, 
of  Wisconsin,  voted  for  the  bill,  and  Ui.  Howe,  of  that  State,  did  not 
vote.  The  bill  passed  the  Senate  by  a  vote  of  21  to  12.  The  President 
approved  it^  and  it  became  a  law. 

The  passage  of  this  bill  marks  an  important  era  in  the  legislative  his- 
tory of  the  coontry.  Although  in  tctma  it  did  not*  abolish  the  coast- 
wise slave  trade,  nor  the  fugitive  slave  law,  yet  its  passage  demonstrated 
such  progress  ci  public  sentiment  as  to  indicate  that  Congress  wonM 
soon  entirely  Instn^te  the  free  States  and  the  Federal  Government  torn 
all  eni^rt  of  slavery.  Indeed,  they  had  abeady  waged  a  war  agamst 
the  .very  existence  of  the  institntion  in  consequence  of  the  rebellion. 
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Hie  mpportnB  of  oppienon  bteame  JnlWbto,  ftdTiiieivg  «rg«BMAte 
in  opposition  to  the  progreas  of  freedom  whidi  vere  not  oaly  afaeud, 
but  lodioroos.  PoIiticiaDe  of  the  present  and  fstare  time  will  do  well 
to  study  the  debates  on  this  and  the  bill  establishing  freedom  lo  all 
peteoos  within  the  TemtorieB  of  the  United  States. 

The  last  mentioned  bill  was  oi%iiiaUy  introdnoed  to  the  Hoose  of 
Bepresentatires  by  Mr.  Arnold,  of  lUitiois,  and  when  reported  by  the 
appropriate  committee,  it  not  only  proclaimed  freedom  to  all  persons 
within  the  Territories  beloQging  to  the  United  States,  or  which  AoM 
•thereafter  be  purchased  by  them,  bat  also  to  persons  on  board  Ameriean 
,  Tessels  sailing  upon  the  "  high  seas  ;"  thus  striking  a  fatal  blow  at  the 
coastwise  dave  trade,  which  had  been  sostained  and  cherished  by  Ooor 
gresB  sinoe  the  year  1808. 

Members  who  adhered  to  the  demoexatic  party  now  gave  immistak- 
able  evidence  of  the  desperation  to  which  they  were  driven.  With 
the  frenzied  grasp  of  drowning  m^  in  shipwreck,  who  seiae  upon  the 
anchor  in  order  to  float  ashore,  these  men  seised  upon  oppression,  and 
with  it  sonk  beneath  the  waters  of  politk»l  forgetfidness  and  were 
seen  no  more.  The  passage  of  this  bill  was  resisted  by  nearly  the 
same  members  who  opposed  the  one  last  noticed ;  bat  it  was  carried 
throogh  both  Hooses  by  about  the  same  majority ;  was  also  ^iproved 
by  the  President,  and  became  a  law. 

The  resistance  offered  to  the  passage  of  these  acts  by  men  from  the 
border  States  was  somewhat  remarkable.  Messrs.  Crittenden  and 
Wiokli£Ee,  of  Kentucky,  had  long  been  r^^arded  as  among  the  able  mem 
of  the  West.  They  had  served  in  pabUc  life  with  Mr.  Clay,  and,  on  im- 
portant constitational  questions,  were  sapposed  to  entertain  the  doctrines 
of  that  distingaished  statesmai^  These  gentlemen,  with  the  entire 
democratic  party,  denied  the  constitutional  power  of  the  Executive  and 
of  Congress  to  interfere  with  slavery  in  the  States  nr  timis  or  BKBMLuom^ 
oven  to  save  the  nation.  Mr.  Wickliffe  introduced  resolutions  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  that  effect ;  and  the  supporters  of  slavery, 
with  all  who  adhered  to  the  democratic  party,  now  acted  with  him. 
Indeed,  some  professed  Republicans  hesitated,  and  ajqpeared  to  be  in 
doubt  on  the  subject.  Few  members  referred  to  those  plain  elementary 
principles  which  teach  us  that,  in  time  of  hostilities,  every  citizen  is  at 
war  with  every  citizen  of  the  belligerent  government,  and  is  bound  to 
oontribute  his  property  and  life  to  save  the  government  to  which  he  has 
sworn  allegiance ;  that  a  state  of  war  necessarily  throws  upon  the 
Executive  of  every  nation  and  of  eveiy  torm,  of  government  despotic 
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powen,  td  be  exefdaed  under  contMl  of  the  e^^ontiTe  judgment  re* 
etnined  and  upheld  by  the  InteUigeoce  of  the  peof^. 
180.1  '^^  statesmen  then  ruling  the  nation  had  however  been  bom 
an^  ednoated  tat  times  of  peace.  They  had  studied  neither  the 
neosMities  nor  the  laws  of  war,  and  now  spoke  and  acted  without  that 
examination  and  thooght  which  shoold  ever  characteiue  the  oondoct  of 
men  in  high  position*  Indeed,  this  sal^fect  had  been  discossed  in  Cca- 
gresB  only  by  Mr.  Adams,  idio  was  acknowledged  by  all  to  have  been 
one  of  the  most  leaned  and  patriotie»  as  weQ  as  the  most  ejqwneneed 
men  of  the  nation.* 


•  Ob  Ui«14lh  Apffl,  lBII»llr.  Adnoi,  nteiteff  to  Ite  tcmIiiIIooi  ptcmoM  to  tht  Bmtm  of 
BoproMotatlTti  bj  tho  aathor,  a&d  for  vhich  he  vm  ceniored,  rciiivke4: 

**  I  lold,  thAt  u  fltf  u  I  ooold  tmderBtand  the  reeohxttoni  proposed  by  the  gentlemaa  from  Ohio 
(Mr.  GlddiaiiX  tfaore  wwo  lome  of  them  tut  vbUh  I  VM  vwdj  to  vote,  «id  loaw  whkh  I  ma^ 
vole  ocotaut;  and  I  will  bow  tell  thli  Howo,  my  ooottliaentBi  aad  the  world  of  Biaoklnd,  that  the 
reiolatton  agalnet  which  I  would  hoTe  Toted  wm  that  la  which  he  dedaree  that  what  are  called  the 
dave  Sutci  hare  the  exdoilTO  right  of  ooaooltaUoB  oB  the  nbiect  of  rtaTory.  for  that  teaolBtWo 
I  Bover  would  Toto,  beeaaee  I  boUore  that  It  toBot  Joat  aad  doca  aot  coBtala  oanttitotionBl  do^ 
trlse.  I  belleTO  that  lo  loof  ai  the  tlaTO  States  are  able  to  Bostaln  their  ixiotitatlon  without  ffolBg 
abroad,  or  calUng  npoa  other  parts  of  the  Unloa  to  aid  them  or  to  aot  oo  the  iobjoet,  to  long  I  will 
BOBaoBt  Bover  to  teterfsn. 

•*  Bat  if  they  come  to  the  free  States  and  B«y  to  them,  yoa  most  help  us  to  keep  down  our  sUtcs, 
yon  must  aid  us  in  an  insurrection  and  a  dTil  war,  then,  I  say,  that  with  that  call  comes  a  ftall 
BBd  pl«Bai7  power  to  tUs  Bo«so  and  to  tho  Seaate  oror  the  whole  subject  It  is  a  war  power.  I 
say  It  Is  a  war  power ;  and  when  your  country  Is  actually  in  war,  whether  it  be  a  war  of  inrariom 
or  a  war  of  Insurreotion,  Oongrem  has  power  to  carry  on  the  war,  and  must  carry  U'on  according 
•to  the  laws  of  war;  and  by  the  laws  of  war  an  faiTaded  country  has  all  its  laws  and  m«»b4p^ 
institutions  swept  by  the  board,  and  martial  law  takes  the  place  of  them.  This  power  In  Congress 
has  perhaps  nerer  been  called  into  exercise  under  the  present  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 
But  when  the  laws  of  war  are  in  fbroo,  what,  I  ask.  Is  one  onhose  laws?  It  is  this:  that  when  a 
eountry  Is  Inyadod,  and  two  hostile  armies  are  set  In  martial  array,  Ms  ooimnafMisrw  iff  btA 
armist  hoM  pov>€r  to  emaneipaU  aU  iK^tiawin  As  in^ad^d  Urritory. 

**  Nor  Is  this  a  mere  theoretic  statemonk  The  hlstoiy  of  South  America  shows  that  the  dootrino 
has  been  oanrled  bito  ezeoatfon  wtthlB  tho  test  tUrty  yean.  SlaTory  was  abolished  la  Oolttmbla, 
.Brst  by  the  Spanish  Oeneral  MoriUo,  and  secondly  by  the  American  Ckaeral  Bottrar.  It  -was 
abolished  by  virtue  of  a  military  command  glren  at  the  head  of  the  am^,  and  hs  aboUtton  eon- 
.tlBBSs  to  be  law  to  this  day.  It  was  abolished  by  the  laws  of  war,  and  not  by  sHmioipal  enaot- 
msBts.  The  power  was  exercised  by  miUtaiy  oosraumders,  under  Instmettons,  of  coune^  f^om 
their  respecUTc  goTomments.  Congress  Is  now  about  pasring  a  grant  to  reftmd  to  Oeneral  Jack- 
.son  the  amount  of  a  eertaln  fine  imposed  upon  him  by  a  judge  under  Ibo  laws  of  the  State  of 
LouMana.  Ton  are  going  to  reAznd  him  the  money,  with  Interest ;  and  this  yoa  are  going  lo  do 
because  the  imposition  of  the  fine  was  uQjust.  And  why  ui^fustf  Because  General  JaoksoB  was 
acting  under  the  laws  of  war,  and  because  the  moment  you  place  a  mUltaiy  ooBmmnder  In  a  dUs- 
trictwhiehlsthetheatreofwar,  the  laws  of  war  apply  to  that  districts  Iharo  a  oorrespondeBoe 
between  General  Jackson  and  the  Chrremor  of  Chsorgia,  during  the  Seminole  campaign,  in  wUeh 
General  Jackson  asserts  the  principle  that  he,  as  OoTemor  of  a  State  wHhln  hie  (Oeneral  Jack- 
son's) military  division,  had  no  ri^t  to  glTO  a  mOltaiy  order  while  he  (General  Jackson)  was  In 
the  field.  The  Goremor  contested  the  power  of  General  Jackson,  and  said  all  he  could  Ibr  State 
rights ;  but  General  Jackson  had  gtren  an  order,  and  that  order  was  carried  Into  efbet,  wfllo'the 
order  of  the  Goremor  was  suppreoNd.    General  Jadcaon  had  the  right  of  the  questioB. 

»*  I  might  ftimlsh  a  thousand  proofr  to  show  that  the  pretensions  of  gentlemen  to  the  saaciity  of 
their -municipal  InstlttttlonB,  under  a  state  of  actual  Inraslon  and  of  aotsal  war,  whether  serrtlo, 
jdfil,  or  liBreii^  are  wholly  onlbuadod ;  and  that  the  laws  of  war  do»  la  an  saofa  casei,  tafco  the 
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He  had,  howe?ery  been  impopiilar  from  Us  infleiifaie  adhemce  to 
the  Constitution.  He,  and  those  vho  acted  with  hhn,  had  qMuned  the 
policy  of  Messra.  Claj,  Webster,  FiUmoie,  Calhoun,  Cass,  Tan  Boren, 
and  Polk ;  and  now  the  ardent  Moweia  of  those  distingidahed  men 
were  slow  to  relinqoish  the  policy  in  which  they  had  been  ediicated,,and 
adopt  the  doctrines  of  men  whom  they  had  ever  r^;arded  as  mj^Jded 
opponents  of  slarery, 

Mr.  Seward,  the  Secretary  of  State,  had  arowed  his  intention  to 
sDirender  repablicamsm  and  democracy ;  and  it  was  believed  that  tke 
EzecBtire  would  maintain  the  policy  which  had  guided  the  admimstn^ 
tions  of  Messrs.  Harrison,  Tyler,  Taylor,  and  Fillmore.  Ohio,  Pennsyl- 
▼ani%  and  New  York  had  akeady  abandoned  rtfuNieamtm. 

But  against  all  these  influenced,  members  of  Congress  were  ^^^ 
now  inq^elled  by  that  natural  law,  that  will  of  the  Creator, 
which  underlies  all  human  action,  constraining  them  to  carry  out  the 
doctrines  enunciated  by  the  reformers  and  avowed  by  the  Republicans  at 
Philadelphia;  although  they  had  been  so  recently  renounced  by  Senators^ 
B^presentatives,  people  and  States. 

.  As  the  rebellion  ej^Mtnded  in  its  proportions,  the  danger  to  which  the 
Government  was  exposed  became  more  apparent.  It  was  perceived 
that  all  support  of  slavery  contributed  to  strengthen  the  rebellion; 
while  the  liberty  of  a  single  slave  subtracted  so  much  from  the  power 
now  seeking  the  overthrow  of  the  Government. 

preotdoaoe.  I  laj  tUi  down  u  th*  law  ot  aatiou.  I  fay  that  the  mUttaqr  aatlu»ritj  talui,  for 
the  UnM,  tlw  place  of  aU  monldpal  InstttaUons,  «tov«ry  omon^  HU  rttL  Under  that  itate  of 
fhlaii,  10  tu  fkom  Hi  being  traa  Chat  the  States  where  riaTtty  eadeli  hare  the  esofaialTe  manage- 
meat  of  thee«l4eot,<i«<  otU^  tte  JPntidmU  ^  UU  UnUtd  JStaiu,  bvt  Hie  wmmamdM'  qf  Me 
army,  hatpawtr  to  ordmr  th4  undMmU  mnandpoHan  qf1h4  tlavst. 

**  I  hare  glTea  oMre  tai  detail  a  pilndple  whieh  I  hare  eiierted  on  thle  Soor  before  now,  end  of 
whiea  I  have  BO  flMwedMbt  than  that  jrov,  ilr,  oecnpy  that  ehair.  I  glTe  tt  In  to  derelopment, 
la  order  that  any  geattemaa,  from  eaj  part  of  the  Union,  maj  deny  the  tmth  of  thli  petition,  if 
be  thiake  proper,  and  maj  laaiatafai  hie  denial,  not  by  Indignation,  not  by  purieii  and  ftiry,  but 
by  eoand  andeober  reaipnlng  tkom  the  lawi  of  natlope  and  the  lawa  of  war.  Ifmypodtloncaa 
be  anewered  aad  rotated^  I  ihaU  reeeiTO  the  reftiUtlon  with  pleaeore.  I  ihaU  be  glad  to  Deten  to 
reaeon,  aside,  ae  I  eej,  from  Indignation  and  paeiion.  If  by  the  fiarce  of  reeeoning,  my  ondcr- 
ataadlBg  oaa  be  eenvliioed,  X  heve  pledge  myielf  to  reoaat  whet  I  bare  aiMrted. 

**  Let  my  poaitlon  be  aniweied ;  let  me  be  told,  let  my  oonetitaenti  be  told,  let  the  people  of  my 
State  be  told  (a  State  whoee  toll  tolcratea  not  the  foot  of  a  eUre),  that  they  are  boond  by  tbe 
Oeaetitnllon  to  along  aad  telkome  jnanh,  under  bunfaig  aommereaae  and  a  deadly  Mathern 
dime,  for  the  luppiemion  of  a  eerrUe  war.  That  they  are  boaad  to  leaTe  their  bodlee  to  rot  npon 
theeands  of  Carolina;  to  leare  their  wlree  wldowi,  and  their  children  orphaae ;  that  thoee  who 
eaaaot  auNb  ave  boqad  tepoar  oat  their  treaeaiei,  whUe  their  loae  aad  brolhen  are  pouring 
oat  ttieir  blood,  to  aappreei  a  lenrile  war,  eomblaed  with  a  cMl  or  forelga  war;  aad  yet  that 
ttiere  exkle  ao  power  (beyoad  the  BadUof  the  eUre  State  where  anidi  war  li  ragfiAg)  to  emanci- 
pate the  riaTCB.  let  ttdi  be  prored,  I  aay.  bam  opea  to  coBTiotioa ;  bat  tU  Umt  conricticn 
oomeerl  pat  tt  forth,  not  a*  a  dIctaU  of  feeling,  bat  aa  a  eetUed  maxim  of  the  Uwi  of  nattons,  that 
in  each  a  eaae  the  military  power  tapcrsedee  the  dTil  power.** 


ft  beoiaie  quite  obtioin  ttat  the  eolored  people  of  tlie  Mtton  mast 
iD(m  be  wited  with  the  irhltea  of  the  free  Btatev,  in-  defence  of  thode 
f^hts  wMch  €h)d  had  beelioirod  eqntOj  on  all  race^  of  men.  The 
acta  of  OoDgress  to  wfaidk  ire  hat«  just  ditected  flie  reader^  atten- 
Hoa,  coniliiiiled  ImportaiKt  stepa  tDwanb  tiie  ooasiinmati0&  of  thk 


Strong  efforts  were  made  to  indnoe  the  Preadent  to  authorise  the 
taiflhig  of  negro  troops.  It  was  mrged  that  in  the  Kevolntion  and  in 
Ifte  war  of  1912,  colored  men  had  made  the  best  soldiers  hi  the  service. 
It  was  Itarther  urged  that  to  admit  them  to  bear  arms  would  hispire 
Ifaem  with  ambition,  and  ISius  prepare  them  for  that  liberty  which  ft 
was  foreseen  they  would  at  no  ^tetant  day  enjoy.  It  w&s  urged  that 
the  service  of  negroes  wouM  sare  the  lives  of  white  meu,  partkmlarly  m 
tile  southern  portions  of  the  TMon,  where  the  negroes  alone  were  pre- 
pared to  meet  the  dangen  of  the  dtanate.  To  these  proposttfons  the 
entire  democratic  party  were  hostile.  OfBcers  serving  In  the  army  pro- 
dalmed  their  intentions  to  resign  if  negroes  were  admitted  to  beat 
anus.  Hie  President  refhsed  to  grant  authority  for  raishig  colored 
troops,  evidently  regardhig  that  policy  as  somewhat  hi  advance  of  the 
popular  mind. 

When  Oenerfd  Butler  captured  New  Orleans,  he  found  the  white 
population  almost  unanimously  in  fbvor  of  secession,  while  the  colored 
people  were  all  anxious  for  suppressing  the  rebellion.  He  also  found 
an  existing  law  of  the  State,  authoridng  the  enlistment  of  colored 
troops.  He  hnmediately  ordered  a  regiment  of  black  men  to  be  enlisted ; 
bat  whether  he  th^  had  authority  from  the  War  Department  to  empby 
them  in  the  Service  of  the  TTnited  States  was  not  understood  by  the 
paUic* 

It  was  also  said  that  authority  had  been  g^en  to  ral^  a  raiment  of 
aolored  men  at  Hilton  Head,  South  Carolina^  during  the  aammer  of 
1862,  but  ft  was  not  brought  into  service  until  late  in  the  autumn  of 
that  year. 

The  rebels  appearing  hi  Ibree  in  Kentucky,  apparently  inteadhig 
the  capture  of  Cindnnati,  a  brigade  of  colored  men  were  called  to 
act  as  laborers  in  dSgghig  rifle^ its,  erecting  batteries  and  fortifica- 
tions. They  readily  volunteered,  faithfolly  performed  the  service,  re- 
edved  the  publie  tha^s  of  the  conunandiag  general,  and  retired  to 
their  homes. 


•  One  regiment  of  colored  tooopg  wm  lotoOy  iniltf  et  Into  the  ierrioe  of  the  United  Btalee  mxfy 
•  li  She  moath  of  September. 


TrMspirii^  eTenits  conrtraiiied  th*  FrarideRt  to  aetioiu  Oa  the  22d 
8qptenb«r  lie  iflsoed  lu9  proGlaoMtioD,  iettu^  forth  that  **  aU  peraont 
Mi  asdArai  iaaaj  State,  or  la  thedcfivaated  part  of  aaj  Btate^  which 
4hoiil4  be  in  rebellioa  agauC^t  the  Uaited  States  ou  the  fiiat  day  of 
Jaanavy,  Mowing  the  4ate  of  MJd  prodamatioa,  shtndd  U  Ummfarik 
omd  JPQBBF8B  ntu,  ami  the  ExeaUive  GavtnmeiU,  indudiiig  ik$  miliUur^ 
amd  mmffi  «aM«n(Ht,  wU  fuqgmas$  md  uAntr^jH  the  fmigm  rf  such 
pprsomJ^ 

This  prodamatiiHi  was  read  with  the  most  thrilling  interest  tkroogb- 
oat  all  the  States.  The  advocates  of  libertj  r^oiced  in  the  convictioii 
that  oor  GoTerament  had  not  onlj  ceased  to  uphold  siaTerj,  bnt  had 
now  pledged  its  influence  and  powers  for  libertj  and  jastioe,  to  maia- 
tain  the  primal  trath^  for  which  it  was  institated. 

The  great  and  good  of  other  lands  now  reifponded  in  deq)  sympathy 
for  the  caose  in  which  our  GoTenmeott  and  the  people  of  the  free  States 
were  contending.  Philanthropists  in  England  and  France,  in  RosBia 
and  Aostria,  expressed  their  gratitude  to  Him  who  sways  the  destinies 
of  men  and  of  nations  for  having  guided  our  statesmen  to  the  support 
of  those  rights  which  He  has  bestowed  on  men  in  all  ages  and;aU 
nations  ;  and  Ohristianity  uttered  her  invocation  for  our  snceess. 

Even  before  the  proclamation  was  issued,  colored  men  were  enlisted 
into  the  military  service  in  South  Carolina  and  Lomsiana,  and  during 
the  automn  foor  regiments  of  Louisiana  native  guards  were  mastered 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States  at  New  Orleans.* 

The  news  of  the  President's  prodamation  reached  the  slaves  throughout 
the  States.  All  felt  they  were  to  be  free  on  the  Ist  January.  None  be- 
lieved they  were  to  be  excepted ;  whOe  thousands  in  Missoori,  Kentucky, 
Maryland  and  Delaware,  and  in  the  vicinity  of  New  Orleans,  reftised  to 
wait  for  the  new  year  to  announce  their  freedom;  but  availed  themselves 
of  their  powers  of  locomotion  to  seek  their  own  happiness.  In  those 
States  the  institution  became  demoralized,  and  it  was  obvious  that  the 
emancipation  of  those  in  the  rebel  States  would  constitute  substantially 
an  emandpation  throughout  all  the  States. 

On  the  first  day  of  January,  jld.  1868,  the  Presidoit  iasaed  his  sup- 
plemental proclamation,  declaring  Eastern  Yirgiola,  North  and  South 
Carolina,  Georgia,  Florida,  Alabama,  Arkansas,  Texas,  and  parts  of 


•  ThawrittrbsTliif  eoBteiid«d  fiir  Um  lunualij  «f  tiM  eolond  nee  «w  bm*  thM  tklilSf  7«Mi^ 
had  tiM  pleaenre  to  leera  that  hb  jooafeek  eon  mnelflred  faito  ierviee  theee  torn  reglBeBti  of  LooW- 
Mft  gnardi,  and  mbeeqaentlj  the  etill  Anther  pleame  to  lean  that  theee  and  other  reflinenti  of 
eolored  man  had  exhibited  mioeaal  ooon^ie  a^  faUaiiferx,  non  than  Tlndkatl^ 
■aid  In  teTor  of  the  AMeaa  raee. 
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Tennessee  and  Lonifflfina,  to  be  in  rebellion  against  the  XToited  States, 
and  the  dares  therein  to  be  thenetfarik  twd  fortver  free :  Thw  Ubertj 
became  thns  identified  with  the  ezistenoe  of  the  OoYemment ;  which 
thenceforth  ceased  to  maintain  darery :  JLnd  the  rights  of  all  men 
to  Uyc,  to  that  Hberty  wjiich  is  necessary  to  sopport  and  protect  life, 
acquire  knowledge,  enjoy  happiness,  and  prepare  for  hearen,  consti* 
tnted  the  prise  tot  which  the  existing  war  was  sabseqoently  maintained. 
The  history  of  tiiat  war,  with  its  inddents  and  results,  most  be  con- 
signed to  the  pen  of  some  yonnger,  mme  abler  historian. 
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988;  Ladlerooa  Incidaat,  980. 

Black,  Jain«a.  Pa.,  284 

Blaokmer,  £abo»d.  New  YoHc,  985, 987. 

Blair,  Francis  P ,  MiMouri,  468, 460, 475^  479. 

Blftlr,  &  &,  Pa.,  46S,  460,  476, 4)9. 

Blake,  Harrison  G.,  Oblo,  Preaaats  BeiolaUoa, 
448:  Votea.  468.  470,  470. 

BUuftnfft  ti^  Liberty,  Stioold  U  aztaDded  to  all 
persona,  14 

BUs^  Philemon,  Ohio,  'Oppoaea  Btll  proTidlag 
payment  fur  Blavea,  410. 

Btue-iodgM,  Esubllahed  la  Mlaaoori,  879L 

Bloodbonnds^  Beoolations  ooaceming:  140;  Bm- 
ployed  in  Florida  War,  1&&  166L 

Boardman.  William  W.,  Ct,  186. 

Boon,  Katiif^  Ind.,  Ua 

Booth,  Walter,  Ct,  801.  818, 899, 886. 

Borden,  Nathaniel  B.,  Maaa.,  186, 309 ;  Bifpu  Ad- 
dresa.  214 

BottaT^ohn  M.,  Ta.,  188, 187,  2ia 

Bowne,  Walter.  New  York,  186, 909. 

Bradjr,  Jaaper  &,  Pa.,  284,  991. 

Bradbary,  Jamea  W.,  Me.,  882, 

Brainard,  Lawrence,  Senate,  Yt,  970. 

Breokenrtdge,  John  C,  Ky.,  Asaalla  Mr.  CottiDg, 
869;  Democratic  Candidate  for  Preaidaat, 
446L 

Brewster,  David  P.,  New  York,  166,  909. 

Bridgea.  8.  A.,  Pa.,  287,  291, 890. 

Brigga,  George  N.,  Mass.,  186, 187. 

Brl^  George,  New  York,  818,  828,  880,  888. 

BrinkerhooC  Jacob,  Ohio,  Hit  Political  Coone 

Broadhead,  Richard,  Pa.,  869. 
Brockway,  John  H.,  Ot.,  986, 991, 29& 
Broderiek,  D.  \/.,  CaliftM-nia,  Oppoaea  a  Slave- 

boliling  AdmlnlatratloBi  407;  Falla  ia  a  Dad. 

407. 
Bronson,  David,  Me,  209;  Signa  Addreea,  214 
Brooka.  Jame^  New  York,  Announeea  Aetion 

or  Whin,  2au;  Vote^  85:t,  860, 871. 
Brooks,  Preeton  8.,  Sooth  Carolina,  Aaaaalti  Mr. 

Samner,  894 :  Resigns  his  Seat,  896. 
Brtnim^Johti^iU:  Takea  Uarper'a  Fen7,425; 

Two  Sooa  Killed  and  himaolTWouadad,  Sar- 


aPriaoBOT.dtf;  IM  and  Us  fellow- 
an  Bxaeetad,  496. 

Brown,  John,  Jr.,  Beftuaa  to  appear  before  Com- 
mittee of  Senate,  4S7. 

Brown,  George  If.,  Rhode  Island,  469,  480l 

Brown,  Aaron  T.,  Tenn., .  Addressea  General 
Jaekaon,  228. 

Brown,  Charica^  Pa,  187, 909.  967,  970,  SS4^  998, 
998. 

Brown,  Jeremiah,  Pa.,  984 

Brown,  William  J.,  Ind.,  985^  808 ;  Olvaa  Pledge^ 
808.818,82a 

Bacbanaa,  Andrew,  Pa,  118. 

Baehaaaa,  Jame^  Elected  Prealdent,  899 ;  First 
Mesaaga,  405;  Knconragea  Invasion  of  Central 
America,  414;  Dlschargea  Walker.  415;  Sua- 
Ulna  Slavery  In  the  Territories,  421 ;  Declarea 
Blavea  Propetty,  422;  Advises  Purment  ft>r 
Amiatad  Slavea,  422;  Alarmed  at  Brown** 
Bald,  424;  His  Official  Mendacity,  449;  Holda 
Correapottdence  with  Ri'bels,  498;  Cummnnl- 
eatca  Prnpoeition  of  Virginia,  468;  Betir<^ 
leaving  War  and  a  Diamamberad  Qoveramattl, 
46L 

Bael,  A.  W.,  MIcb.,  818, 828L  88a 

Bufflngtnn,  Joseph,  Pa.,  284 

Bnrke,  Edmand,  New  Hampsbirai  186. 909. 

Bornel,  Barker,  Maaa,  186,  WlL 

Bnrch,  John  C,  Cal.,  441. 

Bama,  Joaeph,  Ohio,  411. 

Bambara,  £.  A.,  Ct,  479. 

Bnrroogha,  Loraaao^  New  York,  S18|  898,  880, 

Batler,  Cheater,  Pa,  970,  987, 988^  818, 928, 830, 

Botlar,  Thoma%  Ct,  829,  ^i. 

Butler,  Beniamin  P.,  Proposed  to  pnt  down  Slave 
Insurrections  464;  Disourds  claims  of  Slavery, 
465;  Orders  Sallatment  of  Negroat,  484 

Cable,  Joseph,  Ohio,  801. 818,  884 

Cadwallader,  John,  Pa.,  896. 

Calboon,  Wm.  B..  Masa  Attenda  meeting  Ac, 
161.    YoteM86.  209.    Signa  addrifea.  214 

Calbonn,  John  a  Deniea  the  **aelf-evldent 
trutha*'  on  which  the  Government  was  foanded, 
07.  Declares  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  D-  C 
nDoooBtitationaU  lii9.  AUempta  to  sunprefa 
anti-&lavery  pnbllcationa,  lOR.  Regards  slavery 
JuMtt  104  AttempU  to  change  Interaallonal 
law,  118, 118,  114  Proposes  to  aoppreas  Mi- 
UtioD,  119, 12a  Heettatea  in  regard  to  alayo> 
trade,  199.  Hia  doctrihea,  919.  Oppoaed  to 
Mexican  war.  968.     Propoaea  to  withdraw 


army,  258.     Deolarea  preamble  ot  act  falaa, 

—     -.  Hale's  n  —     "^ 

-  astapeecb,] , 

OaiifbrniiL     Bill  organizing  (Vee  goveraraent 


265.    Denooneea  Mr.  ^ 
8ponda,294    His  last  a] 


rs  moUoo,  277.    De- 
:b,81&    Death,  814 


in,  298.  Walker*8  amendment,  294  Bill 
paasea  Honae.  296.  Senate  doea  not  ooncor, 
89a  Left  without  a  government  809.  Aaka 
admisalon,  8ia  Vote  in  Senate,  884  la 
Hoaae,887. 

Calvert  Charlea  B,  Mairland,  469, 479. 

Calvin,  Thomaa.  Pa,  819,  82S,  884 

Cambrelling,  C.  Q,  New  York,  11^ 

Campbell,  Lewis  D.,  Ohio,  818,  88<i,  384  Candi- 
date for  speaker,  8S8  Intriguea  with  Mar- 
ahall,  885.  Loaea  confidence  of  hia  friends, 
884  Will  not  look  at  natfonal  diflicoitieBt 
892.    Offers  reeolationa  of  inquiry,  894 

Campbell,  Jamea  H.,  Pa,  448,  46a  4ftL  Ofltsit 
reeolatlon  oonflseating  slavea,  472, 475,  479. 

Cameron,  Simon.  Appointed  Secretary  of  War, 
46a 

Carter,  David  K.,  8ia  82^  829,  880,  88<  ^M. 
Oppoaea  adoption  of  primal  trutha,  44f 

Cart>enter,  Levi  D„  New  York,  984. 

Carey,  Shepherd,  Me ,  28& 

Carilala»Joba&,Va^48a 


IBDBX. 
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CbfToL  Cbirlw  H.,  184 

Oaas,  Lewia.  Makes  no  objection  to  the  emUiT*- 
Bclit  of  freemen,  148.  Candidate  tat  Prefll- 
deDt,  SSB,  88&  Declares  It  atrocious  to  edTiae 
•laves  to  escape,  84(1,  8M.  Gonflratalates 
ooantiy  on  jpaMage  of  Kansas  bill,  872.  His 
oharaeter,  279.  Kxhibits  emotion  on  retiring 
879.  Discards  policy  of  adberin;;  to  prtflBal 
tratha,  89&     Besigna  offloe  of  Secietaiiy  «f 


Btste.4d& 
3lrer,  Jo 


Olrer,  Joeepb.  Ph..  813,  82fl,  880, 881 

GartfacartCbarles  W.,  Imliana,  271,  287. 

Ohsae,  Salmon  P.  Demands  a  bearing  in  bebalf 
ef  the  free  SUte^  858.  Signs  address  to  the 
people  of  the  United  SUtee,  8M.  The  only 
candidate  for  President  who  had  been  an  early 
•dvoeate  of  human  rights,  44Si  Appointed 
Secretary  of  the  lYeasury,  468. 

ChOda,  Timothy,  New  Turlc,  209. 

Chittenden,  Tbomss  O,  New  York,  180^  M8. 
Signs  addreM.  214. 

Chamberlln,  J.  P.,  408.  409. 

Chandler,  Zechariah,  Mich.,  480i 

CMooffo  Cnnvfntiofk  Adopt  amendsMot  enoii- 
eiating  elemenury  truths,  44fiL  440. 

eiapp,  Asa  W.,  Me..  907,  291,  m,  298. 

dark,  Daniel.  New  Turk.  4a. 

Clark,  Franklin.  Me..  207.  270,  284^  291,  S96L 

Clark,  John  C,  New  York.  809, 214 

Clark,  Staley  N.,  New  ToTk,  209. 

Clark,  Lincoln.  Iowa,  850.861. 

dark,  J.  H.,  Rhode  Island,  800. 

Clark,  £sra.Ct.  411. 

dark,  Horace  ¥^  New  York,  411,  4m,  409,  479L 

dark,  Samuel,  Mictitgan.  87u. 

Clav,  Henry.  Distlngalshed  as  an  adroeate  of 
Hoerty,  01.  By  bis  vote  esrablishes  slavery  in 
Arkansas,  00.  Resigns  office,  08.  Proposes 
eompromtse,  71,  72.  Assailed  by  Bandolph, 
8t  Candidate  for  Prebident,  127.  Presents 
memorial  in  favor  of  ^Iav»'ry,  127.  Approves 
pro-slavery  publlratlona,  18a  Avows  anfei* 
slavery  doctrines,  281.  Is  candidate  for  Preaip 
dent,  230.  Is  Inetmsistent,  847.  His  death, 
802.    Contributed  to  Uie  rebellion,  470. 

dayton,  Thomas,  Del    Votes  against  MesEloaa 

airgff.  Three  thonsand  and  flfV  remooatnte 
•gainflt  extension  of  slavery,  807.  Five  hun- 
dred from  Illinois  remonstrate,  870.  Thej 
MBolve  against  if,  810. 

develand,  Channcey  F.,  Ct  Acts  with  itpnb- 
llcans,  801,  SuO,  Sid 

difford,  Nathan.  Me.,  209. 

dtnton,  James.  New  York,  ISO,  209. 

dingman,  Thos.  L..  North  Carolina.  Threatena 
diasolntlon  of  the  Union,  208,  214. 

Cobden,  Klchsrd,  Riid  oth«r  European 
beeoroe  silent  on  American  liberty.  407. 

Cobb,  Howell,  Gvorgia.     Reports  In  Atvor  of 
'    r  for  slaves,  244.    Elected  speaker.  808L 
leorge  F.,  New  Jersey,  408,  im^  4721^ 
479. 

Cochrane,  John,  New  York,  411, 412.  441, 440. 

Cole,  OrBe^■u^  Wis.,  818,  880,  884. 

Colcrain.    Treaty  of,  21. 

CoUhx,  Sohnyler,  Indiana,  408,  409,  470^  47». 

Oollamer,  Jacob,  Vt,  480. 

Collins,  William,  N«w  York,  207,  270, 

**OoQieC*    A  slave  ship.     Indemnity 
for  slaves  on  board  ot,  206^ 

Compensation  for  slaves  lost  or  killed  Ib  the 
public  aervice,  40. 

Compromlaee  of  the  Conetltutlon.  12.  Of  H1b> 
aouri,  08.  Of  Ct>ngre8a,  84a  Singular  eom- 
paci  in  recrard  of,  <n  note,  84<\  Mr.  Footed 
rcaolutlons  to  sui>|iort,  801.  Pronoonoed  wise 
and  Jusk  8M,    They  fnll,  408. 

Conklln,  F.  A.,  Nt-w  Vork,  408,  470,  479. 

ConkJin,  Roscoe,  New  Yoit,  4&,  409, 470, 419. 


OMMMcMesit  IiagfaUtora  of  dsprsoale  Mpeal 
of  Missouri  Compromise. 

ConflBoatlon  and  emancipation,  act  ibr,  409, 470. 

Conger,  James  L.,  Midi.,  800. 

Congsr.  Harmon  8.,  New  York,.  270,  286^  287, 
818,  888,  829,  880. 

Coocress  convenes  under  Presidentls  prodam- 
aUon,  40&  Singular  hallucination  of  members, 
404  Pass  a  law  fur  dismisdng  olBosia  who 
eateh  slaves,  477. 

OmtUMUnk  Amendments  of,  12. 14  Prohib- 
its Congresa  from  interfering  with  life  or  lib 
erty,18,87. 

Cooper,  James,  Pa.,  188.  209. 

Court,  Supreme.  Precious  instmment  Ibr  sap 
porting  slavery,  402w  Cuse  of  Drai  Scott 
40241    Shocked  Public  consc'enoe,  40t 

Corwin,  Moses  B.,  Ohio,  818.  880,  884. 

Corwin,  Thomas.  His  political  character,  480. 
Annonnoes  himself  an  exponent  of  lepubUoan 
doctrines,  481. 

Cowen,  Bei\)amin  8.,  Ohiob  183,  214 

Cowen,  Sdgsr,  Pa*,  480. 

Oovode,  John,  Pa.,  403, 409, 475^  479. 

Cox.  Samnel,  Ohio,  411,  408, 409,  475. 479. 

Cnvens,  Jsmes  A.,  Indiana,  40^  409, 479l 

Crimea  of  Slavery,  80!^,  870. 

Crisfleld,  John  W.,  Maryland,  409,  470,  479L 

Crittenden,  John  J.,  Ky.  Seizes  Brooks,  to  pr^ 
Tent  assassination  of  Sumner,  814.  Politically 
oonservative,  410.  Would  change  Constitu- 
tion, 400,  409,  470, 47.0, 479.  Denies  power  eT 
Congress  to  emancipate  slaves,  4SL 

Caban  slaves.    Ought  not  to  be  liberated,  80. 

Onba.  Plan  for  obtaining,  252.  £A>rta  to  ob* 
tain,  874  422.    Bill  introduced.  422.. 

Oummlna,  John  D.,  0 .  279,  287,  m 

Cortias,  G.  W.,  New  York.  Proposes  to  insert 
elementary  principlea  in  Chicago  platform, 

Cashing,  Caleb,  Mass.  Dedarsa  resoInUons  of 
the  author  **an  approslmntlon  to  treason,^ 
182, 184    Tindlcatcs  aiave-trade.  208, 209. 

CattiuA  Fraads  R,  New  York.  Movea  referene* 
of  Smsaa-Nebraska  bill,  809.  KepUea  to  Mr. 
Breokenridge,  870,  871. 

Cottar,  W.  P.,  Ohio^  409. 

Dana,  Amasa,  Now  York,  284 

DarUng,  Mason  a.  Wis.,  285, 287. 

Daira^  Cornelius,  P&^  284 

Davis,  Garrett,  Ky.  Proposes  to  obtain  ftigltlvo 
slaTea  fr«m  Canada  by  Negotiation,  141. 
Unites  with  Mr.  Ingersol  In  report  on  Conati- 
tutlon,  221. 

Davis,  John,  Mass.,  120, 189, 28^ 

Davla,  Richard  D.,  New  York,  180, 200, 219, 2S4 

DaTH^  John  W.,lnd.,  286. 

Davi^  John  6.,  Ind.,  271, 411. 444 

Davis,  Jefferson,  Mis&,  ssserts  that  slavea  aro 
property,  200;  Quotaa  Constitution.  207 ;  Pro- 
aonnoes  resolutions  of  Mr.  Hale  oaloolated  to 
protect  kidnappers,  277 ;  Presents  resolotions, 
821 ;  •  Supports  slaveholdlng  Constitation  for 
KaiMas,  405;  Asserts  duty  of  bis  State  to  se- 
cede, 480;  HJa  resolutions,  487. 

DaYts,K.M.,Pa^408.479. 

Dawea,  H.  I^,  Mass.,  406,  409. 

Dawson,  John  B.,  Louisiana,  Assaults  Anther. 
210 ;  Tlireatens  to  shoot  him,  241. 

Dowimi,  John  "L,  P.,  871. 

Dean,  Kira,  Connectieut,  188. 210. 

Dean,  Oilbert,  New  York,  854  804:  Oljeets  to 
penatoning  widow  of  Batcbelder,  874 

DeUmosOolumbus,  Ohiu^  Exposes  crimes  of  Mez- 
loaa  war,  264 

Delano,  Charles,  Mass.,  404  470. 

Democrats  educated  to  believe  It  a  dn^  to  sup- 
port slavery,  227. 

Democntte  party  avows  no  nwontlsl  prtnoiplo. 


490 
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SM;  In  power.  809  ;1lemba«b«HflfT«  party  In- 
Tlneible,  870,  871 ;  Prepare  fur  another  step  to- 
wards diaaolution  of  the  Union,  878 ;  Menibem 
dasira  drll  war,  878:  Pall  Into  mlaoritj,  882; 
Hasten  to  adopt  tha  Dred  8oott  dedaion,  404; 
6aek  to  hld«  ftcts  from  tbeneopte, 406 :  Seek 
to  reTfye  former  policy,  490;  Benrd  daoep- 
tioa,  fraad,  and  orime  naoeaaary,  444;  Unable 
to  wltbatand  the  Ibroa  of  troth,  446:  One  por- 
tion anitae  with  Dooglaa,  another  follows 
Breeklnrldge,  440:  Expected  to  unite  with 
alarebolders  In  carrying  out  rebellion,  449; 
Devotea  Its  infloenoe  to  support  slaveir,  461 ; 
Diaappears  amid  the  ruins  of  that  Inatftatioii, 
466;  Jneplred  with  hope,  467;  Memben  b» 
oom  Aeaperate,  481. 

DemodKtic  Committee  of  New  York  appointed 
to  report  on  raid  of  John  Brown,  4SS;  They 
report  tbat  Hon.  John  P.  Hale,  Hon.  Oerrft 
Smith,  and  the  Author,  were  Inv^ved  In  it, 
4Ml 

DenT«r,  J.  W.,  Cal.,  896^ 

Deported  slaves,  under  treaty  of  17S8,  elalms  for, 
19,  49, 82, 108 ;  Claim  of  Hodges  under  treaty 
of  Oheot!  281..2S8;  Mr.  Hnnter'B  motion  rel»> 
tire  to  deported  slavea,  821;  Compensation 
ebdmed,  418;  vide  •* Treaty  of  0heBt" 

Dewart,W.  L.,Pa.,4n. 

Dickey,  John,  Pa,  884.  870,  SST ;  BeportB  against 
claim  of  Pacheco,  289;  Leada  In  Debata,  990, 
880. 

Dickinson,  Bodolphus.  Ohio,  90T,  870,  S87. 

Dickinson,  Daniel  8.,  New  York,  888. 

Dillingham,  Paul  Vt,  284. 

Dimmook,  Mtlo  M..  Pa ,  861. 

Dimmock,  W.  H.,  Pa.,  411. 

Dlrney,  David  P.,  Ohio,  861,  87t 

Diaaolution  of  the  Union  If  a  Northern  Prealdaiit 
were  elected,  884.  886. 

Dtven.  A.  B.,  New  York,  46S,  409, 4701, 479. 

Dix.  John  A.,  New  York,  Proaents  resolntloDa 
of  that  State,  291. 

Dixon,  Jamess  Ct.  870,  8SS,  987. 

Dixon,  Nathan,  Khode  Island,  818»  888, 889. 

Doan,  Wnilam^hlo,  185,  210. 

Dodge.  A.  C,  Wis,  860. 

Dodge,  Henry,  Iowa,  Introdaoea  Nebraska  WIl, 

Doig,  W.  iiu.  New  York,  186,  909. 

Dotv.  Jamea  D.,  Wis.,  818,  880,  881 

DoolitUe,  J.  R.,  Wia.,  votea  to  pay  for  deported 
alave^  418,460. 

Douglaa,  Btephen  A.;  Deniea  Che  ezlstenoe  of  a 
hicher  law,  844;  HU  character,  865;  Reports 
bill  to  repeal  Missouri  Compromise,  865;  As- 
aaila  those  who  signed  addresa  to  people,  866^ 
M9;  Denounoea  Minister^  868;  i^ssils  reao- 
luttona  of  Clergy  at  Chicago,  S70;  Sxeuaea 
aim  in  reeard  to  attack  on  Mr.  Bumnor,  890; 
Oppoeea  despotism  of  Conventloa  In  Kansa^ 
405 ;  Opposed  to  the  Preaident,  407 :  Approved 
Invaaion  of  Kansas.  406;  Charges  BepubllcaDs 
with  cherishing  offensive  doctrines,  485;  la 
susUined  bv  a  portion  of  hia  party,  446. 

Dred.  Bcott,  Case  of,  402, 408, 404;  Examined,  409. 

Duel,  R.  H.,  New  York,  468,  469,  470. 479. 

Dner,  William,  New  York,  870, 8S1 ;  Holds  eollo- 
qnial  debate,  805^  818, 82S. 

Dunn,  MoKee,  Ind..  448, 468,  469. 47fi,  479. 

Dunn,  George  H.,  Ind..  885,  867. 991. 

Dunham,  Cyrua  L.,  Ind.,  818^  898,  880,  884,  861, 
370. 

Dniilap,  Robert  P.,  Me.,  988. 

Dunlap,  G.  W.,  Ky.,  409,  410,  479. 

Doncaa,  James,  Mass.,  818, 828, 829, 860. 

Duncan,  Al«xan«ier,  Ohio,  Offers  a  bill  for  taking 
posaeasion  of  Oregon,  846;  Votes  for  annexing 

BastmaiH  lea,  New  Hampshira,  900. 


JSdaaJ,  Joseph,  New  Jersey,  870. 
Bdwaids,  Thonoaa  M.,  *' 


New  Hampshire,  465, 461^ 


XflkharL  G.  W.,  Fk,  9711,  988. 

Kddy,  Norman,  Pa.,  871. 

Mmondaon.  Brother  A  Bisters,  their  hiatory,  979. 

Bdgerton,  Alfred  P.,  Ohio,  861. 

Bdgc^n,  Bidnev,  Ohio,  46S,J75, 479. 
Ns 

,  rhbi 

47^47^. 

Edwvds,  Thomas  O,  Ohio,  971,  267. 

Edward^  NInian,  lUJ,  Announces  his  own  moral 
oowaraioe,  61. 

BUla,  Cheaelden,  New  York.  284. 

Elliott,  Samuel  D.,  Mass.,  88i .  899,  884. 

SUiott,  T.  D.,  Msss.,  468, 469 ;  Presents  resolution, 
478,479. 

Kly,  Alfred,  New  York,  466,  479. 

Emanetpatitm  and  Confiscation  Act  469;  An- 
other act  of  Emancipation,  476,  479 ;  An  era  in 
American  history,  460;  Proclamation  0^485; 
Quakecs  direct,  at  their  yearlv  meeting,  88,  98L 

JPmaneipaisd  Ftrmmt  in  North  Carolina  r 


tUned,  88;  Petition  of;  24;  Those  of  Haytl 

excluded  from  our  Slave  States.  81. 

Embree.  Slishs,  Ind.,  871,  iSA,  267. 

Emigrant  Aid  Society,  873.  ^ 

English.  W.IL,  Ind.,  Opposes  expulsion  of  Broofc^ 

m&t  896;   Rends  proceedings  of  a  religloaa 


meeting  In  Chjca^,  4S& 
£ngliah,Jai 


Engliah,  Jamea  E.,  Ct,  468, 469. 47^  479. 
Etheridge,  Emerson,  Tenn.,  Offers    rasolatlOB 

agalnat  slave-trade.  401. 
European  statesmen  speak  offensively  cf  our  gov. 

emment,  467;   Noble  Lords  criticise  G^eneral 

ButIer*S  order,  467, 46'i. 
Evana,  Nathan,  Ohio,  271,  287,  818, 898. 829, 880^ 

884, 
Everett,  Edward,  MaM.,  Replies  to  attacks  on 

olerg7,  868;  Holds  slaves  to  l»e  property.  9Al 
Everstt,  Horace,  Vt,  Moves  to  lay  author*s  rceo- 

lution  on  the  Ubie,  1S2;  Moves  to  print  0^000 

copies  of  proceedings,  19(>,  209. 
Ewing,  Thomas,  Ohiot  Fails  to  vote,  888. 
ExUea  of  Florida  flee  to  Mexico,  26& 

Farrlneton,  Jame^  New  Hampshire,  11& 

Falifleld.  John,  Me .  lia 

Farlee,  Isaac,  New  Jersey.  284. 

FafTuily,  John  W.,  Pa.,  870,  987. 

Famsworth,  John  F.,  Conflronts  slaveholders,  489. 

Farran,  Jamea  J.,  Ohlm  971,  28^  291. 

Fetteh,  Alpheus,  MIchlgsn,  888. 

Fenton,  Reuben  E.,  New  York,  468, 469, 470, 479. 

Ferris,  Charles  G.,  New  York,  186^  209. 

Fessenden,  WlUUm  P.,  Me.,  186, 209;  Replies  to 

Mr.  Douglas.  485,  480. 
Fessenden,  Samuel  C.  Me.,  468,  469,  475,  479. 
Fioklin,  OriMdo  B^  III,  980,  271,  264,  287,  298, 

99& 
Fillmore,  Mfllard,  New  York,  Reports  bill  to  pay 

money  to  slave-dealers,  206 ;  Votes  for  it  909 ; 

Belecto  Mr.  Webster  ss  Secretary  of  State,  826; 

Alarmed  at  the  threats  of  Texas.  826;  Obtalne 

oonvenUon  for  payment  of  slaves  lost  tnm  on 

board  Creole  and  other  ships,  880;  Contribnted 

to  rebellion,  470. 
Fisher,  George  P.,  Del.,  460,  479. 
Flaher,  David,  O.,  270, 267 ;  Reports  against  psy- 

ment  for  slaves,  888. 
Fitch,  Graham,  861, 41& 
Fltoh,  Graham  N^  Ind.,  818, 828. 890,  884. 
Florenoe,  Thomas,  Pa^  856, 360, 861, 871, 896, 400, 

Jflar&noa,  lUa*,  0.,28& 

Floyd,  John  G.,  New  York,  186.  209. 

Floyd,  Oharlea  A.,  New  York,  186, 200. 

Florida,  Purchase  of.  50 ;  Asylum  for  fhgltlvea, 

50;  First  Florida  War,  46-49 ;  SeciMid  Florida 

War,  99-101;  Causes  kept  frx>m  peopl^  109; 

Oansea  exposed,  150;  Bloodhounda  employed, 

185;  She  secedes,  457. 
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JWe,  Henry  8^  MiaeiasippL  Dasint  to  Iuubk  Mr. 
Hale,  877;  Aasaila  Col.  B«Dto^  815;  Aflfrtj 
with, 886;  SuftUin8  0oini>roailM,861;  DleUMS 
coarse  to  be  followed,  86SL 

Foote,  Solomon,  Yt,  884  Ml,  480. 

Forname,  Joseph,  Pa..  808. 

Foster,  A.  Lawrence,  809. 

Foster,  Henry  D..  Pa.,  881 

Foster,  L.  F.  S ,  Ct,  48a 

Fowler,  Orrin,  Mass.,  818,  889,  884. 

Foake,  Philip  B.,  Ill,  448,  488, 489. 479. 

Franchot,  Bicbard,  New  York,  468,  469,  419^ 
479. 

Frank,  Angnstns,  468,  469, 479. 

French,  KB.,  Me.,  448. 

Fremont,  John  C.,898 ;  lasnea  proeUoiation,  4»Ql 

Free  States  called  to  give  •eearlt/  Ibr  good  be- 
havior, 494 

Freemen  selling  fk-eemen  into  ■layerj  In  D.  CL, 
87& 

Free-Filers  nominate  J.  P.  Halo  fbr  President, 
a&d  0.  W.  Julian,  Yioe-Pr«8tdent»  887, 849, 879, 
388,885,897. 

Frledley,  John,  Pa.,  870,  286^  887,  818,  888-880, 
'884. 

FrlM,  Ooom  O.,  870,  887,  991. 

Fugitive  Sm9M  :  Delivered  under  confederation 
by  SUtoB,  18 ;  No  authority  in  Oonstitution  to 
legifllato  on  subject,  17;  Passage  of  Act  of  1798 
first  departure  from  Gonstitatlon,  17,  IS ;  In- 
dians sHpulate  to  redeem  F.  &,  19;  History  of 
those  on  the  Appalacbioola  River,  80;  Georgia 
peremptorilv  demands  return  of  100  daves  un- 
d«r  treaty  of  New  York,  80, 81 ;  Southern  mem- 
bers complain  that  slaves  find  food  and  cloth- 
ing at  the  North,  81, 88 ;  Many  leave  their  mas- 
tars,  83 ;  FugiUve  Act  used  to  enslava  freemen, 
44:  Its  barbarous  cbiiracter,  44;  Attempts  to 
make  a  more  strinRent  law,  44;  Opponents  of 
slave-trade  denounced,  45;  Bill  lost,  46. 

FugiUve  slave  bill  of  1850  Introduced  and  report- 
ed, 888;  la  Buatainod  by  Mr.  Webater,  888; 
Opposed  by  Messia.  Hale  and  Chase,  SBS,  884 ; 
Is  paiised  through  House,  884;  The  vote,  885 ; 
First  victim  under  it  a  freeman,  840 ;  Slavea 
murdered  in  Pennsylvania,  840 ;  President  iq>- 
proves  act,  841 ;  Shadraek  arrsste^  In  Boston. 
818;  Proclamation  of  Preatdont  and  nneral 


orders  of  Secretarr  of  War  and  Navy,  848 ;  llie 
act  declared  revoltinc,  Aa,847 ;  Simaarreated 
in  Boston,  876,  877 ;  Kiforta  ot  military  oiBoerB 


to  cq>torei,  467 ;  Sent  back  by  military  offloeti, 
471;  Thirty  thousand  Aialtlvea  leave  their 
homea,  846 ;  Infitmous  fraods^  847 ;  Petitiona  to 
repeal  law,  878. 

Fuller,  J.  D.,  Me^  (spelled  Porter  to  text),  850^ 
860. 

Fuller,  Hlran,  Pa,  861;  Osndldata  te  Speaker, 

Gag^etohtHonM  of  Mr.  Piockney,  106 ;  Of  Mr. 
Atherton,  188;  Libellous,  188;  Of  Mr.  Wise, 
184,165.  -»        »  --» 

Gag-rnlea  repealed,  886,  887. 

Oatee,  Both  M.,  New  York,  Charaoter,184;  Unltea 
with  Messrs.  Adams,  Slade,  and  Giddlnn.  184; 


Meets  with  friends  of  Mr.  Adama,  161  ;l¥r1te8 
address  on  annexation  of  Texas,  81& 

Oalphin.  A  term  synonymoua  with  fraud  and 
pocntation,  88& 

Gamble,  James,  Pa..  861. 

Georgia  eaublishes  Slavery,  9;  Domanda  troops 
to  watch  her  slaves,  1 1 ;  Slaves  leave  their  maa- 
ters,  88:  Attempts  to  rfcapture.  89;  Presents 
elaima  for  Hiffitl  ve  slaves,  98 ;  Party  to  a  dia- 
graceful  frauo,  94;  Demanda  captalaof  a  ship 
as  a  fugitive  from  Justice.  189 ;  Cnlls  for  Author 
iMisladon  in  behalf  of  slavery,  140;  Saoedea, 


Geny,  Sibrldgt,  Mk,  S1&  an,  8M,  884 

Gerry,  James  P..  187, 909. 

Ghent,  TrwUy  oi;  Prohibits  traffic  in  slavea,  109. 

Giddings,  Joshua  B.,  Ohio,  Assails  sUvo-trade  in 
D.  a,  180, 181;  Testa  gag-rules,  148, 149;  In- 
sulted, 150;  Denounced  by  President  Harrison, 
171;  Presents  resolutions  touching  coaat-wlso 
alava  trade,  160;  They  sre  pronounced  an  ap- 
proximation to  tresaon,  188 ;  Is  arraigned,  1>4 ; 
Censored,  187;  Cheered  by  Mr.  Cluy,  I»9:  Be* 
asserta  doetrlnea,  198;  Publishes  article  signed 
Paoiflcaa,  196 ;  Arguea  question  of  property  in 
men,  810;  Signs  addre8^  814:  Bemoved  from 
Conunittee  on  Claima,  816;  Cont«nda  for  Mr. 
Adams'  Beport,  888;  Avows  doctrines,  887, 
888;  Holds  colloquial  debate,  828;  Avows  doe- 
trlne^  885;  Denonnoea  annexation  of  Texan 
888;  Scene  deaeribed,  889 ;  Declarea  himaeir 
for  war,  849 ;  Yotea  alon^  871 ;  Offers  resolu- 
tions 81^:  Ylaita  prison,  874;  Yiodioatea  hto 
eonrso,  i78|  879;  Introduces  bill  to  abolish 
alavery  in  D.  C,  885, 887 ;  OlTers  resolution* 
declaring  life  and  Hbeny  "  ffiftn  o/Ood,'^  817; 
Presents  petitiona  and  moves  instraotionB,819^ 
880,884;  Maintains  Kansas  bill,  858;  Aiyuea 
case  cf  Amlstad  Slaves,  8  ;  Signs  addreea, 
866;  Admtniaten  oath  to  Bepiiblican  Sneaker, 
889;  Bepllea  to  Yallandigham'tt  attack,  425; 
Ten  thousand  dollars  bid  for  his  liesd,  4^5; 
Democratic  Committee  of  New  York  report 
that  bewaa  privy  to  Brown's  Raid,  4M ;  His 
■peech  quoted  by  Mr.  Cox,  481 ;  Urges  aupport 
of  essential  doctrines  at  Chicago  Convention, 
444 ;  Proposes  amendment  of  report,  445. 

Glllla,  Jamea  U  Pa> 

Glaacock,  Thomas,  Georgia,  Insults  author,  181. 

Qoode,  Patrick  G.,  Ohio,  1S8.  809. 

Goodonow,  B.  K.,  Me.,  810,818. 

Gorman,  Willia  A.,  Ind.,  Declares  Seceaalon  mon- 
strous in  principle  and  destruotive  in  praotioa, 
854,  861. 

Goocb,  D.  W.,  Mass.,  868,  875,  879. 

Goodwin,  John  N.,  New  York,  479. 

Goodrich.  Z.,  Mas^  860. 

Gordon,  Samuel,  Now  York,  186,  809. 

Gott,  Daniel,  New  York,  870,  2S5;  Offeit  rosolu- 
tton  againak  alnTe-tnde,  886,  887,  818,  880, 

Gould,  Herman  D.,  New  York,  888, 880, 884. 
Govemmenta,  British  and  American,  Unity  in 


supporting  a  traflle  in  slaves,  { 
Granger,  bTf.,  Michigan.  468,  469,  475. 
Granger,  Franda,  New  York,  Expremea  anrprlao 

at  oourse  of  Mr.  Adams,  109, 186^  8(ia 
Greeley,  Horace,  New  York,  885, 887. 
Grnen,  F.  W.,  Ohio,  861, 871. 
Green,  John  8.^  MisBonri,  Proposes  an  armedpo- 

Uee  along  the  line  between  Slave  and  Free 


8tatca.4l 
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BL,  Bbodo  Ishmd,  888. 
Groan,  Byram,  New  York,  884. 
Gregory,  D.  S.,  New  Jersey,  870,  9S5,  887. 
Gregg,  Jamea  M.,  Ind.,  411. 
Grinndl.  Joaeph,  Masa.,  858, 870,  88& 
Grlder,  Henxy,  Ky..  469, 470,  479. 
Grimea,  Janea  iL,  Iowa,  480. 
Groeabeek,  W.  S.,  Ohio,  411. 
Gurley,  John  A.,  Ohio,  468^  469,  475, 479. 
Gustina,  Auioa,  Pa.,  810. 

Halght,  Bdward,  New  York,  468, 468, 4T^  479. 

Hale,  John  P.,  New  Hampshire.  Hb  political 
oourse.  in  notfe,  886;  Yotea  against  resolution 
of  thanks  to  General  Taylor,  878 ;  Introduces 
bill  to  prevent  riots,  4kc,  876;  Is  saaailed  by 
Calhoun,  877 ;  PresenU  resolutions  of  Quakers, 
818 ;  Assailed  by  Butler,  819 ;  Opposes  fkigiUve 
act,  888;  Holds  np  mirror  to  slaveboMars,  858 ; 
Nominated  for  President,  857 ;  Signs  addresa, 
868 ;  Bovisws  FreaMonfft  Messsfs,  4U9 ;  Unites 
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SM ;  In  power.  MS ;  Uembo*  b«llflfT«  party  in- 
▼iDcible,  870,  871 ;  Pr«p«re  fur  anotb«r  step  to- 
wsrda  diaaolation  of  the  Union,  878 ;  Meniben 
desire  cItII  war,  878:  Fall  into  minority,  88S ; 
Hasten  to  adopt  the  Dred  8oott  deelsion,  404; 
Seek  to  hide  beta  from  tbeMople, 406 :  Seek 
to  reyfye  former  policy,  490;  Benrd  deoep- 
tion,  fraad,  and  erime  neoesaary,  444;  Unable 
to  withstand  the  foroe  of  troth,  44((:  Onepoi^ 
tlon  nnites  with  Dongias,  another  ibiiowa 
Breckinridge,  446;  Expected  to  anlto  with 
slaveholders  In  carrying  out  rebellion,  449; 
Devotes  Its  Inflaenoe  tu  sopport  slavery,  461 ; 
Disapneftrs  amid  the  ruins  of  that  instltatton, 
4«6;  inspired  with  hope,  467;  Memhen  b» 
com  Aeeperate,  481. 

DemoAtio  Committee  of  New  York  appointed 
to  report  on  raid  of  John  BrowiL4S5 ;  Tbey 
report  that  Hon.  John  P.  Hale,  Hon.  Oerrft 
Bmlth,  tod  the  Author,  were  involved  in  It, 
421 

Denver,  J.  W^  Cal.,  896l 

Deported  slaves,  nnder  treaty  of  17^  claims  for, 
19, 49,  82, 108 ;  Claim  of  Hodges  under  treaty 
of  Ghent,  881..282;  Mr.  Hunter's  motion  rel»> 
tlve  to  deported  slaves,  821;  Compensation 
claimed.  418;  vide  ** Treaty  of  Oheat" 

Dewsrt,W.  L.,  Pa..41L 

Dickey,  John,  Pa.,  284,  270. 287;  Beports  against 
claim  of  Paeheco,  289;  Leads  in  Debate,  290, 

DIcklASOB,  Bodolphos.  Ohio.  267,  270,  287. 

Dickinson,  Daniel  8.,  New  Tork,  888. 

Dillingham,  PaoU  Vt,  284. 

Dimmook,  Milu  M..  Pa ,  861. 

Dimmoek,  W.  H.,  Pa.,  411. 

Dirney,  David  F.,  Ohio,  861,  87t 

Diasofntlon  of  the  Union  If  a  Northern  Prealdent 

were  elected,  884.  886. 
Dtven.  A.  &,  New  York,  469,409, 47fi»  479. 
Dix.  John  A.,  New  York,  Presents  resolotlona 

of  that  State,  291. 
Dixon,  Jamess  Ct,  270,  2^  287. 
Dixon,  Nathan,  Rhode  Island,  818»  828, 829. 
Doan,  William,  Ohio.  185,  210. 
Dodca.  A.  a.  Wis ,  860. 
DodffB,  Heiuy,  lows,  Introdaoea  Nabradta  WU, 

Dolg,  W.  A.,  New  York,  186, 209. 

Doty,  James  D.,  Wis.,  818,  880,  881 

DooiitUe,  J.  B.,  WiSw,  votes  to  pay  ftnr  deported 
slave^  416,  460. 

Douglas,  Btephen  A.;  Deniea  the  azistenee  of  a 
hicher  law,  844;  His  character,  865;  Beporte 
bill  to  repeal  Mlasonri  Compromise,  865 ;  As- 
sails those  who  signed  address  to  people,  866^ 
999  \  Denounces  Minister^  868;  Assails  reao- 
Itttlona  of  Clergy  at  OhUssgo,  S70;  Bzcnaea 
him  in  regard  to  attack  on  Mr.  Bnmaer,  895; 
OMKisea  despotism  of  Convention  fn  Kansas. 
405 ;  Opposed  to  the  President,  407 :  Approved 
invasion  of  Kansas,  4(i8;  Charges  BepuMicans 
with  cherishing  oifeosive  doctrines,  485;  Is 
susteined  by  a  portion  of  his  party,  446. 

Dred,  Scott,  Case  of,  402, 406, 404;  £!ziimined,409. 

Duel,  B.  H.,  New  York,  468,  469, 47S,  479. 

Dner,  William,  Now  Yurk,  270, 281 ;  Holds  oollo- 
qnial  debate,  805, 818,  82Sw 

Dunn,  MeKee,  Ind..  448, 468,  469, 476^  479. 

Donn,  Qeorge  H.,  Ind.,  285,  287, 29L 

Dunham,  Cyras  L„  Ind.,  818»  828,  880,  884,  861, 
370. 

Donlap,  Bobert  P.,  Mc  288. 

Donlap,  e.  W.,  Ky.,  469,  470,  479. 

Danean,  James,  Mass.,  818, 828, 829, 86a 

Doncao,  Alexander,  Ohio,  OlTeia  a  bill  for  taking 
poesesslun  of  Oregon,  246;  Votes  for  annexing 
Texas,  280k 

BaataaiH  In,  New  Hampshire,  209. 


XflkharL  O.  W.,  Fs.,  271k,  t88. 

Bddy,  Ncrman,  Pa^  871. 

Mmondaon.  Brother  A  Sisters,  their  Uatory,  279. 

Bdgertoo,  Alfred  P.,  Ohio,  861. 

Edgerton,  Sidney,  Ohio,  46S,  475, 479. 

Edsal,  Joseph,  New  Jersey,  270. 

Edwards,  llionuu  M.,  New  Hampshire,  46S,  469^ 

Edwards,  Thomss  O.,  Ohio,  271,  287. 

Edwards,  Nlnian,  lU.,  Announces  his  own  moral 
oowsrdioe,  61. 

Ellia,  Cheselden,  New  York,  284. 

Blllolt.  Samuel  D.,  Mass.,  824.  829,  884. 

BDlott,  T.  D.,  Msss.,  468, 469 ;  Presents  resolution, 
472, 479. 

Ely,  Alfred,  New  York,  468,  479. 

JSmanetpatUm  and  Confiscation  Act,  469;  An- 
other act  of  Emancipation,  478,  479 ;  An  era  in 
American  history,  480;  Proclamation  oi;485; 
Quakera  direct,  at  their  yearly  meeting,  22, 28L 
knancfpotef  Pertons  in  North  Carolina  re-«n- 
ste0e<  28;  Petition  of,  24;  Those  of  HayU 
exdnded  from  our  Slave  States.  81. 

Embre^  Elisha.  Ind.,  271,  :^,  287. 

Emigrant  Aid  Society,  878.  ^ 

EnffUah/W.H.,  Ind.,  Opposes  expulsion  of  Broolo^ 
Wit  896:  Bends  proceedings  of  a  rellgioqa 
meedag  In  Chicago,  482l 

Engliah,  James  EiTct.,  468,  469, 475.479. 

Etheridge,  Emerson,  Tenn.,  OlTers  rasolntlon 
against  slave-trade.  401. 

European  statesmen  speak  offensively  cf  our  gov- 
ernment, 467;  Noble  Lords  criticise  General 
Batler*k  order,  467, 46S. 

Bvaoa,  Nathan,  Ohio,  271,  287,  813,  828.  829,  880^ 
884, 

Everett;  Edward,  Mara.,  Beplles  to  attacks  on 
clergy,  868;  Holds  slsTe»  to  he  property.  9AL 

Eventi,  Horace,  Yl,  Moves  to  lay  authw's  reso- 
lution on  the  toble,  1S2:  Moves  to  print  6^000 
copies  of  proceedings,  194\  209. 

Ewing,  Thomss,  Ohio,  Fails  to  vote,  888. 

Exiles  of  Florida  flee  to  Mexico,  25«L 

Farrincton,  Jame^  New  Hampshire^  lia 

Fairfield,  John,  Me.,  lia 

Farle«,  Isaac  New  Jersey.  284. 

Farr«»lly,  John  W.,  Pa.,  270,  287. 

Famsworth,  John  F.,  Confronts  slaveholders,  488. 

Farran,  James  J.,  Ohl<^  971,  285^  29L 

Fetteh,  Alphens,  Michbran.  888. 

Faoton,  Bauben  B..  New  York,  468, 469, 475,  479. 

Ferris,  Charles  O^  New  York.  ISA.  209. 

Fessanden,  WUliam  P.,  Mc,  186,  209 ;  BepUee  to 

Mr.  Douglas,  485,  480. 
Fessenden,  Samuel  C  Me.,  468,  469,  476,  479. 
Ficklin,  Orisndo  B^  lU,  S86,  271,  28^  287,  298, 

29& 


Flllmora,  Millard,  New  York,  Beports  bill  to  pay 
money  to  slave-dealers,  206 ;  Votes  for  it,  909 ; 
Selects  Mr.  Webster  ss  Secntary  of  State,  826; 


Alanned  at  the  threats  of  Texas.  826;  Obtalna 

convention  for  payment  of  slaves  lost  from  on 

board  Creole  and  other  ships,  880;  Oontribatsd 

to  rebellion,  470l 
Fisher,  Qeorge  P.,  Del,  469, 479. 
Flaher,  David,  O.,  270, 287 ;  Beports  against  psy- 

mant  for  slaves,  289. 
Fitch,  Graham,  861, 41& 
Fileh,  eraham  N.,  Ind.,  818, 828, 880.  884. 
Florence  Thomas,  Pa^  855, 86U,  861, 871, 896, 400, 

441, 44& 
FtoTMoe,  XUaSy  O.,  28Sl 
Floyd,  John  G.,  New  York,  186.  209. 
Floyd,  Charles  A.,  New  York,  186,  209. 
Florida,  Purchase  of.  50;  Asylum  for  Itacitivea, 

50;^rst  Florida  War,  46-49;  Second  Florida 

War,  99-101;  Causes  kept  from  people  102; 

Oanses  exposed,  150;  Bloodhounds  employed, 

185;  She  secedes,  457. 
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FolflT,  Jmii«b  Bl,  Tnd^  411. 

/bote,  Benry  S^  MiasisstppL  DasiTM  to  Iwng  Mr. 

Halo,  877;  Aaudla  Col.  B«Dtom  816;  Attnj 

with, 886;  So8UinaOomproailM,851;  DioUtat 

eourae  to  be  followed,  851 
Foote,  Solomon,  Yt,  884  i41,  480. 
Fornune,  Joaepb,  Pa.,  809. 
Foster,  A.  Lawrence,  800. 
Foeter,  Henry  D..  Pa.,  881 
Foeter,L.F.S,CL,48a 
Fowler,  Orrin,  Maaa.,  818,  889,  884. 
Foake,  Philip  a,  liL,  448,  488, 489, 479. 
Franchot,  Blcbard,   New  York,  468,  460,  479^ 

479L 
Frank,  Aarastas,  468,  469, 479. 
French,  E.B.,M&,  448. 

FremoBt,  John  C,  898 ;  latnca  procUouitioD,  47Ql 
Free  States  called  to  give  •eearit/  ht  good  be- 

haTior,4fi4 
Freemen  MlUng  fk-eemen  into  alavenr  in  D.  CX, 

878. 
Free*Soilors  nominate  J.  P.  Hale  fbr  President, 

and  0.  W.  Julian,  Yioe-Preridont,  887, 849, 879, 

388,885,897. 
Friedley,  John,  Pa^  870,  880^  88T,  816,  888-880, 

Fries,' Oeowe  O.,  870,  887,  991. 

TuffUive  Slaws  :  Delivered  under  confederation 
bj  States,  18 ;  No  authority  In  Oonatitutlon  to 
leglflUte  on  aul^ect,  17:  Passage  of  Aet  of  1798 
first  departure  fhim  Goostitatlon,  17,  IS;  In- 
diana atipulate  to  rvdeem  F.  8n  19;  History  of 
thoee  on  the  Appalacblcola  River,  80;  Georgia 

^^mptoriIv  demands  return  of  100  daves  nn- 
treaty  of  New  York,  80l  81 ;  Southern  mem- 
bers complain  that  slaves  find  food  and  cloth- 
ing at  the  North.  81, 88;  Many  leave  their  mas- 
ters, 83 ;  Fugitive  Act  used  to  enslave  ft-eemen, 
44:  Its  barbarous  chiiracter,  44;  AttempU  to 
make  a  more  stringent  law,  44:  Opponents  of 
slaTe-tnule  denounced,  46;  Biil  lost,  46. 
Fugitive  alave  bill  of  1860  introduced  and  report- 
ed, 888;  Is  sustained  by  Mr.  Webster.  888; 
Opposed  by  Messn.  Hale  and  Ohase,  888, 884; 
Is  paiised  through  House,  884;  The  rote,  886; 
First  yictlm  under  it  a  freemaa,  840 ;  SUTca 
murdered  in  Pennsylvania,  840 ;  President  ap- 
proves act,  841 ;  Shadrack  arrsste^  In  Boston, 
848;  ProdamatloB  of  President  and  cenend 
orders  of  Secretarr  of  War  and  Navy,  848 ;  The 
aet  dechuvd  revolting,  Ae.,847 ;  Sims  arretted 
In  BoitoB,  876, 877 ;  Kflbrts  of  military  oflloeft 
to  cq>tnre,  467 ;  Sent  back  by  military  officers, 
471;  Thirty  thousand  ftaslttVM  leave  their 
homes,  846 ;  Infiunous  flnaodi|847 ;  Petitions  to 
repeal  hiw,  878. 

FuHer,  HIrara,  Pn,  861;  Osadidate  te  Speaker, 

aoff-rttohOtofU  of  Mr.  Plockney,  106;  Of  Mr. 
Atherton,  18i;  Libellous*  188;  Of  Mr.  Wise, 
184,166.  --»        »  --» 

Gag-rules  repealed,  886,  887. 

Gates,  Seth  M ,  New  York,  Charaeter,184;  Unttes 
with  Messrs.  Adama,  Slade,  and  Glddlngs.  184 ; 
Meets  with  friends  of  Mr.  Adama.  161 ;  Writes 
sddrees  on  annexation  of  Tezaa,  81& 

Oalphiiu  A  term  synooymoua  with  fraud  and 
peculation,  88& 

Gamble,  Jamea.  Pa..  861. 

Georgia  eaubllslies  Slavery,  9;  Demands  troopa 
to  watch  her  slaves,  1 1 ;  Slavea  leave  their  mas- 
ters, 88:  AUempts  to  recapture.  89;  Presents 
ehdms  hr  fbKltive  slaves,  98;  Party  to  a  dls- 
graoeM  Arano,  94;  Demands  cMtalaof  a  ship 
as  a  ftigltlve  from  justice.  189 ;  Galls  for  fhrther 
legislation  tn  behalf  of  sUvery,  140;  Seeedea, 


Geny,  Elbridga.  Mk,  m  an,  8M,  884 

Gerry,  JamerP..18T,8B.  . 

Ghent,  Treaty  o(  Prohibits  traffic  in  slaves,  109. 

Glddlngs,  Joshua  tL,  Ohio,  Asoails  slave-trade  in 
D.  a,  180, 181;  TesU  gag-rules,  148, 149;  In- 
sulted. 160;  Denounced  by  PreMdent  Harrison, 
171 ;  Presents  resolutions  tuuching  cosst-wfse 
slave  trade,  ISO;  They  are  pronounced  an  ap- 
. .^    ,  M4; 


proximatioa  to  treason,  188 ;  Is  arraigned,  1>^ 
Censored,  187;  Cheered  by  Mr.  Cliiy,  189:  Be* 
aaserta  doetrlnea,  198 ;  Publisbes  article  sigaed 
Paoiflcaa,  196 ;  Argues  question  of  property  in 
men^  810;  Signs  address,  814;  Bemoved  (h>m 
Conunlttee  on  Chdma,  816;  Contonda  for  Mr. 
Adams'  Beport,  888;  Avows  doctrines,  887, 
888;  Holds  colloquial  debate,  828;  Avowaduc- 
trlneiL886;  Denonneea  anni'xation  of  Tezaa 
888;  Scene  described,  889 ;  Declares  hims^ 
for  war,  849 :  Totea  alone,  871 ;  Offers  resolu- 
tions S7S:  Visits  prison,  874;  YlDdioatea  hto 
course,  878|  879;  Introduces  bill  to  abolish 
slavery  in  D.  C,  886, 887 ;  Offers  resolotiona 
dechuing  life  and  liberty  "  ffifl»  qfGod,"^  817; 
Presents  petitions  and  moves  lnstriietlonB,8l9^ 
880,884;  Maintains  Ksnsas  bill,  859;  Argues 
case  of  Amiatad  Slaves,  8  ;  Signs  adUreea, 
866;  Admlnlsten  oath  to  Bepublican  Speaker, 
889;  Bepllea  to  yallandigham'tt  attack,  486; 
Ten  thousand  dolUxs  bid  for  his  head,  486; 
Democratic  Committee  of  New  York  report 
that  he  was  privy  to  Brown's  Bald.  486;  His 
•peech  quoted  by  Mr.  Cox,  481 ;  Urges  aupport 
of  essential  doctrines  at  Chicago  Conveuiioo, 
444;  Proposes  amendment  of  report,  446. 

GIlliB,  Jamea  L.,  Pa. 

Glascock,  Thomas,  Georgia,  Insnlu  author,  181. 

Qoode,  Patrick  G.,  Ohio,  188,  809. 

GoodABOW.  B.  K.,  Me.,  810,813. 

Gorman,  Willis  A.,  Ind.,  Declares  Seeessien  mon- 
strous In  principle  and  destructive  in  praetioe, 
864, 861.  .  r-       — 

Gooeh,  D.  W.,  Masn,  868,  876,  879. 

Goodwin,  John  N.,  New  York,  479. 

Goodrich.  ZL,  Massi,  860. 

GordonTSamuet,  New  York,  186,  809. 

Gott,  Daniel,  New  York,  870,  2Sd;  Offer*  resolu- 
tfoa  against  alave-trnde,  886,  887.  818,  880, 

Gould,  Herman  D.,  New  York,  888, 889, 884. 
Govemmenta,  Britlah  and  American,  Unity  in 

supporting  a  traffic  in  slaves,  8»l. 
Granger,  BTF.,  Michigan,  468,  469,  476. 
Granger,  Francia,  New  York,  Exprenses  surprise 

at  oonrse  of  Mr.  Adama,  109, 186,  8(ia 
Greeley,  Horace,  New  York,  886,  887. 
Green,  F.  W.,  Ohio,  861, 87L 
Green,  John  S..  Missonri,  Propoees  an  armed  po- 

Uee  along  tne  lino  between  Slave  and  Free 

States.  46A 
Gnen,'!.  SL,  Bhode  latond,  88&  . 
Green,  Byram,  New  York,  884. 
Gregory,  D.  S.,  New  Jersey,  870,  986,  887. 
Gn^  James  M.,  Ind.,  411. 
Grinnell.  Joseph,  Masa,,  808, 870,  88& 
Grlder,  Henry,  Ky.,  469, 470,  479. 
Grimes,  Jamea  M,  Iowa,  4da 
Groeabeek,  W.  S.,  Obto,  411. 
Guriey,  John  A- Ohio^  468|  469,  47^  479. 
Gustine,  Amos,  Pa.,  810. 

Htfght,  Bdward,  New  York,  468,  469, 47^  479. 

Hale,  John  P.,  New  Hampshire.  His  political 
course,  im  note,  886 ;  Yotes  against  resolution 
of  thanks  to  General  Taylor,  878;  Introduces 
Mil  to  prevent  riots,  4kc.,  876;  Is  asaailed  by 
Calhoun,  877 ;  Presents  resolutions  of  Qnakera, 
818 ;  Assailed  by  Butler,  819 ;  Opposes  Aigitive 
act,  888;  Holds  up  mirror  to  slaveboMars,  868 ; 
Nominated  for  President,  867 ;  Signs  addresa, 
869;  Bevtsws Prisidint's Mssssga, 4U0 ;  Unliss 
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90$;  In  power.  MS;  MembovbeRflfr*  party  In- 
linetble,  870,  871 ;  Pr«p«re  for  another  step  to- 
wards dlfloolutlon  of  the  Union,  878 ;  Meniben 
deeire  civil  war,  878;  Pall  into  minoritj,  88S ; 
Hasten  to  adopt  the  Dred  Scott  dedsion,  404; 
Seek  to  hide  fiusU  from  theMople, 406 :  Seek 
to  reriye  former  poHoy,  490;  Benrd  aeoep- 
tion,  frand,  and  crime  neoeaaery,  444;  Unable 


to  withstand  the  foroe  of  truth,  U6:  One  por- 
tion nnitea  with  Dongias,  another  foliowa 
Breckinridge,  446:  Expected  to  unite  with 
slayeholdera  In  carrying  out  rebellloDi  449; 
Derotea  Its  Inflaenoe  to  sapport  alaverv,  4Sl ; 
Disappears  amid  the  ruins  of  that  instltatton, 
4«6;  Jnsplred  with  hope,  467;  Memheis  b» 
eom  Aesperate,  4B1. 

DemoAtio  Committee  of  New  York  appointed 
to  report  on  raid  of  John  Brown,  4S5 ;  They 
report  that  Hon.  John  P.  Hale,  Hon.  Gerrft 
Bmlth,  and  the  Aathor,  were  InToWed  in  it, 
49& 

DwiTer,  J.  Wn  Cal.,  896^ 

Deported  slaves,  nnder  treaty  of  1788,  dalms  Ibr, 
19, 49,  82, 108 ;  Claim  of  Hodges  under  treaty 
of  Qhent,  881.. 282;  Mr.  Hunter's  motion  rel»> 
tlve  to  deported  slarea,  821;  Compensation 
ohrimed.  418;  vide  **  Treaty  of  Oheat" 

Dewart,W.  L.,  Pa..411. 

Dickey,  John,  Pa.,  284.  270, 28T;  Beports  against 
claim  of  Paeheoo,  889;  Leada  in  Debate,  890, 

DIckliiaoii,  Bodolphos.  Ohfc>,  867,  8T0,  887. 

Dickinson,  Daniel  8.,  New  York,  888w 

Dillingham,  PaaU  Vt,  884. 

Dimmook,  Mflu  M..  Pa ,  86L 

Dimraock,  W.  H.,  Pa.,  411. 

DIrne/,  David  F.,  Ohio,  861, 87t 

Dbsolution  of  the  Union  if  a  Northern  PrealdeBt 

were  elected,  884.  886. 
DIven.  A.  &,  New  York,  469,409, 4701, 479. 
Diz.  John  A.,  New  York,  Presents  resolntlotts 

of  that  State,  291. 
Dixon,  Janiess  Ct,  870,  V^  887. 
Dixon,  Nathan,  Bhode  Island,  SIS,  886,  889. 
Doan,  William,  Ohio.  185,  8ia 
Dod«s.  A.  C,  Wis ,  860. 
Dodge,  Heury,  Iowa,  Introdaoea  Nebn«ka  bill, 

Doig,  W.  A.,  New  York,  186,  809. 

Doty,  Jamea  D.,  Wis.,  818,  880,  881 

Doolitlle,  J.  B.,  WiSw,  Totes  to  pay  ftnr  deported 
sUve^  418,  480. 

Douglas,  Stephen  A.;  Denies  the  ezlstenoe  of  a 
higher  law,  844;  His  character,  865;  Beports 
bill  to  repeal  Missouri  Compromis^  865;  As- 
aalla  those  who  signed  address  to  people,  866^ 
999  \  Denounces  Minlster^  868;  Assails  rsao- 
latlooa  of  Clergy  at  Chicago,  S70;  Szcnaea 
him  in  resard  to  attack  on  Mr.  Bamner,  895 ; 
Opposes  despotism  of  Conyentlon  in  Kansaa. 
405 ;  Opposed  to  the  Prsaident,  407 :  ApproTod 
invaaloo  of  Kansaa,  4(16;  Chargss  BepubllcaDS 
with  cherishing  offensive  doctrines,  485;  Is 
susUined  by  a  portion  of  his  party,  446. 

Dred,  Scott,  Case  of,  402, 408, 404 ;  ^mlned, 409. 

Duel,  B.  H.,  New  York,  466,  469,  475. 479. 

Dner,  William, Now  York,  870,  831 ;  Holds  eoUo- 
quial  debate,  805, 818, 82S. 

Dunn,  MoKee,  Ind.,  448, 468,  468,  470^  479. 

Dunn,  George  H.,  Ind..  885,  887, 89L 

Dunham,  Cyras  L.,  Ind.,  818^  888,  880,  884,  86L 
370. 

Donlap,  Bobert  P.,  Me.,  888. 

Donlap,  6.  W.,  Ky.,  469,  470,  479. 

Doncaa,  Jamea,  Mass.,  818, 888, 889, 860. 

Doncao,  Alexander,  Ohio,  Offeis  a  bill  for  taking 
possession  of  Oregon,  846;  Votes  fdr  annexing 

BastaaiH  Ina,  New  HampsUie,  909. 


XflkharL  G.  W.,  F^  870.  888. 

Bddy,  Norman,  Pa.,  871. 

MSmotuUon.  Brother  A  Sisters,  their  history,  879. 

Bdgerton,  Alfred  P.,  Ohio.  861. 

Edgtfton,  Sidney,  Ohio,  46S,  475, 479. 

Edsal,  Joseph,  New  Jersey,  270. 

Bdwaida,  "Riomas  M.,  New  Hampshire,  46S,  469, 

Edwards,  Thomas  O,  Ohio,  871, 287. 

Sdwaid^  NInian,  IIL,  Announces  bis  own  moral 

oowaraioe,  61. 
SUls,  Cheselden,  New  York,  884. 
Sniolt.  Samuel  D.,  Mass.,  SsV.  889,  884w 
BDiott,  T.  D.,  Msss.,  468, 469 ;  PresenU  resol  ntlon, 

478,479. 
Ely,  AIM,  New  York,  468, 479. 
Mmanetpatian  and  Confiscation  Act,  469;  An- 
other act  of  Emancipation,  476,  479 ;  An  era  In 

American  history,  480;  Proclamation  oi;466; 

Quakers  direct,  at  their  yearly  meeting,  88,  S8L 
JSmOMcipatsd  J¥r«oni  In  North  Carolina  re-en- 

dopei,  88;  Petition  of,  24;  Those  of  HayU 

excluded  from  our  Slave  States.  81. 
Embre^  Ellsha,  Ind.,  871,  285,  287. 
•"    ■       It  Aid  Society,  878. 

W.IL,  Ind.,  Opposes  expulsion  of  Broofc^ 

t»*u^  «i96:   Rends  proceedings  of  a  religloqji 

meetfBg  tn  Chicago,  488. 
Bngliah,  James  E.,  Ct,  468, 469,  47^  479. 
Etheridge,  Emerson,  Tenn.,  Offiers    resolotloB 

against  sisve-trade,  401. 
Earopean  statesmen  speak  offenslyely  of  our  goy- 

emment,  467;  Noble  Lords  criticise  General 

Butler^  ofder,  467, 46'i. 
Evaoa,  Nathan,  Ohio,  271,  887,  818,  888.  889, 880^ 

881 
Byerett;  Edward,  MaM.,  Beplies  to  attacks  on 

oleigy,  868;  Holds  slaves  to  he  property.  9ft. 
Syerstt,  Horace,  Vl,  Moves  to  Isy  suthor's  rceo- 

lution  on  the  Ubie,  182:  Moves  to  print  0^000 

copies  of  proceedings,  19^),  809. 
Ewing,  Thomas,  Ohiot  Fails  to  vote,  888. 
Exiles  of  Florida  flee  to  Mexico,  256L 

Farrincton,  Jame^  New  Hampshire,  11& 

Falrfleld,  John,  Me.,  lia 

Farleo,  Isaac,  New  Jersey.  884. 

FafTttily,  John  W.,  Pa.,  870.  887. 

Famswortti,  John  F^  Confronts  slaveholders,  488. 

Farran,  Jamea  J.,  Ohio,  871.  285,  89L 

Fetteh,  Alphens,  Michigan,  888. 

Feoton,  Bauben  E.  Jf  ew  York,  468, 469, 475, 479. 

Ferris,  Charles  O.,  New  York,  ISft.  209. 

Feaaanden,  William  P^  Me.,  186, 209 ;  BepUes  to 

Mr.  Douglas.  485,  480. 
Fessenden,  Samuel  O.  Me.,  468,  469. 476,  479. 
Flcklin,  Oriando  B^  la,  885,  871,  284,  887,  898, 

89& 
Fillmore,  Mfllard,New  York,  Beports  bill  to  pay 

money  to  sUive-dcalers,  806 ;  Votes  for  it,  909 ; 

Selects  Mr.  Webster  ss  Secretary  of  State,  886; 

Alarmed  at  the  threats  of  Texas,  826;  Obtalna 

convention  forpajrment  of  slaves  lost  fTom  on 

board  Creole  and  other  ships,  880 ;  Contributed 

to  rebellion,  470. 
Fisher,  George  P.,  Del..  460, 479. 
Fisher,  David,  O^  870, 887 ;  Beporto  against  psy- 

ment  for  sUves,  889. 
Fitch,  Graham,  861. 41& 
Fiteh,  Graham  N^  Ind-  818, 888,  880.  884. 
Floreno^  Thomas,  Pa^MS,  860, 861, 871, 886, 400, 

441, 44& 
irZoTMoe,  EHcM,  Of  SSSi 
Floyd,  John  G.,  New  Yoric,  186.  809. 
Floyd,  Charlea  A.,  New  York,  186.  209. 
Florida,  Purchase  of.  50;  Asylum  for  Itacitlves, 

50;^r8t  Florida  War,  46-49;  Seo«>nd  Florida 

War,  99-101;  Causes  kept  trom  people^  108; 

Oanses  exposed,  150;  BlcK>dhounds  employed, 

185;  She  secedes,  457. 
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FoI«3r,  J*mm  A,  Ind^  411. 

JTooie,  Henry  8^  MlafitssippL  DmItm  to  hang  Mr. 
Hala,877;  Aaudls  Col.  Bonton,  816;  AAr»7 
with,  886;  8aBUIn8  0ompromlM,851;  DicUtet 
course  to  be  followed,  8&8. 

Foote,  Solomon,  Yt.  2M»  841,  480. 

Fornune,  Joseph,  Pa.,  808. 

Foster,  A.Lftwreuoe,  809. 

Foster,  Henry  D..  Pa.,  881 

Foster,  L.  F.  S.  Ct,  48a 

Fowler,  Orrio,  Mass.,  818, 889,  884. 

FoQke,  Philip  B.,  UL,  418,  468, 489, 479. 

Franchot,  Blebard,  New  York,  468,  469,  476, 
479l 

Frank,  Angnstas,  46a,  469, 479. 

French,  E.B.,  Me.,  448. 

Fremont,  John  C,  898 ;  lames  proeUmatioo,  470. 

Free  States  called  to  give  •eearity  Ibr  good  be- 
havior, 464 

Frsemen  selling  freemen  into  alaverj  in  D.  CX, 
87& 

Free-^ilers  nominate  J.  P.  Hale  fbr  President, 
and  O.  W.  Jalian,  yioe-PreBldent»  867, 849,879, 
388,885,897. 

Frledlej,  John,  Pa.,  870,  886^  887,  816,  888-880, 
*884. 

FrlM,  Oeoive  O.,  870,  887,  891. 

TuffUit0  SlavM :  Delivered  under  confederation 
by  States,  18 ;  No  anthorlty  In  Oonstitation  to 
legislate  on  subject,  17 :  Pasaage  of  Aet  of  1798 
first  deoarture  from  Oonstitation,  17,  IS ;  In- 
dians stipnUU  to  n^eem  F.  &,  19:  History  of 


bers  complain  that  slaves  find  food  and  oloth 
Ing  At  the  North,  81, 88 ;  Many  leave  their  mas- 
ten,  8S ;  Fugidve  Act  used  to  ensUve  freemen, 
44;  Its  barbarous  character,  44;  Attempts  to 
make  a  more  stringent  taw,  44:  Opponents  of 
slave-trade  denounced,  46;  Bill  lo»t»  4& 

Fngitive  slave  bill  of  1850  Introduced  and  report- 
ed, 888;  la  snstatned  by  Mr.  Webster,  888; 
Opposed  by  Messn.  Hale  and  Ohase,  888,  884; 
Is  paiised  through  House,  884;  The  vote,  886 ; 
Fint  victim  under  it  &  freemtt,  840 ;  Blavea 
murdered  in  Pennsylvania,  840 ;  President  ap- 
proves act,  841 ;  ShAdrack  arrsste^  In  Boston, 
848 ;  Proclamation  of  President  and  cenend 
orders  of  Seoretarr  of  War  and  Navy,  848 ;  The 
act  declared  revoldnc,  Ae.,847 ;  Bima wrested 
fa  Boston,  876i,  877 ;  Kff>rta  of  military  oiBoerB 
to  cq>tore,  467 ;  Sent  book  by  military  offloers, 
471;  Thirty  thousand  ftasltlvea  Ie«ve  their 
homes,  846 ;  In&mous  ihuiaS|847 ;  Petitions  to 
repeal  Iaw,  878. 

Fuller,  J.  D.,  Me^  (^lled  Porter  tn  teztX  860^ 

FuHer,  Hiram,  Pa,  861;  OsndMato  te  Speaker, 

Oag-rnoiMUonM  of  Mr.  Plnckney,  106 ;  Of  Mr. 
Atherton,  182;  Libellous,  188;  Of  Mr.  Wise, 
184,166.  -»        »  --» 

Qsg-rules  repealed,  886,  887. 

Gates,  Beth  M ,  New  York,  Charaeter,184;  Unttes 
with  Messrs.  Adams,  SIsde,  and  Glddinn,  184; 


ings.: 

Meets  with  friends  of  Mr.  Adams.  161 ;  l^rites 
address  on  annexation  of  Texaa,  81& 

Oalphin.  A  term  synonymous  with  fraud  and 
peculation,  8891 

Gamble,  James,  Pa..  861. 

Georgia  esubllshes  Slavery,  9;  Demands  troops 
to  watch  her  slaves,  1 1 ;  Slavea  leave  their  mae- 
tera,  88:  AUempts  to  recapture.  89;  Presents 
elaima  ft>r  fugitive  elavea,  98;  Party  to  a  dls- 
graoeful  frauo,  94;  Demanda  c«ot«iaof  a  ship 
as  a  ftigitive  from  justioe,  189;  Calls  for  ftirther 
legislatloii  tn  behalf  of  sUvery,  140;  Secedes, 


Geny.  Xlbridge.  Mk,  m  387,  8M,  884 

Gerry,  James  P..  187. 809. 

,  Ghent,  Treaty  U,  Prohibits  traffic  in  slavea,  109. 

GIddings,  Joshua  B.,  Ohio,  Asaails  slave-trade  in 
D.  a,  180, 181;  Tests  gagwrules,  148, 149;  In- 
sulted. 150;  Denounced  by  Pre.sident  Harrison, 
171 ;  Presents  resolniions  touching  cosst-wise 
slave  trade,  ISO;  They  are  pronoonoed  an  ap- 
proximation to  treason,  188;  Is  arraigned,  1*4 ; 
Ceosured,  187;  Cheered  by  Mr.  Cluy,  189:  Be* 
asserts  doctrines,  198;  Publishes  ariiole  signed 
Fsoiflcaa,  196;  Argues  que&Uon  of  property  in 
men^  810;  Signs  address,  814;  Bemoved  from 
Committee  on  Qalma,  816;  Cuntenda  for  Mr. 
Adams'  Beport,  989;  Avows  doctrine^  887, 
888;  Holds  colloquial  debate,  822;  Avowadoc- 
trinea  886;  Denonnoes  annexation  of  Texa& 
888;  Seene  described,  889 ;  Declares  himself 
Ibr  war,  849 :  Totes  alone,  871 ;  Offers  lesolu- 
tlons,  878;  Visits  prison,  874;  YlDdioates  hto 
eonrse,  878|^879;  Introduces  bill  to  abolish 
slavery  In  D.  C,  886,887;  Offers  resolutions 
declaring  life  and  Hberiy  '•  Qi/U  qfGod;^  817; 
Presents  petitions  and  moves  instraotions,  819^ 
880,884;  Maintains  Kansas  bill,  SM;  Argues 
ease  <tf  Amlstad  Slaves,  8  ;  Signs  address, 
866;  Administers  oath  to  Republican  Speaker, 
889;  BepUes  to  Yallandlgham'tt  attack,  426; 
Ten  thousand  dollars  bid  for  his  hesd,  426; 
Demooratio  Committee  of  New  Yortc  repovt 
that  he  was  privy  to  Brown's  Raid.  426;  His 
speech  quoted  by  Mr.  Cox,  481 ;  Urges  aupport 
of  essential  doctrines  at  Chicago  Conveutloo, 
444;  Proposes  amendment  of  report,  446. 

Glllls,  James  L.,  Pa. 

Glascock,  Tbomaa,  Georgia,  Insults  author,  181. 

Goods,  Patrick  G.,  Ohio,  1S8,  809. 

Goodanow,  B.  K.,  Me.,  810, 818. 

Gorman,  Willis  A.,  Ind.,  Declares  Secession  mon- 
stroas  in  prindple  snd  destructive  la  praetios, 
864,861.  .  r-       ^ 

Gooch,  D.  W.,  MasiL,  863,  276^  879. 

Goodwin,  John  N.,  New  York,  479. 

Goodrich.  ZL,  Mssa,  860l 

GordonTSamuel,  New  York,  186,  809. 

Gott,  Daniel,  New  York,  270,  2S5;  Offeit  resolo- 
ttoa  against  slave-tiade,  886,  887,  818^  880, 
884 

Gould,  Hermsn  D.,  New  York,  888, 889,  884. 

Governments,  Britlah  and  American,  unity  in 
SapportlBg  a  traflle  in  slave^  881. 

Granger,  bTF.,  Michigan,  468»  469,  476. 

Granger,  Francis,  New  York,  Expresses  surprise 
at  oomse  of  Mr.  Adams,  109, 186,  8iiA 

Greeley,  Horses,  New  York,  886,  287. 

Green,  F.  W.,  Ohio,  861, 871. 

GresB,  John  S..  Missoari,  Proposes  sa  snned  po- 
Uee  slong  the  line  between  SUve  and  Free 
461 
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rsMvA.] 


BL,  Bhode  lalaad,  88&  . 
Gieen,  Byram,  New  York,  884. 
Gregory,  D.  S.,  New  Jersey,  270, 886,  887. 
Gn^  James  M.,  Ind.,  411. 
GrinneU.  Joseph,  Msss.,  868, 87a  88& 
Grider,  Henxy,  Ky.,  469, 470,  479. 
Grimes,  Jsroes  M.,  Iowa,  480. 
Groeabeok,  W.  S.,  Ohio,  411. 
Gurley,  John  A.,  Oblo^  468,  469,  47^  479. 
Gustine,  Amos,  Pa,  819. 

Hsight,  Xdward,  New  York,  468,  469, 4T^  479. 

Hsle,  John  P.,  New  Hampshire.  His  political 
course,  in  noU^  886 ;  Yotes  agslnst  resolution 
of  thanks  to  General  Taylor,  272;  IntrodueM 
Mil  to  prevent  riots,  4kc.,  876;  Is  sssailed  by 
Calbonn,  877 ;  PresenU  resolutions  of  Qoakeis, 
819;  Assailed  by  Butler,  819 ;  Opposee  ftigHlve 
sot,  888;  Holds  up  mirror  to  slaveliolders,  868 ; 
Nominsted  fur  President,  867 ;  Signs  addreaSk 
8I«;  BevtewsFreaMsDi^ Message 4U9;  Units* 


^' 


Hobk  t74; 


488 

COoe  Injared,  474 

Sayard^  JatnM  A^  Selator 

JBM<y.  WilUatn^  Pa,  lia 

Jbanz«{0y,  AimtMi;  ArgiMS  Om&  of  s  FngittT^i 
«t9. 

Seuon,  ff,  W.,  Pa,  187,  210. 

JMcher,  Hiram,  Me^,  S8aj»«L 

Menton^  CharUn  A,  New  York,  04 

Benton^  Thomtu  ff.,  MlMonri,  DenooBOM  Abo- 
lltlontoii,  108;  InqnirM  m  to  Bloodhoanda, 
184;  Oppo««B  Treaty  with  Texas,  8M;  Intro- 
dnoM  a  Bill  for  same  Object,  996;  Prevents 
wlibdrawal  of  Army  tiwn  Mexieo,  988;  Pre- 
eenU  BeMlations  of  MfaeoiirLjSll;  Is  Aaealled 
'      ^^ir-  Foote,  815 ;  Gaoses  a  Ladicrooe  8oeoe| 

JUmutt,  Henry,  New  Tork,  880, 884 
JNdUdk,  Benjamin  F.,  Pa,  16«»  9ia 
JUddU,  OharlM  J.,  Pa.  480. 
Biochain,  Klogiley  8.,  Mich.,  971,  967, 880, 884, 

Bimffkam,  John  A^  <Niks  Advoeaftee  Xxpnlalon 
of  Brooke.  8M ;  Answere  Interrogatoriee 
prompUy,  481 ;  PreMote  Bill  to  Abolish  Slav- 
ery In  our  Territoriea,  441 ;  Presents  Bill  de- 
elaring^  ell  Laws  of  Sew  Ifezloo  in  flivor  of 
Blavery,  void,  441,  460 ;  Propoees  to  Kmanol- 
pete  ail  Biavee  of  Bebela,  479, 47& 

MrdtaU,  ^iMbum.  New  York,  267, 970, 981. 

MrcUey,  Victory,  >}ew  York,  909;  Signs  Ad- 
ifreas  on  sahject  of  AnnexSnc  Taxes,  9l4 

BUhop.W.  D,  Ct,41l. 

•'■     •  —.  H.,  IIL  81S,  --' 
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Bleek,  Edwerd  J^  Georgia,  AMenlts  Aathor, 

988;  LadicroQS  Incident,  988. 
Black,  Jatnn,  Pa,  234 
Blaokmer,  Eebond.  New  Yor^  985, 987. 
Blair,  Francis  P ,  MiMoari.  468l  469, 47^  479. 
Blitir,  Si  &,  Pa,  46S,  400,  47&  470. 
Blake,  IJarritMm  O.,  Ohio,  Presents  BeeolaiioD, 

448:  Votea  46S.  476,  479. 
BUtMng*  of  Liberty,  Should  be  extended  to  aU 

persons,  14 
Bltoe,  Philituion,  Ohio,  X>pposes  BUI  proTiding 

payment  for  Slaves,  410. 
Btve-lodgei,  Established  In  Mlasoorl,  879. 
Bloodhounds,  Besolutlons  oonoeming:140:  Sm- 

ployed  in  Florida  Wsr,  IUl  166L 
Boardman.  Willism  W-  Ct,  186. 
Boon,  Katllfl;  Ind.,  118. 
Booth,  Walter,  Ct,  801,  818, 889, 836. 
Borden,  Nsthaolel  B.,  Mesa.,  186, 909 ;  SI^s  Ad- 

dresa  914 
BottsT^ohn  M.,  Ta,  188, 187, 9ia 
Bowne,  Welter.  New  York.  186, 909. 
Brady,  Jaq>er  E.,  Pa,  984  991- 
Bradbury,  Jemes  W^  Me.,  889. 
Brelnard,  Lawrence,  Senate,  TL,  970. 
Breekenridge,  John  C,  Ky.,  Aseails  Mr.  Cutting, 

869;    l>«mocrattc   Gandldato  for   President, 

446L 
Brewster.  Dayid  P.,  Hew  York,  166, 909. 
Bridgee.  8.  A.,  Pa.  287, 291,  m. 
Briggs,  George  N.,  Mess.,  186, 187. 
BiW  George.  New  York,  818,  828, 880,  888. 
BrinkerhooC  Jsoobk  Ohio,  His  Political  Goone 

inVoU,  986. 
BnMdheed,  Biehard,  Pa,  860. 
Brockwey,  John  U.,  Gt,  286, 991, 29a 
Broderiek,  D.  u,  <;ellfornla,  Oppoees  a  SlaTo- 

hoMlng  Adminlstnu&on,  407 ;  Falls  in  a  PneL 

407. 
Bronson,  David,  Me,  909;  Signs  Addrees,  914^ 
Brooka  James,  New  York,  Annoanoee  Aetion 

or  Whin,  2dO;  VoteN  86:<,  860, 871. 
Brooks,  Preston  Sw,  Booth  Carolina  Assaults  Mr. 

Bamner,  894 :  Resigns  his  Beat,  896. 
J^>"i4n>,/oAn,424:  Takes  Uarper'e  Ferry,  495; 

Two  Bone  Killed  and  himself  Wounded,  B«r- 


nndera  es  aPrieoner,  4tf ;  Im  and  Us  foOow- 
en  Bxeonted.  496. 

Brown,  John,  Jr.,  Beftiaea  to  eppesr  before  Com- 
mittee of  Senate,  487* 

Brown,  George  JL,  Bhode  Island,  469, 480. 

Brown,  Aaron  T.,  Tenn., .  Addressee  Genersl 
Jackson,  92a 

BrowiH  Charlce^  Pa,  187, 909.  967,  970.  284^  986, 

99a 

Brown,  Jeremieh.  Pa^  984 

Brown,  William  J.,  Ind.,  985, 809;  Gives  Pledge^ 
808,818,82a 

Bnebenaa.  Andrew,  Pa,  lia 

Boehaaan,  James,  Elected  President,  899 ;  Fint 
Meeaege,  405;  Enconngee  Invasion  of  Central 
America,  414;  Discharges  Walker.  415;  Sus- 
tains Slavery  In  the  Territories,  421 ;  Declares 
Blavee  Property,  422;  Advises  Payment  fi>r 
Amistad  Slaves,  422;  Alsrmed  at  Brown** 
Bald,  424;  His  Official  Mendacity,  449;  Holds 
Coirespottdenoe  with  Bt-bels,  498;  Oommnni- 
eatce  Proposition  of  Virginia.  458;  Betir<^ 
leaving  Wer  end  n  Dlamemhered  Govemmem, 
461. 

Bnel,  A  Wn  Mlob.«  818, 82a  88a 

Bnfllngton,  Joseph,  Pa,  284 

Bnrke,  Edmund,  New  HampsbircL  186, 909. 

Bnmel,  Barker,  Masa,  186, 90a 

Bnrch,  John  C,  CaL,  441. 

Bums,  Joeeph,  Ohio,  411. 

Burnbara,  A.  A,  Ct,  47% 

Borrooghs,  LoreniOk  New  York,  81^  898,  880^ 
884 

Butler,  Cbeiter,  Pa,  970, 9S7, 988^  81^888,890, 
864 

Butler,  ThoDisa  Ct,  829, 884 

Butler,  Benjamin  P.,  Proposes  to  put  down  Slave 
InsurrecUons  464;  Dlsoirds  claims  of  Slavery, 
465 ;  Orders  Eolistment  of  Negroes,  484 

Osble,  Joseph,  Ohio,  801.  818, 884 

Cedwallader,  John,  Pa,  891 

Oalhoon,  Wm.  B..  Maaa  Attends  meeting  Ac, 
161.    Votes.  186.  909.    Signs  addreee,  914 

Calhoun,  John  C.  Denies  tlie  **  self-evident 
tmths**on  which  the  Government  wss  founded, 
97.  Declares  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  X>.  0. 
unconstitutional,  1(I2l  AUempts  to  supprefs 
anti-&lavery  pnbllcstions,  105.    Refsrds  slavery 

{use,  106.  Attompts  to  change  Tntemationel 
aw,  118,  lia  114  Proposes  to  suppress  Mi- 
Ution,  119, 19a  Heeitatee  Id  regard  to  slave- 
trade,  199.  His  doetrihee,  9ia  Oppoeed  to 
Mexican  wsr,  968.  Propoees  to  withdraw 
army,  2Sa  Deolares  preamble  U  act  ftfae, 
965.  Denounces  Mr.  Hale's  motion,  277.  De- 
sponds, 294    HU  Isst  speech,  815i    Death,  814 

OcuUifmia.  Bill  organtztng  (Vee  gorerament 
in,  298.  Walker's  amendment,  29a  Bill 
\  HoQSA,  296.  Senate  does  not  concur. 
Left  without  a  government.  80a  Asks 
sdmisston,  8ia  Yoto  ia  Senate,  834  in 
House,  887. 

Calvert  Charles  B.,  Mairlaod,  469, 479. 

Calvin,  Thomas,  Pa,  8ia  82S,  884 

Cambi«lling,  0.  CL,  New  York,  lia 

Gempbell,  Lewis  D.,  Ohio,  8ia  88<i,  384  Candi- 
date for  speaker,  883  Intrigues  with  Msf^ 
shall,  885.  Loses  confidence  of  his  friends, 
884  Will  not  look  at  national  difficaltie^ 
899.    Offers  reeolaUons  of  inquiry,  894 

Cempbell,  James  H.,  Pa,  44a  46a  46a  OiEeie 
resolution  oonft»eatIng  slaves,  47a  475,  470. 

Cameron,  Simon.  Appointed  Secretary  of  War, 
46a 

Carter.  David  K.,  91^  828^  829,  88a  884,  SOL 
Opposea adoption  of  primal  truths,  44f 

Car|>enter,  Levi  D..  New  York,  984. 

Carey,  Shepherd,  Me ,  88a 

Oerlieie^  John  &,Va,  48a 


peases 
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Ourrol,  Cbtflff  H.,  184 

OasB,  Lewis.  Makes  no  objection  to  the  ewUv«- 
iMlifc  of  Awemen,  148.  Csodldato  Ibr  Preal- 
dent,  SSB,  888.  DeclsrM  tt  strodous  to  adylM 
•laves  to  escape,  848,  8M.  GoDflratalAtai 
eoantrj  on  jpaMa^e  of  Kansas  bill,  8Ti.  Hto 
ahaneter,  279.  Exhibits  emotion  on  retiriQ& 
879.  Dlscanls  policy  of  adhering:  to  prtmal 
tratba.  89&  Seslsns  offloe  itt  Secrateir  «f 
Bute,  468.  • 

OtoerTjoseDh.  Pk.,  81S.  SN,  880, 881 

GartfaoartCbHrles  W..  Indlena,  271,  ttT. 

Chase,  Balmon  P.  Deinands  a  hearing  la  behalf 
«r  the  trw  8tat4Ks  8&8.  Signs  address  to  the 
people  of  the  United  8Ute^  888.  The  only 
candidate  for  President  who  had  been  an  early 
•dvoeate  of  human  rigllt^  440.  Appointed 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  488. 

Cbllda,  Timothy,  New  York,  209. 

Chittenden,  Thomas  C,  New  Teik,  1Mb  W9. 
Signs  addrefts.  214. 

Ohamberlln,  J.  P..  408.  468. 

Obandler,  Zecharlah,  Mich.,  48a 

CMeoffo  Convention.  Adopt  aroendmeiUenan^ 
elating  elementary  trutha,  44ft»  448. 

aiipp,  Asa  W.,  Me..  967,  291,  298,  298. 

Clark,  Daniel.  New  Turk.  4^1 

Clarit,  Franklin.  Me .  267.  270,  284»  291,  S96L 

Clark,  John  C ,  New  York. '209,  214. 

dark,  Staley  N.,  New  Yurie,  209. 

Clark,  Lincoln.  Iowa,  85«»861. 

Owk,  J.  H.,  Rhode  Island,  880. 

Clark,  E»«,Ct.  411. 

Clark,  Horace  F.,  New  York,  411, 4«,  469,  479L 

dark,  Samuel,  Michigan.  87U. 

Clay,  Henry.  Dieiinguished  as  an  adroeate  of 
hoerty,  61.  By  bis  vote  establbhee  slavery  In 
Arkansas,  66.  Keslgns  office,  6&  Proposes 
oompromlae,  71,  72.  Assailed  by  Bandolph, 
81.     Candidate  for  President,  m.     *"    


memorial  in  favor  iif  olavi-ry,  127. 
pro^lavery  publications,  18a      Avows  anti* 
sinvery  doctrlnas,  281.    Is  candidate  for  PiesU 


Presents 

Approves 

Avows  anti- 


dent,  236i    Is  incimslRtent,  847.     His  death, 
862.    Contributed  to  the  rebellion,  470. 
Clayton,  Thomas,  Del.    Totes  against  Mezkan 

CUrffp.  Three  thonsand  and  flfV  remonstnte 
•gainst  extension  of  slavery,  867.  Five  hun- 
dred from  Illinois  remonstrate^  870L  They 
Msolve  against  it,  870. 

develand,Chaunoey  F.,  Ct  Acts  with  rspnb- 
Hcana.  801,  8u6,  BIS. 

diflbrd,  Nathan.  Me.,  909. 

CUnton,  James,  New  Yurk,  196,  209. 

Cltagman,  Thos.  L..  North  Carolina.  Threatens 
dlssdntlon  of  the  Union,  208,  214. 

Cobden,  Biehsrd.  siid  otbnr  European  statetmen, 
beeome  silent  on  American  liberty,  467. 

Oebb,  Howell,  Georgia,  Reports  In  Atw  of 
paying  for  slaves,  214.    Sleeted  speaker,  808L 

Cobb,  Oeoige  F.,  New  Jeney,  468,  469^  476, 
479. 

Cochrane,  John,  New  York,  411, 412,  44L  440. 

Cole,  OrBen•u^  Wis..  818,  880,  884. 

Colnrain.    Treaty  of,  21. 

CoUhx,  Schayler,  Indiana,  468,  489,  470^  479. 

ColUuner,  Jacob,  Vt,  4S0. 

Collins,  William,  New  York,  967,  970. 

*'Cemet'**  A  slave  ship.  Indemnity  daiOMd 
for  alaves  on  board  iti,  206^ 

Compensation  for  Blaves  lost  or  killed  in  the 
public  service,  40. 

Compromlsee  of  the  Constitution.  12.  Of  lll»> 
•onrl,  68.  Of  Congress,  84S.  Singalar  com- 
pact in  reirard  of,  m  note,  84^  Mr.  Footed 
reeolutious  tu  suii|mrt  851.    Pronooneed  wise 


and  JusL  854,    They  Mi,  408. 
Conkllu,  K.  A.,  Ni'W  Vork,  468.  4TS,  479. 
ConkJln,  Roscoe,  New  York,  40b,  M9, 476, 419. 


OMMMcMewt    LsgWatiire  of  dsprsoalB  Mpeni 

of  Missouri  Compromise. 
ConOscation  and  emancl^ietlon,  act  for,  409, 470l 
Conger,  James  L.,  Midi.,  860. 
Connr|Harmon  S.,  New  Yoit,.  270,  286,  287, 

Consress  convenes  under  Presldentls  predam- 
atlon,  46S.  Singular  hallucination  of  uiemben^ 
466b  Pass  a  law  for  dlsmisilog  offloeca  who 
catch  slaves,  477. 

OoneUMiUm,  Amendments  of  12. 18.  ProbHv 
its  Congress  fh>m  interfering  with  life  or  lib 
erty,18,87. 

Cooper,  James,  Pa-,  18a  209. 

Conrt,  Supreme.  Precious  instmment  for  snp 
porting  slavery,  402.  Cut>e  of  Drei  Scott 
409-8L    Shocked  Public  cnnsc'ence,  4A 

Corwin,  Moses  B.,  Ohio,  818.  880,  884. 

Corwin,  Thomas.  His  poUtlcel  character,  480. 
Annoonoes  himself  an  exponent  of  lepobllcaB 
doctrines,  481. 

Cowen,  BeiOamin  &,  Ohio,  18S,  2ia 

Cowen,  Edisr,  Pa.,  480. 

Covode,  Jokn,  Pa.,  46%  460, 476^  479. 

Cox.  Samuel,  Ohio,  411,  4ftS,  469.  476.  479. 

Crarens,  James  A.,  Indiana,  468;  469, 479. 

Crimes  of  SUvery,  86^  87a 

Criafleld,  John  W.,  Maryland,  469,  470,  479L 

CrittendeB,  John  J.,  Ky.  Seizes  Brooks,  to  pr»> 
Tent  assassination  of  Sumner,  814.  Polltloany 
conservative,  410.  Would  change  Oonstlta- 
tion,  466,  469, 470, 47A  479.  Denfce  power  ef 
Congress  to  emancipate  slaves.  4S1. 

Cuban  alavea.    Ought  not  to  be  liberated,  80. 

Cnba.  Plan  for  obtaining.  26i  Eiforta  to  ob- 
tain, 874^  428.    Bin  introduced,  422.. 

Cammlns,  John  D^  0 .  279,  287,  {>9a 

Cnrtiss,  G.  W.,  New  Yurk.  Proposes  to  insert 
elementary  principles  in  Chicago  platform, 
446, 

Cashing;  Caleb,  Mass.  Declares  resoInUona  of 
the  author  **an  approximntlon  to  treason,^ 
189,186.    Ylndicatea  slave-trade.  208,209. 

Catting;  FraDds  B.,  New  York.  Moves  reforoaea 
of  Snsss-Nebraska  bill,  869.  BepUes  to  Mr. 
Breckenridge,  870,  871. 

Cat]«r,W.P.,Oblo,469. 

Dana,  Amasa,  N«w  York,  281 

Darling,  Mason  G,  Wis.,  286, 967. 

Datfag^  Cornelius,  Pa^  284. 

Davis,  Oarrett,  Ky.  Proposes  to  obtain  ftigltlva 
slaves  from  Canada  by  Negotiatioo,  141. 
Unites  with  Mr.  Ingersd  in  report  on  Conati- 
tntion,  281, 

Davis,  John,  Mass.,  129, 189, 28!^ 

Davls»  Richard  D.,  New  York,  186,  901, 919, 284. 

DaviSk  John  W.,  Ind.,  286. 

Davis;  John  Q.,  Ind.,  871, 411. 448. 

Davis,  JellinMn,  Misa,  ssserts  that  slaves  are 
property,  966;  Quotes  Constitution.  987 ;  Pro- 
aoanoes  resolutions  of  Mr.  Hale  caWlated  to 
protect  kidnappers,  277 :  Presents  resolutions, 
821;- Supports  slaveholdlng  Constitution  for 
Kansas.  4n\  Asserts  duty  of  his  State  to  se- 
cede, 486;  His  resolutions,  487. 

Davis,  K.M.,  Pa.,  468.  479. 


Dawes,  H.  L.,  Mass.,  466,  469. 
Dawson.  John  Bh  Louisiana, 
910 ;  tlireatens  to  shoot  him,  941. 


.John  Bh  Louisiana,  Assanlts  Author. 


DawsML  John  L.  P.,  871. 
Dean,]&ra,r 


Connecticut,  188.  210. 
Dean,  eilbert,  New  York,  868, 864:  Oltieets  to 
_  _.. ■•sr,J7a 

crimes  of  Mez- 

Deiaao,  ChuMMsas.,  468,  476. 
Democrats  educated  to  believe  it  a  duty  to  sup- 
port slavery,  227. 
Democrstic  party  avows  no  wwmtlsl  pitaoi^ 


A^«««,   ^viii^rt,  xivw     «vim,   WHS  vvm,  ^^i 

pensioning  widow  of  Batchelder,  87& 
DefamosOoIumbus, (^lu; Exposes  crimes 
lean  War,  268. 
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SW;  !■  pow«r.  861:  Uemba«b«HflfT«  party Ib- 
Tlneibl«,  870,  871 ;  Prepare  for  Another  step  to- 
wards diaaolndon  nf  the  Union,  878;  Maniben 
deslrs  civil  war,  878:  Fait  into  minority,  888; 
Hasten  to  adopt  Uie  Dred  8cott  dedaion,  404; 
Seek  to  hide  fiurts  from  thep«<>pl^  406 :  Seek 
to  rerlTe  former  policy,  460;  Benrd  deoep- 
tion,  ik«od,  and  crime  neeeaaary,  444;  Unable 
to  withatand  the  Ibroe  of  truth,  44«:  One  por- 
tion aaltee  with  Dooglaa,  an<»ther  ibllowa 
Breckinridge,  440;  Expected  to  unite  with 
BlaTOboldera  in  carrying  out  rebellion,  449; 
Devotea  its  inflaence  to  aapport  alaveir,  461 ; 
Diaapnears  amid  the  nilna  ot  that  Inatitatioii, 
466;  Jnaptred  with  hope,  467;  Memben  b» 


9m  Aeaperate,  481. 

DemodlUo  Committee  of  New  York  appointed 
to  report  on  raid  of  John  BrownuiW;  Thtj 
report  that  Hon.  John  P.  Hale,  Hon.  Oerrit 
Smith,  and  the  Author,  were  Involved  In  It, 
421 

Denver,/.  WnCal.,8661 

Deported  slaves,  onder  treaty  of  17S8,  elalma  for, 
16,  49,  88, 108 ;  Claim  of  Uodgea  under  treaty 
of  Qheutl  8S1. 8S2;  Mr.  Hanter'B  motion  rel»- 
tive  to  deported  slaves,  881;  Compenaatleii 
cUlmed.  418;  vide  •*  Treaty  of  0he&t" 

Dewart,W.  L.,  Pa.,4a 

Dlekey,  John,  Pa,S8i  870,  SST;  Beports  agalnrt 
claim  of  Paeheoo,  889;  Leads  In  Debate,  860, 

DIeklaaon,  Bodolphna,  Ohio.  867,  870, 887. 

Dickinson,  Daniel  8.,  New  Tork,  888. 

Dillingham,  Paul  Vt,  884. 

Dlmmoek,  Milu  M..  Pa ,  861. 

Dimmoek,  W.  H.,  Pa.,  411. 

Dlrnev.  David  F.,  Ohio,  861,  87t 

Disaolutlon  of  the  Union  if  a  Northern  PresMeat 

were  elected,  881  886. 
Diven,  A.  &,  New  Tork,  469,468, 4701, 479. 
Dix.  John  A.,  New  Tork,  Preaents  reaolotioni 

of  that  State,  291. 
Dixon,  Jamca^  Ot,  870,  V^  887. 
Dixon,  Nathan,  Rhode  Island,  818, 888;  889. 
Doan,  William,  Ohio,  185,  2ia 
Dod«e.A.  C,  Wis,  860. 
D^ke,  Heury,  lows,  Introdueea  NebrMka  bUI, 

Dolg,  W.  A.,  New  Tork,  186, 809. 

Doty,  Jamea  D.,  Wla.,  818,  880,  881 

DoolitUe,  J.  B.,  Wia.,  votea  to  pay  for  deported 
aiave^  418,  460. 

Dooglaa,  Stephen  A.;  Denlea  the  ezlstenee  of  a 
hi&er  law,  844;  His  obaracter,  865;  Beports 
bill  to  repeal  Miasouri  Compromise,  869;  Aa- 
aaila  those  who  signed  address  to  people,  866^ 
S69;  Denonnoes  Mlnisren,  868;  Assslls  rsao- 
Intiona  of  Clergy  at  Chicago,  670;  Bxenses 
him  In  resard  to  attaek  on  Mr.  Bumnor,  899; 
Oupoaes  aespoti»m  of  Convention  In  Kansa^ 
409;  Opposed  to  the  Preaident,  407 :  Approved 
invaBloo  of  Kansas.  406;  Chargea  BepublicaDS 
with  oberishing  oifeosive  doctrines,  489;  la 
sustained  by  a  portion  uf  his  party,  446^ 

Dred.  Scott,  Case  ot  402, 406, 404 ;  ]^mined,409. 

Duel,  R.  H.,  New  Tork,  468,  469,  47S,  479. 

Dner,  William,  New  Turk,  870,  8S1 ;  Holds  ooUo- 
qolal  debate,  805, 818, 88% 

Dunn,  MeKee,  Ind.,  448, 468,  469, 479^  479. 

Dunn,  0«orge  H.,  Ind.,  889.  887. 89L 

Dunham,  Cyrus  L.,  Ind.,  818,  888,  886;  884»  861, 
J76. 

Dttulap,  Bobert  P.,  Me.,  888. 

Dunbip,  G.  W.,  Ky.,  469,  470,  479. 

Duncan,  Jamea,  Mass.,  818, 888, 889, 860. 

Duncan,  Alexander,  Ohio,  Offeis  a  bill  for  taking 
posacaiion  of  Oregon,  846;  Votes  for  annexing 

Baslmai^  lea,  New  Hanpsbin,  809. 


BiUarL  O.  W.,  P^  870.  888L 

Mdy,  Norman,  Pa.,  87L 

Btmond9on.  Brother  A  Sisters,  their  hiitonr,  8T9. 

Bdgerton,  Alfred  P.,  Ohio.  861. 

Bdgerton,  Sidney,  Ohio,  468,  479. 479. 

Edsal,  Joseph,  New  Jersey,  870. 

Bdwards,  lliomas  M.,  New  Hampshire,  46S,  461; 

Edwaids,  Thomas  O^  Ohio.  871,  887. 

Bdwards.  Nlniao,  lUL,  Announces  his  own  morsi 
oowardloe,  61. 

BUia,  Cheselden,  New  Tork.  884. 

BHIott,  Samuel  D.,  Mass.,  887.  889,  884. 

BlUott,  T.  D.,  Msss.,  468, 468 ;  Presents  resolutloa, 
478,479. 

Bly,  Alfred,  New  Tork,  466, 479. 

JSmanetpatitm  end  Confiscation  Act.  469;  An- 
other act  4^  Emandpation,  476,  4»9 ;  An  era  is 
American  history,  460;  Proclamation  0^469; 
Quaken  direct,  at  their  yearly  meeting,  88, 86w 

Bmaneipaied  Ptrtont  in  North  Carolina  r^-en- 
Smd,  88;  Petition  of;  84;  Th<iae  of  HayU 
excluded  lh»m  our  Slave  States.  81. 

Embree,  Ellshs,  Ind.,  871,  2S9,  887. 

Bmlgrant  Aid  Society,  878. 


W.hL  Ind!,  (^poses  expalsion  of  Brooldt 
"'  ;   Rctds  proceedings  of  a  retiglouf 


899^  896.    Akvnuv  |Mvi^ 

meeting  tn  Chicago,  48& 
Bngliah,  James  kTcu,  468, 469, 47^  479l 
Xtheridge,  Emerson,  Tenn.,  Offers    reeoluthm 

aij^nat  slave-trade,  401. 
Bnropean  stafceMnen  speak  offensively  of  our  gov. 

emment,  467;  Noble  Lords  criticise  General 

Bntier*S  order,  467,  i$\ 
Xvaaa,  Nathan,  Ohio,  8n,  887,  813, 888,  889, 880; 

884, 
Bveretfe,  Bdward,  Mara.,  Bepliea  to  attaoka  00 

oleigT,  868;  Holds  slaves  to  Ite  property.  9A. 
Everett,  Horace,  Tl,  Moves  to  Isy  author's  reso- 
lution on  the  table,  1S8:  Moves  to  print  1^000 

copies  of  proceeflings,  194>,  809. 
Bwing,  Thomas,  Ohio,  Fails  to  vote,  888. 
Xxiles  of  Florida  flee  to  Mexico,  251 

FaiTlnctMi,  Jisme^  New  Hampahlre^  lia 

FalrfiWd,  John,  Me .  11& 

FarleH,  Isaac,  New  Jersey.  884 

Farr«»lly,  John  W..  Pa.,  870. 887. 

Famsworth,  John  F.,  Conflronts  slaveholdera,  488. 

Farran,  Jamea  J.,  Ohlis  871,  888^  891. 

Fetteh,  Alpheus,  Michigan,  888. 

FentOD,  Benben  E.,  New  Tork,  468, 469, 476, 4T9. 

Ferris,  Charles  O.,  New  Tork,  1S6.  809. 

-Bssenden,  WlUtam  P.,  Me.,  186,  809;  EepUse  ts 
Mr.  Douglas.  489,  480. 

Fessenden,  Samuel  C.  Me.,  468,  469, 479,  479. 

FiekllB,  Oriando  B.,  IIL,  889,  871,  88<  887,  898, 
89& 

FUlmora,  Iflllai^  New  Tork,  Beports  bin  to  pay 
money  to  slave-dealers,  806 ;  votes  for  it,  909 ; 
Selects  Mr.  Webster  ss  Secretary  of  State,  886; 
Alarmed  at  the  threats  of  Texss,  886;  Oblaiaa 
oonventioa  for  payment  of  slaves  lost  tnm  on 
board  Creole  and  other  ships,  880;  Contributsd 
to  rebelUou,  47a 

Fisher,  George  P.,  DeL,  469, 479. 

Fisher,  David,  O.,  870, 867;  Beports  sgaimt  pay- 
ment for  sUvea,  889. 

Flteh,  Graham,  861, 4ia 

Fiteh,  Graham  Nn  Ind.,  818,  888. 880. 881 

Flo^eno^  Thomas,  Pa^  899, 860, 861, 871, 886. 400, 
441, 44& 

Florence  MkUy  O.,  88& 

Floyd,  John  G.,  New  Tork,  186.  809. 

Floyd,  Oharlea  A.,  New  Tork,  186,  809. 

Florida,  Purefaaae  o£60;  Aeylum  for  ftasltivea. 
90;  First  Florida  War,  46-4B ;  Second  FkirSda 
War,  99-101;  Causes  kept  from  people,  108; 
Oanses  exposed,  190;  Bloodhounds  employed, 
189;  She  secedes,  497. 
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Foley,  James  R,  Tnd^  411. 

Foci^  Henry  8^  MiulsBippL  Desiroft  to  bang  Mr. 
Hale,  277;  Aaaaila  CoU  Benton,  815;  Affray 
with,  886;  BQ8tain8  0ompromlae,851;  DietalM 
course  to  be  followed,  852L 

Foote,  SoloDion,  Vt,  284«  S41,  480l 

Fornanie,  Joseph,  Pa..  209. 

Foster,  A.  Lawreuoe,  209. 

Foster,  Henry  D..  Pa.,  884. 

Foster,  L.  F.  S ,  Cl,  48a 

Fowler,  Orrin,  Mass.,  818,  829,  884. 

Fottke,  Philip  a,  IIL,  448,  488, 489, 479. 

Franchot,  XUcbard,  New  Tork,  488,  469,  47^ 
479L 

Frank,  Angnstns,  468,  469, 479. 

French,£.a,MA.,  442. 

Fremont,  John  C,  898 ;  Isiuee  proelamatfoD,  470l 

Free  States  called  to  give  security  Jbr  good  be- 
havior, 454. 

Freemen  selling  freemen  into  slaTery  in  B.  C, 
878. 

Free-Sollers  nominate  J.  P.  Hale  fbr  President, 
and  O.  W.  Jalian,  Vice-President,  857, 849, 879, 
382,  885,  897. 

Friedley.  John,  Pa.,  270,  289^  887,  8X8,  888-880, 

Fries,  Oeonre  O.,  270,  287,  99i. 

Fugitive  Siavet :  Delivered  ander confederation 
by  BtatsB,  12 ;  No  anthority  in  Oonatitation  to 
legislate  on  snbject,  17;  Passage  of  Act  of  1798 
first  departure  from  Oonstitation,  17,  IS ;  In- 
dians stipalate  to  redeem  F.  &,  19:  History  of 


bers  complain  that  slaves  find  food  and  doth 
ing  at  the  North.  81, 82 ;  Many  leave  their  mas- 
ters, 8S ;  Fugitive  Act  used  to  enslave  freemen, 
44;  Its  barbarous  character,  44;  Attempts  to 
make  a  more  stringent  law,  44 ;  Opponents  of 
slave-trade  denonnoed,  45;  Bill  lost,  48. 

Fngitive  slave  bill  of  1850  introduced  and  report- 
ed, 822;  Is  sustained  by  Mr.  Webster,  828  ( 
Opposed  by  Messrs.  Hale  and  Ohase,  888, 884; 
Is  passed  through  House,  884 ;  The  vote,  885 ; 
First  victim  under  it  a  freeman,  840 ;  Slaves 
murdered  in  Pennsylvania,  840 ;  President  ap- 
proves set,  841 ;  Shadraek  arrested  in  Boston. 
848;  Prodamatlon  of  President  and  general 
orders  of  Secretary  of  War  and  Navy,  848 ;  The 
act  dechu^d  revomng,  &a,  847 ;  Sims  arrested 
in  Boston,  876i.  877 ;  £flbrts  of  military  oflicers 
to  capture,  467 ;  Sent  back  by  military  olfloers, 
471;  Thirty  tbonsaod  ftisltlvos  leave  their 
homes,  846 ;  Infiunous  franfls,  847 ;  Petitions  to 
repeal  law,  8T8. 

FnUer,  J.  D.,  Me.,  (spelled  Porter  In  teztX  90, 
860. 

Fuller,  Hiram,  Pa.,  861;  Osndldata  ftir  Spesker, 

Oag^^tihiUonM  of  Mr.  PInekney,  105 :  Of  Mr. 
Atherton,  122;  Libellous^  128;  Of  Mr.  Wise, 
124,108.  -»        .  --» 

Gag-rules  repealed,  286,  287. 

Gates,  Seth  » ,  New  York,  Charaeter,184;  Unites 
with  Messrs.  Adams,  Slsde,  and  Qiddlngs.  184; 
Meets  with  friends  of  Mr.  Adama,  161 ;  Writes 
address  on  annexation  of  Tezas^  21& 

OdlpMn,  A  term  synonymous  with  fraud  and 
peculation,  825. 

Gamble,  James,  Pa..  861. 

Georgia  establishes  Slavery,  9;  Demands  troops 
to  watch  her  slaves,  1 1 ;  Slaves  leave  their  mas- 
ters, 88;  Attempts  to  recapture,  89;  Presents 
eialma  for  fbgitf ve  slaves,  98 ;  Party  to  a  dls- 
graoe^ll  fraud,  94;  Demands  caotataof  a  ship 
as  a  fogltlve  from  jnstlc«i.  189;  Calls  for  fhrther 
legtshKion  In  behalf  of  sUvery,  140;  Seoedoa, 
457. 


Geny,  Elhridge,  Msu  81%  387,  88$,  881 

Gerry,  James  P.,  187, 209. 

Ghent,  Treaty  oi;  Prohibits  traffic  in  slaves,  109. 

Giddings,  Joshua  K.,  Ohio,  Assails  slave-trade  in 
D.  a,  180, 181;  Tests  gag-mles,  148, 149;  In- 
snltedLlfiO;  Denounced  by  Pref^ident  Harrison, 
171 ;  Presents  resolutions  touching  coast- wise 
slave  trade,  180;  They  are  pronounced  an  ap- 
proximation to  treason,  188 ;  Is  arraigned,  1>4 ; 
Oensared,  187;  Cheered  by  Mr.  Cluy,  189:  Re* 
aaserta  doctrines,  198 ;  Publisltee  article  signed 
Paciflcas,  196 ;  Argues  quesUon  of  |>ropeny  in 
metk,  210;  Signs  address,  214;  Removed  from 
Committee  on  Claims,  216;  Contends  for  Mr. 
Adams^  Report,  222;  Avows  doctrines,  827, 
228;  Holds  colloquial  debate,  222 ;  Avowa  doc- 
trines, 225;  Denounces  annexation  of  TexasL 
S88;  Seene  described,  289;  Declares  himsetf 
for  war,  249 ;  Votes  alone,  271 ;  Offers  resolu- 
tions, 278;  VisiU  prison,  274;  Vindicates  his 
oonrse,  878,  279;  Introduces  bill  to  abolish 
slavery  in  D.  C,  285, 287 ;  Offers  resolutions 
decholng  life  and  Hberiy  '*  ffiftt  of  God,''  817; 
Presents  petitions  and  moves  InstriioUons,  819, 
880,  884;  Maintains  Kansas  bitl,  859;  Argues 
case  of  Amistad  Slaves,  8  ;  Signs  addreea, 
866;  Administers  oath  to  Republican  Speaker, 
889;  Replies  to  Vallandigbam'«  attack,  425; 
Ten  thousand  dollars  bid  for  his  head,  425; 
Democratic  Committee  of  New  York  report 
that  he  was  privy  to  Brown's  Raid,  4'i6;  His 
speech  quotea  by  Mr.  Cox,  481 ;  Urges  support 
of  essential  doctrines  at  Chicago  ConveiiUon, 
444 ;  Proposes  amendment  of  report,  44A. 

GUlis,  James  L.,  Pa. 

Glaseoek,  Tbomaa,  Georgia,  Insults  author,  181. 

Goode,  Patrick  G.,  Ohio,  lt)8.  209. 

Goodenow.  R.  K..  Me.,  210, 818. 

Gorman,  Willis  A.,  Ind,  Declares  Secession  mon- 
strous In  principle  and  destructive  in  practice, 
854. 861,  . 

Gooeh,  D.  W.,  Mass.,  868,  275,  279. 

Goodwin,  John  N.,  New  York,  479. 

GoodrielL  Z.,  Msss^  860. 

Gordon,  Samuel,  New  York,  186,  209. 

Gott,  Daniel,  New  York,  270,  285;  Offers  reeolu- 
Hon  i«ainsl  slave-trade,  886,  287,  818,  880, 

Gould,  Herman  P.,  New  York,  828, 889, 884. 
Govemmenta,  British  and  American,  Unity  in 

supporting  a  trafiic  in  slavee,  881. 
Granger,  B.  F.,  Michigan.  468,  469,  475. 
Granger,  Frauds,  New  York,  Expreeses  svpriss 

at  course  of  Mr.  Adsma,  109, 186,  2(ia 
Greeley,  Homee,  New  York,  285, 287. 
Green,  F.  W.,  Ohio.  861, 87L 
Green,  John  S~  Missouri,  Propoees  an  armed  po- 

ttee  along  the  line  between  Slave  and  Free 

8tntes.454 
Green,  A.  ]L«  Rhode  Ishmd,  888. . 
Green,  Byram,  New  York,  284. 
Gregory,  D.  &.  New  Jersey,  270,  8S5t  287. 
Gregg,  James  M.,  Ind.,  411. 
Grlnneli,  Joseph,  Mass.,  258, 270, 98a 
Grider,  Henry,  Ky.,  469, 470, 479. 
Grimes,  Jamea  M.,  Iowa,  48a 
Groeabeck,  W.  S.,  Ohio,  411. 
Gnrley,  John  A.,  Ohio,  468, 469,  475, 479. 
Guitine,  Amos,  Pa.,  210. 

HUght,  Bdward,  New  Ytirk,  468,  469, 4T^  479. 

Hale,  John  P.,  New  Hampshire.  His  political 
coarse,  in  n«4e,  286 ;  Votes  against  resolnttoa 
of  thanks  to  General  Taylor,  272;  Introduoes 
bill  to  prevent  riots,  Jtc,  276;  Is  assailed  by 
Calhoun,  277 ;  Presents  resolutions  of  Quakers, 
812;  Assailed  by  Butler,  819 ;  Opposes  Aigitlve 
act,  882;  Holds  up  mirror  to  slavekioklers,  4158 ; 
Nominated  for  President,  857 ;  Signs  address^ 
866 ;  Sette ws  PrssMsnrs  Message,  499 ;  UnMss 
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411 ;  OppMM  pftjoMot  for  •!«▼«■,  418 ;  Cb«if - 

•d  wlita  parUdiAttng  io  nid  of  John  Brown, 

4M;  AmIjzm  Prenideot^  1I«bm9b»  4M»  480. 
H«K  ▲rt•lna^  Mu^  «TQ»  S84,  K7. 
Ha}e,  JwnM  T.,  Pa..  446,  469,  479. 
Ball,  N.  K.,  Now  York.  870,  ttO^  961 
Ball,  Bl^lnnd.  Yl.  168^  »•. 
Ball.  L  ir^  Ohio.  411. 
HalUtMd,  Wlliiun,  New  Jenty,  184,  908. 
ffaitscJk,  Oenaral.  Bxciudaa  tegittTat  ftom  hia 

lln«a.47L 
Halluway.  BamMO,  888-880,  884. 
Bailacloation  of  Ifemben  of  OonfroHk  4481 
Uamlin,  HannlUal,  Mai,  OppoMa  pajnaoat  for 

deponad  bUtos  418, 441. 
BamllD.  B.  8.,  Oblo,  881 
Bampton,  Moeaa.  Pa^  870, 881;  890, 81 8»  881 
Bamoiond,  U.  fl..  Pa,  19a 
Baaiploa,  Jamei  0.,  Now  Jenav.  870, 8S7« 
flardlng,  Aarvn.  Kj..  409, 470^  476^  439, 
Bardla«,J.JL,IiL.88S. 
Harlan,  Andi«w  J.,  Ind.,  818, 880^  881 
BanNi^  Alasaadar,  Oblo,  881 
Bars  B.  a.  New  York,  86a 
Barriaon,  W.  \L,  Ohio,  88:  Elaetad  PiaaMant, 

148;  Uia  lAaanral,  158;  JUlrca  hat  a  Buwth, 

IM. 
HarriMB,  Blehaid  A.,  Ohio,  479. 
UaiTta,  Irl  Now  York,  480. 
Barrka,  Thomaa  L^  111.,  DanooBcet  Lteonplon 

CooatltaUon,  40S. 
BMklna,  John  B.,  New  York,  411, 44L 
Uaettnn,  Uraal,  New  York,  41L 
Haw^  John  H.,  New  York,  861. 
Haj,  A.  KL,  Now  Jotmt,  881 
Ha}-ea,  Samaal,  Pa.,  881 

Bavtl,  ComoMrclal  relationawltfa,  aiUMBdad,  8& 
Blbhard.  W  iUiam,  Vt ,  818, 888, 880,  CM. 
BaMlricka,  Thomaa  A..  Ind,  871. 
Benky,  Thomea  J.,  Ind.,  88ai,  871,  887. 
Amry,  TAtfUMa,  Pan  Maato  with  Mandi  of  Mr. 

AdaoM,  161 ;  Votea,  187, 810. 
Benry.  William,  Vt,  88%  318,  88^  881 
Hibbafd,  liany,  New  Bampahin,  880,  884  88^ 

871. 
Blekman.  John,  Pa..  Oflbra  laaolatfoa.  881 
ffiffUr  Lav,  lu  exiatenoe  donled,  841 
Boinai  Kllaa  B.,  Now  York,  870,  8Sfi.  86T. 
Bolmaa  laaae  Bi,  Boaiii  Oarolina,  la  aloquan^j 

Inaplrod,  188. 
Hoagland,  Morrla.Ohlo,  818^  888^  380,  Si 
Boluian,  W.  a,  Ind.,  441,  468^  460, 470^ 
Bolt.  Orrln,Ct,  118. 
Hoca,Juai>phP.,IIU8a& 
Booper,  Bainoal,  Maaa.,  497. 
Bofton.  Gilbert,  a  man  of  eolor,  adTtftlaad  9&t 

aala  la  Washington,  88^  81 
Borton,  Y.  a.  46:1.  468,  479. 
Xlowe,  John  W.,  Pa.,  80U  890^  880^  884,  850.  . 
Bowa,  Thomas,  Pa.,  811 
Boward,  WlUlaovphio,  441. 
Bowei  TIrooihy,  Wis.,  480. 
Boward,  Jaeob  M.,  Miohlgaa,  188;  Slgna  addrMi 

Hubbard,  Ilrary,  Now  Hampablrtk  180, 188. 
Hnbbeil,  W.  a.  New  York,  K 
Bodaon,  Chsrka,  Masa.,  166, 909;  Bina 

914 ;  Preuarea  to  defend  author,  81& 
Bungeiford,  Orvllle,  New  York.  881 
MwUiar^  Qoaoral,  Uaoaa  oidar 

aUvai^  471. 
Rant,  Ulram  P.,  New  York,  ISO,  909. 
Hunt,  WasblnRton.  New  York,  881, 970, 887. 
Botchina,  John,  Ohio,  Would  protect  free  blaoka 

in  aoothern  SUUn,  453. 468, 409 ;  WonM  direct 

Marriull  to  diachuve  all  panoaa  not  Impriaon- 

ad  fur  orime,  474,  4T&,  479. 
Baylar,  Jttha,  New  Jersey.  411. 
Bjat^  ThaddMs,  Masa,  BaOiaaf  I 
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boonntttal  440;  b  amUed, 


nilnoK  am  admttUnc  state  oC  66:  Passed,  57. 
Indiana  7arrMory,  Petition  for  Slavery  In.  88; 

PeiiUona    again,   86;    Quakere    remoii»tntia 

aaalBStit,81 
Indian9^  JSntUnde,  Treaty  of  Gamp  Mouttrla, 

79;  Stipakta  to  fiorrander  Slarea,  80;  Called 


on  to  deliver  np,  99^ 

Vlarrpreaenti 
ama.  165;  la  Gorraeted,  IM;  Votea  to  Censure 


IngefBol,  Charlaa  J.,  P^  M 


W 


nta  Mr.  Ad- 


Writer.  186;  Yotes  to  ansuin  Slare-dealeni, 
909;  Mak«a  Beport  in  Ikvnr  of  paying  for 
Amlstad  Slaves  888:  Mo%«a  to  PrtAt  l(i,000 
Copies  and  votea  to  lay  bla  Motion  oo  the  T*- 

Tng»%ol,  OoUlB  M.,  Ct.  896. 861, 877. 

Inxersol,  Joseph  R,  Pa ,  Unites  in  Report  to  pay 

Blava^ealen,  806 ;  Yotes  for  BilU  8<.9 :  to  Cen- 

aure  Author,  187;  Unites  with  Mr.  Davto  in 

BaBart,991. 
Irvine,  James  Fit  VotM,  186.  900, 981  981 987, 

998L 
Ivenon,  Oeerga  A.  Georvis  Dc'clarea  that  all 

attempts  to  save  the  Union  most  fiul,  455,  461 
Irwin,  WiUlam  W.,  Pa^  187,  909. 

Jack9on^  Andreyo^  Advises  removal  of  Maroona 
from  Florlds  78,  79 ;  ConMatent  supporter  of 
Slavery.  9S;  Beclarea  AntI  slavery  cmcoii4M- 
tfMonaiy  cppo€^  to  Byunanity  and  B^Ug- 
ion,  109;  Advlsea  Annexation  of  Texas,  988; 
Patronlxed  Traffic  in  Slaves  805.  470. 

Jackaoo,  W.  F.,  New  York,  81 8,  880, 881 

Jackaoa, ,  Ky.,  469,  470,  479. 

Jack,  7am#s  Pa^  181  909. 

«/amat,  Francit,  Pa.,  1S7,  909. 

James  O.  F..  BbodeUland,  860. 

«/ay,  Jokn,  Negotiatea  Treaty.  10;  Dedarea  de> 
mand  on  B^land  Ibr  deporUd  SUavet  i§ 
afi(<<wsl9. 

J^0ivr9tm,  2%omai  Writes  DecUratlon  of  Ind*- 
Mndeaos  10;  Leader  of  Bepnblican  Party,  80; 
Pardona  men  convicted  of  violating  Seditioa 
Law.  80:  is  Alarmed  at  the  SUve  qoeatkon, 
66,67. 

J(mu^  QmenA,  Mskes  Coatract  with  Indiaas 
941;  lta*pecallar  character,  948;  Declan* 
Slavea  the  property  of  the  United  SUies 
948. 

Jenks  MlchMl,  Ps.  981 

Jenkins  Timothy,  New  York,  970. 

Johnson,  Andrew,  Tenn.,  4S0. 

Johnson,  Perley  B.,  Obis  886. 

Johnaon,  Philip,  Pa.,  463.  469.  475,  480. 

JohnsoB,  Jamea  II,  New  HainptOiIrs  T»fess 
against  AhoUtioB  of  Slave-trade.  967,  »1  981 

Jones  J-  Glancy,  Ps.  861, 871,  8»1 411. 

Jones  Owen,  Ps,  411. 

Jones  George  W.,  lows  899.  891  868,  868. 

Jones  WUliam,  a  Coioied  Mmn,  advertiaad  Ibr 
Sals  918,  910. 

Julian,  George  K^ttA^  Elected  as  an  Advocate 
of  Liberty.  800;  Faila  to  vote  for  W.  J.  Brown, 
808,  818, 880. 884:  Nominated  for  Yioa  Pr«i- 
dent,  867, 468, 460, 410»  479. 

KanmtM,  Deasands  attention,  890.  Invaded  bv 
QiHtaiy  foros  and  civil  war  commenced,  891. 
BUI  admtUlng  as  a  alavo  State  passed  by  Sen- 
nts  and  Preaident  approves  the  war,  891. 
Acta  of  self-etylad  legislature  void.  898.  avll 
war  continues  800.  Self-styled  lesialauire 
pass  an  net  Ibr  forming  a  constitutlos  404. 
kefose  to  snbmlt  it  to  vote  of  peupis  405l 
Lecompton  constitution  transmitted  to  Con- 
gress 407.  Betamed,4U.  People  elect  dele- 
gatea  to  fimn  a  free  Bute  oooaUtutton,  411 
TbpekaooMdtBttoB«>rmed,418L    People  teas 


INDKX: 


408 


parsed,  441. 
Kwma9-K^bratka.  Bill  introduced,  SffiL  Paases 

Senate,  869.     Vote  In  House,  871.     Puaed 

Senate  sa  amended,  872.    Gountrr  congrata- 

lated,  87S. 
KellOflV.  James  W.,  Mich.,  488,  489, 47S.  4T9. 
Kellogg,  OrUndo,  Now  York,  270,  285,  S87. 
Kellogg,  Wtlllam,  Hi..  487,  488, 488, 479. 
Kelly,  John  D..  Pa..  468, 489,  475, 479. 
Keltj,  John.  New  York,  411. 
Kemble,  Oouvernenr,  New  York,  118. 
Kenedr,  Andrew,  Indiana,  188,  S10. 
Kenon,  William.  Oblo,  271,  284,  287,  298, 298. 
Kenyon,  W.  S.,  New  York,  443. 
Keim,  Oeor^  11,  Pa.    Anecdote,  in  note,  167. 
Kerrigan.  Jamee  E.,  New  YorkM79. 
Kins,  Preeton,  New  York.     Vide  note  Mge, 

286.    Votes,  887,  800,  802,  818,  880,  883. 
King,  Daniel  P.,  Maaa^  284,  2(0,  270,  286,  818, 

820,  880,  884. 
King,  Jamee  0.,  New  Jersey,  818, 88a  880, 884 
King,  John  A.,  New  York,  815,  828,  829,  88a 
King,  Qeorge  P.,  Khode  Island,  828,  829, 88a 
Ktllinger,  J.  W.,  Pa.,  468.  47& 
Kligore,  David,  Indiana,  427. 
Klrkpatrick,  Littleton,  New  Jersey. 
Klinging.  Bmith,  John,  Pa.,  118. 
Knappt  A.  L.,  III.,  479. 
Knight,  N.  R.,  Rhode  Island. 
Know-Nothlng   party,   888L     Their  doetrtnei, 

888.    Hold  convention,  897.    Propose  union 

With  Bepahlicana,  897.    Their  politicAl  death, 

899. 
KomMy    Invited  to  the  United  States  868. 

BfTects  of  bis  visit,  868. 
Kubns,  Joseph  IL,  Pa.,  850, 861. 
Knrts,  W.  Ul,  Pa^,  861, 87L 

Lahn,  Samael  Ohio,  871,  S86»  287,  291. 

Lane,  James  IL,  Kansas,  871, 480. 

Lane,  Henry  8.,  Indiana,  188, 210,  4Sa 

iMidy,  James,  Pa.,  411. 

Lansing,  New  York,  463, 468, 475^  479. 

Larabe,  Charles  H ,  Wis.,  4aL 

Latham,  M.  8.,  Cal.,  480. 

Z<MO,  Iniamationals  880,  861. 

Zaw,  EighMT.    Its  ezistenoe  denied,  846L 

Law,  John,  Indiana,  469,  47^  4T9. 

Lawrence,  WilUam,  Ohio.  41L 

Lawrence,  Joseph,  Pa.,  161, 187, 210. 

Lawrence,  Sidney,  New  York,  270, 285.  270. 

Lawrence,  W.  F.,  New  York.  270^  28^  27a 

Lasear,  Jease.  Pa.,  46S,  475,  480. 

Leach,  De  Witt  a,  Mich.,  412. 

Leary,  C.  L.,  Maryland,  479. 

Leavltt,  Bev.  Joshoa.  Meets  with  Mends  of  Mr. 
Adama,  161.    Acts  on  oomaiittee,  162. 

Lehman,  W.  B.,  Pai^  430. 

Leldy,  Paul,  Pa.,  411. 

Levin,  Lewis  C,  Pa,  284,291, 298,  828, 880. 

life,  Uberty,  and  bapptaeas  are  nataral  rlgfata, 
la  Equally  the  gift  of  God  to  all  men,  17. 
NopetBon  to  be  deprived  of  hy  Federal  Gov- 
ernment, 88. 

LUly,  Bamael,  New  Jersey,  871. 

Louis.  Archibald,  New  York,  186. 209,  214. 

Lincoln,  Abraham.  Illino1^  2n,  284,  287.  Nom- 
inated fur  President,  44&  Has  but  little  Con- 
£es5lonal  support,  44a  A  danseroos  man, 
4.  Inaugurated  President,  462.  Asserts 
d«>ctrlnea,  462.  His  cabinet,  468.  Convenes 
Omgress,  469l     VuU  ^^Fr^MdvrUr 

Limited  powers  of  Ck>vernm«nt,  10,  60,  61. 

LitUideid, N.  8.,  Mcl,  186,  209.  318,  827. 

Loekhart,  James,  Indiana,  861. 

Logan,  Henry,  Pa.,  118. 

Logan,  John  A.,  IlL  441,  448,  468. 

Loomia,  Arpbazed,  New  York,  136,  209, 214. 

*  \Dwlght,Ct,4«S,«9,47^4». 


LmiiibBft  >ac«^  45T. 

Levefoy.  Owen,  III     PrMents  reecdatioB,  487 

44»,  469, 475, 476, 479. 
Lowell,  Joshua  A.,  Me.,  209. 
Lynde,  WiUlam  P.,  WiA,  28^  287. 

Mace,  Dan,  Ind..  861. 

Maclay,  W.  B.,  New  York,  284,  270,  291. 411. 

Jfaifie,  Admission  of  opposed,  59;  Bill  for,  at- 
taobed  to  that  of  Missouri,  63 ;  Hoase  di8sgree^ 
64;  Senate  recedea  and  Bill  passed,  64;  a«iv- 
ernor  of;  called  to  deliver  up  Mjister  of  Ship. 
189. 

Mann,  Abljah,  New  York,  Avows  doctrine,  Ii>9. 

Mann,  Job^  Pa.,  270,  284,  287,  818,  823,  38:> 
884. 

Mann,  Horace,  818. 828, 829,  881 

Marcband,  Albert  O.,  187, 2o9. 

Mallory,  Robert,  Ky,,469,  470,  419, 479. 

Martin,  P.  8.  New  York,  86a 

Martin,  Charles  D.,  Ohio,  441, 448. 

Marah,  George  P.,  Vt,  284, 281, 285^  9BT. 

Marston,  GilTman,  N.  H.,  479. 

Maraball,  Thomas  F.,  Kv.,  Moves  amendment  to 
Resolution  of  .Expulsion.  162;  his  8|>eeob 
thereon,  and  Incidents,  168, 165, 16a 

Marshall,  Samuel  &,  III,  896^  886, 411. 

Marshall,  Edward,  CaL,  861. 

Marshal  of  District  of  Oolnmbta,  Imprwms  free 
persons,  474;  Refines  to  abandon  this  moral 
Piracy,  474 

Marvin,  Dudley,  28^  289. 

Maroons  of  Florida,  76 ;  Massacred  at  Btonnt*» 
Fortj  77 :  Removal  of;  IB;  they  Massacra  Dade 
and  his  Command,  78. 

Massachuaetta  People  petition  to  ba  exempt 
lh>m  the  crimes  and  dugraoe  of  Slavery,  212 ; 
Petition  tat  Equal  Beprenntatlon,  aeoordlng 
to  Population,  220 ;  Reports  tliereon,  221 :  Sen- 
ate refuses  to  print  Memorial,  221 ;  Bends 
Agent  to  South  Carolina  to  teat  Law,  841 ;  For- 
hide  the  usa  of  her  Jails  lo  Inmriaen  Slaves, 
842w 

Mason,  Sampson.  Ohioi,  188, 209. 

Mason,  James  11,  Virginia,  Opooosa  printing 
Resolutions  firom  Vermont.  810;  Inuroduceti 
FugiUve  Slave  Bill,  822;  Makes  Report  in 
fkvor  of  discharging  Walker,  415;  Makes  Re- 
port anlnst  right  of  Visitation,  417;  lalerro- 
ntss  John  Brown,  435;  Makes  Report  ft-um 
Committee,  487 ;  Asserts  that  a  Mob  la  Massa- 
chusetts released  Mr.  Sanborn,  489. 

Mathews,  Jamea,  Ohio,  186,  208, 98a 

Mattocks,  Jonn,  Vt,  188, 209. 

Mattuot,  Joshua, Ohio,  188,  209. 

Mattes^,  O.  b3«w  York«  880, 884. 

Maynard,  Horace,  Ten  n.,  480. 

Maxwell,  P.  B.,  New  Jersey,  186, 209. 

MoCauslan,  William,  Ohio,  28a 

McClellan,  Rohert,  Now  York,  281, 285,  287, 29a 


McClellan,  General,  Issues  Proclamation  promis- 
ing to  put  down  Slave  lasnrreotlon,  46a 
MoClemand,  John  A.,  III.,  28a  267, 284,  287,  291, 


288,816,828,880,884,463,469. 
McCorole,  Joseph  W.,  Cal,  856^  86L 
McDonald,  Moses,  Me.,  88L 
McDonald,  J.  £.,  Ind.,  884. 
McDougal,  James  a,  Cfel.,  871, 48a 
MoDowaI,J.J.,Oblo,28a 
McUvain,  Abraham  R.,  284. 868, 270, 237. 
McKisaock,  Thomas,  New  York,  82^  880, 881 
McKean,  J.  B.,  New  York,  468, 489, 475^  47a 
McKnight,  Robert,  Pa^  44a 
McKeon,  John,  New  York,  16a  20a 
MoKennore,  Thomas  F.,  Pa.,  20a 
McLanahan,  James  H.,  Pa.,  86L 
McKibbeo,J.a,CaL,4n. 
McNair.  John,  Pa.,  856, 87t 
McPherson^.  yi^lSf^4mA1^«^«% 
McGaughOTt  K>  ■^  t  uu^  wmm 
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MfMkmi,  Jmms*  yt^  Ml^  JUL  SMa  SMb 

Ifadtll,  WUHam,  Ohio.  1M,  flOtl 

KMd«,  Bicbvd  K.,  Smdo  betwMS  him  aad  Mr. 

Doer.aoOi 
Mraiea,  J.  W^  Ky^  4m,  470, 418^  41fk 
MieMffan,  Pro(«rti  ^firiuc  tb«  Ezttnalon  of 

inn«r,  «r  W.,  Nev  J«iMT,  PronoonoM  Oompro- 

mlMiiwt,854,860. 
Mlll«t»  fimlih,  Ind.,  8TL  8ML 
Mai«r,J«ieph,  Ohio.  111. 
MUler,  Johu  K^  Ohio,  M7.  STl,  S84,  SST,  S91,  Sn^ 

81«t«4 
pilMOQri,  Bill  for  ftdmltttas,  8»<B6;  SnlifMt  ab- 
^  aorto  public  ftttentloii,  60;  OompromlM,  18 ; 

ConaUtutionalitj  ot,  U,  65;  Mr.  Adunft*  opln- 

loB,  6^  64;  EzoladM  eolorad  p<anont,  66:  Ob- 

toeled  to,  70-72;  Mr.  Oaft  BMoIatloni,  ft; 

Btirta  admitted,  78. 
MtaMmri  CompromtM,  Prmaltloii  to  BapcdL 

865;  Aildrms  respeellni,  866;  Tbrea  thouMiid 

•ad  fifty  GlergjmeA  EiBonilrattv  867 ;  Yoto 

ID  Mnatof  860. 
MitobaU,  WlUlam.  lBd.^46e^  468, 47& 
MoDtgomerj.  WllllaoiJPa^  411, 441, 449. 
UooTt,  £11,  New  Tork,  Fremts  Memorial  Air 

eiaverr,  130. 
Moore,  H.  D.,  Pa.,  818, 818, 880, 861. 
Morehead,  James  iL,  Pa.,  468, 475, 480. 
Moigaa,  Chrlatopber.  New  Tork,  M8 ;  Slgna  Ad- 

dreaa,814. 
Morgan,  Edwin  D.,  New  Toric,  Proteoti  Bam- 

Der^  body,  894. 
Morrill,  Anaon  P.  Mei.,  471 
Morrill,  Justin  L.,  Vt,  468, 468, 480. 
Morrill,  Lot  M.,  Ifei,  4S0. 
Morria,  OUvary,  Ohio,  188,  SIO. 
Morria,  Jonathan  D.,  Ohio,  818. 
Morria,  £.  Joy,  Pa.,  44& 
Morria,  Jamea  B.,  Ohio,  460, 475, 4T9. 
Morrta,  Isaao  N.,  IlL,  458.  441, 44a 
Morria,  JoMph,  Ohio^  S8fi»  885^  S87,  291,  880, 

MorriaoB,  John  A^  Pa.,  861. 
Morrow,  Jeremiali,  Ohlo^  IBS,  flia 
Morse;,  Freeman  H.,  891,  888. 
Moseley,  W.  A.,  New  Tork,  981 
MinuUppi,  Bute  ot,  Becedea,  457. 
Marrny,  Ambrose  L.,  New  Tork,  881 

IkMonal  Whig,  aasalls  Means.  PaIft«T,  Took. 

and  Otddlnga,  961 
Natnral  rights  of  all  men  to  lil!^  llbertr.  and 

happlneas,  10,  861,  89.     North  American  Btatea 

hoM  to,  81.    Enaotment  against  void,  88, 849. 

Baaia  of  Bepabliean  government,  89^ 
Ktaro  Troops    Preeiaent  nrged  to  dnnst,  481 

A  brigade  of  at  Ctnelnnatl,  486i     Fonr  regi- 
ments at  New  Orleana,  485. 
Nelson,  WUUam,  NewToik,  986,  818^  8S8»  880. 

888w 
Neia,Heni7,  Pa.,  984,967. 
Newell.  W.  A,  New  Jersey,  987, 880. 
New  England,  adheres  to  platfonn  adopted  at 

Phlladetpbla,  466. 
New  Tork  Legislatuvs  resoWea  sgainst  admla- 

albn  of  Knnsas  as  a  slave  State,  41 1    Abandons 

Philadelphia  platform,  466. 
New  Jersey  oppoaed  to  eztenaloa  of  akvery, 

99a 
Neamltb,  J.  W.,  Oregon,  480. 
NewhMd,  Peter,  Pa.,  187,  910. 
NlbbK:k.  W.  £.,  ladlana,  411, 441, 448. 
Niool,  Henry,  New  fork,  870.  987.  990. 
Nixon,  Juhn,  New  Jersey,  448,  466, 475,  479. 
Noble,  Warren  P.,  Ohio,  468, 460, 475^  479. 
North  Carolina  seoedes,  465. 
Northern   States  repeal  their  bwa  for  protMt- 

ing  ftise  colored  people,  459. 
Hofsnt,  Bobert  a,  Ohio,  466|  470^  4m 


OpOobmII,  BMlal,  TIm  Irish 

tenged  by  Mr.  Stevenson,  191. 
Odell,  Moaes  F^  New  Tork,  468.  469, 475.  470. 
Me,  Andrew  J.,  Pa.  S18l  82^  880. 
Onio,  Democratic  legialature  of  assert  duiiliViast 

Olda,  Sdaoa  Bl,  Ohio,  818, 880, 861,  SH. 
Oligaroha.    Hold  alavery  a  permanent  blesaing^ 

Olln,  Abram  B.,  468, 469, 476, 479. 
Olivw,  WilHam,  New  T«>rk,  186,  900. 
Oregon.    BUI  to  toke  poesesalon  o^  847-0. 
Oppression.    Advocates  of  serving  In  all  depait- 

menu  of  OovemmeoL 
Osbom.Thoroaa  A,  Ct,  186,  V^. 
OtSa,  Harrison  O.,  Maas.    Changes  position,  6L 
Otia,  John.  M«u,  899,  881 
Owen,  Bobect  Dale,  Indiana,  981 . 

Piack^oo.  Lewis.  Gsae  o^  988,  989:  Yid^  **i>f«- 
periifmmeiC* 

Paeker,  Andrew,  Pa.,  861, 87L 

Palfrey,  John  O.,  Maao.,  Is  aasalled,  «6S;  His 
character,  966 ;  Speech  and'  Incident,  979 :  Ula 
motion  and  spee<di,  980 ;  Asks  leave  to  intro- 
duce a  bill,  981 986. 

Palmer,  John,  New  Tork,  11& 

Parmenter,  William,  Mam.,  186.  909. 


Parker,  Amasa  J.,  New  Tori^  118. 

Parliament  of  Great  Britain  diacoasea  General 
Bntler^  Orderj467. 

Parker,  Bamnel  w..  Ind. 

Partridge,  Bamnel,  New  Tork,  186,  909. 

Patterson,  Thomas  J.,  New  Tork,  981 

Patton,  John,  Pa^  468,  476, 479,  480. 

Panlding,  Commodore,  Parsnes  and  btfhgs  back 
Walker  fhim  Central  America,  414;  Itecelves 
vote  of  thanks,  499. 

Pierce,  Franklin,  as  President,  recommends  pay- 
ment for  slaves  on  board  Amistad,  869;  Sends  ' 
his  annual  Mcaaage  to  House  pending  election  of 
Speaker,  886 ;  Beads  second  Message  while  that 
body  ia  unorganised,  988;  Beads  lectures  to 
people  in  hialast  Measage,  899;  Charged  wlih 
official  mendacity,  400. 

Pearoe,  Jamea  A^  liaryland,  48C. 

Peace  Congreaa  propoaed,  450;  Elects  John  Ty- 
ler to  pisaide,  Ita  action,  468. 

PcMlee,  a  BL,  New  Hampshire,  981  S96,  818, 
897,881 

Peck,  Lucius  B.,  Yt,  970,  987,  81S,  89S,  889, 880^ 

Pendleton,  Nath.  G.  Ohio,  210. 

Pendleton,  G.  H.,  Ohio,  411,  441,  46S,  469,  4TS, 
470. 

Pennlmaa,  B.  J.,  Mlehisan,  895. 

Pennington,  Alexander  M.  a,  New  Jeisey,  Can- 
didate itor  Speaker,  886;  Signs  report  for  ex- 
pelling Mr.  Brooka  896. 

Pennington,  late  Governor  of  New  Janey,  Elect- 
ed Speaker,  486l 

Pennsylvania  abandons  doctrlnea  enoDeiated  at 
Philadelphia,  466. 

Petit,  John,  Ind.,  868. 809. 

PeUtion,  Bight  of,  aappreaasd,  119 ;  Debated,  190^ 
15& 

Pugh,  George  B^  Ohto,  Advocates  payment  for 
Mported  alavea,  418;  Bebaked  by  Southern 
men,  486;  Denies  that  Senate  possesses  Jadi- 
elal  power,  48a 

Phelps,  Lanncelot,  Ot,  11& 

Phelps,  Samnet,  Yt,  810,  388. 

Phelps,  John  S..  Missouri,  479. 

Phelps.  F.  G.,  Gal.,  479. 

Philadelphia  protsste  sgalnst  Importing  slaves  to 
New  Orleans,  81 

PhUo$ophy  which  teaches  that  deception,  fraud, 
and  crime  are  necessary  to  the  support  of  gOT- 
emment,  Is  daBgeron^  401  407, 441  ^S- 

Pike,  F.  A,  Me,  46<i,  47^  479. 

Pitman,  F,  a  W.,  Pa.,  818^  898, 880. 
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FlamaMr,  Arnold,  Qti,  187,  SOtL 

Polk,  JamM  E^  in  bis  InangonL  oiatms  whoI« 
ofOrMon,  247 ;  Aflke  ftdvloe  of  Bonnte  and  re- 
eedoBi^SO;  Propoaaa  to  witbdiAW  army  from 
Mezloo^S&S. 

PoUock,  JamM,  Pa.,  884, 270,  S87,  8SS,  SM. 

Pomeror,  F.  M^  New  York,  468, 409, 476^  470l 

Piimeroy,  S.  O,  Kanoaa,  489. 

Portar,  AafrustaB,  Michigan,  BeAuea  to  aapport 
eoastwlM  alave-trada^  188;  Yotaa  alone  for 
laying  raaalntions  on  toble,  140. 

Portar,  Albert  G..  Ind.,  466»  468, 47^  479. 

Potter,  B  D ,  Ohio,  284 

Potter,  Elif^ha.  Bbode  Uland.  281 

Potter,  John  F.,  Wia.,  469,  47& 

Pmtt.  Zadoc.  New  York,  284 

Pr«sldent*8  Attempts  to  follow  Enr<^teao,  18; 
Prealdent  regarda  them  binding,  7& 

Preeldent  LinoolD  convenes  CJongrvea,  466 ;  Signs 
ConOseaiion  and  Smanolpatton  biU,  470 :  8et« 
aside  General  Fremont's  proolamatioo  or  free- 
dom, 471;  Bets  aside  General  Hnnter>  pro- 
olamatlon  of  emancipation,  471 ;  BeAues  to  re- 
ceive nei;ro  troops,  484;  Constrained  to  not, 
435;  First  Proclamation  of  Freedono,  486; 
Second  Proclamation  of  Freedom,  4S& 

Price,  B.  M.,  New  Jersey,  858. 


Primal  Tmihs,  Policy  of  aaierttnft  disearded  by 
Clay,  Webster,  and  CaIhoan,l98:  Asserted 
and  explained,  409 ;  The  inraslon  of  thcee  rights 


eonatitnte  crime,  410,  412,  428;  Are  evaded, 
4U;  Are  not  vindicated  by  Sepablican  Senas 
tora,  886;  Propoaitton  to  assert  them  in  plat- 
form rejected,  445;  Preeldent  elected  on  Flat- 
form,  447 ;  Voice  of  people.  448 ;  Are  the  cause 
of  Sonth  Carolina's  aeoession,  458;  Congress 
legislated  fur  Slavery,  464:  Bnt  are  compelled 
to  retain  primal  trath^  488 ;  The  conaUtatton 
the  price  for  which  war  was  waged,  486. 

Prentiss,  John  H.,  New  York,  llC 

Prentiaa.  SamaeL  Vt,  18a 

Proffit,  George  fiL,  Ind.  188. 194, 810. 

Property  In  man,  40;  Denied,  8Ql  87-81;  Bns- 
Uined  by  Judiciary,  91,  99 :  Said  to  be  clear, 
103;  Dented  by  Jnstlce  MoLettD,  15SL  168; 
Again  rejected,  248-246. 

Pnrdy,  L  N.,  New  York.  281 

Pntnam,  Harvey,  New  York,  870;  886,987, 818) 
880L 

Qtti&en,  netiUon  for  abolition  of  slaTO-tndA, 
15,19,26,27,28,42,48,98.  Withdraw  foUow- 
•hlp  from  slaveholders,  89L  Persons  emaaei- 
pat«d  are  re-enslaved,  81  They  protest  against 
iDtrodnctlon  of  slavery  into  Inolaaiu  86.  As- 
sert that  free  nesrbes  are  kidnapped  in  New 
Jersey,  MaryUno,  and  Pennsylvanii^  and  sold 
South,  87. 

Bamsy,  BoberC,  Pa^  810. 

Bamsey,  Alexander,  Pa-  881 

Bandall  Benjamin,  Me.J8^  809. 

Bandolph.  John,  Ya.  Sloqnently  eipoow  Ur- 
bariam  of  alave-trade  in  l>.  0^  41.  MoTsa  to 
reconsider  vote  admitting  UissonrI,  01  Aa- 
saila  Mr.  Clay,  61.  Lecturea  Soatbem  mem- 
bers, 87. 

Bathbnn,  George,  Now  York,  881 

Bavnor,  Kenneth,  North  Oarohna.  Ttkm  pod- 
Uhn  to  defend  anUM*,  881 

Beddtaig,  John  B^  New  Hampahire,  186, 909. 

Bedpatn,  Jaraea.  Befosea  to  appear  beme  Sen- 
ate committee.  487. 

Beed,  Charles  mL  Pa..  881 

B««id,  Bobert  BTPn^  818,  880^  881 

Beynolds,  Gideon,  New  York,  886,  887,  818, 880L 

Beyllold^  John,  111.,  867.  884,  891,  898, 880,  881 

Beturn  of  mother  and  six  cblldren  bom  In  Penn- 
sylvania lo  bondage,  860. 

MtpubUcan  Furtyy  pledged  to  vote  for   M 


maawhowoM  not  MMWn  ri|^  of  pelltion, 
888L  The  oonteat  opened,  888w  General  move- 
ment in  fovor  of  reorganlzlDg,  886.  The  call 
for  eonvenUon,  897.  The  platform,  897- & 
Discard   Know-Nothlnga,   89a      A   poUtieal 

Kwer,  899.  Oppoae  extension  of  slavery,  400. 
ocess  becomes  evident,  402.  Their  dsnger, 
407.  They  become  confident,  412.  Have  a 
latge  minority  in  Uouae  of  Bepresentativea, 
426k  Difflcnity  from  Whig  members,  421 
They  ilBar  iniloenoe  of  slaveholdera,  480.  Kx- 
hibilposlllanimi^r.  481  Besort  to  Whig  prac- 
tice, 48&  Abandoned  by  Mr.  Seward,  409. 
Make  no  preparation  for  war,  46L  A  Bopub- 
lican  President  inaagnrated,  402.  Come  into 
fhll  poasesslon  of  Government,  466.  Senators 
and  Bepresentativea  ttom  Ohio  follow  Mr. 
Seward'a  policy,  466.  In  several  States  they 
nominate  and  elect  Democrats  who  liad  al  waya 
aapported  alavery  and  opposed  Bepoblieana, 
461  Bepablican  doctrlnea  only  meaaa  of  ro- 
etoring  peace,  47& 

Beformora.    Spnm  policy  of  Clay  and  Webster, 
and  Cass  and  Calhonn,  488. 

Rhode  Island  proteeU  against  eztenaion  of  slav- 
ery, 87a  _  ^^  _        _    _ 
-  .    ^  „  .      ....  .—  ^^ 


,        -.  .  884,  291,  898,  898. 

880, 881  861,  888,  468,  479. 

Biddia,  A.  G.,  Ohio,  468, 469,  479. 

Bldgeway,  Joseph,  Olilo,  18a  209. 

Bl^  Lewis,  New  York,  209. 

Btan,  PeterB.,  New  Jeney,  441, 448. 

BisEy,  BlUah,  New  York,  81& 

Bitchie,  Thomaa  Expelled  from  Senate  cham- 
ber, 267. 

Bitohey,  Jamea,  Ohlo^  267, 871, 287, 89t 

Bitter,  John,  Pa.,  881 

Bobbina,  Asher,  Bbode  Island,  129. 

Bobinaon,  OrvUle.New  York,  284. 

Boblnaon,  John  L,  Indiana,  867,  881  887,  891 
818, 880. 881  866,  861.  871. 

Bobbins,  John,  Pa.,  81%  828, 884. 

Bobinaon,  J.  Q,  111^  441, 445, 468, 468^  479. 

BoohhilL  WiUiam,  Indiana,  871, 287. 

BockweU,  JaUnarMaaa,  881  970,  886^  818^  888^ 

BockWeO,  John  A.,  Ct,  881 887. 

Bogera,  Oharlea,  New  York,  881 

Boulna,  Jamsa  8.,  Michigan. 

BolUns,  B.  H.,  New  Hampshire,  468,  409,  476^ 
4,79. 

Boosevelt,  Jsmea  J.,  New  York,  186, 809. 

Boee,  Bobert  U,  New  York,  870, 887, 888. 880, 8n. 

Boss,  Thomas,  Pa.,  866, 861. 

Boot,'Joseph  M.,  Ohio.  Exposes  slaveholding 
management,  89a  Elected  as  an  advocate  w- 
liberty,  800.  Befhaes  to  vote  for  W.  J.  Brown, 
80a  Tindlcatca  himself  and  friends,  809.  Of- 
fers important  resolntion,  8ia  Maintains  It, 
818,  880,  880, 881 

Bamny,  David,  New  York,  (Bamsy,  in  text,) 
885,887,816,82a 

Bnasell,  Jeremiah,  New  York,  881 

Boasell,  W.  T.,  New  York,  41L 

Saeket,  W.  A.,  New  York,  880l 

Sample^  Samnel  O,  Ind.,  Makes  Beport,  88L 

Sanborn,  F.  B.,  Preaents  Petition,  48a 

Sandford,  John,  New  York,  800. 

Saigeaat  John,  Pa.,  Opposes  Slavery  In  Mis- 

aonri  70, 809L 
Sergeant  A.  A.,  Gti.,  479. 
Sawtol,  Onllen,  Me..  818, 889, 881 


'^' 


,  X/UIIVU,  jav..  Ol^  0*«,  fMTk 

r,  WUliam,  Ohio,  807. 870, 866, 887, 891, 890, 


Sanlabnry.  WUUam,  Del,  480. 
Schermerbom,  A.  M.,  New  York,  818L 
8813e0^8iL 
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fiotMtt  0., CVhto,  M,  «n;  Oflkn  n 
Atnendmetit  f79;  PropoMS  to  wlClulrmw  Ar- 

•    my  from  M«kIoo,  263. 

Bchoolortn.  John  1.,  New  York,  91%  8I0»  181. 

fi«raaton,  O.  W.,  Pa ,  M. 

Beott,  a  Z.«Ctl.,  411.441. 

B«0(M«n  Zen«>,  Ham,,  9M, 

Seofion,  First  Seiei«ioii.l1<-118;  Vlratin>T»- 
ment  towtrds  Final  9(n-e«rioo,  890 ;  flaeWMlon 
ft>f«tol4,887;  Declared  Monstrous  in  Prlnd- 
pK  Mid  IXestnictive  in  PrscUoe,  8M;  Dtamed 


/  to  preserve  HImverr,  461c 

8earinc,  John  A..  New  York,  411. 

Bedffewick,  G.  &«  New  York,  468. 4«,  «l^  4T». 

Seward,  William  H..  Presenti  PetitloBa^  80i, 
838;  Demands  hearing  A>t  Free  Btatea,  888; 
Closes  Debate  on  Clerfymen't  MemorUlf  868 ; 
Offers  BeeolutUm  r«e|feetin|r  Ontrag*  on  Mr. 
Bamner,  894;  Unites  with  Mr.  Mmoh  fn  de- 
nflng  right  of  V\*\  atfon,  41T ;  Doelwsi  bo 
wlU  n«4  reoitgnixe  P^»pert7  In  MSB,  418 ;  Thir- 
ty tbouand  dolUrs  offered  for  hto  hoad.  496; 
Is  Oaadidate  Uv  President,  468;  Bemaricabto 
Bpeeeh,  4&9 ;  Mr.  Iveraon  sayv  1m  wIU  md 
PtrmU  War,  480:  Is  appointed  Bewetarr  of 
State,  488;  bis  CurrespimdoQce  with  our  Min- 
Istor  at  London,  46<l;  Followed  PoU^oTHar- 
lisoo.  Tyler.  Tkjior,  and  Fiilmorsi  4ML 

Shank,  John  O,  Ind.,  466, 476^  47ll 

Shannon.  Wilson.  8T1. 

Bhaw,  Tristram,  New  Bampshlrot  806. 

Shaw,  Aaron,  III,  411. 

Shell,  George  IL,  Oregon.  4T6. 

Bhellebarge'r,  Baniael,  Ohio,  468^  468^  4nK,  4T8L 

Bhennan,  J.  N.,  New  York,  463^  466,  47M79. 
laa,  John,  Ohio,  ts  Oandidate  for  Bpenkor, 
is  timid  under  taunts  and  aneen  or  Slave- 
hoidert,  499;  Kefhees  to  answer  IntoirogatD- 
ries,  489;  Withdraws  as  a  Csodldata^  4811 

Bieklea,  Daniel  K.,  Nfw  York,  411. 

Simmons.  J.  F.,  Abode  Island,  440|  480L 

SHnonds,  Bamoel,  Ct.  984. 

Bkelton,  a  U ,  New  JerseT.  860. 

Blade,  WillUm,  Vt,  Presents  PetiUonk  11#;  Fro- 

▼okca  Beoession,  117;   Presents  Besolutlona, 

294;  Attends  meeUng  of  Friends  of  Mr.  Ad- 

•  ama,  161 ;  Pobli»bea  Owd,  1S8 ;  Slgw  Addliwii 

914;  Untiring  in  his  labors,  916. 

81090$,  Deported,  vid4  Deported  BlmTWi 

Imported   into  New  Orieans,  84:   Into 

United  States,  thnragh  Amelia  Island,  6&. 

Annnsliy  Imported  into  United  Btatei,  T6l 

Bet  free  by  Shipwreck  on  Britisb  lakndi, 

114;  OompensaUon  ibr,  112, 118;  114 
'  Are  not  Property,  86-91. 

Collie  paesea  Capitol,  196, 191 

■  Fngitive  Slaves  surrendered  ttider  Ooh- 

faderaUon,  19;  Nvribem  Members  Toto  for 
Fugitive  Aet,  99;  Act  used  to  enskva  Free- 
men, 95;  Indians  ngree  to  return,  90;  Proposi- 
tlon  to  pay  Masters  for,  91 ;  South  domands  • 
more  stringent  Law,  81;  Provoker  Dobateu 
89 ;  Leave  their  Masters  and  setUe  in  Florida, 
88;  Freemen  Enslaved,  44 :  the  South  again 
demands  a  more  elllolent  Law,  46;  Osnao  of 
the  flrst  Seminole  War,  46;  Cauio  of  the 
second  Seminole  War,  99-1  Ul;  Msssaero  of 
Major  Dade  and  bis  Command,  101;  these 
Causes  kept  from  the  People,  109;  Blood- 
hounds employed,  135: 

^.New  Fngltlve  Bill  introduoed,  899;  Op- 
posed. 889;  Psssea  Senate,  888;  YoteofHovM, 
884,  885;  First  Yictlm,  840;  Fogltlvw  1a 
Pennsylvania  shot.  840;  President  approrea, 
841 ;  Sbadrack  escapes  to  Canada,  849 ;  Pleat- 
dent's  ProclamaUun,  848L 

8Utt>e0  foho  JSseape^  Declared  atrocious,  616; 
Mssters  aothurized  to  slay,  408;  are  shot  by 
Deputr  Ma^abal^  408. 

Blave-trwla,  Coastwise,  Prohlbitod  by  Tnttty  of 


Ohaot  178;  Slsyendilpik  174;  CmH^  176; 
Hr.  Webstef^  Tiewa^  171^  Deelares  TraOe 
LmifHi,  1T8;  History  of  ibis  Traffio,  176-178; 
Author  presents  Kotolntlono  oonoerning;  174: 
ta  Censured,  188. 

Ahms  of  rebel  masters  Smanelnated,  466. 

Aaoerif,  Forty  Memliers  fri>m  Free  States  vMe 
to  extend,  8il :  Slav««rv  and  Freedoui  meet  in 
ooin  conflict,  90;  BNtties  fouffht  to  eetahlMi 
Slavery  In  Kansas.  899;  Cunstltates  leadiiic 
feature  in  the  Southern  Ooiifederaey,  460;  At 
riean  SlaTO-trade  reopened,  40U;  Secnnd  by 
Besolntlon  of  Senate,  417;  Slavery  and  tha 
Union  in  death-airiifqrle.  470;  Uirht  to  Smaa- 
elpato  Slaves  denied.  476;  All  i^upport  of  Slav- 
ery endangers  Oovernuif  nt.  488.  % 

Blavehoiders,  while  denouncing  Nortliem  men 
Ibr  Mttoting  questions  of  Slavery,  denonneo 
Northtm  men  for  rrplving  to  them.  847;  Felt 
the  soeptre  of  power  dldiug  from  tholr  grasp, 
860l 

Bltvo-etffeeher  slain,  877. 

aUn^-pvwtr,  Pandyaed.  and  Its  presUga  lost,  414. 

Shwa,  A.  a.  Wis.,  4i«.  47^  480. 

BUoer.  Bar.  Henry,  Looks  upon  borroi*  of  Slave- 
tnoe  unmoved,  978;  Inctdenta,  9781 

Smart,  R  K.,  Me.,  S84,  9S8w 

Smith,  Truman,  Ct,  186,  900;  SIM  Addreas, 
914:  Joins  in  Report  to  pay  for  deported 
BhiTe^  981, 98^  8881 

Smith,  Albert,  New  York,  984. 

Smith,  Themaa.  Ind.,  98& 

Smith,  Caleb  fr,  Ind.,  '286,  967.  9^4,  99T. 

Smith,  E.  H.,  New  York,  468.  468,  471 

Bmith,  Gorritt,  New  York.  Character  of,  874; 
Bfgas  Address,  876.  Reported  by  Democratic 
Committee  of  New  York  as  involved  in  Raid 
of  John  Brown,  496 ;  Commences  Suit,  and  tbo 
Committee  book  down  and  pay  Coats,  426 

South  Carolina,  Lectures  Northern  States  fbr 
eleotinc  Harrison,  947*  llesolntioos  of  her 
LegislatUTB,  489;  Her  Bepreaentativea  rrtiro 
from  Congress,  45]  ;'  Causes  of  Seoesaton,  451. 

S^nthom  Confederacy  formed,  466. 

Southern  Members  arrogant  and  dietafcorlal,  696. 

Spanldlnc,  K  G.,  New  York,  468s469, 476l 

Spinner,  Francis  Bu,  New  York,  376. 

St  John,  Henry,Obto,  985. 

St  John,  Daniel  B,  New  York,  970. 98S.  667. 

Starkweather,  O.  A.,  New  York,  95A  988. 

BtolsoB,  SamneL  New  York.  284^  818,  68S,  6S4. 

Steele,  W.  G.,  New  Jerwy,  468,  476. 479. 

Btaole,  John  B.,  New  York,  468,  469, 475, 476. 

Stewart,  John,  Ct.  984. 

Stewart,  Andrew,  Fa,  984.  90Sw 

StoTone,  Thaddeus,  Pa.,  Nominated  Ibr  Speaker, 
886.  Confronta  SIsvebolders,  4S6.  Tantaliios 
them,  980,  469,  475.  Charges  daaign  upon 
General  HaHeck,  476.  479. 

Strong,  Selah  a.  New  York.  984 

Strong,  William,  Pa.,  984.  S2& 

Strohen,  John,  Pa.,  969,  2M,  983,  987. 

Btokely,  BamneU  Ohio.  186,  909. 

Stuart,  John  F.,  III.  1^8,  910. 

Stuart,  Oharlm  E.,  Mich ,  856, 809, 871.  AdmiU 
ohanga  of  Opinion  in  his  Sute,  879.  Oppoees 
Leoompton  Constitution.  405.  Opposed  to  the 
President  407.  Votes  to  psy  for  deported 
SUvee,  413. 

Sturgeon,  Daniel,  Pk,  869. 

Sumner,  Charles,  One  of  the  Senators  who  do- 
maoded  a  bearing  for  the  Free  SUtea,  886. 
Signs  Addreas  to  tb,»  People,  866.  Chsrseter- 
izes  Bill  reMsllng  Missouri  Compromise,  867. 
Replies  to  Senator  Jonee,  874  la  severe  on 
Mr.  Butler.  89&  Is  stricken  down  In  Senate 
Chsmber,  894  Re[>n'e«nt8  MasMChusstts,  S64 
Unable  to  attend  to  41ntie^  896.  Prsaenis  Fa- 
tten of  BCr.  Sanborn.  488,  440,  441. 460. 

iwMCMr,CBuirleet  Ohio,  809, 6a8»6M^  666   • 
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AyWaitwr,  Y,  A,  IftwToit,  VTO,  tBB»  WT,  81S. 

829,  380,  884. 
8yk«s,  George,  New  Jeraej,  WL 

Tiii)innd|(o,  JatnM.  New  Tork,  «  •opo^e  tn  make 
n-et'dom  ihe  basis  of  governuient  in  MIssoaii, 
5.S;  HlB  proposition  adopted,  5.*) :  I>t>clares  be 
would  not  argue  barbarous  oharaetar  of  slavery, 

Taltrnadsre,  Frederick  A.,  New  York,  Vot«?^  «70, 
2^; :  Ohanffos  tiosUlon.  28a,  818,  8)»,  828,  884 

TsllTTiadjfo.  N.  P..  New  York,  129,  189. 

Tappan,  Bcr\)amin.  Ohio.  Votes  agalnut  Mr.  Por- 
ter's motion,  189. 

Taylor.  John  L..  Ohio,  89«,  881,  8T1. 

Taylor,  John  W.,  Now  York.  Proposes  freedom 
in  Arkannaa,  62;  Opposes  Slavery  In  Mlasouri, 
AS;  Elected  Speaker,  69:  l»  defeated.  74. 

Taylor.  Zaehary.  Candidate  for  President,  2«7; 
£lected,  288  ■  Exertn  his  influence  against  free- 
dom in  California,  297.       I 

Taylor,  George.  Now  York,  ^1. 

T*iylor,  John  L.,  Ohio,  Yot«  tosnsUin  slave- 
trade  in  DIatrict  of  Columbia,  270,285 ;  Changes 
poeiUon,  23S,  291,  81 S.  330,  884. 

Tennest»<>e.  SecedeH,  465 

TVovM.  Anntamtion  of.  Foretold  In  an  Addrem 
by  Members  of  Congress,  213;  Mexico 
alarmed,  222;  Treaty  of  Annexation.  228; 
General  Jackson  consulted,  224 ;  Mr  Web(«ter 
dtamixsed  li)  <ir<1cr  to  enter  np«>n  subject,  224; 
Treaty  [Rejected,  Mr.  Renton  introduces  Bill, 
826 ;  Pasited  SonaU',  235 ;  its  effect  on  Demo- 
cratic Party.  280;  Governor  of,  threatens  to 
expel  United  SUtes  Arrny.  826L 

r<'Msa«  DebU,  Bill  to  pay  debtn  of  Texas,  827 ; 
Prio«  «.f  votes.  326;  the  Vote,  M7, 329, 38<».  Tex- 
as demands  three  and  a  half  millions  dollars 
more.  3*^1;  BtiKk-jobbetrt  and  gamblers  enttr 
inio  Texan  interest,  .3S«):  they  setae  upon 
Government  8t^^^e^  460.  465. 

Thcima-.  Francl%  Md.,  469.  47n.  47.\ 

Thayer,  Kli,  Mass..  OpiHioM  adoption  of  primal 
trutha,  441 ,  44A ;  Defeats  Bill  Prohibiting  Slav- 
ery  in  Territories,  4A% 

Thomason,  WilHaoi  P.,  Ky.,  Proposes  peace  with 
Mexico.  858. 

Thompson,  J.  R.,  New  Jersey,  869. 

Thoropran.  William,  Iowa.  2R5,  287. 

Thompson,  Biehard  W..  Ind.,210, 271,284, 291, 296. 

Thompson,  Waddy,  Bonth  Carolina,  Whimsical 
poshion  of;  124:  lusults  Author,  150;  K»- 
warded,  152. 

Thompson,  Jamea,  Pa^  Yotea,218;  Chaagrs  po- 
sition, 268 ;  Vute^  818,  826,  82S,  834. 

Thurman, ^  Ohio,  818,  828,  830,  384. 

Tllden,  Daiitel  R.,  Ohio,  Yotes  against  Annexa- 
jUon  of  Texaa.  285;   against  Mexican  War, 

TllHnghaat  Joseph,  Rhode  Uland,  \^  200. 

Tipton,  John,  lod.,  129. 

Titos,  ObMliab,  New  York,  lia 

Toland,  Georas  W^  Pa.,  187, 209. 

Toomb^  Robert,  Georgia,  Avows  himself  for 
DtasoluUon.  806;  Bets  House  at  Deflance,  807. 

Tomllnson,  F.  A.,  New  York,  809;  Bigns  Ad- 
dress, 214. 

TooMV,  IssM.  Ct^  889. 

TVflJfc  in  Slaves,  Vide  Treaty  of  Ghent 

Train,  Charles  R.,  Mass .  469,  470,  475.  479. 

TVeoly  (/1788,  CUima  for  Blavss  deported  in 
vkilaUon  oC  18,  19;  Debate  on,  82;  Claims 
pronouncetl  OdJona,  19. 

Treaty  of  Ghent,  Forbids  deportation  of  Slaves, 
89;  Forbids  traffic  in  Blavea,  89;  Comi>ensa- 
tion  for  deported  Slaves  claimed,  49 ;  EcAified, 
67 ;  Controversy  closed.  H2. 

Treaty  qf  Paynt'e  Landinif,  99;  Bti nutation 
for  separate  Territory  to  BemlnoJes,  100 
sftty  of  Csmp  Moultrie,  76.    Its  0^ect^  Tft. 


Trestj  wtth  GfWt  ArtlOB  w  enppras  AlHosn 
dlave-trade,  472. 

Trimble.  Osiey  A.,  Ohio,  448, 476. 

Trumbull,  Lyman,  III,  Reviews  President's  Mas- 
sase,  400.  Gives  notlee  of  Bill  Vn  emmicipato 
all  Slaves,  and  oonflHoate  all  proi>erty  of  Kebela, 
478,  4S0. 

Trumbull,  Joseph,  Ct,  1S6,  200. 

Trowbridge,  R.  E..  Mich.,  468,  470^  479. 

TVcdk.  Afno9y  New  Hampshire,  Votes  agalni«t 
Whig  candidate  262.  Votes  against  blave- 
tra<le.  270, 271,  i^,  800, 804, 808, 829, 884. 

Turner,  Tliomas  J ,  III,  287. 

Tyler,  General,  His  Barbarism,  478. 

Uuion,  Its  DissoluUon  threatened,  27,  28,  61,  7a 
Shadowed  forth  in  the  Contest  between  Hayne 
and  Webster,  97.  No  real  Union  between 
Freedom  and  Slavery,  106.  People  <U8.<«atls- 
fled,  1 19.  PetlUon  for  Dissolatlon,  158.  Vide 
J  <i.  Adams. 

UnderhiU,  WnU«r,  New  York,  816, 888, 880,  884. 

Upham,  WmUm,  Vt,  888 

Vallandigham,  C.  L..  Visits  John  Brown,  sod 
endeavors  Co  implicate  Author  in  the  Invsston 
of  Virginia,  425.  411.  448,  468,  475.  479. 

Van  Valkenburc.  R.  B..  New  York,  468, 47^  479L 

Vail,  George,  New  Jersev,  871. 

Van  Wyck,  C.  H..  New  Vork,  468,  469, 47S. 

Van  Ham,  New  York,  46ts  469,  471,  479. 

Van  Biircn,  John,  New  York,  Votce,  209. 

Vanee,  Joseph.  Ohiis  Votes,  285,  258. 

Van  Dyke,  John,  New  Jeney,  288,  888,  998,  388» 
880. 

Vanmeter,  John  J.,  VotcM  sgstnst  AnnsxstioB  of 
Te.\as  23.\ 

Van  Kensaiaer.  Henry,  Votes,  909. 

Vamiever. ,  lows,  489,  479. 

V^rrie.  John  P.,  Ps.,  4f»,  469, 475. 

Vinion.  .'^iuniiel  F.,  OLio.  Votes,  886  STl,  880, 
294,:llS,82.>,«80.S«4. 

Vhf/itiiif,  ilcr  Kepn-tientaiives  pntpose  to  sot 
as  mediators  between  Slave  and  Free  Btatos, 
bnt  propu^te  nothing  bnt  ftirther  gosrsntees 
for  Blavrry,  45<).    She  Secedes.  46& 

VIbbard,  Chauncy.  New  York,  479. 

Vieitatitm,  Bight  of  exercised  by  British  ships, 
416.  Kesolution  of  Senate  coneerntns,  418. 
Kitrht  »v>arted  and  maintained,  417.  Bot  do« 
nied  in  1858,  by  Messrs.  Mason,  Sewsrd,  Halo, 
Waiie,  and  others,  417. 

Voorbies,  D.  W.,  tnd.,  489,  47SL 

Wade,  Edward,  Ohio,  860. 

Wade,  Benjamin  F.,  Ohio,  Prononneea  aiasnlt  on 
Sumner  oowsrdly.  895.  Unites  wtth  MessriL 
Manon,  Seward.  Hale,  and  others  in  dooyinc 
right  of  Visitation,  417,  441.  Msintslns  Rih 
pnbtloan  doctrines.  456,  640. 

Wadsworth,  W.  H.,  Ky.,  469, 470, 4T9. 

Wacner.  David  D.,  Pa.,  lia 

Wailbridge.  Henry  T.,  New  York,  SH. 

Walden,  Tllram,  New  York.  888, 880, 884. 

Waldo,  Loren  P.,  Ct,  818, 829, 884 

Walker,  lease  P.,  Wlsi,  296, 88a 

Walker.  Amass,  Mass  (Wstson,  In  text),  470. 

Walker,  William  A.,  New  York,  871. 

Walker,  William,  and  followers,  invsds  Osatrsl 
America  to  caUblish  Slsvery,  414,  4iac 

Wall,  Garret,  New  Jersey,  129, 189. 

Wallace,  John  W«.  Pa,  468  469, 476^  4S^ 

Wans<*<>,  Dsvid.  Ind.,  806, 21<»,  18& 

WslJ,  Willlsm.  New  York,  479. 

Wailbridge,  Ilirain,  New  York,  411,  4Tt 

Walsh,  Michael,  New  York,  856, 860, 871 

Walton.  E.  P.,  Vt .  468, 469 

Walton,  Charle^  Me ,  468, 469, 476, 479. 

Warren,  Cortiellua.  New  York,  870, 88&tBT 

WwUboms,  Elthu  B ,  468, 475^  479. 
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with'  Btfbtry   Powers   uT  Mlh4»    Ml«««^, 
and  two  with  EUinl^le  (wlidbs- 1»  flUstitti  It, 

War  vlth  Mexico  f»r«t>»ld^  SIH.  «S)<,  291.  Om- 
nienccwl,  25'i.  Its  atlvoettM  tH.imotmed,  *i&7. 
l>roi>o»itions  to  cloao,  ){58w  kfmoAt»Crait^ 
MTHlMSt,  'jr>4. 

War.  Prcpanktorj  to  Clrll  War,  arm*  afiil  %»n,- 
tiiunUlon  wcro  transported  South,  45J)L  First 
ntanlft'^t  ition  of  forco  In  reatsting  Rcbetllon. 
4M.  Nf  u>t  be  art  of  the  North,  4M.  Southern 
Statf  sttien  assured  the  people  of  other  Nations 
tliere  would  be  no  War,  467.  HoatiUtlaB  com- 
inetKvd,  44)4».  Caononaide  of  Sumter,  and  at* 
tt-iiipted  Maasaore  of  Troope  in  Balttinore,  463. 
Ibrowa  upon  the  SxeoatlTe  despotic  powers, 
4v2. 

Webster.  Edwin  If.,  Md^  409, 479. 

Ward,  Khjah,New  York. «», 47ft, 479. 

WarfU  Aaron,  N.  Y.,  18«,  flit). 

WatM>n.  J.  C.  Paid  for  Slarea.  8»6,  8M. 

W(.b»ter,  Daniel,  Contest  with  Havne,  97.  Es- 
teemed by  Whig  partj,  97.  His  views  of 
Traffic  In  Slaves,  177.  Iiistmeta  oor  Minister 
at  fy>ndim,  178.  Indorses  Ut.  Calhoan^  doe- 
in  ne,  '*T%  894.  His  7th  March  Speech.  885.  Is 
Secretary  of  Sute,  896.  Appro Vf«  Fngltlve 
Act,  88&.  DiBooveA«  errors,  aiid  calls  Bellgioos 
Infliienee  to  his  aid,  KVi.  Cabinet  Coandl, 
34a  His  death,  858.  Gontribated  u»  the  Ke- 
belllon,  470. 

Weld,  Theodore,  Attends  meeting  of  Mr.  Adams* 
friendsw  161.     Acts  on  Committee,  162. 

Woller,  John  B.,  Ohio,  PreMnts  Besiilntions  for 
censuring  Author,.  184.  Wishes  to  amend 
•lournal,  190.  Votes  Ibr  Slave-dealers,  210. 
For  AnnexaUoD  of  Texas,  Vi!^  86o.  869. 

Wentworth,  John,  Illlnol^  885, 871, 885, 8S7,  880. 
8^4. 

Westbrook,  John,  Pa.,  187, 809. 

Westbrtwk,  T.  E.,  New  York,  871. 

Wbearon.  Horace,  New  Yortc.  %U. 

Wheeler,  W.  A.,  Mew  York,  408, 469, 475, 479. 

Whig  Patty.  Paralyied  br  doctrinea  of  Mr. 
Webster,  99S.  Avow  oo  oootrlne  at  Conven- 
tion, 856.  Dteeard  Advocates  of  truth  and 
losUoe,  866l  Borreoders  Its  own  existence, 
853.  Believed  that  deception,  fraud,  and 
erime  were  oeceasary,  404.  Anxiooa  to  revive 
former  policy,  480.  Seek  to  deny  BepabUean 
doctrines,  4& 

Whltoomb,  Jamee,  Ind.,  3nL 

White,  Allison,  Pa^  411. 

White,  Albert  0i,  Ind.,  18«,  468, 460, 4T^  4r». 

White,  Ohliton  ▲,,4Mk  4,70^4791 


WI^TSq^  M^  S^H;  fn(i98B/38f,«irMlA 

880. 
White,  Joseph  L.;flidiL  989.  StOfV     '        >'        "^ ' 
Whittleiiev,  W.  A.,  Ohio,  32!^  829, 880. 884 
Wlekliflh.'Chtfl'lee  A.v^  Ky.,  4m.  4f*,  4t«,  «9l. 
Wlbk,  Wflliand  W.,  f  nd.,  ft>7,  89h 
W\ef,  Wmiaih  -If.,  Paid  «m>  Stairfls.  4dported 
.Hthrlng  xhh  Retoln  Hon.  «ft^  86ii .  * 
Wifffall,  L.^  Texas,  Declares  cotton  to  be  Vinz, 

WiMrf<>h,  Tii)Ukr.^!9exr  Jerwy,  838,  «W,  861. 

Will  mot,  T>attd,  Pk,  Would  stipp^t  Mextcvn 
Wkr'by  taxetloa.  AMaiied  therefhr.  27t.  I«.V 
Klecteii  a»  an  sdvooate  of  LlVertvj  8tKI.  VoVi^<^ 
for  Brown.  A>4,  <im,  4iN>.  '     ' 

Wilson,  James  F, low*,  479.         >'     •    •    - 

Wilson,  Henry,  M«A.,  Ca)l»  StteMiioB  «» Outrage 
on  Mr.  !>uniDer,  B94  iRevttfWs  PnpvMwnVs 
Message,  4iKI.  Unites  with  Mn  Ma^on  and'' 
others,  417.  CfmfVonU  8iSVefa»Iden«  4^.  <>f- 
fers  Resolution  directing  Marvbalof  Dlstrt«tof 
Colnmbla  to  clischarge  pereons  agMnst  whom' 
no  ebatge  existfHl,  474. 480. 

Wiley,  James  8.,  Me..  867, 881 886, 89a 

Wnilama,  Thomas  W  ,  Ct,  186,  8i>9.  Slgnk  A4- 
droM,  814 

Wiiliam^  Henry,  MaMw.  884 

WllBOD,  Jame^  New  Hampshire,  870,  »«.  Re- 
ports asainst  paying  for  SUtves,  889.  Yotee, 
31 S,  887,  889. 

Wlndom,  William,  Mln  .  469, 47&  479. 

WInthrop,  Robert  C ,  I s6,  809.  Reports  Blll^kro- 
hlMtinic  imprisonment  of  colored  persons,  818. 
Opposes  Annexation  of  Texas,  884.  Candidate 
for  d(Mraker.  261.  Klected,  and  arranges  Com- 
mittees, 261.  Promotes  election  of  General 
Taylor.  868.  Oandidate  for  re-election,  SOL 
Defeated,  306. 

Wise.  Hennr  A.,  Excoses  Dawson'a  attempted 
violence,  811. 

Wltte,  W.  H.,  Ps..  871. 

Wright.  Hendricks  B-.  Pa,,  871.  Moves  re  ex- 
clude blacks  from  pub'lc  lands,  876,  46)t,  470^ 
481. 

Wright.  W.,  New  Jen^,  41& 

WoSl,  Fernando,  New  York,  186,  WO.  > 

Wood,  Amoe  E.,  Ohio,  818, 834. 

Wood,  Beoiamin,  New  York,  403, 479w  4ffO; 

Woodnifli;  George  C,  Cl,  468. 41^  47f. 

Woroeater.  Samuel  T.,  Ohio,  468, 475»  47«L  < 

Wortendlke,  Jacob,  New  Jersey,  411. 

Young,  John,  New  York,  18^,909. 
Young.  Aognatua,  Yt,  186,  ^-  ' 

York,  Thomas  Jonea,  New  lecBqr.^OI^'OOSL 
Toi^  Jaeobt  Pa,,  884  • 
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